PHILANTHROPY: NEED OF HOUR

It was possible only after earthquake 2005, local and international organizations were allowed to provide relief to earthquake victims in J&K. Local, regional and international organizations were competing with each other in disbursing relief in border areas like Uri, Karna etc, where destruction was huge. The restricted areas were thrown open for relief and rehabilitation organizations with the result social fabric of these areas have now changed. Ironically, long suffering victims of ongoing conflict, from last 20 years, have received relief or rehabilitation in a regular and sustained manner. Hundreds and thousands of people mostly in rural areas are starving for relief and up until now state couldn’t establish any support system for them. The ‘prosperity’, in some urban areas and skyrocketing land prices are being interpreted as economical progress by the state which is a façade. People regularly working on human rights situation and are monitoring conditions of conflict victims have horrendous stories to relate.  
Large number of torture survivors are still unable to have access to medicine and treatment. Take the example of Manzoor Ahmad Naikoo, who was lucky to survive torture (personally considered himself as unlucky) among five persons in whose rectum rod was inserted rupturing his intestines. Manzoor has no money for surgery and his condition is deteriorating with the delay in surgery. For him staying alive has become a full-time job. There is wide-range of half-widows, who are suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and are unable to have access to social and medical support. Same is the case with the families of fake encounter victims, most of whom were sole bread earner to their families, are struggling even for limited social support. Children affected by the conflict are finding it difficult to continue with their education, thus, pushing them to child labour. 
Nevertheless, there is proliferation in orphanages centers. Most of them are doing commendable job in raising orphans, facilitate their education, but they are finding it difficult to cope-up with the huge constituency of orphans. This was even underscored in surveys conducted by sociologists from time to time. According to these surveys only 5 % orphans are getting support from these orphanages and rest is lurching for support. The govt. social welfare department also cannot provide relief beyond their limited budget. 
International organizations like Action Aid have also its limitations while disbursing relief to the affected. The other International Non-Governmental Organizations (INGOs) permitted to work in J&K like Medicine Sans Frontiers (MSF), International Committee for Red Cross (ICRC), Save the Children are focusing more on studies and surveys rather than on relief and rehabilitation programmes. ICRC, operating under limited mandate to monitor the conditions of detainees, has not been able to widen its mandate to provide medical assistance to victims. Indian NGOs, with the help of local retired bureaucrats, are busy operating with a specific agenda of ngoization of Kashmir civil society. These NGOs have “adopted” some villages like Dardpora (a village of widows), open schools in Kunan Poshpora (over 30 women were raped) or in other far off area, with the aim to develop a constituency for the state. 
More focus has been given to publicity and propaganda like rehabilitation centers running by army under Operation Sadbavana – with the aim to give a message “government cares”. The overt and covert monetary assistance from religious institutions and a section of Hurriyat Conference is only covering limited section of victims. The fact is that the problem is enormous and needs greater efforts and sustained support system. This cannot be left alone to NGOs and political groups.
Hitherto, Kashmir civil society has miserably failed. In 1990, in the beginning of the conflict, Hilal Ahmer Committee was constituted for relief and rehabilitation work. On its beginning, people displayed huge enthusiasm and rendered donations but it failed to evolve as an institution, finally, ended up in a mess, as normal in Kashmir. The culture of building institutions hadn’t yet evolved in Kashmir society. It is pity, elite and rich distanced themselves from the plight of their compatriots. They are living in their own comfort zones. Their contributions could have made lot of difference, if they only could have come forward. NRIs and Kashmiri immigrants, well-settled in Gulf or in Western countries, paltry contribution can also be of a great help to the victims. But they have chosen to stay away, on one or the other pretext, which is a shame. 
The bigger challenge Kashmir civil society is facing is rehabilitation of victims of conflict, who are voiceless, disorganized and accepting it as fait acompali. We cannot blame government and law enforcing agencies for everything. In sufferings and miseries nations have raised, best has come out of them and they have found ways and means to find solutions to every problem, believing that they are part of the problem, as well as, part of the solution. But here “right thinking people” are only busy in accusations, criticism and raising fingers without observing three fingers are pointed towards them. The bigger question is how to change this culture of mindset? We cannot expect angels to come to deliver.
One of the paramount needs to conscientize people is to highlight the issues and problems of conflict victims, which has not been done up till now for instance sufferings of torture survivors, which are in hundreds and thousands. It is a cultural problem. The religious philanthropy has been part of our culture, while the institutional philanthropy has become a part of western countries. Now Indian and Asian nations with an exception of Muslim countries are following it. Warren Buffett, an American investor, industrialist and philanthropist, after donating his 99 % of his wealth in charity and philanthropic activities has appealed and wooed people to pay 50 % of their wealth in philanthropy. Billionaire Bill Gates has also set a trend. More and more wealthy individuals are establishing foundations like Azim Premji Foundation, TATA, Birlas and Bajajs are being doing philanthropic work. One celebrity, Elizabeth Taylor, had left bulk of her multi-million fortune for charities. It is a pity that Muslim civilizations hasn’t done more on institutional philanthropy front, albeit, it exist but on a non-scientific way. Even the big houses of Kashmir have failed to set the trend. They can make a difference to lot of the people suffering visibly or invisibly.   

One silver-lining is the young Kashmiri generation seems to have quest for truth and for contributing for the suffering Kashmiris by voluntary initiatives. We need not to entirely bank on the NGOs and committees. Before the advent of NGOs, a social support system has remained prevalent in all the civilizations whenever there was famine, disaster or conflict.     

We don’t have readymade answers to the problems. But once there is a will and determination by responsible and conscientious citizens, feeling it as a social duty, we can be able to find the answers. It would be nationalistic, patriotic and above all a religious duty to do what is required as respectable Kashmiris – We Can And We Shall... 

PALHALAN – A VILLAGE WITH HEARTRENDING TALE

Palhalan, a village in Baramulla district, 30 kms in the north of Srinagar with a population of more than 30,000 has always been a crucial village in the history of Kashmir conflict. The village symbolizes the conundrum of Kashmir; the pro-freedom sentiment, history of militancy, strong influence of Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI), state and military oppression and series of tragedies. Living in the complex atmosphere the inhabitants inherit different ideals. 

The village is wrapped up with military establishments from above and below and the residents are victimized at the center. Palhalan and its nearby hamlets have been converted into a big concentration camp, People are deprived of all basic rights and their lives are controlled by government forces.

Palhalan is a village where the JeI has had strong basis since 1975 when its leader Zahoor-ul-Haq started religious schools in the area. With the outbreak of armed conflict in Kashmir Palhalan became a stronghold of the Hizbul-Mujahideen (HM) militant outfit which was linked to JeI.

During the 20 years conflict, the region has known nothing except killings and chaos. Hundreds have been killed and almost every family has a tragedy to narrate in this traumatized village. According to records, Congress worker Ghulam Ahmad Sheikh, 54, was the first person to die by a bullet after he was killed by militants in 1991. Tantray Mohalla, Bhat Mohalla, Sofi Mohalla, Rai Pora and Wussan have witnessed large number of the deaths: 325 people from 150 families in these areas have been killed in the past two decades. 

With the decrease in militancy the HM has become invisible in the area, but the Jamaat still has a strong clench in the whole area. It is evident that almost every family in the village is associated with the Jamaat. Over the years the local JeI activists have continuously been campaigning and strengthening their position in the area.

The government supposes it is because of the large population the inhabitants of Palhalan do not remain calm and quiet. But the other main reasons are JeI influence in the area and Palhalan’s self-reliance. The Palhalan area has 5,856 kanals of apple orchards, 2,096 kanals of paddy fields and 15,000 kanals of cultivable land, with the result produces enough food for the village to survive hard times.

Palhalan has been facing a hushed siege over past couple of years. For a village of its size and education, according to sources Palhalan has less than 500 government employees and most of them are at the brink of retirement. The newly educated youth are engaged in their small businesses or with farming. The youth hardly harbor their hopes of getting government jobs because of unremitting surveillance of different security agencies. According to the locals getting job is too big the villagers are not even able to get verifications for SIM cards. Hardly anyone in the village has travel documents because of adverse reports given by security agencies in favor of the applicants. Ground realities clearly suggest that Villages like Palhallan have certainly been the synonym of undefeatable resistance and tragedy in the history of global conflicts.

In the past four months mass upsurge, eight people fell to the bullets of armed forces and more than 60 persons have been wounded and dozens were arrested and booked under PSA and other acts. Out of total eight killings in the area, seven were perpetrated alone in the month of September and one in the month of July. According to the villagers, mostly youth and teenagers were targeted in the area. 

After relentless killings, cut off from the rest of the Valley, Palhalan was subjected to two-and-a-half months harsh curfew, including 39 days at a stretch. The locals accused that government forces unleashed a reign of terror, phone lines were snapped, mobile phone services disabled, electric supply transformers were blasted and locals were caged in their houses. For months long curfew and siege the locals also alleged molestations, loot, mosques being ransacked and boys being picked up from paddy fields during work. The locals said that apart from 8 killings, more than 14 people have become disabled in the last six months and eight have been booked under PSA.

 The deceased who were killed by the government forces are identified as under:
(1) Adil Ramzan Sheikh (12), S/o: Mohammad Ramzan-Killed on July 30. (2) Feroz Ahmad Malik (18) (alias Showkat), S/o: Abdul Aziz-Killed on September 6. (3) Noor Mohammad Tantray (22), S/o: Ghulam Nabi-Killed on September 6. (4) Mohammad Ramzan Mir (45), S/o: Mohammad Sultan-Killed on September 6. (5) Mudasir Ahmad Mir (22), S/o: Mohammad Abdullah-Killed on September 6. (6) Mohammad Ashraf Mir (35), S/o: Abdul Ahad, Shot on September 6. (7) Ansarullah Tantray (28), S/o: Ghulam Mohammad-Killed on September 18. (8) Ali Mohammad Waza (31), S/o: Ghulam Mohammad-Killed on September 18.
A researcher of The Informative Missive on his visit to the Palhalan area talked to the victim families and eyewitness of the incidents. The narratives of some of the victim families who lost their kith or kin are as under;

Narrative of slain Noor Mohammad’s family:

Ghulam Nabi Tantray, 70, of Tantray Mohalla, fragile father of deceased Noor Mohammad, stated, “On September 6, no protests and no stone pelting took place in the Palhalan area. People were busy in preparing for Shab-e-Qadr and were purchasing their commodities. After performing noon-prayers my son left along with his friends to Palhalan market. On reaching the Bus stop on Srinagar-Baramulla highway, he was standing outside the shops with his friends. Meanwhile, a crowd of armed forces comprising personnel of Army, CRPF, SOG and Police came from Baramulla side. The crowd was headed by some higher officials of all the agencies. The troopers were marching on foot but led by a Rakshak vehicle which was driven slowly. On reaching at a 50 meters distance away from Palhalan Bus stop, the trooper sitting over the Rakshak started to shower bullets over the people sitting at the Bus stop. The firing was totally unprovoked and people could have run for safety but they deemed that the troopers might have been on routine patrol on the highway.”

“In the indiscriminate firing my son received a volley of bullets on his both thighs. Before my son was shot another youth Mudasir Ahmad had received bullets and had fell down on the ground. My son tried to took him away but he himself became the target of the callous forces. After being hit he had fallen on the road and could not be moved from the spot for more than 15 minutes. Later some locals carried him wounded and tried to take him to the hospital but the troopers did not allow them. Then he was taken inside the village and rushed to the Public Health Centre Sumbal wherefrom he was referred to SKIMS, Soura. From the spot to Sumbal and then to SKIMS it took us one and a half-hour. During the time my son was bleeding profusely as both his legs had damaged badly. He succumbed to his injuries in just 5 minutes after being hospitalized in SKIMS. His life could have been saved had troopers allowed us to take him to hospital timely and through Pattan route.”

“Neither my son was a stone pelter nor any protester. He was a student of BA 1st year and used to study and stay in Srinagar. Due to unrest in the valley he returned home few months back. We never knew that fate would meet us in such a way. Among my all sons he was the only who wanted to acquire higher education but merciless forces shattered all my dreams”, said wailing Ghulam Nabi.           

Narrative of slain Mohammad Ashraf’s family:

Fatima, wife of slain Ashraf stated, “My husband returned from mosque and was slaughtering chicken in the courtyard. In the meantime, violent shrieks broke out in the village. Our neighbours informed us that army and SOG has attacked the village and fierce firing started. To save our lives, we left home along with our four minors and ran towards inside the village. Firing sound was reverberating from all sides. I somehow managed to take refuge in one of the houses but my husband kept on running inside. Hundreds of armed forces including SOG, Army, CRPF and Police men entered the village. They went berserk, showered bullets on everything in the village.”

She added, “While running for life, as soon as my husband reached in Saderbal Mohalla, he stopped and looked back. One of the SOG cop, who was chasing villagers spotted him and fired a bullet on his neck. The bullet pierced his throat. He collapsed on the ground and nobody could carry him to the hospital. When a boy namely, Feroz Ahmad saw him dying, he tried to take him away but the brutal troopers even targeted him and killed him on the spot. For about half-an-hour, nobody could carry my husband to hospital. Later, his brother, Abdul Rashid and his uncle without caring for their lives took him to the hospital. They couldn’t take him to the Pattan hospital because the armed forces were shooting everybody coming in their way. While moving towards the hospital at Bund Mohalla the troopers again intercepted Abdul Rashid, my husband’s uncle and some local boys carrying my husband in their hands. The troopers again fired on them. Due to the fear for life they left my husband’s body on the road and ran for saving their lives. This time again, my husband remained on the road in a pool of blood for about 15 minutes. After lot of hardships some locals brought a car and took my husband to public health centre, Sumbal wherefrom he was shifted to SKIMS, Soura. It took us very long to take him to the hospital. Had troopers allowed us to take him to SKIMS via Pattan-Srinagar his life could have been saved. But unfortunately, the merciless cops did not allow us to go to hospital through Pattan. It took hours to take him to hospital in Srinagar during which he lost all his blood.”


“In SKIMS, he was immediately operated for about four hours. The doctors said that his spinal was completely damaged and all his veins were chopped. After surgery he was kept in ICU ward on ventilator. Eventually on September 12 he succumbed to his injuries and breathed his last”, bemoaned Fatima.

According to victim family, Ashraf was the sole bread-winner in the family. He was hardly earning to feed his four minors; Bilal (14), Mehbooba (11), Nadima (8) and Adil (5) and his wife. The family alleged that the troopers killed Ashraf without any provocation inside the village. No stone pelting or protests were going on in the area when military, paramilitary and SoG personnel assaulted the village. They also complained that their house was badly damaged and households ransacked during the troopers’ foray on the village. Now the family has no one earn for four orphans of Ashraf.                                                                                                     

Narrative of slain Feroz Ahmad’s family:

Abdul Aziz, mournful father of slain Feroz narrated, “When the village was attacked my son was inside the house. Whole of the village broke into shrieks. People particularly woman and children were crying from all sides. My son gazed through a window pane and found Mohammad Ashraf lying in a pool of blood, crying for help. No one else was on the road except wounded Ashraf. My son went out to help Ashraf. As soon as he appeared on the road and carried Ashraf one SOG personnel hiding behind a wall opened fire on him. He was hit on the chest and bullet pierced his body, rupturing his heart.”

The wailing father added, “The troopers after shooting Ashraf and my son escaped from our lane. Once my son fell near Ashraf, we in shrieks rushed out of the house. I carried him in my hands ran towards Pattan hospital through wet paddy fields. While I was running towards the hospital, fierce firing continued in the village. In Pattan hospital the doctors declared him brought dead. I then carried back my son’s dead body to the village.”

“My son was innocent. He was neither a terrorist nor any culprit he just wanted to save Ashraf’s life. Who will return me my beloved son? He stopped to study as a regular candidate in the 10th standard and started to assist me by doing daily waging labor work. I recollect his words, “Aba, don’t work more, I will earn for you and for my sisters”. He was great a philanthropist as he used to help everyone in the village. Even he lost his life while trying to save his neighbor. Wherefrom I can get a son like him”, grieved Abdul Aziz.

The victim family stated that it was Feroz who used to run the whole family. He according to them did not harm police, SOG, Army or any other agency. The family is craving to know the reason of their son’s killing.

Abdul Aziz further stated, “After I took my son to hospital troopers had smashed the doors and windows of my house and also beat up the cattle in courtyard. Even the troopers had even shot dead many dogs in the village. It was a preplanned attacked by the military and paramilitary forces with the help of police and SOG.”         

Narrative about slain Mohammad Ramzan and Mudasir Ahmad

Tariq Ahmad Mir, elder son slain Mohammad Ramzan of Wussan, Palhalan about one-and-half kilometers from Palhalan market stated, “My father was observing fast. He left home to participate in the funeral prayers of Feroz Ahmad. As soon as he reached main Palhalan village, the troopers again opened fire killed my father mercilessly. He was not pelting stones why he was shot?”

One of the relatives of slain Mudasir of Wussan said, “Mudasir left home along with hundreds of other villagers who intended to participate in the funeral of Feroz Ahmad. When he had reached Palhalan locality he came under the attack of brute forces. He was shot on the head while he was moving towards the market. He was a student not a terrorist why he was shot?”

He added, “The police, army, CRPF had a joint plot to attack the village. There were already inputs in the village that the government forces are planning to deter the villagers of Palhalan area. In fact on September 6 no stone pelting happened anywhere in the whole area and no protests were organized because people were preparing to observe Shab-e-Qadr. The firing was totally unprovoked and mostly the villagers were targeted inside the village about 1km from the Srinagar-Baramulla highway. In the killing operation all the security agencies were present.” 

Narrative of Ansarrullah’s and Ali Mohammad Waza’s family:

On September 18 two youth identified as Ansarullah Tantray, 28, son of Ghulam Muhammad and Ali Muhammad Waza, 32, son of Ghulam Muhammad—both residents of Tantraypora, Palhalan about 1km from main Palhalan market were killed after personnel of Army and SOG held a siege in the village. The locals alleged that armed forces fired tear smoke shells and live bullets over the mosque while locals were offering noon prayers. Both the youth were shot dead after people came out of the mosque. In troopers firing three persons were injured among them one Mohammad Akbar was stated to be critical, who was hospitalized in SKIMS, Soura.  

Slain Ansarullah’s father Ghulam Mohammad stated to The Informative Missive, “On September 18 everything was normal in the whole Palhalan area. In the morning at about 10:00am the troopers comprising SOG, Police, CRPF and Army cordoned whole Tantraypora and went out of control. They broke our window panes, gates and beaten up locals black and blue whosoever came in their way. In this first assault, many residents were injured and property worth lakhs of rupees was damaged. After half an hour rampage, they fled away. After troopers left the village, people lamenting over their losses were fearful and depressed.”

He added, “At about 1:35pm another group of troopers comprising personnel of Army, CRPF, SOG and police again raided our village. This time they were shouting, abusing and hurling stones over the residential houses. I along with my son was inside the Abu-Aala mosque and was offering prayers. More than 100 locals were also busy in offering prayers. As soon as we entered in the 3rd Rakah of congregational prayer, the troopers started to pelt stones over the mosque. They also fired tear smoke shells over the mosque windows and also fired many bullets.  Some devotees stopped offering prayers and laid down on the floor but we continued offering prayers. After finishing prayers when there was little calm outside I decided to go back to home, which is opposite to mosque. Because my younger son Nayeem Ahmad, who had got injured in the September 6 firing was lying on the bed inside the house. I thought troopers might enter in and may kill him. I somehow dared to move out of mosque from a small gate and crossed over to home. My son along with other devotees also started to move out of the mosque from the main gate. The moment my son went out on the road he was shot by a trooper on his mouth. The bullet after piercing his mouth went out from the back side of his skull, damaging his brain completely. Few other devotees also received bullet injuries and some bullets also hit the wall of mosque. When some locals including my son fell on the ground, other persons raised alarm and chased away troopers. The troopers then escaped from the village. We instantly rushed him to the Sumbal hospital where doctors declared him brought dead.”

“No stone pelting or protests were going in our area. The firing was totally unprovoked. This year my son had completed his Masters Degree from Kashmir University and now he was looking for job. I was happy that my son has grown up and would assist me now by doing some good job. I had never thought that I would shoulder his coffin after giving him higher education. Where I will complain and to whom I would narrate my woes? Everything ruined in my family,” lamented Ghulam Mohammad.

Mehrajuddin, younger brother of deceased Ali Mohammad Waza stated, “My brother was staying inside house. When he heard that Ansarullah has been shot and taken to hospital he rushed out of the house. He was good friend of Ansarullah. He went to Ansaruallahs house and was standing at the gate of his house. At about 2:30pm the troopers in hundreds again raided the village. They spotted my brother and shot him with pellet gun and also fired bullets over him. The pellet shell hit his abdomen and the bullet pierced his body from the left side to right side of abdomen. Again after shooting my brother the troopers fled away.  My cousin Aijaz Ahmad and some local youth rushed him to Sumbal hospital but doctors declared him brought dead.”

He further said, “My brother was father of two minors and not a stone pelter. He never ever participated in any procession because he was the sole breadwinner in the family. Apart from feeding his children and wife he was also contributing for my education. He was also preparing to marry two sisters. He was the hope of our whole family which is not shattered forever. Despite being a generous and kind person of the village police labeled him as that of a stone pelter in their FIR. We are most unfortunate and ill-fated because no body listens to our pain and suppression.”

SEEKING JUSTICE

Due to fear of retribution and unawareness, no body in the village dared to file cases in the court of law. According to victim families in most of killing incidents police has portrayed off innocent locals as that of stone pelters and anti-national. Even not a single family has been provided with the copy of FIR despite repeated requests from the families. These tragic families have become hopeless and helpless.

POLICE AND CRPF SPILLS BLOOD IN CENTRAL KASHMIR 
On September 13, five persons including a woman were killed and 24 others were injured when police and CRPF troopers opened indiscriminate fire on protesters at Humhama and Budgam. According to the eyewitnesses, thousands of people including woman and children hailing from different villages of Budgam were marching peacefully towards Hyderpora to protest and condemn the desecration of Holy Quran in America. However, as soon as the demonstration reached near Humhama, it was interrupted by a large group of police and paramilitary CRPF troopers who indiscriminately fired on them killing three on the spot, whereas, fourth succumbed to injuries on September 22. Furthermore, two more persons including district president JKLF (R) were shot dead at different places in Budgam town. The locals alleged that firing was totally unprovoked and those who ferried injured to the hospital were also targeted by bullets.

The deceased were identified as 

1. Nissar Ahmad Kuchay, 23, S/o: Ghulam Mohiuddin, R/o: Humhama 

2. Adil Gaffar Teli, 16, S/o: Abdul Gaffar, R/o: Humhama.

3. Ghulam Rasool Tantray, 50, S/o: Mohammad Jammal R/o: Humhama. 

4. Rafiqa, 35, W/o: Abdul Gani Teli, R/o: Ompura Budgam,

5. Sajad Ahmad Pandit, 23, S/o: Abdul Aziz Pandit, R/o: Sheikhpora, Humhama.

6. Showkat Ahmad Mir, district president JKLF

A researcher of The Informative Missive made a visit to Humhama and talked to victim families and some eyewitnesses about the incident.

Farooq Ahmad Kuchay, elder brother of a deceased Nissar said, “To protest desecration of Quran, protesters in thousands took a march from main Budgam Chowk and reached Humhama at about 10 am. The procession was escorted by a big police contingent led by Dy SP Budgam, Bashir Khan. Even Bashir Khan had assured the protesters of trouble-free march, since it was a religious obligation of all. The protest march peacefully covered a distance of six kilometer without any hindrance. Only pro-Islamic and anti-US slogans were being raised. More people joined procession when it reached Humhama chowk.”
He added, “When the procession started to move towards Hyderpora, large number of police and CRPF personnel were deployed near the railway bridge on the Airport road. A group of high police officials SSP Ashiq Bukhari, SP Showkat Watali, SP Aftab Kakroo and Dy SP SOG operations Bashir Khan blocked the road with their vehicles. The protesters carried on marching as they were already assured by police of safe march. As soon as, the procession reached near bridge CRPF men, police and SOG opened indiscriminate fire on protesters on the order of their officials. In the firing 30 protesters received bullet injuries most of them above waist. Four persons succumbed to injuries while the others were hospitalized.”
“Volley of bullets had penetrated my brother’s abdomen. Some local youth took my brother’s body inside the locality. I took out my car and moved towards SMHS hospital, but the ruthless cops resorted to intense aerial firing to prevent us to reach hospital. Then I drove towards the Sub District Hospital, Budgam. I called my neighbor Ghulam Rasool Tantray who accompanied me to the hospital. On reaching hospital doctors declared my brother brought dead,” he said.        

