Editorial. 

AWARD POLITICS

Since 1990 different sorts of awards are being conferred to Kashmiri activists. The Padmishree, Padma Vibushan awards, have been conferred to state subjects including former members of National Security Advisory Board (NSAB). Selected Kashmiri poets, unknown artisans have been given awards inviting sharp criticism from Kashmir civil society, who rightly perceive it as a process appropriation. We admire people refusing such awards like Arunadati Roy or people returning back the awards like Akthar Mohi-ud-Din and Inder Mohan. Refusing and returning the awards need extraordinary courage, conviction and confidence.   

In Kashmir, the Annual Presidential awards are been given mostly to perpetrators who have earned notoriety in the field of human rights abuse and committed crimes against humanity. Awarding perpetrators have become a norm in Kashmir, and even some of the perpetrators are facing prosecution by the state and same the State has no regrets in conferring awards on them. 

Even two sitting judges of the Supreme Court of India have stated that police officials, who were involved in fake encounters, were given awards and rewards. No doubt, awards are given to people who support or promote the policy of the state, and this has been happening since British India. During British rule, the awards were conferred to the subjects who had consolidated the British rule over India. 

Rai Bagudur, Sir, the Victoria Cross for the valiant display in wars had been conferred with awards, and during British regime few people had showed audacity to return these awards like Tagore to protest Jaliyawala Bagh Massacre. 

The awards conferred by the governments and even by the international institutions have not escaped controversies. The Noble Peace Prize and Magsaysay Awards (considered to be Asian Noble Prize) have been conferred to controversial nominees, which undermines the credibility of these awards.  The anger over conferring Padmishree award to the notorious killer Muma Kanna is justified. According to his own admission Kanna has played an important role in counter insurgency with army and has been instrumental in killings of hundreds of non-combatant Kashmiris. 

It is a step to blur-out a perception to a certain section, that awards are acknowledgment and achievement. It has equated the other Padmishree awardees with Muma Kanna. It has caused embarrassment and discomfort to them but they have chosen to remain silent, which tantamounts to approval.

It is an irony that through out history people considered great, whose ideas has changed the world or who had worked for the betterment of human life have never received awards during their life time. People who stood against suppression and oppression, showed grace under pressure, and who took intentionally large step, one far beyond their normal capacity remain unsung and unheard. They have been awarded by history and during their life-time they were not acknowledged instead persecuted. The award culture is the phenomenon of 20th century and with the proliferation of the award industry, the very objective behind the awards has got marred. Now MNC have commercialized them. We are not against the awards by voluntary organizations, as we have the experience what it means. 

Few years back, an NGO campaigning against corruption, Peoples Vigilance Organization (PVO) decided to confer awards to honest public servants. High officials in J&K, known for their honesty and integrity were approached and they felt excited after cross-checking the other nominees attended the awards ceremony meeting. Some of them got very emotional. They couldn’t believe that there will be acknowledgement of their honest services from civil society groups.  One IAS officer in an award ceremony brought his teenage daughter along, whose eyes got moisten while her father got simple wooden plague from the organization. The ceremony sent a message to majority of corrupt officers, who later on lobbied with the local media questioning the very function and credibility of PVO. 

CCS in 2001 also decided to confer Robert Thorpe Award to non-Kashmiris, who have demonstrated exceptional dedication and made contributions to Kashmir cause. Since 2001, CCS has conferred Robert Thorpe Award to different people and even to some posthumously. We are convinced that the awards per se is not a recognition but it receive the recognition from the very integrity of the recipient and the credibility of the organization hosting it.  

It is they, who confer the credibility to the institution of awards, and it is they who can discredit the awards with whatever money it is attached with, as has been in the case of Mumma Kanna. Kanna has exposed the very institution of Padmishree and has helped in legitimizing the claim that the politics of awards in Kashmir is again a process of confirming occupation and deliverance to the collaborators, who no doubt would be in the dock and will have count for the crimes they have committed in Kashmir. Not only Mumma Kana but other recipients who have been appropriated thus silenced for shall also be questioned, as history gives its own judgment and awards.

SHOOT OUT COSTS LIFE OF YOUTH AT LAL CHOWK

Hopes of poor Parray family of Hawoora Budgam, about 25 kms from Srinagar shattered on March 16 when its son Khursheed Ahmad Parray (23) son of Abdul Gani fell to CRPF bullets after suspected militants fired upon their party in Koker Bazar area of Lal Chowk, the main market hub of Srinagar.  Showkat Ahmad was a salesman at a hosiery shop at Koker Bazar and was the sole bread earner to his family.  In the shoot out four other persons, including two paramilitary CRPF troopers were injured. The two injured civilians were identified as, Mehraj Ahmad Wani of Rainawari and Me’raj-ud-din Shah of Nawa Kadal while the identity the two injured CRPF men was established as  Hawaldar Omkar Ram and constable Basant Kumar Naipi of 132 Battalion. 
The shootout caused panic in the area. The vehicular movement remained suspended for the day and the shopkeepers closed down their shops. For two days the shopkeepers observed a complete shutdown protest the killing of Khursheed.

Shortly after the incident a researcher of The Informative Missive visited the spot of the incident in Lal Chowk and talked to the eyewitnesses. The researcher also visited Hawoora, Budgam where he talked to victim’s family members. 

Khursheed’s employer, Noor Mohammad, the owner of the Beauty Selection shop and an eyewitness said: “Khursheed returned from Hawoora few minutes before he met his fate. He was like my son and was living with me in my home at Hyderpora. After long time he had gone to Hawoora to see his parents on March 13 and stayed there for 3 days. After providing some of his earnings to his frail father, he returned back to the shop at about 11:15 am. I enquired about his parents’ wellbeing and he replied everything is all right.” 

About the incident he revealed: “I had already set all wares in my shop and only suitcases were about to be placed. Khursheed set two suitcases outside the shop and was about to take the third one, meanwhile sudden firing broke out at about 11:30am. Some CRPF personnel were already present in the palladium Cinema to Koker Bazar Lane. Soon I heard gun shots, I shouted Khursheed to stoop down. He was inside the shop. The continuous firing stirred up everything in the market and people ran for cover. I along with two other persons who were running for safety jumped inside the counter of my shop and stooped down. Khursheed ducked down on the suitcases inside the Shop. The alternate firing lasted for about 1 minute. Even when firing ended we did not move out. But after five minutes Khursheed told me that he received bullet somewhere his lower back because he was bleeding profusely.”

“Scared, I stood up and found CRPF vehicle moving slowly outside my shop and behind that some cops patrolling. I requested CRPF personnel that the boy received bullet. After 10 minutes the CRPF personnel entered my shop and took Khursheed inside their 407-Vehicle. The vehicle stayed outside for about 5 minutes, meanwhile a lady CRPF official reached the spot. On her intervention, the CRPF personnel rushed him to the SMHS hospital. I personally rushed to the hospital and found that he was taken inside the operation theatre. I asked doctors, how is he? They replied that the bullet through his left buttock has penetrated deep inside his body and has damaged his stomach and pancreas. During firing when he ducked for cover on the suitcases he had kept his hip outwards towards the shutter. The bullet had come from the ground range and had pierced his whole body after hitting his left buttock. After two hours surgery, he succumbed to his grave injuries,” added Noor Mohammad.          

After Khursheed succumbed to injuries his dead body was taken to Police Control Room (PCR) Srinagar at about 2:45pm, where his autopsy was conducted. Later at about 5pm his dead body was handed over to his family and was ferried to his native village Hawoora. Where hundreds people were protesting against his killing and were waiting for the arrival of his dead body.

The victim family alleged, initially at PCR police averted to provide them the medical report but after their few hours confrontation they were given it.  

According to the victim family the arrival of Khursheeds body prompted massive protest demonstrations in the whole Hawoora area of Budgam. The enraged protesters yelling anti India and pro-freedom slogans demanded action against the troopers involved in Khursheed’s killing. Carrying Khursheed’s body in the form of procession the protesters claimed that the slain boy was deliberately killed by the paramilitary troopers. The protesters also condemned role of police station Maisuma as they filed an FIR stating that Khursheed got killed during cross firing. Later in the evening, after performing his funeral rites his dead body was buried in his native graveyard at Hawoora. 

The Traders in Koker Bazar alleged that the deceased and two others were hit by bullets fired by paramilitary CRPF men. Even the doctors confirmed that the bullet which killed Khursheed was fired by CRPF personnel. “When CRPF men could not target the gun men who opened fire on them they targeted civilians and shopkeepers by indiscriminate firing which led to the death of Khursheed Ahmad and the injuries to two others” ,said Traders.

Shabir Ahmad younger brother of deceased bemoaned: “Khursheed was the back bone of our family, why callous troopers killed him and ruined our life.”

Heartrending, Shabir added: “Khursheed was eldest in the family and had been an intelligent student with a great zeal for higher study. But due to extreme poverty and father’s sickness he could not continue his education. After passing matriculation, he gave up his study and started to earn for family and for father’s treatment.” 

“Our father was a mason and after hard toil he had been feeding us, but few years back he development a spinal disorder and became workless. Since father’s sickness, Khursheed sacrificed his study for his family and worked hard to assist parents. In 2004, he joined a beauty selection shop as a salesman and his employer Noor Mohammad was treating him like his own son, because of his honesty and hard work. Even my beloved brother advised me for study and assured me that he would contribute to my educational needs. How will I now acquire education and who will assist my poor family”, lamented Shabir while recollecting the courage of his brother. 

Raja Begum, deceased’s mother, a heart patient laments, “My innocent son was whole world for me. After his father’s ailment, he gave us a hope and takes massive family responsibilities upon himself, but the cruel CRPF troopers shattered everything. Nobody from the administration bothered to visit our house.  Even police were making efforts to hush up the matter by terming his killing in crossfire. Whereas, the truth everybody knew is, he was killed intentionally by the CRPF troopers”.  

IN SOPORE SHOOT-OUT ANOTHER FELL TO POLICE BULLETS 

On March 16, fourty-days after the killing of an elderly person of Dangarpora in a retaliatory fire of police at Sopore Chowk, another person identified as Tanveer Ahmad Sheikh (21), a banana seller, son of Bashir Ahmad resident of Sheikh Mohalla, Sher Colony-C, Sopore allegedly fell to the bullets of police after they retaliated to the firing of suspected militants in Sopore Bus Stand. 
Suspected militants opened fire on police cops present in the bus stand and injured a police constable Muhammad Shafi. The police and SOG personnel in retaliation resorted to indiscriminate firing, killing Tanveer Ahmad on the spot and injured five other persons identified as, Taja Begum of Lasser Rafiabad, Bashir Ahmed Dar of Nowpora, Mehrajuddin Dar of Mahrajpora, Sameera Begum of Saripora Rafiabad and Gul Afroza of Narpora.

After the attack, police, CRPF men cordoned off the town and launched search operation to trace gunmen. The traders of the bus stand alleged that during search operation the SOG and troopers plundered their shops, looted money and merchandise. The residents of the whole Sopore strongly demonstrated against Tanveers killing and protested in opposition to the loot made by troopers.

Shortly after the incident a reporter of The Informative Missive visited Sher colony of Sopore and talked to the victim’s family.

Majid Ahmad, younger brother of slain Tanveer said: “My brother was selling Bananas on a handcart in Sopore bus stand with his youngest uncle Mushtaq Ahmad Shikari. On the ill-fated day at about 6:30 pm some unidentified gunmen opened fire at a police party in the bus stand. The firing injured a police constable, which provoked his fellow cops, who fired indiscriminately. The firing impelled people to run for their lives.”

He added: “Tanveer according to eyewitnesses was standing near his handcart. When the firing broke out, before Tanveer could run for cover he found a woman falling down with a baby in her lap. The woman cried for help, as she could not get up to save her life. My generous and brave brother without caring for his life rushed to rescue the helpless woman, but as soon as he pulled her up, he was hit by a bullet on the left side of his head, which killed him at the spot.”

According to the victim family, they came to know about the tragedy when they called on Tanveer’s cell phone. The family called Tanveer soon after they heard about the firing incident in the Sopore bus Stand. 

“My father told me to call Tanveer and ask his well being. I was unaware about the fate. I called on his number and the call was picked by some unknown person, who informed me that Tanveer has received injury and has been hospitalized. We rushed to the sub-district hospital and found his dead body”, bemoaned Tanveers younger brother Majid.


 Tanveer’s dejected mother Saleema, who was sitting in the corner of her hut (Dhoka) cried and said: “why police targeted my son instead of gunmen. Why did not the cruel policemen kill me instead of snatching my beloved son? My whole family was dependent on him. Due to extreme poverty and father’s ailments he gave up his study after doing his 10th. He started to earn for the family. Not only was he supposed to meet the family expenses, but also pay for the education of his three younger brothers. Due to poverty my son could not see the pleasure of childhood and got to join business in early age. He sacrificed all his joys for us. It is aching to a live without him.”


Throbbing mother groused: “He was the elder and sole bread earner in the family. Despite earning for his father’s treatment, he was bearing all the expenses of his 3 younger brother’s study. He often used to say that he would earn for his brothers higher study and had dreamt for a day when the family would be living in a concrete house instead of tattered hut. The merciless policemen shattered all our dreams.”


Tanveer according to his parents was putting up with his uncle’s family at Mahrajpura from last two years, because he was working with his uncle who is an old vendor in the bus stand. He would usually visit parent’s house on alternate days and would provide his earnings to them. 


According to locals of Sher Colony, besides a hardworking and kind son, Tanveer was a goodhearted youth. He often used to help others despite belonging to a poor family.

After Tanveer’s killing Life in Sopore town remained crippled continuously for four days. Amid shutdown the authorities imposed severe restrictions to prevent any protests. Despite strict restrictions scores of people raising pro-freedom slogans took to the streets in different parts of the town and staged massive protests. Policemen and paramilitary CRPF troopers deployed in the town resorted to baton charge and fired numerous tear smoke canisters to disperse the protesters every time. During four days police action more than 20 people were injured.

Meanwhile, the Traders complained that after the shootout a joint party of SOG and troops cordoned off the area. The cops according to them had looted their cash and goods after the shopkeepers had run for cover leaving their shops open. Traders said that a local channel had captured the images of troopers barging into shops and looting cash. ”We have a CD showing troopers and SOG men decamping with goods and money,” the president of Trader’s Federation, Ghulam Nabi Khan stated to a local daily.


Bashir Ahmad Sheikh, a mason by profession and father of slain Tanveer complained: “After my son’s killing no action was taken against the guilty cops. Alike other cases, the matter was hushed up with the FIR report that Tanveer was killed in cross firing. Whenever he was deliberately shot dead by the cops.” 

UNIDENTFIED GUNMEN SHOT DEAD A YOUTH IN BEMINA 

On the evening of March 7, unknown gunmen shot dead a fruit merchant inside his car while he was entering his house at Bemina. The deceased has been identified as Aijaz Ahmad Dada (31) alias Billa son of Ghulam Mohammad resident of Hamza Colony, Bemina. The deceased according to the reliable sources was a surrendered militant and was fruit a dealer at Fruit Mandi, Parimpora.

The shoot out created terror in the whole Bemina area. After the firing the incident police besieged whole Hamza colony and conducted a search operation. However, no body was arrested in connection with the killing. The victim family alleged that the deceased was shot dead for some personal animosity. In relation to the incident police station Bemina registered a case and started investigation into the killing.

To document the incident a researcher of The Informative Missive visited Hamza Colony of Bemina and talked to the family members of Aijaz Ahmad.

Gulshan Begum (60), mother of slain Aijaz stated: “On the fateful evening of Sunday March 7 my beloved son was outside his home. He often used to return home late after meeting his friends. In same way he came late. At about 9:10pm his father called him on phone and asked him where is he? He replied that he entered the residential lane. That evening the light was off in our colony. All of us in family were sitting inside house; meanwhile we got flash of light on window glasses and heard the noise of his car. My husband uttered that Billa reached at the gate. Few seconds passed we heard a gun shot followed by 5 more consecutive shots. My husband and my elder daughter in law rushed out of house and ran towards courtyard gate. On opening the gate they found the car and called Billa Billa. He answered, ‘what’ and fell down on the left seat.”

While Lamenting, the mother added: “When my husband saw Billa in pool of blood he cried and all of us ran out. We found 6 holes on the window of his car. The four bullets after piercing his car window had hit him on the right side of abdomen while two more had hit him on the back. We cried and all our neighbors came out. Then one of our neighboring youth who knew driving ascended the same car and rushed my wounded son to SMHS hospital. While moving to the hospital he was breathing but was unconscious. After reaching to the hospital as soon as doctors took him to the operation theatre he breathed his last.”

