ALTERNATE MEDIA IN KASHMIR

Since Govt. cannot control or gag media formally as it would be rude and will expose its democratic credentials so media in conflict zone is controlled subtly. Media is known for manufacturing consent and public opinion other than reflecting public aspirations. So following this policy, one is not surprised there is proliferation of media organizations in Kashmir after inception of armed insurgency in 1989. Understanding the importance of media, state has tailor-made it by adopting different modus oprendi like publishing newspapers through its proxies including former renegades. The incentives, free accommodation, lucrative advertisement, awards and rewards have kept on board majority of media persons. Media has become one of the highest paid professions in J&K, only to be envied by credible journalists of yesteryears, who were paid paltry sum for their professional engagements. That specie has now got extinct.

Media is darling of everybody particularly of politicians including majority of ‘resistance’ leaders who exist mostly because of media publicity instead of grossroot resistance, programnes, policies and statesmanship. So media has power to make and unmake the politicians. Most of resistance leaders are paying media for hogging limelight, which in true resistance should have been other way around, i.e. the media should be after them but they are behaving like ambulance chasers. In recent past, some newly established media organizations were perceived to be nationalistic for their wide-coverage about crimes against humanity in Kashmir, notwithstanding, threats and pressures from the state and its proxies. But with the passage of time after they got evolved into institutions, the vested interest was enough for them to compromise. Few journalists or media persons, who have audacity not to compromise and were romanticizing professional ethics or their commitment, have gone into oblivion. More and more control is in offing and under the prevailing circumstances the role of alternate media has became imperative. 

The alternate media, which was established in developed countries, followed by developing countries but in our state it is yet to evolve. There arises a dire need of alternate media in a state where dissent has been criminalized, administrative detention is a norm, democracy a hoax and even assemblies of people have been regulated by the state with the sole intention to disconnect them and prevent collective, political and social initiatives. In a state, where fear “internal and external” have been used as a weapon to silence people, peoples voice choked, frustration is deepening, the role of social media networking comes into play. The young generation, which constitutes 65 % of overall population, took newly invented social media network as a mean to give vent to their frustration. To prevent truth being the causality in this year’s uprising, for the first time the second generation educated youth used social networking to the hilt. As many as more than 45,000 youth have subscribed to Facebook, Twitter, You Tube and Orkut to gain attention by disseminating gruesome happenings through this medium. The protest calendars, slogans, issue based campaigns, live information followed by the feedback, debates and discussions became an effective mode to connect people. Finding it nightmarish, the police official and government proxies as expected too joined social networking to stop this effective process and made attempts to confuse people. By virtue of social media, the release of shocking video of naked parade of youth by police in an undisclosed location raised eyebrows of Kashmir watchers in and outside state, thus, causing embarrassment to the government, which was otherwise impossible. 

Many Facebookers were tracked by the police and charge-sheeted. Few subscribers were arrested and booked under Public Safety Act for flashing independent information or opinions. The most important aspect of social media networking is, it helped in assuring some space for dissent discourse, open civil society discussions and debates, which is important for any healthy society, as by this exercise little bit of truth comes out. There were instances where young activists got connected to each other for joint initiatives to take up public and social issues. To our pleasant surprise, a good number of young girls got actively engaged in social work, which was not possible in absence of social media networking, as social networking service make possible to connect people who share interest and activities across political, economical and geographical borders. The fast proliferation of social media sets a big challenge before the government, as it finds it difficult to put curbs on it. The state struggles to discourage people despite employing fear because of the commitment of users involved. Most of the users fare better than practicing journalists, so govt. cannot treat it like traditional media and control it.       

Though, it is a beginning, however, an organized and credible social networking subscription is need of the hour, as people have right to know what is going on. Half-truth, selective reporting by traditional media has shrunk the space further. Any society facing institutional suppression and oppression should use social networking to the best of effect. Regular updates of facts and figures and other research information should be done, as it would be difficult for the state to control the flow of information. It also can undo the government measures of neutralizing it. Institutionalize social media could reach to the maximum international audiences for their engagement or making grassroot democracy stronger. The challenge before the govt. is how to control it, but it is inevitable the aspiration of the people like lava finds its ways and means, as old saying goes “necessity is mother of all inventions”. 

UNCOVER MYSTERY BEHIND QAMARWARI SHOOTOUT: VICTIM FAMILIES
POLICE SAYS SLAIN WERE MILITANTS FAMILIES AFFIRM INNOCENCE 

On November 29, four persons including three youth and a policeman were killed while one person sustained injuries during a brief shoot-out in busy Qamarwari Chowk in downtown Srinagar. Following the incident, violent protests rocked the area. The youth killed were identified as Zahoor Ahmad Hajam son of Ghulam Qadir Hajam of Ward No. 5 Bandipora, a private teacher, Arshad Bashir Pir son of Bashir Ahmad of Alsafa Colony, Sopore, A BA 1st year student and Waseem Raja son of Abdul Rasheed Guroo, student of computer studies and the policeman was identified as, Muhammad Ashraf Shah of Ganderbal, a selection grade police constable having belt no. 1653/S. The families of youth killed in “encounter” alleged conspiracy behind the firing incident. 
The residents of Qamarwari said at around noon they heard a bullet shot in the Chowk. “Instantly a policeman fell down near the Chowk entrance,” a resident told media. “Within seconds, I heard a volley of bullets ringing in the air. There was traffic jam and huge rush of people. The gunshots spread panic all around and people including shopkeepers ran out of fear to save their lives. There was complete chaos. 

A shopkeeper, eyewitness to the incident, said he saw a man wearing pheran (a Kashmiri traditional dress) lying down on the road in a pool of blood. “I don’t know who he was,” the shopkeepers said. Just meters away from the body, was another corpse near a motorcycle which skidded into a drain. 

“On the right side of motorcycle where the road bends to cement bridge was another body,” an eyewitness said. The residents said they are not sure whether all of them were militants.

“I have seen the motorcycle. It was Pulsar bearing number 3503. The man who was riding it had gone to buy meat and was wearing a coat and pants,” a resident said. “The police opened indiscriminate fire in the air that time, to create chaos.”

Soon after, the residents said they discovered a pakoora (fast food) seller who had also received a bullet injury. They identified him as Muhammad Maqbool of Panzinara. “His shop is near the site where the policeman was killed. He was injured during the militant shoot out,” a resident said.

To document the incident a research team of The Informative Missive visited the residential areas of all the three deceased. The researchers talked to the victim families and other residents of the areas. 

ZAHOOR’S PARENTS ON HIS INNOCENCE

The Zahoor Ahmad’s family while speaking to a researcher of The Informative Missive said that Zahoor was not a militant. He was killed mercilessly in Qamarwari Chowk, when he was on way to Kashmir University to register himself in central library. The family alleged that he was falsely implicated in the shootout and labeled as militant.      

Ghulam Qadir Hajam, Zahoor’s farther, a retired teacher stated, “My son was innocent and against him there was no record of militancy. He was a private teacher in Kousaria higher secondary institute at Chak Rishipora, Bandipora. Two days before his killing on November 26, he went to his maternal uncle’s home at Madvan, Sonwari. After two days stay there, in the morning of November 29 he left for Srinagar to visit University for registration in the Iqbal Library.  He was preparing for civil services examination and had to take admission in MA Urdu in the distance education department of Kashmir University. He was labeled as militant and killed in the mysterious Qamarwari shoot out. He was shot dead while waiting for Hazratbal bound Matador.”

He added, “Earlier in 2004 army tried to implicate Zahoor in a false militancy case. He was detained for one year under PSA but order was quashed by the court when nothing unlawful was proved against him. One early morning in August 2004, I along with my son left for dusk prayers to a native mosque. As soon as we walked through around 100-meter distance we were stopped by troopers of army’s 15 RR camped at Kaloosa. The troopers were on ambush. They demanded identity cards from us. In the meantime, they stopped another person, an elderly one, who was also asked to show his identity card. After showing identity cards they caught hold of my son and the elderly person and took them to the roadside. When I enquired for the reasons from troops, they replied that there is some problem in their i-cards and would get it checked from their officer sitting in his Jeep. I waited for my son’s return but they did not release him. They set-free the elderly person while detained my son. He was taken to Kaloosa camp, where he was severely tortured for two days. Then he was handed over to police station Bandipora. The army filed a case against my son claiming that they recovered a pistol from his possession, which was totally baseless. In 2004, my son was a student of BSC 1st year electronics, in the Islamia College, Srinagar and not a militant.”

Wailing father, further said, “For three days my son was lodged in Police Station Bandipora. During the time, I applied for his bail. Before we could get him released on bail, he was hurriedly booked under PSA and 7/25 Arms Act and was shifted to Sub-Jail Baramulla and then to Udhampur Jail. I sought legal help for his release and finally in July 2005 his detention order was quashed and he was released. Up till 2008 he was an undertrial. In 2008, finally when army could not prove his involvement with militancy. The court of principal sessions judge Bandipora on 29-09-2008 dismissed Challan against him and acquitted him.”

 According to Zahoor’s family after his release in 2005 he resumed his study and changed his subject from electronics to Arts. From 2005-2006 he passed his BA 1st year, from 2006-2007 he did 2nd year and in 2008 he completed his Bachelors by passing 3rd year of his study. The father further told that in 2009 Zahoor completed his B Ed with 73/% marks and also joined MA political science in distance education department of Kashmir University. In January 2010, he had to appear in 1st semester of MA political science but due to non-availability of study material he couldn’t appear in the examination.

“In March 2010, he joined Kounsaria Secondary School as a teacher and worked there up to the end of October 2010. Now in the month of November he was planning to take admission in MA Urdu and was also preparing to appear in civil service exam in 2011. But fate met him in a different way and he was killed and was labeled as militant. My son was innocent. His credentials can be enquired from his employers and students. He was particular about five-time prayers and was keenly taking part in religious activities. His religious activities became a reason for his false implication in militancy in 2004 and finally he was killed in a shoot out in Qamarwari,” concluded Ghulam Qadir.

FAMILY OF ARSHAD BASHIR

Arshad Bashir, a BA 1st year student in Degree College Bemina, according to his family was in no way associated with militancy. The family while affirming his innocence said that police labeled Arshad as a militant and killed him in a stage managed encounter. 

Arshad’s parents were originally resident of Potukhah village of Sangrama but from 1999 they had migrated to Alsafa Colony of Seer Jageer, Baramulla. Arshad according to his parents mostly used to stay at his uncle’s house at Potukhah village.   

While talking to a researcher of The Informative Missive Arshad’s younger uncle Mohammad Yaseen Pir stated, “He often used to stay at my house and I absolutely knew my nephew’s mindset, he was in no way linked with militancy. A day before he was killed, he spent the whole day digging trench at home. On November 28, at about 4:30 pm he was called out by a friend who informed him about to collect roll number slip from college. After finishing work at home he left for Srinagar. He carried all his books and bag of clothes with him. He was staying as a paying guest at Bemina, Srinagar.”

He added, “Next day, shortly after collecting roll number slip from college he was killed in Qamarwari. One of his friends of Alsafa Colony of Seer Jageer who is a Sumo driver had seen Arshad at Qamarwari with 2 books in his hand. He while driving his Sumo had called Arshad but he had not heard him and had crossed the road at Qamarwari Chowk. After half-an-hour his friend heard about the encounter in Qamarwari. Arshad’s friend is an eyewitness of seeing Arshad with books and not with gun.”

The victimized family further expressed that Arshad apart from being an intelligent student was also a part-time labourer. The slain youth according to his uncle used to work with carpenters and masons of the village and was earning to contribute for his education and also assisting his father to some extent. 

“Had he been a militant he would have no need to work as hard laborer. He was very generous and religious boy. His credentials can be confirmed from any person from Potukhah to Seer Jageer village. He was never ever involved in any unscrupulous activity. In 2008 and 2010 when the youth throughout valley were protesting Arshad used to stay inside home and never participated in any protest. He was afraid of joining protests. How come he could associate himself with militancy? Even his innocence can be confirmed from the security agencies of his native area”, grumbled Mohammad Yaseen. 

FAMILY OF WASEEM RAJA NARRATES

Refuting police claims family of Waseem Raja stated that neither he crossed LoC nor he was a militant. On the day of shoot-out Waseem was going to Soura for medical check-up and was waiting for the bus at Qamarwari Chowk. According to victim family, this is not the first time Waseem was labeled as militant; in 2007 he was booked under PSA and was charged of being associated with militancy. The family affirmed that their son was falsely implicated in a militancy case because of his participation in a protest against the killing of a minor in Sopore. 

Raja Begum, mother of slain Waseem while memorizing her son said, “My son was innocent and not a militant. He was going to SKIMS for medical check-up when he was shot dead by cops at Qamarwari. Since his release in 2008 his health never remained stable because his health had got badly affected in jail. He was continuously under medical supervision.”

She added, “First my son was labeled in a false militancy case in 2007 when he was studying in BA Final year in Degree College Sopore. He was arrested outside his college along with many other students for organizing a protest by College students against the killing of a teenager in Sopore. After his arrest he was booked under PSA and 7/25 Arms Act and was lodged in Kathua Jail. Police claimed recovery of a pistol and grenade from his possession, which was totally baseless. After serving more than 8 months in Jail, his detention order was quashed and he was released in March 2008. He appeared in his Final year Annual Examination from Jail and completed his bachelors. He was a very intelligent student and prepared for exams inside Kathua Jail.”

Abdul Rasheed Guroo, father of slain youth stated, “After my son was released security agencies started to harass him. To avert further trouble I sent my son to his maternal home in Srinagar. He used to stay there and also took admission in a computer institute. After two months stay in Srinagar my son fell sick. He suffered from Typhoid, Malaria and Tuberculosis. He returned home in the month of June (2008). He was lying on the bed for more than one month. Then one day in the month of July army troopers raided our house and picked up my son. He was taken to the Ganju house camp, Sopore where he was questioned and released after 14 hours. We did not know which army unit arrested him, we visited police station Sopore and filed a report. The police authorities filed a missing report. We searched him for the whole day in different camps including Ganju house but could not get any clue. Fortunately, in the evening he was released by the army and returned home.”