 “On our way back, at Budgam police station a group of SOG personnel coming out of the station opened fire upon our car. First they fired to puncture the tyres, then a bullet was fired at the front glass and few bullets hit the left rear window. The car came to halt.  Thereafter, they poked barrels into the car and fired bullets blindly. I was seated at rear; a bullet hit my calf, leaving a hole, while a burst was fired into left side of Ghulam Rasool Tantray’s abdomen. In complete fear and chaos, we managed to escape and drove the car straightaway to SKIMS, Soura (20 km from Budgam) with punctured tyres. The car drenched with the blood of Ghulam Rasool, as he was bleeding profusely. He died on way to hospital while I was given first aid”, recollected Farooq Ahmad an eyewitness to the incident. 

Rasool’s son Akthar said, “My father accompanied to help wounded Nisar but himself became a victim of police firing. He was not a part of protest. He was just doing a duty of a neighbour. We failed to understand what made police to kill our father?”      

Abdul Gaffar Teli, father of slain teenager Adil who also fell to bullets, stated, “My son was a good distance away from the protest. He was just watching protest like many other boys of the area.  Once police resorted to indiscriminate firing he also received a bullet on his abdomen and died on the spot.” 

“My son was studying in 10th standard as private candidate. He stopped to study as regular candidate because of extreme poverty. To meet his educational expenses and to assist the family he was working as part-time labour. He never participated in any kind of protest in his life. Despite being a kind son he was an intelligent student. He had a great zeal to acquire higher education and to excel in his future. But troopers snatched all my hopes”, expressed Abdul Gaffar.              

A district president JKLF (R), Showkat Ahmad Mir, was killed in firing by CRPF and police in the main town Budgam when he was leading a procession. At main town Budgam, a policeman identified as, Ravinder Singh was killed after being run over by a vehicle that was reportedly carrying injured to Srinagar hospital. 

On September 22, a youth identified as Sajad Ahmad Pandit, 23, son of Abdul Aziz Pandit of Sheikhpora, Humhama injured in the police and CRPF firing on September 13 succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS Soura. Doctors at SKIMS told to the media that Sajad Ahmad succumbed to his injuries on the intervening night of September 21-22. “He breathed his last at around 1 am,” the Medical Superintendent, SKIMS, Dr. Syed Amin Tabish told media. He said Sajad sustained firearm injuries in his right thigh. On September 13 in critical conditions he was shifted to SMHS hospital later on referred to SKIMS on September 20 after his right limb was amputated.

DOCTORS STATED:


Doctors at the Budgam and Srinagar hospitals told media that those who succumbed to the injuries had bullet injuries above their waists.  “It is a clear indication of target firing,” said a senior doctor at Budgam hospital, adding the hospital received more than 40 bullet injury cases. Fifteen of them who had bullet injuries above waist were critical. They were referred to Srinagar for treatment,” the doctor said. Another doctor said of the 10 bullet injury cases received at Ompora medical institute, eight were referred to Srinagar in critical condition. 

HUMHAMA YOUTH SUCCUMBS

On September 22, a youth injured in the police and CRPF firing on September 13, a week ago succumbed taking the death toll in the present Kashmir unrest since June 11 to 109 while the Valley. 
YOUTH SUCCUMBS  

Doctors at SKIMS, Soura said that Sajad Ahmad Pandit son of Abdul Aziz Pandit of Sheikhpora, Humhama succumbed to his injuries. “He breathed his last at around 1 am,” the Medical Superintendent, SKIMS, Dr. Syed Amin Tabish told media. He said 23-year-old Sajad had sustained firearm injuries in his right thigh. He was injured in the firing on September 13 at Humhama and was shifted to SMHS. He was later referred to SKIMS after his right limb was amputated there on Sep 20.


Amid tight curfew imposed by the authorities, massive protest marked the burial of Sajad Ahmad as thousands of people from Sheikhpora and adjoining areas attended his funeral procession.

BEMINA YOUTH KILLED 

On September 18, 31-year-old, Fayaz Ahmad Naikoo son of late Abdul Rehman of Boatman Colony, Bemina succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS Soura. The deceased was shot and critically injured on September 14 by CRPF troopers while he tried to save life of a woman. The victim’s family alleged that Fayaz was shot without any provocation. However, police stated that the youth received bullet while dispersing a mob of violent protesters.

The killing evoked massive protest demonstrations in the whole Bemina area. People from all nearby areas rushed towards the house of Fayaz, raising pro-freedom and anti-India slogans blocked the Srinagar-Baramulla highway at Boatman Colony. The protesters demanded action against the guilty troopers.

While talking to a researcher of The Informative Missive, Hilal Ahmad younger brother of the deceased said, “On the fateful day of September 14 our area witnessed some minor protests in the morning followed by clashes on national highway at Boatman colony. But in the afternoon, the situation normalized in the area and restrictions were imposed on the highway. At about 3 pm, Fayaz went out of his house and walked into a lane behind the house. On his way, he found an elderly lady down on the ground who was beaten on her legs by troopers while chasing away youth. He rushed to help her. As soon as he took her up he was shot on his forehead by a CRPF trooper hiding behind a wall on the bye-lane of highway. The bullet pierced through his skull damaging his brain severely.”

He added, “After my brother received bullet the elderly woman raised alarm, which attracted the people’s attention. Some people rushed to carry wounded Fayaz and took him to nearby SKIMS, Bemina hospital, where from referred to SKIMS, Soura. After shooting my brother, troopers escaped. In SKIMS, Soura, he was immediately operated upon for four hours. As many as 4 points of blood were given to him, of which two were given by me and two were purchased from hospital bank. After surgery the doctors said that his brain has damaged completely. He was kept in ICU on ventilator for four days. Eventually on the night of September 17 at about 10:30pm he succumbed to his injuries.”

“After staying in SKIMS for a night, in the morning of September 18, I could not take his body to home through the normal route Soura-Bemina because of government imposed strict restriction. Finally, I detoured via Ganderbal-Sumbal and reached home after facing many hardships. We buried his body at Qamarwari instead of our ancestral graveyard at Nowhatta because of non allowance of police”, complained Hilal. 

According to victim’s brother, Fayaz had never participated in protests or in any kind of activity against state. He was struggling hard to feed his two siblings, Sahil (3) and Farhan (1 ½) and his wife. He was making his earning by selling vegetables on handcart. His earning was very little against his responsibilities. 

“Police refused to furnish the copy of FIR which they claimed to have filed. The reservation of police in sharing FIR copy, if filed, is well understood, as they might have labeled our son as a stone pelter to shield the culprits. We at home are not in a position to pursue the cumbersome case in the Court, as there is none in the family who can follow the case”, Hilal concluded.   

ON HOLY NIGHT 4 KILLINGS IN PATTAN 
Sept 6: Four persons were killed and 12 others injured when police opened fire on protesters at Palhalan and Wussan in Pattan. The killings on the eve of Shab-i-Qadr- holiest night of the year- come after a week of relative calm in the Valley which saw several relaxations in strike. With today’s killings, the number of civilians killed by police and para-military CRPF since June 11 in the valley has reached 69. Those killed are mainly youth and children.

Eyewitnesses said the incident occurred at Palhalan village after a police cavalcade, on its way to Baramulla, was attacked with stones by a group of youth staging pro-freedom protests on the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad road. “The policemen from the cavalcade fired directly at the protesters and the bystanders,” witnesses said. “I was coming out of the Masjid and I saw policemen firing indiscriminately on the people,” said Ghulam Muhammad, an eyewitness. A youth died on the spot while 10 persons were injured. The deceased was identified as 16-year old Feroz Ahmad Malik (also known as Showkat) son of Abdul Aziz Malik of Naik Mohalla, Pattan. He received several bullets in his abdomen. The injured were shifted to different hospitals. One of the injured persons Noor-ud-Din Tantray, 26 son of Ghulam Nabi Tantray of Tantray Mohalla, Palhalan succumbed to injuries at SKIMS.

The word about the deaths brought hundreds of people from neighboring villages to Pattan. They staged massive protests raising pro-freedom and anti-India slogans. Police and CRPF again opened fire killing Muhammad Ramzan Mir, 45, son of Muhammad Sultan Mir of Wassan Khoi on the spot and injuring several others. Mir was a farmer. One of the injured, Mudasir Ahmad Mir, 23 son of Muhammad Abdullah Mir of Wussan Khoi succumbed to his injuries in hospital.

Several injured admitted in the hospitals were said to be in critical condition. One of the injured, Muhammad Ashraf Mir, is battling for life at SKIMS. He has a bullet in his neck. Doctors at sub-district hospital Sumbal where most of the injured were admitted identified the injured as Farooq Ahmad Shah, Nayeem Ahmad Tantray, Abdul Hamid Bhat, Showkat Khan, Muzaffar Hajam, Muhammad Iqbal Naik, Javaid Ahmad Dar—all residents of Palhalan; Nazir Ahmad Wani and Muhammad Lateef Mir of Wassan Khoi.

The Pattan town and its peripheries were tense even as protests continued after the killings. Protesters blocked traffic on the highway. Locals said forces continuously fired for at least an hour in several streets and alleys. “They terrorized the whole village. They even barged into several houses and dragged out men, women and children,” said Ali Muhammad, a local.

Protests also spilled over to Delina, Khawja Bagh, Baramulla, Sumbal, Bandipora where young boys pelted stones on forces, triggering clashes. 

At least 12 persons were wounded when police and CRPF troopers fired teargas canisters and baton charged protesters at Pampore. Eyewitnesses told media that police and CRPF troopers used brute force on people who were staging peaceful protests at Namlabal after prayers. Three persons Bilal Ahmed, Tawheed Ahmed and Amir Shafi were critically were wounded and were shifted to SKIMS Soura.

“When I came out of a lane, 10-12 troopers caught hold of me and thrashed me mercilessly for 15 minutes. They beat me up with gun butts and bamboo sticks. I received fracture in arms and legs,” said an injured Bilal Ahmed who was lying on bed.

POLICE SPEAKS:

“At 1430 hours this afternoon large groups of stone pelting mobs attacked the traffic, security force and police vehicles at Palhalan, Pattan, and Singhpora in Baramulla (Baramulla) district. On return from the spot, IGP Kashmir and his entourage, accompanied by senior police officers came under heavy stone pelting at Palhalan. 
To prevent mobs from merging into the police party the accompanied force chased the mobs so as to disperse them off. In dispersal some persons were injured, three of them later on passed away. This spot has been witnessing frequent stone pelting by frenzy mobs. Police, security force and civilian vehicles are being targeted at this place. Many civilians including the passengers of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus were injured in a number of stone pelting incidents,” a police spokesman said.
YOUTH JUMPS INTO CHENAB AFTER POLICE BEATING

Sept 2: Violent protest demonstrations broke out in Thatri area of mountainous Doda district after a local driver jumped into river Chenab immediately after he was released from police custody. Local residents alleged that police picked up a driver, Muhammad Rafi Mochi of Bandoi, for some unknown reasons. The driver, as per the locals, was given severe thrashing in the police station and was also subjected to harassment. After keeping him in custody for a few hours, Mochi was released in the afternoon. However, he reportedly rushed towards Chenab and jumped into the river behind the police station.

 As the news spread in the area, a strong mob of around five thousand people assembled in the town and all the shops and other business establishments were closed. The protestors marched straight to the police station and reportedly attacked the SHO, Raghubir Singh, who had to take shelter in a nearby army camp.

 The angry mob ransacked the police station and set ablaze the official vehicle of the SHO. They were demanding immediate arrest of the erring cops who they said were responsible for the driver’s killing. Police fired teargas shells and several rounds in air to quell the mob. 

 While police maintains that Mochi was picked after a local resident, Abdul Karim, lodged an FIR alleging kidnapping of her daughter, the local residents maintained that the poor driver was picked up and given severe thrashing by the police personnel only because of carrying two extra passengers in his vehicle.

 Senior police officers including District SP Prabath Singh rushed from Doda to take stock of the situation. Police has agreed to place two constables under suspension, while assuring that matter would be probed.

ARMY ADMITS KILLING IN B’PORA

SAYS IT’S CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY

Sept 9: Eid enthusiasm turned into mourning in Kudara village of North Kashmir’s Bandipora district after a 38-year-old civilian Manzoor Ahmad Peswal son of Ghulam Nabi of Upper Kudara was shot dead by army men in the wee hours today. Army has confirmed the killing but termed it as case of “mistaken identity”.

Locals told media that Manzoor was shot dead by ambush party of 14 Rashtriya Rifles stationed in the area.  “Manzoor left home after Sehri to bring some fodder for his cattle. However, on way to the forest army shot him from close range without any warning.”

“We heard continuous gunshots and when we went out to ascertain the cause of firing, we saw Manzoor’s body lying in a pool of blood in the nearby forests,” they said.

They alleged that immediately after the death, the army men reached the spot and threatened them of dire consequences if they raised voice against army and protested against his killing. “He had promised his wife and lone child that he would go for Eid shopping once he returned from the forest,” said Manzoor’s Uncle Bashir Ahmed. “But fate had something else in store for him.”

Meanwhile, the killing of Manzoor triggered massive protests in the area. They demanded an independent probe into his killing and action against the army men involved. Later, thousands of people participated in Manzoor’s funeral prayers before he was buried in a local graveyard.

“He was deliberately killed by army men. If it is a case of mistaken identity as claimed by army, why they (troopers) took his body along with them to their base camp?” the locals questioned.

Sources in a Bandipore hospital said the deceased had sustained five bullet injuries in head, neck and chest. The locals also accused army of harassing locals in the area for the past many days. “Army had been questioning youth about the presence of militants in the area,” said a local.

Army sources said troopers had received inputs about the presence of a group of militants in the area earlier this week and had already launched manhunt in the area.

Army spokesman in Srinagar, Lt Col J S Brar while confirming the killing said army had launched an operation in a no-habitation area in Kudara area of Bandipora. “We noticed a suspicious movement of a person at 2 am. We fired warning shots and the person started running. He was fired upon and sustained injuries. The army men gave him first-aid but he succumbed to injures,” he said. Brar termed the incident as “very unfortunate”.

Meanwhile, police has lodged an FIR of murder case under section 205/210. “FIR has been lodged and investigations are on to trace the culprit,” a police official said.

MAN INJURED IN CLASHES SUCCUMBS

Sept 9: A 55-year old man injured in stone pelting clashes at Tengpora on Sep 8 succumbed to his injuries at the SK Institute of Medical Sciences. Ghulam Muhammad Guroo of Maloora Sumbal was on way to home from Pampore when he was trapped in clashes between forces and youth.

Witnesses said the youth were fighting pitched battles with police and paramilitary CRPF men when Guroo was hit by a stone. “Both policemen and youth were pelting stones. He received a stone on head and fell on ground. He was immediately admitted to SKIMS,” said Muhammad Muneer, an eyewitness.

 Guroo had gone to Letpora where he works as a labour. Along with his two brothers, Guroo was returning home after 15 days to celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr with his family. Guroo had not married and is survived by an adopted child.

 
As the body was brought to his residence, people shouted pro-freedom slogans. A local resident told media that they did not know whose stone hit Guroo, but whosoever did it should be punished,” he said.

 
Guroo was laid to rest at his ancestral graveyard at Maloora Khujibagh. Hundreds of people participated in his funeral procession.

 
A police spokesman said Guroo received head injury by a brick or stone. “The vehicle they were traveling in was stoned by stone-throwers at Tengpora,” he said. “A manhunt has been launched to nab the culprits,” he said.

PATTAN YOUTH SUCCUMBS, TOLL 70

Sept 12: A day after violent protests over the killing spree rocked Kashmir, authorities on the second day of Eid-ul-Fitr clamped indefinite curfew across the Valley. However, at various places people defied the restrictions triggering violent clashes which left scores of people injured. Meanwhile, a youth who was injured in police firing at Pattan Palhallan last week succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS Soura here taking the death toll in the ongoing Kashmir unrest to 70.

Muhammad Ashraf Mir son of Abdul Ahad Mir of Palhallan Pattan who was injured in police firing on September 6, succumbed to his injuries at SK Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura, officials said. “The deceased had sustained bullet injuries in the neck and he was not stable from the day one. He passed away this evening,” Medical Superintendent SKIMS, Dr Amin Tabish told media.

4 YOUTH SHOT DEAD PROTESTING QURAN DESECRATION 
On September 13, four persons were killed and at least 100 injured when police and CRPF men opened fire and resorted to intense teargas shelling on the protestors at various places in south Kashmir. Meanwhile a teenager went missing after he jumped in river Jehlum while being chased away by the forces.

Strict curfew was clamped in Islamabad, Pulwama, Kulgam, Bijbehara and Kakpora while severe restrictions were enforced in other major and small towns of the region.

Eyewitnesses said that hundreds of people from different localities of Pampore defied the restrictions, took to roads and staged pro-freedom and anti-India protests. They said that the protestors entered into clashes with government forces and tried to block the Srinagar-Jammu Highway at Kadalbal.  As the protesters after being dispersed were running for safety, the police and CRPF chased them and resorted to firing and heavy teargas shelling in the interiors of the town killing one person on spot and resulting in the injuries to 50 others, witnesses said. 

 Two critically injured were shifted to Srinagar hospital where they succumbed to injuries. The deceased have been identified as Riyaz Ahmad Shiekh S/o Ghulam Muhammad Shiekh (28) of Tengan, Pampore, Ajaz Ahmad Wagay, (26) of Kadalbal and Javaid Ahmad Rather of Kadalbal. At least 20 persons sustained bullet injuries. 

A 14 year boy was killed and two others injured after the forces and police resorted to unprovoked' firing in Islamabad.  Witnesses said the police and CRPF men without any provocation opened fire at Sarnal near the house of Member of Parliament and senior NC leader Dr. Mehboob Beg in the evening killing a 14 year old boy Aqib Ahmad Wagay S/O Gulzar Ahmad Wagay on spot and injuring two others. The injured were shifted to district hospital, Islamabad and later Firdous Ahmad S/O Ghulam Qadir who was hit by a bullet in chest, was referred to Srinagar in a critical condition.

Reports said as the news about the death of the boy spread, thousands of people including women defying the restrictions, took to streets and staged protests. The massive protests and fierce clashes between forces and youth were going on in many areas of the town till late night.

Eyewitnesses said the Ikhwanis turned SOG persons of Kadipora SOG camp also fired on the funeral procession of the deceased near Mattan Chowk. “When we reached with the body near Kadipora SOG camp at Mattan Chowk, the Ikhwanis camping there, fired at us. They even did not even spare the dead and fired a volley of bullets on his coffin" said Basheer Ahmad who was a part of the procession

Earlier, in the morning several police and CRPF personals were injured when the youth defied restrictions in volatile area of Malakhnag in old town and hurled stones on the forces deployed there. At least 15 people were injured when cops and forces resorted to firing and teargas shelling at protestors at Sangam on the Srinagar-Jammu highway. 

Eyewitness said that thousands of people from the peripheries of Sangam like Mazgam, Litter and Naina took out a procession and marched towards Sangam this afternoon. As the protesters reached near Sangam Chowk and tried to block the highway, the forces opened fire and lobbed teargas canisters on them triggering clashes. At least fifteen protestors sustained injuries. One of the critically injured Shabir Ahmad who received the bullet injuries was shifted to Naina hospital where from he was referred to Srinagar.

In Shopian at least 40 people were injured some of them critically during the day long clashes between them and the forces. Reports said that groups of youth in many localities of the town took to roads and clashed with the police and forces since morning. They said that the youth attacked the police station and Deputy Commissioners' office with bricks and stones triggering violent clashes between the two sides. The police and the CRPF men deployed there fired rubber bullets and resorted to intense teargas shelling and aerial firing to quell the angry youth. 

During the clashes, eyewitnesses said, at least 40 persons and six police men were injured. Three youth, reports said, received rubber bullets in their eyes and were shifted to Srinagar hospital. Reports of violent protests and clashes with several injured were also received from Kulgam, Qaimoh, Qazigund, Pulwama, Awantipora, and Bijbehara townships while massive pro-freedom demonstrations rocked Tral. More than twenty thousand people from the adjoining villages and Tral staged protests in the main town.

Later in the evening, police ransacked the house of Bar President Islamabad Fayaz Ahmad Saudagar. The family accused the police of looting cash and jewelery from the house besides thrashing them. Pertinently Saudagar is the district president of Democratic Freedom Party Tangmarg

At least five people were killed and 65 others injured, when police and the CRPF personals opened fire on the protesters in the Tangmarg area of north Kashmir. Reports said that thousands of people from Tangmarg and the adjoining areas assembled during the wee hours to take part in the protests against the alleged desecration.

As the protesters according to reports gathered in the main Chowk of the Tangmarg, a group of protesters moved towards the Bisco School situated in the area. The protesters after setting the newly constructed missionary school on fire set ablaze other Government buildings including Fisheries department, Social welfare department, Block office, Tehsil Office, Court office, Treasury, Mechanical Division office, Sheep Husbandry office and the Municipal office.

However the troopers and cops swung into action and opened indiscriminate fire on the protesters killing three persons on the spot and injuring 65 others. The deceased were identified as Mudasir Ahmad Parrey S/O Gh. Rasool Parrey R/O Krishama Tangmarg, Tariq Ahmad Ganaie r/o Tillegam, Qayoom Ahmad Wani of Waniloo Tangmarg, Iqbal Ahmad Malik s/o Bashir Ahmad Malik of Tumberhama village. Out of the 65 injured, 55 have bullet injuries and have been shifted to the Srinagar for specialized treatment. 

Witnesses said after the shootout, police continued the firing hampering the rescue operation resulting in four deaths due to loss of blood. Many youth were reported to be missing following the shootout.  People fear that the police might have dumped the bodies in Shajamarg forests in Tangmarg as the locals were not allowed to search for the missing there. 

Meanwhile clashes broke out in different parts of Baramulla district over the killings. In Pattan area, police opened fire, after a group of protesters attacked the police station. In the ensuing clashes three persons were injured. Violent clashes were also held at Sangrama and Azad Gunj. 

BSF KILLS YOUTH
On September 13, one person was killed and 30 others were injured as police and CRPF open fire at several places here in North Kashmir district of Bandipora. Nissar Ahmad Bhat (22) was killed and three others were injured when personnel of Border Security Force (BSF) allegedly opened fire on peaceful protesters in Ajas township of Bandipora.

Eyewitness told media that a group of youth were protesting against the desecration on Srinagar-Bandipora road at Ajas who were fired open by the BSF personnel after they (BSF) unprovoked beat them mercilessly. “When the elders interrupted they (BSF) open direct fire and killed Nissar Ahmad on spot. He was not the part of protests during the incident” the witnesses said. 

Locals alleged BSF, CRPF and Police of beating injured persons who were referred to Srinagar. “We are beaten and not allowed to move towards Srinagar. They (CRPF) forced us to go Hajin along with Injured for treatment” said a local. “They didn’t allow us to use Hospital ambulance in order keep the incident hidden” he said. Six persons sustained injured in Ajas after funeral procession of Nissar when people attacked cavalcade of Superintendent of Police Junaid Mehmood.

Nine people were injured in Saderkoot village of Bandipora when forces allegedly opened fire to chase away people who were protesting against the Ajas killing near Saderkoot, four of them were referred to Srinagar. During the daylong clashes eight persons were injured including two women when Police and CRPF lobbed teargas shells to disperse the protesters in various wards of Bandipora.

People defy curfew early in the morning when police allegedly barged into houses and beat a 38-year-old Rukhasana Begum and his son Mudasir. This infuriated the residents who staged protests and pelted stone on cops deployed in the main Market Bandipora, three persons were injured in Nadihal, Hajin, Kaloosa and Sheikh Mohall Bandipora during the day long clashes.

Dozens of youths have been arrested from various localities of Bandipora like Kaloosa, Saderkoot, Main town and Sheikh Mohalla. 

For the second day running, a strict curfew was imposed across the summer capital here to check the protests even as people defied curfew at a few places including Soura and Parimpora. At least 11 persons were injured in police action against protesters during clashes.

Witnesses said protesters defied curfew and staged pro-freedom demonstrations near Sabzi Mandi, Soura. They clashed with police and CRPF men and pelted them with stones as they tried to disperse them. The forces caned protesters; lobbed teargas shells and opened fire injuring at least eight of the protesters; witnesses said. 

Earlier near Parimpora, on the Srinagar-Baramulla highway in city outskirts, three persons were wounded when police opened fire to disperse protesters demonstrating against the alleged desecration of holy Qur’an in US. Witnesses said a procession, comprising of people from several localities including Sumbal, Narbal, Mujgund and other localities, was on its way to Srinagar. The protesters, they said, clashed with police at Parimpora.