According to doctors the Aijaz was hit by the bullets fired from an AK-47 rifle, which had damaged most of his internal organs in the abdominal area. After Aijaz’s death in hospital police took his dead body to Police Control Room (PCR), Srinagar. Then next day in the morning his body was returned to his family at about 9:30am. After receiving body the relatives took him to Bemina and performed his funeral rites. Then his body was buried in his ancestral graveyard at Karfali Mohalla Habbakadal.  

“Billa was youngest in the family. He was dearest to all because of his hard working and lovable nature. Since his childhood he worked hard day in and day out for the family welfare. With the help of God at present we have good living conditions and it is all due to the persistent efforts made by our beloved Billa. He left everything for us and could not enjoy anything himself. What happened to the cruel killers by killing him”, mourned sister in law of the slain Aijaz.   

The victim family claimed that Aijaz was killed for some rivalry. They revealed: “3 weeks before his killing he was beaten by some youth at Gandarpora, Eidgah for stopping them from stone pelting. The group of youth had severely beaten him with sticks. Initially we were living at Gandarpora but from last two years we have been living in Hamza Colony. In Gandarpora we still have our old house, where Billa’s elder brother resides. On the day of beating Billa was at his brother’s house. We could not ascertain people, who had beaten Billa.”

However, concerning Aijaz’s killing police registered a case and started investigation in the matter. But so far no suspect has been arrested and no clue has been established despite police investigation. Even none of the agencies claimed responsibility for the killing.

SP North city, Rashid Pal said Dada was a fruit merchant. “He actually hailed from Safakadal. From last two years he was living at Bemina. He had relations with security agencies and was police friendly,” he said. Pal said investigations have been launched to track down his killers. 

UNIDENTIFIED GUNMEN SHOT DEAD A YOUTH IN SOPORE

On March 20, unidentified gunmen shot dead a youth outside MET school Sopore. The deceased has been identified as Mohammad Saleem Dar (21), a motor mechanic by profession, son of late Mohammad sultan resident of Channakhan Sopore, about 50kms in the north district Baramulla. According to the victim family, last year the slain youth had saved the assault by unidentified gunmen even after receiving seven bullets. 

Four weeks before the Saleem’s killing he was arrested from his house along with his brother by a joint group of SOG and army men and was released after three days of torture. The slain youth’s father had been killed in the same manner in 1999 by unidentified gunmen. The youth’s killing created panic in the whole Channakhan area. 

After the incident, a researcher of The Informative Missive visited the Channakhan area of Sopore and spoke to the relatives of the slain youth.

While narrating the anecdote of brother’s killing, Ghulam Mohiudin Dar, elder brother of the deceased said: “On March 20 after returning from car plaza workshop my brother went to MET playground to play football. He would play everyday after returning from work. According to eyewitnesses on the fateful day after finishing game my brother left the ground and moved back towards home. As soon as he reached on the MET road near BED College, three unknown persons walked behind him. One was wearing pheran (long robe) while two others were in sweater and trousers, one among them with a cap on head. The youth wearing cap had taken out a pistol and fired 3 bullets on Saleem’s back. On receiving bullets he had fallen down facing the ground. The gunman then moved near to him and fired 3 more bullets on his forehead, which resulted into his on spot death.”

He added: “According to the eyewitnesses the gunman after a short pause had put his pistol into the cover and walked slowly towards the Srinagar-Sopore road along with his two accomplices. Instead of escaping the spot they had walked with pleasure. All the three persons were unmasked. Many of the locals had seen the gunmen but due to fear of life no body could ask them or catch them. The MET road on which my brother was shot dead often remains busy with the movement of security vehicles because the road leads to the police lines.”

According to the victim family, four weeks before Saleem’s killing, a joint group of SOG and army men raided their house and arrested Saleem and Ghulam Mohiudin on the frivolous charges of sheltering 2 militants. Both of the brothers were taken to SOG camp Town Hall, Sopore where they were tortured severely.

“The SOG personnel asked us that two militants stayed in our house. We replied that there were no militants in our house. Pleading our innocence we further told them if there were militants why they didn’t raid our house at the very moment. The SOG men beaten us and tortured us severely. When nothing erroneous was found against us for 2 days, the SOG personnel on the third day shifted both of us to police station Sopore. From police station Saleem was released and I was shifted to Sub-Jail Baramulla. After 24 days detention in Sub Jail in the evening of 19th March I was shifted to Dangiwacha police station. There police leveled fresh charges of stone pelting against me and threatened me that they would book me under PSA. Throughout my life I have never ever thrown a stone on anybody so how come now I would throw stones after having two siblings” ,Complained Ghulam Mohiudin.

He further said: “On 20th March when my brother was killed I was lodged in the police station Dangiwacha. I was unaware that fate has met me in such a way. When my brother’s dead body was brought to our locality. Hundreds of people carrying his body in a procession protested for my release. The protesters demanded my immediate release and told police officials whom they can hand over Saleem’s dead body. Then I was released at about 10:30pm after some venerable persons gave a written document to police that I have never been involved in stone pelting.”

According to Ghulam Mohiudin, the most tragic and panic moment of my life is the time when I saw my brother’s dead body soon after my release. Last time, he had seen Saleem alive with him in Police Station, Sopore. 

“Last year my brother received seven bullets after some unidentified gunmen fired at him while he was coming out of his workshop. That time I was present nearby and could save his life by rushing him to the hospital. But this time I could not save his life”, cried Ghulam Mohiudin.

Ghulam Mohiudin stated that his brother never involved in any unlawful activity. He alleged, “My brother was killed for some personal animosity. He seemed to have been killed by government renegades. The way gunmen killed my brother fearlessly, obliviously reveals that they would have associated with some security agencies due to which they could not fled the spot after killing him.”

Ghulam Mohiudin’s father Mohammad Sultan was killed in the same manner after he was coming out of masjid after performing Friday noon prayers. According to victim family neither Mohammad Sultan’s killing was investigated nor Saleem’s. The family accused police for inaction and hushing up the matter.      

FAMILY OF A DISAPPEARED FOILS FOUL 

LAMBASTES POLICE INACTION

Family of disappeared Javaid Ahmad Dar foiled a plot hatched by a gang of five persons, which made an unsuccessful attempt of planting an imposter as its son. However, the family managed to foil their design. The police when contacted by the family to take up the matter was lackadaisical, the family alleged. Finally, Javaid’s relatives called a press conference in this connection.  

Having hopeful of their son’s return, Javaid’s family was ecstatic for a while when the gang claimed it had brought its disappeared son Javaid back. Javiad then, 8, disappeared, twenty-years back on 3 October 1990 from Raj Bagh locality of Srinagar district. The family took aback when the group failed to prove its claim. The family was convinced that the group has state patronage and came with sinister designs. 

Javaid’s father, Ghulam Hassan, a resident of Baramulla while talking to The Informative Missive said, “On March 3-2010 at 5.30 pm, we were taken on surprise by an unknown group of five persons appeared at our house with the claim that my disappeared son Javaid was located. For a moment we were jubilant, but the euphoria doesn’t last long, as the person who claimed to be Javaid failed to prove his claim. Actually, he was one Abdul Majeed of Pattan. Among the group two persons identified themselves as Bilal Gania of Nadihal Rafiabad and Maroof of Seer, Sopore. We were caught in a dilemma whether to believe them or not. Even some of family members told me that few of his features match with Javaid. Since it was long time of twenty-years, and it was difficult to make an instant decision. So we asked them to provide evidence which substantiate their claim, but they miserably failed. We got skeptical and asked them to leave. But they kept insisting that Abdul Majeed was our lost son. They made every effort to convince us but failed. Even the imposter Abdul Majeed’s age were not favoring their lie. Abdul Majeed was over 35 years’, whereas; Javaid would have been only 28. He was only eight when he disappeared. Javaid had also a conspicuous mole on his one eye, which we found absent from Majeed’s eye. For fifteen minutes they tried unsuccessfully to persuade us to accept Majeed as our son. When they couldn’t found no taker in my family, they moved to my cousin’s house, which was nearby.”

He further said, “Three of them left to their respective places, while Abdul Majeed and Maroof moved to my cousin Ghulam Nabi’s house. At Ghulam Nabi’s house they were called in by Tanveer my cousin’s son. Tanveer talked with them for hours and eventually he asked them to leave, as they had nothing substantiating. Next day on March 4, in the morning just to know the intentions behind the plot, we asked Majeed to stay with us. In the meantime, I called up my in-laws and informed them about the episode. My in-laws rushed to Baramulla where from we all went to Raj Bagh, Srinagar and took along Majeed. At my in-laws house, we posed some significant questions to him – like what was he doing for 20 years – who picked him– why he was picked – few questions he smartly answered but most of them he failed to answer. He even lied about his memory failure to evade some tricky questions. Seeing no other reason, we sense government’s foul play in order to discredit the struggle of relatives of disappeared persons. The government has reasons to do so, as we regularly take part in monthly sit-ins and other protests (which at many occasion embarrassed the governments) for seeking the whereabouts of those disappeared in last 21 years.”  

Ghulam Hassan further said, “Of our own, we started investigating about the real identity of the imposter and the motive he had. Javaid’s maternal uncle, Shabir questioned Majeed several times. Majeed took Shabir to the place where from Javaid disappeared. He showed Shabir a spot where from Javaid was picked up. Despite showing the spot he failed to prove himself as Javaid. We were surprised as to how he knew the place where from Javaid disappeared. It strengthened our doubt that it could be well organized plot which could not perhaps possible without government backing. When Shabir pressed him to provide convincing proof about him being Javaid, Majeed broke down and finally spilled the beams about his identity. He gave his full residential address and said he was married twice. But he remained reserved about his intentions. We visited his home at Pattan and also to his in-laws at Shalimar. There we came to know that his first wife is dead. And he married a Bengali woman. Majeed’s family members disclosed he had not shown up at home in last ten months. After knowing his entire story we became serious and determined to unmask the gang and it intentions.” 

 “We were surprised how the news of Javiad’s ‘reappearance’ was widely published. We believe the news had political connotation and was sponsored. We also got disturbed by the Raj Bagh police’s lackadaisical approach towards the case. When we approached the police station and informed them about the episode. The officials there even asked for money to get the case investigated, an old trick to discourage the victim families”, he said.

The family alleged the police inaction prompted the family to go public about the episode and Javaid’s family arranged a press conference at Press Enclave - Srinagar.

“Police showed no seriousness and asked us to conduct the DNA test. Despite facing financial constrains, we moved papers for the DNA test to prove the new entrant was really our son or not. Since the police failure in handling the case properly we called a press conference. The press conference was attended by almost all the local media organizations, an encouraging sign. We before media put forth the whole episode and also appeals civil society to take serious note of it. We also laid emphasis on the problems victim families face and how their sufferings were exploited. We want the gang and its masters should be unmasked. We demand an in-depth and impartial investigation into the episode so that the victim families should be saved from future exploitation. The only thing police did so far was it took Abdul Majeed into its custody. Police attitude changes after the press conference. The police started contacting us and assured its help in the case,” Ghulam Hassan said. 

Since the episode, Javaid’s family got terribly disturbed and its wounds got afresh. 

“My wife Suraiya Begum already suffering from multiple physical and psychological complicacies after the episode her health got further deteriorated. She somehow had managed herself after Javaid’s disappearance, but the episode refreshed her wounds and she got further disturbed. We all at home and my in-laws too got deeply disturbed,” Ghulam Hassan narrates.    

While recalling the fateful day when Javaid disappeared, Ghulam Hassan said, “Sometime before Javaid’s disappearance, he was adopted by his maternal grandfather. Javaid stayed with his grandfather at Raj Bagh, Srinagar and got enrolled in Child’s Care Public School in Standard II. On October 3, 1990, Javaid left home to play with his friends. His friends returned to their respective homes but Javaid didn't. We left no stone unturned in ascertaining his whereabouts but without any success. We even approached the top-brass in administration and sought their help to trace their son but nothing happened.”

SHO, police station Raj Bagh confirmed the person who posed as Javaid was a "fraud".

“We have arrested him under section 419 and have started investigations in the matter. His name is Abdul Majeed and he hails from Pattan,” the SHO told media. 

SPO SHOT DEAD AT JAWAHARNAGAR

Sole hope for the Bhat family lost at a time when militants allegedly shot dead their son in the evening of March 12 at Jawaharnagar. The deceased has been identified as Arif Mushtaq Bhat (26) son of Mushtaq Ahmad resident of 255-Jawaharnagar. The shootout created panic in the area. All the shops were closed and people ran for cover. 

The slain youth was a Special Police Officer (SPO) deployed with Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) at Police Station Rambagh. Arif is survived by three family members, mother, sister and a cardiac patient father. However, concerning the killing Police Station, Rajbagh registered a case. Arif’s family alleged police inaction regarding the investigation into the matter.

While talking to a researcher of The Informative Missive Arif’s Grandfather Ghulam Nabi Bhat stated: “In the evening of March 12 at about 8pm Arif was on his duty. During duty he had some official work in the native locality. As soon as he reached near to our local mosque, some unidentified gunman fired him with a pistol on the back side of head. The bullet after piercing his head came out from his left eye. The gunman after killing Arif fired one more bullet on the road which dispersed people present in the market and then fled away.”

He added: “We heard gunshots but were unaware about Arif’s killing. In the meantime we were informed by a neighbor. We ran out and found his body in the pool of blood. He was breathing slowly. We rushed him to the SMHS hospital where doctors declared him brought dead. He succumbed to the grave head injury on way to the hospital.” 


According to victim family, Arif was the sole bread earner and sole male son in the family. Arif’s father is a cardiac patient and is undergoing treatment in the escort hospital Delhi. Arif, a Class 10th dropout owing to his family complications had begun to work in the early age in order to help his family in making the two ends meet.

“My son joined police five years back and worked day in day out to meet the family needs. Besides contributing for my treatment, he was feeding the family including his wife. Arif was married in October 2009.Before he could enjoy his married life the merciless gunman took his life away. Two weeks after Arif’s death his wife was taken to her maternal home by her parents”, mourned Mushtaq Ahmad, father of slain youth. 

He further groused: “We don’t who killed Arif but with his killing all our hopes shattered. I am agonized who will run my family now and how will marry my daughter.” The family expects compensation and compassionate employment to the sister of slain youth.
IPTK APPEAL TO THE CHIEF MINISTER

March 08, 2010 
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Re.: Gender Justice in Kashmir 
Dear Mr. Omar Abdullah: 

On the occasion of International Women's Day, we write you on behalf of the International People’s Tribunal on Human Rights and Justice in Indian-administered Kashmir. 
We had written you on January 04, 2010, informing you of our decision to pursue an independent and transparent people’s inquiry into the Shopian event of May 2009, addressing the contested social facts, legal and political circumstances of the case, and the investigations of the state that followed. As we had noted, we determined to undertake this inquiry at the request of the Majils-e-Mashawarat of Shopian, on the contention that state institutions, and the investigations authorized by them, have been unable to deliver an accurate understanding of the matter or define a mechanism for justice. 

We write you today, as we are yet to receive a response from your office to our request for access to certain documents, sites, and personnel in conjunction with the above inquiry. [image: image2.png]



We had requested the following: 

1. Physical access to all relevant Central Reserve Police Force and army camps, and police stations in Shopian district. 

2. Access to documents assembled and prepared by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir that form the evidentiary basis of the state’s conclusions on the Shopian event, including forensic reports and the testimonials rendered by security forces and state officials. 

3. Access to police and security forces personnel, and medical personnel that testified to the commission of inquiry headed by Justice (Retired) Muzaffar Jan between May-July 2009. 

4. Access to officers of the Special Investigating Team of police that collaborated with the Jan Commission following its interim report, per your order.  

5. Access to local officers who assisted the Central Bureau of Investigation in its inquiry between September-December 2009. 

6. Guarantee that any witnesses that elect to testify to the IPTK process be permitted to do so without duress, or adverse consequences being threatened or befalling them, from personnel or institutions of the state. [image: image3.png]



We note the urgency of undertaking ethical and transparent investigations into the Shopian issue, and undertaking requisite reparations and rehabilitation. The events in Shopian must be assessed within a larger context where incalculable gendered and sexualized violences have been perpetrated by the military and paramilitary in Kashmir during the course of the last two decades. 