“Next day to his release we sent him back to Srinagar to avoid more problems from security agencies. Then at maternal home he took rest and recovered his health to some extent. In Srinagar he was doing computer course and mostly used to stay at maternal home or in his paternal aunt’s house at Qamarwari and Palpora, Noor Bagh. Even his credentials can be confirmed from the locals of these areas. He was a very generous person and used to offer all prayers”, added Abdul Rashid.

Refuting the media reports and police claims Abdul Rashid further said, “My son had never crossed LoC but police claimed that he crossed LoC in 1991 when he was only 8 years old. How come an eight-year-old crosses line of control? The police claims are false. Even a media organization while reporting Qamarwari shootout had misquoted me as the report read as, ‘Rashid said. “He joined Jaish militant outfit in 2005. Afterwards he was arrested and booked under PSA in 2007. Later he was released but he again fled and joined militants in 2008. We never saw him since then.’  I have not spoken such to any media organization. I could not know the reason why media organization had quoted me in such a way. My son was innocent. He was killed mercilessly in a staged battle and was implicated in a false militancy case.”

“We could not file a case as we have no one in the family who can pursue it. Even we have seen from last twenty years that justice has not been done in any case of killing, which were perpetrated by the state troopers. So we are helpless to fight the personnel who were rewarded for killing our innocent children”, expressed wailing Raja Begum.    

POLICE VERSION ON SHOOT OUT

On November 28: Police claimed that all the three killed youth were motorcycle-borne militants and had come to shoot policemen guarding the Chowk. They also claimed that weapons of crime were recovered from the possession of all the three. 

Meanwhile a senior police official, who was present on the spot, told media that the militants after shooting the policeman from a close range took away his rifle along with them.

“We could not have identified them, but it was the rifle of dead policeman slung on the shoulder of a militant which led to his identification,” he said. “The militant was running towards a motor-bicycle before we shot him dead mid way. Then we shot two more accomplices of him. All of them were wearing pherans.”

When asked about retaliation from militants, he said there was none. “We have identified them. And weapons have been recovered. But we can not divulge details.”

Inspector General of Police, Kashmir, S. M. Sahai said the incident happened at 12:35 pm. “We had already laid a naka (cordon) there. The militants came on a motorcycle. When they were intercepted, they fired on us,” Sahai said.

“The remaining police party retaliated and all three militants were shot dead,” IG said. “One policeman also laid down his life.” Sahai said they had prior information that some militant movement was taking place in the town. “We had put on checkpoints to catch them. We recovered two pistols and a grenade from their person.”

Terming the killings as big success, Sahai said all of them are still unidentified. He also said the three bodies lay scattered since they were being chased by police. “The distance between bodies was just few yards,” he said.

Late in the evening, police approached one Bashir Ahmad Peer of Alsafa Colony Sopore with the photograph of one of the killed youth. Bashir immediately identified the photograph as that of his son Peerzada Arshad, a first year student of Govt. Degree College Bemina.

On November 29, lauding the police for their timely action and killing of three at Qamarwari, Director General of Police (DGP) Kuldeep Khoda said the militants were coming to Srinagar for carrying a big attack.” They were coming to city to carry out a big attack and police stopped them from doing so,” DGP told media. “The policemen at the cost of their lives stooped and I will recommend for gallantry award,” Khoda added.

He said the police party has been given a joint award of Rs 5 Lakh. “I am hopeful that they will get gallantry. They have encouraged the whole police force,” DGP said.

Kuldeep Khoda said that he has ordered the out-of-turn promotions of three constables as Selection grade constables, one constable as head constable, one head constable as Assistant Sub Inspector besides sanctioned Rupees 5 lakhs as reward for police party for their bravery and timely action.  

 MINOR SUCCUMBS TO TEAR SMOKE SHELL INJURY AFTER ONE YEAR

FAMILY STILL SEARCHING FOR SCHOOL BAG TAKEN AWAY FROM HIM AFTER HE WAS SHOT AT
Life has become a nightmare for the parents of Arif Ahmad Bhat (13), a 6th standard student son of Javaid Ahmad Bhat of Chinkral Mohalla, Habbakadal who succumbed to his injuries on November 12(2010) after battling for his for 14 months. The minor student had injured one year before on October 25, 2009 after he was targeted with a tear smoke canister on his head by a joint group of police and CRPF personnel when he was returning from his tuition centre near Basant Bagh.

The deceased teenaged boy was the only male child of his family. According to his parents they left no stone unturned to save his life. During 14 months treatment in SKIMS, Soura the family spent huge money over his treatment but could not save his life. For the treatment of son the father sold his Auto rickshaw and shop whereas the mother sold his gold jewelry but despite such exceptional efforts fate turned a tragedy for the family.

To speak to the victim family a researcher of The Informative Missive visited the Chinkral Mohalla of old city and talked to the dejected family who narrated their agonizing calamities.

Roohi Jan, mother of slain teenager sitting in the corner of her son’s room in her unsteady house said, “Last year on the fateful day of October 25 (2009) at around 4pm, my son left for tuitions along with his bag to her auntie’s house in Basant Bagh. He was receiving tuitions from her aunty who is a tutor. After finishing tuition class he left their house and started to move towards the main road. He did not know about some minor clashes in Maisuma area. The clashes had ended but still the police and CRPF personnel were in ambush across the Gawkadal Bridge. As soon as Arif holding a bag in his arms went of the lane and appeared on the road, the merciless cops sitting across the bridge targeted him with a tear canister. The canister hit and pierced head on the right side.”

Wailing mother, added, “According to an eyewitness who is barbecue seller in the area, after my son was hit by canister he had run for saving his life but after covering a few meters distance he had fell down on the road, the cops after a short chase had pounced on him and started to beat him severely. According to the eyewitnesses he had been trampled with boots and thrashed with bamboo sticks. He was beaten relentlessly until cops deemed him dead. The beating had crushed and damaged all his bones. As per medical observation his rib cage was completely damaged, both of his wrist and elbow bone were broken, even his thighbone was damaged. He had lost 6.5 points on the spot.”

The family grieved that after cops fled from the spot some auto driver had picked Arif and had rushed him to the SMHS hospital. The family further alleged the auto drivers who tried to pick up the wounded boy for medical attention were also beaten and abused by the troopers. Eventually they had managed to rush to the SMHS hospital, wherefrom he was instantly referred to Skims Soura.

Mohammad Sultan, a 75-year-old frail main and grandfather of slain minor stated, “When Arif did not return home from tuitions I left to search him. His tutor told me that he had left at about 5:15pm. I got anxious and enquired from the shopkeepers in the Basant Bagh area. One of the shopkeepers told me that a boy carrying school bag and wearing red shirt was beaten to death by troopers. He also informed me that he was rushed to the hospital. In the shocking state I reached SMHS hospital where I was told he was shifted to SKIMS. I called my son and daughter in law and all of us reached to Soura. His identity was undisclosed till we reached hospital. Two boys from hospital had arranged 3 points of blood for him. He was taken into operation theatre at about 7:30pm and taken out at around 1am. Then he was shifted to the ICU ward where he was kept on ventilator.  For 13 days continuously he was kept on ventilator in ICU ward. From ICU ward he was shifted to post operative ward where he was hospitalized for about 8 months.”       

Mohammad Sultan lamented, “Initially Arif went into coma and underwent four surgeries. As his illness prolonged, the expenses on his treatment exhausted all our financial sources. We were already poor and my son was hardly earning from hand to mouth by running his Auto-rickshaw. When doctors prescribed high cost medicines like Albumin worth rupees 5000 (twice a day), Taxim worth rupees 2500, etc. We had to sold auto-rickshaw, which was the only source of income to our family. We also sold our Shop and moreover my daughter in law had to sell all his gold jewelry. To meet the expenses of drugs we sold all our sources. Even when everything exhausted from us we borrowed some money from our relatives, which is yet to be returned. We spent more than 12 lakhs on his treatment but could not save his life. During 8 months Arif underwent around 6 surgeries. Due to continuous rest he developed bed sore and gangrene, which further worsened his condition.”

Recounting her miseries, Roohi, mother of slain Arif further groused, “For our whole family it was awful to sustain. By selling Aut-rickshaw my husband got jobless, I used to look after Arif in hospital and it was my father in law who was earning a bit by doing hard labor despite being frail and old. Although my son’s condition was very critical the hospital authorities and government did not provide us any free medical assistance. Every time, we had to pay huge sum of money on different tests and other examinations.”

 The victim family tried their best and drained all their sources in saving Arif’s life but fate turned to be a tragedy for them when teenager Arif breathed his last on the night of November 12.  Arif’s death has completely shattered the family and the family has led into an interminable mourning.

KISHTWAR FARMER KILLED IN ‘FAKE ENCOUNTER’

2 INJURED IN POLICE FIRING ON PROTESTERS

Nov 20: Protests rocked Keshwan area of Kishtwar district over the killing of a local youth who police claimed was a Lashkar-e-Toiba operative. Locals alleged that the youth was killed in a fake encounter. Two protestors were injured when police opened fire to quell a mob which allegedly tried to storm the local police post following the killing.

Reports revealed that locals noticed the body of Muhammad Shafi Gujjar, son of Fazal Din Gujjar of Nagnigad Keshwan, a local farmer, near the Idgah in Keshwan area early this morning. As the news about the killing of Gujjar spread in the area, hundreds of people including women assembled outside his house and staged a protest demonstration. Police said that the youth was a LeT operative and worked as a guide for a group of militants which was being chased by a joint column of police and army.

“On specific information about the arrival of three to four militants led by district commander of LeT Salman in village Gujjar Mohalla in Keshwan belt of Kishtwar district, Special Task force (STF) assisted by army launched a cordon operation in the area late last night,” Superintendent of Police, Kishtwar, Haseeb Mughal, said.

The group of militants, including Salman, threw grenades and fired on the security personnel when they asked them to surrender at around 1 am, he said. “The operation party fired back triggering a fierce exchange and resulting in the death of LeT operative Shafi Gujjar, who was a guide, courier and over-ground worker of LeT and uncle of district commander Salman,” Mughal said.


The militants including Salman escaped during the encounter, he said, adding that the body of Gujjar was recovered this morning and later identified by the locals. The police claim was, however, refuted by the family of the deceased. They said that the youth had gone to the house of his relative when he was killed by the Special Operation Group (SOG) personnel.

Demanding action against the erring police personnel, the local residents staged a massive protest demonstration and also tried to storm the local police post, sources said.

They added that the police opened fire on the protestors leaving two of them, Muneer Hussain (13) son of Muhammad Hussain Gujjar and Abdul Gani (16) son of Taj Din, residents of Nagni, Keshwan, critically injured. The family refused to bury the body of the deceased and demanded lodging of murder case against the cops. 

On November 21, mother of a cop, involved in yesterday’s encounter in the forests of Nagnigad Keshwan, was killed after a group of Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) militants allegedly attacked his house at Pootinag Kishtwar. Official sources said that LeT militant group headed by Habib Gujjar alias Salman ‘District Commander’, attacked the house of Jammu and Kashmir Police cop Qasim Din, situated at Pootinag Kishtwar in reaction to recent encounter wherein Habib’s uncle Mohammad Shafi Gujjar was killed yesterday. 

The militants killed Gorji, mother of Qasim Din. Qasim Din was among one of the cops involved in yesterday’s encounter in the forests of Nagnigad Keshwan with the LeT militants resulting in killing of Mohd Shafi Gujjar. Army and police cordoned the entire area and started search operation there. The troops established contact with militants in late night hours and heavy exchange of fire took between the militants and security forces. 

The protest lodged by the people over killing of Mohammad Shafi Gujjar on Nov 20 claiming it as fake encounter kept entire district police busy to pacify them and finally succeeded as the people agreed to bury the body of Mohd Shafi Gujjar. The attack on the house of cop today seems to be in retaliation of Mohammad Shafi Gujjar’s killing.

On November 24, Special Operations Group (SOG) of police has arrested father, brother and a neighbor of a militant accused of killing mother of a policeman Qasim Din.  Jamal-ud-Din and Khair Din, brother and father of Habib Gujjar alias Salman were arrested by SOG during a raid at Keshwar area of Kishtwar district last night, sources said.

 Salman’s neighbor, Shahid Baro was also whisked away.  A massive manhunt has been launched in the area to trace Salman and his associates.

TAILOR ARRESTED, BOOKED AS STONE-PELTER

LANGUISHING IN UDHAMPURE JAIL

November 10: Middle-aged poor father of a Sopore youth is grappling how to get his son released, who was arrested and booked under various offences for stone pelting, which he never indulged in. Fayaz Ahmad Dar, 25, a tailor, son of Ghulam Qadir Dar of Negli, Sopore in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district was arrested by Special Task Force (STF); a counter insurgency force, camped at Sopore Town Hall. Fayaz is languishing in Udhampure jail, Jammu for last 4 ½ month. Fayaz was beaten in STF custody during which he had received multiple injuries particularly on his nose and head. 

Youth in the locality, mostly stone pelters, arrested before and after him were released. According to his father, Fayaz is still under detention, in spite of, he never participated in any kind of protest or stone pelting incident. Fayaz’s parents made tireless efforts to secure his release but so far without any success.    

Utterly disturbed Ghulam Qadir Dar, Fayaz’s father while recounting the arrest to The Informative Missive said, “My son had left to Sopore market to fetch thread. While on his way back, on reaching Sopore Bridge there were clashes going on between the STF, police and youth. The youth were protesting against human rights violations particularly against killings of youth at the hands of troops. Before Fayaz take the other rout to evade the clashes, the STF swung into action and started chasing the youth. They also chased Fayaz. Bewildered, Fayaz started running towards home. Soon after he entered the home the STF personnel followed him and arrested him.” 

Visibly depressed Qadir said, “We tried to persuade the STF personnel led by SHO, Sopore police station that Fayaz was out only to buy thread and not for protesting or stone pelting. But they paid no heed to our pleas and took him along. Even we requested them to inquire from anyone in locality about his non-involvement in the protests or stone pelting.”