They pelted policemen with stones and attacked the Parimpora police station. The cops lobbed tear smoke shells and opened fire to disperse them injuring three of them. The injured were identified as Zahoor Ahmad son of Bashir Ahmad of Mujgund, Muzaffar Ahmad son of Abdul Rahim of Mujgund and Bilal Ahmad Tantray son of Abdul Rashid Tantray of Panznair. They were shifted to JVC Hospital Bemina.

ANOTHER YOUTH SUCCUMBS, TOLL 89; 60 INJURED IN FRESH CLASHES, BEMINA YOUTH CRITICAL

Sept 14: A youth injured in the firing at Tangmarg on September 13 succumbed to his injuries. Abdul Qayoom of Sangrama was injured in police and CRPF firing at Tangmarg yesterday and he succumbed to his injuries this morning, witnesses said. With Qayoom’s death toll in Tangmarg firing mounted to six.

The Tangmarg town and its peripheries remained tense after the killings today. Hospital authorities revealed 72 persons were injured in yesterday’s firing with 70 of them sustaining bullets.

Since yesterday, locals say scores of youth are missing from several localities of Tangmarg, Pattan and Baramulla. They had participated in the protest march to Tangmarg. Locals said around 40 youth are in police custody. They said many senior citizens approached police seeking their release but police have rejected their pleas.

Reports said protesters defied curfew at Khanpora, in North Kashmir’s Baramulla town and staged protests against the fresh killings. Police and paramilitary forces caned and lobbed teargas shells to disperse the protesters who pelted stones on them. Witnesses said two persons were injured in police action. The injured were identified as Tariq Ahmad Sofi son of Bashir Ahmad and Showkat Ahmad Khan so of Ali Muhammad, both residents of Khanpora. Tariq, 21, was shifted to SKIMS, Srinagar in a critical condition. He had a firearm injury in head.

Witnesses said protests also erupted in several localities of Sopore including Warpora, Bomai, Arampora and Haathishah. Police and CRPF used force to disperse the protesters. Police said that protesters pelted stones on a CRPF camp at Bomai. One person, Khazir Mohammed Nadaf son of Habibullah Nadaf of Bomai was injured in clashes.

Police, however, said that he was injured after in the clashes after a group of locals “objected to stone-pelting on CRPF camp.” Police said it has registered an FIR.

Protests also broke out at Chogal and Harpora in Handwara; Drugmulla in Kupwara; Sumbal and Watpora in Bandipora. At Watpora, protesters attacked the house of a Congress activist, Habibullah Bhat of Watpora.

At least 15 persons were injured, one of them critically, when police and CRPF opened fire to disperse stone pelting youth at two separate places in central Kashmir Budgam. Eight persons were injured when CRPF and police opened fire on a group of youth who had engaged the paramilitary troopers in stone pelting at Chadoora. 

“One of the injured, Abdul Rashid Ganai, 45, was hit by a rubber bullet in chest. Though his bullet was removed at the Chadoora hospital he was referred to SKIMS for further treatment,” said a senior doctor working in one of the district hospitals. Seven other persons who had received minor injuries in the actions by the forces were treated at the Chadoora hospital, doctors said.

In a separate incident seven persons were injured when CRPF troopers of 174 Battalion stationed at Doonwari near Wathora opened fire on group of stone pelting youth. Of the eight persons, Bilal Ahmad Beg, 20, Imtiyaz Ahmad Wani, and Aqib Javaid—all three from Wathora area- who had received bullet injuries in firing by CRPF were referred to SMHS hospital.

While Beg had a bullet injury in abdomen and was shifted in critical condition, Imtiyaz Ahmad Wani had bullet injury in his left knee, and Aqib was hit by teargas shell in his left eye, doctors said. “Aqib was working in his orchard when he was hit by a teargas shell,” sources said.

AMID CURFEW, MASSACRE ON

4 PROTESTERS KILLED IN POONCH, YOUTH SHOT DEAD IN SOPORE; TOLL 95

Sept 15: The death toll in the ongoing Kashmir unrest mounted to 95 with police and paramilitary CRPF killing four persons in Jammu’s Poonch district, while a youth fell to bullets in north Kashmir’s Sopore town.       

In Poonch at least four persons were killed and 45 others, including 25 policemen were injured, when police opened fire at demonstrators, staging protests against alleged desecration of holy Quran in United States, in Mendhar tehsil. 

Massive anti-US protest also rocked parts of Jammu, Reasi and Ramban districts as temper against the alleged desecration of the Holy Quran continued to run high in the state. Sources said that police opened fire on an anti-America protest on the pretext that it was marching towards Bathon Dhar area to attack a Christian School. In the police action four students were killed on the spot while six critically injured youth were shifted to Government Medical College Hospital Jammu where condition of some of them was stated to be critical. 

Eyewitnesses said around 10 am hundreds of people raising pro-Islamic and anti-US slogans took to the streets in Mendhar town. “When the procession reached near Dak Banglow, policemen led by a local SDPO opened fire on them leading to the death of two students on the spot, and injuring around 22 others. Two more injured, later succumbed to his injuries in the hospital. 

“After the killings, protesters turned violent and they set on fire whatever came in their way including police vehicles and all offices and official residences of SDPO and SDM Mendhar”, eyewitnesses said.

Those killed in the police firing have been identified as Shamim Ahmed son of Muhammad Majid resident of Jagil Mendhar, Arshad Khan Son of Muhammad Azam Resident of Arari Mendhar and Alamdar Shah Son of Sadaq Hussain resident of Gulad Mendhar and Baghdad Hussain. 

The injured have been identified as Azad Ahmed Khan (15) son of Shabir Ahmed, resident of Dhar Ghloon, Rizban Khan son of Iftikar Ahmed Khan Dhar Ghaloon, Safeer Ahmed son of Mohammed Hanif resident of Chak Banglow, Muhammad Zahid son of Abdul Rashid resident of Gadsoo, Kabir Hussain son of Faqir Hussain resident of Gursai, and Atteek Hussain son of Muhammad Nasib resident of Balarkote in tehsil Mendher (Poonch). 

 Sensing the gravity of the situation Army was immediately requisitioned, which staged a flag march in the town, said official sources.

YOUTH KILLED IN SOPORE

A 20-year-old was killed in north Kashmir’s Sopore town when police and paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire on protesters. Witnesses said as the deployment of CRPF was withdrawn from Batapora, Sopore in the evening, people came out on roads and staged peaceful protests.

“The CRPF men of 176 battalion opened fire directly on the protesters without any provocation injuring three persons,” witnesses added. Doctors at Sopore hospital declared one of them dead. He was identified as Mudasir Ahmad Kanna, 20, son of Bashir Ahmad Kanna of Batapora. A bullet had hit him in his chest. The condition of two others was stated to be critical.

 As the word about the killing spread massive clashes broke out in several localities of the town including at Arampora, Main Chowk, and Iqbal Market. Fierce clashes were going on in these localities as protesters pelted stones on forces. The later responded by teargas shells and live ammunition. Several persons sustained injuries in the clashes. The angry protesters torched the government transport yard office in the town.

Meanwhile, Police booked SDPO (Mendhar) and his four body guards on murder charge in connection with the killing of four persons in police firing during a protest demonstration in Mendhar town against the desecration of the Holy Quran in USA, officials sources said.

They said that the murder case was registered against the SDPO Vivek Gupta and his four Personal Security Officers   on the direction of Chief Minister Omar Abdullah. “The SDPO has been attached with the office of Inspector General of Police (IGP) and asked to report by Thursday morning (Sep 16),” sources said. A case FIR number 182 under section 302 of RPC has been lodged at the police station Mendhar against the officer and his body guards. 

“DySP Operations (Rajouri) Farooq Kesar has been appointed as SDPO Mendhar in place of Vivek Gupta, sources said, adding “Kesar has been asked to report at his new place of posting at the earliest,” the sources added.

As per the sources, CM Omar Abdullah has sent a team of legislatures, led by vice chairman of Jammu and Kashmir State Pahari Advisory Board, Mushtaq Ahmed Bukhari, to Mendher to defuse the tense situation in the area. Bukhari is accompanied by MLA (Kalakote) Rachpal Singh, MLC (Mendhar) Javed Rana and MLC (Mendhar) M. R .Qureshi.

MAISUMA YOUTH SUCCUMBS

Sept 16: The death toll in the ongoing Kashmir unrest mounted to 96 as another youth Yasir Rafiq Sheikh, cousin of the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front chief, Muhammad Yasin Malik, succumbed to his injuries in a New Delhi hospital.  Meanwhile, around 60 people were injured in the CRPF firing on protesters in different parts of the valley while a curfew continued in the Valley for the fifth day running without any relaxation.

Yasir, 28, was among the five youth injured in the police firing on a group of carom playing youth at Maisuma on August 30. He had received multiple pellet injuries in his abdomen and was operated upon at SMHS hospital here. He was referred to Apollo hospital in New Delhi a few days back. Malik’s nephew, 18-year-old Ashfaq Ahmad was also injured in the police firing on that fateful day.

In North Kashmir’s Sopore town, at least eight persons were wounded when police and paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire at a group of youth in the evening at Chankhan, witnesses said. The injured were rushed to sub-district hospital in Sopore, wherefrom four were referred to SMHS hospital, Srinagar, where condition of one of the injured, Riyaz Ahmad, was stated to be critical.

Protests also broke out near Pathukha. Witnesses said troopers of army’s 52 RR opened fire to disperse the protesters injuring three of them. The town and its peripheries have been tense since Sep 15 when a youth, Mudasir Ahmad Kanna, of Batpora, Sopore was killed when troopers of CRPF 176 Battalion opened fire on a group of protesters.

Meanwhile, the forces continue to hinder the free movement of the essential service vehicles, especially ambulances. A police statement issued said that curfew remained in force in Srinagar City, Budgam town, Choon, Mirgund-Budgam Road, Sheikhpora, Humhama,  Nadir Gund via Gogo, Chadoora, Wathoora, Mochua, Kralpora, Galwanpora, Narkara, Ompora, Ganderbal, Kangan, Anantnag, Bijbehara, Kulgam town, Qoimoh, Pulwama Town, Shopian Town, Awantipora, Lethpora, Pampore, Tangmarg, Sopore Town, Kralpora, Trehgam, Kupwaran Town, Bandipora Town and Sumbal Town.

3 MORE KILLED IN FORCES FIRING

Sept 17: Three persons were killed and 20 others were wounded in forces firing in central Kashmir’s Budgam district, Shopian in south and in Baramulla north Kashmir. With three more killings the toll in the ongoing unrest mounted to 99 in 99 days.     

BUDGAM

One youth was shot dead and more than 12 persons received bullet injuries as forces resorted to firing at several places in central Kashmir’s Budgam district to disperse youth who tried staging pro-freedom protests. Authorities had called in army to patrol the streets along with police and paramilitary troops at several places here to thwart the demonstrations.

Reports said scores of people of Churpora village in Soibugh defied curfew and took out a protest rally. The protestors, according to the witnesses, tried to fight a pitched battle with forces with stones. However, forces retaliated with opening fire killing Fayaz Ahmad Dar son of Ghulam Rasool Dar on the spot and injuring three other youth.

In a separate incident, the doctors said, three person received bullet injuries when forces opened fire at a group of protestors near Chirpora, village of Beerwah. Doctors at Magam hospital told media that the institute received 12 bullet injuries of which nine were referred to Srinagar in critical condition.

PATTAN

Witnesses said scores of people from several villages of Pattan and Palhallan in Baramulla defied curfew and marched towards highway. They raised pro-freedom slogans. However, at Tapper Payeen, witnesses said forces used live ammunition and pump action shots to disperse them. Six persons were injured in the forces action. One of the injured youth Ghulam Rasool Bhat son of Ghulam Muhammad Bhat of Tapper succumbed to his injuries at Sumbal sub-district hospital. The news about his killing sparked fresh protests. More police and paramilitary reinforcements were rushed to the area to deal with the protesters.

 At Sangrama, near Sopore, three persons were injured in clashes after troopers used force against the protesters who defied curfew and staged demonstrations. 

SOUTH KASHMIR 
Amid curfew and shoot at sight orders in all the district headquarters and other major towns of south Kashmir, pro-freedom protests and violent clashes erupted at many places. One person was killed and six others were injured after the forces resorted to indiscriminate firing at protesters in Shopian. The condition of three of the injured persons was stated to be critical.

Though the town remained under the strict curfew, massive protests and violent clashes broke out between forces and protestors in the peripheries. During the day long clashes 20 people were injured some of them critically after the forces resorted to baton charge intense tears smoke shelling in the peripheral areas of the town; Shermal, Gagran and Aliyarpora. Several youth were also detained by the police.

 
Reports said that the protesters set on fire the seized timber of Forest department at Shermal. Forces, eyewitnesses said first resorted to baton charge, tear gas shelling and aerial firing injuring about 20-persons. 

Late in the evening massive pro-freedom demonstrations again broke out at Shermal. The protesters later clashed with the forces who first fired numerous tear gas canisters, pellets and then resorted to indiscriminate firing killing one person and injuring six others. The deceased has been identified as Imtiyaz Ahmad son of Muhammad Yousuf Malla, 23, of Pallipora, Shopian.

“Imtiyaz was shot at from a very close range and was brought dead to the hospital,” said Medical Superintendent of Shopian District hospital Dr. Ahangar. Three other persons who had bullet injuries were referred to SMHS, Srinagar in a critical condition. Two of them were identified as Muhammad Ayub and Ghazi Ismail while the identity of the third one could not be ascertained.

Two of the other injured persons had sustained pellet injuries while yet another had canister injury and are being treated in the district hospital. As the word about the incident spread in Shopian, people came out of their houses and staged massive pro-freedom demonstrations.

FIRING ON FUNERAL IN ISLAMABAD; 1 KILLED

September 18: A youth was killed and at least 12 others injured in Islamabad when government forces opened fire on a funeral procession of teenager Marouf Ahmad Nath (Raju), whose body was recovered from river Jhelum six days after he went missing after being chased away allegedly by the paramilitary CRPF troopers. Six of the injured, including two women, sustained bullet injuries and the condition of two is stated to be critical.

Early in the morning as the body of Marouf Ahmad son of Mukhtar Ahmad Nath, 17, was bought to his residence at Khanabal, people defied curfew and staged pro-freedom demonstrations. Marouf was missing since September 13 after he jumped into river Jehlum at Khanabal to save himself from the wrath of CRPF who were chasing him. Eyewitnesses alleged that the CRPF men hurled bricks on Marouf and two other persons after they jumped into the river while being chased away. 

One of the bricks hit Marouf as he went missing while two youth were rescued by the people. Though the authorities engaged Navy persons to fish out the body but they failed. Early in the morning on Saturday the teenager’s body was recovered from the river in Guru Village, nearly 6 Kilometers away from Khanabal.

As soon as the news of recovery of Marouf’s body spread, thousands of people from Khanabal and adjoining areas of Nathpora, Batengoo, Pushwara, Danter, Batpora, Zadipora and Harnag defied curfew and took out a procession along with the body and moved ahead. 

The procession was joined by hundreds of other people from Naibasti. However, when the procession reached near the General Bus Stand paramilitary forces intercepted them and fired several rounds in air and the resorted to tear gas shelling and fired from a pellet gun resulting into injuries to about six persons. 



When the procession, in which thousands of locals were participating, reached near Ahlihadees Masjid at Naibasti, the forces appeared on the spot and without any provocation resorted to indiscriminate firing.

At least six people sustained bullet injuries in the firing while Noor-ul-Amin Dagga son of Muhammad Amin Dagga of Naibasti died on the spot. The injured have been identified as Bilal Ahmad Najar son of Ghulam Ahmad Najar of Khanabal—who police said is the district president of the youth wing of opposition Peoples Democratic Party (PDP). The other injured included Zahoor Ahmad Dar, Muhammad Rafiq Dar and Gulzar Ahmad.

Two women namely Zahida Akhtar daughter of Farooq Ahmad Rah of Batengoo and Tanveera Yousuf wife of Muhammad Yousuf of Khanabal also sustained bullet injuries in the firing by government forces.

After the firing incident, authorities enforced strict curfew and severe restrictions in the entire area and people were not even allowed to peep through the window panes of their houses. The deployment was even extended to the lanes and by-lanes of the town.

Meanwhile, body of 21-year old Rashid Ahmad Ganai son of Ghulam Hassan Ganaie of Borihalan, Hirpora Shopian was recovered from a mulberry nursery in Padhpawan. Ganaie was a class fourth employee in Sericulture department and was missing since Sep 14.

His family members had also lodged a missing report after he didn’t turn up till late that night. They said his body was bearing severe torture marks and burns near his private parts. Police has lodged an FIR and started the investigations. 

3 YOUTH SUCCUMB, GIRL KILLED IN SOPORE

Sept 19: The death toll in the ongoing Kashmir unrest mounted to 108 on Sunday with three injured youth succumbing to injuries and a 25-year old girl falling to the bullets of forces at Sopore in north Kashmir. 

GIRL KILLED IN SOPORE 

Witnesses said a patrol party of forces which was on its way back to their camp at Wadoora “without any provocation” opened fire on pedestrians near Natipora in Sopore outskirts this evening. “One of the bullets hit Mubeena Akhter, 25 daughter of Dr Ghulam Ahmad Wani. She was rushed to district hospital Sopore from where she was referred to SMHS hospital Srinagar where doctors declared her brought dead, locals said.

As the word about the incident spread in the area hundreds of people took to the streets and staged a massive pro-freedom demonstration. Protesters were demanding stern action against the killers.  

3 YOUTH SUCCUMB 

Muhammad Amin Ganai, 25, son of Muhammad Ramzan Ganai of Tapper, Pattan who was injured near Tapper Payeen, Pattan on Sep 17 when police fired to disperse the protesters from several villages of Pattan and Palhallan succumbed to his injuries on Saturday night at SKIMS, Soura. Doctors said Ganai had firearm injury and his spine was shattered. 

SANGAM

Another person injured during police action at Sangam, Bijbehara in south Kashmir’s Islamabad district breathed his last this morning at SKIMS, Soura. Shabir Ahmad Dar, 25, son of Muhammad Ayub Dar of Lider-mund, Pulwama succumbed at SKIMS. He had sustained firearm injuries in his abdomen at Sangam on September 13. “His liver and diaphragm were grossly damaged,” said a senior doctor at SKIMS.

KHANABAL

Doctors at SMHS hospital said Bilal Ahmad Najar son of Ghulam Mohi-ud-din Najar of Khanabal, Islamabad had sustained multiple pellet injuries in the vessels of pelvic and abdominal region on Sep 18. “He succumbed today,” said a doctor.

As soon as Bilal’s body reached his native village in Khanabal, many people from the interior areas; Nathpora, Nandpoora, Batengoo, Pushwara,  Hanji Danter, Mir Danter, Batpora, Zadipora and Harnag came out on streets  and participated in his funeral prayers in a local park at Khanbal as there was stringent curfew outside. The body of the deceased was laid to rest in a local graveyard.

Stringent curfew was put in place and force personnel were seen guarding the narrow lanes and by-lanes of the old town as well as the civil line areas of Khanabal-Pahalgam (K.P) road. Late in the evening the police vehicle fitted with loudspeakers while warning people against venturing out of their homes announced that the night curfew will remain imposed in the town. 

Meanwhile, authorities—for the first time since the unrest began in June—cracked whip and clamped curfew in the Valley on the day when Hurriyat Conference led by Syed Ali Shah Geelani had suspended strike as per the protest calendar.

Police and CRPF sealed all the roads and made announcements over public address systems asking people to stay indoors or they will shot at.

Police, however, said they were complying with the orders of the respective district magistrates of the Kashmir valley who have imposed restrictions under section 144 CrPC to “bring the situation under control and minimize causalities.”

Police said instructions have been given to all the Station House Officers to ensure that the medicines and essentials commodities are made available to people.

POLICE SPEAKS

Meanwhile, a police spokesman said that there were no reports of any untoward incident from any part of the Valley today.  “Situation at this hour continues to remain normal and under control. Highway remained open from Srinagar – Jammu and Srinagar – Uri,” he said.

“Strict curfew restrictions  were in place  in Srinagar City, within the jurisdiction of Police station Budgam, Chadoora and Charar-i-Sharief, in Budgam district, Kangan, Ganderbal, Anantnag (Islamabad),Bijbehara, Kulgam town, Qaimoh, Pulwama town, Kakpora, Litter Pulwama, Shopian Baramulla, Delina, Pahalgam, Tapper Pattan, Sopore town, Kralpora, Trehgam, Kupwara town, Handwara, Chotipora, Kulangam, Bandipora town and Sumbal.

ANTI-IKHWAN PROTESTS IN BANDIPORA

Sept 2: Hundreds of people staged protests in Hajin township of North Kashmir’s Bandipora district. Hundreds of people from various localities of Hajin including Shahgund, Madvan, Banyari, Bharabad, Saderkoot and Gulmayari staged protests in Hajin market where they raised slogans against the revival of Ikhwan. Protestors were demanding arrest of all surviving Ikhwan leaders who are allegedly involved in various atrocities.

“Government should arrest the surviving Ikhwan leaders who are involved in various heinous crimes,” said a protestor Javid Ahmed, adding “If government is sincere in claiming that Ikhwan is not being revived it should arrest all the surviving Ikhwan leaders.”

Sept 3: The people in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district are furious over the reports of revival of the dreaded Ikhwan. Hundreds of people took to streets in Sumbal on Friday as protests continued against former Ikhwan commander, Qasim Ahmad Ahangar alias Qasim Khaar, for reviving Ikhwan.

The people took out a procession from Andarkoot and marched towards Nowgam village and back. They shouted slogans against Ikhwanis and Qasim Khaar. “Khaar is tarnishing the image of the entire Shia community. We condemn and protest the Government’s attempt to revive the dreaded force against the ongoing people’s agitation,” said a senior citizen while addressing the protest at Andarkoot.

The members said such an attempt was aimed at creating a division among the people of the Valley at this crucial juncture when they are fighting for their rights and justice. “If Khaar doesn’t shun Ikhwan, we’ll announce a social boycott against him,” they said.

The Bandipora district has witnessed protests since the news broke that Government has approached some former Ikhwan commanders to recruit youth to quell the ongoing agitation.

Sept 4: Hundreds of people took to streets in Ajas Bandipora raising pro-freedom and anti-Ikhwan slogans. The people staged protests on Bandipora-Srinagar road and halted Army and CRPF convoys for hours.

“We are protesting against the Government for attempting to revive the renegade culture in the area. Every such attempt which can be harmful to the ongoing people’s agitation will be fought against,” said an elderly person, Ghulam Hassan Bhat, while addressing the protesters.

“This Government has used and is using some self-interested persons to kill Kashmiri people, we will never allow anybody to exploit the innocent Kashmiris,” he said.
CoI ASSURES SECURITY TO WITNESSES

Sept 1: The Commission of Inquiry, constituted to probe the killings of 17 out of 65 civilians since June 11 by police and paramilitary troopers, issued a public notice to enlist witnesses and record their statements. The notice was issued following finalization of modalities during a meeting today between the Commission’s head, Justice (Retd) Syed Bashir-ud-Din and its member, Justice (Retd) YP Nargotra.


The Commission has called upon the groups of persons, individuals, institutions and associations having knowledge directly or indirectly of facts and circumstances related to the incidents to furnish statements in the form of affidavits sworn before any court or magistrate.

The Commission has assured full protection to the persons who wish to make their statements regarding the incidents and maintained that legal action will be initiated against those who furnish false information to it. The Commission has also bifurcated the cases of Srinagar, Islamabad and Baramulla districts and fixed separate dates and places for the sittings.

The terms of reference of the Commission include to enquire into the circumstances leading to deaths by firing or otherwise into the 17 incidents, fixing responsibility wherever excessive force has been used resulting in fatalities, suggest measures to avert the recurrence of such incidents in future, recommend the action to be taken against the person(s) or authorities found responsible in any such incident.

“Full protection will be extended to all persons appearing before the Commission. Be it noted that the proceedings before the Commission are judicial under sub-section (6) of section 5 of the Jammu and Kashmir Commission of Inquiry Act 1962. No statement, deposition or evidence should be submitted, which is not true and correct, to avoid attraction of section 193 RPC read with section 228 of RPC,” states the notice issued by the secretary to the Commission, Tariq Ahmad Banday.

On September 6, the Commission of Inquiry has sought reports from the State Government and the Police seeking particulars of the accused troopers and policemen and status of investigations into the cases so far.

Official sources said the Commission has asked the Home Commissioner, respective Senior Superintendents of Police and Station House Officers to identify particulars of the troopers and policemen who were on duty at the spot at the time of the killings. The Commission has also sought names of the magistrates in whose presence the accused troopers and policemen opened fire and teargas canisters resulting in the killings.

