IT MAY BE AGAIN…
After the uprising in 1989, Kashmir is reeling under conflict, conflagration, turmoil and turbulence. Like previous two years, the worst fears of Indian state have come true when Kashmir is again witnessing unprecedented protests. Again the house of cards build assiduously by state has crumbled. All strategic maneuvering and policies to control and domesticate people have failed.    Thousands of people took to streets not only in Valley but even in many districts of Jammu region. The protests, once again, engulfed whole of the state. The young generation, born in conflict, is on the forefront. Pictures flashed by social media networking subscribers have shocked international community and Kashmir watchers. The pictures of youth with bare chests daring security forces and police to shoot them, has symbolized the resentment. It all started from Machil encounter expose in April this year when three young boys were first subjected to enforced disappearance and subsequently killed in fake encounter and labeled as foreign militants, which is a routine. 

The peaceful protests against Machil expose were dealt with bullets and disproportionate use of force by police and CRPF and newly constituted Indian Reserve Police (IRP). The killings of protesters triggered series of bloody protests across the valley. Every killing was followed by large-scale protests and more killings and the cycle is continuing.  

Machil incident is not new in recent Kashmir history. The report “Buried Evidence” published by the International Peoples Tribunal on human rights and justice in India administered Kashmir (IPTK) mentioned killings of locals in fake encounters, who were later buried either nameless or named as foreign militants. The IPTK report was sent to state government and even the issue was raised in Indian parliament. European Parliament (EP) has also urged the Indian government to enquire into the “allegations” but government has its own reasons not to do so. Instead, the state is behaving like a proverbial ostrich. Had there has been any inquiry conducted into similar previous killings, the perpetrators, if not punished, would have been involved in legal proceedings, it could have minimized the chances of such incidents. Since government chose not to act, as it didn’t want to demoralize army who are fighting “cross border terrorism” and accepting it as collateral damage, consequently the state is now reaping the whirlwinds. The state being arrogant and ‘confident’ believing that they can get away with everything, as human memory is short lived, civil society is weak and can be controlled or even neutralized in conflict area. 

More particularly, Indian state can justify any action in Kashmir in contrast to what it can do in any other state of India. Take the case of Nandigram or present Naxalite uprising, in 223 districts of India, where the Home Minister’s “Operation Green Hunt” faced stiff resistance even from the non-leftist intellectuals and civil society groups. The campaign in support of Binayak Sen is another example because it is India and it feels moral accountability and cannot ignore the public opinion. Whereas in case of Kashmir, Indian civil society is not engaged instead they are silent and providing moral impunity to the perpetrators and the state, thereby, making government unaccountable before them. 

For any political thinker or independent Think Tank, the present uprising in Kashmir is not shocking because they have examined the state controlling mechanisms from last 20 years. Nobody can deny the fact that a spark in Kashmir is bound to explode as it is a simmering volcano. Nevertheless, the state’s modus operandi of controlling people’s lives is following the policy of stick and stick (no carrot). The state believes as long as they are able to control people suffering and, miserable and so on it’s peaceful, it is not state of war. The state is imposing negative peace in the valley and not the positive one. For that the secret funding, an army of collaborators, the NGOs/GONGOS on work to deflect and deflate the independent civil society initiatives, and to appropriate Kashmiris by police jobs and state informers, is bound to force people to present state. The only important difference now is that situation is back to square one, as was in early 90s. 

The hollow claims of the state have got exposed. The inputs by Indian intelligence and Indian think-tanks, using post-conflict jargons, have also got exposed. All their claims have been negated by the ordinary respectable Kashmiris, who have resorted to non-violent protests and means to confront the state. They have realized the potential and power of non-violence and also deconstructed India’s claim, Kashmir is terrorism, Jehadis, lunatic fringe, which they are fighting, before the international community. 

On other hand, people have also realized that they cannot outgun the state. They have to out-administer and out-control the state and expose the contradiction as rightly put by late Iqbal Ahmad, a political thinker and a revolutionary who staunchly supported Kashmir struggle for self-determination, realizing that “contradiction of the advisory is to be exposed before the international community”.    

It is likely that the present uprising could be quelled by the power of the Indian state and its huge armed machinery engaged in Kashmir, by monitoring and controlling lives of Kashmiris. There may be semblance of normalcy again but the hateful sentiment due to the further repression will get further accumulated. The Newtonian reaction is bound to happen and GOI is eager to prove that Newton’s Law of “equal and opposite reaction” can be changed in Kashmir. What shape the final round is likely to take after 2010 it will be difficult to predict but it is bound to happen. We fear it would be more violent and difficult to control. 
FATHER OF FOUR DAUGHTERS BEATEN TO DEATH

Father of four daughters and a mentally challenged son, Ghulam Nabi Mir, 55, son of Abdul Aziz of Namblabal Pampore, a Stores Officer in the J&K Handloom department, lost the battle for his life at SKIMS, Soura on October 14. Mir was severely beaten by personnel of CRPF, SOG and police on the evening of October 7, while he was returning from the market. 

Eyewitnesses said, the state forces assault on the locals was unprovoked. There was no stone pelting or protests in the area that day. In forces action many other persons were also injured among them is Ghulam Nabi Gilkar, a retired teacher whose left armed got fractured. However, on the complaint of victim family police registered a case against unidentified men in uniform, vide FIR No: 177/2010 under Section 307. 

To document the incident a researcher of The Informative Missive visited Namblabal area and talked to victim family and eyewitness of the incident.  
Mir’s elder brother Abdul Rashid Mir, recently retired from state medical department stated, “On the fateful evening of October 7, my brother returned home from a mosque after offering evening (Magrib) prayers. Following a brief stay at home, he went out to the market at Astaan Chowk, Namblabal to buy fruits for his children. He purchased apple from the market. Carrying a bag of apples he was walking back towards home, in the meantime, a joint party of SOG and CRPF suddenly cordoned off the market and started to beat up people without any provocation. Everybody including my brother ran for safety, but unfortunately one of the uniformed personnel clutched my brother and cruelly hit him on his head with his gun butt. He pleaded for his release saying, ‘please leave me, I have four daughters, please leave me, I have four daughters’. While beseeching for his release he fell down on the road. The cops turned a deaf ear to his pleas; subsequently, few more cops pounced on him and started to thrash him with bamboo sticks and gun butts.”

Abdul Rashid added, “Under the feet of berserk cops, my brother continuously craved for release. The strike on his head left a grave injuries through which he bled profusely. Despite bleeding in the head he was repeatedly beaten till he lost his consciousness. The cops also thrashed other locals, who also were present in the market. After deeming that my brother was dead the assailant cops fled away from the market. The locality was raided on the orders SHO, Krishna of Police Station, Pampore.”

According to Mir family, after they heard cries they rushed to the spot and picked him up. The road was smeared with Mir’s blood and his condition was moribund. He was first taken to Public Health Centre, Pampore on a passing bye scooter wherefrom doctors referred him to SMHS hospital. Due to severe injury on the head the doctors shifted him to SKIMS, Soura. 

“In SKIMS my husband was repeatedly screaming in the unconscious state ‘leave me I have four daughters; leave me I have four daughters’. He continuously uttered the same words till he breathed his last. From the evening of October 7 to October 11, he was kept in observation ward. During first four days, he talked to us many a times but during sleep he was getting shocks and crying for his release.  On the night of October 11 he went into comma. In the same night he was taken to Surgical Intensive Care Unit. Doctors said that he is suffering from cardiac disorder and multiple internal injuries. In ICU he was put on a ventilator. After four days battle for his life on October 14 at about 10:30 pm he succumbed to his injuries”, lamented Gulshan Begum, wife of slain Mir. 

She added, “He was our lone bread earner. I have four unmarried daughters and a son who is mentally unstable. How will I sustain now? Who will contribute for the future of my daughters and mentally challenged son. The cops shattered all our dreams.” 


On October 15 morning as the body of Mir had reached his home town Namblabal, Pampore, thousands of people including women and children held pro-freedom and anti-Indian demonstrations. Afterwards, they participated in his funeral prayers of Mir. Eventually, his body was laid to rest in the local graveyard at about 11:30am.             

Asiya Jan, student of higher studies in computers said, “My father left no stone unturned in providing us higher studies. He wanted to see our bright future but merciless cops took him away from us. Why we were made orphan? Who would take care of us now?”

Abdul Rashid, brother of deceased further said, “After we lodged FIR investigation has started into killing of my brother. Unfortunately, despite many eyewitnesses police only mentioned men in uniform beat up Ghulam Nabi. They did not mention SOG and CRPF who were seen by hundreds of locals. Presently we follow the case in Pampore court and three eyewitnesses including me have already recorded statements in the court.  We observe that police is static and disinterested in investigating the matter. Even police through their sources offered us ransom for withdrawing the case which we refused.”       

POLICE VERSION:

Police said a case has been registered against “unknown force” personnel at Police Station, Pampore. “We have lodged an FIR against the unidentified men in uniform under case FIR No: 177/2010 under Section 307 at the police station Pampore and the investigation is on,” SHO Pampore, Krishan Ratan told media.

TRAGIC FAMILY
FATHER KILLED IN 1993, NOW TEENAGE SON FELL TO THE ARMY BULLETS 
The memories of killing of Mohammad Suliaman Sheikh in 1993, in an encounter in Rafiabad Baramulla, were yet to diminish another tragedy struck the Sheikh family. This time Suliaman’s son Umar Suliaman, 15, was killed by the army. On October 2 at SKIMS, Soura Umar succumbed to bullet injuries he received when army’s 52 Rashtriya Rifles opened fire upon a group of protesters. The group was protesting against thrashing of a band-saw mill owner and laborer by army at Potukhah, Sopore about 43 kms from Srinagar.
Locals accused Major Rawat alias Rasheed Khan of 52 RR camped at Potukhah of unleashing reign of terror in the area. Eyewitnesses said, throughout the day of September 16 Major beat up many civilians without any provocation. According to locals, when they asked Major about the reasons behind unprovoked firing by its men on protestors, Major stated that the slain teenager helped militants in fleeing. 

A researcher of The Informative Missive visited Potukhah village and talked to victim family and eyewitnesses about the incident.

Abdul Rashid Baba, uncle of the decease said, “On September 16, throughout the day troopers of 52 RR beat up many locals who were walking through Potukhah Bus stop. In the evening before Magrib prayers, a motorcycle-borne youth of Wagub village was passing through the Chowk. He was stopped by Major Rawat.  His troopers surrounded him and beat him ruthlessly. Few women who saw the youth being beaten by Major, rushed to save him. The women succeeded in freeing the boy from the clutches of troops. With this incident the army returned back to their camp.”

He added, “After the incident over 100 villagers entered into the Jamia Mosque, situated at Potukhah Chowk to offer Magrib prayers. Umar was Muezzin (one who calls for prayer) in the mosque, who also entered to offer prayer. After the prayers finished, villagers came out of the mosque and held a protest demonstration outside the mosque against the atrocities perpetrated by Major Rawat. Few minutes after the protest started Major reached to the spot, without telling anything to demonstrators, he passed along and moved towards Sangrama in his Rakshak vehicle. After 10 minutes, he again reached to the spot with one more army vehicle.  At a 50 meters distance away from the protest spot he stopped his vehicle and came down. Without sounding any warning, to the people to end the protest, he fired by his pistol and also ordered his troopers to shoot on protesters. Instead of showing restraint, the troopers fired without any provocation and injured four persons including Umar. After receiving a bullet Umar tried to help other injured persons lying in pool of blood, but troopers again fired a burst of bullets on his knee due to which he fell down.”

The other three injured were identified as, Mohammad Rafiq Hajam, 19, S/o: Ghulam Mohammad, Mohammad Ashiq Ahangar (24); S/o: Abdul Rahim and Nika; S/o: Ghulam Mohammad Malik, all residents of Potukhah.

“After showering bullets troopers chased away protesters towards village while the wounded remained uncared on the spot. After half-an-hour, some youth managed to get to the spot to take wounded to the Sub-district hospital Baramulla. For half-an-hour my brother was bleeding profusely and in unconscious state was taken to hospital. Due to his critical conditions he was referred to SKIMS, Soura,” said Mohammad Rafiq, elder brother of victim.

He further said, “two hours after indiscriminate firing, at around 9 pm Major Rawat along with his troopers raided our village. The troopers barged into many houses and thrashed youth severely. They also ransacked households. Nobody from administration come to rescue the inhabitants. Despite firing and raid in the village police did not bother to visit to the village. In troopers action many youth got injured.”

According to victim’s family, Umar was hospitalized for two weeks in SKIMS. Eventually, he succumbed to his injuries on October 1 at 11pm. The burst of bullets had chopped off all his veins and arteries in the leg. Initially doctors said they would save his life by amputating leg but due to grave injury his body was severely infected due to which he breathed his last.

Abdul Rashid further said, “My nephew would have survived, had the forces allowed us timely to take him to the hospital. His conditions further worsened on way to SKIMS because troopers stopped us at numerous points, which delayed his treatment. Due to repeated stoppage he suffered enormous blood loss.”

“The troopers have ruined our life completely. First they killed my father in 1993 and made us orphan. Now they snatched my younger brother. My brother was not any militant he was a very kind and generous boy in the village. He was in his 11th standard and had commenced to build his career. By killing him the troopers devastated our whole family. Who will fulfill our dreams now? After father’s killing our life had become a nightmare but since we two brothers grew up our widow mother recommenced dreaming of normal life but again her desires are shattered and unfulfilled”, grieved Mohammad Rafiq.

However, police post Potukhah registered a case but according to locals there is no mention of Major Rawat who actually has terrorized the village. 
65-YR OLD LABOURER KILLED IN HANDWARA

DIED IN CROSS FIRE: ARMY; FAKE ENCOUNTER: FAMILY

On October 17, a sixty-five-year old labourer, Mukhtar Ahmad Sheikh of Thokergund Kralgund, a father of five children, including three daughters was shot dead allegedly by Army’s 21 Rashtriya Rifles in the Bawan Watser forest area in Kupwara district of north Kashmir. Mukhtar’s killing triggered massive protests in his home town Handwara.  
Mukhtar Ahmed Sheikh went missing two days prior to his killing. The police claim that he was killed in a gunfight between militants and troopers in Watsar forests of Rajwar shocked his family.

“We were shocked when police informed us that he has been killed in cross-firing in forests of Watsar. They kidnapped him first and then killed him in a fake encounter,” his son Parvaiz Ahmed told media. 

According to the family, the deceased went missing on the night of October 16, when he was returning home.  Parvaiz said his father went to bring tarpaulin from neighbouring Khaipora village, where he was working as a labourer for past two years.

 “We searched for him at all places but could not trace him,” he said, adding that his body was handed over to the family on October 18 at 12:15 pm for burial.  The family said a grenade was recovered from the clothes the elderly man wore.

 “Where did the grenade came from? Police and army want to label our father a militant by placing a grenade in his pocket. How come it is possible that the grenade remains in pocket even after thorough searches by police, army and post-mortem autopsy by doctors? They had taken away even his identity card and diary,” they said. Police said it was a lapse.
Hundreds of people took to streets raising pro-freedom and anti-India slogans demanding punishment to troopers. Amid pro-freedom slogans, the deceased was later buried in a local graveyard.

Defence spokesman, Lt. Col J S Brar said Sheikh was killed in cross firing during an operation. 

A police spokesman said on evening of October 17 an encounter took place between army and militants in Yamrad forests in which one person Mukthar Ahmed was killed.  “The deceased was missing from October 16 evening from his home and two kilograms of dry fruits were recovered from his possession,” he said.