Ghulam Qadir had no idea how to get his son released. He was advised by some of his friends and neighbours to seek police help. “I went to police to get his arrest reported. Even I pleaded before them (police) of my son’s non-involvement in protests and stone pelting. But they showed no concern except the SHO at police station Sopore assured me to wait till the situation comes to normal in the area. We also approached STF camp, but to our shock his arrest was vehemently denied for five consecutive days. Later, we came to know that during these five days he was admitted in JVC hospital Bemina for treatment, as he was beaten ruthlessly after his arrest,” Qadir bemoaned. 

With his continuous detention Ghulam Qadir’s worries got increased as youth arrested before and even after him were set free. Few were released on the intervention of influential politicians. Qadir made several rounds of the SP office, Sopore but without any success.  

“I approached the SP office many a times for its intervention in securing my son’s release but all futile. Finally, my son was booked under 307, 336, 147, 427, 332 RPC. After fifteen days, he was shifted to Udhampure jail, Jammu where he is languishing for last 4 ½ months. The police labeled him as stone pelter in its FIR. On time of his arrest he was carrying thread rolls, which was shockingly shown as stones by police. In one FIR No. 166/2010 bail was granted by District Magistrate Sopore but order was not honored,” he said.
Disturbed Qadir further revealed, “Twice we met him in Udhampure jail.  His conditions were little better on our second meet. At first meet, we spotted visible beating marks on his face particularly on his nose a bruise mark. He complained of head pain since he was beaten with bamboo sticks on his head. He pleaded to me to get him out of the dungeon.”

Ghulam Qadir, a fisherman by profession has failed to maintain focus on his work since Fayaz’s arrest. “I am finding it hard to keep focus on my work since my son is behind bars for none of his fault. I am poor fisherman made earning only hand to mouth. The visits to Jammu jail has cost me financially. For the third meeting with my son I have no money left. Either I have to delay the meeting with him or I have to beg or borrow.” Qadir lamented.   

 ‘KASHMIRI TORTURED, STRIPPED IN PRISON’

Nov 1: An under trial Kashmiri youth has been allegedly tortured and stripped in the Kolkata Presidency Jail on October 15-16 after he objected to the ‘bad food’ provided there. The family of Sheikh Farhat Mehmood, arrested in 2003 in connection with an abandoned ammunition truck, alleged that he had been tortured and kept naked in the jail throughout the night when Durga Puja was being held there.

“We came to know about it after the Hindustan Times reported the incident,” said Sheikh Wajahat, Farhat’s brother. “The news has shocked us all. It has deeply hurt our mother who has turned depressive after hearing about Farhat’s torture.” Farhat has been lodged in the Presidency Jail since July 2005. The family lives at Iqbal Abad in Bemina here.

The newspaper reported that Farhat had protested against the bad food in prison and demanded the basic rights in accordance with the jail rules. “Following this, Farhat observed two days hunger strike in jail. Senior Officers in the jail department were kept in dark about the episode,” it said.

Sheikh Wajahat, who along with his relatives approached media, said some well-wishers managed to send him the pictures of their brother being put in jail without any clothes. “The news jolted us. We are in a state of despondency,” he said.

He said it has been long since the family went to Kolkata to meet Farhat. “For so many reasons, it was not possible for our family to visit Kolkata often,” Wajahat said. 

The family pleads that Farhat be shifted to a Srinagar jail forthwith. “We request the authorities to kindly ensure his shifting from the Kolkata jail where he has been brutally tortured,” said Wajahat.

Though the Additional Director General (Kolkata prisons), BD Sharma, didn’t respond to repeated calls from media, he has reportedly ordered an inquiry into the incident. “I shall definitely probe the matter,” BD Sharma told the Hindustan Times. 

On November 2, the Jammu and Kashmir government said it would look into the case of the alleged torture of Sheikh Farhat.  “We will certainly look into the issue and seek a report in this regard. I haven’t yet seen the news reports with regard to this case. But once we examine them, we shall definitely inquire it,” said the Principal Secretary, Home Department, BR Sharma.

POLICE OPENS FIRE IN AMAR SINGH COLLEGE

STUDENT INJURED, 3 ARRESTED

Nov 1: Police opened fire on a group of students and arrested three of them from Amar Singh College here on the charges of stone pelting. One student was injured in the police firing.  Witnesses said that a police team raided the A S College campus after receiving information that some students involved in protests and stone pelting were present in the campus and were to interact with journalists.

“Police swung into action and had to open fire as the youth fled the scene and some of their colleagues pelted stones on police to evade arrest,” Senior Superintendent of Police, Srinagar, Ashiq Bukhari told media. Three students were arrested by police while one was injured in firing. He was identified as Hashim Farooq and was shifted to a hospital for medical care. He sustained bullet injuries in his foot. 

The other three were identified as Sajad Mushtaq Bhat son of Mushtaq Ahmad of Rajbagh, Aaquib Sameer Ganai son of Abdul Ahad of Tulsibagh and Asim Farooq Mir son of Farooq Ahmad Mir of Ikhrajpora, Jawahar Nagar.

“They were involved in fomenting, abetting and organizing stone pelting and shut downs in Srinagar,” the SSP said. He said the scribes, who had planned a meeting with students, included several local and a Dutch journalist. Witnesses said they were detained by police but were later let off.

Asked why police was regularly opening fire during raids and arrests, he said, “Our men were compelled to open fire as they (students) tried to run away from the collapsed fence on the back side of the campus. They had entered into the campus from the broken fence.” He said the police didn’t fire bullets but used pellet guns.

On Nov 3, police filed an FIR against two youth, who were arrested from Amar Singh College. FIR No.103-2010 has been lodged against the two youth Hashim Farooq and Auqib Sameer Ganie son of Ghulam Mohammad Ganie of Tulsi Bagh while no case has been registered against Sajad Mushtaq Bhat son of Mushtaq Ahmad of Rajbagh, who was also arrested from the venue.

 “Cases under sections 120-B (criminal conspiracy) and 153 (waging war against the state) under the 13-Unlawful Activities Act of Ranbir Penal code have been registered against the two youth while the third one was acquitted from all  charges,” an official at the Shergari Police Station told media.

   He said Sajad was playing cricket in a nearby ground and was not part of the group of youth, who were interacting with journalists. “He was picked by mistake and during investigations we have not found any evidence against him,” the official said. He said the arrested youth are on 2-day police remand and police may seek its extension. 

‘SHE WAS TOO YOUNG TO DIE’

BIJBEHARA EXPLOSION

Nov 22: Mother is in deep shock. Father is speechless. Grandfather is yet to know- Urfat Jan, 7, is dead.  Little Jan, of Arwani Bijbehara was injured along with her mother in a grenade explosion on November 21 afternoon in south Kashmir’s Bijbehara area. She succumbed to her injuries around 11:30 pm on Sunday night.

 Jan’s uncle, Abdul Bari said that Nighat along with her daughter were on their way to visit the doctor when the incident happened.  “Jan was ill for past many days,” Bari told media. “It was at 2 pm they left to see the doctor practicing in Bijbehara. As they were walking in the market, the flying splinters pierced both mother and daughter.”

 Watching their clothes drenched in blood, the nearby shopkeepers and pedestrians rushed them to sub district hospital Bijbehara. “Jan was shifted to SKIMS for specialized treatment,” Bari said. “Nighat had bruises in her leg and hand. She was discharged late in the evening”. On the other hand, Urfat Jan was battling for life at SKIMS. 

 “She had an abdominal injury. There was bleeding from multiple perforations in her intestine,” Medical Superintendent SKIMS, Dr Syed Tabish said. “She was critical since. We tried hard. We operated upon her, but could not save her. She lost the battle for life”.

 Terming Jan as angel looking, the uncle said they had not even thought in their wildest dream that she would leave for eternal abode so early. “She was too young to die,” Bari said. “Even the residents here could not believe she is dead.”  Urfat has one sister Ifra Jan while her father Arshid Hussain is a shopkeeper.  

 Bari said Jan was diligent student and was studying in second class. He said she always passed in first grade and wanted to become a doctor. On November 21 afternoon unidentified man lobbed a grenade, aimed at an army convoy, but it missed it targets and landed on the backside of a white Santro Car. At least 10 persons were wounded in the blast.

EYE INJURY VICTIM AWAITS TREATMENT

‘WE HAVE NO MONEY TO SHIFT HIM TO PGI CHANDIGARH’

Nov 14: Family members of a teenage boy hit by a pellet in his right eye last month in Baramulla are finding it hard to get him treated as they are unable to afford it. A pellet fired by forces hit Aqib Usman, 18, in old town Baramulla on October 8. He was rushed to SKIMS Soura for treatment. 

 Family members of the victim told media that doctors at SKIMS advised them to shift Aqib to PGI Chandigarh for the specialized treatment. “We have not been able to do so as we don’t have enough money,” they added.  The ultra sonography report of the victim reads: “Retina detached, multiple high amplitude acrogenic spikes seen in the vitreous cavity. There is thick fluid moving slowly filling entire of the vitreous cavity.”  

 Aqib, according to the family members, had left his studies to support them as doctors diagnosed that his father, Muhammad Usman Wani, was suffering from cancer. “Some people of the town are collecting money to get Aqib treated. No one from the government has come forward to help us,” family members added.

 
They said that recently someone had told them that Chief Minister has sanctioned a special relief fund for the victims who have suffered eye injuries. “But no one came to us,” they added. 

SEVERAL BULLET-HIT YOUTH MAIMED BY AMPUTATION

Nov 5: Bashir Ahmad Ganai of Budgam is just another victim of the ongoing unrest in Kashmir. But his tragic tale is different. On September 13, when thousands of people registered their protest at Humhama in central Kashmir’s Budgam district against the alleged burning of Qur’an in US, a bullet fired by forces hit his left leg. Bashir’s knee was severely fractured leaving doctors with no option but to amputate his leg. Though 21-year-old Bashir is stable now but he has to walk the remaining miles of his life on crutches.

 There are other persons whose limbs have been amputated after being hit by bullets during present unrest.  The leg of 19-year-old Sajad Ahmad Pandith of Sheikhpora Budgam was amputated at SKIMS. A 1st-year college student, Sajad was injured when forces opened fire on people protesting against the alleged desecration of Qur’an at Humhama. He was hit by a bullet in his groin.

 “His injury was grave. Amputation was the last tool to be used to save his life but that also didn’t work,” said a senior doctor in SKIMS. 

 Bashir’s father Abdul Gani Ganai also cared for Sajad in the hospital. After Sajad’s death, Gani is broken. He is restless and roaming from one patient to another in Cardio Vascular Thoracic Surgeries ward seeking prayers for long life of his son.  He has managed 14 pints of blood for his son till date. “I will give up my life for the survival of my son. My life stands on his survival,” Gani said.

 Twenty-year-old Mudasir Ahmad son of Muhammad Asadullah of Chanapora Srinagar is victim of brutal use of force. A senior doctor at Bone and Joints Hospital here said they have amputated his foot to prevent spread of infection. “But there is a possibility that Mudasir may need amputation of leg at a later stage to prevent the spread of infection in his body,” he said.

 On August 10, Mudasir received a bullet in his foot in forces firing during protests against the continuous killings of youth.

 Mudasir was part of a protest staged in response to Hurriyat Conference (G) call of offering prayers on roads.

 Another youth, 22-year-old Jan Muhammad Dar son of Ghulam Din Dar of Budgam, has to spend the rest of his life on a wheel chair. Jan is the only son in his family. On July 16, he received a bullet in his right leg which was later amputated.

IN BRIEF

· ‘POLICE TORTURING ARRESTED YOUTH’

Nov 1: Family members of several persons arrested for their alleged involvement in stone pelting in Bandipora district have expressed serious concern over their plight.  Relatives of the arrested persons alleged that police were not providing food to them. 

 
“Police have tortured my father severely in custody. Today I tried to enter the police station with food but they chased me away,” said a youth whose father had been arrested last week.  

 Another relative of the detained youth alleged that detainees were being denied medical aid. “They are being kept hungry as a collective punishment,” he added.

· MATTAN FAMILY ALLEGES POLICE HARASSMENT

Nov 2: The family of a student of South Kashmir’s Islamabad (Anantnag) district who had sustained critical injuries after being beaten up allegedly by the paramilitary forces on October 27 has accused the police of harassing them.

 
According to the family, Hashim Ajaz son of Ajaz Ahmad Kanue of Mattan Chowk, a class 7th student of Kendriya Vidalaya, Brakpora was thrashed allegedly by the CRPF men when he was returning home from tuitions. “The doctors in the district hospital referred Hashim to SKIMS for a specialized treatment as he had a fractured arm and severe head injury,” the family said.

 They said Ajaz was appearing in his annual examination and had appeared in only one paper. “His academic career has been ruined,” the family said.

 “Though, we did not lodge any complaint in the police station, but since we returned from SKIMS, the policemen in civvies have been regularly visiting to our house, asking us to come to the concerned police station and withdraw the statement that the child was beaten up by the CRPF,” they said.

 They alleged that the policemen were coercing them to give a statement in writing that the child had received injuries due to stumbling.

· NADIHAL FAMILY ALLEGES LIFE THREATS

Oct 10: Family of one of the victims of the Machil fake encounter alleged life threats by the brother of an accused Special Police Official (SPO).

“My family is reeling under threat. Qayoom, the brother of the accused SPO, Bashir Lone visited out house last week and pointed his gun on my small daughter. He warned us of dire consequences, if we don’t withdraw case against his brother,” Zahida, mother of Mohammad Shafi told media. “We have no expectation from the state government. However, we will fight for justice,” she added.

Superintendent of Police (SP) Sopore, Altaf Khan said that the family did not bring the issue of harassment into his notice. He said some vested interests were trying to exploit the situation by spreading such rumors. “If anyone threatened the family, they should have approached police,” he added.

· GUNMEN KILL POLITICAL ACTIVIST IN SHOPIAN

Nov 12: An activist of the ruling National Conference was shot dead by gunmen in Shopian district of south Kashmir. 60-year old Ghulam Muhammad Rather alias Kanna was shot by unidentified pistol-borne men at Aglar village. Rather, a resident of Litter in nearby Pulwama district was shot at twice - in the head and the chest. He died while being taken to hospital. Rather was earlier affiliated with the Congress but joined National Conference sometime back.