We note that the use of gendered and sexualized violences, including the use of rape, as acts of power, as techniques in torture, and as weapons of war have a complex history in Indian-administered Kashmir in the last two decades. The makeup of this violence has been prolonged and systemic, layered with the formerly violent resistances on the part of groups engaged in militancy, and instances of outside intervention. The state does not accept responsibility that sustained militarization has induced cycles of violence for which the state is as well responsible. The state does not accept responsibility that the states of exception/exemption regularized through the enactment of security related legislation remains in contravention of international humanitarian laws and norms. The ‘hyper-masculinization’ of the armed forces, and the celebration of militarization and its concomitant violence, has created multiple contexts wherein its members have perpetrated gendered and sexualized violences on the civilian population of Kashmir. 
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 Women and children, and others, have been victimized by horrific forms of brutality, including individual rape, and gang and collective rape. Other categories of the victimized include women labelled ‘half-widows,’ whose male partners are missing. India’s security forces occupy 10,54,721 kanals of land in Jammu and Kashmir, on which, in Kashmir, 671 security camps are located. The structure of the camps maintained by security forces, and their placement, which necessitate forced encounters between local women and the armed forces on a routine basis, have facilitated the perpetration of gendered violence. In a Red Zone, as in Shopian, with the profuse presence of soldiers, women are made extremely vulnerable. Women and children, and others, have been subjected to physical and psychological torture and trauma. Security personnel have searched, detained, leered at, propositioned, extorted, and initiated unsolicited physical contact with civilians. They have psychologically tortured, and sexually assaulted, girls/minors and women. Women who do not utilize the hijab or burkha have been compelled to use the same to shield themselves from the advance of soldiers. Male youth and men refusing to participate in the sexual servitude of women have been sodomized. Victimization and fear have led to social and physical displacements, as in certain villages where parents have arranged marriages for girl children who are forced to relocate to the village of their male partners to escape being targeted. [image: image5.png]



 
We write you today noting that you have promised attentiveness to, and accountability for, human rights issues in Kashmir. We write you mindful that conditions for peace and prosperity in Kashmir are linked to the possibility and necessity of justice that addresses crimes perpetrated on the basis of gender during, and as a result of, militarization.
COALITION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ON SHABIR SHAH
Press Statement:
Through this statement we wish to draw attention to a matter of life and death. The condition of Shabir Ahmad Shah, is nothing less than critical. Enlargement of his prostrate, significant residual urine, distended bladder with wall of bladder thickened is causing urine obstruction which given his diabetic condition can turn fatal. Knowing that obstruction of urine is a medical emergency which requires hospitalization the jail and police authorities have been playing ping-pong which has ensured that his condition has further deteriorated. Privately, everyone commiserates but they pass the buck by claiming that they cannot do anything at their level, and that it requires intervention by higher authority.

Shabir Ahmad Shah has since 1978 spent about 25 years in prison. The mighty Indian State continues to favour him with incarceration. Unable to prosecute him they keep booking him under preventive detention act. The charade of judiciary ordering his release and authorities re-detaining him under fresh charges has been going on for last few years. In this period his health has worsened. The manner in which all authorities are engaged in delay and denial of medical treatment suggests that mindful of his falling health they want to aggravate this to eventually silence him, physically and politically.

 
People of Jammu & Kashmir have witnessed arbitrary and capricious use of detention laws to silence oppositional and dissident voices. In this use of Public Safety Act (PSA) and then ensuring sub-standard conditions as a form of punishment for their defiance has caused untold misery. But this threatens to turn vicious with the deliberate denial of emergency medical treatment for Shabir Ahmad Shah.

The standard norms for under trials and detenues as prescribed by UN through different covenants as well as the jail manual obliges the authorities to provide medical and legal facilities to a under trial/detenue. Under these circumstances wanton denial of medical attention amounts to criminal negligence. Any consequence on the health or life of Shabir Ahmed Shah would rest squarely on the authorities.

APDP DURING ITS MONTHLY SIT IN ON MARCH 28

PRESS RELEASE:
After disappearances became a phenomenon in the state of Jammu and Kashmir, hundreds of petitions were filed before J&K High Court, by the relatives of desaparicidos. In early 1990s, the High Court in scores of petitions ordered judicial inquiries. In most of inquiries, conducted by the subordinate judiciary, allegations were found substantiated, but perpetrators nonetheless were not punished due to impunity granted to them under Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA). With the passage of time relatives of disappeared got disillusioned, as no effective follow-up was made by the courts, neither petitions were decided nor was justice delivered. Judiciary was the only institution of the state, on which the relatives’ had reposed some faith, as executive and politicians have failed them already (in fact they are the part of the problem). Disillusioned from the judiciary, dejected, desperate and exhausted relatives of disappeared stopped perusing cases and started withdrawing petitions. 

Chairmen of JK State Human Rights Commission (SHRC), constituted to protect the human rights, have time and again publicly stated that SHRC has been undermined by the State. SHRC claims its recommendations are not being implemented and the Commission has no powers to punish offenders with the result that the dysfunctional SHRC as an institution has also disillusioned the realities.  

Judiciary having wide-powers could have asserted and at least exposed perpetrators if not punish them according to the law laid down by the Supreme Court of India. Self-imposed limitations of the Honorable judges resulted into encouraging perpetrators with the result the enforced or involuntary disappearances (EID) continued with impunity. APDP is convinced; if judiciary would have asserted its powers, half of the disappearances could have been prevented. And if the judges would have shown grace under pressure, the number of disappearances could have been far less than the present number. The judiciary in few South Asian countries have played proactive role in stopping EID, seeking accountability from the executive and taken perpetrators to justice. On June 1, 2007, the Supreme Court of Nepal ordered Government of Nepal to establish a commission of inquiry to investigate enforced disappearances committed by the security forces and the Maoists during the conflict. In February 2009, Government of Nepal introduced an ordinance to form the disappearance commission. The Chief Justice of Pakistan, Iftikar Chaudhary was sacked for his steadfastness towards the human rights. The Chief Justice showed exemplary audacity and confronted the then military government of Pakistan. 

The judiciary had asserted to a certain extent on preventive detention matters, which are regularly listed in courts and disposed accordingly, but EID petitions are pending for years without any disposal. The judiciary should be assertive in the matters of EID, as relatives have no other alternate remedy available.

HOW PARVEZ DAR BECAME PARVEZ MUSHARRAF?
‘Wrath of Ikhwan pushed my son to militancy’

Mar 23: General Parvez Musharraf of Pakistan was yet to settle in as CEO of his country when Parvez Dar of Kashmir left home only to become ‘Parvez Musharraf’ of Hizbul Mujahideen – the oldest militant outfit active in J&K. A joint contingent of Army’s Rashtriya Rifles and Special Operation Group of J&K Police killed Kashmir’s Parvez Musharraf during a brief operation on March 21. He was 33.


Many in this lush village – situated on the frills of a huge hill that houses India’s main Air Force base – believe Parvez was codenamed ‘Musharraf’ due to Pakistani General’s role in Kargil war but none from his family or friends approve of this fact. “However,” says Parvez’s visibly broken father, Ghulam Qadir Dar, “those were tough days. A private militia called Ikhwan was fighting militants but in the process torturing common masses as well. The repeated tragedies might have had an impact upon Parvez as he was too sensitive to resist atrocities.”


Dar says his son left home on 22 April 2000 saying he would submit papers to appear for examination of pre-university finals (BA II year). “I never saw him since. But I never knew I would only see him return dead.” ‘Parvez Musharraf’ did not cross LoC for arms training; he joined Hizbul Mujahideen as a ‘local trainee’ and graduated to become ‘district commander’ of Pulwama.


“After Parvez went underground army and other security agencies started frequenting our house. We would often get midnight knock.” Dar works with army’s Military Engineering Service but his association with army could not avert the wrath that was to ensue after Parvez joined militancy.


Dar family has so much endured the consequences of Parvez’s choice to join militant ranks that even a photograph of Parvez could not be salvaged out of morass that was caused by an IED explosion, which Dar alleges army had trigged to ‘eliminate’ him along with his wife and two sons.


“How could I cooperate? Parvez was sighted somewhere and they (army) would rush to our house. In 2005 they planted a bomb in our compound. We survived miraculously but got injured.” The IED blast, Dar recalls, came as a shock. ‘We did not even rebuild our house fearing they would blast it again. My wife Nora died same year perhaps under the weight of fear and grief.” He alleges that instead of registering an FIR, Police filed a case against the family.


Sighting the economic wellbeing of his family, Dar goes on to argue, “Parvez had no reason to join them (militants). He was hurt when he saw Ikhwanis overruling local administration only to kill and take people hostage for ransom. There was no rule of law. It was anarchy. I remember he had started talking less and appeared very upset.”


On Monday (Mar 22), Malangam roads were silent, streets deserted and shops shut. An isolated ‘Pakistani flag’ was aflutter atop a lamppost. People from adjoining villages kept streaming into a tent that had been pitched to accommodate the visitors coming to mourn Parvez’s death. Dar and his two sons, Ashfaq and Rouf, exude a surreal emotion: “No army man will knock our door now; no blast, nothing. Mother has gone, Parvez is no more, but there is no home left.”

4 YOUTH ‘TORTURED’ BY SOG, ARMY
POLICE REGISTERS CASE
Mar 5: The entire area of Langate in Handwara town witnessed massive protests against torture of four youth allegedly by troops and men of Special Operations Group of Jammu and Kashmir police during a crackdown. The protesters relented after police registered attempt to murder case against in -charge of SOG cargo camp Srinagar and 30 Rashtriya Rifles.

Residents of Malpora, Safalpora of Kralgund, and Langate alleged that the troops and SOG men cordoned off the area, in the morning and tortured youth.

“They first pelted stones on our houses and then carried house to house searches on pretext of militants hiding in the houses,” said locals, adding after they found nothing, they took youth one by one in nearby nullah. “They interrogated and tortured youth for hours. When we tried to rescue after hearing their screams, SOG men and troops chased us away,” said villagers, adding even the village head was not spared. “They kept him blindfolded for hours,” said, Nazir Ahmed, a local.

According to villagers, Abdur Rashid Bhat, Farooq Ahmed, Nazir Ahmed and Bashir Ahmed were brutally tortured. “Among them Abdur Rashid Bhat was profusely bleeding and has been shifted to Srinagar for medical treatment,” they added.

Thousands from area took to streets, raising pro-freedom, anti-troops and anti-SOG slogans. The protesters marched towards Kralgund Chowk and blocked traffic on Handwara-Baramulla road for hours demanding stern punishment to the troopers and SOG men.

SP Handwara, Muhammad Rafiq Vakil said one of the youth Abdur Rashid admitted that militants were in his house and had left yesterday evening. “We have registered complaint of locals also,” he said.

Later an FIR number 17/10, under section 307(attempt to murder) RPC was registered against the 30 RR and in -charge of SOG Central Component Srinagar, namely Cargo in Kralgund police station. Sources told media that police has also ordered internal inquiry in the incident.
TORTURE TESTIMONIALS 
· Name: Shuja Shoiab 

Age: 37

Education: BSC (Electronics)

Religion: Islam

Occupation: Businessman, arts

Militant/Civilian: Civilian

Associations: None

Address: Shahidganj, Srinagar

Date of Interview: 26th April, 2009.

On august 1993 Shuja was picked up in Karanagar by CRPF. He was blindfolded and taken to the Neelam Chowk Camp at around 11.00 a.m. His torture started almost immediately as his legs and hands were stretched to 180 degrees and he was punched with bare hands. He believes that he was identified as an active militant by an ex militant. The torture went on for four hours after which he was shifted to Hari Niwas. But for some reason he was immediately taken to Holiday Home camp. At this camp he was hit with bare hands and rods. He was also paraded before an ex militant who once again identified him as a militant. But for some reason after two days he was let go as he feels he could not reveal any substantial information.  

No case was filed against him and he had to never appear before any army camp. He did not have any substantial medical expenses.

· Name: Sameer Ansari

Age: 26

Education: nil

Religion: labour

Occupation: laborer 

Association: brother was a militant

Address: Changnipura, Kashmir- India.

Date of Interview: 20th April, 2009.

Narrative: 

On June 2002, army had come to the village to arrest his brother who was a militant. Sameer was working in his fields when the military came to him and started asking him about where his brother was. He did not knew where his brother therefore army accused him about lying. Then they started beating him in the fields. They kept beating him for ten minutes. He says that he had received no major injuries. 

RR CONDUCTS DOOR TO DOOR CENSUS IN TRAL
Mar 17: Rashtriya Rifles (RR) troopers have started a door to door census to collect details about families, their members and income sources in Tral of Pulwama district. Residents term it interference in their personal lives and army denies the charges. Some of the villages of Tral area where the census is being carried out are Dadsara, Norpora, Chandrigam, Amlar, Medora, Aafoo, Lorgam, Satoora, and Aripal. 

Residents of these villages told Kashmir Times that RR troops are visiting the residential houses to seek minute details about the village and villagers. The people described it as an intrusion in their personal lives. 

A delegation of Tral said that RR troopers seek details of each family member. "They note names, age and qualification, personal details, source of income and profession of every member," said the delegation. They added that troops have been visiting the houses during the daytime when the men folk are engaged in their daily work outside. "Men are away in offices or in fields at that time. This has caused fear psychosis among us and most of the men are now staying in their homes for the safety of the womenfolk," the delegation said. 

A resident among the delegation from Dadsara village of Tral said troopers told him to furnish the complete information about his family. "They wanted to know how many male and female members are in my family. They jot down their names, educational qualification and profession in their notebook," he said, adding that they even jotted down the cell numbers. 

He said that the residents of Dadsara are scared as the RR troops knock at their door. "We are not able to understand, the job of civil government is being executed by the army and we fear that our personal information would be misused," the Dadsara resident said. 

A resident of Lorgam Tral said that at least 30 RR troopers came to village and conducted the census. "They cordoned off our Mohalla and sought details from we people," he said. 

Police is unaware about the army census. "We have no knowledge about this exercise," SP Awantipora under whose jurisdiction Tral falls told media.

Defence PRO in Srinagar Lt Col J S Brar denied the allegations of the residents and said that this was not the job of the army personnel. "Such survey had to be carried out by the civil government and we are not carrying it," he said.

GUNMEN ATTACKED ME: MOTHER OF MISSING SON
Mar 10: A 70-year-old woman, who is seeking whereabouts of her missing son, said she was attacked by unidentified gunmen twice in recent months at Tregpora in Rafiabad. Her two guards who have been provided by the state government on the orders of the High Court, fired back to thwart the attack.

 Bakhti’s son Manzoor Ahmad Wani was subjected to enforced disappearance allegedly by gunmen and Army on December 21, 2001. 

 “My son was picked up by Jehangir, Qayoom both of them government gunmen and Major Bhattacharya of 28-Rashtriya Rifles. I searched for my son everywhere, but of no avail. Finally I moved to the court,” Bakhti told media. While Jehangir was killed by the militants, Qayoom is in jail. Bakhti has been provided two PSOs by the government. However, despite living under security, Bakhti alleged that government gunmen made several attempts on her life. “They want to kill me,” she said.

 Her version was corroborated by her two PSOs. “On Tuesday evening (Mar 9) at 8:25 pm, four unidentified gunmen tried to break the window of Bakhti’s house to enter inside. As soon we noticed that they were carrying weapons, we opened fire in air. The assailants fled,” said Ghulam Nabi, one of the PSO of Bakhti.

 Her another PSO, Shahnaz said on January 16, 2010 unidentified gunmen attacked the house. “I was without weapon that day and as soon I noticed the movement I called my SP. He immediately called the local Army unit and they sent the reinforcement. We are trying to catch the attackers, but being only two PSOs it is difficult,” he said.

 “They know once I’m dead nobody will follow the case. I appeal to the international human rights organizations and the chief minister, Omar Abdullah, to come to the rescue of an ailing old lady,” Bakhti said.

 The Station House Officer Sopore, Aftab Ahmad, said, “We have lodged an FIR in the latest incident and started the investigations. There are conflicting reports about the incident.”
PROTESTS AGAINST THRASHING OF SHAKEEL
SHOPIAN BANDH TODAY: MAJLIS
Mar 13: At least six protesters sustained injuries in the clashes that erupted after the arrest of Shakeel Ahanger, husband of Neelofar and brother of Asiya, by the police in Shopian. Shakeel’s arrest triggered protests by people who were fired upon rubber bullets by the police after tear smoke shells failed to disperse the agitated protesters injuring six. Shakeel, who was released later was hospitalized and referred to SMHS hospital and later to SKIMS. Majlis-i-Mushawarat while condemning the arrest and thrashing has given a call for Shopian Bandh on Mar 14.

“The government and police is frustrated by our sustained fight and resolve for peacefully demanding justice for the victims of rape and murder. The Jammu and Kashmir police is resorting to cheap tactics of harassment of Shakeel and his family,” said Majlis president, Abdul Rasheed Dalal. 

POLICE VERSION

Police alleged that Shakeel used abusive language against them but the eyewitnesses contested police claims saying that without provocation he was dragged from his shop beaten mercilessly and later detained. “Shakeel was feeding his son at his furniture shop when some policemen ordered him to park his vehicle somewhere else. But when he told them to wait for few minutes till other vehicles move, they dragged him out of the shop and mercilessly beat him up. He was detained for about five hours,” relatives and eyewitnesses told media.