An FIR number 229/10 under Section 307 RPC and 7/27 Arms Act lodged by Army unit in police station Handwara did not mention recovery of any weapon from his possession. They said only two identity cards including election card and dry fruits were recovered from his possession. 

Superintendent of Police, Handwara, Rafiq Ahmad Vakil told media that police has initiated departmental inquiry against an ASI, who received the body from the Army unit, for laxity.
Deputy Superintendent of police, Ghulam Jeelani Wani had been appointed as inquiry officer to probe the matter. Police would probe the matter from all angles including whether it was lapse or grenade was “intentionally placed in the pocket during police custody to brand him as a militant.” “Everybody including Army and medicos who performed autopsy are under scanner,” sources said.

On October 20, ASI Abdul Gani had been suspended for negligence in duty, after grenade was recovered from the clothes of Mukthar Sheikh.  Before handing the body over to family, the Army and police did not found any weapon from his possession during searches and FIR lodged by 21 RR also doesn’t mentions about recovery of any weapon from his possession.

Superintendent of Police Handwara Rafiq Ahmed Vakil admitted that ASI has been suspended for laxity in duty.

 “A departmental inquiry has also been ordered in the matter .The SDPO will conduct inquiry in 15 days time and will submit report,” he said.

JKCCS ORGANISES SEMINAR 

‘WHITHER KASHMIR? FREEDOM OR ENSLAVEMENT’
October 24: Noted Indian human rights activist and booker prize winner, Arundhati Roy on Sunday reiterated that Kashmir has never been an integral part of India.  “I believe Kashmir is not an integral part of India. It is a historical fact,” Roy said at a seminar titled ‘Whither Kashmir? Freedom or Enslavement’ organised by the Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society in Srinagar. 

Addressing Arundhati Roy said, “I believe Kashmir is not an integral part of India. It is a historical fact. By describing the pro-freedom leaders in the Valley as separatists, India in a sense has already acknowledged that secession has taken place.”

She while advocating the right to self-determination for the people of Kashmir said that in 1947, British imperialism was replaced with Indian colonialism which has been in place to subjugate and oppress the people of such states which demand “azadi” (freedom) from India.

“Kashmir has never been an integral part of India. It is a historical fact,” Arundhati said.

She said India after getting independence from British emerged as a “new colonizing power”.
“India fought in Nagaland, Manipur, Punjab and Kashmir. It projects itself as the biggest democracy in the world and emerging economic power but at the same time it oppresses the people of diverse cultures,” she added.

Speaking at a seminar titled “Whither Kashmir: Freedom or Enslavement”, organized by the Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society, at  Ahdoos hotel here, Arundhati asked Kashmiris to ponder on the type of society they have in mind for themselves.

“Imperial colonialism is being fast replaced by corporate colonialism and Kashmiris would have to make a choice whether or not they wanted the Indian oppression to be replaced by a future corporate oppression of the local masses,” she said.

She said that even the Indian Government has accepted this historical fact that Kashmir was never an integral part of India.

“By describing the pro-freedom leaders in the Valley as separatists, India in a sense has already acknowledged that secession has taken place,” she added. 

“In Nagaland, the troopers have been targeting Adivasis, in Telangana Dalits and in Punjab, they target Sikhs. India is an upper caste Hindu state that is certainly at war with minorities. It has waged a protracted war in Nagaland and Kashmir to force inclusion of people into its system,” she said.  

Maintaining that the ongoing movement has highlighted the aspirations of Kashmiris, Roy underscored the need for initiating a debate on Azadi. “Resistance is a beautiful thing. It is high time for Kashmiris to set goals for Azadi and steer the movement,” she said.  

However, she cautioned that there is an elite section in Kashmir which is allowing the oppression. “Your struggle has raised the consciousness about Kashmir dispute and the oppression you face. But you must decide what type of society you have in mind once you are allowed to decide your future,” she said. 

Elaborating she said imperial colonialism is fast being replaced by corporate colonialism. “Kashmiris will have to make a choice whether or not they want the Indian oppression to be replaced by a future corporate oppression of the local masses,” she said. 

Roy stated that Kashmiris recruited in the army and paramilitary forces are being used to suppress the voices of dissent in the Northeast and other states. “I was heart broken when I saw Kashmiri BSF personnel in Dantewada. Mothers in Nagaland recalled their kins who were posted in army and other security agencies. I urge Kashmiris to ensure that they are not used to as tools of suppression,” she said.  

Hailing the role of Kashmiri women in the ongoing movement, Roy asked them to contribute to the struggle in one way or the other. “Kashmiris have been breathing and inhaling through the barrel of AK 47.”

Terming India as a prison with many nationalities, Roy said attempts are being made to implement the policy of divide and rule. “After attaining freedom from the British, India itself has become a colonial power. It has left the legacy of partition in the shape of Kashmir. India opened the locks of two issues including Babri Masjid and tried to give it Islamist colour to act like a victim.

Roy said during her visit to southern India state, she asked her a friend to show her the grave of a Dalit who was killed in Kashmir. “An SP accompanied us and showed the grave in a garbage dump. He said the people did not allow the body to be carried in front of their homes saying it will pollute them. One should not have any expectation from a country whose Prime Minister (Dr Manmohan Singh) has not been ever elected,” she said.

 She said India has been using the façade of democracy to cover up the rights violations. In New Delhi she said 3000 bodies were recovered in recent past besides 20,000 children disappeared. “But nobody asks the questions as people in Delhi are not fighting for freedom.  Democracy has become another form off tyranny,” she said.

Prominent human rights activist Gautam Navlakha said the gun has played an important role in highlighting the Kashmir dispute. “Gun kept the Kashmir issue alive. Now the stone pelters have taken over the mantle. Now the stones have the power and there is no need of guns. Azadi is not round the corner but you have fight for it. Whether all party delegations and interlocutors will visit Valley, talk and go back. But it is the Kashmiris who have to decide their future,”

Navlakha said there has been criminalization of dissent as all voice in Kashmir have been suppressed.

Navlakha impressed upon the civil society to establish its own institutions. “Their foundations have been laid in past four month and it is high time to give it a practical shape. The students should start exhibitions like draw paintings on what their concept of Azadi is,” he said.

Navlakha said battles are not fought from drawing rooms. “if we maintain unity, steadfastness we will achieve Azadi and sacrifices will not go waste,” he said.

Prominent filmmaker, Sanjay Kak said that it was right time for Kashmiris to push the curtains on their victim hood. He pointed out that the perception of majority of Indians was changing towards Kashmir issue due to peaceful protests in the territory.

 
Senior journalist Zahir-ud-Din said the Trade Union Movement in Kashmir was the oldest in the World. “On 29th April 1865, Trade Union Movement was launched in Kashmir after 28 shawl weavers were killed at Zaldagaar. 20 years after the incident, the Movement started in Chicago which is celebrated as May Day,” he said.

 
Najeeb Mubarki, the Assistant Editor of the Economic Times said the Kashmiris have achieved a moral victory due to the ongoing movement. He accused the Indian media of delegitimizing the struggle of Kashmiris. “After 9/11, there has been a tendency to link every thing in Islamic context. Indian media sometimes states that there are militants among the protesters and blame Pakistan for fomenting trouble in the Valley. This is done to delegitimize the struggle of Kashmiris,” he said.

 
Pervez Bukhari, noted journalist said a big part of Kashmiri’s population is silent due to fear and highly militarized presence. “The troopers are making efforts not only to suppress but make Kashmiris their part. The aspirations of Kashmiris surfaced on the streets. Due to crackdown unleashed to crush the protests, the whole generation has gone underground. It is a horrifying thing. People are reluctant to even talk on phones as most of them are tapped. This has made the people vulnerable and silent,” he said.

“Ironically, I see the new generation protesting lonely. It is responsibility of each Kashmiri to share their views and give support to the cause. Ways and means have to be developed for giving space to the silence majority of Kashmir,” he added.

Pervez Imroz the President JKCCS said the civil society has an important role to shape up the opinions in Kashmir. “At a time when seven lakh troopers besides cops are leaving no stone unturned to suppress the movement, it is the responsibility of the civil society to give vent to aspirations of Kashmiris. We have invited those people to speak in the seminar who are considered to be enemies by India for speaking for the Kashmiris,” he said. 
Imroz accused the Government of India of holding the media hostage and spreading misinformation about Kashmir. “Many NGOs have been formulated who portray false picture of Kashmir. These NGOs have intruded into our society. If we have to achieve freedom we have to ourselves fight for it. We can wait for others to fight for our cause. We have to shape up our future ourselves,” he said.   The seminar was followed by an interacting session in which the people from different walks of life interacted with the speakers.

Other speakers included Pervez Bukhari, a renowned journalist, Ashim Roy, noted Trade Union leader, and Zahir-ud-Din, senior journalist.

 
Meawnwhile, the panellists of a discussion have said that India should accept the ground realities and resolve the Kashmir dispute according to the aspirations of the Kashmiri people.
A noted human rights activist of India, Gautam Navlakha, talking to the participants of the discussion held on the sidelines of a photo-exhibition in Srinagar, said that India had failed to subjugate the people of the territory through military means.

He said, “India should respect the verdict of the people. It is Kashmiris who have to decide.” Navlakha urged Indian government to show sincerity to the negotiation process to resolve the longstanding dispute.

Commenting on the situation in the occupied territory, senior journalist, Shujaat Bukhari, said that the occupation authorities had put curbs on the freedom of expression for the last five months. He said that India should give up its intransigence and take concrete steps to settle the dispute over Kashmir.

IMAM GETS BATONS FOR HELPING VICTIMS
Oct 10: With bruised body and limbs hardly in a state to move, middle aged Nissar Ahmad Raja lies motionless in a room at his Hawal residence. But more than the physical trauma he is in a state of shock after having tasted the brutality of forces for lending a helping hand to those injured in protests across the Valley for past over three months. 

 Nissar, Imam at the Masjid near his residence, along with three other men volunteers was going to Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) for distributing food and medicine among the injured. But paramilitary CRPF interrupted the crew on its way to the hospital and what followed saw the volunteers turning into victims themselves.  

 “We were in an auto rickshaw. CRPF men brought us down and asked about our destination. On learning that we were going to SKIMS, they started beating us ruthlessly without any provocation. My back and arm was broken in the incident and the others were not spared either,” recollects Nissar.

But the CRPF men did not stop at beating. The volunteers were made to kneel for nearly half an hour before being allowed to go by the men in uniform. “After beating us with bamboos they humiliated us by making us kneel on the main road. They only let us go after we literally begged before them,” says Nissar. 

Nissar’s back and arms were severely injured in the incident. He was removed to the same hospital as a patient where he was going for nursing the injured.  “When I returned home my arms and back pained severely. I was not even able to offer prayers which worried my family. They took me to SKIMS where doctors treated me for two days,” he says. 

 However, for Nissar the “barbarous” act of CRPF could not be a force enough to kill his enthusiasm to work for humanity. “We will continue to help our brethren in all the conditions as our religion demands. This is not the first time we have volunteered for type of work. We have helped the people without any distinction of creed, colour and cast and will continue the good work in future as well,” Nissar said.

BEATEN BY FORCES, GOVT EMPLOYEE BATTLING FOR LIFE
Oct 13: At a time when six persons have already died in thrashing by troops and police in the ongoing unrest in the Valley, 55-year-old Ghulam Nabi Mir of Namlabal Pampore is another such victim battling for life in SKIMS here.  A senior doctor at SKIMS said Mir was suffering from multiple injuries and his chances of survival were bleak.

 “His score is 3 out of 15, which is very critical. He has been hit on head and has lost his eyesight,” the doctor said.  On October 7, Ghulam Nabi was hit on head by gun butts and beaten to pulp outside his house by a joint party of police and paramilitary CRPF.

 Torture and thrashing of people by police and paramilitary CRPF is proving deadly in the current unrest in Kashmir. The youngest victim of CRPF beating was the 9-year old Sameer Ahmad Rah of Batamaloo. He died on the spot. 

 Lying in Bed No. 3 of Surgical Intensive Care Unit, Mir is suffering from cardiac failure and other multiple internal injuries. “He has been put on ventilator. He is suffering from multiple organ failure,” the doctor said.

 Eyewitnesses said Mir, a Handloom Department employee, was out to bring fruits for his children on the fateful day. “In the morning of Oct 7, the locals went to police station and informed the SHO that police was harassing the local people,” Mir’s relative said.

 In response to the complaint, a joint party of angry police and CRPF men came in the evening and started beating people ruthlessly, locals alleged. “The young escaped the beating but the oldies were caught hold of,” they said. 

 Mir was later taken to SHMS hospital, where from he was referred to SKIMS, Soura. A relative of Mir in SKIMS said, “Yesterday, Mir screamed unconsciously in the ward. He was requesting forces that he is ill and has five children. ‘Please leave me’, he cried and went into comma,” he said.

 Mir is not the only aged person who was beaten ruthlessly. There are five more such victims. One among them is Abdul Ahad Gilkar. Gilkar is a retired teacher and received a fracture in his left arm.  Local said the thrashing was unprovoked as there was no stone pelting or any protest in the area.

 Mir is the loan bread earner of the family. He has four unmarried daughters and a son with mental illness. His family alleged that they lodged an FIR in Pampore Police Station, but to no avail. 

ARMY OPENS FIRE ON PROTESTORS IN BARAMULLA

Oct 13: Half a dozen people were injured after troopers of 32 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) opened fire on peaceful protest demonstration in Nadihal area of Rafiabad Baramulla.

 According to reports the people of Nadihal and its adjoining areas had staged peaceful protest demonstrations against the alleged atrocities by the 32 RR, including the beating of residents by the army since last some weeks. As the protestors, chanting pro-freedom slogans, were moving towards Jamia Masjid Nadihal, troopers of 32 RR intercepted them. They opened fire, resulting in critical injury of 18-year-old Ashiq Hussain Lone. He was rushed to hospital. The troopers also beat the people in which six others were injured.

 After the incident, panic gripped the area and people in hundreds took to streets and held strong protest demonstrations against army.  After the incident, a senior officer from police division Sopore visited the area and assured the people that incident will be investigated.

 The residents of Seelu, Sopore also charged the Army men of thrashing civilians who were staging peaceful pro-freedom demonstrations on the Sopore-Kupwara highway.
On October 14, police filed an attempt to murder, rioting and a case for endangering safety of others against army for opening fire in Nadihal area in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district yesterday.  

“A case, FIR 48/2010 under section 148 (rioting), 336 (endangering safety of others) and 307 (attempt to murder) has been registered against the army unit for October 12 firing at police station Panzalla Rafiabad,” a police official told media.  

The troopers had allegedly barged into residential houses and two persons— Abdur Rashid Malla and Muhammad Akbar Malik— were wounded. The people hit the street to protest against the army unit when it was in the town. The army allegedly opened fire on the protesters, leaving one person, Ashiq Hussain, hurt.      

During the ongoing arrest, police has filed 19 FIRs at various police stations across the Valley against the forces following allegations of unprovoked firing or use of excessive force.  

PALHALAN PROTESTS ‘MOLESTATION’

POLICE DENY CHARGE

Oct 27: After remaining under continued curfew for a month, this volatile village in north Kashmir witnessed alleged molestation and attempt of rape of two women by police, charges which police denied.

According to locals, police barged into the house of Ghulam Rasool Sheikh at Raipora Palhalan early this morning, smashed windows and doors. Police allegedly beat up the inmates and ransacked the house.  