“This will help to establish the identity of the accused troopers and policemen and establish whether they opened fire on their own or on the orders of the magistrates,” officials wishing anonymity told media. The Commission has asked the police to give comprehensive details of the kind and quantity of the ammunition issued and utilized in the firing by the troopers and policemen on the fateful days.

It has also asked the police to submit whether FIR in respect of the 17 killings has been lodged or not. “In case no case has been registered, the Commission wants to know if any proceeding under Section 174 CRPC has been initiated. The Commission has asked the police to state whether the post-mortem autopsy of the killed persons was carried or not,” they said.

The Commission has also directed the police to furnish inquiry reports conducted by the district administration or any other information which it deems relevant. “After examining these reports, the Commission will be able to identify the accused personnel who were involved in the killings and initiate proceedings against them,” sources added.

The terms of reference of the Commission include to enquire into the circumstances leading to deaths by firing or otherwise into the 17 incidents, fixing responsibility wherever excessive force has been used resulting in fatalities, suggest measures to avert the recurrence of such incident in future, recommend the action to be taken against the person (s) or authorities found responsible in any such incident.
On September 25, the continuous curfew in the Valley for past over a fortnight is hampering the investigation by the Commission of Inquiry. Official sources said the Commission is yet to receive affidavits from the people including the victims’ families and eyewitnesses. “Due to strict curfew since Eid the concerned people could not record their statements before the Commission. We will be sending individual notices to the victims’ families to file the affidavits at an earliest. In case of any problem, we will try to provide them with all assistance to reach to us,” said an official of the Commission.

The Commission had also sought particulars of the accused troopers and policemen and status of investigations into the cases so far.

“But we have only received the reports regarding the investigations from some Police Stations of Srinagar. But the reports related to cases in Baramulla, Sopore and Islamabad are yet to be received. We will be sending reminders to the respective Senior Superintendents of Police and Station House Officers to furnish details of the accused troopers and cops and the magistrates who were present on the respective spots at the time of the killings,” the official said.

The Commission had also sought comprehensive details of the kind and quantity of the ammunition issued and utilized in the firing by the troopers and policemen on the fateful days. The Commission has to submit its report to the Government by October 28.

“Unless we receive all the reports including statements of eyewitness, it won’t be possible for the Commission to ensure free and fair probe. If the curfew and restrictions continue, the Commission will have to seek extension in the last date for submitting its report to the Government,” the official said. 

BILAL'S KILLING SHATTERS FAMILY

Sept 5: “Where are you my son? Why didn’t I stop you from leaving on that fateful day?” screams Abdur Rahim, father of Bilal Ahmed who fell to the bullets of paramilitary CRPF at Pattan in north Kashmir last month.

The 70-year old Rahim had brought up his son all alone after his wife passed away 2-decades ago. “He was only 3-years old when my wife died. Our entire world has got shattered due to his death. He always passed exams with flying colors. He was first among my children to study beyond 10th class,” he said and broke down. 

Recalling that fateful day Rahim said, “He was fasting and had gone to help labourers at nearby Hanjiwera village .The procession was also coming towards the road where he was working.” 

“Bilal got caught in between protesters and CRPF troopers after clashes broke out. Troopers shot him in thigh and he fell down, but others ran for safety. Blood was continuously oozing through his leg and he couldn’t run,” said an eyewitness Fayaz Ahmed.

Bilal was shot at and beaten by the CRPF men in the second week of August and he succumbed to injuries at SKIMS Soura 12-days later. “He crawled for a few meters and was crying for help. After hearing his screams troopers pushed him in a paddy field and started beating him up with gun butts, bamboo sticks and shields, till he became unconscious,” Fayaz added.

“They caught hold of his arms and legs and lifted his immobile body. Then they tossed him on ground again and again for 15-minutes.  I saw six troopers kicking his chest. They were beating him up mercilessly,” he said. “I was watching from a distance helplessly.”   

“Sensing him dead, the CRPF troopers left the spot and some villagers rushed and took him to Pattan hospital where from doctors referred him to Bone and Joint hospital,” victim’s brother Farooq Ahmed told media.
 


“He was operated thrice in SKIMS and breathed his last after battling for life for 12 days,” he added. The Medical superintendent SKIMS Soura, Dr Amin Tabish said that his liver was damaged and had blunt trauma on abdomen besides firearm injury in left thigh.

DEADLY PELLET GUNS!

Sep 1: Notwithstanding the government claims that pellet gun was non-lethal, medicos treating the pellet victims in the summer Capital find it deadlier than bullets.  The doctors said not only the treatment was more complicated than that for a bullet injury, but that the damaged caused by the pellets was even more killing.

 Since the introduction of pump action guns or pellet guns past week, some 100 persons have reportedly fallen prey to the pellets fired allegedly by police and paramilitary CRPF while the authorities insist the weapon is non-lethal. While one of wounded succumbed to the injuries, the condition of most others continues to be critical.

 Given the seriousness of the injuries, most of the injured have been admitted at Srinagar based hospitals: the SK Institute of Medical Sciences Soura, Valley’s sole tertiary care hospital and the SHMS Hospital. The doctors reveal gory tales of the patients as they battle for life.

THE CASES

 Teenager Aijaz Ahmed Lone son of Muhammad Subhan of Anchar, Soura was hospitalized on August 26 under MRD number 625311 after the CRPF allegedly fired the pellets on protesters there.  The patient with pellet injury was rushed to the operation theater where he was found having multiple perforations.

 “He had a spleenic injury, multiple perforations in small gut stomach and haemotoma around left kidney. Besides he had lung injuries on both sides,” said a team of surgeons who operated upon the patient. “These perforations in small and large gut required closure…Then haemotoma was removed and both lungs were also operated upon,” the surgeons said adding “bilateral thorocotomy was also done.” While the other organs could be saved, the doctors had to remove the badly damaged spleen.

 
In another case, Khan Asif Ahmed son of Nazir Ahmed of Buchpora was admitted under MRD No 00625239. Khan was operated upon for the injury which, as per the doctors, “shattered his kidneys, left lung and left large gut.”  The doctors fear such cases won’t be able to live a normal life even if they recover.

SMALL WOUND SHOCK

The pellet cases have shocked the doctors because apparently the victims don’t have any big wounds like that in case of a bullet injury.

 “Pellets apparently go unnoticed. The entry mark is so small that if patient doesn’t complain of pain the wound could be neglected and ultimately prove more lethal,” said a medico.  “The wound is barely of the size of mosquito bite,” he added.  But the damage is big. The SKIMS medicos said the pellets have resulted in “devastating injuries to patients as almost all their organs were involved.”

 ‘NLW TAG’ 

A police official said the pellet gun was turning to be their choice because of the Non-Lethal Weapon (NLW) tag attached with the weapon.  “In a single fire of the NLW we can target dozens in a mob and neutralize them for months,” he said.

CONSPIRED TO KILL…

· Pellets damage multiple organs of a victim

· Treatment, surgery more complicated than other firearm cases

· Requires presence of more surgeons, which means not many injured can be treated in one go

· Internal damages are deadly but wounds outside are so small that it could go unnoticed

· The entry mark is so small that if patient doesn’t complain of pain the wound could be neglected being taken as a mosquito bite and subsequently result in patient’s death due to internal injuries

· Chances of total recovery are bleak

TROOPS OPEN FIRE IN BARAMULLA, 6 INJURED

Sept 3: Six persons were injured when army personnel opened fire in Auqaf Market Baramulla after some youths hurled stones on them. Two of the injured persons were immediately rushed to Srinagar for treatment in critical condition. The incident occurred at around 6 pm when a group of army men led by an officer appeared in the Auqaf Market. The troopers pulled down a green flag hoisted by some youths on a cell tower. The incident provoked some youths in the market and they pelted stones on the troopers.

In retaliation, the troopers fired bullets resulting in injuries to six persons. Five of the injured persons have received bullets in their legs and arms, while one of the injured lady has stone injury in her head. The injured persons have been identified as Tanveer Ahmad Gojri S/o Sanaullah Gojri R/o Drangbal Baramulla, Farooq Ahmad Tantray S/o Abdul Rehman Tantray R/o old town Baramulla, Muhammad Yaseen Dar s/o Muhammad Rajab Dar R/o Azad Gunj Baramulla, Amir Kabir Beig S/o Abdul Kabeer Beigh R/o old town Baramulla, Shareefa Begum W/o Ghulam Din R/o Handwara and Irfan Ahmad Saleh S/o Manzoor Ahmad Saleh R/o Arampora Baramulla. Tanveer and Farooq were immediately rushed to Srinagar for treatment.

According to an eyewitness, the incident occurred when the market was abuzz with business activity. “The troopers instead of firing in air directly fired on the youth,” said Showkat Ahmad who was purchasing vegetables at the time of the incident.

On September 4, officials said that army had violated Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) by doing so. “Army has no mandate to fire at protesters. It should have informed the police before bringing down the flag,” a senior officer told media. 

“The state government should lodge protest with defence ministry over army’s action as it has got nothing to do with law and order. This is unwarranted action on their part. It is necessary for army to inform concerned police station when they go out for operation,” the official said. “Army violated SOP.”    

The district administration has taken a serious note about army confronting the protesters directly. “This can prove dangerous and can lead to causalities,” officials said. 

“Army can only step in to perform law and order duties if state government seeks its help,” said a senior official in the state administration. 

“Army is not for the purpose of riot -control or mob dispersal. It is exclusively meant for anti- insurgency operations, as troopers don’t have shields, bamboo sticks or other riot- control equipments. If protesters pelt stones on troopers, they have no alternative other than to open fire,” said a senior police official, adding that every precaution was taken to avoid direct confrontation between troopers and protesters during flag marches in July.

Senior Superintendent of Police Mansoor Ahmed Untoo said: “Troopers noticed a flag when they were on patrol. When they brought it down, people pelted stones on them. Troopers fired upon them in self defence,” he said. 

JKLF LEADER HIS 5 FAMILY MEMBERS INJURED IN POLICE FIRING

Sept 24: Senior JKLF leader, Showkat Ahmed Bakshi, his mother, two sisters his niece and five others were wounded when police and paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire on civilians at Bemina. Authorities imposed strict curfew and restrictions across the Valley throughout the day. No relaxations were given in the summer capital while curfew was relaxed for a few hours in the rural areas.

BEMINA SHOOTOUT

Witnesses said at around 6pm in the evening, forces opened fire on people when they came out of their homes near Gousia Colony, Bemina. “There were rumours that curfew has been relaxed and people came out. However, forces came rushing and opened fire,” witnesses said.

The injured were shifted to SKIMS medical college, Bemina. “All of them have scattered pellet injuries on their bodies. All of them are stable; we have treated them and referred four of them to SKIMS, Soura,” an official at the medical college said. The injured included senior leader of JKLF, Showkat Bakshi, his two sisters Shazia and Shamoona, his niece Qurat-ul-Ain and his mother.

Police, however, said three persons were injured in the incident. It said the people defied curfew, staged protests and resorted to stone pelting on forces. “In an effort to control the situation, three persons including one lady sustained minor injuries,” a police spokesman claimed.

‘SLOGANS ANSWERED BY BULLETS’

LONE BREADWINNERS BATTLING FOR LIFE

Sept 8: Battling for life in the Intensive Care Unit of SK Institute of Medical Sciences here, Tanveer Hussain Guroo, 27, is worried about the welfare of his hapless family. Tanveer was fired at along with five civilians by Army troopers in Baramulla town on Sep 3. He is the sole breadwinner of his family comprising of two sisters, mother and brother. He used to earn his livelihood by repairing mobiles.

Recalling the fateful day, Tanveer says the entire town was peaceful due to relaxation in the strike called by Hurriyat Conference. “The market was swarmed with shoppers and at 6:00 pm troopers came and brought down a green flag from a mobile tower. This enraged youth and they started raising slogans,” he says.

 “I couldn’t control my emotions and closed down the shutter of my shop and started raising slogans along with other youth who gathered on the spot,” he says.  “Without giving any warning, I saw troopers pointing guns towards us and rained bullets for five minutes. After bullets hit my legs, I fell on the ground,” he says.

 “Blood was continuously oozing from my legs. Some people picked me up and took me to SKIMS where doctors performed surgery on both legs. Are slogans answered by bullets?” he says.

 Another victim of Army firing, 23-year old Muhammad Yaseen Dar lying in bed number 23 at SKIMS Medical College Bemina is in shock.  He says he was on way to Masjid for prayers when troopers fired upon him. “Army men who were being chased by people fired upon me from point blank range and then kicked me. I was not involved in protests or stone pelting and was 200 meters away from the spot. Why did they shoot me?” he asks.

 
Like Tanveer, Yaseen too is the lone breadwinner of his family. He says he would usually earn Rs 100-115 every day by working as conductor with mini-bus of a relative.  “I would finance studies of my three siblings Kulsum, Bismah and Mudasir by this meager amount,” he says. 
 
The families accuse troopers of threatening them of dire consequences if they dared to register FIR against them. “The troops visited the families of injured and summoned elders to their camp and warned them of serious ramifications if any complaint was lodged against them,” they said. 

HANDWARA YOUTH ABDUCTED

Sep 4: Assassination bid on a youth allegedly by Ikhwanis or pro-Government gunmen set off massive protests in Vilgam area of North Kashmir’s Handwara town. Men, women and children of Shaharkote village of Vilgam took to streets this morning and staged demonstrations against the Ikhwanis and the police. Chanting slogans, the protesters said that a renegade, Farooq Ahmad Mir of Hafrada, abducted a youth and tried to murder him Thursday night (Sep 2).

The protesters blocked road link connecting Vilgam with Handwara town to press their demand for stern action against Mir, who works with Army’s 6 Rashtriya Rifles. Family sources said that Ejaz Ahmad, 22, son of Muhammad Yusuf Lone, a final year student of Government Degree College Handwara was busy in studies when armed Mir joined by his associates Muhammad Gulzar Lone, Ghulam Rasool Rather and Ghulam Muhammad Mir whisked him from his Shaharkote residence. The timely action by neighbors and family, they said, saved the life of the youth.

“We heard a knock at the door. Ejaz opened the door and started screaming. In a jiffy we rushed to the gate and found some masked gunmen whisking away my brother. We raised an alarm and our neighbors and relatives came to our rescue,” Ejaz’s brother, Abdur Rashid said.  

“The villagers started searches to save Ejaz from the abductors’ clutches. When we reached near Kiyelnad School, the Ikhwanis were thrashing my brother. On seeing the villagers in huge numbers Farooq Mir and his associates fled from the spot. My brother was left in a bad shape,” he added.

Rashid said that the family and the senior citizens of the village visited police station and filed a case against Mir and his associates. However police, he said, shielded the culprits and filed case against unknown men. “Everyone in the village knows Mir and his associates tried to assassinate my brother. My brother identified him. However, police is trying its best to save Mir,” Rashid said.

“A case FIR No. 45/2010 under Section 302 RPC has been registered. Further investigations are on,” a police official said. Superintendent of Police Handwara, Rafiq Vakil, said that he was not aware of any such incident. However, he assured action against the guilty if the allegations prove true.
IN YASIR, SHEIKHS LOSE APPLE OF THEIR EYE

Sep 17:  Shahzada last heard from her son, Yasir Rafiq, on August 30. Ever since she has been anxiously waiting outside the hospital wards for him to open the lips again. But for rest of her life Shahzada’s wish will be an unsatisfied perpetual desire for her son will never speak again.

Yasir, cousin of JKLF chairman, Mohammad Yasin Malik, was laid to rest this afternoon. He succumbed to injuries in a Delhi hospital yesterday after being in a state of coma for almost 20 days. Like most other victims of past over three months in Kashmir, Yasir was the only son of his family and the sole breadwinner for his middle aged mother, his father Rafiq Ahmad and sister Zeenat.

“They have snatched the light of our old eyes, our support for old age. How can I live without you?” wails Shahzada. Yasir was running a shop in Maisuma along with his father. But his death ended it all. “It is all over. What wrong had he done?” asks Shahzada.

Yasir, accompanied by his friends and acquaintances, was watching a game of carom outside his Maisuma residence. A police patrol asked the players and spectators to disperse but a peaceful negotiation allowed the game to continue. What disturbed the show shortly afterwards was the sound of pellet guns wielding in the close range, hitting five of the players and spectators.

“Boys were playing carom outside our home and Yasir went to watch the game at around 10.30 AM. I was watching from the window when the policeman fired at them. Yasir and other boys, hit by pellets, fell almost dead on the ground.  We rushed outside and took them to hospital in Yasin Malik’s vehicle,” recollected Yasir’s sister Zeenat. 

Yasir was worst hit. He received pellets in the abdomen which saw him falling unconscious on the spot. Yasir was removed to SMHS where he was declared critical and put on ventilator. Seeing no improvement in his condition, Yasir’s family took him to Delhi but it could not buy him time.

“Even there (Delhi) he did not show any improvement. He was all the time on ventilator till he died yesterday,” a close aide of Yasin Malik told media.

Yasir was the 96th victim of forces bullets in Kashmir in past about three months. And he, according to eye witnesses, was not a stone-pelter. “We were playing carom and no one was pelting stones. Yasir was watching us play when a police patrolling party objected to our presence. We convinced them that we were just playing carom and not pelting stones. Some of us even apologized to them. Then suddenly a policeman came running from a lane and shouted angrily at us. We got up to run away but he shot us from behind,” narrates Ishfaq, who was himself injured in the same incident.

SECURITY PERSONNEL PREVENT TAKING INJURED TO HOSPITAL

Sep 17: Strict enforcement of curfew coupled with heavy deployment of army prevented many injured in army firing from being shifted to the hospital.  Twelve-year-old, Mudasir Ahmad Sofi son of Ali Mohammad Sofi of Sadrabal in tehsil Pattan was fired at by army men when he came out of his home to offer Friday prayers along with his father at a local Masjid. 

"In the wake of Palhalan chalo call given by the Hurriyat Conference (G), army had been deployed in the area," said Muzaffar Ahmad, Mudasir's cousin. "They did not allow people to step out of their homes."

He said that Mudasir, a student of class 5th, had ventured out to offer Friday prayers at around 1.15 PM when he was shot at by the troops. "He was shot from behind and the bullet hit him just above the thigh," Muzaffar said, adding, “We wanted to take him to Pattan hospital, but the troopers didn't allow us." 

Muzaffar said that he and Mudasir's father alternatively carried Mudasir on their shoulders and walked about 15 kilometers from Sadrabal to Burren crossing through Tandripora, Raipora, and Chakhalong on the way.

"At Burren, we boarded a private vehicle and reached a Public Health Centre at Khoor," he said. At Khoor PHC, they were provided an ambulance and were referred to Magam sub-district hospital. "The doctors at Magam hospital administered drip to Mudasir and referred him to SHMS," he said.

Muzaffar said that attendants at Magam hospital urged them not to move towards Srinagar. "The attendants of patients told us that they were ruthlessly beaten up by the troops at Narbal when they were carrying their injured to SHMS," he said. "The driver of ambulance said that troopers had also damaged the ambulance." 

Muzaffar said that they decided to take Mudasir to District Hospital Budgam, where he is undergoing treatment. Doctors at DH Budgam said that it was a fire arm injury. "X-Ray of the boy has shown fracture in femur bone," said a doctor. "He will be operated upon tomorrow or the day after."

STUDENT LOSES EYE TO CRPF SLING-SHOT
Sep 29: The fears that government was risking the lives of students by decreeing them to attend schools amidst curfew and protests came true when a schoolboy lost his eye after being hit by a marble shot at him through sling shot allegedly by paramilitary CRPF troopers.

A 9th class student of Extol Bhawan School Awantibavan, Soura, Aabid Mushtaq, minutes after being brought out of Operation Theatre at SMHS Hospital here, while revealing his agony to media said: “I came out on road to see whether my school bus has reached the pickup place. Two CRPF men caught hold of me and another one shot a marble in my left eye with a sling shot from close range. They also thrashed me with canes.”

Aabid said he showed his identity card also but the troopers didn’t honour it. “CRPF men told me that Kashmiri students need not attend schools,” he said. “You are following Geelani’s calendar. When you didn’t go to school for past two days, what is the need to go today,” he quoted the troopers as saying. “Follow Geelani’s calendar,” the boy was told while being thrashed.

Aabid’s father, Mushtaq Ahmad Bhat, a businessman, said since there was no curfew or protests in the area he allowed his son to attend the school. “My son was profusely bleeding in the eye. His shirt was fully stained with blood when we took him to hospital,” he said.

Muzaffar Ahmad, an eyewitness, said CRPF men ruthlessly beat up Aabid. “They later held him and one of them hit him with the marble,” he said. “Kashmiri people are not safe in their own land. Forces are here to kill the people, not to provide security,” he lamented.

Aabid was rushed to SKIMS from where doctors referred him to SMHS Hospital. A senior doctor who operated upon Aabid told media that Aabid’s eye has been badly damaged with injury in eyeball. “He can’t see with that eye. We can only try to repair the eye to avoid deformity in the face,” the doctor said. The doctor said that Aabid has been shot from very close range. “It is unbearable. Small kids are becoming visually handicapped in force’s action,” he said.

The family members said they requested the SHO Soura to register an FIR. But police denied, saying let the patient recuperate from the injury then only they could register a case.

BULLETS, TEARGAS SHELLS DISFIGURE VICTIMS

70 MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERIES SINCE JUNE 11

Sep 30: Aamir Malik (18) of Tarzoo Sopore, who has spent four years to memorize Quran, has to wait for months now to recite it properly because of the multiple fractures he suffered in his jaws due to a teargas canister fired at him directly by paramilitary CRPF. On September 17, Aamir was hit by a teargas shell on right side of his face causing three fractures in his lower jaw and breaking his three teeth.

Aamir is not the only one whose face has been disfigured in police or CRPF action. There are 70 other persons in Government Dental College Hospital here whose one or other part of the face got paralyzed by bullets or teargas shells. 
Muhammad Yaseen of Khrew, Pulwama, is another victim of firearm injury. He has got mandible fracture. During surgery his jaw was reduced by doctors to join the fractured parts. Doctors say Yaseen’s nerve was damaged due to which one side of his face got deformed for life.

“We can heal the wounds, fix the fractures but the soft tissues lost due to hitting of bullets or teargas shells cannot be repaired,” they said. Such patients face psychological problems and maladjustment in the society,” a doctor said.

Of the 70 patients, 53 have got mandible fracture which causes blotch in the face. Ghulam Nabi Sofi, Muhammad Shafi and Aabid Hussain are some persons who have got complex Zygomatic fractures, which doctors say take time to repair and leave disfigurement in the patient’s face.

Gulzar Ahmad, Naseer Ahmad, Feroz Ahmad and Muhammad Aslam are some other persons whose facial appearance got deformed due to grave injury by teargas shells. Doctors say facial injuries by bullets or teargas shells pose both immediate threat to life and may produce delayed complications such as infections and cosmetic problems.

Doctors said they received several patients who were shot from very close range with bullet or teargas shell. “The face and neck have some vital organs which are confined to very small area of the body. Any injury to these organs leads to serious complications,” a doctor.

There are 20 females rushed to this hospital since June 11 who were hit by bullets or teargas shells on their faces. Shazia Yousuf (MRD No. 489282), Mugli Begum (MRD No. 134984), Quratul-Ain (MRD No. 136198), Shameema Bano (MRD No. 457500), Saba (MRD No. 136969), Maala Begum (MRD No. 493493) and Shazia Bano (MRD No. 132778) are some of them, who got mandible fractures and disfigurement in their faces.

Doctors say it is unfortunate that even women become target of force’s atrocities and are hit by ballistics on their faces. “Forces should mend their ways while dealing with women protesters,” said a senior doctor. 
DHS CONCERNED OVER ALLEGED HARASSMENT OF MEDICAL STAFF

Sep 24: Strong resentment is brewing among the officials of directorate of health service Kashmir over the alleged interference by police and paramilitary CRPF troopers in smooth functioning of the health sector in the Valley.

 
Doctors and paramedical staff associated with the district hospital Baramulla and different sub- district hospitals threatened to keep off from duties if authorities failed to ensure their hassle free movement and alleged harassment by police and paramilitary CRPF troopers. 

 The move came after the staff and the driver of an ambulance driver of Sub-District hospital Khaietangan were allegedly beaten by troops near Delina.

 Reports said an ambulance (No JKOIM 0865) was on way to Delina from Sopore, to lift paramedical staff when the troops deployed there stopped the vehicle and thrashed the driver and some of the staff members.

 “I and some of my colleagues were beaten by the troopers though we keep on insisting that health is an essential service. They didn’t listen to us,” said Tariq Ahmad, driver of the ambulance.

