PANDIT ‘HOLOCAUST’

Holocaust was institutionalized by Jews after World War II. Nearly 100 Holocaust Organization were listed as institutions in US, with huge funding from Jewish community and US government. The object behind it was to manufacture a public opinion (media being in their control) that the Holocaust was ‘unique’ in history as 6 million Jews perished, though researchers and investigators found this figure to be highly exaggerated. The Holocaust denial has been made an offence in many European countries. Jews believe that they are special. They have finally converted Holocaust into an industry. Instead of teaching Holocaust, it was sold and made an alibi to justify aggression on other nationalities like in Palestine.    

Notwithstanding, reparation by the governments particularly by German government different class action suits were filed by these institutions/organizations through arbitrations for receiving money on the plea, that history doesn’t have any statute of limitations. Recalling Albert Camus, a French writer what he told to Elsie Wiesel “I envy you for Auschwitz”. The Holocaust industry is still active in lobbying and profiting from it. 

 Like Jews, Kashmiri Pandits after their controversial migration in 1990 have been propagating that they had escaped from Jehadi agenda ‘ethnic cleansing’. However, the migration has been perceived differently by both communities. The majority community looked at it as a betrayal, state sponsored, while the minority community perceived it as defensive need to evade ‘ethnic cleansing’. Shortly, after the migration, one would really feel sorry and guilty, while meeting with old companions at Jammu or Delhi after observing their pathetic conditions they were living then. But after 18 years, one would really envy the Pandit migrants for their achievements throughout India. The migration proved to them a blessing in disguise. There had been widespread internal displacements of communities in recent history. The majority community after 1947 pogrom unleashed by Hindu Rightwing organization at Jammu, in hundreds and thousands had migrated to Pakistan and other parts of J&K, across Line of Control. The recent migration has been blown out of proportion projected as ‘exodus’ and equated with ‘Holocaust’. The ‘Holocaust Day’ is being observed every year by some rightwing Hindu organizations. The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) was approached to declare Kashmiri Pandit killings as ‘genocide’, which it wisely didn’t agree. The campaign to project Kashmiri Pandits as victims of majority community is still being continuing by rightwing Hindu organizations.  

The state government pegged the number of Kashmiri Pandit killings at 209. The Director General of Police, himself a Kashmiri Pandit, rejected this notion of genocide or Holocaust. Hundreds of Muslims have been killed by militants for their allegiance with Indian political parties. Even Home Ministry acknowledged that alone 420 Muslim members of National Conference were killed (though NC claims more than 4,000 of its members were butchered by militants) while the killing figure of cadres of other political parties is not ascertained yet.  There is no account of killings, which took place in intra-militant clashes. Without going into any controversy, the question arises, how many of slain Kashmiri Pandits were killed for working with intelligence agencies or for serving Govt. of India. The claim of Kashmiri Pandit Organizations i.e. around 1,000 killings has never been substantiated. 

Governments have pampered Pandit community, as it has reasons for that. Pandit Community being Brahminical class and since Nehru’s era has continued its strong lobby at Delhi even during non-Congress regimes, they are being always treated as special in all respects. After migration different groups have assailed differential treatment given to the community like Justice Sageer’s Panel recommendation to federal and state governments for giving same relief to migrants (approximately 11,000 migrated from Doda, Udhampure, Mahore, Rajouri and Poonch between 1996-98) from Jammu division. It is not only the discrimination in relief, but the way the special reservations were made for Kashmiri Pandits in technical and professional institutions throughout India particularly in BJP ruled states. This special attention invited indignation and outcry from different NGOs like Asian Center for Human Rights (ACHR). The ACHR also expressed its concern over discriminatory treatment to BRU population, displaced from Mizorum and Tripura due to militant violence, who are getting paltry relief. ACHR have also assailed Home Ministry’s discriminatory approach like in allocating huge amount under the Prime Minister Reconstruction Plan, for constructing flats for Kashmiri Pandits. Similarly, other internally displaced populace in India, due to militancy, has not been given relief and rehabilitation at par and no such legislation has been enacted like J&K Migrants Immovable Property (Preservation, Protection and Restrain of Distress Sale) Act of 1997 and J&K Migrants (Stay of Proceeding) Act of 1997 or allocation of 600 jobs. 

We are not contesting Govt. incentives to Pandit community, who are scattered and are struggling for their identity, though prosperous and have achieved soft power. What is disturbing is the way Pundit community has unleashed vicious and venomous campaign against majority community, which has remained secular in belief and actions, and is unabatedly suffering under military jackboot. A section of Pandit leadership is hell-bent and competing in projecting the present uprising in Kashmir as communal, foreign sponsored and is condoning war crimes perpetuated against majority community by the Indian state. This well-connected community like Jews is controlling media and enjoys full-support from Indian Brahmins and their community members, settled globally, are busy in distorting facts and selling migration. The fact is, they have overreach the green pastures outside, which they have invaded or are convinced that they have no prospects, as non-corporate J&K doesn’t hold any future for them, so they have also institutionalized this “migrocaust” and are milking it. 

It would be wrong to conclude that Kashmiri Pandits don’t love their roots. They do. As they have contributed to Kashmiri culture, history and ethos before the advent of Islam in Kashmir. But they cannot have a cake and eat it too. The majority community is suffering and has opted to stay here (as they have no other option).  History proves conflicts have phases and ends. Finally the majority community have the last laugh.      

FOOTBALL PLAYING BOY ARRESTED
KILLED IN CUSTODY 

On July 5, Muzaffar Ahmad Bhat, 17, son of Bashir Ahmad of Gangbugh area in Srinagar outskirts was allegedly killed in custody by the JK police. He was taken into custody while he was playing football. Next day, his tortured body was thrown beneath the Tengpora Bridge in the river with low flow of water. The locals alleged that deceased minor was tortured to death in police custody. However, police claimed that the boy drowned into river after a mob was chased by a police party.

After Muzaffar went missing on July 5 locals of Ganbugh and Tengpora held a night long sit-in on Tengpora bypass road. Next day, after his body was recovered massive protests rocked Gangbugh, Tengpora and Hyderpora areas. Thousands of people took to streets and protested against the killing. The protesters demanded action against the guilty cops. 

Muzaffar mother Sarah while talking to The Informative Missive stated, “After having lunch at around 2:30 my son left along with his friends, Muzamil and others to Doodgana, flood-channel playground. Muzaffar and his friends were busy in playing football; a small group of boys had pelted stones on arriving Minister for Housing and Urban Development Nasir Aslam Wani to the area.  Shortly after the Minister left, a police party headed by SHO, Yousuf Banda and DSP (Deputy Superintendent Police), Police station Shergari besieged our area and started a search for the youth. The police party could not find any stone thrower then they ran after innocent children playing in the ground.” 

She added, “We learnt from eyewitnesses including Muzamil, and two children that Muzaffar along with his friends were sitting in a shady side of the ground. Suddenly, police vehicles had surrounded them from all sides. His friends including Muzamil ran and swam across the water, but he could not swim. He had handed over his wallet containing rupees 1300, his cap and mobile phone to Muzamil. Muzamil an eyewitness to the incident told us that my son was chased by CRPF men and police. When he had exhausted he was caught and beaten on his head by cops. Afterwards two CRPF Rakshak Jeeps had arrived and bundled in the vehicle.”

“Immediately after Muzamil informed us about the incident, we rushed to the police station, Batamaloo and asked for Muzaffar’s release. But the policemen denied his arrest and told us that he might have jumped into stream to evade the police. We craved them for his release but they repeatedly deny his arrest. Then we started to search him in the vicinity of flood channel ground but found nothing. We again visited police station but they declined his arrest”, said Bashir Ahmad father of the deceased.

Bashir Ahmad added, “We searched him till late night but nothing traced out. Then we along with hundreds of people of our area held a sit-in on the Tengpora bypass road which continued for whole night. Many police high ups visited and told us that he might have drowned into Nallah (stream) and assured us of tracing his whereabouts. But we as per many eyewitnesses account were sure about him being in the police custody.”

“As an eyewash police provided some boats for searching my son in the stream. Police maintained to make us believe that he has drowned. To rebuff police claims, we ourselves searched him up and down in the flood channel, but nothing traced out. Next day morning, when we started to search him again we located his dead body under Tengpora Bridge. Previous night, we had also searched the same location but found nothing. It is apparent that his body was dumped there early in the morning,” revealed Bashir Ahmad.
He further said, “Police tried to portray that my son had drowned to death after jumping into the stream near ground, but it is pertinent to mention that his body was located at a distance of about 200 feet away from the ground and that too in the direction where from water flows downwards the ground. How is it possible that his body could go up when the water flows downwards? This simply exposes his cold blooded murder in police custody.”

According to locals, as body of Muzaffar was recovered, the entire population of Gangbugh, Batamaloo and Tengpora areas came out on roads and staged demonstrations. Chanting pro-freedom and pro-Islamic slogans, they were alleging that Muzaffar was killed by cops and his body was dumped into stream. As they tried to take out a protest march, they were intercepted by police and CRPF men, who lobbed tear smoke canisters and fired on the protesters, causing on spot death to Fayaz Ahmad Wani, 30, a government employee.

“There were black spots and injury marks on the left side of his head. Also my son’s forehead was swollen with injury mark on it and blood was oozing out of his ears. The body of Muzaffar had not swelled which happens when a body remains under water for long. Keeping in view all the circumstances, we could not believe the official theory that my son drowned in the canal. Police is trying to hush up the matter with the drowning theory.” revealed Bashir Ahmad, father of slain Abrar.

Muzaffar’s mother adds that they don’t need any compensation for Abrar’s blood. They are for justice and stern punishment to perpetrators. 

STUDENT SHOT DEAD IN CITY CENTER 
On July 6, a 9th standard student, Abrar Ahmad Khan, 16, son of Ghulam Mohammad of Rainawari, temporarily residing at Maisuma, died in unprovoked police firing in Maisuma area of Srinagar. Police opened fire upon a peaceful group of youth waiting for dead body of their friend, killed by police, to arrive. In the shoot-out, two other youth received bullet injuries were identified as, Parvez Ahmad and Ovais Ahmad Chanda alias Mandela sustained bullet injuries.

The locals alleged that police firing was unprovoked, since there was complete calm in the area. Only a few boys including Abrar moved to the Maisuma Bund after they heard about the arrival of dead body of Fayaz Ahmad Wani of Gangbugh killed by CRPF troopers during protests in Tengpora. 
Abrar’s elder sister Rukhsana married in Maisuma said to The Informative Missive, “On July 6 in the afternoon Abrar was playing carom with his friends in our residential lane. In the meantime, news about the arrival of dead body of Fayaz Ahmad spread in the area. Fayaz, originally a resident of Maisuma and had shifted to his new home at Gangbugh in the outskirts of Srinagar was killed by troopers in the morning. After youth of Maisuma heard this they including Abrar rushed towards Maisuma Bund to bid adieu to their friend. All of them were in wait to offer funeral prayers to their friend. The youth presence were disliked by the CRPF and police deployed on Budshah Bridge, a little distance from the bund. The troopers and police without any provocation opened fire killing Abrar on the spot and injured two others.”

She further said, “Abrar was shot on the right side of his neck, whereas Mandella received bullet on his chest and Parvez on his leg. Abrar was a 9th standard student in the Minto Circle School, Rajbagh. He was youngest in the family and had never ever taken part in stone pelting or in protests. He never moves out of his house during agitation or clashes, since he fears such things. On that fateful movement, he went out along with his friends not with the intention to protest or pelt stone but to play carom.”

According to victim’s family, despite bullet in his neck, he tried to run back toward his home, but had fallen down from the ladders of the bund, which further worsened his conditions. Then some youth had carried him outside sister’s house wherefrom he was taken to hospital.

“While taking him to the hospital Police and CRPF troopers resorted to indiscriminate tear smoke shelling and also fired bullets. The reverberation of shelling further traumatized Abrar, and he received a cardiac attack. When we were carrying him towards hospital he uttered, ‘why and where I have been taken, as I would get rebuked by my parents’. After lot of hardship, we succeeded in taking him to SMHS hospital where doctors declared him brought dead. The doctors at SMHS hospital said that he had sustained severe neck injury and suffered considerable blood loss”, narrated Hilal Ahmad, deceased elder brother.

He further said, “Later we learnt from rumours that my brother was not on police target. Their target was Mandella, a known stone-pelter in the area. Even police acknowledged that Abrar was not a stone-pelter, but irrespective of that they shot him dead. From some sources we learnt that Abrar was shot by a Ladakhi police cop called ‘Tashu.”

No postmortem was conducted on his body; however, police station, Maisuma lodged an FIR in Abrar’s killing. According to his family, Abrar’s body was brought home at about 5:30 pm. He was laid to rest in the martyr graveyard, Dalgate after performing his last rites. 
The family emphasized that perpetrators be brought to justice. “We want the perpetrators of Abrar’s murder be punished sternly according to law. But there are elements in police and in our locality, who want to create hurdles in our demand for justice,” the family said.    

 55 YEAR-OLD SHOT DEAD BY CRPF 

On July 30, the day of Hurriyat Conference Maisuma Chalo (march) call, fifty-five-year-old, Mohammad Ahsan Ganai son of Abdul Aziz of Amargarh Sopore was allegedly shot dead by the troopers of CRPF while he was on way to fetch grass for his cattle. An FIR was lodged in concerned police station against the killing. 
The killing triggered massive protests in Amargarh and nearby areas. The protesters were raising pro-freedom and anti-India slogans, and demanded action against the culpable troopers. However, to disperse the protesters police moved in action, fired tear smoke shells and bullets. In the action many persons were injured.