 Sheikh’s son Sajad Ahmad told media that a police party led by SDPO and SHO Pattan without any provocation forcibly entered into their house. “To save me from police my mother forced me to leave the house from the rare side. After hearing the screams of my mother and sister, I along with my neighbors came rushing to my house. I saw my mother and sister lying on the ground with policemen beating them ruthlessly,” he said.

 Sajad alleged that had his father not been there, the police men would have outraged the modesty of his mother and sister. “My father received police thrashing while protecting the chastity of my sister. He covered her and got fractures in arm and his right foot. Policemen were trying to take my sister to the nearby Special Operations Group camp,” said wailing Sajad.

 Sajad’s 25-year-old sister is in deep shock. “Everything is lost,” she cried and fell unconscious. Sajad’s wailing mother sitting besides her daughter is unwilling to talk. “Police has destroyed our family,” she said after much persuasion. 

 Sajad said police broke everything that came their way. “Damage to the property is not the worry but the molestation and attempt to rape is humiliating,” Sajad said.

 
Locals said to enforce the Hurriyat strike call on October 26 youth pelted stones on vehicles plying on highway. After that a police party chased the stone pelters and fired teargas shells. However, October 27, in the morning police raided the house of Ghulam Rasool Sheikh and ransacked his house. Police beat up the inmates ruthlessly including the women. An eyewitness said, “I saw the two women lying down and being beaten ruthlessly. After we protested police fled from the spot,” he said.

Deputy Inspector General of Police, Baramulla, Muneer Khan denied the charges. “This is a lie. These charges are baseless,” he said.

 A police handout said Pattan Police under the supervision of SDPO Pattan raided the house of Ghulam Rasool Sheikh in connection with the arrest of his two sons namely Sajad Ahmad Sheikh and Tariq Ahmad Sheikh who are involved in various cases of stone pelting, arson and attempt to murder. “During search of the house the family members of the accused did not co-operate with the Police and resorted to hue and cry. The police party exhibited restraint and to avoid any altercation with the female members of the family, withdrew from the said house,” it said.

 Police said that Tariq Ahmad Sheikh son of Ghulam Rasool Sheikh is involved in case FIR numbers 116/09 under section 307, 436, 336, 148, 149 RPC, 188/2010 under section 307, 436, 435, 336, 332 RPC and 231/2010 under section 148, 149, 336, 427 RPC of Police Station Pattan while his brother Sajad Ahmad Sheikh is involved in case FIR number 231/2010 under section 148, 149, 336, 427 RPC of Police Station Pattan. “Both of the accused have evaded arrest several times and are absconding,” police said.

 
However, Sajad said that on October 26 Pattan police issued him ‘No Objection Certificate’ as he was asked by an employer to submit the same. “Yesterday SDPO Pattan gave me No Objection Certificate. On October 27 police is saying I was evading arrest and absconding on charges of stone pelting,” he said.

 
Sajad is well known in the area as an innovator. He said his projects have been approved by National Innovation Foundation, Ahmedabad.

BSF STORMS SCHOOL IN SANGRAMA
* 15 CHILDREN AMONG 20 INJURED
Oct 13: At least 20 schoolchildren and government teachers were injured after being allegedly assaulted by Border Security Force (BSF) personnel in Sangrama area of North Kashmir’s Baramulla district.

Reports and eyewitnesses told media that a BSF convoy on way to Baramulla from Srinagar was pelted upon with a few rocks by protesters near Sangrama on the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad highway this afternoon. The BSF convoy, eyewitnesses said, halted their convoy and barged into the nearby government middle school (GMS). The deployment of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) provided them the cover from outside. 

Eyewitnesses said that the BSF men went on a beating spree after barging into the school. The troops, they said abused, misbehaved and thrashed the teachers, including female staff. The troops did not even spare small schoolchildren, as young as six. At least fifteen students and five teachers were injured in the troopers’ action, eyewitness said. 

Some of the injured schoolchildren have been identified as Shagufta Amin, Masrat Bashir, Sehreena Amin, all seventh standard students, Mohammad Amir and Mohammad Ashraf Malik, eighth standard students, Asmat Rashid, sixth standard, Nausheen Akhter and Nilofer Amin, fourth class, Muzamil and Tanveer Nabi, third standard and Kounsar Gulzar, a first primary student.

“The children were attending the classes, when the BSF men stormed the school and thrashed the teachers without any reason or rhyme. They even beat female teachers, including me,” headmistress, GMS, Sangrama, Kounsar Jabeen told media.

“The ruckus continued for at least fifteen minutes. We urged them not to harm the small children, but they didn’t listen to us,” she added.

Kounsar said that as the BSF men were busy in thrashing her staff members and students, she called up senior civil and police officials, but to no avail. She said 20 students and her staffers were injured in the troopers’ action. She identified the injured teachers as Javeeda Parveen, Asifa Nabi, Tahir Manzoor and Firdous Ahmad. “We’ll not resume duty, unless government takes stern action against the guilty troopers,” she added.

After middle school, eyewitnesses said troops barged into the adjacent government high school and roughed up at least a dozen students and a few teachers.  

“As the screams in the middle school ceased, BSF troops barged into our school and beat many students. They also thrashed the teachers who objected to their actions,” Ghulam Nabi Dar, a teacher said. “One of my colleagues, Firdous Ahmad was brutally beaten when he tried to convince the troops. This is the limit of lawlessness,” he added.

When the news of beating of students and teachers spread, hundreds of men, women and children, including the family members of the schoolchildren took to streets and staged pro-freedom and anti-India demonstrations in the area. The protesters also blocked the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad highway for nearly an hour to demand action against the guilty troopers.

Deputy Inspector General of Police (DIG) Baramulla, Muneer Ahmad Khan said that the incident took place this afternoon when some youth pelted rocks on the BSF party that was on way to the town. “The BSF personnel entered the school. Soon, the teachers and BSF entered in altercations, resulting in injury to a youth. He is being treated upon,” Khan said. “We’re probing the allegations leveled against the BSF,” he added. 

MALOORA GUNFIGHT LEAVES BEHIND TRAIL OF DESTRUCTION

Oct 22: This small hamlet Maloora on city outskirts is in grief. There are reasons why people around are seen shouting, screaming and mourning—all at once. Fierce gun battle between militants and forces here on Oct 21 has not only left the residents in shock, but has allegedly robbed them of their belongings, including even the essential commodities they had stored for the upcoming winter.

If the residents collectively blame anyone for this, it is the police and 2 Rashtriya Rifles troops, who carried out the encounter. “The men in uniform barged into our houses and looted our belongings,” alleged the visibly perturbed residents, who are seen wailing over the loss. “All this happened during the gunfight when we were asked to vacate our houses. We had left all our belongings in the houses. When the encounter ended in the evening, we returned back only to see our belongings missing.” 

If encounter was going on in one house why men in uniform damaged other houses in the locality, they questioned.   The belongings, the residents alleged, includes cash, jewellery and other valuable items costing millions of rupees. “The encounter was going on in one house. The police evacuated the entire locality for unknown reasons. When people left their homes, it gave troops and policemen a chance to get stationed there and aim at the militants. The encounter left a couple of houses devastated besides the loot of property worth millions of rupees.

 Government must look into the issue and order an inquiry into the looting of belongings,” said Saara (name changed), a 60-year-old lady. “I found the jewellery of my daughter missing from the house. Besides, we had stored the essential commodities for winter which the cops had spoiled,” she said.

The encounter has also left behind a trail of devastation. The house where it took place has been raised. “It was a horrific day for us,” said the residents. “There was only army and police in this village yesterday. Our children felt terrorized after we were asked to leave our houses. Police is normally meant to pacify the residents in times of panic, but they caused more panic by barging into houses in a jiffy.’ 

A member of the local Masjid Committee alleged troops robbed Rs 1. 50 lakh cash belonging to Masjid from his house. Another local and a top government official of the Mohalla alleged troops took away jewellery worth Rs 30 lakhs belonging to his daughter-in-law. 

Nazir Ahmad Wagay alleged troops took away two gold rings, a necklace, two gold bangles and other jewellery from his house.  Two Jaish-e-Muhammad militant Yousuf Badni and Qari Mumtaz were killed during the nine hour long gunfight in this village yesterday while another body was recovered this morning.  

ARMY, POLICE DENY ALLEGATIONS

Army’s Srinagar based spokesman Lt Col J S Brar said, “These are baseless allegations. Indian army has very high standard of probity. We don’t involve in such anti-social activities.” Brar said he did not receive any such complaint. 

Senior superintendent of police Ashiq Bukhari said, “People are lying. The character of police is better than the people.”

PUBLIC SAFETY ACT 

· GOVT. TO REVIEW PSA DETENTIONS

Oct 2: Government is contemplating to revoke Public Safety Act against lawyers, political activists and stone-pelters detained during the ongoing unrest in the Valley. Sources said a meeting of top officials was held to discuss the issue of detention under PSA of several lawyers, stone-pelters and political activists.

Talking to media, Law and Parliamentary Affairs minister Ali Muhammad Sagar said government had initiated the process of the revocation of PSA against lawyers, stone-pelters and political activists. “We have taken the initiative to release them. And if we will not release them soon then initiative becomes meaningless,” he said.

At least three lawyers have been detained under PSA with allegations of fomenting trouble in the Valley. The lawyers include High Court Bar Association president Mian Abdul Qayoom, its general secretary Ghulam Nabi Shaheen and one of its members Muhammad Shafi Reshi. Regarding the revocation of PSA against lawyers, Sagar said, “We are seized of the matter.”

State government has detained scores of leaders of Hurriyat Conference (G) and Hurriyat Conference (M) during the ongoing unrest. The spokesperson of Hurriyat Conference (G), Ayaz Akbar said at least 37 leaders of their faction had been detained under PSA. The prominent leaders belonging to Hurriyat (G) are Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai, Ghulam Nabi Sumji, General Moosa, Mir Hafizullah, Firdous Ahmad Shah, Muhammad Rafi Ganai, Muhammad Yousuf Mir, Muhammad Yousuf Mujahid, Muhammad Ashraf Laaya, Muhammad Yousuf Nadeem, Abdul Ahad Parra, Zaffar Habib and Peer Saifullah. While among the prominent leaders detained under PSA from Hurriyat (M) are Shabir Ahmad Shah, Nayeem Ahmad Khan and Zaffar Akbar Bhat.

Sagar said the chief minister Omar Abdullah was monitoring the whole process and had taken the issue of revocation of PSA seriously. “Soon after the Union Home Minister announced the 8-point package for Kashmir, chief minister held Unified Command meeting to put the things on right path,” he said.

Sagar said, “We are regularly meeting to discuss the issues of detentions in order to normalize the situation. We will not delay the process of the release of these detainees.”

At least 52 youths including 31 students have been detained under PSA during the past three months of unrest in the Valley.

· 12 PSA DETENUES RELEASED

Oct 9: On the basis of recommendations of the Review Committee, Government decided temporary release of 12 PSA detenues lodged in different jails. 

 An official statement said those persons who have been released include Omar Fayaz Katoo of Tiploo Mohalla Anchar Srinagar, Sameer Ahmad Mir of Mawar  Handwara, Sabzar Ahmad Bhat of Redwani Bala Kulgam, Sarwar Iqbal Rather of Kralpora Dharambugh Chadoora, Budgam, Muhammad Shafi Kanjal of Ichhkote, Budgam, Aqib Nazir Bhat of Tengpora Gandharbal, Srinagar, Mousin Shafi Mir of Naseerabad Chinkipora, Sopore, Samiullah Bakshi of Branwari Kupwara, Hilal Ahmed Malik of Trehgam, Kupwara, Tariq Ahmed Dar of Hathishah Sopore, Firdous Ahmed Shah of Abi Guzar, Srinagar and Mushtaq Ahmed Mir alias Chotto of Chek-e-Cholan Hermain, Shopian.

· 4 MORE BOOKED UNDER PSA

Oct 10: The state government has booked four more persons under Public Safety Act (PSA) in south Kashmir’s Shopian district.  Talking to media, Superintendent of Police Shopian Shahid Mehraj said that four persons have been booked under Act in the district. “We have executed warrants issued against them,” he said.

 Sources told media that Mufti Wajib, Farooq Ahmed, Ayaz Ahmed and Shiraz have been booked under PSA and sent to Kathua jail. 

· PSA SLAPPED ON TWO YOUTH IN PULWAMA

Oct 15: Two youth were booked under the act in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district. Discrediting the claims of government that it is seriously considering the revocation of the PSA slapped on dozens of youth over the past four-month unrest in Valley.

Sources said two youth Basharat Bilal and Mudasir Manzoor, both residents of Pulwama town have been booked under the act for their alleged involvement in stone pelting and leading the protests. Confirming the slapping of PSA on the youth, SHO Pulwama, Mushtaq Ahmad told media, “The duo has been booked under the act for leading the protests, resorting to stone pelting on forces and disrupting law and order in the town.” He said both the youth have been shifted to Kathua jail.

Though the police claimed the two youth were arrested while pelting stones at police station, the family members have termed the police claim as a blatant lie. Basharat was neither pelting stones nor participating in the protests.

He was running a Photostat shop near police station and was arrested by the police while selling newspapers in the market on Oct 10, said his brother Manzoor Ahmad, a newspaper hawker and owner of Manzoor News Agency. He said that reason behind booking my brother is that he always refused to follow the diktat of policemen.

· 5 MORE BOOKED UNDER THE ACT

Oct 16: The district administration Kupwara booked five persons including two employees and a retired Naib Tehsildar under Public Safety Act for “creating law and order situation and instigating violence.”

Peer Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din, 65, son of late Peer Abdul Khaliq of Mohallah Kharabagh, Kupwara; Bashir Ahmad Wani of Muqam Shahwali, a mason; Abdul Ahad Malik, an employee of social welfare department, Faruk Ahmad Mir, both residents of Malik Mohalla Kupwara and Abdul Hameed of Reshigund Kralpora were arrested and booked under PSA.

 Of these, three have been detained in sub-jail Kupwara and two have been shifted to Kot Balwal Jail, Jammu. “All the five have been charged for creating law and order problems and instigating violence under Sections 332, 353, 436, 336, 188, 148, 427 and 109 of RPC,” said a police officer. 

BURHAN MISSES FIRST EXAM

CAREER OF MANY JAILED STUDENTS STONEWALLED

Oct 13: Burhan missed his first bi-annual examination of his first year in college and chances of his taking other exams are bleak too. Yet his family hopes against hope that incarceration will not cost him a crucial year very early in his career. 

His incarceration, nevertheless, is a tell-tale of hundreds of Kashmiri students jailed in and outside the Valley on charges of stone pelting. On papers, their release was a top priority in the eight point Kashmir-package announced by the centre, but in reality their imprisonment, fatal for their careers, seems eternal. 

Burhan Ahmad Bardaw, 21-year-old a non-regular commerce student from Islam, Yarbal Zainakadal is facing detention under infamous Public Safety Act at Rajouri Jail. His name, according to his family, figures among the 300 students to be released on centre’s orders.

“Government seems in no mood to release him. We went to the deputy commissioner Srinagar showing him the roll-no slip of my brother but he said they cannot shift him to central jail here for lack of space. Although DC did assure later that my brother would be shifted to Joint Interrogation Centre here, but so far nothing has been done. Burhan already missed his first paper we are just hoping that he can write in other papers,” says Bruhan’s younger brother, Junaid Bardaw, also a student. 

Burhan was arrested three and a half months ago during a raid at his residence. He was arrested along with their neighbor. Although the latter was released shortly afterwards, Burhan was detained and subsequently booked under PSA.  