 
Sources said taking strong note of the incident, a delegation of doctors and paramedical staff of various sub district hospitals later met the Deputy Commissioner Baramulla and appraised him about the incident and the difficulties they are facing at the hands of the security forces during curfew hours.

 
However, the DC assured the delegation that matter would be taken with the authority concerned. Taking note of the frequent incidents of restriction on the movement of doctors and paramedical staff and even in some cases prohibiting the movement of ambulances carrying injured patients, the directorate of health, Kashmir, is learnt to have taken up the matter with the civil administration as well as police last week, sources said.

 Talking to media, Director Health, Kashmir, Muhammad Amin said following some reports about interference by forces in the movement of doctors he had taken up the matter with the Divisional Commissioner, and every other authority concerned. 

 “So far there has been a positive response. The ambulatory movement and the work of doctors should not be restricted even during the war times,” he said.

 In some cases, sources said even the angry youth were creating obstructions and not allowing vehicles of the health department to move freely.

 
 Many doctors from Budgam and some health officials from North Kashmir who spoke to media said they were at the receiving end. “Many of our ambulances have got damaged in the past few months. Sometimes it is one party causing damage and sometimes it is other party,” said Chief Medical Officer, Budgam.

 The situation is no good in South Kashmir. A doctor working at the district hospital, Islamabad said they not only had to face the harassment at the hands of the police and CRPF troops but the angry youth would sometimes also not allow them to move freely. Talking to media, Inspector General, CRPF, R K Dua, assured that strict instructions would be passed to security forces that they should honor the curfew passes.  

AMNESTY ASKS GOI TO ACT

'DON’T USE FIREARMS AGAINST DEMONSTRATORS’

Sept 17: Amnesty International has asked Government of India to take urgent steps to ensure respect for the right to life and to investigate past killings of demonstrators in past 3-months. 

“Amnesty International urges the Indian government to immediately instruct the security forces not to use firearms against demonstrators; Security forces should use the minimum force necessary to defend themselves or others against an imminent threat of death or serious injury. They should not employ intentional lethal use of firearms except where such use is strictly unavoidable in order to protect life,” an AI spokesman said in a statement.  

“Ninety-six people have been killed since June when protests broke out in Jammu and Kashmir after the killings of three young men, reportedly by the security forces, in March.  The vast majority of these killings have been at the hands of police and paramilitary forces,” he added. 

“An inquiry ordered by the authorities into 11 of the deaths by shooting in July has failed to make headway.  Amnesty International renews its call to the government to initiate an independent, impartial and thorough investigation into all the killings.  Members of the security forces responsible for excessive use of force in demonstrations should be brought to justice.  

In the last week alone, at least 23 people were killed and 80 others injured in shootings by the state police and the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) paramilitary personnel. Protestors defied curfew regulations, held demonstrations and often clashed with the security personnel,” the spokesman said. “Protests in several places turned violent as demonstrators hurled stones at the security forces in the last week. Reports about threats to burn the Quran in the United States increased tensions.  Demonstrators attacked two Christian schools and a hospital, burning one of the schools.” 

“At the same time human rights activists in Srinagar told Amnesty International that on a number of occasions the security forces shot protestors who were throwing stones at them. A number of towns in the Kashmir valley including Srinagar have been under 24 hour curfew for the last five days. Information about these events has been restricted as a result of strict enforcement of the curfew regulations. Journalists have informed Amnesty International that, despite possessing curfew passes issued by the authorities, they have been prevented by the police and the paramilitary personnel from leaving their homes. With journalists unable to report on the situation, a number of regional television stations and newspapers have suspended their work,” he said. 

“Any restrictions on the rights to freedom of movement or freedom of expression imposed for the protection of public order should only be such as are necessary and proportionate for that purpose and should be consistent with the state’s other human rights obligations. In view of the key role of journalists in facilitating exercise the right to freedom of expression, which includes the right to receive information.  Amnesty International calls on the Indian authorities to ensure that journalists can obtain curfew passes and are not harassed or otherwise obstructed while carrying out their professional functions of reporting and imparting information on issues of public concern,” the spokesman added.  

“More public protests have been announced for 21 September by the All Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC), one of the largest political formations in Jammu and Kashmir.   This underlines the urgency for the Indian authorities to instruct the security forces not to use lethal force when dealing with demonstrations,” he said.  

RAF WITHDRAWN

Sept 18: After failing to quell the ongoing protests in the Valley, the anti-riot Rapid Action Force personnel have been sent back to New Delhi. Informed sources told media that RAF personnel brought in last month on the request of chief minister Omar Abdullah to contain spiraling unrest, have been withdrawn as they “proved ineffective.” All three companies have left the valley and reported to their base camps last week. 

During their engagement, the RAF personnel were deployed in several volatile areas like downtown Srinagar and Sopore and two dozen persons were wounded in action across the valley. They also carried out flag marches in several parts of the city but failed to act as deterrent to protesters.

Their deployment also generated controversy with United Nations saying that the force was misusing their tag after troopers were carrying helmets and shields with UN mark.

Public Relations Officer, CRPF, Prabhakar Tripathi said that the companies have reported back to their base camps. “They left the valley after doing their work and they usually stay for a short time,” he said.

POLICE BULLETS PARALYZE HANEEFA FOR EVER

'AFTER SHOOTING, COPS DRAGGED AND BEAT HER'

Sept 4: With lush green apple orchards around, a not-so-well macadamized road stretch—nine kilometers to the left of Srinagar-Baramulla highway—leads to Kreeri, a small hamlet in the north Kashmir district of Baramulla.  35-year old Haneefa and her 12-year old daughter Humaira lives here in a two-storey house. 

Haneefa lies on a bed in the corner of a room. Like a statue, she is unable to move any part of her body, except for eyes which keep staring at Humaira, a student of class 6th. Her static position is not only making her family members wail, but indicate the extent of brutality that a Kashmiri can face at the hands of police, ideally meant to ensure the safety of a citizen. Haneefa is paralyzed for life. 

On July 31, Haneefa demonstrated a defiance of sorts. After hearing about the enforced disappearance of a boy by police, Haneefa couldn’t resist. Along with some women in the locality, she took to streets to participate in the protests against the disappearance of 19-year old Syed Faraq Bukhari, whose body was later found in a rivulet on August 10.

“I couldn’t control my emotions and took to streets to protest Faraq’s disappearance. I just left home to give vent to my anger,” said Haneefa, who is unable to speak properly. “But police fired on the protesters injuring many, including me.”

After firing, she said, the policemen dragged her and beat her up ruthlessly. “Two young boys came to my rescue and they whisked me away from the spot,” Haneefa said. Haneefa sustained five bullets. Four bullets pierced her body while one bullet is still inside. She was immediately referred to SK Institute of Medical Sciences where she was operated upon.

But, at the end of the day, doctors declared him of having paraplegia- paralysis of the lower part of the body. Haneefa’s Discharge Summary reveals that she has sustained firearm injury with splinter injury in left lung, left kidney besides the spinal cord injury. “Multiple penetrating injuries; firearm injury with paraplegia and splinter injury to legs,” reads her SKIMS prescription. “Fracture is seen in the posterior elements of her D-6 vertebra. Foreign body is seen in the spinal canal at the level of D-6 vertebra.”

Since the day she was discharged from SKIMS, Haneefa, a divorcee, is bed-ridden at her home. Four to five people make her move, if at all she intends to. Bedsores have developed on her body, making the poor family even more worrisome. 

Those taking care of Haneefa include her three bothers, sister-in-law and aged mother. “Hope she recovers. We want to see her live somehow than nothing,” says Haneefa’s brother, Abdul Hameed, who is a shopkeeper. The other two brothers don’t have anything to do. 

A non-government organization—Help Poor Voluntary Organization—is taking care of Haneefa’s medication and other necessities since the day she was admitted in SKIMS.

SIRNOO WOMAN SYMBOLIZES TRAGEDY, BRAVERY

CRPF BULLET PARALYZES 30-YEAR-OLD MUNEERA

Sept 9: Muneera Dhobi, 30 a resident of Sirnoo village of Pulwama district, symbolizes the tragedy of sorts. A bullet has rendered her paralyzed. But Muneera doesn’t know that she would hardly be able to walk again. And even if she would be able to do so, that is only possible on a wheelchair.

Muneera is lying on a bed in the corner of a single-story house. Married to a government employee, Muneera sustained a bullet in the right upper back when CRPF personnel opened fire on protesters at Sirnoo on August 3. “I was on way home when CRPF men opened fire on protesters. I was walking along with my husband and child. I would have received the bullet on my chest had I not rotated my body. I would have died on the spot. A trooper aimed the gun at me and fired,” she recalls.

After receiving the bullet, Muneera exhibited bravery of sorts. “When the fire hit my body, I told my husband that I received a bullet. He didn’t agree, perhaps to ensure that I should not suffer a heart attack on hearing it,” she said. “I also gathered some courage and called my father that a bullet has hit me. But I asked him not to leave home as the situation outside is too tense.” After a short while, Muneera lost that valour completely.

The ordeal for Muneera didn’t end here. Even after receiving the bullet, which has rendered her paraplegic, the CRPF men didn’t allow her to go the hospital. “They said I was part of the protests. I repeatedly told them that I was not. Somehow I managed to reach a hospital,” Muneera said.

She was admitted to the SK Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura and operated upon. The ‘discharge summary’ of Muneera reveals that she has a Fire Arm Injury (FAI) in right upper back, with D-12 paraplegic. “A bullet was found lying free in the pelvic cavity with entry wound near right chest,” the medicos mention.

Muneera has a four-year-old son, Hameem, who is yet to be admitted to school. Her husband, Javaid Ahmad says he never expected this to happen to him. “It is unfortunate that the troopers opened fire indiscriminately,” he said, hoping to see Muneera recover. “When the bullet hit her, I turned completely frustrated. I couldn’t get what to do. She was all powerful and called her father that a bullet has hit her. I later mustered courage and took her to hospital.”

“I want to see her live among us. This time she is not able to walk. I can only pray to God that she is able to walk soon. That would be a big respite,” he said. 
250 INJURED SINCE EID

CURFEW HITS MEDICAL EMERGENCIES; HOSPITALS RUNNING SHORT OF DRUGS, SURGICAL STUFF

Sep 17: At least 250 persons have been injured in forces action since September 11 to September 17 officials said. The city hospitals including SK Institute of Medical Sciences, SMHS and Bone and Joints have received about 200 patients with bullet, pellet and marble injuries in the past six days while at least 50 patients are undergoing treatment in other Valley hospitals. “We received about 130 patients with bullet or pellet injuries since Eid-ul-Fitr,” said the SKIMS Medical Superintendent, Dr Syed Amin Tabish, when asked about the figures. Tabish, however, said most of the injured have been discharged. 

The SMHS hospital, officials said, received about 50 injured since the second day of Eid, when at least 17 civilians died in forces firing. “We received patient with bullet and pellet injuries from different parts of the Valley. About 50 patients were admitted to SMHS hospital since Eid,” said the SMHS Medical Superintendent, Dr Waseem Quershi.

A source in the Bone and Joints Hospital said the hospital received about 30 trauma patients since Eid. “They are being treated right now,” the source said. Many patients, whose number if not known, have been admitted to various district hospitals across the Valley. 

MEDICAL EMERGENCIES HIT

While the bullet injuries are being treated in the hospitals, the stringent and continued curfew for the past six days has severely affected the routine patient care, including the daily surgeries.  The figures of routine surgeries being conducted in the city hospitals has considerably gone down since September 11. “Patients who are able to turn up are operated upon. But certainly most of them are not able to reach the hospitals due to curfew,” Quershi said.

In SKIMS, the sources said, not many routine surgeries are conducted. The hospital would do at least 60 to 70 surgeries every day. “But this time, not more than 20 surgeries are conducted,” they said.

Even the patients with serious ailments, who need to undergo different kinds of therapies, are unable to reach the hospitals. “There are heart and cancer patients among them,” said a SKIMS official, anonymity.

 “Curfew obviously creates an overall mess. But it severely affects the health sector, where staff is unable to reach hospitals and the restrictions cause shortage of drugs and surgical stuff.”

Police and paramilitary forces are allegedly not allowing patients to visit hospitals. Even those with curfew passes are not given a free passage. This is notwithstanding the repeated requests by the hospital administrators, urging the forces and protesters not the hamper the movement of medicos, patients and ambulances “We again request the police, CRPF and people to give free passage to our ambulances, patients and staff so that work in hospitals is not hampered,” said Dr Tabish. 

2000 INJURED IN POLICE, CRPF ACTION

105 DAYS OF TURMOIL; BULLETS, PELLETS HIT 1500

Sept 23: In addition to 109 civilian killings in the past four months, police and paramilitary CRPF have injured at least 2000 people during the period, most of whom have received bullets, pellets and teargas shells while some of them stand temporarily or permanently disabled.

According to official figures, the Valley health care centers—including hospitals, sub-district hospitals, trauma centers—have received over 1500 cases of firearm injures, mainly due to bullets, pellets and teargas shells, since June this year. Besides, some 500 people have been injured in incidents of lathi-charge and ‘crowd control’ across the Valley. 

The tertiary care hospital, SK Institute of Medical Sciences here, has alone recorded about 700 injuries since June. “These include patients with firearm injuries due to bullets, pellets and teargas shells and also due to alleged beating,” said the SKIMS Medical Superintendent, Dr Syed Amin Tabish.

He said: “So far some financial help has been provided by the government with regard to treating these patients. But that stands exhausted now. We have been able to provide 100 percent free treatment to these patients. Now we have again asked the government for some financial help. We have processed a case in this regard.” 

A SKIMS source said at least six to seven persons, including women, were suffering from paraplegia—paralysis of the lower half of the body while two of them are quadriplegic-- paralyzed in both arms and both legs. 

The SMHS hospital has recorded about 400 firearm injuries since May. “We received three cases of firearm injures in May, 15 in June, 27 in July, 193 in August and over 130 in September,” said the SMHS medical superintendent, Dr Waseem Qureshi. 

Sources in the SMHS hospital said they recorded 38 cases where patients had received bullets or pellets in eyes. “Many of them have been discharged. We can’t say with certainly whether they would be able to see again or not. We can know the status of their eyesight only after 6 months,” said a medico there, insisting anonymity.

Those admitted to the hospital have received bullets in abdomen, chest and neck. “These are all the vital organs. So in that case, the nature of the injury happens to be very critical,” the medico said. “It takes months together for such patients to recover.”

An official in the Bone and Joints Hospital said they received about 150 firearm injuries since June. “Some are them are under treatment while most of them have been discharged,” the official, wishing anonymity, said.

Sources, however, maintained that the hospital has received more firearm injuries and the authorities were downplaying figures for unknown reasons. “It will take the patients at least one to two years to recover. There is a possibility that some of them can turn disabled if they don’t recover,” said a B&J medico, insisting anonymity. 


He said on second day of Eid, the medicos conducted at least a dozen surgeries on patients injured due to bullets and pellets. 

The SKIMS Medical College Hospital at Bemina has received 165 injured persons since June. “These includes maximum of firearm injuries,” said its medical superintendent, Dr Nazir Ahmad, while giving the figures.

Besides the health care centres have received at least 500 patients who complained that they were beaten by police and CRPF. The figure of injured persons is much higher as many of them got treated without registering themselves in the health centres, said a medico. “And there are scores of people who get themselves treated at chemist shops or home because their injuries happen to be minor.”

NO RESPITE FOR MEDIA, BAN CONTINUES 
· NEWSPAPERS SEIZED AT ENTRY POINTS

WE’LL ENSURE THIS DOESN’T HAPPEN: DIV COM

Sept 7: The media men faced difficulties in discharging their professional duties as police and paramilitary troopers did not entertain the special curfew passes issued to them by District Magistrate while police seized newspaper copies bound for North Kashmir.

Police seized copies of different newspapers bound for distribution in North Kashmir near Parimpora at the outskirts of Srinagar. “Despite assurances from the administration, police again seized newspaper copies at Parimpora”, a statement from Press Guild of Kashmir (PGK) said.

It said the repeated seizure of newspapers has incurred huge losses to the Valley based newspaper establishments and the loss of employment to the hawkers. “We will be compelled to stop publication of newspapers if such harassment and tactics continue,” PGK further said.

Meanwhile, Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, Asgar Samoon said he will direct Deputy Commissioner Srinagar, Mehraj Ahmad Kakroo to ensure smooth supply of all newspapers to their respective areas.

Kakroo said he will look into the issue and ensure that no newspaper copy is seized henceforth. The police and CRPF men, who had placed barricades and concertina wires on roads to enforce curfew, were not allowing the media men to pass through the barricades and move ahead despite having valid curfew passes.  

“I faced a lot of difficulty while reaching to my office located at Press Enclave. I was turned away at many places by the cops despite showing fresh curfew passes issued by District Magistrate,” Rashid Maqbool, a Srinagar based freelance journalist told media.

· ONCE AGAIN, MEDIA GAGGED IN KASHMIR

Sep 12: Journalists working with various news organizations said that police and paramilitary CRPF troopers were not honoring the curfew passes issued to them by district administration. “Police an  d CRPF men are not allowing us to discharge our professional duties. It seems they have been directed not to allow media men to come out,” a group of photo journalists told media.

Paramilitary CRPF troopers of 158 Battalion allegedly beat up a sub-editor of a news agency AIP at Lal Bazar in city outskirts. The victim, Sheikh Imran Bashir, told media that CRPF men told that curfew passes have been cancelled and he had violated curfew by stepping out of his house. “At least six CRPF men pounced on me and thrashed me mercilessly,” Imran said.  

Sept 13: The strict curfew and restrictions imposed by the state government forced the local newspaper organizations and television networks to suspend their operations. No Valley-based newspaper, including Greater Kashmir and Kashmir Uzma could hit the stands after two-day holidays on Eid-ul Fitr.

Due to restrictions, the news reports generally emanating from local cable network were not aired with the organizations putting tickers citing reason for the news blockade. However, journalists working for New Delhi based organizations reported the events from Srinagar. 

Condemning what it termed as 'relentless' media gag, the Kashmir Press Association in a statement said: “The unprecedented unrest of past 3-months has hit the media industry in Kashmir severely. Thrashing of reporters, tearing their curfew passes by men in uniform has become a norm out here.”

The KPA statement said this was in addition to the tremendous economic loss suffered by newspapers on account of non –publication and virtually no distribution due to severe curfew like restrictions and curtailed advertisements due to unrest. “It is ironical to note that the  government has adopted a discriminatory attitude and not only facilitated entry of Delhi based journalists but has put all help, assistance and full government hospitality at their disposal so as to ensure the coverage of the events, as it deems suitable. And on contrary scores of local journalists have been thrashed while discharging their professional duties.”

According to KPA, the copies of newspapers and other dailies from Jammu were offloaded at Banihal and the vehicle carrying newspapers was directed to go back.  “The staff of newspapers is not being allowed to proceed to the office which is severely denting publications of newspapers.”

The KPA has also condemned curbs imposed on cable TV networks in Kashmir. “As a matter of fact, various local channels could not telecast evening news bulletins on Sunday as their reporters and cameramen were not allowed to come out and discharge their professional duties.” KPA has also condemned the ban on Iranian News Channel-“Press TV”. 

Sept 14: The newspapers in the Kashmir Valley won’t be able to hit the stands due to strict curfew and restrictions. Last week, the authorities had issued special curfew passes to the journalists working with local newspapers and media outlets. However, the paramilitary CRPF troopers and JK police are not honoring the passes saying these stand cancelled.
Sep 15: The newspapers in Kashmir failed to hit stands in wake of the curfew and dishonoring of the special passes by police and CRPF.

Sept 16: Amid indefinite curfew for the 5th day today, not a single English or Urdu daily newspaper was published in the Kashmir valley. The non-publication of the about 50 local newspapers has affected the ''Surkhiyan'' a morning programme on Radio Kashmir Srinagar, based on headlines of newspapers.

The authorities have also banned the telecast of 30 minute news on local cable channels and also stopped airing Pakistani channel. It has already banned the telecast of Press TV, an Iranian news channel, after it telecast the reported alleged desecration of the Holy Quran on September 13, which led to massive demonstrations in the valley, resulting in death of more than 17 persons in police and CRPF action, forcing authorities to clamp curfew in the entire valley.

Most of the local newspaper offices remained shut as the employees, including reporters, could not make it to their offices because of curfew.

However, some leading newspapers, including Greater Kashmir continued to update its Internet edition. The newspaper in its Internet edition said the Srinagar print edition of Greater Kashmir and Kashmir Uzma failed to hit the stands today due to severe restrictions and curfew. However, e-paper of Greater Kashmir's Jammu edition is available for readers.

Sep 18: Kashmiri newspapers resumed operations after almost a weeklong halt that was caused due to stringently imposed curfew since Eid, Sep 11. Meanwhile newscasts on local cable-fed TV networks are still off air. People generally rely on BBC, CNN-IBN, NDTV or News X. 

Meanwhile, despite the claims by state government of allowing their free movement, the CRPF and policemen continue to harass and intimidate media persons showing no regard even to the curfew passes issued by the authorities.

`Even as local newspapers resumed publication today after weeklong restrictions, CRPF and policemen stopped the official cab of Greater Kashmir and Kashmir Uzma carrying the editorial and technical staff late evening at several places. At Kaka Sarai, a joint party of police and CRPF started abusing and beating the staffers. Naseem of Kashmir Uzma, who was severely beaten, had to be taken to Bones and Joint Hospital at Barzulla.

“When we showed our curfew passes to the CRPF men, they refused to allow us to proceed saying that anybody can have such passes and that they were only meant for the day while there are separate passes meant for movement during night,” one of the staffers told media.

The Greater Kashmir management raised the issue with the Director Information who expressed his helplessness in ensuring safety of the journalist fraternity. The Director Information said he received similar complaints from some other journalists. He said he will raise the issue with Director General of Police.
Sept 23: The Press Guild of Kashmir strongly resented the ‘indirect official ban’ on local newspapers and decided to resume publication of all newspapers despite continued curfew during night. However the Guild has threatened ‘direct action’ if the authorities hindered the distribution or harass the staff associated with production and circulation of the newspapers.

“There is no official ban on newspapers but the continued curfew and harsh treatment meted out to newspaper staff has already made production of newspapers impossible. Moreover the staff associated with both editorial, management and production divisions of newspapers is being harassed to the extent that the cops don’t honor curfew passes and at times discard them,” said a statement quoting proceedings of a meeting of Guild that was held at Aftab office  on Sep 22.

The meeting noted with dismay the callous attitude displayed by authorities and threatened “direct action” if the newspaper publication was once again made impossible by curbs. Recurrent seizure of newspaper copies at the entry points of districts was also condemned by the participants.

The meeting was chaired by the Guild President, Bashir A Bashir, representatives of Daily Greater Kashmir, Rising Kashmir, Kashmir Uzma, Buland Kashmir, Srinagar Times, Aftab, Nida-e-Mashriq, Uqab and Weekly Chattan.

Meanwhile, when asked about the media gag in Kashmir, Omar Abdullah said, “I have nothing to say on this issue. You better talk to the Director Information.”

Surprisingly, the state’s Law Minister, Ali Muhammad Sagar said government had not imposed any ban on publishing of the newspapers. “There may be instances where forces don’t allow journalists to move. That can be looked into. But we had not issued any formal order that newspapers should be published,” he told media.

Sagar behaved in a way as if local journalists were welcome by the forces and newspapers had hit the stands daily. “See we had not imposed any ban. But regarding the complaints by journalists, I would talk to the Divisional Commissioner Kashmir and Director Information and ask them to look into the issue,” he said.

· CRPF MEN ASSAULT SCRIBE IN BEMINA

Sep 15: Notwithstanding the repeated assurances by the government, media persons continue to be at the receiving end of assault of the paramilitary CRPF and police in Kashmir Valley. Sanam Ajaz, assistant Managing Director Kashmir, JK Networks was beaten so much by the CRPF personnel that he had two stitches in his head. 

“I was on way to office from Bemina and as soon as I reached near JVC hospital, a group of CRPF men pounced upon me and beat me up ruthlessly,” Sanam said. He said that the paramilitary men even refused to check his curfew pass, issued recently by the district administration, leave alone honoring it.    

“Likely enough, JVC hospital was around the place otherwise it would have been a different story as I might not been talking at all. There are two stitches in my head while my entire body has bruises.” 

· MEDIA MEN BEATEN BY CRPF

Sep 21: In yet another assault on the media men, CRPF men beat Rising Kashmir lens man ruthlessly at Humhama resulting in the fracture in his arm and three stitches in his head. Farooq Ahmed Shah, RK staffer, said he was attacked by CRPF men when authorities announced relaxation in the curfew. 