While talking to a reporter of The Informative Missive, victim’s son, Tasleem Arif stated, “After Friday prayers, my father left for bringing grass for sheep. On way to orchards, when he reached Amargarh Chowk he witnessed minor clashes between youth and CRPF and SOG personnel. My father had a back injury, since he had been operated six year back because of disc problem. He was not able to run and even had to take extra caution while walking. To get away from the spot he had walked on the periphery of road. CRPF troopers deployed on the Railway Bridge Amargarh, on Srinagar - Sopore highway, aimed at him and fired many bullets. Three bullets pierced right through his chest and two hit him on the left side of his abdomen. He got critically injured.”

He added, “From the spot he was picked up by some youth and taken to Sub-District Hospital, Sopore wherefrom he was immediately referred to SMHS Hospital Srinagar. On way to Srinagar he succumbed to his injuries at Palhalan. My father was partially crippled because of his back problem. He was neither pelting stones nor was part of clashes. They killed him despite knowing that he was not part of protests.”

Eyewitness said that when clashes were going on in the area, Mohammad Ahsan couldn’t escape hurriedly due to his back injury. The troopers considering him a soft target fired many bullets upon him. They further said that this was the first firing incident over civilians in Amargah since 1990.
Haja Begum, 45, mournful wife of Mohammad Ahsan groused, “CRPF troopers ruined our life. I have two daughters and both are unmarried, who will marry them. My husband had a great desire to marry both the daughters but callous troopers shattered everything. My husband was rearing sheep for our daily needs. Now who will earn for us?”

An FIR vide No. 356/2010 was filed in police station Sopore. The victim family expressed who will provide justice to them. The family is badly hit by poverty and is scared to fight for justice.

SECOND CIVILIAN KILLING BY CRPF IN FEW MINUTES 
Shortly after the killing of Mohammad Ahsan Ganai, another youth Bilal Ahmad Chopan, 20, alias Showkat son of Abdul Majeed of Amargarh Sopore got killed in alleged indiscriminate CRPF firing. He received bullets while coming out of a Masjid after performing noon prayers. In the firing, around one dozen persons were also injured. According to locals, most of the injured received bullets. They all were rushed to Sub-District Hospital Sopore and SMHS hospital Srinagar.

To protest the killings and atrocities, people in thousands including women went on streets. Next day also, massive demonstrations were held. The protesters were so fumed that they broke curfew and set ablaze Railway Station Amargarh. The protests were also held in adjoining areas.

Mushtaq Ahmad elder brother of slain Bilal Chopan stated to The Informative Missive, “On that day, Hurriyat had called for protest march to Maisuma and there was complete strike in our area. The villagers after performing prayers in a local Masjid, located inside our village, moved towards Amargarh bus stop. Everything was peaceful: no clashes and no protest. When CRPF and SOG men found villagers in assembly on the roadside, they without any provocation resorted to teargas shelling causing injuries to many people. This prompted youth who raised slogans followed by clashes between them and troopers.” 
“When clashes broke-out, my brother was offering prayers inside the Amargarh Jamia (Grand) Masjid. The congregational prayers at Friday Jamia were scheduled late than the other local Masjids of the area. When the prayers were going on in the Jamia, police and SOG personnel were firing teargas shells. With the prayers ended at Jamia just then the situation had to some extent got normalized. When devotees came out of the Jamia Masjid and started moving towards their homes, and I my-self was standing on the roadside. As soon as my brother came out of the Masjid and started moving towards his provision store, the CRPF troopers on ambush on the railway bridge fired many bullets upon him. They fired to deter people from getting reassemble, but in the process they took away the life of my innocent brother”, added dejected Mushtaq.

He further grieved, “My brother received three bullets on upper part of his left thigh. He felt down on the road. For half-an-hour, he remained lying on the road with blood profusely oozing out, as people had taken refuge at many locations. Finally, in critical conditions, I along with the help of some boys took him to the Sub District Hospital, Sopore through orchards. During half-an-hours time, he had profusely bled, which worsened his conditions. From Sopore he was referred to SMHS hospital. He breathed his last in Operation Theater at SMHS Hospital. Had the troopers allowed us to move him for timely medical attention his life could have been saved. Instead troops let him die on the road.”

 
Locals of Amargarh, who were eyewitnesses to the incident and had accompanied victims to SMHS hospital said, that the two of the victims who died could have been saved had paramilitary CRPF not stopped them at many places en route to Srinagar. According to them, they had been stopped at many check-points on way to SMHS hospital.
The locals further added, “Scores of persons of our village sustained bullet injuries. Among the injured are; 

Farooq Ahmad Ganai, 36, (shot on the left side of abdomen), Mohammad Inam, 21, (shot on the left thigh), Raju, 22, (hit on the chest), Abdul Hameed, 35, (shot on the left forearm), and Mohammad Shafi (shot on the foot). We rushed most of the injured to Srinagar as they had sustained critical injuries.”   

However, police station Sopore registered a case. Police claimed that it had fired in self-defence after a mob tried to attack a police party.

MINOR DROWNS AMID POLICE CHASE

On July 19, two days after his disappearance body of nine-year-old, Faizan was retrieved from the river Jehlum at Chattipadshahi Bridge at around 5:00 pm. The body was carried in a procession and the processionists chanting pro-freedom slogans marched towards Deputy Commissioner Baramulla’s office to lodge their protest over the forcible drowning of Faizan,

On July 17, Faizan went missing after he jumped into River Jhelum to escape the policemen who were chasing him during clashes in north Kashmir’s Baramulla town.  However, locals alleged the boy was pushed into the river by the chasing policemen.

Three youngsters including a nine-year-old boy Faizan Ahmad Buhroo son of Muhammad Rafiq Buhroo were caught by surprise after police contingents trapped them. “The trio was not a part of protest demonstrations but was watching the protests. Finding themselves trapped, they tried to run for safety. However, they were chased by policemen who arrested one of the boys while two others including Faizan jumped into River Jhelum,” they said.

 Faizan got drowned as he did not know how to swim. “He was waving and crying for help but no one could rush to save him as the policemen were chasing the protestors. “ The other boy identified as Jan Ahmad Ahangar managed to swim to safety. He was hospitalized,” locals said.

However, some residents alleged that Ahangar and Faizan were pushed into River Jhelum by the chasing cops. “The boys were pushed into the river by a local SOG man who was seen by people doing this,” they alleged.

As the news spread that Faizan was missing after being allegedly pushed into Jhelum by policemen, hundreds of people thronged to the river banks to locate the missing boy. The youth of the area staged massive anti-India demonstrations to protest against the policemen for pushing the nine-year-old boy into the river. 

On July 19, immediately after the body of Faizan’s body was retrieved protesters carrying the body on a stretcher marched on the Srinagar-Muzzafarabad road demanding action against the SOG personnel Tanveer Ahmed alias Kaka, whom they blamed for the drowning of Faizan during clashes in Azad Gunj area.

The procession was intercepted by police and CRPF men near DC office. The cops lobbed tear smoke shells and fired directly towards the protestors, causing on spot death of 26-year old youth Fayaz Ahmad Khanday of Dhanmoov, Baramulla, presently residing at Binner Baramulla. He had received bullet injury on the chest. At least 20 others including four women were injured in the police action.


An eyewitness, who was on spot and jumped into Jhelum in Baramulla like Faizan yesterday (July 17) evening, told media that the incident took place when he was returning to home from Main Chowk Baramulla.


“I was heading towards home after purchasing some daily use items. As I reached Azad Gunj Bridge, all of sudden a private truck came and stopped. Some policemen alighted from it and cordoned off the bridge from both sides. As they approached towards me to arrest me, I jumped into the river,” said the youth.

He said that he was surprised to hear the screams on the opposite side of the bridge. “People were shouting drowned, drowned although I was swimming well. After coming out of waters I learnt that another boy (Faizan) had also jumped into the river after cops had tried to arrest him,” he said.  


Another boy, a class 4th student, who claims that he was present in the area at the time of incident, said four boys were moving on the bridge and looking into the waters. “In meantime, the policemen disembarked from a private truck on the bridge and started chasing them without any stone pelting taking place in the area,” he said.


He said that some cops kicked him and he ran towards Hanfia School. “Faizan was forced to jump into the river and he was waving his hands for help. However, due to huge presence of cops, people felt scared and ran for safety,” he said adding another boy was arrested by the cops. The search is on to retrieve the body of Faizan.

On July 20, police lodged FIR against the cops, who according to locals pushed Faizan into the water while the district administration is collecting the details to initiate probe into July 19 firing incident.

Deputy Commissioner Baramulla Bashir Ahmad Bhat said the FIR has been lodged by the family of Faizan. “Probe would be launched to ascertain the cause of the death. All the persons whom the family suspects are responsible for Faizan’s death will be called for an investigation,” he said.

A senior official said the government has terminated services of SOG personal Tanveer Ahmed alias Kaka, whom people had accused of pushing 9-year-old Faizan into river. “He has been terminated from the services after we received complaints against him,” the official said.


Faizan’s 50-year-old father Rafiq said Saturday (July 17) evening when he returned home from Uri where he works as welder, he was stopped by some protesting youth near a bridge. “I wasn’t traveling on a two wheeler and was allowed on the pretext that policemen forced a boy’s drowning. I pleaded these protesting youth to let me go home. After reaching home, my elder son Faisal told me that it was Faizan who had drowned. As I heard this I fell down. What happened after I don’t remember,” said crestfallen Rafiq sitting in the corner of a room.

POLICE VERSION


A police spokesman while giving details of the incident said, “On July 17, an unruly mob armed with sticks, axes, iron rods and petrol bombs started heavy stone pelting on the police party at Hospital Bridge. During the pelting 25 police men including an officer were injured. Policemen faced the situation with utmost restraint using baton and tear smoke canisters. A series of petrol bombs were hurled on police and the cops clashed with the rioters several times. Later, it was learnt that a boy namely Faizan Rafiq Buhroo son of Mohammad Rafiq of Mohalla Jalal Sahib had drowned in river Jhelum. The cause of drowning is yet to be ascertained and the body has not been recovered so far”. 

BARAMULLA YOUTH DIES AS POLICE FIRES AT FUNERAL
July 19: A 26-year-old youth identified as Fayaz Ahmad was killed and 20 others injured one of them critically, when police fired at the procession carrying the body of Faizan in Baramulla. Faizan Ahmad Bhuroo had drowned after policemen chased him during a protest demonstration at Azad Gunj, Baramulla on 17 July. The locals had alleged that he was pushed into the water by chasing policemen.

“His body was retrieved on July 19. The body was carried in a procession and the processionists chanting pro-freedom slogans marched towards Deputy Commissioner Baramulla’s office to lodge their protest over the forcible drowning of Faizan,” eyewitnesses said.

The procession was intercepted by police and CRPF men near DC office. The cops lobbed tear smoke shells and fired directly towards the protestors, causing on spot death of 26-year old youth Fayaz Ahmad Khanday of Dhanmoov, Baramulla, presently residing at Binner Baramulla. He had received bullet injury on the chest. At least 20 others including four women were injured in the police action.

One of the critically injured Ghulam Mohamamd Gogri has been referred to SMHS hospital. The other inured were identified as Maqsood Ahmad, Abdul Rashid, Fayaz Ahmad, Nisar Ahmad, Abdul Hamid, Bashir Ahmad, Zahoor Ahmad, Ghulam Mohammad and Firdous Ahmad.

Medical Superintendent District Hospital Baramulla, M S Nanda said Fayaz Ahmad was brought dead to the hospital. “He had sustained bullet injury on the chest,” he said. Nanda said twenty others sustained injuries in the police action. “Many of them had received bullet injuries and one of the critically injured has been referred to Srinagar for specialized treatment,” he said.

“At around 5.45 pm, I was driving my car near main Chowk Baramulla, where I saw a huge procession of people carrying the body of Faizan. The procession comprising men, women and children were heading towards the DC office. When it reached near R&B Office, some persons from the crowed tried to attack the house of SPO Kaka Mir, who according to locals, had pushed Faizan into river,” said an eyewitness, Bashir Ahmad (name changed).

He said the policemen lobbed tear gas shells and then fired directly on the procession. The firing was very intense and people were running for cover. It seemed as if an encounter was taking place.

Another eyewitness, who pleaded anonymity, said for the whole day people waited for body of Faizan to be retrieved. “Finally in the evening, the navy divers fished out the body from river near Masjid Baitul Mukkaram. A mob of people, who had gathered in the area, took possession of Faizan’s body. Army fired some rounds in air. However, it could not deter the people and they headed towards the DC office. The procession, which had swelled in number, was fired upon by policemen near R&B office.”

The recently appointed special commissioner for north Kashmir, M S Khan said the incident took place after the body of 10-year-old Faizan was fished out from the river. “After Faizan’s body was retrieved, a group of youth managed to cross the bridge and demanded the body. They managed to snatch the body of the boy. DC Baramulla, Bashir Ahmad intervened and was trying to pacify the youth, who were demanding registration of FIR against policemen for allegedly pushing the boy into river. While the talks were going on, another group of youth arrived at the DC office and started ransacking the office. This triggered a chaos in which a youth identified as Fayaz Ahmad received a bullet injury and died later,” Khan said and refused to elaborate who opened the fire. 

He said some youth also sustained minor injuries in the scuffle and are being treated in the hospital. “The slain youth is a resident of Kreeri and had visited his relatives at old Baramulla,” he said.