“Police raided our house and arrested my brother. For first two months he was detained n one jail after another but ultimately they slapped PSA over him. He was first detained at central jail but they subsequently shifted him to Rajouri where he is facing detention even this time,” Junaid recollects. 

Like all other youngsters killed, injured or arrested in past over four months, Burhan too is the only bread winner for his widowed mother and younger brother.  Since the death of his father he has been toiling hard to make his family’s two ends meet.

“My brother works as data operator in Aircel telecommunication and that is our only source of income. I am myself a student at Gandhi College and both I and my mother are dependent on him,” narrates Junaid. 

Like Burhan, fate of many students imprisoned for stone pelting hangs in balance. Although state claimed to have made a move vis-à-vis their release following centre’s directions but the space for hope seems shrinking with examination time inching closer with every passing day.

CRACKDOWN AGAINST ‘STONE-PELTERS’

*POLICE HARASSING KIN OF WANTED YOUTH

Oct 20: Unleashing reign of terror in the name of crackdown against stone-pelters, police is frequently detaining the relatives of youths accused of stone-pelting across the summer capital to seek custody of the wanted. The newly adapted policy by the security agencies is becoming a nightmarish experience for the public with almost all men reluctant to stay at home for the night. The situation seems particularly grim in old city and other areas considered volatile.

Old city residents revealed to media that police raids the residences of suspected stone pelters “But on finding any wanted youth missing, police arrests his father and detains him for several hours in the police station,” said Ghulam Hassan.

“On Oct 18, an elderly person, Muhammad Sidiq, of Nowhatta in old city was arrested for his son who was not present in the house at the time of raid. He was kept in the police station for the whole day and police demanded written guarantee from National Conference workers for his release,” said Ali Muhammad a resident of Nowhatta.

The residents allege that even women are not spared the “torture.” “We have a mother son duo living in our vicinity. Earlier this month, she was called to police station Nowhatta by police where she was asked to produce her son, who police suspects, is a stone pelter,” said Showkat Ahmad a resident.

The situation elsewhere in the summer capital, especially in the volatile areas, seems no better. Last week, residents of Soura say, a 70-year-old businessman was put behind bars instead of his wanted son. “Police raided his house early in the morning and sought custody of his son. When family revealed his absence from the house, police took him into custody and put him in the lockup at Soura Police Station. He was released late in the evening,” said Javaid Ahmad a youth.

Police action has terrorized the families who now prefer to send the men out of the home during night. “Our house was raided twice in past four months. Since then both my husband and elder son spent the night at a relative’s house. And for the entire night we tremble with the fear of police, not knowing when they will knock at our door,” said a middle aged lady from old city, wishing anonymity.

Even in the families which do not have any links with stone pelting, only prefer to spend the night at home. “They (Police) labels anyone as the stone pelter and put him in prison. Prevention is always better than cure so it is always safe to keep men out of home during the night,” said a youth Irshad Ahmad.

The old city residents, however, criticize the police for crackdown against youths. They say: “Areas like Nowhatta witnessed least stone pelting in past four months, yet police has launched such a massive crackdown against youths accused of stone pelting. Youths as well as their families are being harassed which can only enrage the civilian population.”

MEDIA CLAMP DOWN 
· COPS SEIZE NEWSPAPERS, THRASH SCRIBES

ISSUE ROCKS ASSEMBLY, OMAR ‘APOLOGIZES’

Oct 1: In yet another crackdown on media, police seized the copies of several dailies including Greater Kashmir and its sister publication Kashmir Uzma and barred their distribution even as three senior journalists were roughed up by policemen in the city.

The issue rocked the Legislative Assembly following which Chief Minister Omar Abdullah sought apology from the media fraternity saying though the incident should not have happened he has sought a detailed report from the police chief within 24 hours.

Reports said police here seized several vehicles carrying newspaper copies of different publications for distribution across the Valley early in the morning. The seized vehicles were taken to Kothibagh police station and released later in the day when distribution was not possible.

As the proceedings in the Legislative Assembly started on October 1, several legislators including MY Tarigami, Hakeem Yasin and Engineer Rashid raised the issue accusing the government of curbing press freedom using repressive tactics.

Responding to the queries raised by the legislators, the chief minister said there were no directions from government to police to seize the newspapers.

He, however, added quickly that police seized the copies as there were apprehensions that newspaper reports and articles about Ayodhya verdict might be inflammatory and could evoke protests in Valley.

He refuted the contention that raids were conducted on printing presses and offices of newspapers. “I have been informed that two vehicles carrying newspapers had been stopped at the Kothibagh Police Station early morning October 1 for checking the print material to avoid circulation of any inflammatory matter. However, the vehicles have been allowed to move after making the necessary checking. I have been informed that this was done to prevent any untoward incident owing to the court verdict regarding Ayodhya,” the chief minister informed the House.

“I personally felt that such an action was not needed. But I will get it ascertained why the copies were seized. I have asked Director General of Police to report to my office on the issue in next 24 hours,” the chief minister said. “I seek an apology from the media persons if the action has lead to any inconvenience to them.” 

 He also regretted the hindrance faced by the journalists to move around and to reach the Assembly due to heavy checking. “We have to impose restrictions and curfew sometimes to protect the lives and public property. They (journalists) may have to bear with this for few more days.”

 
 Ironically, while the chief minister was speaking in the Lower House, three senior journalists, on way to the Assembly to cover the proceedings were beaten up by police. Mehraj-ud-din of an international media organization, APTV, Mufti Islah and Shakeel-ur-Rehman of New Delhi-based channel, CNN-IBN, were beaten up near Rambagh despite having curfew passes.  Mehraj-ud-din was admitted to Bone and Joint Hospital Barzulla wherefrom he was referred to SKIMS.

· KT STAFFER'S CURFEW PASS, I-CARD TORN
Oct 8: In yet another incident of troopers dishonoring the curfew pass and putting restraints on media, curfew pass and official identity card of a Kashmir Times staffer, Mohammad Jaffar Saleem, was torn by forces near SMHS hospital.

 
“I was on my way to office on bike. CRPF men stopped me near SMHS hospital and asked me to show curfew pass and identity card,” Jaffar said. “They tore the card and the pass, thrashed me and asked me to go back.” Jaffar said that the CRPF men told him that they had been directed by their higher authorities to beat media persons and not allow them to work freely. 

· CABLE NEWS OPERATORS PROTEST GAG

Oct 11: The Srinagar based cable news operators staged demonstrations at Lal Chowk to protest the continued ban on the transmission of news. The staffers of local news channels assembled at Press Colony Srinagar and staged demonstrations to protest the media gag by the government. 

The protesters were demanding the revocation of the ban imposed on the transmission of news and current affairs programs. The protesters alleged that the government was muzzling the voice of media in a bid to hide their wrongdoings.

“Government doesn’t want the people to know the truth. Some ministers are justifying the ban because they know media will expose their wrongdoings,” said Sanam Aijaz. “Cable networks feed hundreds of people. Where will they go if the ban continues,” he added.

2 KAKAPORA STUDENTS BAILED OUT, NOT RELEASED
Oct 2: Even as a Pulwama court granted bail to two college students booked for stone-pelting, the police did not release them and were instead shown booked in other cases. Shabir Ahmad Ganaie and Tanweer Ahmad, both residents of Kakapora in Pulwama  district and BA First Year students, were  arrested by police a fortnight back and booked in FIRs  367/2010 and 376/2010  respectively at Police Station Kakapora under sections 436(Arson) and 30 (Unlawful Assembly Act). They were remanded to judicial custody and are in lock up since then.

“They were granted bail by Principal District and Sessions Judge Pulwama, Muzaffar Iqbal Qureshi October 2 in lieu of person bonds of Rs 50,000 each. But when we  approached the concerned police station with the bails, the police refused to release them saying that the boys are wanted in other cases too,” their counsel  Advocate Bashir Ahmad  Kakapori told media.

“Even though I had filed their bail applications a week earlier, police had not informed the court that the boys are wanted in other cases of stone pelting too. By concealing the information about other cases, the police is actually delaying their release,” he added.

The boys have to appear in the exams, but by booking them in other false and concocted cases, police is actually jeopardizing their academic career, he said.

Bashir added that he is also trying to secure the release of other two youth from the area, Hafizullah and Muhammad Maqbool, who too have been picked up by police on stone-pelting charges.

Earlier, on September 27, Pulwama Sessions Court granted bail to 15 youth, who were arrested by police for stone-pelting and arson from Pampore town. But despite securing bails many of the youth were not released and were instead shown booked in other cases too.

SOCIAL WORKER LANDS IN JAIL FOR BEING STONE PELTER’S NAMESAKE
Oct 4: In a bizarre incident, a 26-year-old social activist from north Kashmir’s Kupwara district landed in jail for being wanted stone pelter namesake. Eijaz Ahmad Mir of son Ghulam Nabi Mir of Gulgam village in Kupwara is working with Help Foundation—a Non-Governmental Organization—as a project manager IPAP in coordination with international NGO Save children. On Sep 30 he was going to foundation’s high school in Khumriyal for inspection, not knowing it would be his last day in-front of bars. 

“Police stopped him on the way. He was told that his name figures in the police’s dairy of stone-pelters and that he will have to report at the Kupwara police station,” program officer at the Help Foundation, Iqbal Lone, recollects while talking to media.

Eijaz did not shy away. He went to the police station where he saw his namesake Eijaz Ahmad Mir but son of Gul Mir listed on the diary. He pleaded innocence by revealing the reality that it was not him but someone else. But the argument did not come through as police was not ready to let him go till the arrival of Station House Officer. “Eijaz was put behind bars despite all his efforts to try and clear the confusion. But police realized that it was mistake but they did not want to accept it. So on the same night FIR was registered against him shutting all doors of his release,” says Iqbal. 

Eijaz is facing charges under RPC sections 148, 149, 307, 323, 363, 353 and 427 in FIR no 114. In the FIR police has mentioned that Eijaz was involved in attack on a policeman on 18th of last month. But Iqbal rejects the excuse.

“We have a pre-defined calendar of work and according to it Eijaz was attending a workshop on the said day. How can he be involved in stone pelting?” 

“Besides,” Iqbal questions, “We have a code of conduct which categorically dismisses appointment of persons involved in any unpleasant incident. Thus Eijaz cannot be pelting stones.” 
Based on these arguments, Iqbal advocated Eijaz’s case before the police but of no avail. “We explained all these points to police but they do not seem in mood to back off from their stand,” he says.

Eijaz has been working with the foundation for past many years. And past month of acute unrest in Kashmir he coordinated foundation’s relief efforts for under privileged families in his native district. “We were distributing food packets to under privileged families and his job was to coordinate. He was up to it. Before this unrest also he has been an active worker of our foundation, in the forefront of relief work,” says Iqbal. 

Police officials at police station Kupwara, however, say the arrestee has the same name and parentage as that of the wanted stone pelter. “Father’s of both of them are named Gul Mir,” says an official, “But whether or not he (Eijaz) is the same person we are looking for is a matter of investigation.” Eijaz is presently lodged in Kupwara police station, according to police. 

CHILDREN OF COPS HELD FOR STONE PELTING 
Oct 6: In perhaps the first incident of its kind, police arrested the sons of three cops on charges of stone pelting from Police Housing Colony in Bemina area of the city. 

Sources told media that Tauqeer Shamsdin, a class nine student at Iqra Public School, Qamarwari; Aqib Ahmad Bhat, a class tenth student at Islamia Model School, Barzulla and Amir Habib Tantray son of Habibullah Tantray were picked up during a joint nocturnal raid by Special Operations Group and police from their quarters at Police Housing Colony. 

Interestingly, while Tauqeer’s father, Shamsudin Mir of Newran Pattan and Aqib’s father Abdul Hameed Bhat of Hanjipora Kulgam are serving as police head constables, Amir’s father Habibullah Tantray, a resident of Krusam Lolab, is a sub-inspector with the police.  

Sources said the boys were arrested after they were “spotted pelting stones and causing damage to public property in a video footage by the police.” SHO Parimpora police station, Ghulam Mohiuddin, confirmed that the trio was arrested on charges of stone pelting and causing damage to public property. “A case has been registered against them under sections 336, 148, 147 and 307,” he told Press Bureau of India. When asked about the boys’ fathers serving in the police, Mohiuddin said, “It doesn’t matter. Everybody is equal before law.” 

The families of the boys, however, maintain that the boys are “innocent.”  Speaking to media, Amir’s father, Sub-Inspector Habibullah Tantray lashed out at the police. Tantray said he had left for his Lolab residence in the evening as his wife informed him about her mother’s illness.

 “My daughter and two sons were alone at the quarters. In the morning, my daughter called up to say that the SOG men had barged into the quarter, beaten up Amir and dragged him away. They even locked the door from the outside after taking him away. He is innocent. If this is what is happening to a police officer’s family imagine the fate of an ordinary man. It’s a police state,” he said.  

Tantray appealed Chief Minister Omar Abdullah to intervene immediately in the matter. "His class tenth examinations are going to be held in ten days. His career is at stake, I appeal to the chief minister to take immediate action," he added. 

Meanwhile, in a separate nocturnal raid, police arrested Rafiq Dar son of Mohammad Rafiq from Firdous Colony Bemina.   

Pertinently, the arrests came at a time when the government is said to be mulling over the release of students arrested in different stone pelting related incidents as part of New Delhi’s “8-point package” for subsiding the unrest in Kashmir.
SOG DETAINS PATIENT IN SMHS HOSPITAL
Oct 12:  Special Operations Group (SOG) of police detained a patient during a raid at SMHS hospital, here.  Reports and eyewitnesses said that Abdur Rashid, son of Ghulam Qadir Changa of Arampora, Sopore who was recuperating at Ward No 18 of SMHS hospital after being operated for appendix on Oct 12 was detained by a team of SOG men during a surprise raid at the hospital this evening. 


The SOG men, eyewitnesses said also harassed the attendants of Rashid. The patient was whisked away by SOG to unknown destination. 

Interestingly, the hospital administration was not taken into confidence by the SOG party before conducting the raid. Sources said that the hospital administration took up the issue with the nearby Karan Nagar police station when they came to know about the raid. An ambulance of the hospital with a few doctors on board went to the SOG camp and brought back the patient.

“The police team entered the ward and whisked away the patient. The administration was not taken into confidence. This irresponsible act of police is unacceptable,” a senior official at SMHS told media on anonymity. “We had to rush an ambulance to the police camp to bring back the patient. The patient is under observation at the hospital,” he added.

The official said that Rashid was operated upon by doctors for appendix on Oct 12.  A senior police official wishing anonymity said that the youth was picked up for questioning following a tip off about his involvement in militant activities. “The information proved to be wrong,” he added.

FORCES CRACKDOWN ON YOUTH IN KULGAM

Oct 10: Amid the government claim regarding release of arrested youth, police, army and CRPF men have launched a joint crackdown against youth in Kulgam district.

Residents said, police, army and CRPF have prepared a list of more than two hundred youth in Quimoh, Redwani and Khudwani areas of the district and are frequently raiding their houses. Police during last four days have arrested at least 13 youth mostly students from a small hamlet in Rampora. Following their arrest, hundreds of youth in many villages of the area have fled their homes.

Residents said that a joint party of army, CRPF and police during last three days has raided the houses of dozens of youth in Payeen and Wangund villages of the area. They said that the army men raided the houses of the youth and ask their parents to send their sons to the army camp Quimoh. However when the youth visit the camp, residents said, the army men handover them to police.