The Station House Officer, Shopian, Liyakat Ahmad, accused Shakeel of attacking the policemen. “We requested him to park the vehicle somewhere else but he abused us and even attacked us after which we had to arrest him,” said SHO. He said a case has been registered against him Shakeel was later released in the evening.

His relative told media that he had bruises all over his body and was bleeding profusely. He was rushed to hospital for treatment where from he was referred to Srinagar. “He has suffered fracture in his arm and leg and has also ear and head injury,” he said.  

Mar 14: Amid massive protests Shopian town observed a complete shutdown against the detention and torture of Shakeel Ahmed Ahangar. All the shops and business establishments remained closed and traffic remained off the roads. Hundreds of people assembled in the main Chowk this morning and staged demonstrations demanding action against the policemen who “detained and tortured” Shakeel without any reason.

Mar 15: Police fired several rounds in air to disperse demonstrations. The demonstration was held and protest rally taken out against the beating and detention of Shakeel and arrest of some youth during subsequent protests.
DEMOS AGAINST ARMY FOR BLASTING HOUSES AT DADASAR

For two consecutive days, on March 5 and 6, people in hundreds demonstrated at Mir Mohalla Dadasar against the army for razing three houses to the ground during the 28-hour gun battle with the militants, which ended on March 4. The protestors said that a Masjid and other houses also suffered minor damaged during the encounter in which four militants and an army captain were killed. “The troopers blasted the three houses by planting heavy explosives causing damage to many houses around,” the villagers said.

On March 6, in Dadasar village on the encounter site a live explosive shell of security forces exploded when the villagers were removing the debris. However, nobody was injured in the explosion." The shell exploded when we were removing the debris of the houses damaged due to the mortar shelling and IED blasts by the security forces" villagers told media adding "nobody was wounded in the incident as it exploded at some distance from the two houses".

GOC Victor Force A S Nandal said the villagers are not letting the army and police to sensitize the area. "We had given the clear cut instructions to the villagers not to go near the encounter site for removing the debris. But neither they let us sensitize the area nor give any heed to our instructions," he said.

CHINKIPORA ENCOUNTER AFTERMATH

RESIDENTS APPREHEND UN-EXPLODED MATERIAL IN RUBBLE

Mar 15: Three weeks after the gunfight between militants and troops that led to the destruction of their houses, homeless residents have another worry that has been keeping them away from starting reconstruction is the fear of unexploded material left under the rubble. Even though army claims to have cleared the area after the operation was over, the residents have not cleared the debris. The affected families have accused troops of not clearing the explosive material after the three- day operation on February 26.

 “It is sheer negligence on their behalf as four days back when were digging the debris to extricate the belongings, we stumbled on an explosive device fitted with wires. We informed the police who seized it,” said Muhammad Arif, a resident.

 The worry was that they have not been able to get services of laborers on hire since this class too fears about the left over ‘risky material’. “We couldn’t get labor for the perilous task at Rs 500 even a day,” said Muhammad Sultan, a resident, pointing towards the wires that were visible in debris.

 According to them, a mishap occurred in the locality four months back, when an unexploded material went off after the gunfight ended. “Four persons, including a woman were wounded when they were clearing rubble of their damaged houses last November here,” they added.

 PRO Defence Lt Col Vineet Sood said that clearance was done in professional manner. “The clearance was done professionally,” he added. Pertinently, about 14 houses were destroyed and 20 others suffered partial damage during the three- day gunfight.

PSA, A STATE TOOL

· PSA SLAPPED ON MINOR
DON’T HARASS BOY’S PARENTS: COURT TELLS POLICE
Mar 15: The parents of 15-year-old boy booked by authorities under the Public Safety Act for stone pelting have approached the State High Court for staying the execution of the order while the court directed police not to harass the parents of the boy. Arshad Majeed Sofi, son of Abdul Majeed Sofi of old city Srinagar has been booked PSA by the authorities but the order has not been executed against him as yet.

Arshad’s parents approached the High Court with a writ petition through Advocate Arshad Andrabi seeking the “pre-execution stay of the PSA order”. They also filed a separate application before the High Court last week alleging harassment by police.

As stated in the petition before booking him under the PSA, Arshad was already booked in three cases for “incidents of sloganeering at Kawdara on 10 and 11 December 2009”.  

“An FIR 84/2009 in Police Station Safakadal, FIR 106/09 and FIR 191/09 at Police Station Maharaj Gung are registered against Arshad. He has already been bailed out in the first two FIRs and in the third one his name has been mentioned unnecessarily,” Advocate Andrabi submitted in the petition.

“But despite the fact that he is bailed out in these cases, he was booked under PSA dated 29 January 2009 vide No DMS/PSA/63 but the order has not been executed until now,” the petition read. “In the PSA order, nothing beyond these three FIRs has been shown against Arshad as the grounds for his detention and nothing compelling is there in the PSA dossier which would warrant signing of PSA against him.”

Seeking judicial intervention against the undue harassment by police, the counsel for the petitioner submitted in the High Court this week “Though the order is not executed, Police has been repeatedly harassing Arshad’s parents. Arshad’s father is a heart patient and needs treatment.”

After hearing the matter, Justice Sunil Hali directed one of the police authorities not to “harass the family of the petitioner”.

The court also asked authorities to produce records related to the cases on the next date of hearing, which has been fixed for March 18. The court also directed the authorities to file objection by that time.

Besides, the petition of Arshad Majeed, the court is also hearing the writ petition (160/2010) of Abid Showkat Mir of Zainadar Mohall of Srinagar who too has been booked under PSA for stone pelting vide Order No DMS/PSA/64 dated 20 January 2009. In this petition too, the court directed the respondents to police record of 18 March.

On March 18, High Court has stayed execution of PSA against Arshad. While staying the detention order no. DMS/PSA/63 dated January 29, 2010, Justice Mohammad Yaqoob Mir observed that the order be kept in abeyance because of the non-applicability of mind by the detaining authority. The case has been posted for hearing next week.

The petitioner’s counsel, Advocate Arshad Andrabi told media, “Justice Yaqoob observed that the grounds shown in the FIR registered against Arshad Majeed have been weighed twice by the detaining authority. The court further observed that there appears to be non-applicability of the mind on part of detaining authority while passing the detention order under PSA. The petitioner has been shown bailed-out in two FIRs registered against him but beyond those two FIRs no new grounds have been shown against him.” He said there is nothing compelling in the PSA dossier which would warrant signing of PSA against Arshad.

· NUMBERS JUST DON'T ADD UP IN HOME DEPTT

210 DETAINED UNDER PSA IN 13 DAYS?

Mar 17: If the home ministry of Jammu and Kashmir headed by Chief Minister Omar Abdullah is to be believed, 210 persons were detained under Public Safety Act (PSA) within 13 days of February 2010. Of these 210 detainees, 124 are state subjects and 86 non-state subjects. This stark reality came to fore in a reply furnished by state home department in the legislative council to a question of Jammu and Kashmir National Panthers Party (JKNPP) legislator Syed Mohammed Rafiq Shah. The reply maintains "As on February 1, 2010; 124 state subjects of Jammu and Kashmir are detained under public safety act (PSA) in jails within state and no state subject detained under PSA is presently lodged in jails outside state." 

However, what makes this reply interesting is the fact that the same home department on March 15 last, in a written reply to starred AQ no. 260 of People Democratic Party (PDP) legislator Abdul Rehman Veeri, had stated that during the period from January 5, 2010 to February 14, 2010; 334 persons were booked under public safety act (PSA) across Jammu and Kashmir. Of them, 238 are state subjects and 96 foreigners including 6 Bangladeshi nationals. 

The home department in the written reply to Veeri had also appended a list containing names of persons booked under Public Safety Act (PSA) besides giving comprehensive break-up individuals arrested under various categories. Interestingly, dates of the reply furnished by the home department to JKNPP legislator in the upper house and to PDP legislator in the legislative assembly indicate that the latter has been given more updated information as the period under consideration includes two extra weeks. 

Notably, while Abdul Rehman Veeri got fresh information of PSA detenues on March 15, Syed Rafiq Shah who got the reply has got details which are 13 days older than Veeri's. The only two possibilities for this vast gap in the figures supplied in the state legislative assembly and the state legislative council are that either 210 persons have been detained under PSA within 13 days or that the reply furnished by the home department is not correct.

Interestingly, human rights organizations have been vehemently saying that PSA has been the response of Jammu and Kashmir government whenever it has faced agitated mobs in Kashmir valley. In the aftermath of killing of two innocent youngsters, police on February 3, 2010 arrested 130 persons including some top and second rung separatist leaders from different parts of Srinagar city. 

Several separatist leaders including Democratic Freedom Party (DFP) chairman Shabir Ahmad Shah, leader of National Front (NF) Nayeem Ahmad Khan, Chief of Tehreek-e-Mazahmat Bilal Siddiqui and Chairman of Democratic Political Movement (DPM) Firdous Ahmed Shah. All these were arrested on February 4 and shifted to various jails in Jammu. Besides, more than 50 youth allegedly involved in pelting stones on police and CRPF have also been detained. 

Meanwhile, four persons were booked under Public Safety Act (PSA) at Pampore in Pulwama district for indulging in illegal production and sale of fake saffron to other parts of the country. Moreover, during the previous budget session on August 26, 2009, state government in a written reply to a question of an Independent MLA engineer Sheikh Abdul Rashid said that 2449 prisoners are in jails, in and outside Jammu and Kashmir. 

During the same budget session, on August 11, 2009, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah had put the figure of those arrested under PSA at 253 persons in written reply to a question by National Conference MLA from Kupwara Mir Saifullah. He had then claimed that acting on recommendations of screening committee, 21 detenues were released during 2008 and 44 more were released till August 2009 while adding that review of PSA cases is a continuous process. However, when verified from state home department, it was found that only 7 to 10 old detenues were released. 

Also, the list appended with reply of government gave names of only 108 out of the 253 persons detained under Public Safety Act (PSA). The 44 released included four persons against whom there are no specific charges but had been booked under the Act just for their alleged involvement in the Shopian agitation in the aftermath of the rape and murder of two women in South Kashmir district in May 2009. 

At least 21 others which included top separatist leaders were booked after agitation over Shopian rape and murder cases broke out. Strength and gravity of charges slapped on PSA detenues gets exposed in the face of the fact that not a single of the detenues has been charge-sheeted for judicial trial which shows that grounds of detention are intangible under the substantive law.
· PSA SLAPPED ON YOUTH
Mar 23: A youth from old city of Srinagar has been booked under the Public Safety Act (PSA) for his alleged involvement in stone pelting, reports media. Family sources said that Ejaz Ahmad son of Nazir Ahmad Shah of Chargari locality of old city’s Safa Kadal was arrested by police last month and released after a fortnight. 
On Friday, last week, Ejaz, a plumber by profession was summoned to police post Seki dafar Friday where he was detained and next day shifted to Kot Balwal jail. “My son is a plumber, not a stone pelter. He was summoned to police post and later shifted to Kot Balwal jail by the police,” Ejaz’s father, Nazir Ahmad Shah said.

A police official told media that the youth was a stone pelter of the area and was wanted in many incidents of stone pelting on troops and police. The official said that Ejaz was shifted to Kot Balwal Jail on Saturday, last week after PSA was slapped against him.
· LAME SOPORE YOUTH WAS BOOKED FOR GIVING BANANAS TO MILITANTS
Mar 25: High Court quashed Public Safety Act of seven detainees including a handicap hailing from Sopore, who was booked under PSA for allegedly supplying bananas to militants. Justice Hasnain Masoodi announced the judgments in separate habeas corpus writ petitions challenging the detention of seven persons under the infamous PSA.

The persons whose detention under PSA was quashed include Bashir Ahmad Dar of Saidapora Sopore, Gowhar Ahmad Rather of Chandigam Tral, Nawaz Ahmad Lone of Hardhpora, Kokernag, Altaf Ahmad Mir, Jeghangir Rasool Reshi, Shabir Ahmad Zargar from Srinagar and Mudasir Ahmad Mir.

Bashir Ahmad Dar of Sopore is a handicap. “The authorities did not spare him too and booked him under PSA in 2009. He had come to Srinagar hospital for treatment of his leg when the security agencies picked him up from Lal Chowk area in July 2009 after a shoot-out incident took place. After shifting him to Central jail, the authorities then booked him under PSA, which has now been quashed by the Court,” his counsel B A Tak told media.

He said one of the grounds mentioned in the PSA dossier against Bashir was that he supplied fruits (bananas) to militants. “I submitted before the court that booking a person on supplying fruits shows the non-application of the mind by the detaining authority. Besides, I told the court that he was not supplied the dossier material by the authorities,” Tak said.

Nawaz Ahmad Lone whose PSA was also quashed, according to his counsel Mir Shafqat Hussain, is highly qualified and has done MSc Agriculture from a Delhi University. “Before his arrest and subsequent detention under PSA, Nawaz worked as Rehbar-e-Ziraat in Agriculture Department. He was detained under PSA (DET/PSA/DMA/9/09 dated 29/8/2009) for leading a procession in August 2009 on the call given by Asiya Andrabi”.

Gowhar Ahmad Rather, whose PSA was also quashed is 17 years old and was booked under PSA on 29/10/2009 vide order No. DMS/PSA/49/2009. “He appeared for his class 10 exams while under detention in Srinagar jail,” his counsel Shafqat Hussain said.
· HC QUASHES KOKERNAG YOUTH’S DETENTION
Mar 28: The High Court has quashed detention order under Public Safety Act of a youth who was booked on charges of indulging in anti-national activities. Nawaz Ahmad Lone of Kokernag has three MSc degrees from Kashmir University, Ambedkar University and Bihar University. But apart from these degrees, he had long list of charges against him. 

In the detention order passed by the Deputy Commissioner Islamabad he had been accused of leading a procession in Achabal in 2008 and “instigating people to resort to stone pelting which caused heavy loss to government property.” The dossier said in 2009 he didn’t restrain himself and indulged in anti-national activities. He has been accused of mobilizing masses against the government. It states that Nawaz was arrested and lodged in Central Jail Srinagar. Subsequently PSA was slapped on him on August 7, 2009. He challenged the PSA through his counsel. 

However in the High Court, the Deputy Advocate General stated the detention order passed by the Deputy Commissioner Islamabad was not approved by the Government within 12 days. The Deputy Advocate General informed the Court that order has lost its force which has rendered the petition against it invalid. He said subsequently the government passed fresh detention order on August 29, 2009. The deputy advocate general said fresh detention order was not challenged in the petition. The High Court dismissed the petition of the petitioner observing that the detention passed on August 7, 2009 has not approved by the government. 

Subsequently, the petitioner challenged the second detention order through a writ petition. His counsel Mir Shafqat Hussain argued that detaining authority has power under PSA to approve detention order within the period of 12 days. He said once the detention order has not been approved by the Government it lost its life and the detainee authority was presumed to release him.  

He said even though under section 19 of the PSA the government had powers to revoke the detention of the detainee and pass the fresh order on the same grounds if technical corrections are needed in first detention order. “But in this case the Government didn’t mention technical difficulty. Instead it has clearly stated it didn’t approve the first one. So it had no reason to pass second PSA on same grounds,” he said. He pleaded for quashing of the order. The Court after hearing the arguments quashed detention.
· BARAMULLA YOUTH REBOOKED UNDER PSA, FAMILY AGHAST
Mar 29: At a time when the State government is mulling a policy to rehabilitate stone pelters, police in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district has rebooked an alleged stone pelter whose detention was quashed by court last month.

Sajad Ahmad son of Nazir Ahmad Khan of Jamia Mohalla of old town Baramulla was arrested and simultaneously booked under Public Safety Act for his alleged role in stone pelting at CRPF troops and police in the town last year. He was shifted to Udhampur jail where he served detention for at least seven months.

On February 10, this year, the court quashed Sajad’s detention and asked police to release him. However, contrary to the court order, police slapped fresh charges against the youth and rebooked him under PSA. Last week, he was again shifted to Udhampur jail. The slapping of PSA for the second term has come as a shock to Sajad’s family. His aged parents and three siblings, including two unmarried sisters are in a state of shock.

“My son is innocent. He was our lone breadwinner and worked as a clerk in Beopar Mandal. Police implicated and jailed him on concocted charges,” Sajad’s father, Nazir Ahmad Khan said. “Sajad is a responsible son. After my health deteriorated, he took care of the family. However, his arrest has made our lives difficult,” he said.

Sajad’s arrest, Khan says forced his younger brother, Zubair to give up studies and work as a vendor in one of the markets in the town. “My elder son is languishing in jail. Thanks to the State government, another had to give up studies to feed the family,” he said in a sarcastic tone.