Rather is the fourth National Conference activist to have been killed by gunmen in the Valley this year. Earlier, two NC activists were shot dead in north Kashmir’s Bandipora and Baramulla districts on April 22 and May 23 respectively while another NC activist was killed in Chakoora village of district Pulwama during recent agitation.

· SIBLINGS FOUND DEAD

Nov 14: Police said that it recovered bodies of two siblings from Sangri forests in north Kashmir Baramulla.  The deceased were identified as Altaf Hussain and Abid Ahmad sons of Muhammad Hussain Khan of Sangri.  “The duo had gone to the forest along with two others on Saturday night (Nov 13) and their bodies were recovered this evening near Cheradari Nallah,” a police officer said.

· FORMER MILITANT KILLED IN PULWAMA

Nov 20: A former militant was killed in Pulwama. The residents said unidentified gunmen barged into the house of former militant Showkat Ahmad Malik at Grawgund village of Pulwama yesterday. “They shot him there and fled,” a resident said. “Afterwards Malik was rushed to a hospital in a critical condition where he succumbed to injuries in the wee hours today.” The residents said Malik was earlier affiliated with Hizbul Mujahideen outfit and was released after he served his sentence. 

· PROTESTS IN BANIHAL AFTER WOMAN’S DEATH

Nov 22: Protests erupted in a remote village of Banihal in Ramban district after death of a woman in alleged chase by unidentified men in uniform. Sources told media that hundreds of residents from Gujjar-nad, a far flung area, took to streets and staged demonstrations against the death of a 20-year-old woman after being chased by the unidentified men.

 The protesters were alleging that the woman—Suna Begum wife of Muhammad Ishaq Khatana was chased along with four girls near a spring when they were fetching water from a spring.  The woman slipped and sustained grave injuries. She was rushed to hospital for treatment. However, she died mid-way to the hospital.

 
As the news about the death of the woman spread, hundreds of people took to streets and staged protests. Police received the spot and pacified the protesters with an assurance that action would be taken against those who are found guilty. Station House Officer Sajjad Ahmad said that police has filed a case under section 174 Cr PC in connection with the killing.  

PSA WIDESPREAD 
· 2 MORE BOOKED UNDER PSA IN SHOPIAN

Nov 1: Authorities slapped Public Safety Act against two more youth in South Kashmir's Shopian district for their alleged involvement in stone pelting. Sources said that a teenager Mukhtar Ahmad Malik 15 and Nazir Ahmad Lone, 45, were booked under Public Safety Act (PSA) and were shifted to Kathua Jail.

Reports said that both Mukhtar and Nazir were arrested by police from main chowk Shopian after the violent clashes erupted between forces and youth after the Friday prayers. A police official posted in the district said that the Mukhtar was booked under PSA for taking part in the violent protests and pelting stones at forces while Nazir was booked under the act for his involvement in stone pelting as well as timber smuggling.

However, the family of teenager has rejected the police version that he was involved in stone pelting.  “Our son is working as a waiter in a Jammu hotel and had returned home last month due to illness. He had gone to the market to purchase medicines when forces arrested   him,” said family members of Mukhtar.

“After his father’s death, Mukhtar started working as a waiter in a Jammu hotel in order to lend a helping hand to his elder brother. He has never pelted a stone," his family members said.  They said that they can’t even knock at the doors of the court to seek justice due to poor financial conditions.

· MARTIAL ARTS BLACK BELT BOOKED UNDER PSA

Nov 4: Twenty two year old martial arts black belt from Namlebal Pampore has been booked under Public Safety Act for alleged involvement in stone pelting and protests. Mudasir Ahmad Sofi was arrested along with his two cousins from Khanyar by police and was subsequently booked under PSA today at police station Pampore. He was shifted to Kathua this morning and police, as per his family, has charged him for stone pelting and arson in June. 

Talking to media, his brother Shahid said that police has been raiding their house for a long time which forced Mudasir and his two cousins, Bilal Ahmad Sofi and Tawheed Ahmad Sofi, to go into hiding. 

“But on October 31 police arrested all of them from Khanyar where they were hiding. Mudasir was two days later shifted to Pampore police station and today he was taken to Kathua under PSA,” Shahid said, adding that Bilal and Tawheed were still detained at Khanyar. Ironically, however, Shahid himself was imprisoned for 21 days in central jail here for his brother. 

“Police raided our house and arrested me and the brothers of both Bilal and Tawheed.  Subsequently, police registered cases against us and put us in the Srinagar ventral jail for 21 days. The demand was to produce the trio before the court but we were later released on bail,” Shahid narrated.  

 “But so far we have not been provided the grounds of his detention in writing. All police told us is that the case against him was registered in June. We are in the process of meeting lawyers this time,” Sajad said. 

The police have also prepared a dossier for the other two accused Bilal and Tawheed. “They have ‘misbehaved’ with police at Khanyar Police station and police has registered a new case against them for that. Currently they are being tortured for that but their dossiers have already been prepared at Pampore. They are likely to be booked soon,” they said. 

· FACEBOOK PROTESTER CHALLENGES PSA IN COURT

COURT ISSUES NOTICES TO STATE, RETURNABLE WITHIN A WEEK

Nov 5: The Bank officer, who was detained by the police as part of its crackdown on Face book users last month, has challenged his Public Safety Act before the High Court.

In October this year, police launched a special drive in south Kashmir to gain control over protesters allegedly involved in stone-pelting and online protests.  On October 10, Shopian Police arrested a J&K Bank Official, Mufti Wajid Yaqoob of Baba Mohalla alleging that he was “influential in organizing protest demonstrations in Shopian through popular social networking site Face book”.

Soon after his arrest, Wajid was booked by the District Magistrate Shopian under Public Safety Act and was shifted to Kathua jail in Jammu province. Wajid is working as a relationship executive in the Bank’s, Shopian branch and with an Engineering degree in computer technology, is counted among the intelligent youths of the town.   

Wajid’s advocates challenged PSA in the court with the argument that the accused holds a clean record before the arrest and has never indulged in such activity in past.

“The character of Wajid, holding a BE degree in Computer Technology from Jammu REC and an MBA degree from a Bangalore College, can be judged from the fact that till his arrest not a single criminal case was registered against him at the local Police station”, the petition before the HC reads.

· PROTESTS IN BARAMULLA OVER ARREST OF ‘MOST WANTED STONE PELTER’

Nov 9: Police and security forces burst smoke shells and resorted to lathi-charge to disperse demonstrators, protesting against the arrest of an alleged most wanted stone pelter. The police action led to pitched battles between the protestors and security forces and cops for several hours.

The protests started against the arrest of Parvaiz Ahmad Kaloo son of Abdul Ahad Kaloo of Ganai Hamam old town here. He was arrested from district hospital. The 20 year old was immediately shifted to police station Baramulla. 

Senior Superintendent of Police Baramulla, Masoor Untoo, told media that Parvaiz was wanted in as many as 10 cases registered against him in 2010 and was evading arrest for past two years. “Yes we have arrested Parvaiz alias Meena Kumari. He was a nominated criminal and was wanted in 10 cases of arson and rioting. Besides, he has six cases of 2009 and one case of 2008 pending against him,” the SSP said. The SSP, however, said he was not arrested from the hospital.

“He was drunk at SRTC yard and we arrested him from there. Why would he go to the hospital?” he said, adding, “We were looking for him for past two years but he was evading arrest.”

Within minutes of the arrest, people came out protesting on the cement bridge. Police retaliated with intense tear gas shelling and baton charge triggering pitched battles. A sub inspector and a civilian were injured in clashes, police said. 

· 3 BOOKED UNDER PSA IN B’PORA

Nov 10: Three youth were booked under infamous Public Safety Act (PSA) in Bandipora. Mohammad Ismail Mir son of Ghulam Muhammad Mir of Watpora, Mehrajudin Teli son of late Muhammad Akbar Teli of Hajin and Gulzar Ahmed Khan son of Raj Muhammad Khan of Sumlar Kuta Satri were booked under PSA and shifted to sub Jail Udhampur.

“Ismail and Mehraj were booked for spearheading protests and resorting to stone pelting in the district while Gulzar was booked on charges of aiding militants killed in a gunfight on October 21. Gulzar was arrested during the encounter at Maloora and detained in Sumbal police station since then,” they said.

· 7 BOOKED UNDER PSA IN B’LA

Nov 15: Police booked several persons including Tehreek-e-Hurriyat activist under Public Safety Act (PSA) in Baramulla district while detained Hurriyat (G’s) General Secretary Masarat Alam’s close aide was arrested by police from central Kashmir district of Budgam.

Police sources said Javid Ahmad Bhat son of Ghulam Nabi Bhat of Malpora, Pattan and Basharat Hussain Najar son of Ghulam Nabi Najar were arrested. “They were booked under FIR No. 78/2010 under section 307/148/149/332/336/427 in Police Station Kreeri and Pattan,” they said adding the duo was charged of setting afire Police station Pattan and a camp of Special Operation Group in Kreeri. 

Sources further said that two more youth Hilal Ahmad of Wesan and Showkat Ahmad of Palhalan were booked under PSA after police claimed to have recovered some arms from their possession. SDPO Pattan, Sajad Ahmad said Javed and Basharat were involved in arson, stone pelting and various other illegal activities. “Multiple FIRs have been lodged in police station Pattan and Kreeri against them,” he said.  

Sajjad further said 29 RR during a search operation arrested two youth Hilal and Showkat and recovered a pistol and grenade from their possession. “They too were booked under PSA and all the four have been sent to Udhampur Jail,” he said.  The family members of Basharat and Javed denied the charges leveled against them the police. The family members said the day when police station Kreeri filed FIR against the youth; Pattan police station also registered FIR against them on the same day. “How can they be involved in two crimes at two places same day,” they questioned.

Meanwhile, two more youth from Sheeri, Baramulla were also booked by police under PSA. “Mudasir Ahmad Lone and Mohammad Shafi Ganie of Sheeri were booked under section 342/336/213 under FIR Number 36/2010,” a police official said, pleading anonymity. He said the two were involved in stone pelting and rioting during the protests.  

Sources said Tehreek Hurriyat activist Bashir Ahmad of Khawaja Bagh Baramulla was also booked under PSA. He was accused of instigating youth for resorting to stone pelting and protests.

 “We had received many complaints against him as he used to extort money from people in the name of freedom movement. He also was instigating youth for arson, stone pelting and other unlawful activities,” the official said.  

Meanwhile, police arrested Bashir Ahmad Bhat alias Bashir Budgami, one of the close confidents of detained Hurriyat (G) General Secretary Masrat Alam Bhat from his native village of Cheoen, Budgam. “A police party from District police Srinagar arrested Budgami and he was whisked to some unknown destination,” sources said.

Budgami, a member of Muslim League (a constituent of Geelani led Hurriyat Conference) was a close confident of Masrat Alam, who spearheaded the “Quit JK campaign’ during past five months. “Budgami was one among the five wanted aides of Masrat Alam. He was arrested from Budgam this evening,” a police official told media.

He said Budgami had played an active role in “instigating people and providing support to Masrat Alam” and was wanted in many cases.  “He accompanied Alam at many places and was in hiding since past five months,” the official said.

· 2 MORE BOOKED UNDER PSA IN PAMPORE

Nov 28: Two youths of Pampore in South Kashmir’s Pulwama district have been booked under Public Safety Act on alleged charges of arson and stone pelting. Muhammad Ashraf Sofi, 28, alias Koya of Namlebal Pampore and Imtiyaz Ahmad Guroo alias Ganguli of Kadlebal Pampore were arrested yesterday evening from the market.

“They were walking in the market when, on a tip-off, a heavy contingent of police, its special operations group and CRPF zeroed in on them,” sources told media. The duo was taken to police station Pampore, wherefrom, according to sources, they were shifted to Kathua jail this afternoon.

“They were taken away in police vehicles and today they were sent to Kathua after police slashed Public Safety Act over them,” sources said, “Police was looking for them for a long time.”

According to the sources, Sofi was heading a division of pro-freedom Democratic People’s Movement. A baker by profession, he was supporting a nuclear family of three comprising his wife and a four year old son. Imtiyaz was an activist of Tehreek-e-Hrriyat—the pro-freedom party headed by veteran leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani.

The duo was arrested for two months at the time of 2008 assembly elections. They were arrested for anti-election activities and police released them only after the elections ended.

The Station House Officer (SHO) Pampore, Krishan Rattan, said that the duo was wanted in many cases. He said they have a PSA warrant against them which includes charges like “blazing of the Tehsil office and Air force vehicles, and stone pelting.”

“They are wanted in many cases but right now we have arrested the in connection with the PSA warrant pending against them. Besides stone pelting, the duo was involved in setting ablaze the Tehsil office building and burning of several Air force vehicles,” he said.

The SHO confirmed that the arrestees were being sent to jails outside the Valley. “They are booked under PSA and we will be shifting them to jail soon,” he said.

Police has arrested more than 70 youths from Pampore alone so far. Many among them, especially accused of attacking the Tehsil office, have been booked under PSA.

· YOUTH CHALLENGES PSA

Nov 12: Farooq Ahmad Mir known as Chota Geelani of Parimpora, a hardcore separatist sporting a white flowing beard and always on forefront during pro-freedom protests and rallies, has challenged his detention under Public Safety Act (PSA) in the High Court. Farooq was booked under PSA while leading a pro-freedom march near Shikargah, Hokersar on June 28 this year. Hurriyat (G) Chairman Syed Ali Geelani had called for “Sopore Chalo” on June 28.

In the grounds of detention, Chota Geelani has been accused of instigating “gullible youth from Bemina and Parimpora” and leading them towards Sopore on June 28.  In the rally led by ‘Chota Geelani’, scores of youth and police men were injured after the clashes erupted on Srinagar-Muzaffarabad Highway.

It was during this protest rally that Mir was arrested by police and booked in FIR No 159/2010 by Police Station Parimpora under sections 148, 149, 336, 341, 353, 427, 307, 435 and 120-B RPC. Subsequently he was booked under PSA vide order No. DMS/PSA/31/2010 on July 9 by District Magistrate Srinagar and sent to sub-jail Hiranagar.