"Four days ago the army men summoned at least 13 youth from Rampora hamlet to the camp. When they visited the camp, the army handed them over to police and since then they are detained in police station." 

The residents said hundreds of youth in many villages of the area have gone hiding following the tough crackdown launched by the forces. They accused the army of indulging in law and order affairs. "On one hand army claims that they have nothing to do with the prevailing situation in the valley but on the other hand are working hand-in-hand with police in their continuous crackdown against the youth. Most of the youth in our area facing detention were handed over to police by the army," said a resident Mohammad Maqbool.

Expressing ignorance about the matter PRO defence Colonel JS Brar said that he is not aware about the matter. "I am totally unaware about the matter and will check it out," he said. However, he added that maintaining law and order is not the job of army.

16 BUNKERS DEMOLISHED
* TROOPS TO BE RELOCATED
Oct 5: Out of more than four hundred bunkers across Srinagar, 16 were brought down with publicity and fanfare. These troopers stationed in these bunkers would not move out of the state and will be relocated soon. This is the key part of much hyped eight point package of center to state. It may be recalled that the move to dismantle a few bunkers was conceived as smokescreen for evading the people's demand for demilitarization and removal of Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA). 

The bunkers are being removed on the recommendations of a committee formed by the government after the decision to remove 16 bunkers was taken during the Unified Headquarters meeting on September 29 in Srinagar as part of the Centre's eight-point Kashmir peace initiative. 

However, removal of 16 Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) bunkers from Srinagar city would have no impact virtually as number of bunkers is so high and the process of removal will serve as "mere eyewash". 

CRPF said that the bunkers will be removed from Anganwadi centre Wanihama, BD school Batamaloo, Sonawar, Janab Sahib Soura, NIT Hazratbal, PHC Palpora, Magarmal crossing, Agricultural University Shalimar, DAV School Wazirbagh, SDPT Aloochibagh, Miskinbagh, Firdousabad in Batamaloo, Sazgiripora, Sumkachbal, Common Dental College Karanagar, Bone and Joint Hospital in Barzulla.

"50 percent removal process has been completed and the rest will be completed as soon as possible," said PRO of CRPF AK Tripathi. He added that "these troopers" would not move out of the state and will be relocated. "These troopers have moved to battalion headquarters and relocation has to be sorted out in co-ordination with police," said PRO.  

Srinagar city also known as city of bunkers has more than 80 living bunkers and almost all of them have been turned into concrete structures. These bunkers are located on road sides and near vital installations. Srinagar city, police maintains, has more than 400 bunkers, that include living, mobile (armored vehicle bunkers) and camp bunkers (bunkers in and outside the camps). 

The removal process has started three days back and as a first step, two bunkers were removed, one from the premises of Bone and Joint hospital Barzulla and the other one from the premises of Government Dental College Srinagar.  

Ironically, the list of bunkers that have to be removed did not include such bunkers in Srinagar city that remained the cause of conflict between the residents and the Para-military forces. The list also did not include the bunker located in the city hub of Lal Chowk known as Paladium Cinema Bunker. The shopkeepers in Lal Chowk observed strike and government constituted committee to look into their demands. The shopkeepers called off their strike only after the minister of Tourism for state Nasir Aslam Wani assured them that bunker will be removed after three months. This bunker, however, does not figure in the list of 16 bunkers being dismantled. 

DIV COM JAMMU PROBING MENDHAR FIRING: GOVT

Oct 4: The Government said it had appointed the Divisional Commissioner Jammu as inquiry officer to investigate the circumstances leading to the police firing, which killed three youth and injured 11 others at Mendhar in Poonch on September 15.

 Replying to a calling attention motion by MLC Muhammad Rashid Qureshi in the Legislative Council, the Minister for Law and Parliamentary Affairs, Ali Muhammad Sagar, said the Government was awaiting the inquiry report. He said Commissioner Secretary, Home, would be directed to expedite the probe.

 Sagar informed the House that a case FIR No. 182/2010 under Section 302/24 RPC had already been registered against SDPO Mendhar, Vivek Gupta, Constables Abdul Hameed, Rakesh Kumar, Muhammad Saif and SPO Muhammad Assi.

 He said the firing took place after a protest march, against the alleged desecration of Qur’an in US, reached near Forest Range office where the SDPO along with other policemen tried his ‘level best to stop the processionists, but failed.’

 “Near the BDO office, the SDPO was pushed aside by the protesters who marched ahead. The police used minimum force to stop the procession, but the participants turned violent and started heavy stone pelting on the police, who retaliated by firing tear gas shells,” he said.

 “During the melee, SDPO Mendhar was hit by stones and received injuries. On seeing the officer falling on the ground, his PSOs resorted to firing to save their officer and the public property in which 14 persons sustained injuries, of which three persons succumbed to their injuries,” he said.  He said the Government had sanctioned ex-gratia relief of Rs 5 lakh each to the families of three deceased.
SHRC PROBING GANGBUG YOUTH’S KILLING

Oct 15: Taking suo motto cognizance, the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) has framed an inquiry commission to probe the death of a 17-year-old-boy Muzaffar Ahmad of Gangbug area in Batamaloo Srinagar. His body was fished out from a nearby stream on July 6.

Meanwhile, police is yet to submit its report after court of Chief Judicial Magistrate (CJM) on September 10 directed SSP Srinagar to investigate the circumstances which lead to Muzaffar’s death. Muzaffar, son of Ghulam Muhammad Bhat of Gangbug Tengpora, went missing in the evening of July 5 when CRPF and policemen were chasing away a group of young boys after protests and stone-pelting incident in the area. In the morning of July 6, Muzaffar’s body was fished out from a nearby stream in Gangbug locality by the police. He was bearing torture marks on the head.

In the massive protests, which broke out following his death, three persons including a woman were killed, as police and CRPF fired at the protestors.

According to sources, SHRC has formed an inquiry commission which has also sought a report from the police about the death of the boy and the events following. The police has already submitted its report to the commission about the July 6 incident, they added.

However, it could not be known whether police has termed the death of the boy an accident or a deliberate killing.  “I have not yet seen the police report submitted to the SHRC and neither do I know about the findings of the commission,” said Advocate Aijaz Dar, who is pleading the case before the court on behalf of the victim family.

On September 10, parents of the deceased boy had approached the CJM court with an application seeking directions for SSP to investigate the matter and direct the concerned police station to register an FIR. The family has been alleging that Muzaffar was killed by police after apprehending him on July 5.

In the application before the court, the family has alleged that Muzaffar was taken away by SDPO and SI of Shergarhi Police Station in a Rakshak vehicle at Gangbug where some young boys were playing cricket. 

“As per the three witnesses to the arrest of Muzaffar, he was hit in the head by fist blows and died on spot. However, police still took away him in the vehicle,” the application to the court reads.

“Police recovered his body from the stream next day claiming that Muzaffar died of drowning. However, the post-mortem report contradicts the police version clearly indicating that his death was caused by severe blows on head,” the application reads.

OMAR GOVT HAS ORDERED 13 INQUIRIES, 2 PROBES
8 REPORTS ACCEPTED, OTHERS BURIED IN FILES
Oct 16: The state government has ordered at least 13 magisterial inquiries and two judicial probes into the civilian killings involving CRPF, Army and the state police since 2009. The government has so far accepted only eight inquiry reports while the fate of other cases is still not known.

As revealed during the recently concluded assembly session, the inquiry report about the killing of three youth Muhammad Amin Tantray, Muhammad Ismail and Nazir Ahmad Koja by personnel belonging to Rashtriya Rifles at Bomai Sopore on February 23, 2009 has been forwarded to Union Home Ministry. In this case, even the Court of Inquiry ordered by Army held the Junior Commissioned Officer and two soldiers of 22 RR accountable for various lapses.

The inquiry report into the killing of a carpenter, Ghulam Mohiuddin Malik (33) hailing from Rajpora village of Pulwama district has been accepted by the state government. Mohiuddin was killed in his house by CRPF men on March 18, 2009. The police investigation in the case is going on.

The government has also accepted magisterial inquiry report into the custodial killing of Manzoor Ahmad Beigh of Aalochi Bagh Srinagar by SOG on May 19, 2009. The inquiry indicted SOG while a police official was found guilty of “service misconduct”. As per the government documents, Khurshid Ahmad of SOG and his accomplices have been booked for murder charges under FIR 32/09.

The government also accepted inquiry report into the killing of four Baramulla youth by CRPF personnel on June 29, 2009. The state government has asked Director General of Police to procure names of CRPF personnel of 53 Battalion who were deployed in the area at the time of the incident.

However, in case of another youth Irfan Ahmad Lone who was killed in Baramulla town on July 2, 2009, the inquiry officer has failed to determine the cause of the death or the identity of persons responsible for his killing.

In another case involving the killing of Sajjad Lone of Ganapora Handwara, the government has accepted inquiry report. Besides, GOC 15 Corps has been requested that the two eyewitnesses of the incident belonging to 32 RR be made available. Sajjad was killed by Army on October 26, 2009 claiming that he was trying to enter the army camp.

According to government documents, the inquiry report by Divisional Commissioner Kashmir into the killing of Zahid Farooq of Brein Nishat by Border Security Forces on February 05, 2010 has been accepted and a case has been registered against five BSF men of 68 Battalion. In this case, challan has been submitted to CJM, Srinagar which is yet to decide the committal of the case for trial.

The government has also accepted magisterial inquiry report into the killing of three boys- Shujat-ul-Islam, Ishtiyaq Ahmad Khanday and Imtiyaz Ahmad Itoo- at Islamabad by J&K Police on June 29 this year. The then SHO P/S Islamabad, Muhammad Ayoub has been placed under suspension for dereliction of duty where as disciplinary proceedings have been initiated against the then SSP Islamabad, Showkat Ahmad Malik.

Though the government claims to have accepted the inquiry reports in the above mentioned incidents, but many more such cases involving killing of civilians by forces are still shrouded in mystery and no action has been taken against the guilty.

The authorities are yet to file an FIR into the killing of 13-year-old Wamiq Farooq who was killed in police shelling on January 31, 2010 and was dubbed as a ‘miscreant’ by the  police. Even a case against the deceased and others  under Section 307 was registered by police thereby putting a question mark over the earlier police claims that it had suspended an ASI for firing a teargas canister at Wamiq.

Likewise, in another case involving the killing of Tariq Ahmad Dar of Fidarpora during the intervening night of July 24 and 25, the state government maintains that the magisterial inquiry is under process.

Similarly, the investigation into the killing of footballer Mohammad Shahid Ahangar of Srinagar by CRPF on March 06, 2009 also hangs in balance. Though an FIR against the CRPF men was registered, but so for no charge sheet has been produced against the guilty by the police.

The killing of a deaf and dumb person Abdul Rashid Reshi, 45, from Pahalgam by Army on January 08, 2009 is also shrouded in mystery, even though government had ordered an inquiry. The cold blooded murder took place just yards away from Omar’s residence at Gupkar road.

In another case, involving the killing of a tailor from Kupwara by 18 RR on February 03, 2009, so far no guilty trooper has been punished. Though Army claimed Fayaz was killed in cross fire but subsequent police investigation maintained that there was no cross fire and termed his killing as unprovoked.

Apart from these inquiries, the government is also probing the killing of three youth on the Line of Control by Army on April 30. Pertinently, a two-member Judicial Commission headed by Justice (Retd) Bashir- ud- din is probing 17 civilian killings from June 11 to July 13.

ARMY OFFICER UNLEASHES ‘TERROR’

Oct 23: An Army officer nicknamed Tiger has allegedly let loose a reign of terror in at least a dozen villages of North Kashmir’s Baramulla district since the unrest began in June this year, the residents alleged. They told media that the officer identifying himself as Sagar alias Tiger of Army’s 52 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) posted at Sultanpora camp has turned the lives of the residents of Shumlaran, Nowgam, Doadbug, Murran, Shirpora, Chandusa, Gohan, Patchaar, Rajpora, Thandakasi, Laridora and other villages into hell following massive pro-freedom and anti-India demonstrations that broke out across the Valley on June 11, this year.

The officer, they said thrash civilians, torture youth and forcibly take away private vehicles from the people. “We can’t watch the bloodshed of our innocent brethren. We came out on streets and raised our voice against it. However, it didn’t go well with the officer. To muzzle our voice, he started harassing us,” Nazir Ahmad, a local said.

 “The officer beats villagers, tortures youth. He doesn’t even spare elderly and children. He has terrorized the people of entire Kandi area,” he added.

The residents said that the alleged harassment by the officer has not only triggered panic in the villages but has also resulted in losses to traders and Taxi drivers.  “We don’t dare to challenge him. He comes to the stand every second day and takes away our cabs. We’re suffering, but we can’t help it.”

President, Sumo drivers association, Chandusa, Tanna Singh said. “Many a times, he keeps our cabs for weeks in his camp. In such a situation, the drivers are unable to make both the ends meet,” he added.

“Two youth can’t come to my shop at a time. If they visit my shop by mistake, the Army officer beats them ruthlessly,” a shopkeeper in Doadbug requesting anonymity said.

After the killing of civilians in the Tangmarg area last month, the villagers said the officer specifically targeted the youth. The officer also erected notice boards at many places asking the youth to refrain from staging protests. “I was on way to my residence, when the officer stopped me near Chandusa market. He ordered me to come down from my newly brought motorcycle before driving with it away,” Mushtaq Ahmad, a resident said.

“After eight days, he handed over the bike to me. It was really in a bad condition. He leaves no chance to harass the youth,” he added. 

Meanwhile, district administration has assured stern action against the Army officer if the allegations were found true. “No one has brought the issue of harassment by Army officer into our notice. The locals should approach the district administration with written complaint. If allegations proved, action will be taken as per law against the officer,” Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC), Baramulla, Muzaffar Ahmad said.

IMPLICATIONS OF MILITARIZATION 

· IN TIMES OF 'DEMILITARIZATION', CRPF TAKES OVER BEMINA ROAD

 Oct 12: At a time when the government claims to have removed as many as 16 bunkers from the City, the paramilitary CRPF troopers have closed a road and erected a makeshift bunker in Bemina on the City outskirts.  The wide link road, which connects the bypass with some busy offices like the JK State Board of School Education, State Institute of Education and the Land Records department, has been closed for civilian movement. Huge rolls of concertina wires have been rolled out while other barricades add to the mesh. 

Officials plead the restriction saying CRPF accommodation lies just alongside the road. “Given the huge rush of visitors to offices in the proximity keeping the road fully open could prove a security breach,” said a police official requesting anonymity.  “The concertina wire mesh and the makeshift bunker are a security cover,” he said.

The CRPF, as per police, shifted into the new accommodation earlier this year. But state government employees posted at nearby offices are all fire on the road blockade. 

“Till a month ago, there were no restrictions on our movement… But now the road has been closed and we have to take alternative tracks to reach our office,” said an official with Revenue department.  “Ironically,” he said, “it was because of the efforts of the Revenue department that the road had been constructed for the benefit of the people. But now it has been snatched from its genuine users in the name of security reasons.”

CRPF PRO Prabakhar Tripathi said the CRPF had been using the place since long adding that the security installations were already there. “Basically, the state police has provided us with that accommodation and we have been using it… I don’t think any new (restriction) has popped up there,” Tripathi told media.

· BARBED FENCING AFFECTS FARMERS’ LIVELIHOOD IN GUREZ

Oct 13: The livelihood of hundreds of farmers here has been adversely affected as they are unable to cultivate their land spreading beyond the border fencing erected by the armed forces in 2001 to check the infiltration of militants.