Deputy Commissioner, Baramulla, Bashir Ahmad Dar said that the arrested youth may be involved in some other case. “I have no information in this regard. Police may have arrested him because of his involvement in other cases,” the DC said.
HR ABUSE CASES AGAINST ARMY PERSONNEL
SANCTION AWAITED IN 38 CASES
Mar 10: Jammu and Kashmir government is awaiting sanctions from Ministry of Defence to prosecute 38 army personnel involved in human rights abuses. The request for permission is pending in South Block, headquarters of Defence Ministry since 2005. 

Responding to a question by the NC Rajya Sabha MP, G. N. Ratanpuri, Defence Minister A. K. Antony said 133 complaints regarding human rights abuses were received during past six years since 2004. Highest number of complaints 34 were received during 2005. During 2009 some 21 complaints were received. 

After investigations, Jammu and Kashmir government asked for permission to prosecute 38 army personnel. Sixteen prosecutions were sought during 2006, while just one prosecution was sought during 2009. Antony, however, said no permission for prosecution was granted during past six years. 

SYSTEM TO COUNTER TERRORISM: The minister also said the Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO) were involved in development of defence technologies focused on emerging security threats. He said the DRDO was also busy in developing new technologies and devices as projected by security forces, both military as well as Para-military. He said a comprehensive mission mode programme with participation of many DRDO labs, security forces and industries was being formulated. 

The year-wise number of requests for permission to prosecute Army personnel during the past six years, year-wise are given in the table. 
	YEAR
	NO. OF REQUESTS

	2004
	--

	2005
	02    

	2006
	16

	2007
	10

	2008
	09

	2009
	01  

	Total
	38


GOVT DATA SELF-CONTRADICTORY
HR GROUPS SEEK ICRC INVESTIGATION
Mar 24: The successive state governments continue to dish out contradictory statements on turmoil-related disappearances in Jammu and Kashmir. Chief Minister Omer Abdullah’s latest figures of 1102 disappearances since 1989, contradict the figures provided by the NC government in 2002. In July 2002, the then Minister of State for Home Khalid Najeeb Soharwardy had stated in the legislative assembly that 3184 persons have disappeared since 1989.

On March 25, 2003 the then Minister for Law Muzaffar Hussain Beig has been quoted as saying that 3744 have disappeared in the State. Only after a month the then Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad Sayeed in April 2003 told reporters at a joint press conference with the then Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee at Srinagar airport that only 60 persons are “missing in JK” and the rest “have crossed the LoC for arms training.” 

Mufti’s statement had evoked widespread condemnation from the human rights groups particularly the Association of the Disappeared Persons. The APDP claims that 8000 persons have disappeared in the State since 1989 when militancy erupted in the State.

On June 21, 2003, the then Minister of State for Home Abdul Rehman Veeri told the legislative assembly in Srinagar that 3744 persons have disappeared in the State from 1990. During the Congress-led coalition government, the State gave different figures. It said that 693 disappearances cases have been registered in the State since 1989.

As many as 79 inquiries have been instituted so far. Three judicial commissions have looked into the issue of missing persons. Most of their recommendations have been ignored.

Pervez Imroz, a human rights lawyer, says that the successive governments over the years have not made any effort to act seriously on the issue of disappearances in Kashmir. Instead, he added, that the government was coming out with contradictory statements to belittle the issue and lower its significance before the international community. He said if the State government is sincere to address the issue of disappearances in JK, it should allow the ICRC to investigate the disappearances. He said the ICRC, which has mandate in JK, has already conducted such investigations in other conflict areas of the world.

The noted human rights activist Gautam Navlakha said it seems successive governments have opened shops about the issue of disappearance and every government comes in market with new prices. He said one government says above 3000, and others say mere hundred. “This is shocking”, he added.
KASHMIRIS SOFT TARGET OUTSIDE 

· KASHMIRIS HELD IN CHENNAI
Mar 4: Two persons hailing from Kashmir were found begging outside a Masjid here have been taken for questioning by the city police after they were found moving in a suspicious manner.

"Enquiries reveal that they had come to Chennai last year from Kashmir, returned home and came back again early this year. They were found begging outside a Masjid here and moving in a suspicious manner," officials said today. However, "nothing adverse has been found so far" about them but inquiry was on, they said.
On March 8, at least 16 Kashmiri youth have been arrested by police from a market in Chennai (previously known as Madras) late night (March 7 police said.

“Based on information provided by the two youths, the others were picked up for inquiry from a lodge at Triplicane,” police officials said. They said the detained persons have told police that they were small-time traders selling clothes. Those detained were aged between 25 and 30 and had told police that they had come to sell clothes here after buying them from Ludhiana in Punjab.

Last week, two persons hailing from Kashmir, found begging outside a local Masjid here, were detained for enquiry after their movements raised suspicion.

Talking to media, the Commissioner of police Chennai, T Rajendra acknowledged that some Kashmiri youth were picked up for routine questioning in view of Prime Minister’s visit to the city. “The security has been beefed up in the city in view of Prime Minister’s visit. We have been questioning people as a routine security exercise.” Rajendra said that Kashmiri youth detained for routine questioning had been let off.

Inspector General of Police, Kashmir zone, Farooq Ahmad said, “We have taken up the issue with Chennai police and youth were released. We told them that if any suspicion is raised about any Kashmiri, JK police must be intimated immediately for clarification.” 
· ‘PEPSI BOMBER’ ARRESTED: GUJARAT POLICE

Mar 14: The Gujarat police claimed to have arrested a Kashmiri named by it as “Pepsi bomber” who was allegedly recruiting youths and had conducted a recce of key sites including ISRO facility in the state. “We have arrested one Basheer Ahmed Baba alias Aijaz, 32, from near Samarkha village in Anand district last night,” Gujarat Anti-Terror Squad chief Ajay Tomar said in Ahmedabad.

Baba, who was out on bail, was arrested on a tip off provided by Central security agencies after police got a whiff of his activities which were being closely monitored. “Baba’s main job was to identify vulnerable youth, brainwash them and sent them to Pakistan for terror training, adding he had till now sent nearly 3000 youths for the purpose,” Tomar said.

Tomar said Baba, a resident of Srinagar, was known as “Pepsi Bomber” for his ability to assemble Improvised Explosive Devices in empty Pepsi cans along with an accomplice.

On Mar 15, pleading for his innocence, the family members of Bashir Ahmad protested in Srinagar and said he was arrested in Gujarat under a “conspiracy”. Baba’s family members said he was just a camp coordinator of Kimaaya, a cleft centre and craniofacial research institute. “Bashir had gone to Ahmedabad a month back for training and for establishing his own cleft centre,” said Nazir Ahmad Baba, Bashir’s brother.

“Four days back we lost contact with him and suddenly on Sunday (Mar14) there was news on TV about his arrest. He is totally innocent. The allegations against him are totally baseless,” Nazir said.

The family members appealed the chief minister to personally intervene into the matter. “This is a clear conspiracy against Kashmiris who are not allowed to work outside. We request Chief Minister Omar Abdullah to intervene and tell us why it has happened and how it has happened. On what charges he was arrested and what is the proof of his involvement,” he said.

“This is how Kashmiris are being treated in different parts of India. We yesterday called IG Kashmir and he assured us about his safety but we’re skeptical about his future,” Nazir said.

On March 18, the family and relatives of Kashmiri youth, arrested by Gujarat police protested and demanded his immediate release. The family has sought chief minister, Omar Abdullah’s intervention in the matter. They said Bashir was not a Hizbul-Mujahideen commander as claimed by Gujarat police. “He is innocent and has been implicated in the case,” they said.

REPATRIATE FOREIGN NATIONALS: SHRC TO GOVT

Mar 9: The Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) has asked the Government to take up with the Union Government, the expatriation of the foreign nationals who have served their term in various offenses. SHRC chairperson, Justice (Retd) Syed Bashir-ud-Din made the recommendation after conducting an on-the-spot assessment of the Kot Balwal jail in Jammu last month.

In his 9-page report, the chairperson has stated that among the jail inmates, 72 were foreign nationals - 13 of them convicts, nine under trials and 50 booked under the Public Safety Act. “Many of inmates said they had either served the awarded sentences or completed their detention period. One of them stated that he had been in jail for the past 15 years,” the report said.

“The inmates who have served their term and against whom no cases are pending cannot be held indefinitely. Cases of such detainees have to be taken up with the Central Government so that they are expatriated to their countries of origin,” the report added. The report recommended that the Government and concerned authorities “should earnestly in all seriousness initiate and expedite the process to culminate expatriation of the jail inmates held in the state.”

The report stated that the detainees complained they were not being provided transportation facilities to face trials in Reasi, Ramban, Poonch, Rajouri, Doda and Kishtwar. “Thereby they are not able to appear before the courts on the fixed dates. The proceedings get delayed ultimately leading to inordinate delay in disposal of cases,” it added.

The SHRC has recommended the Government to examine feasibility of providing single separate cell to arrange for transport and security to take detainees to courts in other districts. “Providing of unified centralized agency for the purpose would be economical, time-saving and more efficient. This job can be given to the prison authorities headed by the Director General of Prisons,” report added.

The report stated that there is no legal aid service or grievance redressal mechanism in place in the jail. “Complaint resolution mechanism is not in vogue. Attending to grievances where personnel, activists from outside the jail have to be actively associated, is almost non-existent. Such activities are not at all encouraged,” it adds.

Report recommended that a counseling centre and a legal aid cell should be set up to counsel the detainees in matters like bails, appeals and petitions, to be made in the court.

The Commission castigated the jail authorities for failing to record the name and purpose of the officials who have been visiting the jail. “It is stated that the district and sessions Judge and the concerned Government officials on average visit the jail once in six months, though the statutory schedule for such visits under the law including jail manual is not adhered to. The condition in the jails would improve if supervision, monitoring and inspections are in place.” The report also recommended up-gradation of medical, library facilities besides providing recreational and sports facilities

SHRC CONTESTS POLICE’S LOC CROSSOVER CLAIM ORDERS FRESH PROBE TO TRACE YOUTH

Mar 11: The State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) contested the police claim that youth Shakeel Ahmad of Khash Khash Bagh Saida Kadal missing since 2003 had crossed the Line of Control. The Commission directed the police to reinvestigate the case and trace his whereabouts.

The victim’s father, Muhammad Rajab, in his complaint to SHRC had stated that his son, Shakeel Ahmad, who was undergoing nursing training at SMHS, went missing on September 23, 2003. He had alleged that despite Court direction, the Police had not registered a case.

Taking cognizance of the case, the SHRC had directed the Director General of Police to file a factual report. “Inquiries have revealed that Shakeel Ahmad was local trained militant of HM outfit. He was arrested along with arms and ammunition in 1990 and detained in Kot Balwal Jammu Jail and Central Jail for 18 months under Public Safety Act (PSA). After his release he managed his admission in AMT Nursing School SMHS Srinagar and continued his contact with militants. On July 24, 2003, he rejoined militant ranks and crossed over to other side. Since he continued to be there, no missing report was lodged by his family in the local Police Station,” the DGP had stated in the report.

Shakeel’s family deposed before the Commission that he was falsely implicated by the police. They stated that the District and Sessions Judge Budgam had acquitted Shakeel. “In case the police were aware of the fact that my son had crossed over LoC then why no case was registered against him in the concerned Police Station. The report produced by the DGP is concocted and baseless,” the family had told the Commission and also produced a witness to substantiate their argument.

In its judgment, the Commission’s Division Bench comprising, chairperson, Justice (Retd) Syed Bashir-ud-din and member Abdul Rashid Khan maintained that Shakeel was a student of AMT College and had disappeared under mysterious circumstances in 2003.

“The complainant tried his level best to trace his missing son. He on several occasions approached the police to get a missing report registered. The police officers who were at the helm of affairs at that time were callous in discharging their duties and did not take the cognizance of the complaint, nor did they take any steps to trace out the missing person,” the SHRC observed.

“In totality of facts and circumstances and evidence the Commission thinks it would be proper and appropriate to direct the SSP Srinagar and SP North Srinagar to take cognizance of the complaint by entering a missing report in concerned Police Station. All possible steps need to be taken to bring the enquiry and search of the missing person to its logical conclusion,” it stated. The Commission directed the police to file the Action Taken Report within a month.

GUNMEN SET AFIRE VILLAGER'S HOUSE IN SHOPIAN
Mar 28: Panic gripped Shalidara- Keller in Shopian on March 27, when unidentified gunmen looking for Reyaz Ahmad Poswal barged into his house and allegedly set the house ablaze. The family members managed to escape under the cover of darkness from the house. Police has brought the family members to police station and a case has been registered in this regard. Reports said that unidentified gunmen were asking for Reyaz Ahmad Poswal of Shalidara Keller last night. When they barged into his house, family members along with Reyaz managed to escape under the cover of darkness from their house.

The gunmen allegedly fired on Reyaz but he gave a slip to them and thereafter, gunmen set the house ablaze. Reports said the incident rendered the villagers shell shocked and no body stepped out of their homes.

“When we heard the sound of firing we could not even move in our homes and people were shocked .When the police came after then we stepped out of our houses," said a local resident. SSP Shopian Shahid Meraj said, "Actually the gun men wanted to kill Reyaz so they entered into the house. Although they fired on Reyaz but Reyaz along with family members managed to escape from house and then gunmen set the house on fire."

He added that after the incident police immediately cordoned off the area but as the area is hilly so they could not trace out the militants." The fire service personnel were also on job to extinguish the fire. The affected family along Reyaz Poswal was also brought to safety. "We have lodged FIR in this regard and investigations are going on," SSP added. 
IN 20 YRS J-K WITNESSES 820 CLASHES

Mar 9: As many as 577 militants were killed in various group clashes between different militant outfits during past two decades of militancy in Jammu and Kashmir. As per the recent State Home Ministry statistics, as many as 820 incidents of group clashes have taken place between various militant outfits due to turf war in last 20 years of militancy and 577 militants and 173 civilians were killed in these incidents. Around 102 terrorists and 398 civilians were injured in these incidents, the report said. 

"The militant outfits clash with each other over turf war, women, land disputes and supremacy. Group clashes between foreign militants and locals were also witnessed more this time," a senior police officer said. 

The highest number of 170 group clashes took place in 1995 in which 108 militants and 35 civilians were killed and 23 militants and 57 civilians were injured. 

It was followed by 168 incidents in 1994 in which 110 terrorists and 29 civilians were killed and 15 militants and 47 civilians injured. Similarly, 121 incidents took place in 1993 followed by 103 in 1992, 87 in 1996 in which 74 militants and 30 civilians were killed. In 1992, 64 militants and 41 civilians were killed. 

KASHMIR HAS 97000 ORPHANS, 32000 WIDOWS: STUDY

‘WIDOWS, ORPHANS OF SECURITY FORCES BETTER THAN OF MILITANTS OR CIVILIANS’

Mar 12: The two-decade conflict in Kashmir has rendered more than 32000 women as widows and more than 97000 children as orphans, reveals a research study. 

“There were 32400 widows and 97200 orphans in 2008 in Kashmir and the number is growing. With the continuity and intensification of armed conflict, their life conditions have deteriorated to the miserable subhuman level,” says ‘A Sociological Study of Widows and Orphans’, conducted by noted Sociologist, Prof Bashir Ahmad Dabla. “The number of widows grew up from 16000 in 2000 to 32400 in 2008,” says the study.

It says sudden death of male members has shattered thousands of families leaving behind impoverished and emotionally traumatized widows and orphans.

However, the study reveals that condition of widows and orphans of security forces was better as compared to those of militants or civilians. “The widows and orphans belonging to military, security and police forces have been taken care of properly by providing pension and other monetary benefits to widows and scholarships/fellowships and reservation for orphans by their respective organizations. But at the same time, dominant majority of widows and orphans belonging to ex-militants and common people suffer extremely.”

“Neither state nor NGOs have been able to help them in an organized and systematic manners. The tragic aspect of the situation is that the state has not adopted any specific social policy and programme in this regard. Their problems accumulate and intensify day-by-day,” it reveals.

On how can be condition of widows and orphans improved, the study suggests: “For the welfare of widows and orphans, a 3-tier effort system is necessary. Individuals, society/community and the state must share responsibilities in terms of coordination, organization and effective implementation of relevant programmes.”

“The problems of widows and orphans can’t be solved effectively and in totality without taking help of broader society. The efforts of NGOs are highly needed, as their efforts are very small here. Immediate need is to take the help of NGOs in purposeful and effective implementation of governmental programmes and schemes,” it suggested.
KOTBALWAL JAIL OFFICIALS IN DOCK FOR ‘CONTEMPT OF COURT’ 

FOLLOW UP
Mar 4: Hearing a contempt petition against Kotbalwal Jail authorities, J&K High Court directed contemnors to remain present in the court on the next hearing, which has been fixed after three weeks from now. The court also permitted Bar Association to lead the evidence against Kotbalwal Jail SP and Dy SP for allegedly violating the High Court orders.