The PSA detention order identified him as one of the leading figures in organizing violent protests in Parimpora area. “Farooq alias Chota Geelani along with his associates on every available opportunity appeared in Parimpora area and resorted to stone pelting, forcing shopkeepers to close their business establishments, halting traffic movement and attacking police and security forces,” the order read. He has now challenged his detention under PSA through a habeas corpus petition before the High Court.

· MINOR BOOKED ON STONE PELTING CHARGES

POLICE DENIES RELEASE DESPITE COURT ORDERS

Nov 16: In brazen contravention to assurances by New Delhi and the state government about release of student prisoners, a minor ninth class student, Harris Rasheed Langoo from Malik Sahab Hawal has been arrested for alleged involvement in stone pelting. The detention has already cost 15 year old Harris an academic year and Eid celebrations to his family despite their untiring efforts to get him released at least for appearing in the examinations. 

Harris was arrested from outside his house early this month. He was detained at Nowhatta police station and the family was not allowed to take him when they came seeking his release in the evening. “Stone pelting was going on in the area on that day. He (Harris) was outside when he was first beaten up and taken away in a Gypsy by police. When the family learned about it, they straight away went to the police station to seek his release but it was refused categorically,” sources told media. 

“Harris had been booked on charges of stone pelting under RPC sections 307, 120, 148, 314 and others. The family was told that he will be booked under PSA and taken to Doda,” they said.

Harris’s examination was just going and he was yet to appear in two papers. So the worst fear family faced was that he may lose the academic year to the arrest. Prior to the examination, the family went to Standard public school, of which Harris was a student, and got a letter from the administration.

“In the letter the administration mentioned that he was a ninth class student and has to appear in two papers,” they said.

· AI CALLS FOR RELEASE OF 14-YEAR-OLD KASHMIRI

Nov 18: Amnesty International has urged authorities in the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir to release a 14-year-old child who has been detained without charge or trial for seven months, for allegedly taking part in anti-government protests. The authorities claim that Mushtaq Ahmad Sheikh was part of a large crowd which threw stones at police and security forces in the state capital Srinagar in April, as part of the ongoing unrest in Kashmir.

Police say that Mushtaq Ahmad Sheikh is 19-years-old but his family claim that he was born in 1996 and is 14-years-old. Prison records reportedly confirm that he is a child. "Mushtaq Ahmad Sheikh must either be charged with a recognizable criminal offence or released immediately," said Sam Zarifi, Amnesty International's Asia-Pacific Director in a statement.

"If he is charged, he should be treated in accordance with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, held and tried in special facilities for children." Mushtaq Ahmad Sheikh was first arrested in Srinagar on 9 April. He was released on bail after eight days in custody and rearrested on 21 April. His family was not officially told that he had been detained but found out about it through a local resident.

Initially held at Udhampur Jail, Mushtaq Ahmad Sheikh is now held at Kot Bhalwal Jail in Jammu. Both prisons do not have special facilities for detaining children. Prison Conditions in Jammu are harsh with limited health care.

In May, Amnesty International raised Mushtaq Ahmad Sheikh's detention at a meeting with the Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir and the State Human Rights Commission. To date, despite their assurances, nothing appears to have been done. 

· AHEAD OF EID, GOVT RELEASES 14 DETAINEES

Nov 15: The Public Safety Act (PSA) review committee which met under the chairmanship of Principal Secretary Home, B R Sharma decided to revoke the PSA in case of 14 detenues who were arrested during the past few months, an official spokesman said.   

 The released detenues were: Bashir Ahmad Sheikh son of  Ghulam Muhammad Sheikh of Zainakoot Srinagar, Ishfaq Ahmad Bhat son of Muhammad Ramzan Bhat of Guripora Khushki Rainawari, Srinagar, Ghulam Hassan War son of  Abdul Samad War of Tiploo Mohalla Anchar, Manzoor Ahmad Tiploo son of  Ghulam Nabi Tiploo of Anchar, Srinagar, Bashir Ahmad Wani son of  Abdul Khaliq of Muqam Shah Wali, Kupwara, Muhammad Younis Bhat son of Haji Ghulam Nabi Bhat of Beerwah, Budgam, Ghulam Muhammad Bhat son of Mehda Bhat of Ichgam,Budgam, Arif Ahmad Mir, son of Ghulam Ahmad Mir of Soibugh, Budgam, Showkat Ahmad Malik son of  Abdul Gani Malik of Check Mohalla Soibugh, Budgam, Fayaz Ahmad Bhat, son of  late Muhammad Subhan Bhat of Kremshorea Khan-Sahib, Budgam, Asif Ali Qazi son of Ali Muhammad Qazi of Gojwara, Ghulam Hassan Wagay son of Abdul Wahab Wagay of Nandimarg,Kulgam, Muhammad Ashraf Khan son of Ghulam Muhammad of Tangpawa, Achabal Anantnag and Javid Ahmad Pathan son of late Muhammad Shafi of Reshi Bazar Islamabad (Anantnag).

SIKHS ACCUSE ARMY OF HARASSMENT

POLICE FILES FIR, INQUIRY ON

Nov 6: Massive protests erupted in Anantnag against Army following alleged harassment of the members of minority Sikh community in Hutmaraha village last night. Police has registered a case against “unknown persons” and initiated inquiry into the case.

According to eyewitnesses, panic gripped Hutmaraha village of Mattan last night when about a dozen troopers belonging to Army’s 3 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) appeared in the village in a Tata Sumo. The Army men, eyewitnesses said, knocked at the doors of the Sikh community members and asked them to come out of their houses. However, the community members refused to obey them and instead raised an alarm.

Within minutes, eyewitnesses said, hundreds of men, women and children of the community carrying swords and Kirpans came out on the Khanabal-Pahalgam road and chased away the Army men. They informed the Mattan police and the civil administration. The Sumo (JKO3A 3077) in which the troopers were travelling was also seized and its driver arrested.

Only 11 households, all from the Sikh community, reside on the K.P road area of Hutmaraha village while the rest reside in the interior area. 

Narrating the incident, Pupinder Singh, on whose residence the army men first knocked, said, “The Army men appeared in the village at around 7:30 pm on Nov 5 and knocked at our main gate. My wife who was in the compound of the house was asked to open the door. But when she refused they enquired if there was any male member in our house. When she refused to open the door, they left and started knocking at the doors of our other neighboring houses.”

The Army men, according to the eyewitnesses, later knocked at the doors of four other houses including that of Jeet Singh, Jarnail Singh, Deedar Singh and Jagjeet Singh and also tried to force their entry through the back side.

“The army men asked us to come out of the houses. When we refused, they pelted stones,” said a resident, Jagjeet Singh. He said that they informed their fellow Sikh community members residing in the interiors of the village and also the local police on phone who reached the spot. Though the troops fled from the spot but the locals managed to catch hold of the Sumo driver along with his vehicle and handed him over to the police.

Jeet Singh, another local, said that after fleeing from the village, the Army men reappeared and threatened the community members in front of a senior police official. He said had the top police brass and civil administration not reached the spot, things could have turned ugly. The incident happened hours before the arrival of United States President, Barrack Obama, in India.

This morning hundreds of Sikhs from many Mattan villages assembled near local Gurduwara in Hutmaraha and staged demonstrations. They were shouting pro-freedom and anti-government slogans. The protesters blocked the Khanabal-Pahalgam Road at Mattan by erecting barricades. Later, the local Muslims also joined the protests. Many Sikh leaders reached the village and addressed the gathering.

Talking to media, Secretary Gurduwara Prabandhak Committee, Kuldeep Singh said, “There is a probability that they (Army men) wanted to repeat Chattisinghpora massacre. But the Sikhs mustered courage and chased them away.” Kuldeep Singh appealed the Sikh community of the valley to maintain calm and maintain strong vigil.

Chairman of the Sikh Coordination Committee, Jagmohan Singh Raina, demanded a time-bound inquiry into the incident for exposing the elements behind this act. “We have taken up the matter with the Chief Minister and Union Home Minister. Whenever American President is on visit to India an atmosphere is created by various agencies to intimidate the minority Sikh community of the valley,” said Jagmohan adding that a sense of insecurity has crept into the community.

He appealed to the Sikh community to be cautious of the nefarious designs of various agencies who want to repeat Chattisingpora and wanted mass exodus of the minority community. Jagmohan demanded that the matter should be thoroughly probed and the elements behind the act exposed within a week.

Deputy Inspector General of Police (DIG), South Kashmir, Shafakat Ahmad Watali said, “A case has been registered in this regard and an enquiry will be conducted into the incident.” “An FIR no 400/ 2010 under Section 447,427 and 506 RPC has been registered,” said a police official.

“It can’t be coincidence that the community members in Islamabad (Anantnag) and Baramulla were harassed on the same pattern and at a time when US President is visiting the country,” says Sardar Surjeet Singh.

The President of Sharomani Akali Dal Kashmir, Janak Singh Sodhi, while talking to media said, “We seek the direct intervention of the Prime Minister into the incidents.”

“Sikhs of the valley are living in peace with the majority community and any attempt aimed to disturb the peaceful atmosphere between the two communities will not be allowed,” he said. 

KASHMIR CIVIL SOCIETY SEEKS OBAMA’S INTERVENTION

Nov 4: Accusing India of adopting a military approach to crush the inalienable right to self-determination of Kashmiris, the civil society of Kashmir led by noted human rights defender and co-conveyor of the International Peoples Tribunal on Human Rights and Justice in Kashmir, Dr Angana Chatterji sought the intervention of the US president Barrack Obama and international community to put an end to human rights violations in the Valley and pave way for resolution of the dispute. 

The civil society sent a memorandum ‘Present realities, transitions and resolution in Kashmir’ to Obama and humanitarian organizations urging them to initiate international and transparent investigations into the killings torture and unknown and mass graves which it said are constitutive of crimes against humanity allegedly committed by the military, paramilitary and police in the Valley. 

“On the eve of US president Barrack Obama’s visit to India, we want to assert that Indian state has implemented a deceptive peace plan without recognizing the dispute or taking consent or active participation of Kashmiri people, formulated resolution without reckoning loss and designated post conflict status without halting military rule in Kashmir,” Dr Angana Chatterji, who was flanked by members of the Kashmir’s civil society, told a news conference here. 

Dr Angana who is also the Professor Social and Cultural Anthropology California Institute of Integral Studies said the US should act responsibly in seeking access to India’s markets and attempting to repose their role in Afghanistan. “We ask that Obama should bring up Kashmir is his discussion with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. The United States should not compromise on the rights of Kashmiri people or regional peace and security concern in south Asia which act as deterrents to resolution of past partitions and current conflicts,” she said. 

Impressing upon India to end hostilities on Kashmiris, Dr Angana said it is high time to formally recognize the right of Kashmiris to determine their future. “In an attempt to convince the global community of its ability to practice power responsibly, the Indian state must practice accountability and atonement with respect to Kashmir. The negligence, indifference and callousness that has delayed the resolution of Kashmir continues to have serious repercussions on the day to day lives of Kashmiris. It has deferred their hope and prosperity as well as entitlements to rights, liberties and freedoms that are universally recognized as inalienable,” she said. 

On the ongoing movement in the Kashmir, she said, “Protests are indicative of civilian sentiments and responses to the sustained confinement of civil society by the India military and paramilitary forces since 1989 and attendant cycles of violence and the suppression of local demand for the right to self-determination since 1947.” 

She said though the Government of India recently called for creative solution to resolve the Kashmir problem. “However if we map the events inside the Kashmir, the approach of the Indian state has been and continues to be neo-imperial and aggressively militaristic. India deems (its part of) administered Kashmir to be an internal matter thus refusing transparency, international scrutiny and adherence to humanitarian laws of conflict and war. Besides the civil society in Kashmir remains under the authority of the hostile Army whose reach and power has been established and can be exercised,” she said. 

She said before the final resolution, India must enforce certain minimum pre-conditions to enable transitional and transformative processes of justice with relevant international oversight. This she said would lead to defining and implementing mechanisms of accountability, reckoning and reparation and resolution. 

“We ask India to respect the civil society and civil disobedience processes in Kashmir undertaken by diverse Kashmiri groups and people in preparation to move forward,” she said. 

Urging the international community including civil society and Governments of the European Union, Organization of Islamic Conference and China to support the Kashmir’s for implementation of UN resolutions on it. 

She said in order to ensure interim conditions that are facilitative of non-violent conflict resolution and enable ethical civil society participation, the Government of India and Jammu and Kashmir respectively besides the military, paramilitary and police be held accountable to a minimum agenda in Kashmir. 

In the memorandum which has been endorsed by the civil society of Kashmir, she has urged the international leadership and global civil society to impress upon India to immediately halt extra-judicial killings, torture, kidnappings, enforced disappearances in Kashmir being perpetuated by the troopers and police.   

The memorandum demands agreement to non-interference in exercise of civil liberties in Kashmir, including the right to civil disobedience and freedom of speech, movement, travel, assembly and religion, release of political prisoners, proactive demilitarization, revocation of authoritarian laws, establishment of protective mechanisms for victims, survivors and witnesses. 

Dr Angana said there must be transparent identification and dismantling of detention, torture centers including in Army camps. “We also want the establishment of the Truth and Justice Commission for political economic and psychological reparation, permitting spaces for acknowledging the culture in grief and the staggering corporeal and spiritual fatalities of the past two decades to imagine and energize local and civil society initiatives in order to heal and imagine a different future,” she said.

APDP SEEKS PROBE INTO MASS GRAVES, ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES IN KASHMIR

Nov 28: The Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) has sought probe into the mass graves and enforced disappearances in Kashmir. The demand was put forth by the parents by during a monthly protest here. They alleged that during last 5 months valley witnessed massive protests against the “unabated killings and violence by the state actors”.

 “It started with the news of exhumations of three young men of Nadihal, Rafiabad from unmarked graves at Kalaroos Kupwara, who were killed earlier in the month of April 2010 in a fake encounter at Machil Kupwara by army,” a statement released by association said.

“On 3rd December 2009 after the release of report Buried Evidence by International Peoples Tribunal for human rights and Justice in Indian Administered Kashmir (IPTK) in collaboration with Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP), the Chief Minister. Omar Abdullah gave an assurance to the press that his government would look into the allegations. It has been almost a year since then, and no probe has been ordered by the present government,” the statement added.