Hundreds of families in various villages of Gurez including Bagotere, Darwer, Achoora, Kilshay, Zidgai and Tulail are unable to till hundreds of acres of their land due to the fencing. 

“It depends upon the mood of BSF men who sometimes allow us to cultivate crops while the rest of times we just gaze towards the barren land,” the farmers of Kilshay village told media.

“We are not being allowed to cross the fence for carrying out farming. Our demand for shifting the barbed wire fence on the line of control has not been conceded so far,” said Muhammad Anwar Khan who owns a small shop near the border line. “Prior to the erection of fencing I used to earn handsome amount by harvesting potato, wheat and pulses on over 20 kanals of land. After fencing, my land remained on its other side and out of bound for me following strict instruction from the armed forces. I am forced to eke out my living from the small shop,” he added

“Border fencing has hit us hard as a major chunk of our agricultural fields is on the other side of the fence and we are at the mercy of BSF to take up the cultivation,” said Ghulam Ahmed of Kilshay village. 

 
The farmers accuse the government of indifferent attitude saying the authorities had not taken into consideration the effects, which the fencing would create on their livelihood.  “We urge the government to compensate the affected farmers adequately,” said Muhammad Anwar Khan of Zedghi village, who lost 70 Kanals of land in fencing.

The farmers said many animals were killed after getting trapped into these barbed wires. The farmers appealed to the chief minister, Omar Abdullah to intervene in the matter.

· B’PORE FARMERS DEMAND TROOPS EVACUATION FROM PROPERTIES

Oct 16: Nearly 30 families of Kharpora village in Bandipora district have been fighting to get their properties evacuated for the past 7-years. Army troopers had occupied their land when militancy in the area was at peak. 

A group of farmers whose land has been “encroached” told media that till date they had not received single penny as rent. “We have completed all the formalities to get rent from the army but our efforts have proved futile,” farmers said. “Army is in no mood to pay nor does it want to vacate our properties.”     

Troopers of 14-Rashtriya, according to the villagers, had occupied about 40-kanals of paddy land and eight residential houses “forcibly” in Kharpora village in 2003. 

Another farmer said that he has been facing starvation since the day his land has been occupied by troopers. “All the paddy land close to the fencing of camp is also uncultivable as troopers are throwing waste there,” farmers said.

 
Besides occupying the paddy lands, army has erected a gate on the public road at Kharpora, which used to link Bandipora with Ajas and Sonrwani. Army blamed officials of the Revenue department for delaying the rent. 

“We have shot several letters to concerned officials but till date we have not received any response from them,” said an army official.     

Assistant Commissioner Revenue Bandipora Peer Muzaffar, said, “Rent has been delayed as records had to be shifted from Baramulla district.” Moreover, he said, the Army authorities were delaying the process of furnishing the records.

· GOVT TO DEMILITARIZE SKIMS

CRPF WILL LEAVE IN 3 MONTHS

Oct 25: The government directed CRPF to vacate its camp within the premises of SKIMS Soura to pave way for an additional hospital block for betterment of the health services. Sources said the buildings which houses the camp was meant for a Research Centre and a Library but could never be used for the intended purpose after completion of construction in 1989. “The buildings were occupied by BSF in 1993 and later by CRPF in 1998,” they said.

Official sources said the process of removal of the CRPF camp will be completed in three months and the paramilitary personnel will be moved to the outskirts of Srinagar city. “We have received a copy of the order from the State Home Department asking CRPF to vacate the hospital premises so that we can start work on Rs 300 crore additional hospital block over the land,” Director SKIMS Dr Abdul Hameed Zargar told media.  
He, however, said some 15-20 paramilitary personnel would be retained as “this part of the apex Institute has witnessed pilferage both in the past and during the prevailing unrest”.

“Now that a notification-cum-order from the government has come, we will have to clear the present structures to construct three new buildings,” Zargar said adding the construction of additional health block to cater the increasing patient rush was the main motivating factor for writing to the government and demanding camp’s removal.

The hospital sources confirmed that a 200-beded additional block, a separate accident and emergency building along with a major OPD block will be constructed next year.

DGP ADMITS 91 KILLED IN POLICE, FORCES’ ACTIONS 

Oct 23: Director General of Police (DGP) Kuldeep Khoda admitted that 91 persons among the 111 persons, killed during the civilian unrest, died in police and security forces actions. Talking to media, he claimed that rest died due to natural deaths like drowning but police and forces are being blamed for such killings.

He added that release of detained youth was being carried out in consultation with Cabinet Committee for Security (CCS). Khoda said that 91 persons were killed while dealing with the “mobs” and there were some natural deaths; however, these too were counted in the killings by police and CRPF.  “There were 91 killings and these deaths happened only to safe guard life and public property,” DGP said. He added that these killings mainly took place after the people tried to set ablaze the police stations, vehicles and public property. 

Justifying the opening of fire on protestors, Khoda said that after the encounter in Krankshiwan Colony Sopore, the people tried to set ablaze a vehicle of CRPF troopers and two troopers were in vehicle. “The CRPF fired in self defense and two civilians died,” he said adding that there are similar cases in other pockets of valley. “There was no unprovoked firing at all. We opened fire only to safeguard the life and property,” DGP said. 

About the rest of the killings Khoda said that they were natural. “In Sopore one Tariq Ahmad, an over ground worker of LeT, hanged himself in lock up. That death too was counted among the killings during unrest,” he said adding some people drowned by their own and they too tagged the killings by police. 

The DGP said that the involved youth are being released after the court bail and in consultation with CCS. About the FIRs registered against the youths and ongoing hunt for their arrest, DGP said that police is ready to help and are releasing them on the bail. “But the people who have incited them to take to streets would not be given any concession,” Khoda said, adding that more than 2000 youths were arrested and released during the current violence.  

“We have no intention to book them and spoil their career,” he said, appealing to the youth to shun the path of violence. “Except violence and slogan of azadi, people of Kashmir have every freedom,” he said and added that police is for the help of the locals.  

Denying that Palhalan is under curfew, DGP said that there is no denying the fact there are restriction in the areas to prevent any “act” by people to create law and order. Khoda said that they clamp curfew only to save the life and public property. “We do not have any intention to impose the curfew but it is imposed to safeguard life and property,” he said. 

About the Machil fake encounter, the DGP said that police has completed the investigation and charge sheeted the people involved. “Army has not yet handed over three officers to us,” he said. He disclosed that three police officers too have been charge sheeted in the killing of three boys in Anantnag.

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

· 19 CASES REGISTERED AGAINST CRPF, POLICE: GOVT

Oct 1: The Jammu and Kashmir government revealed that it has registered over a dozen cases against paramilitary CRPF troopers and police for resorting to unprovoked firing since June 11—the beginning of the fresh wave of unrest in the valley following the killing of teenager Tufail Mattoo.

“The government has registered 19 First Information Reports (FIR) at various police stations across the Valley against the forces where allegations of unprovoked firing or use of excessive force was reported,” states the written reply from Minister in-charge Home, in response to a question raised by senior BJP leader, Chaman Lal Gupta in the Legislative Assembly.

· UNREST OUTCOME OF MACHIL FAKE KILLINGS: GOVT

Oct 2: While the army repeatedly washes its hands off the present unrest, the government has pin-pointed that the present turmoil is the offshoot of fake encounter killings of three innocent civilians by the military in Machil sector of north Kashmir in April this year.

In a written reply to a question raised by senior BJP leader Chaman Lal Gupta in the Legislative Assembly about the reasons behind the unrest, Minister in-charge Home responds: “Since April, Kashmir Valley witnessed a cycle of violence instigated by the separatists over the alleged human rights violations with specific reference to the death of three persons who were allegedly killed in a fake encounter at Machil, Kupwara.”

 In July this year, police filed a charge-sheet against eight army men including a Colonel and two Majors besides five personnel for killing three innocent civilians— Reyaz Ahmad, Muhammad Shafi and Shahzad Ahmad—for monetary and service awards.

 The accused army men were booked under various sections of RPC including 302 (murder), 364 (Kidnapping or abducting), 120B (Concealing design to commit offence punishable with imprisonment) and 34 (act done with common intention). 

 In response to another question by the BJP legislator about appointment of Commission to pin-point failure of law and order authority, the government has asserted that a Commission of Enquiry has been ordered into the 17 cases of civilian casualties with effect from 11 June 2010 upto 29 July 2010.

 “District Magistrate Anantnag (Islamabad) has also ordered an enquiry in the firing incident at SK Pora Anchidoa on 29-06-2010.”

 “19 First Information Reports (FIRs) have been registered at various police stations against the security forces where allegations of unprovoked firing or use of excessive force were alleged.”

About the number of persons killed or injured, the government says that 98 civilians have been killed since May up to September 21. “537 civilians and 1274 CRPF and 2747 police personnel have received injuries.” 

· 42 MILITANTS KILLED IN KASHMIR IN SEP: ARMY

Oct 2: The Army has killed 42 militants in Kashmir valley in September, a defence spokesman said. “As many as 42 well-armed and trained, both local and foreign militants, have been eliminated in the ongoing counter-terrorism operations conducted by the Army in September,” the spokesman said. He said a large cache of arms and ammunition has also been unearthed during this period.

“In the successful encounters, a large quantity of war-like stores including assault rifles, pistols, rocket propelled grenades, hand grenades, improvised explosive device (IED) equipment, detonators, mines and sophisticated communication equipment have been seized by the Army,” the spokesman said. He said this is the most successful operation in recent years.

“Vigilant troops along the LoC have intercepted, engaged and eliminated 16 militants and while conducting joint operations with the Special Operations group of state police in the hinterland, 26 militants were killed,” he said, adding the synergy between the security forces has resulted in these result oriented encounters.

· 4053 MILITANTS SURRENDERED TILL AUGUST 2010: GOVT

Oct 4: The government has claimed that 4053 militants have laid down their arms till August this year since the inception of militancy in the state.

Responding to the question raised by Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) legislator Chaman Lal Gupta about the total number of militants who have surrendered, arrested and rejoined militancy ranks, the Home Minister on the floor of the house said that 4053 militants laid down their arms till August this year. 50 among them, the Home Minister said has recycled. “14 were arrested and released after completion of detention period,” the Home Minister informed the house.
· 475 SPOS, 131 VDC MEMBERS KILLED TILL OCTOBER: GOVT

Oct 5: Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Ali Muhammad Sagar said 475 SPOs and 131 VDC members had been killed in militancy incidents up to October 2, 2010. 

 In terms of J&K Compassionate Appointment Rules, 1994, eligible family member of a civilian, which includes SPO and VDC, who dies during militancy incidents or due to action on the Line of Control/International Border within J&K and is not involved in the militancy related activities, is entitled to Compassionate Appointment, he said in reply to a question of Naresh Kumar Gupta in Legislative Council.

· GOVT CONFIRMS 322 PSA DETENTIONS IN 9 MONTHS
* 50 STUDENTS, 22 SEPARATISTS BOOKED
* 534 CIVILIANS HURT IN STONE-PELTING, 13 SUFFER LIFELONG DISABILITY
* 13 MAGISTERIAL PROBES UNDER PROCESS SINCE JAN 2009
Oct 6: The Government revealed that 322 people were booked under Public Safety Act since January this year, including 22 separatists and 50 students who were detained for throwing stones. The Government also claimed that only one youth was beaten to death by CRPF out of 110 people killed since June 11 this year, while 534 were injured, of whom 13 have been left permanently disabled.

The Government, in the data released in the State Legislative Assembly, also stated that 11 persons died in stampede, explosion, drowning or due to stray bullets while 13 magisterial probes were ordered since 2009 and all were "under process". 

This was stated by Chief Minister Omar Abdullah in a written reply to the queries submitted by ten legislators of the main opposition Peoples Democratic Party, which is currently on boycott of the session. 

To a query on political and social activists arrested under preventive laws since January 2010, the reply read: “As many as 322 people have been detained under PSA in Kashmir during January-September, which include 49 local militants, 43 OGWs, 22 separatists and 50 stone-pelters.”

The arrested separatists include Shabir Ahmed Shah, Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai, Asiya Andrabi and others. The Government said since January last year, 724 people have been booked under PSA till date.  “As many as 183 prisoners have been released from various prisons since the Government took over,” the reply read.

The Government further said 50 students were arrested over the past three months for throwing stones at forces. However, in a recent reply of CM in the House, he had stated that all 50 students have been released. 

In reply to another query whether it was a fact that number of people were killed by the police and CRPF since June 11, Omar said: “Eighty seven people were killed during violent protests. In addition, eleven others died due to various reasons which include stampede, blasts and drowning.” This includes 23-year-old Fancy Jan of Batamaloo.

Surprisingly, in the data released, the Government claimed that only one person out of 110 was beaten to death. “On June 19, Rafiq Ahmed Bangroo was allegedly beaten up by CRPF,” the reply read.

On the injured, the Government reply stated that since June 11, as many as 534 civilians, who were part of violent protests, were injured. “Twenty nine people are undergoing treatment in various hospitals of the Valley; thirteen persons have been permanently or temporarily disabled during police action,” the reply read. 

To a query whether it is fact that a number of magisterial probes were ordered to probe the killings, the Government said "thirteen magisterial inquires have been ordered during 2009-10". However, all probes have been shown as "under process".

· 38 PEOPLE DISABLED DUE TO ONGOING UNREST: MINISTER

Oct 7: At least 38 people have been disabled, mostly due to action taken by forces during the ongoing unrest in Kashmir Valley, state Health Minister Sham Lal Sharma said.

 “As many as 38 patients were disabled by the injuries inflicted during the protests. Several such patients were hit in the eye, either by pellets or stones,” Sharma said in a written reply to a question by NC MLC Vijay Bakaya in the legislative council here.  He said a “huge number of civilians” have been injured during the protests in the Valley and a considerable number of them received firearm injuries in the face and chest.

 Nearly 700 people, including security personnel, injured during the clashes were being treated at different hospitals of the state, he said.

 In south Kashmir’s Pulwama district, 335 injured were admitted in various hospitals, while 120 people were being treated at Budgam hospital.  In Islamabad and Kulgam districts, 134 patients were undergoing treatment.

 Kangan reported 55 injured people who have been admitted at the sub-district hospital there, while 61 patients were admitted in district hospital Ganderbal. The causes of injuries, as mentioned in the minister’s statement, include firearm injuries, rubber bullet injuries, pellet injuries, beating and trauma.

· OVER 500 MILITANTS READY TO INFILTRATE FROM PIRPANJAL RANGE: LT. GENERAL RAMESHWAR RAI

Oct 8: Lieutenant General Rameshwar Rai, General Officer Commanding, 16 Corps said that over five hundred militants are ready to infiltrate from Pirpanjal range from across the border. 

“Near the border from this side of Pirpanjal sector nearly four hundred fifty to five hundred militants are sitting there to infiltrate,” said Lieutenant General Rai, while addressing the media on the sidelines of a function organized at Bhaderwah town in Jammu and Kashmir’s Doda District to bridge the gap between security forces and locals.

“It is difficult to assess the exact number because we don’t get any reports regarding who (militants) are active and who are not but those who were active two to three years back, amongst those only one fourth are left, which means twenty to twenty five percent are still there,” he added.

· 37 STUDENTS KILLED DURING UNREST: GOVT

Oct 9: The state government accepted that 37 students died during the ongoing unrest in the Valley since January this year. Replying to a question by CPI (M) general secretary Muhammad Yousuf Tarigami in the Assembly, the state government said that from January 1 to Sept 30, 94 civilians succumbed to their injuries in different incidents of protests and 15 persons lost their lives in stone pelting, drowning and stampede at several places.