Deputy Commissioner Baramulla Bashir Ahmad said the administration has not ordered the inquiry as yet as facts are being collected. “However, we will order an inquiry,” he told media. DC said situation was peaceful when the first group of youth met him in his room. “I don’t know what happened then,” he said adding the facts are being collected and no conclusion can be arrived at this stage.

MY FANCY WAS NOT A STONE PELTER, CRIES MOTHER
On July 6, a 25-year old woman identified as, Fancy daughter of Abdul Rehman was hit by a bullet fired by troopers near her residence at Lashman Pora, Dander Khan, Batamaloo, Srinagar. She was hit in the chest and was shifted to hospital, where she succumbed to injuries. Postmortem report confirmed her killed by bullet. However, police has registered attempt to murder case against IRP personnel accused of killing Fancy.

As the news of her death spread in the area, angry youth took to streets in Batamaloo and adjoining areas to protest the killing. The protestors clashed with police and CRPF men, who fired numerous tear smoke shells and resorted to heavy baton to disperse the protestors, who pelted stones towards them.


Khadija, Fancy’s mother said, “On main road barely 10 meters from the house, clashes broke between police and protestors during which the personnel resorted to heavy teargas shelling and firing. I, fancy and my other daughter were sitting in a room. Suddenly teargas smoke filled the room as the frame of the room has no windowpanes. Our eyes were full of tears.” 


She said, to avoid teargas smoke, Fancy tried to adjust this worn-out net clung between two ends of the window. “Suddenly she screamed, Mummy Mei Aaw Fire (Mummy I have been hit by a Bullet). These were the last words uttered by Fancy to her mother.” 


“On seeing this I slapped her face feeling she was scared by the sounds of gunfire. When I lifted her scarf there was a deep hole on her body through which blood was oozing. I shouted and everyone rushed into the room. People took her to hospital,” Khadija said.  


Abdul Raheem, Fancy’s father said, “When we came out on the road carrying the wounded Fancy, police fired bullets and teargas canisters on us. We were not protesting, but ferrying Fancy to hospital still they (Police) shelled continuously. Only when I tore my clothes apart in the middle of the road challenging police to fire upon me, they stopped. And in this melee, I got an injury on my feet.”   


Fancy’s brother Mudasir Ahmad, a hired load carriage driver picks up a point from his maternal uncle. “It was not only my maternal uncle who was hit by the teargas shell. There were several others we don’t even know them,” Mudassir says, “My sister was hit by police bullet, which the autopsy report mentions. I want killers to be punished, but I know justice is elusive here keeping past cases in view. 


I want Govt to punish the killers even FIR 80/2010 is registered against the IRP cops at Police Station Shergarhi,” he said adding, “neither we are with mainstream nor separatists because sacrifices are only rendered by poor people like us.”


Khadija said, “My fancy was neither a stone-thrower nor part of any protest. She was trying to adjust curtain on window, what was her fault?” Fancy was later on laid to rest in nearby ‘Martyrs’ graveyard at Danderkha.  

On July 16, autopsy report of Fancy Jan has confirmed that she was killed due to bullet injuries. Fancy had received bullet in her chest.

Police has registered attempt to murder case against IRP personnel in connection with the killing of Fancy Jan. Police sources told media that an FIR number 80/2010 under Section 307, 147, 148, 149, 332, 336, 427 RPC has been registered in police station Batamaloo. The FIR states that the IRP personnel of 13th Battalion “fired in air” to disperse the protesters and stray bullet hit her (Fancy) during this firing.

RAFIABAD YOUTH KILLED IN CUSTODY: LOCALS
PROBE ORDERED
July 25: A youth was allegedly tortured to death in police custody at Panzala Rafiabad in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district last night, locals alleged. The Jammu and Kashmir government ordered a magisterial inquiry into the incident and suspended two cops for dereliction of duties, police claimed the youth had committed suicide.


 The residents of Fidarpora Rafiabad told media that Tariq Ahmed Dar, who hailed from the area, was detained by cops of police station Panzala few days ago. “Police held him on baseless charges of being a Lashkar-e-Toiba operative and did not allow the family to meet him in custody. We were shocked to see his body this morning. Police informed us that he ended his life by committing suicide in the lock-up,” they said. “But Tariq has been tortured to death as his body had visible torture marks .He was innocent and was not involved in any militancy related activity.” 


 Police had on July 18 claimed that Lashkar operative Tariq alias Jaffar injured a civilian named Abdul Majid Lone of Fidarpora with a bullet. However, the injured Lone had last week told media that he saw two cops of Special Operations Group of police behind him, after he was shot. “To save the SOG men who wounded Lone, the police made Tariq a scapegoat and dubbed him as over ground worker of militants and accused him of firing at Lone,” the Rafiabad locals alleged.


A team of doctors led by Block Medical Officer, Rohama, Muhammad Ramzan conducted the autopsy on Tariq’s body. Following this, the body was handed over to the family.  As Tariq’s body was brought to Fidarpora, hundreds of people immediately took to streets and raised pro-freedom and anti-India slogans. The protesters demanded action against the cops, whom they accused of torturing Tariq to death in the custody. The protests continued till late in the night.

 
The BMO Rohama Dr. Muhammad Ramzan said the cause of death would be known only after the FSL report comes. He said that post mortem was conducted by a team of doctors including BMO Dangiwacha, Dr Muhammad Maqbool and Medical Officer Panzala Dr. Ranbir Singh. A doctor told media on the condition of anonymity that there were “visible torture marks” on Tariq’s body.

POLICE VERSION 

 The Superintendent of Police, Sopore, Altaf Ahmed Khan said, “Tariq, who was arrested in case (no FIR 36 under section 307 RPC, 7/27 Arms Act), has committed suicide in the police lock-up.” “We have suspended two policemen for dereliction of duties,” he said. The suspended cops are Ghulam Rasool (Munshi) and Surinder Singh (head constable).

MAGISTERIAL INQUIRY ORDERED 

 The Minister of State for R&B, Javaid Ahmed Dar, who represents Rafiabad the Legislative Assembly said, “The government has ordered a magisterial inquiry in the incident. Justice would be done with the family,” he said.


July 26: A day after a youth of Rafiabad died in police custody, police has attached the concerned SHO and disarmed a cop while the initial medical report has revealed that the body bore some injury marks and a mark on neck. “The body of Tariq Ahmad Dar, which was recovered from the lock up of Police station Panzala, had the visible marks on neck and back. The examination of the body was carried out in presence of Sub District Magistrate (SDM) Sopore, Mohammad Asan Khan,” sources said.


However, the health officials refused to speak anything about the issue. “It is too premature to say anything about the nature of the death. There is a mark on the neck of youth’s body raising suspicions that he may have committed suicide. But at the same time there are some injuries on his back also,” they said.


The Block Medical Officer (BMO) Rohama, Mohamamd Ramzan said the samples would be sent for forensic test.  “The report is expected to be received in next couple of days and accordingly the cause of death would be revealed,” he said.


Meanwhile, the government has formed a team led by Sub District Magistrate (SDM) Sopore to inquire into the case to ascertain the cause of death. SP Sopore Altaf Khan said the concerned Station House Officer (SHO) has been attached to the district police lines and SPO Javaid Ahmad was disengaged from the job.


“We have already suspended two selection grade constables – Munshi Ghulam Rasool and Surinder Singh on July 25. On July 26, SPO Javaid Ahmad was disengaged and the concerned SHO Shakeel Ahmad was attached to District Police lines,” SP said. He, however, ruled out that Tariq’s was tortured to death.


“During the intervening night of Saturday/Sunday (July 24/25), the youth committed suicide in the lock up after strangulating himself with the string of trouser. The inquiry has been initiated,” he said.

BULLETS KILL 4, INJURE 250

On July 30, to foil the Hurriyat (G) call for protests and ‘Maisuma Chalo’, the government forces launched an all-out assault on protestors across Valley. At least four persons were killed in police and paramilitary troopers firing in Sopore and Pattan areas of north Kashmir while more than 250 were injured, dozens of who received bullet injuries in police action across the Valley. A Chanapora youth, who was hit by a bullet, is battling for life in SKIMS while mourners stormed Pattan police station.

Sopore

Two civilians were killed and more than a dozen injured, three of them critically  when paramilitary personnel opened fire on protestors at Aramagarh, Sopore, some 50 kilometers North of Srinagar. The incident took place near Taqwa Masjid located between Krankshivan and Amargarh localities of Sopore town on Srinagar-Sopore highway this afternoon when CRPF men intercepted hundreds of people, who were heading towards Krankshivan Colony  to offer Friday congregational prayers there.

“Actually, the people of Jamia Qadeem and Krankshivan areas of Sopore had decided to offer Friday prayers at Krankshivan colony.  People had gathered in the locality to offer the Friday but they were chased away by the cops, who used tear smoke shells,” an eyewitness told media.

He said, “In the meantime, hundreds of people from Amargarh and adjoining localities also marched towards Krankshivan but were intercepted just ahead of the village by CRPF and Railway Protection Force Personnel (RPF). After facing tough resistance from the protestors, the paramilitary CRPF and RPF men opened indiscriminate fire on the protestors”.

Eyewitnesses said at least a dozen persons sustained injured in the police action and were rushed to Sub-District Hospital Sopore. The hospital authorities referred five critically injured persons, who had sustained bullet injuries to SMHS Hospital Srinagar for specialized treatment. Doctors declared two of them - Mohammad Ahsan son of Abdul Aziz Ganaie and Showkat Chopan son of Abdul Majeed Chopan - as brought dead and termed condition of three others as critical.

“Showkat,  died of excessive blood loss while 45-year old Mohammad Ahsan had sustained bullet injury at the right side of his chest,” a junior  doctor, who attended the injured at SMHS Hospital  told media.

Pattan Town

As the news about the death of two civilians in Sopore firing became public, hundreds of people took to roads at Pattan town and staged anti-India demonstrations. Raising pro-freedom slogans, protestors cordoned the local police station and attacked it with stones. The protestors stormed the police station. 

“The cops, who were stationed in the area fired dozens of tear smoke canisters and opened fire at the protestors. Ten persons sustained bullet injuries in the police action. The injured were shifted to hospital, where one of the critically identified as Adil Sheikh, 14 succumbed to injuries,” the eyewitnesses said.

Block Medical officer Pattan, Dr Javed Ahmad confirmed the killing of Rafiq. “Sixty persons sustained injuries in the police action. We referred 25 injured to SMHS hospital for specialized treatment,” he said.

One more person, a baker Nazir Ahmad Mir of Sheeri Baramulla who was also hit by a bullet at Pattan breathed his last at SKIMS, Soura late in the evening. After the clashes and police firing, authorities deployed hundreds of police and CRPF men in the area to prevent people from taking to roads and staging demonstrations.

Kreeri, Choora

Police opened fire on the protestors, who were demanding whereabouts of a local youth Faraq Bashir Bukhari. He has been missing since July 28. “People were protesting against the disappearance of Faraq. When the protestors reached near an SOG camp, the policemen tried to intercept them, leading to clashes,” an eyewitness told media.

He said the protestors ransacked the SOG camp, Kreeri. “Afterwards police opened fire and lobbed tear smoke shells, injuring 20 persons. Two of them had sustained bullet injuries,” the eyewitness said.

Later in the afternoon, the residents of Kreeri and adjoining villages regrouped and started marching towards Choora village on Srinagar-Baramulla Highway.

Centre

Over 120 people were injured in central Kashmir as Srinagar’s uptown city erupted following a firing incident in which a 19-year-old boy Muhammad Iqbal Khan who was critically injured after paramilitary CRPF troops allegedly opened fire at Chanapora. The eyewitnesses said Khan along with his two more friends was sitting on a shop front in Lone Mohalla at Old Chanapora.

“At around 9:15 pm, a party comprising of police and CRPF appeared,” said Showket Ahmad, an eyewitness. “They started approaching them. Out of fear, the trio along with other boys started running away. In an instant, troops opened fire and Iqbal was hit in his head. The other two survived.” Ahmad said Iqbal was hit by a bullet in his left eye and shoulder.

“He was rushed to SMHS in critical condition,” he said. The residents of Old Chanapora said the firing was “unprovoked”. The doctors at SMHS hospital said Iqbal was referred to SKIMS for further treatment as his condition was critical.

Medical Superintendent SKIMS, Dr S A Tabish described the condition of Iqbal as “critical”. “We have kept him in the Intensive Care Unit of the hospital. He is on life support system.” Iqbal, 19, was working as a salesman. He was the youngest of the four siblings.

As word spread, angry people defied strict restrictions at Chanapora, Natipora, Barzulla, Rambagh, Nowgam and other localities of uptown city and took to roads. Raising pro-freedom and anti-India slogans, the protesters clashed with troops.  Police and CRPF resorted to baton charge, fired tear smoke canisters and bullets in air to disperse the protesters. At least 30 people were injured in clashes following the firing incident, many of them receiving bullet injuries. 

South

At least 81 persons including policemen and CRPF troopers were injured on Friday when police and CRPF troopers resorted to firing and tear smoke canister shelling on protesters in several areas of south Kashmir.

Eyewitnesses said when people came out of Khankah Tral after Friday prayers to protest the killings in Kashmir; policemen were waiting for them with video cameras in their hands. “This infuriated locals and they started raising pro-freedom and pro-Islamic slogans and marched toward old market. But police intercepted them and clashes erupted,” locals said. “Police opened fire at protesters and tried to quell them by tear gas shelling.”