The statement said that APDP believes if government had taken the report on unmarked and nameless graves seriously and initiated an inquiry, probably it would have acted as a deterrent against the perpetrators, who executed three young men in a fake encounter at Machil this year. “Is the present government helpless or an accomplice? The crimes continue as the impunity persists. The impunity enjoyed by the perpetrators is not purely legal but moral and political as well,” APDP questions.

Terming the Machil fake encounter as forgotten case, the association has reminded the promises to the government as well as army. “The case of Machil fake encounter seems to be now a forgotten episode for government and the army, but for us as an organization of the family members of disappeared, the fight is against forgetfulness,” the Statement said adding that APDP believe in reminding those at the helm of affairs and society in general that injustice against us continues till justice is not done. 

“Our love for our disappeared family members and our urge to know the truth cannot be silenced by threats. Is our demand for independent and impartial investigation a threat to the security of the state? Why is government scared of truth? Why do people sitting in government appear courageous when they are out of power? What happens to their courage, honesty and promises immediately after coming into power? It might be convenient for the rulers to forget but for us it is the lives of our children and parents, whose absence we miss and mourn every day,” the statement added.

The association has alleged that in the past armed forces and civil administration has been rejecting our allegations, but by ridiculing our statements, truth cannot be buried and scars of injustice cannot be healed. Thus we urge the armed forces, Jammu and Kashmir government, and the government of India to shun the attitude of arrogance, suppression and denial, allow independent investigations. Let us know the truth, however unpalatable. In a civilized world there is no place for enforced disappearances, mass graves, custodial torture and fake encounters.

“Justice is never compromised. Truth is never buried. Lies are never sustained. The struggle of the APDP cannot be exhausted or defeated as it is driven by the principles of justice and love of our disappeared family members, whose memories can never be taken away from us. Truth shall overcome,” the statement read. 
KBA RELEASES JAIL VISIT REPORT

Nov 3: Kashmir Bar Association (KBA) released its annual jail visit report. The Bar team comprising vice-president Aijaz Bedar, Arshid Andrabi, Shabir Ahmad Bhat and Navid Ahmad Mir visited Central Jail Srinagar on October 4 and Kotbalwal Jail on October 15. The report has highlighted various problems being faced by the detainees. On medical aid, the report states that there is inadequate or no legal aid available to the inmates in various jails.

 “The inmates detained under PSA and other preventive laws are huddled up along with ordinary criminals who are frequent visitors to jails. This has an effect on their personalities and they are practically being treated at par with criminals or condemned prisoners. This in not only a violation of the Prisons Act, Prisoners Act and other such laws but against the instructions contained in the Manual of Superintendence of Jails in J&K, besides the law laid down by the High Court and the Supreme Court,” the report reads.

 “It has been observed in majority of the cases that the detainees are held under various orders passed by the authorities under J&K Public Safety Act 1978 who exercise their authority and discretion arbitrarily at the behest of the police and the ruling regime at a particular point of time. The persons with political ideas inimical to the regime are picked up from their homes or localities and locked up in the first instance in police stations and interrogation centers for long periods of time for which there is no accountability,” the Bar report adds.

 It is apparent that such detentions are aimed at denying them the constitutional safeguards which provide that no person who is arrested shall be detained in custody without being informed, as soon as may, of the grounds for such arrest nor shall he be denied right to consult, and to be defended by, a legal practitioner of his choice, the report adds.

 Regarding ‘lodgment and custody’, the KBA in its report has said that the choice of lodgment of a detenue is exercised by police and magistrate ‘arbitrarily’ without following any criteria or well defined policy.

 “Srinagar Central Jail is the designated prison for all prisoners and detainees belonging to Kashmir division as per the provisions of jail manual referred to in Chapter XVII. The prisoners and detainees from various districts are to be lodged in their respective district jails. The rationale of sending the prisoners and detainees from Kashmir division to Jammu region appears only on political and extraneous considerations,” the Bar report reads.

 It has added that inmates in Kotbalwal Jail reported that in some barracks the detainees from Kashmir division held under PSA are made to work compulsorily in place of condemned prisoners from Jammu region and they are assigned such jobs like grass cutting etc under duress. Other inmates reported that they have to remain huddled in barrack for 22 hours and were let off only between 4 AM to 6 AM into the inner compounds, the report reveals.

 On ration and food, the Bar reports reads the quality of food is often reported to be poor and the prisoners have to be satisfied with this kind of food only as their strikes and hunger strikes have been crushed, punished with iron hands several times.

 About medical facilities, the Bar report reads that there are no adequate medical facilities available to the inmates. They are forced to eat the food to which they are not used to, live in a climate they are not accustomed to and have to live in an congested unhygienic and unhealthy environment.

 Concluding its report, the KBA has said that the prison management needs a thorough change and the Jail Manual and Prison Act needs thorough updating to meet the challenges of the present day international standards.

 “The jail authorities should consider themselves only as custodians and protectors of the rights of the unfortunate fellow human beings who are sent to their custody for some time. Due respect of human dignity and human rights should be ensured and professional bodies like Bar Associations, Red Cross, social welfare and charitable organizations should be encouraged to provide help to the inmates,” the report suggests.

DESPITE DIRECTIONS FROM CM, YOUTH DENIED PASSPORT

Nov 6: He claims his rights as a citizen has been violated and says that government has denied him passport repeatedly. Aijaz Ahmad War (31), the brother of separatist leader Hilal War despite directions from Chief Minister Omar Abdullah has not received his passport till date. 

In this regard War this week approached the High Court with a writ petition and court has issued notices to the State Government and the passport authorities’ returnable within two weeks.  War applied for a passport in February 2008. However his request was delayed due an adverse police report against him, which mentioned that though there is nothing criminal against him, but he is the brother of a separatist leader.

 Aijaz then approached Chief Minister of the State with a representation, who in turn directed the Additional Director General of Police CID for immediate actions per existing policy and also directed him to intimate the action taken in the matter.

 “However, nothing happened in the matter. As a consequence, thereof the petitioner approached different authorities and also asked for a report under RTI Act. A letter was communicated  to the Chief Minister on January 09, 2010 , which was responded by the CID, wherein it was submitted that  that the report has already  been submitted to the Police Headquarters and another copy communicated with the said letter”, the petition filed by Ajaz through his counsel before HC reads.

Finally, according to the petition, the Public Information Officer, Police Headquarters, J&K Srinagar communicated to the petitioner vide letter NO. Legal/RTI-45/2010/12070 dated August 07, 2010 that the issuance of the passport to the petitioner is denied as per the existing guidelines.

 Justice Hasnain Masoodi, before who the petition of Ajaz War came up for hearing this week, while admitting the petition, issued notices to the state Government through Commissioner Home Department, IG Police (CID/CIK) J&K, SSP (PHQ), Secretary Home affairs, New Delhi and Passport Officer, Srinagar.

 The court directed that the respondents must file their objections, if any, within two weeks, after Senior Additional advocate General A.M.Magray representing the state and Assistant Solicitor General S.A.Makru representing Union of India accepted notices on behalf of their respondents in the open court.

INDIA’S FIRST POTA CASE DISMISSED AFTER 9 YEARS

SGR COURT ACQUITS ALL 6 ACCUSED; ONE DIED DURING TRIAL

Nov 13: After nearly nine years of rigorous trial, a court in Srinagar acquitted all the six persons, who were booked under POTA in November 2001 by the State government and had become the first victims of the tough anti-terrorism law passed by then BJP-led NDA government.

Dar along with  other Manzoor Ahmad Mir of Lolab Kupwara, Bashir Ahmad Mangroo of Zampa Kadal Srinagar, Nazir Ahmad Dar of Baghat Barzulla, Jan Mohammad Najar of Alandar Colony, Lal Bazar and Ghulam Hassan Najar were subsequently booked in case FIR No 218/2001 in Police station Safakadal under section 3/4,21/22 POTA, 3/5 E.S.Act, 120-B, 121, 212 RPC, 10 Cr.L.A Act, and 7/25 I A Act and challan was produced before the TADA/POTA Court in Srinagar.

 “The accused are acquitted of all the allegations leveled against them. Their bail and personal bonds stand discharged. Seized arms and ammunition stand released in favour of the state after appeal period”, Court of Additional Judge, TADA/ POTA, Inder Singh said while ordering acquittal of the accused and dismissal of the case.

TROOPERS ON POACHING SPREE IN NORTH

ARMY ASSURES INVESTIGATIONS

Nov 15: Concerned over the armed poaching of wild animals in the valley, the wildlife conservationists and wildlife department have sought immediate attention to control the “militarized poaching” rampant in North Kashmir’s Bandipora and Kupwara district. The killing of wildlife animals by the troopers in theses districts have worried the conservationists and wildlife activists. Army promised investigation and punishment to guilty.

Conservationists alleged that the troopers are acting like poachers and are killing wild animals without any reason here in the strife torn Valley of Kashmir and during the previous twenty years of conflict troopers have been found killing hundreds of wild animals including some species nearing extinction like Musk Deer.  

While expressing deep concern over the a senior wild life conversation said that “immense monetary value of animal organs, greed and a breakdown in law and order are driving illegal hunting which has attracted armed forces in these districts.”  The armed poaching has affected the species which are nearing extinction, this problem is big and losses are very high. This needs immediate attention of central as well as state government, he added.  “The destruction of wildlife by the armed forces is alarming and the wildlife habitat in almost all border areas is under threat as armed forces and wired barricades in forests have bifurcated the habitats thus affecting animals,” conservationists said. 

 They alleged that armed forces with assault rifles hi-tech communication and other equipments, troopers in Kashmir are now acting as commercial poachers, targeting Muskdeers, Snow leopards and other wild animals. “Troopers are killing wild animals like Muskdeers, Leopards and Bear skins and other valuable body organs,” they said, adding that militarization had an adverse affect not only on human population but on the wildlife too.

 Locals in the two border districts of Kupwara, and Bandipora said that it is an organized syndicate in which troopers in nexus with local poachers and shepherds are killing wild animals for the monetary benefits.

 “Army in nexus with local poachers are killing wild animals and then sell their skin and other valuable body parts in other parts of India” said Khan Ishaq of Gurez Bandipora, adding that troopers have banned the movement in various border areas and are killing animals along with locals poachers.

 Areas hardest hit by poaching include Kupwara, Uri, Machil, Gurez, Bandipora and Lolab Kalroos in Northern Parts of the valley. “Nobody is policing Army and local poachers in high places like Gurez,” said a senior Forest officer posted in Gurez sector. “Army is freely killing musk-deers in Gurez and nobody is there to control as the area where militarized poaching is rampant, people as well as wildlife officers are not allowed to enter,” the officer added.

  
A senior official of wild life department expressed deep concern over the militarized poaching. Wildlife warden North said, “The department is informing concerned higher quarters time to time about the armed poaching.”

 ”Last year in Kupwara, we reported poaching by BSF in Kupwara. We informed the SSP and DDC but no action was taken,” the official said adding that “Armed forces in various border districts are killing wild animals in nexus with local shepherds and poachers”. “Troopers have disturbed the habitat by erecting wired barricades in forests which is affecting badly the wildlife,” he said.

 The senior official said that the army did not want them to venture in the areas. “It is prohibited, army tells us,” said the official. PRO defence in Srinagar expressed concern over the issue and promised investigation. “We promise an investigation and guilty will be punished,” he said.

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS
· KASHMIR UNREST PAINFUL: SONIA

Nov 2: Observing that a “new situation” has emerged in Jammu and Kashmir, Congress President Sonia Gandhi described the recent unrest in the state as “painful” and appealed to all “dissatisfied” sections to give peace a chance so that their future could be built.

“We are faced with a new situation in Jammu and Kashmir. The events of the last few months were painful,” Gandhi said addressing the AICC session in New Delhi. She said the government was keen on a “meaningful political dialogue” with all political parties and regions of the state for which the interlocutors have been appointed.

Gandhi expressed anguish at the loss of young lives in Kashmir. “I share their grief. Their loss is national loss. The whole generation has seen nothing but violence and conflict,” she said.

· 'CAN’T REVOKE AFSPA IN ONE SHOT'

ARMY CAN STEP IN EVEN AFTER ACT IS WITHDRAWN: OMAR

Nov 7: J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah feels the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) can be withdrawn from some areas in the state with a rider that the army could step in again if the situation so warranted.

 
“I think the time has come where we can start to objectively look at areas from where the AFSPA can be removed with the understanding that if there is a situation requiring the Army to intervene, we can make a temporary sort of return to that,” Omar said.

 Seeking to reduce the footprint of security personnel in the Valley, Omar said the state government has started moving back the forces and the recent dismantling of 16 bunkers in Srinagar was a first step.  “We hope to continue until we reach a level where the visible presence is greatly reduced,” he said.

“It is in those areas that we are contemplating withdrawing the Disturbed Areas Act which will then automatically mean that the AFSPA does not apply there,” the Chief Minister said.

 He said he has set up two small committees for Srinagar and Jammu respectively comprising Director General of Police Kuldeep Khoda and Home Secretary B R Sharma besides Corps Commander of Srinagar-based 15 Corps and Corps Commander of Nagrota-based 16 Corps to review the issue.

· NO MIGRANT FAMILY RETURNED TO VALLEY: GOI

Nov 9: The Government of India said that no migrant family has returned to the Kashmir valley. “No family (migrant) has returned to the Valley and it is not possible to indicate any time line for the same,” Minister of State for Home Ajay Maken said in a written reply to Lok Sabha.

Maken said nearly 59,000 families are reported to have migrated from Kashmir following the outbreak of militancy in the 1990s and none of them has returned to the Valley till now.

“Due to the onset of militancy in the 1990’s, 58,697 families are reported to have migrated from the Valley and are temporarily settled in Jammu, Delhi and other parts of the country,” he said.

Giving details of the various measures taken for rehabilitation of Kashmiri migrants, he said 200 flats have been constructed at Sheikhpora in Budgam district. Two model clusters in Mattan and Kheer Bhavani containing temporary shelters for Kashmiri migrants have 18 flats and 100 one-room tenements respectively, Maken said. 