Of the 37 students, it said 30 received bullets, four died due to drowning, one electrocuted, one in stampede and one received a stray bullet. However, government did not reveal the occupation of 16-year-old Inayat Khan of Malteng Dalgate, who died on January 8, who was a student of Child Care Raj Bagh and pursued a computer course at an institute at Koker Bazar.

Two kids, 9-year-old Sameer Ahmad son of Fayaz Ahmad of Batamaloo and 10-year-old Asif Hussain Rather son of Ghulam Hassan of Delina Baramulla, both students, also died during the period. Government said Sameer Ahmad died in stampede and in alleged beating by paramilitary CRPF while Asif received a bullet.

Replying to Tarigami’s another question about the details of enquires conducted if any case and their outcome, government said a magisterial enquiry was ordered into the firing incident which resulted in the death of 15-year-old Zahid Farooq Sheikh son of Farooq Ahmad of Brein Nishat. Government said a case FIR No. 04/2010 under section 302 RPC was also registered at police station Nishat against R K Birdi, commanding Officer 68 BN, BSF and Constable Lakhvinder Singh.

· 64 CIVILIANS BOOKED UNDER PSA: GOVT

‘ACT SLAPPED ON 22 SEPARATISTS SINCE JAN’

Oct 9: The government said that 64 civilians have been booked under the Public Safety Act for stone pelting during the ongoing unrest across the Valley while 22 separatists were also booked under the provisions of the Act since the beginning of this year.

In a written reply to separate questions by National Panthers Party legislator Syed Rafiq Shah and Peoples Democratic Party legislator Murtaza Khan in the Legislative Council, seeking the numbers of civilians and separatists booked under preventive laws, the government said 64 civilians were booked from April 2010 to September 30, 2010 for cases ranging from stone pelting and arson to instigating people to stage anti-India protests.

 Of these, 22 have been booked in Srinagar, 19 in Budgam and 12 in Baramulla district.  The youngest PSA detainee is 17-year-old Sarwar Iqbal Rather of Dharambugh, Chadoora, Budgam while the eldest is Ali Muhammad Dar, 52, of Zoolwa, Chadoora. Both have been booked for their “affiliation with Hurriyat (G), indulging in stone-pelting on police and paramilitary CRPF, for organizing anti-India protests, instigating others to join the protests and thereby creating law and order problems.”  Both have been lodged in Kotbalwal Jail, Jammu.

 The government, in a separate written reply, said 22 activists of various separatist originations were booked under PSA from January 2010 to September 30, 2010.  Of these, 14 have been arrested for having direct affiliations with the Syed Ali Shah Geelani-led Hurriyat Conference.

 The arrestees include Democratic Freedom Party chief Shabir Ahmad Shah; Ghulam Nabi Sumji (close aid of Geelani); Dukhtaran-e-Millat chief Syeda Asiya Andrabi and Bar Association president Mian Abdul Qayoom. Government said Asiya and Qayoom “besides having secessionist ideology issued calls for hartals and bandhs which created law and order problems in the state during recent agitation.”

· 250 MILITANTS ACTIVE IN JK: DGP

Oct 11: The Director General of Police (DGP) Kuldeep Khoda claimed that nearly 250 militants were active in the state.  Talking to media on the sidelines of a public Durbar held at Dak Bungalow in this south Kashmir town, Khoda said, “Compared to the year 2009, the infiltration attempts have increased in the last few months.”

 Admitting that police was involved in some incidents of excesses, Khoda said, “At times policemen do commit excesses but it is not case always. We are gathering all evidences against them. Guilty cops won’t be spared. They will be punished as per the level of involvement.”

 “Allegations of ransacking by paramilitary CRPF are of a serious issue and complaints have been received from most parts of Valley. The matter will be looked into after taking up the matter with senior CRPF officials,” he added.

 Khoda said youth detained under the Public Safety Act would be released soon after investigating agencies complete their probe. However, he was quick to add that those people who are seriously involved in creating the law and order problems won’t be spared.

  “Police have already released many youth and release of more detained youth is under active consideration. The decision in this regard will be taken only after their levels of involvement are proved.” the DGP added.

· INFILTRATION UP: ARMY CHIEF

‘40 MILITANTS KILLED IN PAST 2 MONTHS’

Oct 11: Infiltration bids from across the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir have increased during the last two months with around 25 such incidents being witnessed in which nearly 40 militants were killed during the period, Army Chief General V K Singh said.

“As far as infiltration is concerned, we have controlled it to a large extent. In the last two months, there have been many attempts to infiltrate and we have achieved a lot of success also in this regard,” Gen Singh told media. He, however, did not give the figures preceding August.

Talking about the last two months, he said, “we have had approximately 20-25 attempts and the total number of militants killed during this period has been about 35-40.” Gen Singh said the incursion of militants “has been controlled to a large extent. There have been many attempts to infiltrate and we have achieved a lot of success also in this regard,” he said.

· BUNKER-REMOVAL IS GOVERNMENT DECISION: ARMY

‘STEPS AFOOT TO CURB INFILTRATION’

Oct 13: Stating that it was for the government to see whether bunkers are required or should be removed, Army said it was taking all possible steps to foil infiltration attempts by militants. “There has been an increase in infiltration bids from across the border by militant groups during the past several months and most of them have been foiled by the troops," General Officer Commanding (GoC) 16 Corps and Security Advisor Lt Gen Rameshwar Roy told media at Nagrota, 12 kms from here. He said army is utilizing all its resources to thwart the intrusion bids into Jammu and Kashmir.

Admitting that some groups manage to infiltrate due to the existing topographical condition in the division, Gen Roy said, "We have to put more vigil to ensure that infiltration does not take place."

· TROOPS TO BE RELOCATED FROM INDUSTRIAL ESTATES: GOVT

Oct 14: Concrete steps will be taken for relocation of troops camped at several industrial estates at Sopore, Zakora and Zainakote to pave way for the smooth functioning of industrial units and establishments. This decision, according to an official spokesman, was taken at a high level meeting held under the chairmanship of Minister for Industries and Commerce SS Slathia here.

· GOVT SEEKS PROSECUTION OF ARMY MEN IN 41 CASES

Oct 16: The Jammu and Kashmir government has sought prosecution of army men in 41 cases since 1990.  Giving details, an army spokesman said that the state government has sought prosecution of army personnel in 41 cases since 1990 under the Armed Forces Special Powers Act. Thirty six cases were sent for investigation and five were being probed, the spokesman said.

 Of the 36 cases sent for probe, the central government has not accorded permission to prosecute in 14, he added. Two other cases were settled, the spokesman said. One case was referred back to the Jammu and Kashmir government. The spokesman disclosed that the other 19 cases were under process at the army headquarters and the ministry of defence.

· 104 SOLDIERS PUNISHED FOR RIGHTS ABUSE: ARMY

Oct 16: A total of 104 army officers, junior commissioned officers (JCOs) and other personnel posted in Jammu and Kashmir were found guilty of human rights violations and punished in the past 20 years, Indian Army said. The army, however, did not share the nature of the complaints and the kind of punishment awarded to the guilty personnel. Out of the 104 personnel who were punished, 39 were officers, nine were JCOs and 56 were other personnel, an army spokesperson said.

According to army's record, 1,514 complaints of alleged human rights violations were received in the past 20 years and 1,508 of them were investigated. Six cases were still being investigated. Of the total complaints received and investigated, only 35 cases were found to be true, the spokesperson said.

About 97 percent of the complaints were found to be false. Only 2.32 percent of the complaints received with regard to charges against soldiers fighting the guerrillas in Kashmir were found to be true, he said. 
· 97% RIGHTS ABUSE CASES AGAINST TROOPS FALSE: ARMY

‘1514 FIRS REGISTERED IN 20 YRS’
Oct 20: Over 100 army men including 48 officers have faced punitive action in cases related to human right violations in Jammu and Kashmir over the last two decades, Army said. “As many as 1,514 FIRs have been registered against army personnel for alleged human rights violations in the last 20 years of militancy”, Brigadier General Staff (BGS), Northern Command, Sanjay Verma told media. He said that out of these 1,508 cases have been investigated while probe is continuing in the remaining six cases.

“As many as 1,473 complaints - nearly 97 per cent of the cases-- were found false and baseless,” Verma said. However, 35 cases (2.3 per cent of total cases) were found true, he said, adding that 104 army men including 48 officers have been punished for human rights violations in J&K.

Army officials maintained that they were following certain strict edicts, including presence of police representative during operations and immediate handing over of detainees to police, while conducting counter-terrorism operations under the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA). 

 Army ensures that a police representative is present as part of the operational team though an exception could be made in remote areas where the strength of the police force may not be sufficient to be deployed in more than one operation going on simultaneously, they said. 

 All operations are conducted as joint operations with the police, they said adding that recoveries made, detainees and bodies of those killed are immediately handed over to the local police.  “No unilateral arrests or searches are made. All actions are based on hard actionable intelligence,” they said, adding that army has discontinued crowd control measures and has left the task to the state police.  “No women are searched until women police personnel are present during the operation,” they said.

· 147 MILITANTS ACTIVE IN JAMMU: POLICE

Oct 21:  Claiming that 147 militants are active in the zone, Inspector General of Police (IGP) Jammu Zone Ashok Kumar Gupta asserted that the militancy graph had gone down drastically in last three years as most of active militants and their commanders were either killed during encounters or surrendered before the security forces.

Addressing media persons at the sidelines of function organized in connection with ‘Police Commemoration Day’ at Gulshan Ground, IGP averred that the number of active militants and violence in Jammu zone had gone down considerably in last three years and now only 147 militants are active. 

The security forces including police have gained the upper hand by carrying number of successful operations against the militants, who are on the run, he said, adding that the militants who are operating in the hinterland are on the radar of the security forces and they would be also neutralized soon.

Gupta claimed that the causalities among the militant ranks in recent years had gone up showing steep decline in killing of security forces as compared to earlier years of decade long militancy. “The militants are avoiding direct contact with the security forces and due to pressure mounting upon them, they preferred to surrender. Some of them were also arrested while others surrendered like in the case of erstwhile Doda district,” Gupta said, adding that the militant. 

· 76 TROOPERS DIED IN PAST YEAR IN J&K: DGP

 Oct 21: Jammu and Kashmir Police Chief Kuldeep Khoda said 76 personnel of the security forces, including 49 policemen, have died over the past 12 months in the state. "In the state, 76 officers and jawans have died this year, including 49 from J&K Police, 14 from CRPF and 13 from BSF," DGP Khoda said while addressing a function held to commemorate police martyrs' day in Srinagar. He said most of the troopers have died in counter-insurgency operations and militant attacks in the state.

Khoda said that during the period of militancy as many as 5251 police personnel have been killed which included jawans, officers, SPOs, and VDCs. He said the fight against militancy has not ended. “We are vigilant and determined to foil any act of terrorism with full capacity and capability”, he said and added that measures have been put in place to train the police force and equip it with modern weaponry.

 DGP lauded the Chief Minister for his keen interest in developing best police force in the State which would be capable of dealing with any situation with professional capacity.  Khoda said that equal attention is being paid to the welfare of police officers families who were killed on duty. “Over Rs. 7.12 Crores worth relief has been given to these families during last year besides paying Rs. 1.50 crore ex-gratia assistance. As many as 548 jobs have also been provided to the next of kin of the martyrs”, he added.

· REPORT ENCOUNTER DEATHS WITHIN 48 HRS: NHRC TO STATES

Oct 24: Tightening its scrutiny of police encounter cases, the National Human Rights Commission has directed all the state governments to report such incidents to it within 48 hours.

 
"All the cases of deaths in police action in the states shall be reported to the Commission within 48 hours," the NHRC said in fresh guidelines on the procedure to be followed by police in cases of encounter.  The Commission, revising its previous guidelines under which police had to report cases of encounter only once in six months, has also made it mandatory for them to send a second report about all such deaths "within three months" from the date of incident.

 The second report should include post-mortem report, inquest report, and finding of enquiry conducted by magistrate and senior officers concerned, the revised guidelines of the Commission said directing the states.

 Earlier, the report of encounter cases was sent to the Commission by the DGPs of respective states. The reports will now be sent by Senior Superintendent of Police or Superintendent of Police of the districts concerned.

 The cases of culpable homicide lodged against policemen could now be investigated by any "specialized investigation agency" too, the guidelines stipulate. Earlier, it was only the state's crime investigation department which had jurisdiction to probe cases of culpable homicide lodged against policemen. 

 "Whenever a specific complaint is made against the police alleging commission of a criminal act on their part, which makes out a cognizable case of culpable homicide, an FIR to this effect must be registered under appropriate Sections of the IPC.  "Such cases shall be investigated by state CBCID, or any other specialized investigation agency," NHRC's revised guidelines say.

· 1990: 41 CASES AGAINST ARMY

JK SEEKS DELHI NOD FOR PROSECUTION

Oct 26:  The Jammu and Kashmir government has sought sanction from the Government of India (GoI) to prosecute Army men under the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) in 41 human rights violation cases in the state.

“The Jammu and Kashmir Home department has sought the sanction from the GoI to prosecute Army persons under AFSPA in 41 cases since 1990," a senior Army officer of Northern Command said. A total of 41 cases have been received by the central government since 1990. Out of this, 36 cases have already been investigated.

"No prosecution sanction has been accorded by the central government so far. Out of the 36 cases investigated, sanction was not accorded in 14 cases, 2 were settled and 1 case was referred back to the J-K government," the officer said. He said the remaining 19 cases are under process at the Army Headquarters and Ministry of Defense.

"As many as 1,514 cases have been registered against the Army concerning human rights allegations in the last 20 years of militancy," he said, adding 1,508 cases had already been probed. "In as many as 1,473 cases, nearly 97 percent of them were found false and baseless."

However, 35 cases (2.3 percent of total cases) were found true. 104 Army men, including 48 officers and 56 other ranks, have been punished for human right violations in Jammu and Kashmir, he said.

"Our accountability is very strong. Our investigation and punishment in human rights cases are very fast," the officer said adding, “There is no room for mistakes. Army has always maintained zero-tolerance for human rights violations”.

He said army follows certain edicts while conducting counter-militancy operations under the AFSPA. “It ensures that a police representative is present as part of the operational team. Exception may be in remote areas where the strength of the police force may not be sufficient for deployment in more than one operation going on simultaneously,” the official said.

They said all operations are conducted jointly with the police and recoveries made or bodies of militants killed are immediately handed over to the local police. “No unilateral arrests or searches are made. All actions are based on hard actionable intelligence. Searches of women are not conducted until women police are present during the operation,” they added.

EXPLOSIONS

· MAN INJURED IN BLAST AT MENDHAR 

Oct 14: A shepherd along with his cattle was injured in an explosion in Mendhar tehsil of Poonch district. Police said, ''Sadakat Hussain, 23, son of Moulvi Mohammad Sadiq resident of Mohalla Sar in Surthoti, village of Gursai tehsil Mendhar, Poonch district was critically injured when his cattle inadvertently stepped over a Chinese grenade while drawing cattle for grazing. The pin of grenade became loose as a buffalo stepped over it and soon after Sadakat picked it up it explodes at 8 AM.”   

Sadakat Hussain sustained splinter injuries on his body parts. Police said that he was immediately shifted to SDH Mendhar from where he was referred to Rajouri hospital where his condition was stated to be improving. Police is looking into the matter.