“Everybody was venturing out of their homes and so did I. CRPF men first attacked on my legs with bamboo sticks and then on my right arm. One of the CRPF man hit my head with his bamboo stick,” he said. “I was shifted to Bone and Joints hospital where I was asked to go for X-ray which showed fracture in my arm. I also received three stitches in my head.”

Sep 25: In yet another assault on the media men, police ‘roughed up’ a senior journalist working with Sahara TV, Sanam Tasaduq on Sep 24. Talking to media, Sanam said he was beaten by the police near Tatoo ground on Friday evening.  “I was first stopped and later beaten with bamboo sticks on my legs,” he said. 

· LIFT RESTRICTIONS ON KASHMIR MEDIA: SAMC

Sep 16: The South Asia Media Commission (SAMC) has called on the government to lift an undeclared ban on the media in Kashmir Valley. 

 “Authorities have also banned local channels from airing news bulletins and ordered cable operators to take off the air all unregistered channels. The incidents of thrashing of journalists and tearing their curfew passes by men in uniform show how crippled the media is in Kashmir,” they said. “Unrest should not be an excuse to restrict journalists from reporting in consequences of lack of information.”

The SAMC has taken a serious note of the violations of freedom of press and freedom of movement and considers suspension of publications as a blow to media rights. "We ask the government to uphold democratic values in Kashmir, and order the forces to facilitate journalists and let them perform their duties. We express our support and solidarity with the Kashmiri people and journalists and expect a democratic attitude from the government,” they added.

· 9 TV BANNED

Sept 9: Jammu and Kashmir government banned a local TV channel for allegedly violating the Cable Television Network (Regulations) Act, 1995 by giving wide coverage to provocative speeches by “secessionist elements” in the Valley. The ban, effective with immediate effect, has been issued by the District Magistrate Srinagar and served to the 9 TV channel by the Senior Superintendent of Police Srinagar.

 Justifying the ban, the District Magistrate in the order said, "9TV channel has been giving wide coverage to the provocative speeches and activities of secessionist elements thus creating law and order problem."

 "The director of 9TV channel was advised to observe programme code as suggested under Cable Television Network (regulation) Act, 1995 in letter and spirit but the channel flouted the rules time and again.”

 
"While monitoring recent news bulletins and other programmes, it has been found that 9TV channel is showing stone pelting attacks on CRPF bunkers, statements of separatists and Hartal calls in such a way which incite people to create law and order problems," the order said.
· PRESS TV BANNED IN JK

Sept 13: State government banned the Iran based TV channel Press TV which had aired a clip about alleged desecration of holy Quran in United States yesterday. Addressing a news conference, the Chief Secretary, S S Kapur said the Government of India as well as State Government had condemned the proposed move of Pastor Terry Jones to desecrate holy Quran.

The good sense prevailed with intervention of concerned authorities of United States that Pastor Terry Jones cancelled forever the proposed condemnable action. He quoted news item of Press TV where it was Pastor Terry Jones was quoted saying. However, Chief Secretary said that it was surprising that only this Television Channel “Press TV” based in Iran, one unknown individual was shown without verification or any authenticity desecrating holy Quran, which seems to be deliberate act and conspiracy to instigate innocent sentiments of people.

He said that he verified from Broadcasting Ministry, Government of India, the authenticity of the “Press TV”. He was informed that this channel is not at all listed among registered channels being aired in India.  

He said, therefore, the District Magistrate Srinagar has been asked to issue orders for immediate banning of the un-authorized channel. He said that no other reliable channel of world or of India had aired such commendable images of desecration. He said that even if such act has occurred at any individual level it is an act which is strongly condemnable and provoking the sentiments of innocent people by deliberate telecasting such images are also against the ethics.

Describing the report of the said channel as totally against the public interest, the Chief Secretary said that this unauthorized and unregistered channel (Press TV) has been banned in all other districts of the state forthwith. He said it seems from the reports of the channel that there is a game plan to provoke and incite the sentiments of people to achieve their nefarious designs. 

Kapur also appealed the media to extend their cooperation to the administration in arresting such rumours being aired to vitiate the peaceful atmosphere in the State. 

The Chief Secretary further said that as a result of these rumours, a violent mob of people set ablaze a building of the branch of Tyndale Biscoe School at Tangmarg. He said peaceful demonstrations were also held at Kargil and Budgam. He said that contribution of Biscoe School in Educational arena of the state particularly in the valley has always remained remarkable. Therefore, burning the prestigious institution of Tangmarg imparting education to the people of the area is also an unwarranted act.

The Chief Secretary said that the people of the state are facing tremendous problems as a result of turmoil for last several months, therefore, these incidents should not be allowed to flare up to cause further inconvenience to public at large. He added that miscreants should not take law into their hands.

· LOCAL CHANNELS GAGGED IN POONCH

Sep 17: Like Kashmir, all local channels of Poonch were gagged by the government in Poonch. This was declared by Minister of Sports and Medical Education RS Chib, yesterday, in a public meeting, in reply to a question raised by Maulana Farooq (Imam Jamia Masjid Poonch). Chib said that the state government has decided to ban all local channels in Poonch town. 

In the meantime, a senior leader Yashpal Sharma came in favour of local channels and informed Chib that the local channels of Poonch are not working on the pattern of Kashmir. 

Chib, later, averred that the channels would be allowed to broadcast entertainment programmes and not news items. He claimed that in Kashmir situation was not so volatile but some local channels and newspapers had provoked youth to organize protest demonstration resulting in several deaths and destruction. He informed that taking stringent action against, government banned some local newspapers and news channels there. 

CRACKDOWN, ARREST AND PSA

· POLICE CRACKDOWN ON PROTESTERS

Sept 8: Police said it arrested 14 “stone-pelters” from various localities of the downtown here and booked them under various sections. A police spokesman said that they have arrested 14 persons from Chotta Bazar and Guroo Bazar localities of the city saying they were involved in stone-pelting on forces.

The arrested included Umar Mushtaq Khan son of Mushtaq Ahmad, Sajad Ali Dar son of Ali Muhammad Dar, Umar Asif Zargar son of Ghulam Muhammad, Imran Ahmad Bhat son of Mushtaq Ahmad, Nazim Bashir Khan son of Bashir Ahmad, Junaid Farooq Khan son of Farooq Ahmad, Irshad Ahmad Bhat son of Mushtaq Ahmad, Barkat Rafiq Hazari son of Rafiq Ahmad, Atif Ayub Shah son of Mohammad Ayub, Nasir Zahoor Misgar son of Zahoor Ahmad, Ishtiyaq Ahmad Zargar son of Late Abdul Gani, Irshad Ahmad Zargar son of Abdul Gani, Gowhar Nazir Bhat son of late Nazir Ahmad residents of Chota Bazar and Hamid Ali Bhat son of Late Gulzar Hussain resident of Guroo Bazar.

He said a case FIR No. 99 under Sections 307, 147, 427, 148, 336, 341 (RPC) has been registered at police Station Shaheed Gunj in this regard.

On Sept 9, despite a Srinagar court granting bail to 13 youth from Chota Bazar and Guru Bazar localities of Old City, who were booked by police for stone-pelting, the parents alleged their wards were not released by police and instead showed booked in another police station.

The youth were arrested by J&K Police Tuesday last when they were trying to enquire about the condition of an injured youth Abid Bazaz at the SMHS Hospital. However, police later on termed these youth as "stone-pelters" and subsequently booked them in serious offences including 307 RPC (attempt to murder).

“The parents of 14 youth hailing from Chota Bazar and Guru Bazar areas of Srinagar approached Special Magistrate, Passenger Tax, with bail applications. Of these, thirteen youth were granted bail in the case FIR No 99 registered at Police Station Shaheed Gunj against a surety bond of Rs 25000 in each case,” a counsel appearing for one of the alleged stone-pelters said.

The youth granted bail include Umar Mushtaq Khan son of Mushtaq Ahmad, Sajad Ali Dar son of Ali Mohammad Dar, Umar Asif Zargar son of Ghulam Mohammad, Imran Ahmad Bhat son of Mushtaq Ahmad, Nazim Bashir Khan son of Bashir Ahmad, Junaid Farooq Khan son of Farooq Ahmad, Irshad Ahmad Bhat son of Mushtaq Ahmad, Barkat Rafiq Hazari son of Rafiq Ahmad, Atif Ayub Shah son of Mohammad Ayub, Nasir Zahoor Misgar son of Zahoor Ahmad, Ishtiyaq Ahmad Zargar son of Late Abdul Gani, Irshad Ahmad Zargar son of Abdul Gani, all hailing from Chota Bazar locality, and Hamid Ali Bhat son of Late Gulzar Hussain, a  resident of Guru Bazar.

However, the police did not release them as they were shown booked in another case at PS Karan Nagar. The boys have been shifted to PS Karan Nagar where a separate FIR has been lodged against them.

Meanwhile, protests continued till evening at Chota Bazar against the arrests. Fatima, mother of arrested youth Umar Asif Zargar, told media, “I had sent him to buy bread when he was arrested by the police. He was not pelting stones as claimed by the cops. Today we secured bail for them, but just as we reached PS Shaheed Gunj to convey the same, we were told that the boys have been shifted to PS Karan Nagar, where they have been booked in another case.”

She said "they (police) are just delaying their release on one pretext or the other”. 

The same evening police also arrested two youth from Wannabal Rawalpora locality of uptown Srinagar. “These two youth were standing near the railway bridge when some policemen in civvies disembarked from a Santro car and swooped on them. The police has now accused them of stone-pelting in the area, “an eyewitness from the area told media.

· 45 ARRESTS IN PAMPORE IN 4 DAYS

Sep 22: In a strict operation against protesters, JK police has arrested as many as 45 youth from various areas of Awantipora police district in South Kashmir during nocturnal crackdowns in four days.

Sources told media that around 35 youths have been arrested from Kadelebal, Namlebal, Frestebal and Drangebal areas of Pampore while rest are from the Khrew, Shaar and other areas of Awantipora. Of the 45, sources said, 16 have been shifted to central jail under various acts and six have been booked under Section 307 RPC or attempting to murder.

“They have been arrested since Sep 18 and the sections under which they have been booked include 435, 364,361, 148, 149, 120B, 147 and 307 of RPC. All of them except the 16 taken to central jail are detained in the police stations across the district,” sources said, adding that six youths were arrested on September 21.

The forces, however, are carrying out the crackdowns during night to ensure that the wanted do not get time to escape. “On Sep 18 forces including police, CRPF, Army and Special Operations group, cordoned off some areas of Pampore at around 9 PM. They straightaway headed towards the houses and arrested the youths,” residents said, adding that arrests instigated massive protests in the area which were dealt with severely by the forces.

“As soon as the forces made the arrests we came out on roads and protested. We also blocked the highway but forces resorted to firing and tear gas shelling which dispersed the protesters. After a little while we again staged protests but could not stop them from taking away the arrested youths.”

Residents said that forces detained the kin of some of the youths who were found missing which forced them to present the youths before the police. “Fathers, brothers or cousins of the youths were detained and police was demanding that youths be brought to the police station. Consequently, the families followed the police’s direction not knowing that their children will be booked under some act,” they said.
Ever since, residents said, the nocturnal crackdowns have become a routine in the area. “A police vehicle arrives at around 10 PM to re-announce curfew. And then forces start crackdown against the youths.”

Residents said the police was not allowing the parents to meet their children in custody.  “Police is openly denying permission.”

Nocturnal crackdowns are also taking place in other areas of South Kashmir. Reports from Khanabal in Anantnag district said the forces launch the crackdown after 12:00 AM normally and arrest youths from homes.

“In past two or three days five youths have been arrested so far and reports are that they have been booked under various acts. Anyone protesting the arrests is taken to task by police,” residents said.

“Some days ago forces stopped an ambulance ferrying a middle aged man and his two sons to Srinagar hospital. One of the two boys was arrested on the spot,” they said.

Police, however, said only 28 youths have been arrested on various for stone pelting. “They were stone pelters and wanted in many offenses but we have released many of them. Most of them have minor charges against them and only a few have grave charges,” a senior official from Awantipora said.

· 15 STONE-PELTERS BAILED OUT

Sep 27: A Pulwama Sessions Court granted bail to 15 youths, who were arrested by J&K Police for stone-pelting and arson and charged under special offences, from Pampore town and its suburbs. The bail to these youth was granted by Principal District and Sessions Judge Pulwama Muzaffar Iqbal Qureshi.

“These youths were arrested by Pampore Police on September 16 from different areas of the town and charged for arson and stone-pelting," Advocate Hilal Rashid and Advocate Aijaz Khan, who pleaded the bail applications of the boys, told media. 

The Sessions Judge Pulwama granted them bail in the case FIR 167/2010 registered at Police Station Pampore under section 435 Special offences (arson and burning buildings), 148, 149, 364, 341 and 120 RPC. In the FIR it was alleged that these 15 youth were involved in arson, abduction, stone-pelting and burning of the buildings.

The youths include Mudasir Ahmad Dar, son of Ghulam Nabi Dar, resident of Sanbora Pampore; Muzaffar Ahmad Mir, son of Bashir A Mir, resident of Drangbal Pampore; Javed Ahmad Mir, son of Ghulam Mohammad of Drangbal Pampore; Sajad Mir, son of Farooq Ahmad Mir of Pampore; Mohammad Shafi, son of Ali Mohammad Wani of Kadlabal Pampore; Mudasir Guroo, son of Ghulam Mohammad Guroo of Pampore; Mohammad Yousuf, son of Mohammad Sultan Dar of Pampore; Muzaffar Ahmad, son of Abdul Khaliq of Pampore and Zahoor Ahmad, son of Abdul Hamiid, a resident of Pampore town.

Though the court has granted bail but it is not clear yet how many of them will be finally released from police custody. 

“After their arrest, the boys were sent to Central Jail Srinagar on police remand as the PS Pampore lockup was crowded. We will produce the bails before the police but we are not sure how many of them will be released today, as we don’t know yet if there is any other case registered against them,” Advocate Rashid told media.

· YOUTH ARRESTED

Sept 23: Police said that it arrested a youth on the charges of stone pelting from old city here. “Muhammad Asif alias Hartal was arrested from Saraf Kadal, area. The accused was involved in a number of miscreant activities and was particularly involved in motivating and instigating other youth for stone pelting. He was wanted in a number of cases registered against him in different Police Stations of the city,” a police spokesman said.

· 3 TEACHERS ARRESTED

Sep 27: Three teachers were arrested from Kalantra, Wagoora, in Baramulla district. The three were arrested for their alleged role in ‘instigating people against the State.’ They have been identified as Mehrajudin Thokar, Nazir Ahmad Thokar and Rouf Ahmad Malik.

Teachers Forum Baramulla has strongly condemned the arrest, insisting upon the district administration for their immediate release.

 
Senior Superintendent of Police Baramulla, Mansoor Ahmad Untoo told media, “I have no information about these arrests.” He however said that there were a few employees who have been found in indulging in activities against the interests of the State and higher authorities have been apprised of the matter.

· POLICE DEMAND MONEY TO RELEASE YOUTH, ALLEGE PARENTS



WE HAVEN’T RECEIVED ANY COMPLAINTS: IGP

Sep 27: Parents of many youth arrested during the ongoing unrest in the Valley have alleged that police are demanding money to release their wards, a charge denied by police.    

 A group of Budgam residents told media that policemen are seeking money to release the arrested youth. “Police are seeking hefty amounts through activists of some political parties to release our children,” they alleged.  

 
However, police denied the accusations. Talking to media Inspector General of Police S M Sahai said he had not received any such complaint. “If I will get any such complaint we will look into it. But the complaint should be authentic. It should not be intended to pressurize police to release stonepelters,” Sahai added. 

 
The alleged police actions have started to backfire as human rights groups, lawyers and parents of the arrested persons have decided to approach the court.  

Senior superintendent of police, Budgam Aftab Kakroo told media that 62 youth including 27 students have been arrested in the district on the charges of unlawful activities and stone pelting. “After rigorous verification by CID we have booked 14 youth under Public Safety Act,” he said. 

 
For the release of any arrestee, Kakroo said he had formed a transparent and corruption free system in the district. 

 
Residents of many old city areas accused police of making arbitrary arrests. “Police have arrested several youth, including minors who were either moving on streets or riding bikes on charges of stone-pelting.”  

 A parent from Hazratbal wishing anonymity said police had detained his ward on the charges of stone pelting and other unlawful activities. He said the local police was seeking money from him to release his ward. 

Superintendent of Police Hazratbal, Maqsood-uz-Zaman said, “Anyone having any such complaint should get in touch with me.”

· 40 YOUTH BOOKED UNDER PSA

Sep 25: With thaw in protests, the state police have started systematic raids to arrest youth allegedly involved in stone-pelting. The raids have been conducted in various places in South, North and Central Kashmir. Around 40 youth have been booked under Public Safety Act.

Sources said police and security agencies would ‘facilitate’ resumption of normal activity in the Valley after neutralizing the youngsters suspected to be involved in the stone-pelting and fuelling protests.

In Srinagar city nearly 800 youth have been taken into custody during for past three months. However, most of them were released after securing bail from courts. Over 100 youth are in police lock ups in old-city, a senior police official said. 

In Pampore area of the Pulwama district, local residents said, police, paramilitary CRPF and Army has rounded up over 40 youth for questioning in the past few days. 

“Police and security agencies are arresting youth and charging them under different sections including waging war against the state,” said a Pampore resident. 

Pampore town had witnessed massive protests in which number of youth got killed in force’s action when they were trying to quell protests in the area. Sources said raids were also conducted in Khannabal area of Islamabad and several youth picked up from there.

Police have also conducted raids in old-Baramulla town and are looking for a “known stone-pelter” – Rajiv and his associate Meena Kumari. Both the stone-pelters have been evading arrest from past three months, police said.

“These youngsters are booked on charges of rioting, attempt to murder, and in some cases waging war against the state and we have the direction not to release them,” said a senior police official not authorized to talk to media. 

A senior official of the State Home Department said 40 youth have been booked under Public Safety Act and lodged in different jails. A person booked under the PSA is lodged in jail without trial for two years.

The Principal Secretary Home B R Sharma said the government had not taken decision about the release of persons booked on charges of stone-pelting. “The day government would take the decision it will be disclosed,” he said. 

The government after evaluating the cases on individual basis will take decision about the release of detained persons, police said. 

· AASIYA, AIDE BOOKED UNDER PSA

Sept 2: Senior pro-freedom leader and chairperson of Dukhtaran-e-Millat, Aasiya Andrabi and her aide who were arrested last week, have been booked under Public Safety Act.  Official sources told media that Aasiya and her aide, Sofi Fahmeeda were shifted to Kote Balwal Jail in Jammu today morning from the Women’s Police Station Rambagh soon after being booked under PSA.

However, the police and administration remained tight-lipped about the grounds of detention of the duo. The deputy commissioner Srinagar, Mehraj Ahmad Kakroo refused to comment over the issue. 

 The Senior Superintendent of Police Srinagar Aashiq Bukhari confirmed that the Aasiya and Fahmeeda have been booked under PSA. 

 
Pertinently, Aasiya along with Faheemda was arrested by Special Operation Group of Jammu and Kashmir police on Aug 28 during a raid on a house at Zakura here.  Aasiya was actively participating in the Quit Jammu and Kashmir Campaign along with Hurriyat (G) faction leader Masarat Alam. 

· ZAFFAR BOOKED UNDER PSA FOR 'FOMENTING UNREST'

Sept 2: The dossier prepared by police for detaining chairman of Jammu and Kashmir Salvation chairman Zaffar Akbar Bhat under Public Safety Act says that at every available opportunity, he advocated secession of Jammu and Kashmir from India. Forty -five year old Bhat, who is presently languishing in Kote Balwal jail, was booked under PSA after being arrested in June.

“The subject as chairman of J&K salvation Movement has been issuing regular press statements in terms of the reports received from the discreet sources .The subject is misusing his liberty to foment unrest and incite violence which is aimed at seceding the state of J&K from the union of India,” the order reads.

· SUMJI BOOKED UNDER PSA

Sept 3: Authorities booked the general secretary of Tehreek Hurriyat, Ghulam Nabi Sumji, under Public Safety Act (PSA). Sumji, who was arrested on August 7, was sent to Udhampur jail today, officials said. In the absence of Geelani, Sumji was spearheading the ongoing “Quit Kashmir Movement.”  

· SPO BOOKED UNDER PSA

Sep 28: State government has booked a Special Police Officer (SPO) under Public Safety Act for his alleged involvement in stone pelting. Police had arrested the SPO Naseer Ahmad Sheikh son of Bashir Ahmad of Chewa Pulwama from Chadoora in central Kashmir when he was blocking the road with wooden logs and pelting stones on forces.

“Naseer along with two other boys were blocking the road and were involved in stone pelting in Chadoora area,” the Superintendent of Police Budgam Aftab Ahmad Kakroo said. Kakroo said two FIRs 132/2010 and 133/2010 were registered against the trio under sections 148, 149,336,332 and 420 RPC at police station Chadoora. The first FIR was for attacking CRPF camp and second for attacking National Conference activist Ali Muhammad Dar.

Subsequently, Naseer along with two others were booked under PSA under the charges of unlawful activities and stone pelting. “Naseer was posted in Pulwama. He has been booked under PSA and lodged in Kote Bhalwal jail Jammu,” he added.

· 32 YOUTH ARRESTED IN SGR, G’BAL

Sep 8: Ahead of Eid, police has launched a fresh crackdown on stone throwers and arrested at least 32 youth across Valley in last three days. All the arrested youth have been booked under serious charges including attempt to murder.

Police and paramilitary CRPF men are jointly conducting raids and search operations to arrest the youth allegedly involved in stone pelting. Police has intensified the raids ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr. At least 14 youth of Chota Bazar were arrested by police and CRPF men when they were trying to enquire about the condition of an injured youth Aabid Bazaz in SMHS hospital. Aabid was hit by a bullet in police and CRPF firing at Chota Bazar area of old city yesterday evening.

A police spokesman said in drive against stone-throwers, the cops arrested 14 youth of Chota Bazar and booked them under relevant provisions of law. “A case under FIR No 99 under section 307,147, 427, 148,336 and 341 RPC has been registered against them,” he said.   

Six youth were also arrested from Kangan area of Ganderbal district on Sep 7. “Police conducted a raid on Tuesday evening (Sep 7) in Kangan area and arrested six youth,” the locals said. Police, however, did not confirm the arrests. A youth was also arrested from Fateh Kadal area. He has been identified as Danish Latief alias Mukhe-mantri.

On Shab-e-Qadar, police laid siege around Nowhatta and arrested ten youth during clashes in the area. “We were watching their movement for a while and caught them while pelting stones on police station Nowhatta,” a police officer said.

Reports about arrests of youth have also been received from South Kashmir’s Islamabad and Pulwama districts. A senior police officer, pleading anonymity, said they have been directed to act strictly on the stone-throwers. “Disrupting peace is a crime and it is our duty to deal with the crime,” he said.

Surprisingly, police has intensified its crackdown on stone throwers at a time when demand for release of political prisoners and youth is being demanded by separatist and mainstream camp.


Earlier, media had reported that chief minister Omar Abdullah would release 700 stone-throwers on the eve of Eid-ul-Fitr as a “good-will gesture”.

However, IGP S M Sahai had told media that police had no plans to release any stone-thrower on Eid eve. The government also seemed tightlipped over the release of prisoners prior to the Muslim festival.

· ARRESTS CONTINUE UNABATED RAIDS 
 Sep 30: Despite centre including the release of protesters and stone pelters in its recently announced 8-point proposal, police have arrested scores of youth from different areas and have booked them under Public Safety Act.    

During the past few days, sources said police have arrested at least 14 youth, who were among 62 youth detained during pro-freedom protests in Budgam on September 13.  

They according to sources have been shifted from JIC Budgam to various jails in Jammu including Kot Balwal and Kathua jails. All 14 have already been booked under PSA.

On the night of September 29, police arrested four youth from old city in Nowhatta.  Witnesses said a senior police official and his team caught hold of four youth near Nowhatta Chowk and bundled them into the vehicle. “There weren’t any protests or stone pelting. In fact, curfew was relaxed and shops were open,” eyewitnesses told media.  The four were identified as Haris Kawoosa, Adil Ahmad Zargar, Arif Kawoosa and Ashiq Ahmad.

 
Similarly, police conducted raids in various other localities of the downtown including Safa Kadal and Nawa Kadal during the past few days.  A teenager Junaid Me’raj son of Me’raj Ahmad of Safa Kadal was arrested on Sep 27 as soon as he stepped out of his house. Locals said he had gone out to purchase bread in the afternoon.