· 500 MILITANTS ACTIVE IN JK: KULDEEP KHODA

‘60 YOUTH DETAINED UNDER PSA’

Nov 10: State police chief Kuldeep Khoda said that around 500 militants were active in Jammu and Kashmir. “Our reports suggest that there should be around 500 militants active in the entire state. Around 200 odd militants are active in Jammu region while their range in Kashmir is around 300,” Khoda told media after declaring open the ‘Police Youth Promotional Cricket Cup’ at Jammu University Ground here.

He said the forces have been asked to be vigilant and work in coordination to deal effectively with all such threats. Khoda said around 60 youth have been detained under Public Safety Act (PSA) during the recent unrest across Kashmir.

· 475 SPOs KILLED IN 20 YEARS

KIN STILL AWAIT COMPENSATORY JOBS

Nov 15: The alleged apathy of the state government towards Special Police Officers (SPOs) has reportedly resulted in their recycling into militancy and frequent recourse to other unlawful activities.  Police authorities, however, feign ignorance on the issue. 

According to sources within SPO ranks, most of those who have or are in the process of recycling have been former militants or have some connections with militancy. They said more than 500 SPOs have been killed from the last 20 years in militancy related incidents in the State.

“ The government’s apathy for the last more than 15 years has compelled our colleagues to follow two paths- either to rejoin militant ranks or indulge in anti-law activities to fulfill daily needs of their families,” said a group of SPOs serving the Jammu and Kashmir Police department since early nineties.

In terms of J&K Compassionate Appointment Rules, 1994, eligible family member of an SPO, who dies in militant action, is entitled to compassionate appointment vide SRO 43. In recent Legislative Assembly session, government admitted that 475 SPOs have been killed in militancy related incidents in the state upto October 2 this year, but for the last almost 20 years not a single appointment has been made in such case.

SPOs are paid a meagre monthly wage ranging from 1500 to 3000 rupees. Besides, the slain SPOs are not remembered on commemoration day and other such occasions. “Our services are not considered as regular employment for any legal purposes. Our deployment, in theory, is under the supervision of the state police, but in practice we on our own form a loosely structured armed force,” the SPOs said.

“Our 500 colleagues have laid down their lives during counter militancy operations and still no proper benefit has been given to us,” they complained. However, police authorities denied having any information about the recycling of SPOs into militancy. 

Talking to media, AIGP Jammu and Kashmir, N D Wani said, “We have absolutely no information about the recycling of SPOs into militancy. There may be some individual cases somewhere but I don’t think low wages would be the reason.” 

“Till now the compassionate appointment was under the purview of District Development Commissioners, but the government recently ordered transfer of such cases to police department. All the genuine cases are under examination plus the areas where compassionate appointees can be absorbed are also being identified,” Wani said.  He however, admitted that no member among the families of 475 SPOs killed so far have been provided a government job. 

Regarding commemoration of SOPs, AIGP said,” SPOS are not permanent employees so there is no such provision for them. But the SPOs who perform their duties exceptionally well get a preference in CRPF, BSF and general recruitment of JKP.” 

Jammu and Kashmir was the first state in India to deploy SPOs in 1990s. SPOs were recruited by the state on a temporary basis, trained to use weapons and deployed to carry out combat operations in a limited territory, often within a district. The training offered to the SPOs lasted less than a month and is limited in learning how to set up an ambush, fire a weapon and some basic physical exercise. As the allegations of human rights violations against the SPOs increased, and their deployment proved non-manageable, the government terminated the programme in April 2008.

· 426 MILITANTS TRIED TO ENTER JK IN 2010: ANTONY

Nov 15: As many as 426 militants attempted to cross over to this side of Jammu and Kashmir this year while 37 militants were killed by the armed forces, government told Lok Sabha. In a written reply, Defence Minister, A K Antony said in the last three years, 1,253 militants tried to cross over into the J&K and 168 militants were killed.  “The Army also suffered 37 fatal causalities in the same period,” he said.

 Giving a break-up of the infiltration attempts in three years, Antony said 342 militant tried to infiltrate in 2008, while in 2009 such attempts increased to 485. Till September this year, 426 of them had tried to enter the state, he said.  He said the Army suffered 30 causalities in 2008 and 2009 whereas the figure had come down to seven personnel till September this year. 

· AFSPA REVOCATION IMPERATIVE: NC

‘ARMY CHIEF’S REMARKS UNNECESSARY’

Nov 23: The ruling National Conference said the withdrawal of the special powers to the army was the need of hour. Interacting with a two-member team of Canadian envoys, currently on a visit to the Valley, senior NC leader, Dr Mustafa Kamal said since the militancy was on decline in the state, the withdrawal of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) was the “need of the hour.”

Kamal, uncle of Chief Minister Omar Abdullah also took the army chief head on for his statements on AFSPA, calling it “unnecessary”. “The statements by army chief, Gen VK Singh are unnecessary rather than apt,” a NC spokesman quoted Kamal as having conveyed to the visiting envoys— Counselors and Head Political and Economic Program at the Canadian High Commission in New Delhi, Julia G Bentley and Senior Political and Economic Analyst at the High Commission Madhusri Das.

· 1000 CRPF MEN, 10 MORE BUNKERS TO GO

Nov 25: Jammu and Kashmir Government ordered withdrawal of nearly 1000 CRPF personnel from Srinagar city besides removal of 10 more bunkers as part of its peace initiative to make life easy for the people of the state. Chief Minister Omar Abdullah cleared the proposal after assessing the law and order situation in the Valley, which has seen a violent summer this year, official sources said.

According to the sources, 10 more bunkers will be removed from Srinagar city raising the number of bunkers removed to 26 since October five. 

A plan had been worked out by the local police with the CRPF in consultations with the security agencies for withdrawal of one battalion of the CRPF (1000 personnel) from the city, a move which is seen in tandem with the Chief Minister’s promise of reducing foot prints of security personnel in the civilian population if there was an improvement in the situation.

Earlier, as per the decision of the unified headquarters, 16 bunkers were removed. 

· GOVT EMPLOYEES INVOLVED IN PROTESTS: POLICE

‘LINKS BETWEEN HURRIYAT, LASHKAR’

Nov 26: The Inspector General of Police, Kashmir, S M Sahai said that 60 odd Government employees were arrested among the total 135 identified who took part in the recent protests. “Some seven employees were detained under PSA,” Sahai said. He said that police had sent recommendations about them to their respective departments. “We hope that disciplinary action will be taken against them," Sahai said while addressing a press conference at Police Control Room here.

He said the six months of unrest were not spontaneous but were masterminded by Lashkar-e-Toiba militant outfit. “The investigations reveal that agitation was increasingly a thoughtful plan carried out by Lashkar,” Sahai said. “We have exposed a module in Batamaloo area involved in the incidents of lobbying grenades. Its members were also notorious stone throwers.”

The IG said 18 grenades were recovered from the possession of four youth. During the course of investigation, he said the detained youth revealed that the module was formed by one Sajad Ahmad alias Shamas, a Lashkar militant located in Thanamandi area of Rajouri district. Similarly, he said there is nexus between Hurriyat and Lashkar. 

· MOVE ONLY TO CHECK ILLEGAL INFILTRATION: CM

Nov 27: Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said the rehabilitation policy approved by the state cabinet recently was actually aimed to check the illegal infiltration of those youth who are on the other side of the border and are adopting illegal routes to return to the state. 

               Addressing media in Udhampur, the chief minister asserted that the policy was never a “surrender” policy and is rather a rehabilitation measure. “It is not a surrender policy, but a rehabilitation policy for those who went across the border for arms training and are not willing now to return with guns. Such people used to come illegally through Nepal and other routes, and we could not maintain record of these people. To stop this thing, we framed this policy,” Omar said.

· POTA EFFECTIVE IN FIGHTING JK TERROR: FAROOQ

‘I WENT AGAINST MY CABINET TO IMPLEMENT POTA’

Nov 28: Union Minister and former Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Farooq Abdullah said that laws like the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA) would be effective in fighting terrorism. "During my chief minister ship, I implemented POTA going against my cabinet as it was the only option in fighting terror. But during the elections, the Opposition brought this up against me. But they did not realize that I did it in the interest of the nation," Farooq said.

· NO MILITANT IN SRINAGAR: IGP

Nov 29: Inspector General of Police, Kashmir, S M Sahai said there was no militant present in district Srinagar. He said the militants come from outside Srinagar to carry out attacks and then go back. “Most of the attacks which have been carried out in Srinagar point towards that,” Sahai said during a press conference at Police Control Room Srinagar. He, however, claimed that militants were consistently making efforts to enter Srinagar to carry out attacks. “But so far we have been able to keep them away,” 

Sahai said. He further said there were 150 militants active in north Kashmir.  

· AFSPA IN CITY WILL GO: OMAR

Nov 30: Hinting at removal of Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) from Srinagar, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said the situation was improving in Kashmir. “AFSPA may go from Srinagar and few more districts in near future. The government has already removed 25 CRPF bunkers in city. Many other bunkers in various districts will also be removed,” he said.

To a query about resolution of Kashmir, he said, “Kashmir was a political issue and needed a political resolution”. 

· ‘3000 ARRESTED DURING RECENT UNREST’:DGP

Nov 30: The DGP admitted that police had arrested 3040 persons during the recent agitation in Kashmir. “3040 persons had been arrested. As on November 22, there are only 29 of them in police custody, 12 in Judicial Custody besides 124 who have been detained under the Public Safety Act,” he said in response to a question.

EXPLOSIONS

· 2 MINORS WOUNDED

Nov 18: Two minors were wounded when a teargas shell they were fiddling with went off near Dulbagh Soura on city outskirts, locals said. Aqib, 5 and Akhter, 11 of Eidgah Saidapora suffered critical injuries in the explosion. 

· 10 INJURED IN MYSTERIOUS BIJBEHARA BLAST

Nov 21: At least 10 persons were injured in a mysterious explosion at Bijbehara-Anantnag. A statement issued by police claimed that blast was triggered when unidentified militants hurled a grenade towards a car. But SSP Anantnag told media persons that they are yet to ascertain the facts. 

One among the injured, who was referred to SMHS hospital, said the explosion occurred when security vehicles were moving on the road. He alleged that it was hurled by security men. The injured also alleged that the forces resorted to firing. However, the allegations were denied by police spokesman. He said the security men had no role in the blast. 

Police spokesman said, “Four persons sustained splinter injuries after some unidentified persons hurled a grenade on a Santro car JK13-A 8236. It said that all the four persons were shifted to SMHS hospital Srinagar where from one of the injured was referred to SKIMS.” SSP Anantnag Bashir Ahmad Khan said," We are yet to ascertain what has happened actually."

He said that the Santro car in which four persons were traveling suddenly caught fire near Bijbehara crossing on National Highway at around 3 PM "While driving the car I heard a slight shot behind and soon the vehicle caught fire. I parked the car on side and rescued my wife and children," SSP quoted the driver of the car as saying. 

He said that they are trying to ascertain how the vehicle caught fire and whether the shot the driver has heard was a sound of the grenade explosion or something else.

BMO Bijbehara Abdul Majid Mehrab told media that they received 10 persons with injuries. He said that almost all the injured were shifted to Srinagar hospitals. Doctors at DH Bijbehara identified some of the injured as  Suhail Ahmad Rather, Nisar Ahmad Sheikh, Javed Ahmad Parra, Aqib Gul Bhat, Abdul Jabar, Aruba Jan, Arshad Hussain and Nighat Jan.

Meanwhile, Urfat Jan, 7 daughter of Ashiq Hussain Bhat of Frisal, Kulgam who along with her mother was injured in grenade explosion succumbed to her injuries around 11:30 pm at SKIMS, Soura. She had an abdominal injury. There was bleeding from multiple perforations in her intestine,” Medical Superintendent SKIMS, Dr Syed Tabish said. “She was critical since. We tried hard. We operated upon her, but could not save her. She lost the battle for life”.

· 2 MINORS DIE, 1 HURT WHILE FIDDLING WITH EXPLOSIVES

Nov 25: Two children were killed and another injured in Machil when an explosive they were fiddling with exploded, a police spokesman said. Two brothers identified as Zakir Hussian, 14, and Mudasir Hussian, 7, sons of Ghulam Mohammad Sheikh of village Chontiwara, Machil in district Kupwara, lost their lives, while fiddling with some explosive substance, which they had found in a nearby field. The Explosive substance exploded suddenly causing their on spot death and splinter injuries to a 9-year-old girl child Gulshan Bano.The injured has been hospitalized.

SUICIDES/ FRATRACIDIAL KILLINGS

· TROOPER ENDS LIFE

Nov 4: An army man allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle at Nowshera in Rajouri district, police said. Sepoy Mathu Ram, hailing from Karnataka and posted with 33 Rashtriya Rifles, shot himself dead with his service weapon at a forward post in Nowshera sector yesterday, they said.  However, the reason behind the extreme step is yet to be known, police said.

· SOLDIER ENDS LIFE

Nov 10: A soldier of 8 JAKLI rifles allegedly committed suicide at Bhaderwah in Doda district of Jammu, official sources said.

Constable Vikram Barman posted at Core Battle School; Bhalrah Bhaderwah shot himself dead with his service riffle yesterday. On hearing the gun shot, his colleagues rushed to the spot and found him lying in the pool of blood, they added. Sources said Army had ordered a court of Inquiry into the incident. 

· JAWAN COMMITS SUICIDE

Nov 22: An army Jawan allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his INSAS rifle in an army camp at Nowshera area in Rajouri district. “Identified as Sepoy Nakul Kumar, 23, son of Brahma Singh, resident of village Mikhyali, tehsil Muzaffarnagar, New Mandi Uttar Pradesh, who was posted with 162 Field Regiment in Nowshera Sector last night allegedly shot himself and ended his life,” police said, adding that he pumped two bullets in his chest, close to the heart, from his service rifle .

After hearing gunshots, his colleagues rushed to the spot and took him to a hospital, where he was declared brought dead, police said.  After conducting post mortem the body has been sent to his native place Muzaffarnagar in UP for last rites, they said, adding that inquest proceedings under section 174 CrPc has been initiated in this connection. Army has ordered a court of inquiry into the incident.

KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER -2010

	DATE
	SOLDIERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	Nov 01
	-
	4
	-
	-

	Nov 02
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Nov 03
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 04
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 05
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 06
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 07
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 08
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Nov 09
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 10
	2
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 11
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Nov 12
	1
	1
	-
	1(NC Activist)

	Nov 13
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 14
	-
	2
	-
	2(dead bodies)

	Nov 15
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 16
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 17
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 18
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 19
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 20
	-
	2
	-
	1(Former militant)

	Nov 21
	-
	-
	2
	-

	Nov 22
	1
	-
	1
	-

	Nov 23
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 25
	-
	3
	2
	-

	Nov 26
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 27
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Nov 28
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Nov 29
	1
	3
	3
	-

	Nov 30
	-
	-
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	7
	23
	9
	4

	                                                                       IN TOTAL
	42 Killings


	Date
	Custodial and Extra judicial Killings
	Women Killed
	Children Killed
	Alleged Disappearances

	11 Nov 
	-
	-
	1
	-

	21 Nov 
	-
	1
	1
	-

	22 Nov 
	-
	1
	-
	-

	25 Nov 
	-
	-
	2
	-

	TOTAL
	0
	2
	4
	0



CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS

Nov 1: Police claimed to have killed two Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) militants at Frisal in Kulgam. One of slain militants identified as Abu Hufaiza Hussain alias Mahi hails from Pakistan while the other was a local identified as Saleem Ganai alias Faisal S/o Muhammad Yousuf Ganai of Haft Shermal, Shopian. In another encounter, two militants were killed when troops confronted them at Bhawan forests in Zachaldara area of Handwara. Their identity and affiliation could not be ascertained.

Nov 2: District commander of Lashker-e-Toiba was among two militants killed in an encounter with joint team of police and army in Shopian district of South Kashmir. The slain militants have been identified as LeT’s Gowhar Ganie of Heff Shermal and Mudasir Bhat of Yamrach Kulgam. Around 17 people were injured in police action in the Valley.

Nov 3: An army man allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle at Nowshera in Rajouri district. The deceased has been identified as Sepoy Mathu Ram, hailing from Karnataka and posted with 33 Rashtriya Rifles. Meanwhile, protests broke out in several areas of Valley.  The youth protested against the arrest of at least a dozen youth who were picked up by police during overnight raids.
Nov 4: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Nov 5: Around 8 people were injured in police action in different parts of the valley.

Nov 6: A youth was shot by a rubber bullet in face during clashes in Sopore town. A rubber bullet hit Muhammad Saleem of Mohalla Taliyan in face and he was referred to Srinagar for treatment. A youth lost an eye after being hit allegedly by pellet fire during clashes in Sopore. Right eye and part of cheek of a youth Wasim Ahmad were damaged after being allegedly hit by a pellet fire. He has been shifted to a Srinagar hospital for specialized treatment. Meanwhile, people raised pro-freedom demonstrations in different parts of the valley.

Nov 7: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Nov 8:  Though army claimed to have killed two militants in one encounter in Tangdhar sector of frontier district of Kupwara, police said that the militants were killed in two different encounters at LoC. Army claimed to have foiled an infiltration bid in Tangdhar area of district Kupwara by killing two unidentified militants. However, Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of police North Kashmir Muneer Ahmad Khan told media that the two militants were killed in two different encounters. “One militant was killed in Tangdhar and another one was killed in Farkein area of Keran Sector,” Khan said, adding that the search operations at both places were going on.

Nov 9: A soldier of 8 JAKLI rifles allegedly committed suicide at Bhaderwah in Doda district of Jammu. The deceased has been identified as Constable Vikram Barman posted at Core Battle School; Bhalrah Bhaderwah. Army had ordered a court of Inquiry into the incident. Meanwhile, a 33 year old man, Bilal Ahmad of old city Srinagar, was injured in police firing. Bilal was hit in the right thigh and was immediately shifted to the district hospital. However, the doctors referred him to Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) where he was being operated.

Nov 10: Unidentified gunmen shot at and killed two paramilitary CRPF troopers in a busy market of north Kashmir’s Pattan area. The deceased CRPF men have been identified as Hawaldar Om Prakash and Balram Teja. Both of them belonged to 154 Battalion B company of CRPF. Meanwhile, six persons including two cops were injured in the day long clashes in Baramulla town. 

Nov 11:  Arif Ahmad Bhat, 14 son of Javaid Ahmad Bhat of Chinkral Mohalla Habba Kadal Srinagar who was injured after he was hit by a police tear gas canister on his head in 2009 in the Shopian agitation and remained in coma from then onwards succumbed to his injuries. Meanwhile, following yesterday’s shootout in north Kashmir’s Pattan town in which two CRPF personnel were killed, at least 20 persons were injured when troopers and police allegedly went on a beating spree in the area.

Nov 12: One militant and a Special Operations Group personnel of police were killed in a gunfight on the outskirts of Sopore town in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district. The deceased SOG cop has been identified as Muhammad Rafiq bearing belt number 363/JKAP. The slain militant as identified as Manzoor Ahmed Khan alias Burhan of Sangrama Sopore. Meanwhile, an activist of ruling National Conference was shot dead by gunmen in Shopian district of south Kashmir. Ghulam Muhammad Rather alias Kanna of Litter, Pulwama was shot by unidentified pistol-borne men at Aglar village. In another incident, around 4 people were injured in police action in Baramulla.

Nov 13: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Nov 14: Army claimed to have foiled an infiltration bid by killing two militants near the Line of Control (LoC) in Mendhar tehsil of bordering Poonch district. Meanwhile, police said that it recovered bodies of two siblings from Sangri forests in north Kashmir Baramulla.  The deceased were identified as Altaf Hussain and Abid Ahmad sons of Muhammad Hussain Khan of Sangri. The duo had gone to the forest along with two others on Saturday night (Nov 13) and their bodies were recovered this evening near Cheradari Nallah.

Nov 15: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Nov 16: At least a dozen persons were injured in police action in Sopore when people protested against the arrest of a street vendor identified as Firdous Ahmad Sheikh, a resident of Jalalabad, Sopore.
Nov 17: Scores of people took to the streets in different parts of the valley after Eid congregation prayers and staged pro-freedom demonstrations.
Nov 18: Two minors were wounded when a teargas shell they were fiddling with went off near Dulbagh Soura on city outskirts. The injured children have been identified as Aqib, 5 and Akhter, 11 of Eidgah Saidapora.

Nov 19: Eleven persons were injured when Police and security forces allegedly opened fire on protestors at Pulwama and Baramulla, Nowhatta, Galwanpora and Magarmal Bagh. One person Nazir Ahmad Rather, 30 of Washbugh Pulwama received a bullet in injury in his leg. He was rushed to DH Pulwama where from the doctors referred him to Srinagar hospital. Eyewitnesses said Nazir was downing the shutter of his shop when the bullet hit him. 

Nov 20: A local youth of Keshwan area of Kishtwar district was killed who police claimed was a Lashkar-e-Toiba operative. Locals alleged that the youth was killed in a fake encounter. The deceased has been identified as Muhammad Shafi Gujjar, son of Fazal Din Gujjar of Nagnigad Keshwan, a local farmer. In another incident, police claimed to have killed an unidentified militant in an encounter at Shalimar Colony in Sopore. Meanwhile, unidentified gunmen killed a former militant Showkat Ahmad Malik at Grawgund village in south Kashmir’s Pulwama area. Malik was earlier affiliated with Hizbul Mujahideen outfit and was released after he served his sentence. Meanwhile, around seventeen persons were injured in police action in different parts of the valley.

Nov 21: Mother of a Police cop identified as Qasim Din, involved in yesterday’s encounter in the forests of Nagnigad Keshwan, was killed after a group of Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) militants allegedly attacked his house at Pootinag Kishtwar. The deceased has been identified as Gorji, mother of Qasim Din. Meanwhile, Urfat Jan, 7 of daughter of Ashiq Hussain Bhat of Frisal, Kulgam who along with her mother was injured in grenade explosion in Bijbehara succumbed to her injuries around 11:30 pm at SKIMS, Soura. She had an abdominal injury. At least 10 persons were injured in a mysterious explosion at Bijbehara-Anantnag. Some of the injured have been identified as Suhail Ahmad Rather, Nisar Ahmad Sheikh, Javed Ahmad Parra, Aqib Gul Bhat, Abdul Jabar, Aruba Jan, Arshad Hussain and Nighat Jan.

Nov 22:  Unidentified men in uniform chased 20-year-old Suna-Begum wife of Muhammad Ishaq Khatana along with four girls when they were fetching water from a spring in Gujjar-nad village of Banihal in Ramban district. The woman slipped and sustained grave injuries. She was rushed to hospital for treatment. However, she died mid-way to the hospital. Meanwhile, an army Jawan allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his INSAS rifle in an army camp at Nowshera area in Rajouri district.  The deceased has been identified as Sepoy Nakul Kumar, 23, son of Brahma Singh, resident of village Mikhyali, tehsil Muzaffarnagar, New Mandi Uttar Pradesh, who was posted with 162 Field Regiment in Nowshera Sector. In another incident, a Special Police Officer (SPO) was injured when suspected militants attacked Army’s patrolling party in Surankote area of Poonch district. SPO Showkat Hussain was injured when suspected militants opened heavy fire upon a patrolling party of Army’s 25 Rashtriya Rifles and Special Operations Group (SOG) of police in Sani area of Surankote. 

Nov 23: Several protesters were injured in the clashes in Islamabad including one Abid Bhat son of Mohammad Ehsan Bhat of Akhran who reportedly received critical injuries in the clashes.

Nov 24: A Junior Commissioner Officer (JCO) was injured in exchange of fire between Army and militants along the Line of Control (LoC) in Balakote sector of Mendhar in Poonch district. The injured JCO has been identified as Naib Subedar, Shahji Memari of 5 Maratha Light Infantry (MLI). People from different parts of valley hold pro-freedom demonstrations against the human rights violations in Kashmir Valley. 

Nov 25: Two children were killed and another injured in Machil when an explosive they were fiddling with exploded. Two brothers identified as Zakir Hussian, 14, and Mudasir Hussian, 7, sons of Ghulam Mohammad Sheikh of village Chontiwara, Machil in district Kupwara, lost their lives, while fiddling with some explosive substance, which they had found in a nearby field. Meanwhile, three Lashkar-e-Toiba militants were killed and five troopers and a civilian injured in a fierce gunfight at Surankote in Poonch district. Two of the slain militants have been identified as Abu Abdul and Abu Usman.

Nov 26: After Friday prayers, protests erupted in Galwanpora Hyderpora, Batamaloo and Bandipora town. The police fired teargas canisters and baton charged the protesters forcing them to disperse.

Nov 27: Two unidentified militants of LeT were killed in an encounter in Handwara forests of frontier district of Kupwara. Meanwhile, Kashmir Valley observed shutdown following the Hurriyat (G) call to protest the arrest of youths and the alleged atrocities committed by the police and troops.

Nov 28:
Two militants were killed in a gunfight with troopers in Doda district. The slain militants have been identified as Tauseef Ahmed, 23, son of Mohammed Rafiq Bhat resident of Chilli and Imtiyaz Hussain, 28, son of Noor Mohammad resident of Tathal Bhatyas.

Nov 29: Police and army in a joint operation killed two militants of Lashkar-e-Toiba in Waderbala forests in Handwara. The slain militants have been identified as Abdul Rehman alias Naveed, Divisional Commander of Lashkar-e-Toiba North Kashmir and Abu Zarar alias Muslim Bhai, both Pakistani nationals. Meanwhile, four persons including three youth and a policeman were killed while one person sustained injuries during a brief shoot-out in busy Qamarwari Chowk. Police claimed that all the three killed youth were motorcycle-borne militants and had come to shoot policemen guarding the Chowk. The slain youth have been identified as Peerzada Arshad a B.A 1st year student of Degree College Bemina, son of Bashir Ahmad Peer of Alsafa Colony Sopore, Waseem Raja Guroo son of Abdul Rashid of Seer Jagir, Sopore and Zahoor Ahmad Hajam son of Ghulam Qadir of Bandipora. The deceased policeman has been identified as selection grade constable Muhammad Ashraf Shah having belt no. 1653/S of Lar, Ganderbal. The injured has been identified as Muhammad Maqbool of Panzinara

Nov 30: Protests against the killing of three youth at Qamarwari were witnessed in different parts of the city.

WOMEN /CHILDREN KILLED


Nov 11:  Arif Ahmad Bhat, 14 son of Javaid Ahmad Bhat of Chinkral Mohalla Habba Kadal Srinagar who was injured after he was hit by a police tear gas canister on his head in 2009 in the Shopian agitation and remained in coma from then onwards succumbed to his injuries.





Nov 21: Urfat Jan, 7 of Arwani Bijbehara who along with her mother was injured in grenade explosion succumbed to her injuries around 11:30 pm at SKIMS, Soura. She had an abdominal injury. There was bleeding from multiple perforations in her intestine,” Medical Superintendent SKIMS, Dr Syed Tabish said. “She was critical since. We tried hard. We operated upon her, but could not save her. She lost the battle for life”. Meanwhile, mother of a Police cop identified as Qasim Din, involved in yesterday’s encounter in the forests of Nagnigad Keshwan, was killed after a group of Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) militants allegedly attacked his house at Pootinag Kishtwar. The deceased has been identified as Gorji, mother of Qasim Din.





Nov 22:  Unidentified men in uniform chased 20-year-old Suna-Begum wife of Muhammad Ishaq Khatana along with four girls when they were fetching water from a spring in Gujjar-nad village of Banihal in Ramban district. The woman slipped and sustained grave injuries. She was rushed to hospital for treatment. However, she died mid-way to the hospital.





Nov 25: Two children were killed and another injured in Machil when an explosive they were fiddling with exploded. Two brothers identified as Zakir Hussian, 14, and Mudasir Hussian, 7, sons of Ghulam Mohammad Sheikh of village Chontiwara, Machil in district Kupwara, lost their lives, while fiddling with some explosive substance, which they had found in a nearby field. 
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