In the ensuing clashes, at least 20 persons were injured. Bilal Ahmad Reshi of Tral Payeen, Naseer Ahmad of Kuchmohalla Tral and Muhammad Younus Bhat were severely injured and shifted to SMHS and SKIMS Soura.

Eight civilians who had sustained severe injuries were admitted at Sub District Hospital (SDH) Tral. Five policemen and 18 CRPF troopers were also injured. “The three injured persons who were referred to Srinagar had been hit by tear smoke canisters in their face, leg and abdomen,” said a doctor at SDH Tral.

2 YOUTH KILLED, 100 INJURED IN NORTH KASHMIR 

July 31: Two youth were killed and at least 100 people were injured when paramilitary CRPF and police opened fire on protesters in Baramulla town and in Naidkhai, Poshwari village in Sumbal area of Bandipora district. With the killing of two more youth toll in the police and CRPF firing since July 30 mounted to six. 
BARAMULLA 

“Personnel of Special Operation Group of police fired upon Javaid Ahmed Teli without any provocation at Cement Bridge in Baramulla town this afternoon. There were no protests or stone pelting when policemen fired upon the victim,” witnesses said.  “The bullet hit him in the head. He was referred to SKIMS where he succumbed,” they added.

 After the word about Javaid’s death spread, thousands of people took to streets and pelted stones at police station Baramulla.  The police fired numerous teargas canisters to disperse the protesters however they offered stiff resistance and resurfaced. The clashes were continuing till late in the evening.

NAIDKHAI

A youth was killed and seven others injured when police and paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire at protesters at Naidkhai Sumbal in north Kashmir.  Locals and eyewitnesses said a patrolling party of CRPF beat up boys who were playing in the ground opposite to IRP camp at Naidkhai. Unprovoked beating of boys infuriated the residents. They took to streets and staged a massive protest demanding action against the erring troopers. However, policemen and paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire killing a boy and injuring seven others. The slain boy was identified as Mudasir Ahmed Lone son of Ghulam Ahmed Lone of Herpora, Naidkhai, Sumbal.

 Another youth, Bilal Ahmed Dar received a bullet on his spine and has been shifted to Srinagar in a critical condition. As the word about the incident spread thousands of people assembled in   Hajin, Sumbal, Saderkoot and other adjoining townships and tried to march towards Naidikhai. However, they were intercepted by police.

RAILWAY STATION TORCHED IN AMARGARH, SOPORE

After the burial of Muhammad Ahsan Ganai son of Abdul Aziz and Showkat Ahmad Chopan of Amargarh who were killed by CRPF troopers yesterday, thousands of people this morning took to streets and marched towards Railway Station Amargarh.  “Protesters set the Railway Station Amargarh ablaze,” the eyewitnesses said, adding that Fire Service men who tried to douse the fire were stopped from doing so by the locals. 

 A youth Iqbal Rather son of Ghulam Nabi was hit by bullet in abdomen after CRPF troopers opened fire upon the peaceful protesters at Seer Sangrama.  Paramilitary CRPF troopers beat up protesters in Amargarh Sopore this morning.  Locals told media that CRPF troopers thrashed Tariq Ahmed Bhat a duty magistrate, after he refused to give firing orders on demonstrators.

POLICE VERSION 

 In a statement here a police spokesman said: “Situation in various parts of the valley took an ugly turn when protesters  went on rampage at places like Kreeri, Amargarh, Naidkhai and Baramulla in north Kashmir; Panthachowk in Srinagar and Pampore, Bijbehara, Sangam and Kakpora in south Kashmir.” 

 
“Kreeri, protesters attacked old Police Station and Horticulture buildings and set them ablaze. Protesters also assaulted a trooper and attempted to snatch his weapon. Several policemen were injured in the attack. At Naidkhai in Bandipora district, protesters attacked Police camp causing injuries to a number of policemen including SP Bandipora, who suffered head injury.” he added. 

 “In Baramulla town protesters went on rampage, causing injuries and fractures to a number of policemen. At Panthachowk stone pelting youth had to be dispersed by Police. At Pampore, a number of people gathered and attacked Police Station Pampore. They also attacked two vehicles of Air force and set them on fire. A number of policemen received injuries in this incident,” he said.

 “At Bijbehara and Sangam Bridge, people violated curfew and attacked Police Station Bijbehara and the office of SDPO Bijbehara. A number of policemen received injuries in this incident. Protesters also cut trees along the highway and blocked it,” the spokesman added.  

 At Kakpora/Samboora, people attacked a posse of policemen injuring a deputy superintendent of police and several other policemen. A petrol bomb was also thrown at Police vehicle.

 People also ransacked Police posts Potkha and Choor in Baramulla district. In all these incidents 28 policemen including SP Bandipora, Dysp Pulwama and one Station House Officer received injuries. Several policemen have been hospitalized,” the spokesman added.

 “In order to restrain protesters from causing further damage to the life and property, the police had to fire at different places when all other measures to pacify them failed as a result of which two persons namely Javaid Ahmad Teli son of Gh. Muhammad Teli of Bungalbagh Baramulla and Mudasir Ahmad Lone son of Ghulam Muhammad Lone of Naidkhai Bandipora died and 11 civilians also received injuries as a result of lathi-charge and forces firing,” the spokesman said.

WORLD HR GROUPS EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER KASHMIR EXCESSES
RELEASE DETAINED LAWYERS: AI

ENFORCE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM: HRW

July 22: The Washington based human rights watch dog, Amnesty International has asked government of Jammu and Kashmir to end the preventive detention of the lawyers, who are also leaders of Jammu and Kashmir High Court Bar Association, recently arrested by police. Senior lawyer Mian Abdul Qayoom, President of Kashmir Bar Association and Ghulam Nabi Shaheen, its General Secretary, were detained by police under the infamous Public Safety Act (PSA) on July 7 and July 18 respectively.

Zarifi said the administration in Kashmir has resorted to preventive detention under the PSA, which subverts the judicial process. “If the government has criminal charges to bring, it should do so in a properly constituted criminal trial where Mian Qayoom will have the protections afforded under the law, for instance, the ability to post bail.”

 “The arbitrary use of the PSA to detain government critics is yet another demonstration of why this law must be repealed,” Zarifi said. Kashmir 

Meanwhile, New York: Human Rights Watch (HRW) has called upon the Jammu and Kashmir government to carry out a High Court order to ensure due process, rights and protections for children detained for allegedly participating in street protests.

Meenakshi Ganguly, South Asia director at Human Rights Watch in a statement said hundreds of children are at risk of arbitrary detention and abuse as authorities struggle to identify the often-masked culprits and contain the protests. "Violent protesters and the people inciting them are breaking the law and should be punished," she said adding, “Jammu and Kashmir government needs to comply with Indian and international law for detention and prosecution, and give special attention to the requirements for children."

 “India's Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act provides an important framework for protecting and rehabilitating children in conflict,” Human Rights Watch said. The act requires authorities to produce anyone who is under age 18 before special juvenile courts, where the bail provisions are more flexible than those for adults. 

COURT BAILS OUT 28 YOUTH

BOOKED FOR STONE-PELTING, WAGING WAR AGAINST STATE

July 3: The Principal District and Sessions Court in Srinagar granted bail to 28 youth who were arrested by police from different parts of the city during ongoing protests against the killing of youth in Kashmir by police and central paramilitary forces.

Court directed police to release the youth without any delay. Police had charged the youth of “stone-pelting, putting public property on fire, waging war against country, rioting, carrying deadly weapons, promoting enmity among communities and hatching conspiracy against the state.” They had been lodged in different police stations across the city.

Court of Gous-un-Nissa asked the detainees to furnish a security bond of Rs 30, 000 and directed the police to release the detained youth. The youth have been granted interim bail till July 17.

Police had arrested the youth on June 27, 28 and 29 and lodged them in the Parimpora police station for charges of pelting stones and disturbing peace in the area.

SHO Parimpora Ghulam Mohi-ud-din said 10 youth were lodged in the police station on charges of putting a residential house and paramilitary CRPF bunker on fire during Sopore Chalo procession on June 28. “We have to complete the formalities and will release them,” he said.

Joo said for the past few days around 500 youth have been arrested on charges of stone pelting in the city. Due to curfew imposed in down town area of the city the parents of those youth were not able to reach the court for getting bail for their children, he said.

RAMPANT ARRESTS TO SUPPRESS WIDESPREAD PROTESTS 
· 15-YR OLD BOOKED UNDER PSA

 July 9: Authorities have booked an 8th class student under Public Safety Act (PSA) and lodged him in Kot Balwal jail.  Sheikh Akram, 15, son of Sheikh Zulfikar of Jogilanker Rainawari was booked under PSA for attending the funeral procession of a 17-year old Tufail Matoo, who was killed in police action in Rajouri Kadal on June 12, victim’s mother Tasleema Shiekh told media. Besides, he has been charged of stone pelting and hatching conspiracy against the state. 

Arrested on June 17 from his residence, Akram was released on bail after 7-days by Principal District and Sessions Court. As the interim bail was expiring on June 28, Akram was again bailed out on the same day. However, from then on family members used to bring him to police station Rainawari on voluntary basis.  “From morning till evening he was kept in the police station,” Tasleema said. 

 However, on July 2, police told Akram’s parents that he has been handed over to cops from Khanyar police station. “On the very next day we were told that Akram has been shifted to Kote Balwal jail,” Tasleema said. On July 3, the family was taken by surprise when District Magistrate Srinagar Meraj Ahmad Kakroo issued orders to book him under Public Safety Act, she said.

Tasleema accused the Government of framing charges against his son. “He never used to miss the school. You can check his attendance. Charges against him have been framed,” she added.

 
Senior counsel Mir Shafaqat Hussain said government could not detain a person under PSA while he was out on bail. Hussain castigated the government for lodging the teenager with regular criminals in Kot Bhalwal jail.

· 36 YOUTH BOOKED IN ISLAMABAD

 July 13: Following the cold blooded murder of three teenagers in South Kashmir town of Islamabad on June 29 by police, 36 youths have been booked by the police for ‘their involvement in protests and stone pelting.’ “Five youths have been booked under Section 307 RPC for attempting to murder policemen with stones, while the rest are facing detention under various bailable and non-bailable sections. Besides, two persons have been booked under Public Safety Act (PSA),” a police official told media.

The detained youth are frequently involved in stone pelting and the ones suspected of having injured policemen with stones have been charged with attempt to murder. The arrestees, he said, have been detained in various police stations of the town.

The two persons booked under Public Safety Act include Mirwaiz South Kashmir, Qazi Yasir, and a 23-year old youth, Atif Hassan son of Ghulam Hassan Sheikh of Janglat Mandi. Both have been shifted to Kotbalwal jail in Jammu. While the Mirwaiz was booked for ‘instigating violence and justifying stone pelting through speeches and on social networking site- Face book-,’ Atif has been booked for ‘stone pelting’ and, according to police officials, has as many as 22 charges leveled against him.

The locals said the arrested youths are mostly in the age group of 15 to 25 years, hailing from the volatile areas of the old town including Malakhnag, Cheeni Chowk, Reeshi Bazar, Sherpora, Janglat Mandi, Mattan Chowk, Dangerpora and Kadipora and are being picked up from their houses during nocturnal raids.

“Fearing arrests, many youths have left the homes. But police is now summoning their fathers to the police stations,” locals said. In certain areas of the town, the locals beat drums to save the youth from the clutches of the police during nocturnal raids.

“We have asked the locals to raise alarm by beating the drums whenever they spot the policemen during night hours,” said the residents of Mattan Chowk adding that they have been successful in their attempt.

· LAWYERS BOOKED UNDER PSA

 July 18: Senior lawyer and Kashmir Bar Association general secretary Ghulam Nabi Shaheen and Hurriyat (M) leader Zafar Akbar Bhat were arrested and booked under Public Safety Act (PSA). Shaheen, who had led a lawyer’s demonstration seeking release of detained Bar president Mian Abdul Qayoom on July 17, was arrested from Lethpora in Pulwama district last evening.

Shaheen was on way to his Tral residence when police intercepted him and took him into custody. “He was immediately booked under PSA and sent to a jail in Rajouri district,” police sources said. Bar is supporting the separatists programme and extending support to strike and protest calls.

· 41 BOOKED UNDER PSA

638 ARRESTED ACROSS VALLEY

 July 24: The authorities have so far detained 41 persons including separatists and youth under infamous Public Safety Act (PSA) in the month long unrest in Valley while 638 youth have been booked under different charges. 


An official working in the police headquarters said 23 persons including senior separatist Syed Ali Geelani and Kashmir Bar Association president Mian Abdul Qayoom have been booked under PSA by police. “The figure comprises people detained under PSA in various district headquarters,” he said.


Though police officials in Srinagar don’t reveal the exact number of people detained under PSA, sources said apart from separatists, three youth were booked under PSA in Safakadal and one each in Gojwara and Nowhatta.


A police official said 18 arrest warrants under PSA have been issued in South Kashmir’s Pulwama district. “A youth has been detained and booked under PSA while 17 others against whom arrest warrants have been issued have fled from their houses and are absconding. We have launched a manhunt to track them,” he said.


In Islamabad district, where three youth died in police firing a fortnight back, three persons have been arrested and booked under PSA. Many people, mostly youth have also been booked under PSA in Baramulla and Sopore townships. However, the officials refused to divulge any information.


They said some separatists and “habitual stone pelters” were booked under PSA before the “Sopore Chalo” on June 29. “We thought they would mobilize people for protests in the wake of killings and accordingly booked them. As the protest demonstrations and stone pelting continued, more youth were booked under PSA’s”. The official said more dossiers are being prepared in order to control the wave of protests in Valley.