The contempt petition 426/2010 filed by J&K High Court Bar Association against Kotbalwal Jail SP, Mirza Saleem Beg and DSP R S Jamwal came up for hearing Justice Hasnain Masoodi of High Court. The petitioner were represented in the court by Bar president Advocate Mian Qayoom , while as from the respondents side Advocate Sheikh Shakeel appeared in the case for the first time.

Bar had filed contempt petition in the High Court on January 09 against the duo for violating High Court orders dated January 1 by not allowing a four-member Bar team to meet the jail inmates on January 7.

Subsequently, the court directed the petitioners to lead the evidence and provide list of the witnesses to be produced before the court within a week. Advocate Qayoom told Rising Kashmir, “Justice Hasnain Masoodi also directed contemnors to be present in the court during next hearing fixed after three weeks.” 
IPTK PRESENTS ‘BURIED EVIDENCE’ AT UNHRC
Mar 18: “Buried Evidence”, a report on unknown, unmarked, and mass graves in Kashmir by the International People’s Tribunal on Human Rights and Justice, was presented at a sidebar event during the United Nations Human Rights Council’s 13th Regular Session in Geneva on March 17.

 In a statement IPTK said, its co-convener and Prof, California Institute of Integral Studies, Dr. Angana Chatterji presented the report and spoke on a panel, “The Global Phenomenon of Enforced Disappearances and the Entry into Force of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.” 

 She said independent investigations must be undertaken in Kashmir, across all 10 districts, to inquire into if and how the 8,000 alleged enforced disappearances since 1989 correlate with the number of bodies in unknown, unmarked, and mass graves. 

 Chairperson and Rapporteur, UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, Jeremy J Sarkin spoke about the urgency to ratify the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance to address institutionalized systems of impunity.
NO POLICE OFFICER PENALISED FOR HR VIOLATIONS IN J&K
Mar 18: J&K government has neither punished nor prosecuted police officers allegedly involved in 168 cases of human rights violations which includes cases of custodial killings and enforced disappearances in which state government had ordered magisterial inquiries and judicial probes. 

These include just 8 cases of murder and 13 cases of attempt to murder. 147 other cases have been registered against police personnel for kidnapping, abetment to suicide, theft, robbery, rioting, obscenity, wrongful confinement, attempt to rape, enforced disappearance and corruption. Of the 168 cases, 140 have been challaned and are pending before the court of law, 22 are under investigations and 6 others were not admitted. 

According to home department, 60 cases have been registered in Srinagar city, 58 in Jammu zone, 10 in Samba, 15 in Doda, 5 in Budgam, 13 in Ganderbal, 10 in Baramulla and 1 in Anantnag. The department has maintained that no case of human rights violation by police personnel has been registered in Leh, Kargil, Pulwama, Awantipora, Kulgam, Shopian, Kupwara, Handwara and Sopore. 

None of the involved police personnel have been punished nor prosecuted so far. With 140 cases sub-judice, sources aver that despite having best brains at work including an Additional Advocate General (AAG) for whom post has been shifted to New Delhi, government has been unable to bring the guilty officials to justice. Besides, police and other investigating agencies have been taking too much time in completing investigations in various cases of human rights abuse. 

This admission was made by state home department in reply to a cut motion of Jammu and Kashmir National Panthers Party (JKNPP) MLA Harshdev Singh who had sought details of officers who have been punished or prosecuted for atrocities on civilians and for criminal or any other offences along with details of ongoing investigations against police personal. 

State home department has appended a list of police officers, who are facing trail in different cases of murder, attempt to murder, loot, arson, corruption, kidnapping, abetment to suicide, wrongful confinement and similar other criminal offences but has categorically stated that none has been punished or prosecuted so far. 

Interestingly, the case of Abdul Rehman Paddar's fake encounter killing in December 2006 which actually prompted former Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad to order probe into the allegations of custodial killing is also pending in the court of law since the day case was instituted for trial. Paddar, a carpenter by profession was killed in a fake encounter on the outskirts of Ganderbal. 

The cops had branded him as a foreign militant. Paddar’s body was exhumed on February 1, 2007. Soon after his exhumation in Ganderbal, skeletons started tumbling out. Paddar’s exhumation was followed by four other exhumations. All these bodies were identified by their family members and police in a swift action with the arrests of former SP Ganderbal Hans Raj Parihar, his deputy Bahadur Ram and other involved Special Operation Group (SOG) personnel. 

Home department has mentioned this case in its list appended along with the reply of cut-motion. Several international organizations including Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch (HRW) have in their annual reports for the year 2009 lamented the fact that those booked for human rights violations either go scot free or prefer silence over the repeated reminders of respective courts including the Supreme Court of India. 

From BJP led NDA to Congress led UPA, the official tag line has been "penalizing security forces for even legally established crimes against humanity committed by them demoralize their morale and on the contrary encourages anti-national elements to spread their venomous anti-India agenda." 

MILITARIZATION 

· ARMY OCCUPIES 13,885 ARCES OF KARGIL LAND: GOVERNMENT
Mar 17: The government today said as many as 13,885 acres of land was under army occupation in Kargil district. Replying to the question of Aga Syed Ahmed Rizvi during Question Hour in Legislative Council, Law and parliamentary Affairs Minister, Ali Muhammad Sagar on the behalf of Chief Minister told the House that army was in occupation of 13,885 acres of land of which, 13,412 acres is state land and 472 acres is private.

In addition, an area of 12,107 acres has been notified as ‘Khurbathang Firing Range’ for the period of 10 years as per the government order issued on March 8, 2004, he said. Rizvi demanded that firing range should be shifted from the area as this is a cause great worry to the people.

“The state land has been occupied by army at different points of time and similarly the private lands were also taken over by army from land owners through direct negotiations and hiring which were subsequently regularized for pay of rentals,” Sagar said.  
· GANDERBAL'S FAMOUS TOURIST SPOT OCCUPIED BY ARMY
Mar 19: Prang in central district of Ganderbal, once regarded as one of the famous tourist resorts in the valley, has now virtually vanished. The tourist resort has been occupied by counter-insurgency agency Rashtriya Rifles since 2004. Bestowed with a natural beauty, with river Indus running on the west, a beautiful forest on the east and a unique quality of its cool breeze and natural vegetation has no more remained a tourist resort. Its charm may soon become history as it has been virtually turned into an army camp. 

Some of the locals told media that army is occupying the whole area of the once famous picnic spot and it is now being converted into a full fledged army base camp. "Besides other tourist resorts of the valley, Prang was deemed as one of the famous tourist resorts up to the early nineties but the floods in 1992 destroyed the tourist huts," said Mukhtar Ahmad, a resident of Prang. He added that the tourist department did not turn up to renovate the flood destroyed structures and this time Prang has lost its sheen and is no more a picnic spot after the security men occupied it. 

"We have appealed the higher officials of the tourism department to renovate the resort and have appealed the top army officials to put in kind efforts so that army will vacate. However, no one is paying any heed to our pleas," locals said. They urged the army to vacate from there as the occupation has marred their livelihood. 

Officials of the tourism department refused to comment over the issue. They, however, said they are renovating each and every tourist resort in the state in a phased manner.  
Army admitted that a company of counter-insurgency Rashtriya Rifles is staying there. "If government asks us we will vacate and look for alternate accommodation," army said.
· 20 YRS ON, TROOPS STILL OCCUPY SOPORE INDUSTRIAL EST
ENTREPRENEURS LOSE RS 50 CR; GOVT ASSURES ACTION SOON
Mar 31: Even as the government is focusing on industrial activity to tackle the challenging unemployment in state, the continued occupation of units in Sopore Industrial Estate by troops has rendered hundreds jobless, besides robbing the unit-holders of business worth crores.

In 1989, when militancy erupted in Kashmir, the troops occupied 13 prime units of the industrial estate near Amargarh. Despite repeated assurances from the government to the owners, the men from Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 177 Bn have stayed put.

According to president, Sopore Industrial Estate, Javid Ahmad Bhat, the units under occupation of troops include plastic shoes, joinery, soap, general fabrication and five units of barbed wire and nails. He said the industry witnessed losses to the tune of Rs 50 crore in 20 years of forced occupation. He claimed the five units of nails and barbed wire alone were running business worth crores in the town at that point of time. 

"These units not only met the nail requirements of Sopore's prime fruit industry but the locals also availed special discounts," Bhat said. He claimed that presently Sopore town alone has over Rs 20 crore of nail business, both in domestic terms and in dealings with nail manufacturing units outside state.

“However, due to continued occupation of the units, the benefit goes to companies outside state,” he said. The industrial estate is spread over 82 kanals of prime land, of which 60 kanals are under occupation of troops. Presently, only 14 units are in production. The evacuation of troops, unit-holders contend, would not only generate revenue in crores but also provide job opportunities to over 500 youth.

“When the troops occupied the industrial estate in 1989, at least 150 people were rendered jobless," they claimed. In fact, seven new business start-ups having secured provisional registration could not set up units due to the occupation by troops. Their cases have been on the hold for past two decades.

On December 27, 2008, Governor N N Vohra assured that all troops would be evacuated from business establishments. The unit-holders in the industrial estate now pin hopes on Chief Minister Omar Abdullah to do the needful. “Omar has assured us of action. He even took up the issue in the Assembly in Jammu. We hope he will look into our plight and will usher in a new beginning as the livelihood of hundreds of families is affected," unit-holders said.

Industries Minister S S Salathia said the units would be evacuated in couple of months as the matter is under active consideration of the government. “We had a meeting with chief minister in this regard. I have also shot a letter to the troops high command to evacuate the units. In next few months the units would be set free,” Salathia said.

IED EXPLOSIONS

· BSF JAWAN INJURED IN MINE BLAST 
Mar 29: A Border Security Force (BSF) Jawan was injured when a landmine exploded during patrolling along Line of Control (LoC) in Poonch district. Police said during routine patrolling by BSF, a land mine exploded near 9,813 forward post of BSF along LoC in Sabzian area of Poonch district, police said, adding that there was snow in the area and he accidentally stepped over a land mine. The injured Jawan identified as Pardeep Sharma (belt number 951063475) was hospitalized, they said.

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

· INFILTRATION UP: GOVT

Mar 1: The state government admitted that 2009 witnessed surge in infiltration. “During 2009, the gross infiltration (attempts) were estimated at 485 and net infiltration (number of militants) was 113,” the Minister Incharge for Home informed the Legislative Assembly.

“During 2008, infiltration bids were estimated at 342, while 57 militants intruded. There was an increase of 143 bids in 2009 and 56 more militants were able to infiltrate as compared to last year,” the Minister added.

· KASHMIR IN RAJYA SABHA  

245 MILITANTS KILLED IN 2009

IN 20 YRS, 11876 EXPLOSIONS KILL 1754; 15589 INJURED

Mar 3: Troops, paramilitary troops and police killed 245 militants in Jammu and Kashmir last year, when the number of infiltration attempts by militants from Pakistan administered Kashmir went up marginally, according to official figures. “Attempts at infiltration from across the LoC (saw) a marginal increase during 2009,” Minister of State for Home Affairs Ajay Maken said referring to the Line of Control. He said 342 incursion attempts were recorded in 2008 and 485 in 2009, the minister told the Rajya Sabha in a written reply.

Maken said militant activities showed a “declining trend - from 708 in 2008 to 499 in 2009” in Jammu and Kashmir. “As per the statistics provided by the ministry of defence, the militants killed in Jammu and Kashmir are 245 in 2009, and 27 up to 21 February 2010,” he said.

The minister said the government had adopted a multi-pronged approach to contain cross-border infiltration in the State. This “includes strengthening of border management and multi-tiered and multi-modal deployment along international border and the LoC and infiltration routes”. He said the government was also upgrading border fencing, acquiring latest weapons and equipment, and synergizing intelligence flow to check infiltration from Pakistan.

Meanwhile, according to the latest official data of the State home ministry, the militants, in a change of strategy to avoid casualties in its ranks, triggered 11,876 explosions claiming 1754 lives while 15,589 others were injured during the past two decades in Jammu and Kashmir. According to the data, militants have now resorted to Improvised Explosive Devices and grenade attacks to avoid direct conflict with troops in the state.

"Militants are using IEDs and grenades as a tool to cause casualties to troops and thereby avoiding direct conflict. This is the part of their target and hit strategy to avoid their own casualty," a senior police officer said. Of these 11,876 explosions, 5682 were caused by IEDs and 6,194 by hurling of grenades. The highest number of explosions – 1522 - took place in 1990, followed by 1005 explosions in 1993, it said.

Similarly, the maximum number of casualties reported was 153 and 1021 injured in 1995. While 133 were killed and 1,443 injured in 2001, the report said, adding the number of blasts in those two years were 945 and 775. However, there was fall in grenade attacks during the past two years with 79 and 170 blasts in 2009 and 2008.Around 47 were killed and 208 injured in these grenade attacks, the report added.

· FORCES VACATE 939 BUILDINGS: GOVERNMENT

Mar 4: The Jammu and Kashmir government said that security forces have vacated 939 buildings across the state in 2009. “As many as 939 buildings have been vacated by the security forces in JK last year. These include 311 government buildings, 590 private buildings, 30 hotels and eight cinema halls so far,” Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Ali Muhammad Sagar told the Assembly.

He was responding to a resolution moved by PDP members on withdrawal of security forces from civilian areas and revocation of Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) in JK.

· SAGAR AGAINST COLLATERAL DAMAGE IN ENCOUNTERS
Mar 6: Law minister Ali Mohammad Sagar termed as wrong the collateral damage in the gunfights leading to heavy loss of public property and insisted “it should not happen.”

“We are for least or no collateral damage during gunfights as it is wrong. It should not happen,” he said responding to query by reporters on sidelines of a function after inaugurating the model village in Khiram-Bijbhera. He said that adequate relief would be provided to victims at Sopore and Tral.

· OF 4500 CASES 3700 SETTLED IN 18 MONTHS
Mar 7: In past one and half year the State government has almost completed the target of SRO 43 cases by settling 3688 out of 4500 cases by March 1, 2010, sources said. The government has provided the compensation and ex-gratia to next of kin of the deceased to the tune of Rs 61 crore so far and 1500 persons have been provided jobs, sources said. 

A senior official in the General Administration Department said the present Government came up with the policy of one-time cash compensation option for the affected families to dispose off the cases with exigency. He said some 4500 cases had piled up over the years making it difficult for the government to provide them jobs. “The families of the affected where given option whether they would prefer jobs or cash component. The cash component is given instantly. Most of them preferred the cash component of Rs one lakh as ex-gratia and Rs 4 lakh as compensation,” he said.   

The official said those who were eligible and qualify for the government job were provided the jobs. He said even those who could become eligible within a year of the incident have been provided the option of jobs. The government had given target to Deputy Commissioner’s to complete the cases by March 1, 2010. Highly placed sources said the government had conveyed to the Deputy Commissioners’ that it wouldn’t provide jobs under SRO 43 for those who are not eligible. Instead, it has asked them to convince concerned candidates to get cash compensation. 

Sources said the Government though has not issued any orders that the employment would not be provided under SRO 43 cases after March, it has verbally conveyed the same. “There are no jobs available and cash component was only weapon with us,” said a DC on condition of the anonymity. However he said in only those cases where government would give commitment for employment, they will be employed.  

· 180 MILITANTS ACTIVE IN HILLY REGION OF JAMMU: POLICE
Mar 8: The J&K police claimed that there were 180 militants active in the hilly areas of Jammu region. “The policy of scout, seek and kill remained the most effective in eliminating militants. There are around 180 militants still operating in the mountainous regions of Jammu region,” said Inspector General of Police (IGP) Jammu Range, Ashok Kumar Gupta. “We are expecting more infiltration bids with the onset of summer,” he said. 

He claimed that police has killed at least 10 commanders of Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) and Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) across the Jammu region by launching `surgical strikes’ in Pir Panjal area of the state. “At least 21 women Over Ground Worker are active in the remote parts of erstwhile Doda district,” he added. “Instead of big SOG teams of 20 to 30 members, we formed small teams of 5 to 6 men,” he said adding this has given us better results.

· 20 % MILITANTS IN JK WITHOUT GUNS: POLICE  
Mar 8: Police said different winter strategy to counter militancy and cross-border infiltration was successful and today 20 percent militants in Jammu and Kashmir are without guns. Addressing media persons in Jammu, IGP Jammu, Ashok Gupta said, "At least 20 percent militants are without guns, so imagine a journalist without a pen. So our strategy will be to see that they (militants) don't get these things from across the border, from normal channels... money, persons or weapons. That is our strategy we are working at," he said.