 In uptown Rawalpora, people including women staged protests blocking the roads. They said police arrested two youth in the past 3-days from Wanabal locality.

 
Similarly, witnesses said police and CRPF men on Sep 28 arrested a youth from Zoonimar and another from Soura after pro-freedom protests broke out in these localities. Reports said during the past few weeks, around 35 youth have been arrested from various localities of Pampore town in Pulwama district.

The residents of Pampore told media that police detained Manzoor Ahmad Mir, Aashiq Ahmad Sofi, Javed Ahmad Sofi and Mudasir Ahmed of Pampore during raids. They alleged that police picked up them again after court released them on bail.


Meanwhile, a minor, Faisal Nabi of Fateh Kadal was released by court here today. His counsel Rafiq Joo told media that police had booked him on charges of stone pelting. “He was booked in a number of cases,” he said.

· GOVT REVOKES PSA 

Sept 6: The government has revoked the Public Safety Act (PSA) of a minor boy from old town Srinagar, who was booked for stone pelting and lodged at Kotbalwal jail. 

However, his parents are worried as the boy has not reached his home yet.

15-year-old Sheikh Ikram son of Zulfikar Ahmad Sheikh of Bagh Jogi Lankar Rainawari was detained under PSA on June 28, 2010. He was shifted out of Kashmir and lodged at Kotbalwal jail, Jammu.

“High Court had on August 20 directed the State to shift Ikram from Kotbalwal to any jail in Valley. But before being shifted to Srinagar, the authorities have revoked his detention under PSA,” Advocate Mir Shafqat Hussain told media. He has been pleading Ikram’s petition in the High Court. He, however, said the minor has not reached his home yet.

“Being his lawyer, I visited Kotbalwal jail last week but was told by jail authorities that he has now been shifted to CIK, Jammu. Since he has not been released yet his parents are worried about his safety,” Shafqat said.

Before being detained under PSA, Ikram was first arrested by police on June 22 and shown booked in an FIR 34/2010 under section 148, 149, 341, 336, 307 registered in Police Station Rainawari. He was accused of leading a mob in the area and pelting stones. 

Though his parents managed his bail in the case, he was subsequently booked another case FIR 23/2010 with almost same charges and booked under PSA.

Later, his parents approached High Court with a habeas corpus writ petition through Advocate Mir Shafqat Hussain in August seeking quashing of his detention order and his shifting to Srinagar. Subsequently, on August 20, the court directed the authorities to shift him from Kotbalwal jail to any jail in Valley.

On September 8, JK High Court quashed the detention orders of three persons booked under infamous Public Safety Act (PSA) and ordered their release. The trio, whose PSA was quashed by the court include Munir Ahmad Sheikh son of Abdul Majeed Sheikh of Dhobi Ghat Maisuma, Bilal Ahmad Dar son of Ghulam Mohammad of Budgam and Kaka Poswal of Pulwama.

Advocate Mir Shafqat Hussain, who challenged the detention of the trio under PSA said, “This is the second time that High Court has quashed PSA against Munir. He was first arrested in 2008 and booked under PSA. Later, we challenged his PSA and the court quashed his detention on August 4, 2009”.

He said Munir was not released but booked under another PSA on March 31, 2010. “We again challenged his PSA before HC and on September 1, Justice Hasnain Masoodi quashed Munir’s detention order and ordered his release”.

Shafqat said Bilal’s PSA was quashed by Justice Hasnain Masoodi on September 04. “He was arrested in April 2010 and booked under PSA. He was lodged at Udhampur jail”.

“The PSA of Kaka Poswal was quashed by Justice Masoodi on September 4. Kaka has served a long time under detentions. This was the third PSA against Poswal which has now been quashed by the Court,” Shafqat told media.

· FRESH PSA SLAPPED ON QAYOOM

RESHI ALSO DETAINED UNDER ACT

Sep 24: The state administration has booked the High Court Bar Association president Mian Abdul Qayoom under Public Safety Act for second consecutive time. The Bar Vice-president Ejaz Bedar said the District Magistrate Srinagar Mehraj Ahmad Kakroo had issued the orders of Qayoom’s detention under fresh PSA and lodgment in Kotbalwal jail. 

Pertinently, the state government on September 18 revoked PSA of Qayoom. Following which the High Court dismissed the petition filed by Bar challenging the detention of Qayoom and directed his release. 

 
However, after his release from Kotbalwal jail he was shifted to JIC, Jammu. From there Superintendent of Kathua Jail arrested Qayoom in another FIR (104/2010) and lodged him in Hiranagar Police station. 

The fresh FIR against Qayoom says that he had threatened the jail authorities. Qayoom has been booked for commission of unlawful activities with an additional charge of 120 B RPC. 

 
On July 7, the state Government booked Advocate Mian Qayoom under first Public Safety Act and shifted him to sub-jail Hiranagar in Jammu.

 
State government has also detained advocate Muhammad Shafi Reshi under PSA and lodged him in Sub jail Kupwara. He was arrested on August 29 from Baba Demb.

· SHAHEEN BOOKED UNDER PSA AGAIN

 Sep 28: The state government has slapped second consecutive Public Safety Act against the general secretary Bar Association G N Shaheen and lodged him in Kote Bhalwal jail.  The Bar Vice-president Ejaz Bedar told media that fresh PSA has been slapped against Shaheen. 


On July 17, Shaheen, who had led a protest demonstration here in support of the demand for release of Bar president Mian Abdul Qayoom was arrested from Lethpora, 25km from here and shifted to district jail Rajouri. Subsequently, the District Magistrate Srinagar Mehraj Ahmad Kakroo issued orders of his detention under Public Safety Act and lodgment in Rajouri jail.

              However, on Sept 18, the High Court quashed Shaheen’s detention under PSA and directed the state government to release him.  Soon after his counsel furnished the quash order to the jail authorities Shaheen was booked under another PSA.

· GOVERNMENT ON PSA SPREE

FROM 15 TO 75-YR OLD BOOKED IN 3 MONTHS

Sep 29: The state government has been accused of indiscriminately using the controversial Public Safety Act (PSA) to quell the ongoing protests. The government has booked around 50 persons, including an 8th class student and a 75-year old former engineer, under this Act over the past three months. Since June 11, prominent separatist leaders and lawyers including Hurriyat (G) chairman Syed Ali Shah Geelani, Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai, Ghulam Nabi Sumjhi, Ayaz Akbar, Zaffar Akbar Bhat, Bar president Main Abdul Qayoom, its general secretary Ghulam Nabi Shaheen, Asiya Andrabi and Sofi Fahmeeda were booked under the Act, besides dozens of commoners. Though some of them were released, but majority are still behind the bars.

               Most of them have been booked in Srinagar, Budgam and Baramulla districts, sources said, adding that warrants against several persons have not been executed yet. The families of detainees told media that charges leveled against them in dossiers prepared by police were baseless and don’t hold any ground.

               “My father has been charged of attacking armed police post with intent of burning occupants alive on the day he was held. Let police and government tell how can a 75-year old man do this? After retirement, he was leading prayers in local Masjid and police often approached him to ask youth to refrain from stone pelting. We were shocked when police raided our house and picked him up on July 31,” said Abdul Ala Fazili of Humhama Budgam, whose father Muhammad Rafi Fazili, a former civil engineer and manager Jammu and Kashmir Project Construction Corporation Ltd., was booked under PSA last month.

               Families of four persons from Kupwara who have also been booked under this Act accused the government and police of targeting them for political affiliations. “They are not even remotely involved in protests and have been victimized for belonging to rival mainstream parties,” they said.

              “At a time when Government of India announced release of protesters, police booked my brother and shifted him to Kotbalwal jail in Jammu. After arresting him last week, we managed to get bail, but they did not release him and charged him with attempt to murder,” said Muhammad Siddiq of Dardsun Kupwara, whose brother Ghulam Muhammad Payeer, a forest guard, was booked 2-days back.

              The youngest victim, Shiekh Arkam, an 8th class student of GP Mission High School Rainawari, was booked for motivating youth for stone-pelting and acting as a catalyst in disturbing public order, 2-months back.

              One of the charges against Mirwaiz south Kashmir, Qazi Yasir is that he was forcing shopkeepers to write Islamabad on their billboards. Pertinently, the town is called Islamabad by almost all Kashmiris.

              In case of Bar Association General Secretary GN Shaheen, it seems that rather than charging him, government is instructing him. “As a Bar member you could have pleaded the case of detention of Mian Qayoom, which had been already instituted before court, but instead you chose to call for a boycott of courts,” detention order reads.

              Prominent human rights lawyer Mir Shafqat Hussain, who has got 6000-7000 PSA detentions quashed  in the past 20-years, told media that he is pleading cases of 35-40 persons booked under the Act in ongoing unrest. “It is only in this part of the world that detaining authority never applies its mind and gives assent to the diktats of police. The government is holding persons on flimsy grounds under the Act. I have come across thousands of cases where people are re-arrested after quashing of the detention by court,” he said.

              Repeated attempts to get exact figures about PSA detentions from the state government and police proved futile. The Public Safety Act promulgated in 1978 and amended twice in 1987 and 1990 has often been criticized by international right groups and have been demanding its repeal.

KASHMIR’S ABU GHARIB ON VIDEO

* CRPF PRO, SAGAR REJECT CHARGES

Sep 7: A three minute video clip purportedly showing some young Kashmiri boys being paraded naked by the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and police in Sopore town of North Kashmir has triggered outrage in the valley.

 
The clip titled ‘Indian Army repeating Abu Gharib in Kashmir’ is doing rounds on the popular social networking site Face book after it was uploaded by a user on the intervening night of September 6-7. The video shot with a mobile phone camera at an unknown location shows several alleged stone pelters being paraded naked by the troops and police through paddy fields. The video has been packaged with subtitles and background music. 

 “This video contains disturbing scenes of brutality unleashed by Indian soldiers on Kashmiri young men in Sopore region of the Valley. In this video young men have been stripped naked and are being paraded through their village by Indian soldiers. Viewer’s discretion (is) highly recommended,” the ‘statutory warning’ on the clip says. 

 In the clip, authenticity of which is yet to be established, CRPF men and police are hurling choicest abuses at the youth allegedly detained during clashes between protesters and the forces. The stripped youth are also forced to raise their hands leaving their private parts uncovered. The security men are also heard mocking the plight of the detained youth.  

 Mystery also shrouds the person operating the mobile camera. The place and the year the video has been shot are also unclear.  The video has sent shockwaves and stirred a debate among the tens of thousands of users on Face book. The video shared by outraged Kashmiri youth with their online friends and contacts has evoked sharp condemnation from the Face book users across the globe, including India.  Some of the users have even compared the abuse of the alleged stone pelters by the forces with the prisoners of infamous Abu Gharib jail in Iraq.

 “I am daughter of an Indian army officer. I’m embarrassed and shocked,” comments, Avleen Gill, a graduate from Saint Bede’s college.

 
Asrar Nazir, a Kashmiri, writes that Aman Goth, the General in Hitler’s Army was hanged in public for parading Jews naked in a concentration camp in Poland. In India, he says, “democracy exists on papers only.”

Noted human rights activist and Program Coordinator of Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS), Khurram Parvez said that such incidents were not new and have occurred in the last 20 years of conflict, especially in jails and interrogation camps where youth were subjected to severe physical torture.

 
“There is nothing new in the video clip. Stripping off the detainees, parading them naked and inserting wire in their private parts was a normal practice in jails and interrogation centers. The video has created a furor because it has been released in public domain,” Khurram said.

 “Now we have to see how the civil society reacts to this revelation. We have to see if this clip pricks the conscience of Indian masses,” he adds.

 Pertinently, last year police had allegedly forced 11 youth to sodomise each other during their detention at Maharaj Gunj police station on the charges of stone pelting. Police, according to the counsel of the youth, Advocate Bashir Sidiq had also filmed the incident.

 Refuting the allegations, CRPF, spokesperson, Prabhakar Tripathi said the modern technology has made it possible to create video clips easily. The clip in question, he said, was the handiwork of the people who want to harm the image of the force.  “There is not even one percent truth in the video. It has been manipulated to malign the image of our men. I categorically deny its contents,” he added. 

 
Minister for Rural Development, Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs, Ali Mohammad Sagar raised question over the authenticity of the clip. “I doubt the authenticity of the video clip. Forces cannot indulge in such immoral activities. However, if proven, stern action will be initiated,” Sagar said.

On September 9, Inspector General of Police, S M Sahai, told media that police had taken cognizance of the matter. “We will investigate it (video clip) and its authenticity. We will also investigate who uploaded the clip and check the credibility of the persons involved,” the IGP said. 
Meanwhile, another video was being widely circulated by the people via internet and mobile phones. The video shows a group of policeman dragging a naked youth, who apparently is frail and limping because of severe thrashing and beating.

Unlike the previous video, the faces of policemen in the clip are clearly visible. They too hurl invectives at the youth and abuse and insult him.

The video is being circulated under the name “Batpora Hazratbal” where the video is being claimed to have been shot.

POLICE LAUNCHES PROBE INTO BURNING OF POLICE POSTS, GYPSY

HAZRATBAL INCIDENT

Sept 13: Police have launched an inquiry into the burning of two police posts, a control room and a gypsy at Hazratbal on the day of Eid-ul-Fitr.

Police sources disclosed to media that the incident, which happened immediately after the Eid prayers at the Hazratbal shrine ended, is being thoroughly investigated. “We are looking into how the incident happened and who was behind it,” they said.

However, police remained tightlipped about whether anyone has been detained in this regard or not. Media quoting its sources said police are investigating whether those involved in the incident were the protesters or a mob which had visited the place with the purpose to set the barracks on fire. “There is every possibility that it must have been some kind of sabotage. Nothing can be ruled out. But in any case, it is the handiwork of those who wanted to set the Valley on fire by resorting to arson at Hazratbal,” said a police official, wishing anonymity.

Pertinently, two armed police posts, their control room and a gypsy were set ablaze by unidentified men after the Eid prayers ended. Following the incident, police resorted to intense aerial firing, causing pandemonium in the area. 

“We don’t know who set the barracks ablaze,” said Meraj ud Din, a resident of Nigeen, Hazratbal. “The prayers ended peacefully. We heard hundreds of gunshots in the area. Police firing caused chaos in the area,” he added.

CURBS ON MOBILES LIFTED, RAILWAYS TO START SERVICES IN FEW WEEKS
On September 30, the government lifted curbs on cellular services in North Kashmir after over three months and the railway services, which are suspended from the first week of August, are likely to be resumed in a few weeks.

 The railway services in Kashmir are suspended since August 4. This was for the first time the railway movement was suspended since the railway authorities started their services in Kashmir two years ago. The railway authorities had attributed the suspension of railway services to the mounting tension in valley. 

 “Due to law and order situation and damage to railway tracks, signaling equipment and station building at and around Sopore station in the Valley by mobs, the train services have been suspended,” a railway spokesman had said after the services were suspended in August. 

 The cellular services in Baramulla and Sopore were suspended in July after separatists gave a call for a protest march to Sopore. The services of different companies were suspended in the district on June 28 by the government. 

MISSING BARAMULLA YOUTH FOUND IN TRAUMATIZED CONDITION

Sep 29: A would be groom of Khanpora Baramulla, who went missing from Srinagar, three days ahead of his marriage in July, was spotted at Tehsil road here in a traumatized condition. After initial examination at district hospital here, Muhammad Rafiq Dar, 25, was immediately shifted to SKIMS, Soura for treatment.

After spotting, Muhammad Rafiq Dar, the people immediately took him to his home at Khanpora. Seeing his condition, the family rushed him to the District hospital Baramulla, where he was referred to SKIMS for necessary treatment. The family members of Rafiq told media, that he was bundled in a vehicle allegedly by some security agency at Batamaloo in Srinagar after he delivered his marriage card to one of his relatives in the outskirts of city. “Rafiq had visible torture mark on his body and his condition was bad. He was speechless and was not even able to identify his mother and sister,” said a family member.

The doctors at District hospital Baramulla also confirmed that the condition of patient was critical and he needed specialized treatment. “His condition was bad. A part from the mental trauma, he is likely to be suffering from rhabdomyolysis, which could even lead to renal failure. His blood pressure was also very low” said a doctor who examined the patient.

Rafiq son of Abdul Rahim Dar went missing under mysterious circumstances at Srinagar, where he had gone to deliver his marriage card.

GOI TO PROBE CAPT KOHLI’S ‘MYSTERIOUS’ DEATH

LOLAB FAKE ENCOUNTER FALLOUT

Sept 7: Defence Minister AK Antony has ordered a re-investigation into the mysterious death of Captain Sumit Kohli in Jammu and Kashmir, heeding to the demands of his family that had maintained that it was a murder and not a suicide as claimed by the Army.

Antony, who had met the family of Sumit a fortnight ago, asked Defence Secretary Pradeep Kumar to order the fresh investigation following a representation from the young officer’s mother Veena Kohli, Ministry sources said. Veena had demanded a probe independent of the Army or by the CBI, saying she had no faith in the Army that had declared that Sumit had committed suicide.

26-year-old Sumit, who was serving with 16 Rashtriya Rifles in Lolab in north Kashmir, was found dead with gun shot wounds in his room in the military residential facility in April 2006 on the last day of posting in counter-insurgency operations in the border state.

Captain Kohli’s wife Dipika Kohli had, however, questioned Army’s suicide theory. “If he shot himself with an AK-47, his face wouldn’t have been intact. He would have had multiple fractures,” Dipika had said. The Army has been saying Captain Kohli shot himself with an AK-47 while his family’s version is that his throat was slit. The Army also said that the Captain killed himself as he was depressed over domestic problems.

But the family claimed he could not take his own life as he was a brave officer. The captain’s family believes he was murdered by senior officers because he was going to blow the lid on fake encounters in Kashmir Valley in which four porters were killed in Lolab in April 2004.

In August 2005, the Army had ordered a probe into the allegation that its personnel killed four natives of a border hamlet in Jammu in a fake encounter claiming them to be militants to get gallantry awards.

The widow of one of the fake-encounter victims had reportedly received a letter naming Colonel Rahul Pandey as the man accused in the fake encounter. The letter was signed “your soldier, a believer in humanity”.

Refuting Veena’s contention, Col Rahul Pandey, who was the then commanding officer of Sumit’s unit, had maintained that it was a case of suicide due to family troubles.

The Defence Minister had assured the family, based in Chandigarh that Summit’s death would be re-investigated and he would get back to them on it soon. Sumit’s family had appealed to the Minister to provide justice to it, noting that its suspicion over the mystery over Sumit’s death had only strengthened on perusal of documents due to contradictions in the autopsy and medical reports.

IN DEMILITARIZATION DIN, ARMY EYES SOPORE LAND

Sep 10: Strong resentment is brewing among the residents of Hardshiva in Sopore town where Army has acquired land to set a camp to counter militancy. Reports and officials told media that Army has acquired at least 18 kanals of land from the state government in Pazalpora locality of Hardshiva area of the apple town to establish a camp for its troops posted in the volatile North Kashmir town. The camp, reports and eyewitnesses said was being established to counter militancy in the town.

Senior Army officials identified the land and got it demarcated by the concerned Patwari last week. After demarcation, Army erected scores of poles on the land.

Government primary school and high school and an Eidgah already exist on the hundreds of kanals of grazing land, a portion of which Army has acquired from the government. The Eidgah, locals said serve as prayer grounds for thousands of residents of Dooru, Sempora, Macchipora, Mundji, Takia Khan Mohammad, Cherhaar, Kawal, Umran and adjoining villages.

Army’s move to set up a camp, eyewitnesses said has created ripples in Hardshiva and its adjoining villages. The local Auqaf committees of the Hardshiva and its adjoining villages have expressed serious concern over government’s nod to the Army to set up a camp in the area.

“We will lay down our lives but will not allow Army to set up a camp. We have grown up girls. Will they be safe, if Army comes to the village,” an Auqaf member, who attended the meet told media wishing anonymity. 

“Army officials visited the village frequently. We thought it was routine patrolling. However, last week they came and demarcated a piece of land. They also erected poles and flags on the land,” Abdur Rashid, a local said.

“The occupation of land by the Army has triggered panic in Hardshura and its adjoining villages. Yesterday, thousands of people staged demonstrations at Eidgah. Angry youth uprooted the flags and poles from the land,” he added

“Yes, some land is being provided to Army for setting up a camp. The camp will help to counter growing militancy in the town,” a senior civil official wishing anonymity told media.

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

· PELLET GUNS NOT LETHAL: CRPF

Sep 1: Denying that the non-lethal weapons used against the protestors in valley are proving to be lethal, Inspector General of Police (IGP) Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), Jammu sector AS Sidhu asserted that it’s wrong to say that rubber or pellets fired by force have caused any casualty as there is no chances of it being fired from close range.

He, however, said that rubber bullets or pellets are for civilized society but not for militants and there are several reports that from inside crowd some anti-social elements have fired and in retaliation some casualties have occurred in last couple of months. 

Talking to media on the sidelines of CRPF Group Center Bantalab’s 42nd raising day, Sidhu asserted, the contention that non-lethal weapons used against the protestors in valley are proving to be lethal is controversial. “As and when the violent mob of 500-1000 people or misguided youth, who as per reports are paid for stone pelting come, if they were fired upon with rubber bullets or pellets to prevent them from causing damage and if injury occurs to anyone then no finger is raised but whenever casualty occurs then it becomes a controversy. There are several reports that from inside crowd some anti-social elements have fired and in retaliation some casualties have occurred in last couple of months. I cannot say much about this as I am not posted in valley region but it’s wrong to say that rubber or pellets fired by force has caused any causality," he added. 

· AFSPA MUST IN JK: ARMY

Sept 5: Notwithstanding demands for its scrapping, the army favours continuation of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) in Jammu and Kashmir citing “special circumstances” in the state.

 
“For special circumstances you require special laws. There are special circumstances in Jammu and Kashmir and that require special laws to deal with it,” Army’s Northern Command Chief Lieutenant General B S Jaswal said.

To a question on Machil encounter in Jammu and Kashmir in which one Colonel and two Majors have been charge sheeted by the police for allegedly killing three youths in a fake encounter, he said, “So far there have been 1,535 odd cases registered against army personnel and only 35 cases have proved right. So just that a case has been flagged doesn’t mean that something has happened.”

· TERRORISTS TRYING TO INFILTRATE: ARMY

Sep 7: The army has noticed “hell of a lot of attempts” by terrorists to infiltrate into Indian Territory along the international border in Jammu and Kashmir this year. But, “We have a tight noose all over. The army has taken on them. Our intelligence is good and we come to know about infiltration attempts,” the army’s northern command chief, Lieutenant General BS Jaswal, said.

“There has been hell of a lot of attempts to infiltrate along the border. They (terrorists) are trying hard to infiltrate,” he said. According to the army, a total of 40 people have infiltrated across the border this year.

“We have official figures of the infiltration. As of now we have a figure of approximately 40 people. Last year by this time 93 had infiltrated,” he said. On the efforts being made by the force to combat infiltration, he said, “We have been able to fight. We have had number of encounters. We had shot 16 people in one case. We shot 11 people in another case. This has been there. But despite that there has been increase in their attempts.” 

· AFSPA NOT DRACONIAN: ARMY

Sept 16: Amid a debate on partial withdrawal of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) from some areas of the Kashmir Valley, the Army today said it was not a draconian but a functional law.

"It (AFSPA) is not a draconian law. It is a functional Act," Army vice Chief Lt Gen P C Bhardwaj told media on the sidelines of a Defence Ministry event. 

· 30 MILITANTS KILLED SINCE SEPT 1: ARMY

Sep 16: Army said that at least 30 militants have been killed in separate encounters across the Valley from September 1 to September 16. “In the ongoing operations by the Army, 30 militants have been killed in the Valley in first fortnight of September. This includes 15 militants killed on the Line of Control and 15 in the hinterland,” army’s Srinagar based spokesman said in a statement.
 “These operations were conducted in a professional and surgical manner where in no collateral damage has occurred,” he added.

· AFSPA AN ESSENTIAL INSTRUMENT: RAJU
‘ARMY BEING DEMONIZED IN KASHMIR’
Sept 21: Terming the Armed Forces Special Powers Act as an “essential instrument”, Minister of State for Defense M M Pallam Raju said the army was being “demonized” and made a “scapegoat” in Jammu and Kashmir affairs which are mainly linked to the peoples’ “aspirations.” He justified the application of Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) saying t was an essential instrument. 

He said the army “is moving away from civilian areas and all the government buildings and we are paying huge compensation for agricultural land.”

Talking about the situation in Kashmir, he said it is “not normal” and pointed out that infiltration is still continuing although the number of infiltrators has gone down. “The will to create trouble and foment trouble is still there and that is why the infiltration is still continuing and till that happens I think the security blanket (is needed),” he said.