The officials in police headquarters said 638 protesters have been incriminated in different cases.   

“In many cases, the protesters have been arrested under section 307, which amounts to attempt to murder”.

Meanwhile, in order to defuse the prevailing situation in Baramulla, authorities released 18 youth. “We released the youth as they were not found involved in any serious act. We examined their cases and set them free,” SSP Baramulla M A Untoo told media. 


On July 28, media quoting its sources reported that police have booked nearly 50 persons including minors under the PSA during past over a month. One of them, 15- year old Sheikh Arkam son of Sheikh Zulfikar of Jogilanker was shown as 19-year old in the detention order. Arkam, an 8th standard student of GP Mission High School Rainawari, was arrested on June 17 and lodged in Rainawari Police Station. He was released on bail after seven days by the Principal District and Sessions Court here.


However, the family was taken by surprise when on July 3, the District Magistrate Srinagar had issued orders of his detention under PSA and the teenager was shifted to Kot Bhalwal jail in Jammu.


“Whenever there is a strike call, you not only indulge in stone pelting but also motivate other youth in Rainawari area to indulge in such activities. By resorting to stone pelting you are acting as a catalyst in disturbing the public order,” Arkam’s detention order reads. Arkam’s mother Tasleema maintained that his son is innocent. “He has been implicated falsely” she said.


Senior counsel, Mir Shafaqat Hussain, said many minors have been booked under PSA during past over a month. “To avoid public wrath and criticism from other fronts, the state government in detention orders wrongly mentions the minors as adults. For minors there was a separate Juvenile Act. State government can’t book a minor under PSA and lodge him with regular criminals,” he said.


Shafaqat said Government could not detain a person under PSA while he was out on bail. “Government can’t lodge teenagers with regular criminals in jail. Law does not allow it,” he added.


Shafaqat, who is also the member of the High Court Bar Association, stated that over 1400-1500 persons have been arrested across the Valley since June 11 when protests broke out against the killing of Tufail Matoo.

· POLICE INTENSIFIES CRACKDOWN ON PROTESTERS

OVER 1000 ARRESTED ACROSS VALLEY IN 3 WEEKS

 July 11: In a major crack down on protesters and stone pelters, police has detained nearly 150 youth for allegedly participating in anti-government protests and stone pelting during the past fortnight across valley. Sources told media that following the widespread protests against the killings of teenagers including a woman in CRPF and police action, scores of youth have been detained in the Srinagar city. 

Nearly 40 youth had been detained in the old city and arrests have also taken in other parts of the city. The police also held several youth in north and south Kashmir for stone-pelting and holding protests during these days. Sources said police also rounded up nearly 40 youth in Sopore town, after the killing of two youth by paramilitary CRPF troopers last month. A police official while wishing anonymity said that 25 of them were released and handed over to parents instructing.  

The police has also detained more than 30 youth in the Islamabad town particular in the volatile areas of Malkhnag, Cheeni Chowk, Reshi bazaar areas during the nocturnal raids in past two weeks. The locals of Bandipora and Handwara towns also alleged that police was summoning the youth to police stations, after the protests.

The central government has also directed state government to go tough on trouble makers. SP city (North), Showket Hussain said about 30- 40 identified stone pelters had been detained. “We have evidence against them. They were photographed during stone pelting. Some of them were released on bail,” he added.


On July 20, in a major operation to quell the ongoing protests over the civilian killings, police have arrested more than 1000 persons including teenagers in the Valley during past three weeks and booked at least 15 of them under the stringent Public Safety Act. Though the police remained tight-lipped over the issue, sources said on Government directions, it has started the process to book majority of the arrested youth and teenagers under the PSA which is primarily meant to deal with ‘waging war against State.’


Pertinently, the arrest spree started since the Sopore Chalo on June 27 with police detaining hundreds of people while marching towards the Apple Town at Parimpora. Incidentally among other sections, they have been booked under various sections including attempt to murder and rioting. Reports said 500 youth and teenagers have been arrested from Srinagar city alone.


“In past three weeks, police have made random arrests across the city just to frighten the people. Some youth have been released on bail but most of them are still under arrest,” the inhabitants of Nowhatta said.


They said in most of the cases, the police have been asking the parents to produce their children in the respective Police Stations. “In this way scores of youth have been arrested. They are innocent and have never indulged in stone pelting,” argued the parents of some arrested youth. “We have learnt that two youth who were arrested from Gojwara in Old City here have been booked under PSA and shifted to Hira Nagar and Udhampur. We don’t know their identity and are worried about our wards,” they added.

Similarly, in south Kashmir’s Islamabad district, over 40 youth including minors have been arrested on charges of indulging in stone pelting over the killings of three persons- Shujat-ul-Islam, Ishtiyaq Ahmad Khanday and Imtiyaz Ahmad- in cold-blood allegedly by police.

Reports said out of these 40, five youth have been booked for attempt to murder while two are facing detention under PSA. The locals said Atif Hassan son of Ghulam Hassan of Islamabad booked under PSA on charges of “stone pelting” has been shifted to Kot Balwal jail.

“Police is arresting the youth in Islamabad on frivolous charges. Many youth have been arrested on charges of inciting violence by making anti-police and anti-govt comments. This is just to harass the youth and break the peaceful protests against the killings,” said a youth of Islamabad town wishing anonymity.


Advocate Mir Shafaqat Hussain accused the Government of misusing the PSA. “About 500-600 persons including minors have been arrested during past over three weeks in the Valley. At least 15 persons have been booked under PSA. Ironically, they have been booked under serious offences including attempt to murder. The members of High Court Bar Association have helped 100 youth to get bail. We will be providing free legal aid to youth and challenge their detention,” he said.


A senior police officer wishing anonymity said police was preparing the grounds of detention of the arrested youth and teenagers under various acts including the PSA. “We have been given stringent directions to book the stone pelters. We have gathered evidences including photographs and video clips against them. The allegation of framing them is baseless,” he said.


Pertinently, 32 and 15 youth have been booked under various offences ranging from stone pelting to damaging public property in north Kashmir Baramulla and Sopore towns respectively. Similarly, at least 10 persons have been arrested in Pulwama and Kulgam districts.

· PRO-FREEDOM CAMP UNDER SIEGE

July 11: Authorities have booked many pro-freedom leaders including chairman of Syed Ali Shah Geelani under the PSA to thwart the ongoing protests over the killings.


Others booked under PSA include Hurriyat (M) leader Zafar Akbar Bhat, Mirwaiz south Kashmir, Qazi Yasir, Tehreek Hurriyat general secretary, Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai, senior Hurriyat (G) leaders, Gen Moosa, Aiyaz Akbar, Bilal Siddiqui, president of High Court Bar Association, Mian Abdul Qayoom, Bar general secretary, GN Shaheen. They have been shifted to various jails in Jammu.


Senior Hurriyat leader, Nayeem Ahmad Khan, has been lodged in sub-jail Baramulla. Moreover half a dozen senior activists of Hurriyat (M) including Muzaffar Ahmad Yatoo have been booked under PSA and shifted to various jails in Jammu. Senior leader of Peoples League, Muhammad Maqbool Sofi, who was arrested during the Sopore Chalo on June 27, is lodged in Parimpora Police Station.

Besides the authorities have been frequently putting the chairman Hurriyat (M) Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and other leaders including Advocate Shahid-ul-Islam and Agha Syed Al Mousvi Al Safvi under house arrest.

On July 28, police arrested 39 persons in Sangrama. Witnesses told media that scores of youth raising pro-freedom slogans were intercepted by the police near Putkah Sangrama. The Superintendent of Police Sopore Altaf Ahmed Khan said, “We have arrested some miscreants who had come from other areas to create law and order problem.”

July 29, the arrest of 30 youth during the nocturnal raids triggered intense clashes in Baramulla with the protestors damaging the railway line while the office of Deputy Commissioner Shopian was stoned by youth. At least 20 persons were injured in clashes between angry youth and cops in North Kashmir’s Baramulla district.  

People in large numbers took to roads at Chooru and staged pro-freedom demonstration. Chanting pro-freedom and anti-India slogans, the protestors staged a sit-in at Baramulla-Srinagar highway. They alleged that the cops during late night raids arrested over forty youth from the area. “The cops also beat up several persons and berserk damaged the windowpanes of several houses and vehicles,” they alleged.

· 80-YR OLD, 60-YR OLD BOOKED FOR RIOTING

CHARGES INCLUDE ‘ATTACKING BUNKER, ATTEMPT TO MURDER CRPF MEN’

 July 28: Jammu and Kashmir police have booked an octogenarian Hamami (a Masjid helper) and a sexagenarian man from Nawab Bazar for allegedly “attacking a CRPF bunker with stones” and “attempting to kill CRPF men.” The accused are Ghulam Rasool Mir of Kupwara, who has been working as a Hamami in a Shoragari Masjid for past five years, and Abdul Aziz Bhat of Shah Mohalla New colony Nawab Bazar, downtown Srinagar. The duo was arrested from a Masjid where they had gone for offering Fajr (pre-dawn) prayers, in Nawabazar on June 30, 2010. Subsequently, police registered FIR No 75/2010 in police station Maharaj Gunj, against the two accused under as many as seven RPC sections.  

These sections include, 148 for rioting with deadly weapons, 149 for unlawful assembly, 336 for act endangering life or personal safety of others, 152 for assaulting public servant during rioting, 353 for using criminal force against public servant, 379 for theft and 427 for mischief causing damage. The duo is out on bail and is likely to be charge-sheeted by police soon.

Ghulam Rasool told media that on the fateful morning he was cleaning the Masjid after the Fajr prayers when police and CRPF battalions were deployed in the area. “I was terrified by the presence of troops outside so I called out to people to help us come out of the Masjid. On hearing this, policemen called us out saying they wanted to talk,” he said.

 Instead of talks, Ghulam Rasool said, police took them to Nawab Bazar Chowk wherefrom they were bundled in a police vehicle to Maharaj Gunj police station.  “When we came out of the Masjid, they (policemen) kept telling us that they want to talk to us at some distance from the Masjid until they arrested us,” he said. Ghulam Rasool was kept in police custody for 17 days before he was granted interim bail by the court.  

The other accused, Abdul Aziz, said he had gone to the Masjid for offering Fajr Namaz, not knowing that he would end up behind bars.  “We were four men inside the Masjid when the police came. The Hamami made an announcement on the loud speaker to the president of the Mohalla that we had got stuck in the Masjid and he shall help us in getting out. The police immediately ordered us to come out and arrested us,” said Aziz.

 
He said they were beaten and abused by the police before being taken away in a vehicle to the police station Maharaj Gunj.  “Police took us to the Nawab Bazar Chowk where they beat us up and abused us,” he said, adding among the two present in the Masjid that time one had managed to flee while the other one was not arrested for “some unknown” reasons.  Aziz was also kept in custody for 10 before he was given bail by the same court, he said.

 
The counsel of the duo, Irfan Ahmad, said police in its report submitted before the court mentioned that the duo was arrested in connection with attack on a CRPF bunker in Zaldagar. “It mentions that stone pelters had attacked a CRPF bunker in Zaldagar and tried to kill the CRPF men on duty. And that on receiving the information from the sources, they (police) have arrested Ghulam Rasool and Abdul Aziz in connection with the attack,” he said. 

He, however, said the police took four days to submit the report in order to delay the detention of the two. “On July 3 the court asked police to submit the report, but it didn’t follow the directions until July 7. And police hasn’t revealed its source of information for arresting the duo,” he said. The interim bail of both Ghulam Rasool and Abdul Aziz has already expired and, Irfan said, they were now waiting for police to present the charge sheet in the court.

GOVT SETS UP COMMISSION OF INQUIRY

PANEL FOR PSA DETAINEES REVIVED
July 27: With the Kashmir valley reeling under unrest for the past two months over the killing of youth, the state cabinet approved setting up of a two-member Commission of Inquiry into the killings. Besides, a separate committee would review the cases of the persons detained under Public Safety Act in the Valley. The cabinet which met under the chairmanship of the Chief Minister, Omar Abdullah, has given powers to police to decide on the cases of those arrested for minor offences including stone-pelting.


The two-member commission constituted under the Commission of Inquires Act to probe independently the recent killings would be headed by Justice (Retd) Bashir-ud-Din—the acting chairman of the State Human Rights Commission with Justice (Retd) YP Nargotra as another member.

“The state cabinet approved constitution of Commission of Inquiry under the Jammu and Kashmir Commission of Inquiry Act, 1962 consisting of Justice Syed Basher-ud-Din (Retd) as the Chairman and Justice YP Nargotra (Retd) as a member to inquire into all the 17 incidents in Kashmir division in which fatalities had occurred on account of action by the State Police/Security Forces since June 11, 2010. The Commission will submit its report within three months,” an official handout issued here this evening said.

REVIEW COMMITTEE FOR PSA DETAINEES

A separate committee, sources said would review the cases of those detained under PSA during the recent protests and accordingly recommend to the government the action to be taken.“The cabinet approved that the review committee constituted vide Government Order No. Home-2501-(PB-V) of 2002 dated 26-12-2002 will immediately review the cases of detention under the Public Safety Act and make recommendations about the release of detainees,” the handout said. “The concerned Police Stations would be vested with the powers to decide on the cases of minor offences including stone pelting. The modalities will be worked out soon,” sources said.