He claimed that around 180 militants were active in the Jammu province. “However, the militants were running out of weapons due to the loss of their cadre in the last two months”. “We targeted OGWs be it ladies or others. We have booked many of them to send our message loud and clear,” he said adding they are hopeful that more militants will be killed this year.

Gupta said, “So far, 17 militants including 10 top commanders have been killed. It is a great achievement, I must say."

· ARMY'S COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL FROM JK IMPOSSIBLE: FORMER DGP  
Mar 9: Former Director General of Jammu and Kashmir police, Gopal Sharma has negated the possibility of withdrawal of army from the state. “I think army’s complete withdrawal from Jammu and Kashmir is just not possible and great caution should be taken while thinking about the same,” said Sharma while speaking in a panel discussion organized by the Institute of Peace and Conflict studies (IPCS), a leading think-tank in security issues in South Asia, at New Delhi.

"The abusive slogans from crowds during protests are meant to provoke a soldier that comes from mainland India. These mindsets are not coming from Kashmir but are what can be called western disturbances,” he said.

· 419 STONE THROWERS ARRESTED: DGP  
PSA SLAPPED ON 25

Mar 10: Director General of Police, Kuldip Khoda has disclosed that 419 stone throwers have been arrested in Valley and 25 of them have been booked under Public Safety Act.

"Action under law has been taken against 419 persons, mostly stone throwers. Process is on and all those who are directly or indirectly involved in stone pelting will be identified and action taken against them,” Khoda told a Jammu based newspaper. He said so far police have booked 25 mentors and organizers of stone pelters under the PSA.

Stating that stone pelting has many dimensions, DGP  claimed that separatists, Over Ground Workers (OGWs) of militants and certain vested interests have been lending direct and indirect support to militants by diverting attention of security forces and police.

"This (the stone pelting) helps militants to move from one place to another. This leaves less chance of militants getting detected. Return of peace and developmental activities were also suffering", Khoda said.

He said police have identified 700 to 800 stone pelters while number of their organizers was confined to double digit. “We have some clues about political and businessmen support to stone pelters and it would come up very soon with details,” he said.

Pointing out that some of the businessmen involved in stone pelting were ‘important’, the DGP said some others were kerosene oil depot holders who are directly benefited by stone pelting as it helps them to indulge in black-marketing and earn money.

· 23 TOP ULTRAS KILLED IN VALLEY: IGP
Mar 11: Twenty three militants including five foreign ultras and two top commanders have been killed and 16 arrested by police and security forces across the Kashmir valley in less than two and a half months this year. There were only five casualties of security forces and one of police.

IGP Kashmir zone Farooq Ahmed said five foreign mercenaries and two top commanders of different militant outfits have been eliminated in the Valley this year. While a lone foreign militant was killed in January, two more were killed in February and March till date. A top commander each was killed in January and February.

Sixteen local but hardcore militants of different outfits have been killed this year so far. Six local militants each were killed in January and February while four have been killed in March so far, the IGP Kashmir said.

        Sixteen militants have been arrested during first two months of this year. While six ultras were arrested in January, number of the arrested militants went up to 10 this year. Police suffered only one casualty in the month of January while security forces had five fatal casualties including one in the month of January and four in February.

· 597324 KANAL LAND UNDER TROOPERS OCCUPATION: GOVT  

TILL MILITANCY PREVAILS AFSPA WILL CONTINUE

334 BOOKED UNDER PSA FROM 5 JAN TO 14 FEB 2010

Mar 15: Disclosing that at least 597324 kanal and 3 Marlas of land are still under their occupation for which no rent has been paid, the government ruled out revocation of AFSPA till militancy prevailed and stated that 334 persons have been booked under Public Safety Act (PSA) from January 5 to February 2010.

The data was released by Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, who is also the home minister, in Assembly during the ongoing budget session through a written reply to a query raised by senior PDP leader Abdul Rehman Veeri. He said 597324 kanals and 3 Marlas of State land was still under occupation of troopers and no rent has been paid for it.

The data further revealed that 334 persons were booked under Public Safety Act from January 5, 2009 to February 14, 2010. “These include 178 local militants, 31 separatists, 29 timber smugglers, 62 foreign militants, 28 illegal border crossers and six Bangladeshi nationals,” it read.

 “It is also used for regulating the continued presence of foreigners and PaK residents with a view to expel them from the State. There is no question of detaining any person under PSA for a minor offence,” the government said. The government further disclosed that infiltration has increased by 98 percent in 2009 as compared to 2008.

Regarding violence, the government said that overall security scenario has improved during last two years. “499 incidents of violence occurred in 2009 and 465 persons were killed from January 1, 2009 to March 1, 2010. The dead included 98 civilians, 92 troopers and 275 militants,” the figures revealed.

The government maintained that AFPSA will not be revoked till threat of militancy prevails in the state. “The security situation is constantly under review and revocation of AFPSA will be considered as and when the threat of terrorism in the state becomes insignificant,” he said.

· J&K NECK DEEP IN DEBT: SURVEY
Mar 15: Though the Omar Abdullah government is happy in announcing the highest ever Annual Plan for the state, Jammu and Kashmir is neck deep in debt. The outstanding debt at the end of 2008-09 stands at Rs 24,275 crore including internal debt of Rs 13,336 crore.

“Liabilities of the state government increased by Rs 2,920 crore from Rs 21,355 crore in 2007- 08 to Rs 24,275 crore during 2008-09. Public debt comprising internal debt of the state government and loan advances from the Central government increased by Rs 2,245 crore in the same period,” says the Finance Ministry’s latest survey in the state.

Interest payments on debt and other liabilities totaling Rs 1,578 crore constituted 13 percent of revenue expenditure of Rs 12,048 crore. Interest payments on Public debt were Rs 1, 275 crore and Rs 303 crore on other liabilities. Expenditure on account of interest payments decreased by Rs 859 crore during 2008-09.

The state government also obtained temporary loans from Jammu and Kashmir Bank. The maximum temporary loan obtained was Rs 2,480 crore till 2008. The total temporary loans raised during the year amounted to Rs 2,883 crore. A balance of Rs 2,055 crore was outstanding as in April 2008. The government repaid Rs 2,648 crore during the year, leaving a balance of Rs 2, 290 crore on March 31 2009, a worrisome situation for the militancy- hit state.

The good news, however, is that tax collection as a result of diversification of the state economy and a faster growth in the GSDP has become more buoyant, coupled with the fact that the state very successfully managed the transition to the new VAT regime, which was introduced in FY 2005-06.

       The tax revenue has increased by 42 percent from Rs 1, 799 crore in 2006-07 to Rs 2,559 crore for 2007-08. For 2008-09, tax revenue has clocked Rs 2,683 which indicates 4.85 percent increase over 2007-08.

· SECURITY SCENARIO TO DETERMINE TROOP-CUT: ANTONY
Mar 15: Defence Minister A K Antony has said troop-deployment and relocation from Jammu and Kashmir is being decided on the basis of changing security scenario in the state.

 In reply to a question by Lalji Tandon of the BJP whether an army division has been pulled out from the state, Antony said the army makes assessment of the security situation on the basis of changing threat perception. He said the Multi Agency Centre in its report has stated that 485 militants had attempted to infiltrate in the state this year. Reinforcement of the troops is done on the basis of overall security situation, he said.

· RS 41.90 CR GIVEN TO 705 FAMILIES OF SLAIN POLICEMEN: SAGAR
Mar 17: The Minister for Law and Parliamentary Affairs, Ali Muhammad Sagar said Rs 41.90 crore had been given to 705 families of deceased policemen during past five years. He said there was no statutory provision for the deduction from the salaries of Police personnel towards the Additional Welfare Fund. He, however, said that as policemen were exposed to high risk, an additional Welfare Fund was instituted in 1985 to provide immediate relief of Rs 6 lakh to the legal heirs of the deceased policemen who die in active service.

Replying to a question by Murtaza Ahmed Khan, he said a Committee of officers headed by Director General Police was regulating the Fund. He said an amount of Rs75.12 crore had been deducted during the past five years from the policemen towards Welfare Fund. He said the deposits under this Welfare Fund were Rs 62.38 crore up to January. He said the retired policemen who were in distress are granted relief out of the retired policemen Welfare Fund. 

· 35,000 TROOPS WITHDRAWN FROM JK: OMAR
‘REHABILITATION POLICY FOR STONE-PELTERS IN OFFING’

Mar 18: The Chief Minister, Omar Abdullah, said that 35000 troops had been withdrawn from Jammu and Kashmir since the National Conference-Congress coalition took over the reins of the state in January last.

 “Nearly 35,000 soldiers have been withdrawn and their camps closed in the state since we took over,” Omar told the Legislative Assembly while replying to the debate on the grants of Home, General Administrative Department, Planning and Development and Power Development Departments.

INCREASE IN INFILTRATION BY 98%

Referring to the security situation, Omar said, there has been increase in militancy-related incidents in 2010 and seeds of this increase were sown in 2009. “One worrying aspect of the security scenario is that the net infiltration has increased by above 98 per cent during 2009 as compared to the year 2008”, he said. Moreover, there were inputs indicating that many more militants were waiting across the Line of Control (LoC) at different launching pads, he said.

MORE THAN 550 MILITANTS ACTIVE

 “About 550-575 militants are presently active in the state and the overall security situation for last two years has improved as there has been a decline of 29.52 per cent in militancy-related incidents,” Omar said. Nearly 708 militancy-related incidents were reported in 2008 and 499 incidents in 2009, he said.

REHABILITATION OF STONE-PELTERS ON CARDS

 Chief Minister said a policy for rehabilitation of stone pelters is in the offing. “We have not announced any policy in this regard outside the Assembly”, Omar said while reacting to the allegation of the Opposition that rehabilitation policy for stone pelters has been formulated by the police.

 He further said: “if those holding guns can be rehabilitated why not stone pelters they are ours. I do not want to arrest anyone (stone pelters), but I am forced to take such steps.” Omar said that Masjid and Mohalla committees had come forward with their guarantees for release of the arrested youth. 

· 300 MILITANTS WAITING TO INFILTRATE: ARMY CHIEF

Mar 19: Army chief Deepak Kapoor has said that around 250-300 militants are poised for infiltration across the LoC in Jammu and Kashmir. The army chief said Syed Salahuddin (United Jehad Council supremo) is exhorting his cadres to step up violence in Jammu and Kashmir.

· 278 PERSONS DETAINED UNDER PSA: SAGAR
‘11 SEPARATISTS SERVING DETENTION FOR SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES’

Mar 20: Minister for Law and Parliamentary Affairs Ali Muhammad Sagar said that directions have been issued to the police officials not to re-arrest any person released after serving detention under the Public Safety Act (PSA). He said 278 persons were serving detention under PSA in various jails.

 “We have issued directions that a person released after being detained under PSA shall not be rearrested”, he said. Earlier, in a written reply to the cut motion moved by the PDP MLA Nizam-ud-Din Bhat, Sagar said 278 persons were under detention in various jails within and outside the state under PSA. “These include 88 locals, 88 foreigners, 38 illegal border crossers, 6 Bangladeshi nationals, 11 separatists and 47 criminals as on February 1, 2010,” he said and added that only foreign detenues are detained in the jails outside the state while all the state-subjects were lodged in the jails within the state.

The House was informed that at least 15 persons (11 militants, 1 OGW and 3 separatists) have been booked more than once under PSA. “However, 139 PSA detenues have been released from January 1, 2009 to January 1, 2010 in the state”.

“No political leader in minor offences have been detained under PSA and all persons detained were deeply involved in terrorism and subversive/disruptive activities and their detention has been confirmed only after the competent authority had satisfied itself as to grounds of their detention”, he said.

In view of the security scenario of the state and to prevent certain persons from acting against the security of the state, he said, it was necessary to have such a law for the time being. 

· 500 MILITANTS IN JK: OMAR  

‘2009 SAW 98% HIKE IN INFILTRATION’

Mar 21: Maintaining that there is improvement in overall security scenario in Jammu and Kashmir, the chief minister Omar Abdullah said over 500 militants are still operating in the state. “There are approximately 550-575 militants presently active in Jammu and Kashmir and the security situation is under control,” Omar told media.

He, however, said cross-border infiltration is a worrying aspect and net infiltration has increased by over 98 per cent in 2009 as compared to 2008. “There are inputs indicating that many more trained militants are waiting across LoC at different launching pads for infiltration into our own side,” he said.

About the security situation, Omar said there has been improvement in past two years. “The State saw a 30 per cent decline in militancy related incidents”. “Against 708 militancy related incidents in 2008 in which 91 civilians, 85 security men and 339 militants were killed, the year 2009 registered only 499 incidents in which 239 militants, 71 civilians and 79 security personnel were killed,” he said. 

· 219 KASHMIRI PANDITS KILLED IN 20 YRS: GOVT  
•Total migrated: 34202 families

•None died of violence since 2004

•Troopers occupy only 17 Kmr temples

Mar 23: Government disclosed that 219 Kashmiri Pandits were killed during 20 years of turmoil in the State and 34202 KP families migrated from Valley after eruption of militancy. This information was given by Revenue Minister Raman Bhalla while replying to a question posed by senior PDP leader Syed Basharat Bukhari in Assembly.

“219 Kashmiri Pandits were killed in Valley since 1989 to 2004. From 2004, no member of KP community has died of militant violence in the State,” said Bhalla. He said an ex-gratia relief of one lakh rupees was disbursed among the next of kith and kin of each victim. “Besides, an amount of Rs 39, 64, 91, 838 has been paid as compensation to the Kashmiri Pandits on account of damage to their properties since the eruption of militancy in the State,” the minister said.

Bhalla said a total of 38119 families comprising 104242 souls migrated from Kashmir after eruption of militancy and are registered with Revenue department. “Of the 38119 registered migrant families, 2168 are Muslim families, 1749 - Sikh families and 34202 are Kashmiri Pandit families,” he said.

Informing the House that 808 KP families comprising 3445 souls are still living in the Valley, he said, “These families have never migrated”. The minister further said that Rs. 71.95 crores were spent by government in providing relief and other facilities to Kashmiri migrants living in Jammu and other parts  in 2007-08, Rs 70.33 crores in 2008-09 and Rs 68.59 crores from 2009 up to January, 2010.

About return and rehabilitation of KPs, Balla said, “A committee headed by M L Koul, the then Finance Commissioner Planning and Development department, was formed to prepare an action plan for return and rehabilitation of Kashmiri migrants. In its report submitted to government in 1997-98, the committee had recommended a package of Rs. 2799.11 crores for return of the migrants”.

“No action was taken at that time because situation was not conducive for their return. However, with the improvement in the situation, government decided to construct 200 flats at an estimated cost of Rs 22.90 crores at Sheikhpora Budgam in 2004. The construction of 120 flats has been completed and possession of 60 of them has been taken by the department and inspection of other 60 is going on. The construction of remaining 80 flats shall be completed during 2010. Besides, 18 flats have also been constructed through J&K Housing Board at Mattan Islamabad,” the minister informed the House.

He said a special package of Rs. 1618.40 crore has been sanctioned by the Government of India for return and rehabilitation of Kashmiri migrants. “Under this scheme, 3000 supernumerary posts have been created, exclusively for migrants, willing to return to Kashmir. These posts have already been referred to recruiting agencies and process for selection of these posts is on”.

Bhalla, however, said despite all these rehabilitation packages not a single Kashmiri migrant has returned to Valley. The Revenue minister said 17 temples in Kashmir are under the occupation of troopers.

· 1105 DISAPPEARED IN JK: GOVT 

Mar 23: 1105 persons have disappeared during the turmoil in the state since 1989. The state Home department furnished this information in the Lower House today in reply to a question of PDP legislator Abdul Haq Khan.

Ex-gratia relief in 530 cases has been provided to the affected families so far, it was maintained in the reply. Interestingly as per the police records, only 110 persons have disappeared during the period of January ’90 to March 15, 2010.

· 10 MILITANTS ACTIVE IN AWANTIPORA
GUNMEN SURVIVE OVER LOCAL SUPPORT: POLICE

 Mar 25: More than 10 local militants are still active in South Kashmir’s Awantipora area and are surviving because of local support, police officials said. “From many years, local youth are joining militancy. The locals are joining it because there is a grievance,” a senior police official in Awantipora pleading anonymity told media. He said the militants are surviving because of the local support.

Police sources disclosed that cases have been registered against 96 persons, who are directly or indirectly suspected to be involved in the militancy in Awantipora area. “There are no exact figures of local militants in Awantipora. We had figures of those people who are confirmed militants,” they said.