· TROOPER INJURED IN LANDMINE EXPLOSION

Oct 19: An Army trooper was critically injured in a landmine explosion in Uri sector of Baramulla district in north Kashmir, official sources said.  The army trooper was injured when he stepped on a mine laid outside his camp at Silikote, near the Line of Control (LOC).  The injured trooper, identified as Sepoy Arun Kumar, was shifted to a military hospital in a critical condition, the sources said.
SUICIDES/ FRATRACIDIAL KILLINGS

· ARMY JAWAN SHOOTS SELF

Oct 2: An Army jawan allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle inside his unit in Rajouri district last night. Official sources said that a jawan identified as Sepoy Gurmail Singh (number 1493442-M) of 62 Engineer Regiment, last evening, allegedly shot himself with his service weapon and ended his life in his unit located at village Dalogra on Rajouri-Poonch national highway. 
On hearing gun shot at around 8.30 PM, his colleagues rushed to the spot and found him lying in a pool of blood. He was immediately shifted to the army hospital but declared as brought dead, sources added. Defence spokesman said that a court of inquiry has been ordered to ascertain reasons behind suicide

· ARMY JAWAN SHOOTS SELF 

Oct 5: An Army jawan allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle inside his unit in Rajouri district. Official sources said that a jawan identified as Sepoy Yash Pal (number 190001496), resident of Khunda Police Station Shahzadpur tehsil and district Ambala (Haryana) posted with 'D Company' of 17 Sikh Li Regiment, allegedly shot himself with his service weapon and ended his life in his unit located at Nowshera sector of Rajouri district. 

On hearing gunshot his colleagues rushed to the spot and noticed him lying in a pool of blood. He was immediately shifted to the nearby hospital but he was declared as brought dead, sources added. 

No suicide note was recovered from the possession of the deceased while inquest proceeding under section 174 CrPc has been initiated by the police. 
KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF OCTOBER -2010

	DATE
	SOLDIERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	Oct 01
	2
	7
	-
	-

	Oct 02
	-
	1
	1
	-

	Oct 03
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 04
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 05
	1
	2
	-
	-

	Oct 06
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 07
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 08
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Oct 09
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 10
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Oct 11
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 12
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 13
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 14
	-
	3
	1
	-

	Oct 15
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 16
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Oct 17
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Oct 18
	1
	2
	-
	-

	Oct 19
	1
	1
	-
	-

	Oct 20
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 21
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Oct 22
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Oct 23
	-
	3
	-
	-

	Oct 24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 25
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 26
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 27
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 28
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 29
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 30
	-
	-
	-
	1(Dead body)

	Oct 31
	-
	1
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	6
	27
	3
	1

	                                                                        IN TOTAL
	37 KILLINGS


	DATE
	CUSTODIAL /

EXTRA JUDICIAL KILLINGS
	WOMEN KILLED
	CHILDREN KILLED
	ALLEGED DISAPPEARANCES

	2 Oct 2010
	-
	-
	1
	-

	TOTAL
	0
	0
	1
	0



CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS

Oct 1: Army claimed that it foiled an infiltration bid near the Line of Control (LoC) in Machil sector in frontier district of Kupwara by killing five militants, while two militants and a policeman were killed in an ongoing encounter in Ganderbal district. The deceased policeman has been identified as Dilwar Singh. Meanwhile, five persons were injured in police and paramilitary CRPF firing in Islamabad and Baramulla town. The injured were identified as Javed Ahmad Dar, Amir Kumar and Muhammad Iqbal Dar. They were injured in Khanpora Baramulla when paramilitary CRPF troopers fired pellets on protesters after Friday prayers. Zubair Ahmed received bullet injury at Malakhnag in Islamabad town. In another incident, an Army jawan allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle inside his unit in Rajouri district. The deceased jawan has been identified as Sepoy Gurmail Singh (number 1493442-M) of 62 Engineer Regiment 
Oct 2: Umar Suliman Sheikh, 16, son of Late Muhammad Sulaiman Sheikh of Puthkhah Muqam, Sangrama Sopore succumbed in a Srinagar hospital after battling for his life for 17 days. He was injured in a firing incident on September 16. Meanwhile, an unidentified militant was killed in a gunfight with troops in Bandipora district.

Oct 3: Four persons, including two women, were injured in south Kashmir’s Shopian town after forces opened fire on protesters during a cordon and search operation. The injured were identified as Amir Ahmad Dar, 19, who had a bullet injury in his right leg; Salima Akhtar and Afiya Jan, both had firearm injuries in shoulders. Another teenager, Touseef Ahmad, was injured as he was severely thrashed by the troopers
Oct 4: Minor protests broke out at several places in the valley.

Oct 5: Security forces claimed to have killed two Hizb-ul-Mujaheedin (HM) militants in a fierce gun battle in Bakre-Ki-Naar near Puji Pathar area of Pidam Gali in Gulabgarh block of Mahore, Reasi. The slain militants have been identified as Mushtaq Ahmed alias Irfan code Mike 1, son of Jamal Din and Shabir Ahmed code Abu Hamza, son of Abdul Shamad both residents of Laar. Meanwhile, an Army jawan allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle inside his unit in Rajouri district. The deceased jawan has been identified as Sepoy Yash Pal (number 190001496), posted with 'D Company' of 17 Sikh Li Regiment at Nowshera sector of Rajouri district. Protests erupted in several areas of south Kashmir late in the evening with police and CRPF using force to disperse the protesters.

Oct 6: Minor protests broke out several places including Habba Kadal, Barzulla and in south Kashmir’s, Pulwama town. In Bandipora town in north Kashmir dozens of youth took to roads. Protesters raising pro-freedom slogans were demanding complete withdrawal of CRPF troopers from civilian areas. People accused CRPF troopers of unleashing terror in the area. 

Oct 7: Eight persons were injured in police action in Srinagar.

Oct 8:  Police claimed to have killed a militant in an army ambush at Kheti Marag Wangat in Kangan forests of district Ganderbal. Meanwhile, security men opened fire on protestors at Baramulla injuring Aqib Ahmad Wani. He received injuries on chest and face. Aqib was rushed to hospital in a serious condition. Meanwhile, protests were held in various places against police and CRPF men for making random arrests and ransacking of residential houses and beating of the inmates. A school bus driver, Sajad Ahmad Rangrez, was beaten to pulp by CRPF men at Cement Bridge at Qamarwari. He was later shifted to hospital for treatment.

Oct 9: Twelve persons, including an elderly man were injured when police and security forces burst smoke shells and resort to cane- charge to disperse protestors at a number of places including Parimpora, Gulwanpora, Old city of Srinagar, Baramulla, Sopore, Kupwara, Shopian and Pulwama. 

Oct 10: Police claimed to have killed a Lashkar-e-Toiba militant during a gunfight at Lastishat forests in Sopore. The slain militant has been identified as Abu Kitaal alias Topiwala, foreign national. In another incident, a nine-month-old baby Asrar Manzoor was critically injured after forces barged into the house of Manzoor Ahmad Bhat, proprietor Manzoor Fabrics, in Khanabal and beat up all the inmates including women and children in south Kashmir’s Islamabad town. Asrar’s seven-year-old brother, Arsalan Manzoor, was also severely beaten by the forces. He has sustained grievous injuries. Meanwhile, Waseem Akbar Lone son of Mohammad Akbar Lone of Chankhan Sopore was hit by a teargas shell on his head. He was rushed to SMHS hospital where his condition is stated to be critical. 

Oct 11: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Oct 12: Five persons were injured when police and paramilitary CRPF troopers used force to quell protests in Bandipora. The injured were identified as Rameez Raja, Showket Ali, Imtiyaz Ahmed, Mudasir and Rafiqa Begum—all residents of Nusoo.
Oct 13: A civilian was wounded in Nadihal area of Rafiabad in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district when troopers opened fire upon protesters. The injured has been identified as Ashiq Hussain Lone. He was shot in the arm by troopers. Two civilians were injured earlier when troopers of 32 RR barged into the residential houses and beat up civilians in the area. The injured have been identified as Abdur Rashid Malla and Muhammad Akbar Malik. In Srinagar a youth, Mohammad Umar Baghwan son of Mohammad Aslam of Rainawari was injured in Rainawari in police and CRPF action. Meanwhile, at least 20 schoolchildren and government teachers were injured after being allegedly assaulted by Border Security Force (BSF) personnel in Sangrama area of North Kashmir’s Baramulla district.

Oct 14: Three militants were killed by police and army in an encounter at Chewan, Kellar, in south Kashmir’s Shopian district. The slain militants owed allegiance to Hizb-ul-Mujahideen and they were identified as Jehangir Ahmad Khan son of Abdullah Khan of Bungam, Kellar; Muhammad Arif Ahmad son of Raj Muhammad and Shabir Ahmad son of Syed Ali- both residents of Rajouri Meanwhile, a 55-year-old man, identified as Ghulam Nabi Mir, son of Ghulam Ahmad Mir of Kadalbal, Pampore who was allegedly beaten up by troopers on October 7, succumbed to his injuries in SKIMS, Soura. Around five persons including a non-local woman was injured when CRPF and police resorted to aerial firing to chase away protestors in Bandipora.
Oct 15: Dozens of people were injured in police action after news about the death of Ghulam Nabi Mir spread in the valley. Ghulam Nabi succumbed to his injuries in SKIMS, Soura yesterday.

Oct 16: Two Lashker-e-Toiba (LeT) militants were killed in an encounter with the troops in higher reaches of Budhal in Rajouri district. One of the slain militant has been identified as Abu Hamza, the identity of the other one is yet to be ascertained. 

Oct 17: A 65-year old labourer was allegedly killed by army troopers in Handwara area of north Kashmir’s Kupwara district.  The deceased has been identified as Mukhtar Ahmed Sheikh of Thokergund Kralgund; he went missing two days ago.
Oct 18: Two militants and a trooper were killed in separate encounters in Bandipora. Meanwhile, a trooper of army’s 4 JAT— Constable Kartar Singh—was killed when the troops confronted a group of militants near the Line of Control (LoC) in  Uri sector of north Kashmir’s Baramulla district. Meanwhile, around 20 people were injured in police action in different parts of the valley.

Oct 19: Security Forces claimed to have killed one ultra of Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) outfit in Gunj village near Khari in Ramban district. The slain militant has been identified as Ghulam Nabi resident of Sangaldan. An Army trooper identified as Sepoy Ram Prasad posted with 7 Rashtriya Rifles was killed when his service rifle accidentally went off when he was cleaning it at Rampur camp near Uri town. Meanwhile, at least 30 persons were injured in the day long clashes and forces action in various areas of South Kashmir. Two persons were critically injured in the forces action in Shopian town while two girls were seriously injured after being beaten up by the forces in Seer Hamdan in Islamabad district. The critically injured persons were identified as Muhammad Maqbool Bhat and Abdul Khaliq Sheikh, both in their mid-sixties. Bhat, according to the doctors was hit by a rubber bullet in his ear. Muhammad Yousuf Channa son of Muhammad Ismail of Armpora, Bagh-i-Islam Baramulla was injured in police action. He had a pellet injury. 
Oct 20: Habba Kadal locality of old city, the native locality of Masrat Aalam Bhat witnessed clashes when groups of youth in Habba Kadal took to streets and held protests demonstrations and were demanding the release of Masrat. Meanwhile, the Palhalan area of Baramulla remained under curfew for the 36th day. 

Oct 21: Two Jaish-e-Muhammad militants were killed in a fierce gun-battle between forces and militants at Maloora, Sumbal, in the outskirts of Srinagar city. The slain militants have been identified as Yousuf Bhai and Mumtaz. A video journalist, Sajjad Ahmad, received injury in the encounter.

Oct 22: The death toll in the Maloora gunfight in the outskirts of Srinagar mounted to three with the recovery one more body under the debris of the residential houses razed during daylong encounter yesterday. The slain militant has been identified as Jaish-e-Muhammad’s top commander Asadullah Bhai. Meanwhile, hundreds of youth took to streets in various localities and staged pro-freedom protests. 

Oct 23: Army claimed to have foiled an infiltration bid by killing three militants near Line of Control (LoC) in Uri. 

Oct 24: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.
Oct 25: At least 17 persons, two of them critically, were injured in police action in Bandipora town. Two seriously injured youth, Javed Ahmad and Mudasir Ahmad were referred to Srinagar for specialized treatment, witnesses added.
Oct 26: Five civilians and two policemen were injured in separate incidents of firing and stone pelting amid a shutdown in parts of Valley. The critically injured were identified as Bilal Ahmad Wani son of Nisar Ahmad and Imran Misgar son of Nazir Ahmad—both residents of Chattapora, Pulwama. They had multiple injuries on their body.
Oct 27: Around 23 persons including several policemen were injured in the consequent clashes in the Valley. The critically injured were identified as Jafar Ahmed, Parvaiz Ahmed and Showkat Ahmed—all from main town Bandipora. In Sopore, a young boy, Aqib Ahmad, was injured after being hit by a marble sling shot hurled by CRPF.

Oct 28: Around 7 people were injured in police action in the valley.


Oct 29: A trooper was killed in militant ambush in Kishtwar area of Jammu region. The deceased trooper has been identified as Manzoor Ahmad Illahi of Kishtwar.

Oct 30: A bullet-ridden body of a man was found from the forest area in Ganderbal district of central Kashmir. The unidentified body was recovered from Bhaderkote forest in Ganderbal, 30 kms from here, by a patrol party of police. The man, believed to be in his late 20s, had been shot several times. Police has registered a case and started investigations. Protests rocked several areas of the Valley with forces opening fire in Bandipora and Srinagar.
Oct 31: A militant was killed in an encounter in Ahad Sahib Locality of Sopore. The slain militant has been identified as Irshad Ahmad Mir alias Ammar, a resident of Gundbrat village of Sopore. He was affiliated with Harkat-ul-Mujahideen (HuM) outfit.


WOMEN /CHILDREN KILLED





October 2: Umar Suliman Sheikh (16) son of Late Muhammad Sulaiman Sheikh of Puthkhah Muqam, Sangrama, Sopore succumbed in a Srinagar hospital after battling for his life for 17 days. He was injured in a firing incident on September 16.
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‘HARASSED’ BY STF, GIRL JUMPS INTO GORGE 


Oct 13: Allegedly harassed by Special Task Force (STF) men, a teenage girl reportedly jumped into a gorge to save herself from their clutches in village Mangota of Marmat area of Doda district last evening. Identified as Beguma Bano, 16, daughter of Mohammad Assad Ullah of Mangota, the girl suffered severe head injury and she was undergoing treatment at the District Hospital Doda since late last evening. 


The family members alleged that over three dozen STP men along with CRPF came to their house last evening at 5 PM. The enquired about Beguma Bano’s brother Riaz Ahmed Beig, The family informed that Riaz was working in the nearby fields. Two STF men asked the girl to call him back home. When the victim left the house to call her brother, two STF men allegedly started molesting her on the way. In order to save herself from the clutches of the duo and in panic, she jumped into a gorge. 


However, the villagers alleged that she was pushed into the gorge by these STF men while another version was that she fell from hillock on the way. She was shifted to District Hospital Doda in unconscious condition with severe head injury late in the evening where she was provided necessary treatment. 


Infuriated over the act of STF personnel, the villagers lodged a complaint before senior officers, who instituted a probe and sent a team headed by Dy SP to the village. 


SSP Doda Prabhat Singh said Begum Bano was not thrown by anybody. Police investigation team has been sent to the spot to enquire about the allegation leveled by villagers.
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