CONDITIONAL EX-GRATIA

In another decision, the cabinet approved an ex-gratia relief of Rs 1 lakh each and job to next of the kin of those killed or Rs 5 lakh in lieu of the job including ex-gratia of Rs 1 lakh. Seventeen persons mostly teenagers and youth were killed since June 11 allegedly in police and CRPF action.

MEDICOS BOOKED FOR STAGING PROTESTS

ACTION INITIATED AGAINST 4 DOCTORS: GOVT

July 26: Police have registered a case against a dozen doctors of Government Medical College after they staged a peaceful sit-in July 24 against human rights violations. Police registered an FIR (No. 11/2010) against them in police station Karan Nagar for various ‘offences.’


A senior police official said that a case has been registered against the doctors, most of whom are doing their post-graduation from GMC and had taken part in the sit-in protests. “They have been booked under various sections including 147 (guilty of rioting) 188 (disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant) of RPC,” he said.

Principal, GMC Srinagar, Dr Shahida Mir said that she had no information about any action being initiated by the government. Minister for medical education, R S Chib told media that action has been initiated against the doctors.


“There were some 30 doctors who participated in the protests. But action has been initiated against four doctors, who were leading the protests. They instigated people and raised anti-national slogans,” Chib said. He said police has registered a case and were carrying out investigations.


The minister said, “They have definitely violated service rule. We will see what investigations reveal. Whatever action is warranted, department will take it.”

Doctors fraternity has taken strong exception to the ‘high-handedness’ of the government. “Now even peaceful protests are a sin before this government,” a doctor said.
HOSPITALS, MEDICOS FACE UPHILL TASK

‘PATIENTS POUR WITH BULLET INJURIES’

July 31: With the prevailing unrest spiraling across the Valley, the hospitals are witnessing acute crisis due to huge influx of patients injured in police and paramilitary CRPF action.  More than 10 injured, mostly hit by bullets were rushed to SMSH since morning on July 31, which doctors termed a deviation from the routine. “We have never seen such a grave situation here in the recent past. Bullets have been pumped into the chest, legs and other parts of the bodies of the injured arriving here,” said a senior doctor in SMHS. 

 Doctors and paramedical staff had to face tough time while handling the situation today. Medicos and Para-medical staff couldn’t reach the hospitals due to the hurdles created by the paramilitary CRPF men and police in various parts of the Valley. Due to paucity of paramedical staff it was difficult to provide proper Medicare to the injured. “However, we are leaving no stone unturned to save the lives of the people. It is a grave crisis situation and we are trying to provide efficient Medicare to the patients. Some staff members were not able to reach hospitals and their absence was felt,” said a senior doctor. 

 The hospital remained on toes to cope up with the injuries rush. “It is very difficult to handle such a situation in which you have patients with serious bullet injuries. Seven people have been hit by bullets, six of them were hit on the legs while one on the chest,” he said. The most critical, Umar Farooq an 11th class student hit by bullet on chest had been put on resuscitation. 

 Bilal Ahmad of Sumbal, Zahoor Ahmad and Ashfaq Ahmad from Samboora Pulwama, Gulshan Bano from Kreeri Pattan are some other patients admitted in the hospital. All of them have sustained bullet injuries, doctors said.

 
In SKIMS, Soura at least 26 patients have been admitted, eight of them today from different parts of Kashmir. Two of them, whose condition is said to be very critical, have been kept in the Intensive Care Surgical Unit. “In SKIMS only two patients have been hit by teargas shells rest all have been hit by bullets,” said a doctor. 

 
In Bone and Joint Hospital (B&J), massive rush of patients and attendants was witnessed who had come for bone fracture and trauma treatment due to police action. “More than 15 patients were brought here for treatment,” an administrative official in the hospital said.

 Scores of patients have been admitted in district hospital Baramulla, SDH Sopore and Pattan, injured in clashes with police and paramilitary forces.

 Doctors in sub district Hospital Bijbehara said, “Ten injured were admitted here. Most of them have received grave injuries. But they are stable.”

 Meanwhile, the hospital staff of Islamabad district hospital staged protests against manhandling of their colleagues by police and CRPF. “They dishonored our curfew passes and beat us to pulp,” he added.  

 
Subsequently, the staff members protest in the hospital compound. Doctors said one female doctor and some attendants were thrashed by CRPF. However, they resumed their duties after seeing huge rush of injured persons.

 Scores of volunteers from different parts of Valley were also present in the hospital to offer blood and other assistance to the needy people. An attendant from Pattan was highly impressed after a volunteer offered blood to his patient. Two trucks loaded with essentials from downtown area reached SMHS for attendants and relatives of injured
MEDIA GAGGED
· SCRIBES CONFINED TO HOMES, CURBS CONDEMNED
July 7: Jammu and Kashmir government cancelled the curfew passes issued to the media persons and restricted their movement. Most offices in the Press Enclave, media hub, in the Srinagar city remained closed as staff members could not reach there. Following the government’s decision to gag media various news channels and newspapers could not report the events of the day. “Most Valley based newspapers won’t be able to hit the stands on July 8 due to the curbs imposed by the government.” 

 “Policemen did not honour the curfew passes issued by the District Magistrate (DM),” a group of photojournalists told media. 

“If you want to come out, get the new passes. Stay indoors if you want to remain alive” they quoted policemen as having said.  They informed the officials of the state Information department about police not honoring the curfew passes. “We cannot issue new passes as DM is not available,” media men quoted official as having told them.

Deputy Commissioner Srinagar Meraj Ahmed Kakroo said that all curfew passes had been cancelled. “Army is out….and curfew passes are not being entertained,” Kakroo said. The president of Kashmir Press Association (KPA), Ghulam Hassan Kaloo termed media gag as an assault on the freedom of press by the government. “I have already taken up the matter with Director Information. He assured me that new passes will be issued soon,” a wire agency quoted Kaloo as having said.  

In a statement a spokesman of the Press Guild of Kashmir said, “The Omar Abdullah government has done everything to stop media persons from discharging their professional duties." The spokesman denounced the curbs and the use of force against media persons. "In the wake of present turbulence, the government should have ensured free flow of information to keep people updated and to discourage rumor mongering. However, the reverse has happened," he added.

· IFJ CONCERNED OVER KASHMIR JOURNALISM 

July 8: The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) said that it was deeply disturbed at the drastic erosion of the atmosphere for journalism, following month-long civil disturbances in Jammu and Kashmir. 

IFJ Asia-Pacific Director, Jacqueline Park in a statement said cities in the Kashmir valley have been under curfew for a number of days since widespread demonstrations began in the region early in June. “And on July 7, as the army was summoned out of barracks, the curfew was extended to cover the movement of all civilians, and word was put out that press passes would no longer be honoured,” Park said.

Park said, “The situation resulted in all Kashmir’s media personnel being confined to home. Photographers and news cameramen in the capital, Srinagar, were assaulted as they sought to record the day’s events. Some had their professional equipment confiscated by security agencies.”

Meanwhile, the Press Guild of Kashmir (PGK) expressed serious resentment against the government over “virtually banning” local media and “extending all facilities” to media persons coming from New Delhi and other parts of India to cover the situation in Kashmir.

Spokesman of the Guild, in a statement issued here said no local newspaper could get published because of curbs put on the local media, “but television crews flying from New Delhi and elsewhere were provided all facilities to cover the situation.”

“Government cancelled curfew passes earlier issued to local media persons even journalists working for national and international print and electronic media were also denied access and continue to be confined at their homes, however, their counterparts who came from Delhi and other parts are roaming free to cover the events,” PGK spokesman said adding the treatment meted out to local journalists by government is “highly condemnable”. 

PGK said the cameras of Srinagar-based reporters working for TV channels were seized which speaks volumes about the discrimination against Srinagar-based media persons and media organizations. Questioning the government’s intentions, the PGK spokesman said it has been a practice all along that in crisis situations the governments, that be, curb the local media and facilitate access to “favorites” from outside state. “This happened during Kargil war in 1999 too when local media was denied access to the information and media crews were picked from New Delhi to cover the situation,” the spokesman said, adding one wonders what the government is trying to convey by adopting such discriminatory approach.

· EDITORS RIDICULE GOVT. CLAIM 

July 9: Editors of Valley based newspapers ridiculed the government claim that it had lifted curbs on the local media and decided to suspend the publication of newspapers till authorities issue sufficient number of curfew passes for the staff members and distributors.   

“Earlier the government used to impose undeclared curfew now it has imposed undeclared ban on the media,” said, noted cartoonist and the Managing Editor of leading Urdu daily Srinagar Times. He said that in the morning various Valley based newspapers received phone calls from the state’s Information department that local dailies can resume publication and they can collect new curfew passes but they remained non committal about the number of passes to be issued. “All the newspaper offices were sent handful of passes. Newspaper office is an industry and editor only cannot run it. We need passes for reporters, sub-editors, layout designers, hawkers and distributors. Few passes won’t serve any purpose,” he added.

Bashir said that editors of various local dailies deliberated upon the issue and they unanimously decided to suspend the publication of newspapers till sufficient number of passes are issued. “We also want to seek the assurance from the government that distributors and hawkers will be allowed to distribute the newspapers,” he added.

Meanwhile, police beat up a senior journalist, Riyaz Masroor, working with the Urdu service of BBC, outside his Alocha Bagh residence. “I received a phone call from the Information department this morning asking me to come and collect the fresh curfew passes. As soon as I reached near the main road, policemen stopped me and beat me up ruthlessly,” he said. He said he has received multiple injuries and his left arm has been fractured in the assault.

· MEDIA PERSONS PROTEST CURBS

July 10: The media persons staged a sit-in to protest against the government curbs imposed on the fraternity and decided to suspended publications of newspapers, till government assures free movement of journalists and withdraws cases registered against them.

Wearing black armbands, the journalists, working with local, New Delhi based and international news agencies staged sit-in at press enclave to protests against the media gag by government. The decision was unanimously taken at a joint meeting of five representative bodies of media fraternity of Kashmir: Kashmir Press Association, Press Guild of Kashmir, Kashmir Journalists Core, Kashmir Press Photographers Association and Kashmir Video Journalists Association.

· NEWSPAPER PUBLICATION RESUMES 

Jul 11: After suspending their publications for four days, the newspapers in Valley on Sunday decided to resume publication following an assurance from the government that adequate curfew passes would not just be issued to journalists but would also be entertained by the troops.

“All issues raised by the journalists were resolved amicably at a meeting between the Principal Secretary to Chief Minister and Secretary Information Khursheed Ahmed Ganaie and the representatives of media associations,” said an official spokesman.

The meeting, which was held on the instructions of the Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, was attended by the representatives of media associations. “The government accepted the demands of the media men,” the spokesman said.

He said the government also accepted to review the cases against the media persons and the representatives were assured that there would be no discrimination between the Indian and the local media. Director information, Zaffar Ahmad was also present in the meeting.

· POLICE SEIZE COPIES OF GK, KASHMIR UZMA

July 26: Police seized copies of Greater Kashmir and Kashmir Uzma at several places in North Kashmir. News agency owners said that police had laid a siege on Srinagar-Bandipora road and seized newspapers at Garoora without any reason. “Police seized the copies and didn’t allow the vehicle carrying them to move ahead of Garoora,” they said.


A consignment of newspapers for Sopore town was stopped and seized at Mirgund. Pertinently, this is for the ninth time since the recent unrest that police has seized the copies of this newspaper. The news agency owners and locals have condemned this act of the police saying it was anti-people.


Meanwhile, the Principal Secretary to Chief Minister, Khursheed A Ganai, who is also Secretary Information department, assured media that he would look into the matter. It may be recalled that Ganai during a recent meeting with senior journalists of the Valley had assured that there won’t be any curbs on press or on the distribution of newspapers.

· GOVT BANS SEN TV NETWORK

July 29: Government banned the transmission of two local TV channels, SEN Channel and SEN Awaz, for telecasting what it called as “provocative programs including speeches of secessionist elements” and protests. The authorities have directed the Senior Superintendent of Police Srinagar to immediately close down the transmission of the channels. The ban order has been issued by District Magistrate Srinagar, Mehraj Ahmad Kakroo, for ‘violating’ the Cable Television Network (Regulation) Act 1995.

 “Whereas SEN channel and SEN Awaz have been giving wide coverage to the provocative speeches and activities of secessionist elements for creating law and order problems. In this connection, the Executive Director of SEN and SEN Awaz channels was advised to observe programme code as envisaged under the Cable Television Network (Regulation Act) 1995 in letter and spirit. But the said directions have been flouted repeatedly,” Kakroo who is also the Deputy Commissioner Srinagar states in the order (DMS/PS-Misc/10/840-52) dated July 29.

 He states that the channels have been “showing stone pelting attacks on CRPF bunkers, statement of separatists and hartal calls in such a way which incite people to create law and order problems.” 

 “Whereas it has been reported that the said channel is not adhering to the instructions issued from time to time and are constantly violating the time slot for telecasting the day to day happenings. Whereas notices were served to the said channel on a number of occasions and lastly on July 1 directing it to adhere to the instructions from time to time.” The order states that the Executive Director of the channels had assured that in future he will abide by the directions and will not try to overstep the jurisdiction.

 “Whereas it has again been observed that the said channels have failed to keep up the assurances given from time to time. Whereas after examining the records of the programmes, I have reached to the conclusion that telecasting of such provocative programmes by SEN channels and SEN Awaz are in contravention to the provisions of the Cable Television Network (Regulation) Act 1995 and as such, it has become expedient to close down the transmissions of the said channels.”

 “Now I, Mehraj Ahmad Kakroo, District Magistrate Srinagar hereby direct the Senior Superintendent of Police Srinagar to close down the transmissions of the said channels under Section 19 of the Cable Television Network (Regulations) Act 1995 forthwith,” the order states.