Justifying the application of the AFSPA, the Minister said it is an “essential instrument” for forces in strife-torn areas and gives them a “security blanket.”
· 4011 COPS, 504 CIVILIANS INJURED SINCE JUNE: POLICE

Sept 24: State police claimed that only 504 civilians were injured in CRPF and police action during the ongoing unrest across the valley while as over 4000 cops and paramilitary men were injured during the same period.

According to the district wise figures of civilians injured issued by police, 156 people were injured in Srinagar, 32 in Budgam,8 in Ganderbal, 90 in Baramulla, 21 in Kupwara, 92 in Sopore, 10 in Bandipora, 31 in Islamabad, 21 in Pulwama,  13 in Shopian, 4 in Kulgam and 26 in Awantipora.

“At the same time, in hundreds of violent incidents of stone pelting and scores of arson incidents resorted to by miscreants across Valley, 2660 police personnel suffered injuries,” said the police spokesman.

According to the district wise figures of cops injured issued by police, 640 cops were injured in district Srinagar, 205 in Budgam, 85 in Ganderbal, 503 in Baramulla, 111 in Kupwara, 42 in Handwara, 102 in Sopore, 97 in Bandipora, 119 in Islamabad, 406 in Pulwama, 63 in Shopian, 90 in Kulgam, 97 in Awantipora and 100 in Manigam.

“1351 CRPF personnel also suffered serious and other injuries. Besides, one policeman lost his life in mob violence. One SHO Pattan Fayaz Ahmed was injured in one of the many incidents in which militants fired from among the mobs,” the police spokesman claimed.

“During this period 78 built-up properties, including 44 public properties of various offices of different departments, 29 police stations, and police posts were set ablaze and damaged. Mobs set on fire and damaged 31 government vehicles including 22 police vehicles. Not only this, 23 houses of the policemen were torched or damaged at various places, and nine private vehicles of the policemen were set ablaze. This shows how violence was unleashed at scores of places.” He added.

The police issued the figures to refute the reports in a section of press regarding the number of civilians injured during the last four months.

· CRPF USING NON-LETHAL METHODS: DG

Sept 26: Under fire for using excess force during the current unrest in Kashmir Valley, the paramilitary CRPF said its personnel resorted to firing only after “exhausting all non-lethal methods of crowd control.”

 
"There is a perception among some people, particularly among sections of civil society that CRPF is firing on unruly mobs in Jammu and Kashmir at the first instance without using alternate methods. All non-lethal methods are used to disperse the mobs and firing is resorted to only when there is an imminent danger to life and property," Special CRPF Director General N K Triptahy said in a statement here. 

“The CRPF men along with the state police were increasingly using non-lethal methods of crowd control in the Valley,” he said 

"The situation in Jammu and Kashmir in recent months has been very disturbed and the law and order situation is in turmoil. Riotous mobs pelt stones on force personnel on regular basis. More than 50 times, the CRPF camps have been attacked by mobs," the Special DG said.  He said over 1400 force personnel had been injured in the past three months in the state.

The Special DG announced rewards of Rs 2500 for each of the injured personnel and Rs 7500 each for those grievously hurt while dealing with the law and order in the Valley.  "This is not a compensation for their injuries but a reward for maintaining restraint in spite of getting injured," he said.

· 394 STUDENTS HELD, ONLY 31 IN CUSTODY: POLICE
Sep 29: The Jammu Kashmir Police claimed that during the past over three months of unrest in Valley, only 394 students were arrested from across Kashmir, of which 31 are presently in custody. “On the whole 394 students were arrested, of which 363 have been bailed out; only 31 are in custody presently from the whole of the Valley,” a police statement issued here said.

The statement sought to refute a report published in Rising Kashmir dated September 29, 2010, which said that the academic future of hundreds of Kashmir students is threatened after being booked on one or the other serious charges. The statement termed the allegations as "baseless and far from truth" and an attempt to exaggerate the figures.

Giving district wise break-up of student arrests made in the unrest period during numerous protest demonstrations and stone-pelting incidents, the statement from the police read, “In Srinagar, 134 students were arrested, of which 122 were bailed out and only 12 are in custody,” adding “in Budgam, Ganderbal, Shopian, Kulgam, Kupwara and Sopore areas, 27, 31, 22, 24, 24 and eight students were arrested, respectively, and all of them bailed out.”

The statement further said, “Similarly, in district Pulwama, 14 students were arrested, of which 13 were bailed out and, as such, only one is in custody. In Awantipora area, 12 were students arrested; two were bailed out while ten are in custody. From Baramulla, 29 were arrested, 28 bailed out and only one is in custody. Whereas in Bandipora district, seven students were arrested, of which five were bailed out and only two are in custody.” The statement, however, remains silent about the number of youth slapped with Public Safety Act.

Media report had mentioned that since the onset of the ongoing unrest, police has made hundreds of arbitrary arrests across the Valley. The report argued that in Srinagar city alone, nearly 800 youth were taken into custody for the past over three months, though many of them were later released after securing bail from the court.

EXPLOSIONS

· 3 TROOPERS KILLED IN BARAMULLA EXPLOSION

Sept 9: At least three army troopers were killed and six others injured in an explosion in an army vehicle in north Kashmir’s Baramulla town. The blast took place inside the vehicle at around 6 pm when an army convoy was on its way to Pattan, 55 kms from here, officials said, adding it was not clear what led to the explosion.

Three troopers were killed and six injured in the incident. The nature of the blast and other details were being ascertained, defence spokesman Lt Colonel J S Brar said.

.
CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS

Sep 1: At least 25 persons were injured in police action in south Kashmir’s Islamabad district over killing of a minor in police action on Aug 30.

Sep 2: In downtown Srinagar, minutes before Iftaar CRPF opened fire on a group of protesters at Zaldagar and Fateh Kadal injuring two youth. The two were shifted to SMHS hospital. They were identified as Sajid Ahmad, 18, son of Bashir Ahmad of Karfali Mohalla and Riyaz Ahmad Batloo, 22, of Fateh Kadal. Sajid has a firearm injury in leg while Riyaz has a bullet in abdomen. 

Sep 3: Six persons were injured when army personnel opened fire in Auqaf Market Baramulla after some youths hurled stones on them. The injured persons have been identified as Tanveer Ahmad Gojri S/o Sanaullah Gojri R/o Drangbal Baramulla, Farooq Ahmad Tantray S/o Abdul Rehman Tantray R/o old town Baramulla, Muhammad Yaseen Dar s/o Muhammad Rajab Dar R/o Azad Gunj Baramulla, Amir Kabir Beig S/o Abdul Kabeer Beigh R/o old town Baramulla, Shareefa Begum W/o Ghulam Din R/o Handwara and Irfan Ahmad Saleh S/o Manzoor Ahmad Saleh R/o Arampora Baramulla.
Sep 4: A militant and a trooper were killed in an ongoing encounter in Lashkoot forests near Malangam Bandipora. At Bohri Kadal, forces resorted to firing tear smoke shells and rubber bullets on the protesters to disperse them injuring two persons. They were identified as Shabir Ahmad Sheikh of Rainawari and Abrar Ahmad Malik of Nawa Kadal.
Sep 5: Army claimed to have gunned down Divisional Commander of Jesh-e-Muhammad (JeM) in an encounter in Mendhar area of Poonch district. The slain militant has been identified as Abbu Khatab. Meanwhile a militant was killed in gunfight with troopers in frontier district of Kupwara. A soldier of RR who was wounded in the gunfight also succumbed to injuries. 

Sep 6: Four persons were killed and 30 others injured when police opened fire on protesters at Palhalan and Wussan in Pattan. The deceased have been identified as 16-year old Feroz Ahmad Malik (also known as Showkat) son of Abdul Aziz Malik of Naik Mohalla, Pattan. He received several bullets in his abdomen; Noor-ud-Din Tantray, 26 son of Ghulam Nabi Tantray of Tantray Mohalla, Palhalan, Muhammad Ramzan Mir, 45, son of Muhammad Sultan Mir of Wassan Khoi, Mudasir Ahmad Mir, 23 son of Muhammad Abdullah Mir of Wussan Khoi. In another incident four militants and two troopers were killed in an ongoing encounter in Nowshera area of Gurez sector. Meanwhile, army claimed to have killed three militants in Hafruda forests in frontier district of Kupwara.

Sep 7: At least 23 persons were injured, 3 of them critically, when police and CRPF resorted to heavy smoke shelling and cane charging to disperse a protest rally in Manigam Ganderbal when they were protesting against the killing of 4 people in Palhalan on Sep 6. Meanwhile around 10 people were injured in police action in the city.
Sep 8: Around 25 people were injured in police action in different parts of the valley. A youth Ubaid Ahmad son of Mehraj-ud-din got injured near Chattabal. He received pellet injuries in his leg.
Sep 9: Army killed a civilian in North Kashmir’s Bandipora district. Though the police say he was mistakenly caught in an ambush but people maintain that the killing was intentional as he was fired at close range without any provocation. The deceased has been identified as Manzoor Ahmad Peswal, 38, son of Ghulam Nabi of Upper Kudara. Meanwhile, Ghulam Muhammad Guroo, 55 of Maloora Sumbal who was injured in stone pelting clashes at Tengpora yesterday succumbed to his injuries at SK institute of Medical Sciences. In another incident, at least three army troopers were killed and six others injured in an explosion in an army vehicle in north Kashmir’s Baramulla town. The blast took place inside the vehicle at around 6 pm when an army convoy was on its way to Pattan.

Sep 10: Around 25 people were injured in police action in different parts of the valley.
Sep 11: People assembled at various places throughout the valley to protest against the killing spree in the valley.
Sep 12: Muhammad Ashraf Mir son of Abdul Ahad Mir of Palhallan Pattan, who was injured in police firing on September 6, succumbed to his injuries at SK Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura. The deceased had sustained bullet injuries in the neck and he was not stable from the day one. Meanwhile, around 75 people have been injured in police action throughout the valley. One of the critically injured has been identified as identified as Sameer Ahmad Malik s/o Gulzar Ahmad Malik of Hukhura Gund, Islamabad. Sameer had received bullet injuries in the abdomen and was immediately shifted to SKIMS Soura.
Sep 13: At least seven persons including district president JKLF (R) and a woman were killed in Police and CRPF action in Budgam. The deceased have been identified as Danish Nabi, 13 son of Ghulam Nabi Kumar of Charar-i-Sharief, Javaid Ahmad, Nissar Ahmad Kuchay, 22 son of Ghulam Mohi-ud-din, Ghulam Rasool Tantray, 50 son of Muhammad Jamal—all residents of Humhama while a woman Rafeeqa W/o Abdul Gani Teli hails from Ompora Budgam and The district president JKLF (R), Showkat Ahmad Mir, son of Abdul Gani Mir of Budgam. At main town Budgam, a policeman identified as Devinder Singh, was killed after being run over by a vehicle that was reportedly carrying injured to Srinagar hospital. At Chrar-e-Sharief, CRPF men opened fire at a protest demonstration, killing a nine-year-old boy, Adil Ahmad Lone son of Abdul Gaffar. Four persons were killed when police and CRPF men opened fire and resorted to intense teargas shelling on the protestors at various places in south Kashmir. The deceased have been identified as Riyaz Ahmad Sheikh (28) S/o Ghulam Muhammad Sheikh of Tengan, Pampore, Ajaz Ahmad Wagay, (26) of Kadalbal and Javaid Ahmad Rather son of Ghulam Qadir of Kadalbal. A 14 year boy was killed and two others injured after the forces and police resorted to unprovoked' firing in Islamabad.  The deceased has been identified as Aqib Ahmad Wagay S/O Gulzar Ahmad Wagay. Mudasir Ahmad Parrey s/o Gh. Rasool Parrey R/o Krishama Tangmarg, Tariq Ahmad Ganaie, 25 R/o Tillegam, Qayoom Ahmad Wani of Waniloo Tangmarg, Iqbal Ahmad Malik, 22 S/o Bashir Ahmad Malik of Tumberhama village were killed when police and the CRPF personals opened fire on the protesters in the Tangmarg area of north Kashmir. One person was killed and 30 others were injured as police and CRPF open fire at several places here in North Kashmir district of Bandipora. The deceased has been identified as Nissar Ahmad Bhat, 22 son of Habibullah Bhat. Around 200 people were injured in police and CRPF action throughout the valley. Meanwhile, A 17 year old youth of Khanabal area of South Kashmir's Islamabad district identified as Marouf alias Raju Nath S/o Mukhtar Ahmad Nath was allegedly drowned to death in river Jhelum by CRPF and Police who were chasing a group of protesting youth. In yet another killing incident in Chankhan mohalla of Sopore town of Baramulla district, police and CRPF fired on protestors killing one Muhammad Rafiq Teli, 20. In another incident, army claimed to have killed three militants in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district.

Sep 14: A youth injured in the firing at Tangmarg on Sep 13 succumbed to his injuries. The deceased has been identified as Abdul Qayoom of Sangrama. Meanwhile, around 60 people were injured in police action in different parts of the valley. Meanwhile around 60 people were injured in police action in different parts of the valley.
Sep 15: In Poonch at least four persons were killed and 45 people were injured when police opened fire at demonstrators, staging protests against alleged desecration of holy Quran in United States, in Mendhar tehsil. The deceased have been identified as Shamim Ahmed son of Muhammad Majid resident of Jagil Mendhar, Arshad Khan Son of Muhammad Azam Resident of Arari Mendhar and Alamdar Shah Son of Sadaq Hussain resident of Gulad Mendhar and Baghdad Hussain. The injured have been identified as Azad Ahmed Khan (15) son of Shabir Ahmed, resident of Dhar Ghloon, Rizban Khan son of Iftikar Ahmed Khan Dhar Ghaloon, Safeer Ahmed son of Mohammed Hanif resident of Chak Banglow, Muhammad Zahid son of Abdul Rashid resident of Gadsoo, Kabir Hussain son of Faqir Hussain resident of Gursai, and Atteek Hussain son of Muhammad Nasib resident of Balarkote in tehsil Mendher (Poonch). Meanwhile, a 20-year-old youth was killed in north Kashmir’s Sopore town when police and paramilitary CRPF troopers of 176 Battalion opened fire on protesters. The deceased has been identified as Mudasir Ahmad Kanna son of Bashir Ahmad Kanna of Batapora. A bullet had hit him in his chest. 

Sep 16: Yasir Rafiq Sheikh, 28 son of Rafiq Ahmad Sheikh R/o Maisuma who was injured in police firing on Aug 30 while playing carrom succumbed to his injuries in Apollo Hospital in New Delhi. He had received multiple pellet injuries in his abdomen. In another incident, army claimed to have killed five militants in an encounter in Tral in South Kashmir’s Pulwama district. Meanwhile, two militants have been killed in an encounter in Gurez, Bandipora.
Sep 17: One youth was shot dead when forces resorted to firing in central Kashmir’s Budgam district. The deceased has been identified as Fayaz Ahmad Dar son of Ghulam Rasool Dar. In another incident, Ghulam Rasool Bhat son of Ghulam Muhammad Bhat of Tapper was killed when forces used live ammunition and pump action shots to disperse the protestors. One person was killed when forces resorted to indiscriminate firing at protesters in Shopian. The deceased has been identified as Imtiyaz Ahmad Malla son of Muhammad Yousuf Malla, 23, of Pallipora, Shopian. Meanwhile around 65 people were injured in police action in different parts of the valley. 

Sep 18: Police fished out the body of Marouf Ahmad alias Raju Nath of Nathpora, Khanabal from river Jehlum. Raju had jumped into the river on Sep 13 while being chased away by forces during the clashes. Two persons were killed on the spot while three others were injured when police and paramilitary opened fire on a group of protesters near Palhalan, Pattan. The deceased were identified as Ansar-ul-Haq Tantray, 22, son of Ghulam Muhammad and Ali Muhammad Waza, 36, son of Ghulam Muhammad—both residents of Tantraypora, Pattan. Meanwhile, body of 21-year old Rashid Ahmad Ganai son of Ghulam Hassan Ganaie of Borihalan, Hirpora Shopian was recovered from a mulberry nursery in Padhpawan. Ganaie was a class fourth employee in Sericulture department and was missing since Sep 14. The Bemina youth, Fayaz Ahmad Naikoo, 32, of Boatman Colony, Bemina succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS. He was injured on Sep 14 near Boatman colony when police and paramilitary fired teargas shells and live ammunition to disperse a group of pro-freedom protesters. Noor-Ul-Amin Dagga son of Muhammad Amin Dagga of Naibasti was killed when government forces opened fire on a funeral procession of teenager Marouf Ahmad Nath (Raju) near Ahlihadees Masjid at Naibasti, Islamabad. Meanwhile, around 105 people were injured in police action in different parts of the valley.
Sep 19: Mubeena Akhter, 25 daughter of Dr Ghulam Ahmad Wani was killed when a patrol party of forces which was on its way back to their camp at Wadoora “without any provocation” opened fire on pedestrians near Natipora in Sopore outskirts. Muhammad Amin Ganai, 25, son of Muhammad Ramzan Ganai of Tapper, Pattan who was injured near Tapper Payeen, Pattan on Sep 17 succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS, Soura. Shabir Ahmad Dar, 25 son of Muhammad Ayub Dar of Lider-mund, Pulwama who had sustained firearm injuries in his abdomen at Sangam, Bijbehara on Sep 13 breathed his last at SKIMS, Soura. Bilal Ahmad Najar son of Ghulam Mohi-ud-din Najar of Khanabal, Islamabad who had sustained multiple pellet injuries in the vessels of pelvic and abdominal region in police firing on Sep 18 succumbed at SMHS. Meanwhile, four militants and a trooper were killed in an encounter at Pannar forests in Bandipora. The deceased trooper has been identified as Harvender Panday of 6 Para (13623869 M) while the identity of the slain militants is being established. In another incident, two militants were killed in a gunfight with troopers at Dardpora, Bandipora. Meanwhile, locals alleged that a civilian Muhammad Shaban Lone son of Muhammad Ramzan of Shamthan was used as a “human shield” by troopers and he got killed during the gun battle. However, Additional Superintendent of Police Shamsher Hussain said that victim was killed in cross firing.

Sep 20: Five people were injured when police opened fire on protestors in Sopore area of Baramulla district, who were staging protests against the killing of 25-year old girl Mubeena who fell to the bullets of para-military yesterday and the other civilian deaths. Meanwhile, around 30 people were injured in police action in different parts of the valley.

Sep 21: Around 15 people were injured in police in different parts of the valley. 
Sep 22: Sajad Ahmad Pandit, 23 son of Abdul Aziz Pandit of Sheikhpora, Humhama who was injured in the firing on Sep 13 at Humhama succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS, Soura. Troopers claimed to have a militant in an encounter in Hafrada forest in Handwara, Kupwara. Meanwhile, in another encounter between militants and troopers at Dooru, Sopore in north Kashmir an unidentified militant was killed.
Sep 23: The toll in the Dooru, Sopore encounter mounted to two with the killing of one more militant. The slain militants were identified as Tauseef Ahmad of Seer, Sopore and Azad Ahmad of Lashkar-e-Toiba. Azad is believed to be a foreigner.

Sep 24: Senior JKLF leader, Showkat Ahmed Bakshi, his mother, two sisters his niece and five others were wounded when police and paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire on civilians at Bemina. The injured included senior leader of JKLF, Showkat Bakshi, his two sisters Shazia and Shamoona, his niece Qurat-ul-Ain and his mother. Meanwhile, Body of Syed Zuhaib Rizvi of Hawal who had gone missing on May 14 this year near the Mansar Lake in Jammu was fished out from the water body. He was pursuing his MBBS at Acharya Shri Chandra Medical College, Jammu. 

Sep 25: One person was wounded, when paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire at protesters in north Kashmir’s Sopore. The injured has been identified as Muhammad Haroon Beigh son of Abdul Ahad of Mahrajpora. Meanwhile, police and security forces allegedly opened fire on protestors in Habba Kadal area of Srinagar injuring two persons, who received pellet injuries. The incidents occurred during curfew relaxation period. 

Sep 26: Police has found a body of a youth inside an auto rickshaw (JK01K-9956) at Sonwar near the Accountability Commission office. According to police, the body was found under suspicious circumstances. The deceased has been identified as Gulzar Ahmad Kallu son of Abdul Khaliq of Sathu Bagawanpora, Barbarshah.

Sep 27: Unidentified gunmen shot dead Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Bhat son of Abdur Rehman Bhat when he was coming out of Masjid at his native village Chatlura in Rafiabad area of north Kashmir’s Barmulla district. 

Sep 28: In Seelu, Sopore, one person was injured in police action. Police lobbed tear gas shells and fired several rounds of live ammunition. The injured was identified as Riyaz Ahmad Naikoo son of Nazir Ahmad Naikoo of Seelu. In another incident, four people were injured in CRPF action in Srinagar.
Sep 29: A militant was killed in an encounter with armed forces in the forests of Kangan in Ganderbal. The identity of the slain militant was being ascertained. A 9th class student of Extol Bhawan School Awantibavan, Soura, Aabid Mushtaq lost his eye after being hit by a marble shot at him through sling shot allegedly by paramilitary CRPF troopers.
Sep 30:  Police and CRPF troopers allegedly thrashed and harassed government employees at various places. A Forest Range officer stationed in Department of Environment at Bemina was allegedly thrashed to pulp by police after he was taken inside the Parimpora Police Station. At Bemina Chowk, the husband of a lady Junior Engineer stationed at Power Development Department, Bemina was severely beaten up and his car seized while he was on way to the PDD office to drop his wife. At Kathi Darwaza, the CRPF personnel thrashed another employee Fayaz Ahmad Rather. Meanwhile, a trooper was injured when suspected militants attacked an army patrol in Jammu’s Rajouri district, while a policeman was wounded in an ongoing encounter at Kangan, police.
KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER -2010

	DATE
	SOLDIERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	Sep 01
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 02
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 03
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 04
	1
	1
	-
	-

	Sep 05
	1
	2
	-
	-

	Sep 06
	2
	7
	4
	-

	Sep 07
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 08
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 09
	3
	-
	2
	-

	Sep 10
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 11
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 12
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Sep 13
	1
	3
	18
	-

	Sep 14
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Sep 15
	-
	-
	5
	-

	Sep 16
	-
	7
	1
	-

	Sep 17
	-
	-
	3
	-

	Sep 18
	-
	-
	4
	1(Dead body)

	Sep 19
	1
	6
	5
	-

	Sep 20
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 21
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 22
	-
	2
	1
	-

	Sep 23
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Sep 24
	-
	-
	-
	1(Dead body)

	Sep 25
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 26
	-
	-
	-
	1(Dead body)

	Sep 27
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Sep 28
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 29
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Sep 30
	-
	-
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	9
	30
	46
	3

	                                                IN TOTAL
	88 Killings


	Date
	Custodial and Extra judicial Killings
	Women Killed
	Children Killed
	Alleged Disappearances

	6 Sep 2010
	-
	-
	1
	-

	13 Sep 2010
	-
	1
	4
	-

	19 Sep 2010
	-
	1
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	0
	2
	5
	0




WOMEN /CHILDREN KILLED





Sep 6: Feroz Ahmad Malik (also known as Showkat) son of Abdul Aziz Malik of Naik Mohalla, Pattan was among four people who were killed and 30 others injured when police opened fire on protesters at Palhalan and Wussan in Pattan. 


Sep 13: Danish Nabi,13, a 7th class student son of Ghulam Nabi Kumar of Charar-i-Sharief was killed in police action in Budgam, while a woman Rafeeqa R/o Ompora Budgam was killed in police firing in Budgam. A 14 year boy was killed when forces and police resorted to unprovoked' firing in Islamabad.  The deceased has been identified as Aqib Ahmad Wagay S/O Gulzar Ahmad Wagay. A 17 year old youth of Khanabal area of South Kashmir's Islamabad district identified as Marouf alias Raju Nath S/o Mukhtar Ahmad Nath was allegedly drowned to death in river Jehlum by CRPF and Police who were chasing a group of protesting youth. In another incident, army claimed to have killed three militants in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district. At Chrar-e-Sharief, CRPF men opened fire at a protest demonstration, killing a nine-year-old boy, Adil Ahmad Lone son of Abdul Gaffar.


Sep 19: Mubeena Akhtar daughter of Dr Ghulam Ahmad Wani was killed when a patrol party of forces which was on its way back to their camp at Wadoora “without any provocation” opened fire on pedestrians near Natipora in Sopore outskirts.
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In yet another killing incident in Chankhan mohalla of Sopore town of Baramulla district, police and CRPF fired on protestors killing one Muhammad Rafiq Teli, 20. The killing sparked massive protests in the area.
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