· MILITANTS USING GPS: POLICE

Mar 27: Police claimed that militants were using Global Positioning Systems (GPS) for infiltration and locating safe routes in Jammu and Kashmir. “Militants are using GPS for finding infiltration routes and tracks for movement within JK. The satellite based navigation system is being used by militants as a guide in mountainous terrain,” Superintendent of Police (SP), Noushera, R K Bhat told media.

“A Taiwan-made Garmin GPS was seized from two LeT militants who had recently infiltrated from across Line of Control (LoC) and were killed in Rajouri district,” the SP claimed. “As the infiltrating militants are finding it difficult to get guides to help them move from one area to another, they are now using this system,” he added.  

· 170 TEMPLES DAMAGED IN KASHMIR DURING TWO DECADES: GOVT

Mar 27: J-K Govt admitted in the State Assembly that 170 temples had been damaged in the militancy-related incidents in Kashmir valley in past 20 years. Replying to a question from Jugal Kishore of BJP, Minister for Revenue, Relief and Rehabilitation Raman Bhalla said in written reply that as many as 170 temples had been damaged during past two decades of militancy in Kashmir valley. 

He further said there were 430 temples in the valley before the migration of Kashmiri pandits (KPs) in wake of eruption of terrorism in 1989. Bhalla said 90 temples have also been renovated in the valley for which Rs 33 lakh have been spent. 

The ex-gratia relief is provided for renovation of temples which suffered damage as result of militancy related incidents, he said. The district administration and police authorities ensure that religious places and temples are protected, the minister said. 

"The Government has exposed to protect temples as it has admitted that 170 temples have been damaged. The temples were subjected to attacks, bomb blasts etc during militancy," Kishore said. 

On the issue, All Party Migrant Coordination Committee President Vinod Pandit said, "Cultural and religious identity of KPs has been vandalized in valley. The government should issue a white paper on damage of temples, shrines of KPs and land encroachments." 

· 400 MILITANTS AWAIT KASHMIR ENTRY: BGS 15 CORPS
Mar 28: Predicting hot summer, army claimed that 400 militants are waiting on different launching pads in Pakistan Administered Kashmir (PAK) to infiltrate into this side of Line of Control (LoC) to foment trouble. “We are anticipating a hot summer this year. 

Nearly 300 militants are currently active in Valley while 400 others are waiting to sneak into Kashmir to foment trouble,” Brigadier General Staff, 15 corps Gurmeet Singh said while addressing media persons at 15 corps headquarters, Badami Bagh. He, however, was quick to add that army is prepared to meet any challenge.

Stating that 280 to 300 militants are currently active in Valley, he said around 400 more were ready to infiltrate into this side of LoC from 20 different launching pads located in order side of Loc. “According to our intelligence, approximately 42 training camps are located on the other side of LoC on different locations. Of the 40 training camps in our core zone, 34 are active,” BGS said. He said militants are now arriving in mixed batches. 

· 898 COPS, 470 SPOS KILLED IN 20-YRS: DGP  
Mar 31: DGP Kuldeep Khoda said 898 cops of the force and 470 SPOs have been killed in twenty years of turmoil in the State. Speaking on the occasion of releasing Parakaram Padak in favour of 463 cops and officers of force, Khoda said police is making valuable contribution in restoration of peace in the State since last two decades.

“898 cops and officers of the force and 470 SPOs have been killed in twenty years of turmoil in the State so far,” he said adding it was due to their sacrifices along with other security force and the people of the State that security scenario in the State has improved. He said the medals are awarded to those personnel who have sustained injuries during the counter insurgency operations.

 “The personnel are honored with medals as a source of encouragement and recognition of their valour in dealing with the situation in the State. 528 personnel have been awarded with this medal so far,” he said.

Khoda said that 295 personnel have been awarded with Parakaram Medals in the year 2001, 146 in 2002, 29 in 2006, 34 in 2008 and 24 in 2009. The medals have been awarded to different ranks which include 1 DGP, 3 IGPs, 5 DIGPs, 13 SSPs, 10 Dy.SPs, 62 NGOs, 434 Head Constables and Constables.

The DGP asked the force to remain on guard and make strenuous efforts to bring peace in the State for better development. He said such initiatives needed to be carried forward tirelessly till the State achieves its goal of complete peace and normalcy. He asked the forces that while conducting the operations against the militants, they should ensure that the common people do not suffer. He stressed for maintaining better relationship with the public to help police achieve its objective.

SUICIDES BY TROOPERS

· JAWAN COMMITS SUICIDE

Mar 14: An Army Jawan of 11 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) committed suicide by shooting himself at Mughal Maidan, Kishtwar. Police said that Rifleman Gowardhan Ram son of Harkahie Ram resident of Jodhpur, Rajasthan who was posted at Mughal Maidan Kishtwar shot himself with his service rifle.

The body of the deceased was sent to his native land after conducting postmortem. The reason behind his death could not be ascertained and a case has been registered at Police Station Kishtwar. A court of inquiry has been ordered by the army authorities.

· JCO COMMITS SUICIDE

Mar 19: A Junior Commissioned Officer (JCO) allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle in Mendhar tehsil of Poonch district. Police reports said that Naib Subedar Ganga Ram, 43, son of Lasha Ram of Nagar (Rajasthan) of 8 SIKH Li presently posted with of 49 Rashtriya Rifles in Balakot sector committed suicide by shooting himself with his personal weapon at an army barrack this afternoon at 2.15 pm. He pumped bullet in his chin which also pierced through his head resulting in his on the spot death. Hearing gunshot his colleague rushed to the barrack and found the officer dead.

Defence spokesman Lt Col Biplab Nath said a court of inquiry has been ordered into the incident. Inquest proceeding under section 174 CrPc has been initiated by police to ascertain reason behind the provocation.

· TROOPER SHOOTS SELF

Mar 21: An army man allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself in Poonch. Identified as Sepoy Rajinder Kumar of 39 Rashtriya Rifles, posted at forward defence location in Jallas near Line of Control, fired from his service rifle while on duty, Defence sources said. On hearing the gun shot, army personnel and officers rushed to the site and found him dead, they said, adding the reason behind the extreme step was not known. The army has ordered a court of inquiry into the incident, they said.

· JCO COMMITS SUICIDE AT DOMANA 

Mar 26: A Junior Commissioned Officer (JCO) allegedly committed suicide by hanging himself with a ceiling fan at Rajouri Lines Domana on the city outskirts. Police said that Naib Subedar V Naidu, son of Ramia Naidu of Andhra Pradesh of Signals Regiment presently posted at Rajouri Lines Domana committed suicide by hanging himself with the hook of ceiling fan at his official room this morning at 9.15 pm. He attended morning Physical Training drill and then went to his room where he committed suicide. His colleague noticed him hanging and they informed seniors.

Defence spokesman Lt Col Biplab Nath while confirming suicide by JCO said, he was found hanging with ceiling fan at 9.15 am in his own room. He was living individually in that room. A court of inquiry has been ordered into the incident, he added.

Nath said that he had joined duty after two month leave in December, 2009.

Inquest proceeding under section 174 Cr PC has been initiated by police to ascertain reason behind the provocation.

KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF MARCH 2010
	DATE
	TROOPERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS



	March 1
	-
	-
	-
	1(Dead Body)

	March 2
	-
	-
	-
	-

	March 3
	-
	2
	-
	-

	March 4
	1
	2
	-
	-

	March 5
	-
	-
	-
	-

	March 6 
	-
	-
	-
	-

	March 7
	-
	-
	-
	1(Surrendered militant)

	March 8
	-
	1
	-
	-

	March 9
	-
	-
	-
	-

	March 10
	-
	-
	-
	-

	March 11
	-
	-
	-
	-

	March 12
	1(SPO)
	-
	-
	-

	March 13
	-
	-
	-
	-

	March 14
	2
	-
	-
	-

	March 15
	-
	-
	-
	-

	March 16
	1
	-
	2
	-

	March 17
	-
	-
	-
	-

	March 18
	1
	-
	-
	-

	March 19
	1
	-
	-
	1(Dead Body)

	March 20
	1
	1
	1
	-

	March 21
	1
	-
	-
	-

	March 22
	-
	-
	1
	-

	March 23
	-
	-
	-
	1(Dead Body)

	March 24
	-
	2
	-
	-

	March 25
	-
	-
	-
	-

	March 26
	1
	1
	-
	-

	March 27
	-
	9
	-
	-

	March 28
	-
	-
	-
	-

	March 29
	-
	-
	-
	-

	March 30
	1
	3
	-
	-

	March 31
	5
	4
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	16
	25
	4
	4

	                                                                                   IN TOTO
	49 KILLINGS


CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS

Mar 1: Police recovered an unidentified woman’s body in village Kalgie in Uri sector of Baramulla district.
Mar 2: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Mar 3: Police claimed to have killed two militants in an ongoing encounter in Tral, Pulwama.

Mar 4: Two militants and an Army Captain were killed in the ongoing encounter at Dadasar Tral taking the death toll of militants to four. The slain militants and Army man have been identified as Shabir Mir alias Amaar of Lurgam, Tral, the divisional commander of Hizbul-Mujahideen, Muhammad Amin of Pushtona, Tral, Ghulam Muhammad of Gulshanpora, Tral, Khalid of Khrew, Pulwama and an army captain, Deepak Sharma of Rohtak Haryana.

Mar 5: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Mar 6: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Mar 7: A surrendered militant was shot dead by unidentified gunmen at Bemina. The deceased has been identified as Aijaz Ahmad Dada, 32, son of Ghulam Mohammad Dada of Hamza colony, Bemina. Aijaz was a fruit merchant. 

Mar 8: Army claimed to have killed a militant in a gunfight in Doda district. The slain militant has been identified as Riaz Ahmed alias Shaheen Pervez, son of Muhammad Shafi of Yeroga, Ramban.

Mar 9: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.
Mar 10: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Mar 11: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Mar 12: Unidentified gunmen shot dead a Special Police Officer (SPO) in civil lines. The gunmen surfaced near Jawahar Nagar Chowk and opened fire on Arif Hussain Bhat, of Jawahar Nagar near DAV School.

Mar 13: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.
Mar 14: Army Jawan of 11 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) committed suicide by shooting himself at Mughal Maidan, Kishtwar. The deceased has been identified as Rifleman Gowardhan Ram son of Harkahie Ram resident of Jodhpur, Rajasthan. He was posted at Mughal Maidan Kishtwar. Meanwhile, a paramilitary CRPF trooper was killed and five others were wounded in a grenade explosion at Zaina Kadal Srinagar. The deceased has been identified as constable Mohan Lal while injured have been identified as Gopal Naik, Maile Kundan, sub-inspector J Raman, P Subash and Hashim Ali. In another incident, two civilians were injured when militants lobbed a grenade on a CRPF party near Chankhan, Sopore.The injured have been identified as Shabir Ahmad Khan of Tangmarg and Ghulam Ahmad of Sopore.

Mar 15: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Mar 16: Two persons, including one SOG personnel, were killed and six persons wounded, when unidentified gunmen fired upon the SOG personnel in Sopore town. The deceased SOG personnel has been identified as Ashiq Hussain and the civilian as Tanveer Ahmed son of Mehrajuddin. The injured were identified as Muhammad Shafi police constable, Taja Begum of Lasser Rafiabad, Bashir Ahmed Dar of Nowpora, Mehrajuddin Dar of Mahrajpora, Sameera Begum of Saripora Rafiabad and Gul Afroza of Narpora.Meanwhile, one civilian was killed and four others, including two paramilitary CRPF troopers wounded when suspected militants fired upon a CRPF party in Lal Chowk. The deceased has been identified as Khursheed Ahmad Parray, 25, son of Abdul Gani of Hawoora, Budgam.The injured civilians have been identified as Me’raj Ahmad Wani of Rainawari and Me’raj-ud-din Shah of Nawa Kadal.

Mar 17: Around 12 people were injured when police fired in air, bust smoke shells and resorted to lathi charge in Sopore to disperse demonstrators protesting against the killing of a youth allegedly by SOG and the alleged excesses by police and CRPF in the town on Mar 16.

Mar 18: At least eleven persons were injured in clashes between the protestors and paramilitary forces and police. Police opened fire in air to disperse the protestors. Meanwhile, an army Jawan was killed in an accidental grenade blast at Corps Battle School (CBS) in Rajouri district. The deceased has been identified as Parveen Kumar of 62 Engineering Regiment of Haryana. Police has taken cognizance.

Mar 19: A Junior Commissioned Officer (JCO) allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle in Mendhar tehsil of Poonch district. The deceased has been identified as Naib Subedar Ganga Ram, 43, son of Lasha Ram of Nagar (Rajasthan) of 8 SIKH Li presently posted with of 49 Rashtriya Rifles in Balakot sector. Meanwhile, around twenty one persons including two policemen and a CRPF man was injured in clashes between police and protesters in Sopore and Baramulla.One of the injured youth identified as Umer Mushtaq Naikoo son of Mushtaq Ahmad of old town was hit with a teargas shell fired by police in Baramulla town. He was rushed to district hospital where he was operated upon. In another incident, body of a youth aged around 25 has been recovered from Gratabal Budnara Safapora in Ganderbal district. 

Mar 20: A district commander of Hizbul Mujahideen was killed in a gunfight with troops in Dogripora village near Awantipora.The slain militant has been identified as Parvaiz Ahmed Dar district commander of Hizbul Mujahideen. In another incident, a 22-year-old youth was shot dead by unidentified gunmen in Sopore Town. The deceased has been identified as Mohammad Saleem Dar son of Mohammad Sultan Dar near MET school, Sopore. Meanwhile, unknown gunmen fired towards a person at Dadasar, Awantipora in Pulwama district. The injured person was working in a dental clinic, he sustained critical bullet injuries. A major was killed in a grenade explosion in Kangan.The deceased has been identified as Major Joginder Shekhawat of 24 RR.

Mar 21: An army man allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself in Poonch. The deceased has been identified as Sepoy Rajinder Kumar of 39 Rashtriya Rifles. He was posted at forward defence location in Jallas near Line of Control. 

Mar 22: A youth who had got critically injured during the Amarnath land agitation in 2008 after paramilitary CRPF men hit him died after protracted illness. The deceased has been identified as Tanveer Ahmad (19) of Rainawari. Tanveer worked as a shop salesman at Nowhatta. His family said Tanveer was picked up by police in 2008.

Mar 23: The body of a 70-year-old man identified as Ghulam Qadir Malik was found under “suspicious circumstances” at village Logowpora. 
Mar 24: Army claimed to have killed two militants in Keran Sector of Kupwara district.

Mar 25: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Mar 26: Troops claimed to have killed an unidentified militant near LoC in Keran Sector in Kupwara district. Meanwhile, a Junior Commissioned Officer (JCO) allegedly committed suicide by hanging himself with a ceiling fan at Rajouri Lines Domana on the city outskirts. The deceased has been identified as Naib Subedar V Naidu, son of Ramia Naidu of Andhra Pradesh of Signals Regiment presently posted at Rajouri Lines Domana. In another incident, at least five persons were injured when police fired teargas shells and used batons to disperse protesters in north Kashmir’s Sopore and Baramulla towns. Protesters were demanding release of youth arrested over the past couple of months on the charges of stone-pelting.

Mar 27: Five militants were killed by troops in Keran Sector in Kupwara district. The identity of the slain militants is yet to be ascertained. Meanwhile, two militants, including LeT's district commander were killed in Jammu's Kishtwar district. The slain militants have been identified as Neyamat-ulla alias Saifullah, district commander of LeT, and Nissar Ahmed son of Ghulam Nabi of Kuchal, both residents of Kishtwar. In another incident, two militants were killed in an encounter in Jammu's Rajouri district. The slain militants have been identified as Abu Asama and Abu Sarab of LeT.
Mar 28: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Mar 29: A Border Security Force (BSF) Jawan was injured when a landmine exploded during patrolling along Line of Control (LoC) in Poonch district. The injured Jawan has been identified as Pardeep Sharma (belt number 951063475).

Mar 30: Three militants were killed and a trooper sustained injuries in an encounter at Kandi forests, 13 Kilometers South of Kalakote area. Meanwhile, a trooper was killed and Station House Officer (SHO) Dharamshal was injured in a gunfight in Kalakote. The injured SHO has been identified as Showkat Ali.
Mar 31: Five troopers and four militants were killed in two separate gun battles at Kamrota and Bagla forests in Rajouri district. The deceased troopers were identified as Hawaldar Surjit Singh of Territorial Army, Sepoy Mastan Khan, Sepoy Sahemi Lohri, Sepoy Ram Prasad and Sepoy Suraj Kumar, all from different units of Rashtriya Rifles. The slain militants have been identified as Osama, Abdullah, Zarar and Soheb, all from LeT and of Pakistani origin.
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