 The Chief Editor of SEN channel, Syed Tajamul, refuted the Government’s allegations. “We were strictly complying with the directions of the authorities and only telecasting news for 15 minutes from 8.00 pm to 8.15 pm. Due to the curtailment in news timings, we lost almost all sponsors but we adhered to the Government order. I fail to understand why our channels have been banned as we did not telecast anything which can be construed as provocative.” Tajamul told Greater Kashmir.

 He said this was not the first time that the SEN channels were banned. “This is selective victimization and sheer harassment. We will be exploring options to challenge the ban,” he said.

· PHOTOJOURNALISTS AT THE RECEIVING END

July 31: The Valley photojournalists had to hide their tools – (cameras) as Jammu and Kashmir policemen and CRPF personnel deployed were tracking their movement in each vehicle that moved in Kashmir.  “We had to hide our cameras as police and CRPF men asked for us during frisking of vehicles,” said a photojournalist.

 In Press Enclave, police forced photojournalists to stay inside their offices otherwise their equipments will be seized.  Imran Ahmad, a photojournalist of a local daily, said even after displaying the curfew pass, he was not allowed to move toward Rambagh. 

 
The Kashmir Photo Journalists Association while denouncing the incident said that the media persons were deliberately being targeted by the forces to prevent them from discharging their professional duties.

 Meanwhile, a staffer of Kashmir Uzma was harassed and beaten ruthlessly near Biscoe School by paramilitary CRPF. After displaying the curfew pass, he was not allowed to move towards the office. “They told me that they have orders not to allow anyone to move in and out of Lal Chowk,” he said. After he argued that he had to attend the office, CRPF thrashed him.

POLICE SEIZE RELIEF LORRIES
July 27: In an exceptional show of authority, the Police seized scores of vehicles carrying essential supplies including vegetables and rice which were on their way from south Kashmir towns to Srinagar as “relief” for city inhabitants. The police action triggered massive protests in Shopian and Pulwama, wherefrom the vehicles had left with the material. Witnesses said that around 42 Lorries carrying vegetables, rice and other eatables, left Shopian in the afternoon for Srinagar. When the Lorries reached near Sonawar, police intercepted them.


A few vehicles managed to evade the police cordon and reached various localities in the summer capital, at least 13 Lorries were seized by police near Sonawar and lodged at Ram Munshi Bagh Police Station. “We had pooled essential commodities and dispatched these to Srinagar where people are facing shortage of essentials due to curfew and restrictions. But it is unfortunate that police didn’t allow us to distribute the relief among the needy,” said an elderly man from Shopian who was accompanying the relief laden trucks. “The vehicles were carrying items worth 10 to 12 lakh” he added.


 Police, however, claimed that people carrying relief were moving in a form of procession and raised pro-freedom and anti-India slogans. “Sonawar is a VIP area and they tried to stage protests here. They also raised pro-freedom slogans. We had to stop them,” a police official told media.  He said 13 vehicles were seized and 32 persons were detained by the Police.


 As the word about the seizure of vehicles spread, protests broke out in Shopian town; people raising pro-freedom slogans took to the streets and staged massive demonstrations.  Relief also poured in many areas of the city, mainly in downtown Srinagar, from several districts including Budgam and Ganderbal.

TOOSA MAIDAN MISHAP

LOCALS WANT 'DEATH MEADOW' FREE OF TROOPS, FIRING RANGE

July 28: With five more injury cases caused by unexploded shells at Yechebal Bahak recently, Khag residents reiterated their demand for removal of troops from the area and disbanding of Toosa Maidan as firing range. Thousands of kanals of land leased to the Army here is being used as firing range. Hundreds of unexploded shells remain scattered in the meadow after each training session, causing death of civilians and cattle - besides leaving many severely handicapped - who frequent the meadow post-training.

 
"The firing range should be immediately disqualified and troops removed from the area," said Ghulam Muhammad Bhat, a resident of Khag.

 
According to locals, the live shells have caused over 100 deaths, besides physically maiming scores till now. The five persons injured were on excursion in the area on July 26 when a live shell exploded on being touched by them. One of the five lost his one eye while another's leg was totally damaged, rendering both handicapped for the rest of their lives. Four persons were in early twenties, while the fifth one was 30. The injured are undergoing treatment at the Military Hospital.

Toosa Maidan is a meadow located in Budgam district of central Kashmir. The meadow, considered to be better than world famous Gulmarg, has failed to find mention on the tourist map of Kashmir due to the Army presence and their rigorous artillery training.

"My life is useless. I cannot work or even marry," said Bilal Ahmed of Drang, who lost his leg when a shell exploded in the meadow where he had gone to play along with his friends years ago. "We need to live a peaceful life. Army should move out from the area."

Earlier, the 269 Field Regiment of Army carried artillery action in Toosa Maidan Field Firing Range from June 11-16 this year.  "The live shells must be residue of this latest firing in June. Army must move out of this beautiful place, which could be a great tourist attraction," said a resident of Khag.

NATIPORA LOCALS FACE NOCTURNAL RAIDS

July 23: Residents of Natipora have alleged police of conducting nocturnal raids in the area and beating inmates irrespective of age and gender. In once such incident, Ghulam Muhammad Rather, a resident of Natipora Stadium Colony, Hara Nambal, said his son Sohail Ahmad Rather was picked up by policemen of Sadder Police Station on “fake charges” that he has been a part of recent protests. 


The family members alleged that SHO, Sadder Police Station, Nazir Ahmad led a police party to their house at 1 am on Friday (July 23) when the family members were sleeping.


“SHO Nazir barged in our house and without questioning started beating us. Women in the family were also harassed and intimidated,” family members said. A family member said, irrespective of age and gender, “SHO and his policemen terrorized us. They also dragged ladies and beat ruthlessly some of the inmates,” a relative said. 


The family members who were allegedly beaten up included Azmat Rather, Ajaz Ahmad Rather, Sohail Ahmad, Raja Begum, Ghulam Rather and three-year-old Uzma.


Later, police after intimidating and beating inmates, dragged Rather’s son Sohail Ahmad, who was in underwear, outside the house and bundled him in the vehicle.” They beat him up while hurling abuses,” the family said. They said the boy is still in lockup and police is refusing to release him.

CRPF ‘ASSAULTS’ CHATTABAL LOCALS WITH KNIVES  

July 25: Residents of Chattabal have sought immediate halt to “knife assaults” allegedly by paramilitary CRPF troopers on people and their property. The use of knives was recently witnessed in Chattabal where locals alleged that the troops not only damaged property with the sharp edged weapons, “but also attack people in the area.”


Jan Muhammad, one of the locals said during recent curfews, evening raids were carried in the locality in which “CRPF smashed glass panes with batons and rifles. They also used large knives to cut through the mesh wire.” The elderly said the troops were not able to inflict damage on the glass panes of the ground floor, they, however ripped apart the mesh wire with knives “a scène which I have never witnessed before.”

COPS BEATS EX-POLICE OFFICIAL, ARREST HIS BROTHER

July 31: Police allegedly thrashed an ex-police officer and his family members outside their old Natipora residence and arrested his brother. According to Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Bhat—a retired DSP, scores of policemen led by SP Sadder Police Station Mohammad Irshad, SHO of the police station Nazir Teli, and Duty Officer Chanapora, “ordered their subordinates to beat me up after I asked them to stop pelting stones on my house.”

“It was 9:35 and there were no protests going on. But police pelted my house with stones in which all of the window panes were broken,” he said. Bhat said when he sought clarification over why his house was targeted, the officials in response ordered their men to thrash “me till my wife and daughters came for my rescue.”

“They were also beaten. They were dragged and invectives, never heard before, were hurled on them,” the ex-policeman said, adding his pleads that he has also served in police was not heeded. Bhat said after hearing him cry in pain, his brother Muzaffar Ali Bhat tried to stop policemen from beating him but he was also thrashed and whisked away in a police vehicle.

“I urge Chief Minister Omar Abdullah and DGP Kuldeep Khoda to stop ‘goons in uniform’ rule this place. How can a low-rung policeman behave well with normal civilians when a high-rung police official takes pleasure in beating an ex-police official that too unprovoked?” Bhat said.

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

· 2010 KASHMIR CASUALTIES: 114 MILITANTS, 34 TROOPERS KILLED

July 27: Security forces in Jammu and Kashmir have killed 114 militants and arrested 60 others this year; the Lok Sabha was informed. 


Minister of State for Home Affairs Ajay Maken said in a written reply that 254 militancy-related incidents took place since the start of this year in which 20 civilians were killed while 34 security personnel laid down their lives. 

· GOVT TO FILE PSA BREAKUP BY JULY 29  
July 28: The J&K Task Force Mission has sought a detailed report from the prison authorities about total number of detainees from Kashmir and Jammu provinces booked by authorities under Public Safety Act. The Task Force has also sought details about number of jails and their intake capacity. IG Prisons has been directed to file the affidavit by July 29 or appear personally before the Mission next day.

· OF 930 ARRESTED, 851 HANDED OVER TO FAMILIES: POLICE

July 29: There are only 71 persons in police custody, who were arrested following eruption of ‘law and order’ problems in the Valley and not hundreds as reported by a section of media, police said.  Police had arrested 930 persons across the valley under various preventive measures in connection with several stone pelting and peace disruption incidents from May 1, 2010 to July 27, 2010, a police spokesman said.

 Of them, he said, 851 persons were released in consultation with their parents and senior citizens of the respective areas. The parents of these youth assured of their good moral character in future and they were subsequently released leaving just 71 persons in Police custody. There is no truth that hundreds of youth have been arrested and are presently in police custody, the spokesman added. 

 
He said that during the same period 330 incidents of violence took place in the valley in which 795 policemen were injured against only 78 civilian injuries. This, he said is in addition to the 136 injuries suffered by the paramilitary CRPF men.

REPORTED DISAPPEARANCES

· KREERI BOY MISSING

July 30: A youth Faraq Bashir Bukhari son of Syed Bashir Ahmed of Kreeri has been missing since July 28. “People were protesting against the disappearance of Faraq. When the protestors reached near an SOG camp, the policemen tried to intercept them, leading to clashes,” an eyewitness told media.

EXPLOSIONS

· GRENADE ATTACK INJURES 2 CRPF TROOPERS  

Jul 04: Two personnel of paramilitary CRPF sustained injuries when unidentified persons lobbed a grenade at their bunker in Saraf Kadal. The incident happened at around 4:30 pm when militants made an abortive attempt to blow up the bunker at Saraf Kadal which was being guarded by the troopers.

Officials said that two troopers were wounded in the attack and were immediately hospitalized. Troopers immediately cordoned off the area and launched a hunt to apprehend the attackers.

· GIRL HURT IN BLAST

July 27:  A 16-year-old girl Zahida Kousar was injured in a landmine blast along the Line of Control in Mendhar Tehsil Balakote belt of Poonch district of Jammu on July 26, police said adding the wounded has been hospitalized.
· JAWAN KILLED, JCO INJURED IN MINE BLAST

July 23: An army jawan was killed and Junior Commissioned Officer (JCO) injured in anti-personnel mine explosion at forward post in 

Krishna Ghati sector of Poonch district. Official reports said that Lance 

Naik Rohit Gurung of Balnoi Battalion, while patrolling, at forward post in Krishna Ghati sector of Poonch district, stepped over an anti-personnel mine which exploded. He died on the spot while Naib Subedar Min Bahadur Thapa, who was following Naik Rohit Gurung, sustained injuries in his left foot due to blast.


Inquest proceedings under section 174 CrPc has been initiated by the police.

SUICIDES/ FRATRACIDIAL KILLINGS
· SOLDIER COMMITS SUICIDE
July 12: An Army man committed suicide by hanging himself with the ceiling fan of his room in Udhampur area. According to sources, Sepoy Sankosh Durjay of 3 Gorkha Regiment was found hanging in his room by his colleagues, who immediately shifted him to the hospital. However, he was pronounced brought dead. 

The cause of the act was not immediately known, but police said preliminary investigation reveals that the deceased was in depression from last few days, sources said adding the army had initiated an inquiry into the incident.

· SOLDIER HANGS SELF
July 21: An army man of 86 Mountaineer Brigade committed suicide by hanging himself inside his camp at Trehgam Kupwara. According to the police, the deceased has been identified as Lance Naik, Charan Jeet Singh (No. 33399838K).

CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS

July 1: Two troopers of Rashtriya Rifles (RR) were killed and four others injured during in infiltration bid in Machil sector of frontier district of Kupwara. The deceased troopers have been identified as Mukesh Kumar and Mohan Singh. Meanwhile, a civilian was allegedly killed by the militants of Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) outfit in Sanora Top area of Marmat in Chenani tehsil of Udhampur district. The deceased has been identified as Masker Ahmed Malik, 40, son of Ghulam Ahmed Malik of Marmat. Meanwhile, at least 15 persons were injured in sporadic clashes that took place in Srinagar and other parts of the Valley.
July 2: At least 60 people were injured in which 12 sustained with bullet injuries when police fired in air, burst smoke shells and resort to lathi charge to disperse the protestors. Hurriyat (G) had asked the people to march towards Martyrs' Graveyard Eidgah today in protests against the civilian killings and unabated human rights violations. Haji Gulzar Ahmad of Shangergund was injured due to bullet fired by CRPF when he was coming out of his house. A bullet hit his leg leaving him unconscious.  
July 3: Army claimed to have foiled an infiltration bid in North Kashmir’s Kupwara district by killing four militants.
July 4: Two personnel of paramilitary CRPF sustained injuries when unidentified persons lobbed a grenade at their bunker in Saraf Kadal. 
July 5: Muhammad Amir Khan Son of Muhammad Yousuf Khan of Fateh Kadal was injured in CRPF firing when a bullet hit his leg.
July 6: At least four persons including a woman were killed in fresh police and CRPF firing in Batmaloo and Maisuma areas in uptown Srinagar.The deceased have been identified as Muzaffar Ahmad Bhat, 17, of Gangbug (Batmaloo), Fayaz Ahmad Wani, 35, of Gangbug, Fancy Jan, 25, of Lashman Pora Dandar Khah died in police firing at Batmaloo and Abrar Ahmad, 16 of Rainawari died in police firing at Maisuma. Around 12 photo journalists were injured in police action when they were performing their duties.
July 7: Five persons one of them seriously were injured in police firing in Islamabad. The people of the area were protesting against the killings in the valley.
July 8: A youth Sajad Ahmad was beaten severely by troopers and was left in pool of blood. Sajad Ahmad Yatoo of Kokar Mohalla, Goshbugh was referred to Srinagar SKIMS where he is battling for life. Sajad was beaten after troops went berserk and were chasing the people who participated in peaceful protests in Palhalan.
July 9: At least 28 people were injured in clashes between protesters and the police in city.

July 10: People of valley observed complete shutdown against the killings in the valley.
July 11: People of valley observed complete shutdown against the killings in the valley.

July 12: An army man committed suicide by hanging himself with the ceiling fan of his room in Udhampur area. The deceased has been identified as Sepoy Sankosh Durjay of 3 Gorkha Regiment.
July 13: People of valley observed complete shutdown against the killings in the valley.

July 14: An army Major was killed and a Colonel injured in a gunfight with militants in Poonch district. The deceased has been identified as Major Amit Thingay while as the injured Colonel has been identified as Ajay Katoch of 37 Rashtriya Rifles. 15 people were injured in clashes with security forces in different parts of the valley.
July 15: Two militants were killed in a joint operation launched by army and police in Mendhar Tehsil of Poonch district. 
July 16: Around 42 people were injured when they defied the restrictions and took to streets and held pro-freedom demonstrations. Police had to fire in air, burst smoke shells and resort to lathi-charge to disperse them. Meanwhile, 35 year old mason Abdul Majid Lone was shot at and injured by SOG men at Fidarpora Rafiabad.
July 17: A student of class 7th, Faizan Rafiq Buhroo son of Rafiq Ahmad Buhroo of Jalal Sahib, Baramulla was allegedly drowned by cops of Special Operations Group after they chased a group of protesters near Azadgunj Bridge. 
July 18: An unidentified militant was killed in an encounter in Kishtwar district. Police has recovered body of woman from Kanmulla Akhal Forest. The deceased has been identified as Asmeena daughter of Ghulam Rasool of Kanmulla Akhal, Kangan Ganderbal.
July 19: A 26-year-old youth was killed and 20 others injured one of them critically, when police fired at the procession carrying the body of 10-year-old Faizan in Baramulla. The deceased has been identified as Fayaz Ahmad. Meanwhile, a top Lashkar-e-Toiba commander was killed in an encounter with Army at Garoora in this North Kashmir district. The slain militant has been identified as Abu Zarar.
July 20: Two militants including a top commander and a trooper were killed in a gunfight in Hygam area of Sopore in North Kashmir’s Baramulla district. The deceased soldier has been identified as Sanjay Kumar of Rashtriya Rifles. The slain militants have been identified as Noman alias Mooch Wala alias Mike Islam a foreign militant and a local militant namely Arif alias Bitta resident of Adipora Sopore. At least 20 persons were injured in the day-long clashes when people were protesting against the drowning of Faizan and killing of Fayaz by troopers. Meanwhile, Arif Rehman Hakeem son of Abdul Rehman Hakeem of Kadipora sustained severe head injuries as he was beaten by SOG men with gun butts. He was shifted to SKIMS, Srinagar, in a critical condition.
July 21: An army man of 86 Mountaineer Brigade committed suicide by hanging himself inside his camp at Trehgam Kupwara. The deceased has been identified as Lance Naik, Charan Jeet Singh (No. 33399838K). Meanwhile, unidentified gunmen shot dead a villager in Kishtwar district.  Militants barged into a house of Ghulam Hassan in Panjradi forest belt of Dacchan tehsil and shot him dead.
July 22: Army claimed to have killed two militants in Wadder Bala forests of Handwara in north Kashmir’s Kupwara district. Meanwhile, unidentified gunmen “tortured to death” a contractor after allegedly abducting him from his house in Kishtwar district. The incident took place when three unidentified gunmen barged into the house of Muhammad Ramzan Khanday at Lidreri village of Kishtwar last night and abducted him. His body was recovered later in the forests.  At least a dozen persons sustained injuries in police action in Shopian when people took out protest rallies against the civilian killings at the hands of police and CRPF during the past one week.
July 23: An army jawan was killed and Junior Commissioned Officer (JCO) injured in anti-personnel mine explosion at forward post in Krishna Ghati sector of Poonch district. The deceased has been identified as Lance Naik Rohit Gurung of Balnoi Battalion, while the injured JCO has been identified as Naib Subedar Min Bahadur Thapa.  He sustained injuries in his left foot due to blast. In another incident, at least 70 people were injured in clashes across the valley after the people defied curfew and restrictions imposed by the administration to foil “Khanqah-i-Moula Chalo” call given by Hurriyat Conference (G) to protests the civilian killings and unabated human rights violation by police and troopers in the valley.

July 24: At least 12 persons were injured in clashes between protestors and the men in uniform, across the valley.
July 25: Body of a Batmaloo youth, who had gone missing on July 20, was fished out from a stream in Kate Koal, Kani Kadal. The deceased has been identified as Farooq Ahmad Bhat, 28, son of Ali Muhammad Bhat of S D Colony; Batmaloo. He had left from home on the morning of July 20 for Fajr prayers. Meanwhile, a youth was allegedly tortured to death in police custody at Panzala Rafiabad in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district. The deceased has been identified as Tariq Ahmed Dar.
July 26: Police claimed to have killed a militant in an encounter in Jammu’s Kishtwar district. The slain militant has been identified as Muhammad Ramzan of Hizbul Mujahideen outfit. Meanwhile, a 16-year-old girl Zahida Kousar was injured in a landmine blast along the Line of Control in Mendhar Tehsil Balakote belt of Poonch district of Jammu.

July 27: At least 20 people were injured in clashes with the police in different parts of the valley.
July 28: At least 13 persons were wounded when police resorted to baton charge to disperse protesters near Sangrama in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district. 

July 29: Around 30 persons were injured in clashes between protestors and security forces in different parts of the valley.
July 30: Two persons were killed in Amargarh, Sopore and over 250 people were injured in police firing across the valley. The deceased have been identified as Muhammad Ahsan Ganai son of Abdul Aziz and Showkat Ahmad Chopan of Amargarh, Sopore. In Pattan 14-year-old Adil Sheikh was killed when police and paramilitary CRPF troopers fired upon the protesters at sub-district hospital Pattan and thrashed several wounded persons and a baker Nazir Ahmad Mir of Sheeri Baramulla who was also hit by a bullet at Pattan breathed his last at SKIMS; Soura.

July 31: Two youth were killed and at least 100 injured when paramilitary CRPF and police opened fire on protesters in Baramulla town and in Naidkhai, Poshwari village in Sumbal area of Bandipora district. The deceased have been identified as Javaid Ahmad Teli son of Gh. Muhammad Teli of Bungalbagh Baramulla and Mudasir Ahmad Lone son of Ghulam Muhammad Lone of Naidkhai Bandipora. The critically injured have been identified as Bilal Ahmed Dar who received a bullet on his spine and has been shifted to Srinagar in a critical condition and Iqbal Rather son of Ghulam Nabi, he was hit by bullet in abdomen after CRPF troopers opened fire upon the peaceful protesters at Seer Sangrama. Meanwhile, a 17-year old teenager identified as Tariq Ahmad son of Farooq Ahmad of Semthan, Bijbehara was critically injured in Bijbehara town when he was hit by a tear gas canister on his forehead. He was referred to SKIMS, Srinagar in a critical condition where he is battling for life.

KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF JULY-2010

	DATE
	SOLDIERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	July 01
	2
	-
	1
	-

	July 02
	-
	-
	-
	-

	July 03
	-
	4
	-
	-

	July 04
	-
	-
	-
	-

	July 05
	-
	-
	-
	-

	July 06
	-
	-
	4
	-

	July 07
	-
	-
	-
	-

	July 08
	-
	-
	-
	-

	July 09
	-
	-
	-
	-

	July 10
	-
	-
	-
	-

	July 11
	-
	-
	-
	-

	July 12
	1
	-
	-
	-

	July 13
	-
	-
	-
	-

	July 14
	1
	-
	-
	-

	July 15
	-
	2
	-
	-

	July 16
	-
	-
	-
	-

	July 17
	-
	-
	1
	-

	July 18
	-
	1
	-
	1(Dead Body)

	July 19
	-
	1
	1
	-

	July 20
	1
	2
	-
	-

	July 21
	1
	-
	1
	-

	July 22
	-
	2
	1
	-

	July 23
	1
	-
	-
	-

	July 24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	July 25
	-
	-
	1
	1(Dead Body)

	July 26
	-
	1
	-
	-

	July 27
	-
	-
	-
	-

	July 28
	-
	-
	-
	-

	July 29
	-
	-
	-
	-

	July 30
	-
	-
	4
	-

	July 31
	-
	-
	2
	-

	TOTAL
	7
	13
	16
	2

	                                                                                     IN TOTAL
	38Killings


	Date
	Custodial and Extra judicial Killings
	Women Killed
	Children Killed
	Alleged Disappearances

	6 July 2010
	-
	1
	2
	-

	11 July 2010
	-
	-
	-
	1

	17 July 2010
	-
	-
	1
	-

	25 July 2010
	1
	-
	-
	-

	28 July 2010
	-
	-
	-
	1

	30 July 2010
	-
	-
	2
	1

	31 July 2010
	-
	-
	1
	-

	TOTAL
	1
	1
	6
	3



 
WOMEN /CHILDREN KILLED





July 6: Muzaffar Ahmad Bhat, 17 of Batmaloo, Abrar Ahmad, 16 of Rainawari and fancy Jan, 25 of Lashman Pora were killed in police and CRPF firing in Batmaloo and Maisuma areas in uptown Srinagar.





July 17: A student of class 7th, Faizan Rafiq Buhroo son of Rafiq Ahmad Buhroo of Jalal Sahib, Baramulla was allegedly drowned by cops of Special Operations Group after they chased a group of protesters near Azadgunj Bridge. 





July 30:  14-year-old Adil Sheikh was killed when police and paramilitary CRPF troopers fired upon the protesters at sub-district hospital Pattan. Meanwhile, Showkat Ahmad Chopan, 17 of Amargarh, Sopore was killed in police firing in Sopore. 





July 31: Mudasir Ahmad lone, 17 was killed when paramilitary CRPF and police opened fire on protesters in Naidkhai, Poshwari village in Sumbal area of Bandipora district. 
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CENTRE GETS NHRC NOTICE ON CIVILIAN DEATHS


July 23: The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has sought a reply from the Centre on a complaint alleging that several civilians were recently killed by the CRPF in Jammu and Kashmir. Issuing a notice to Union Home Secretary, the Commission asked him to send a reply on the allegations by August 19, the NHRC said in a statement.


“The National Human Rights Commission has forwarded a complaint to the Home Secretary, Government of India, wherein attention has been drawn to recent developments in Jammu & Kashmir in which several individuals, including children, were allegedly killed by the CRPF,” it said. The Commission received the complaint from Sushobha Barve of the Centre for Dialogue and Reconciliation on July 21, the NHRC said.














AMNESTY REACTS �
July 2: Authorities in India should avoid excessive use of force while dealing with demonstrators in Kashmir valley, Amnesty International said. 


A statement of Amnesty International issued said the State authorities had ordered probe into some of the killings during the protest demonstrations at Srinagar, Sopore and Islamabad. “The organization calls on Indian authorities to investigate all killings and bring to justice the Indian troopers as well as any protesters who have violated an internationally cognizable criminal provision in trials conforming with international standards.”





QAYOOM TARGETED FOR DEFENDING HUMAN RIGHTS: IPTK


July 15: Expressing concern over the arrest of High Court Bar Association President, Mian Qayoom under the Public Safety Act, International People’s Tribunal on Human Rights and Justice in Kashmir (IPTK) has said he is being targeted for his work in defense of human rights and legal advocacy for the detained and disappeared. Qayoom was arrested on July 7 and is currently lodged at Hiranagar Jail in Jammu.


“Qayoom is being targeted because of his offer of legal counsel to dissenters against the Indian state, his arguments against the indiscriminate use of the PSA, his investigations into the actions of the Indian military and paramilitary when they have induced harm, his articulation of Kashmir as a disputed territory, and his support of self-determination,” a statement issued by IPTK reads.


Expressing concern over his physical and psychological safety and security, IPTK has demanded Qayoom’s immediate release “and a due process as per international humanitarian law be followed”.


“The charges and actions against Qayoom evidence that Kashmiris are denied the rights of citizenship, including freedom of speech, assembly, and movement. Such freedoms, when exercised by Kashmiris, are perceived as potential threats to the Indian nation,” IPTK statement reads.
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