Editorial: 

PUBLIC SERVANTS NEED ACCOUNTABILITY 
While deliberating on human rights issue in Kashmir, usually the role of army and other Law Enforcing Agencies (LEA) come under scrutiny. Every section of society demand perpetrators to be taken to justice. The army and LEA are fighting a dirty war from last two decades for historical blunders made by the politicians and are paying for their arrogance and obduracy.  The army personnel are paying through their lives for justifying the lies and wrongs done by the politicians. According to former Chief Minister of J&K Ghulam Azad that “5099 Indian soldiers, 868 police men, 447 Special Police Officers (SPOs) and 128 VDC members were killed (from 1989 to October 2007)”. But in public domain there is no estimate of the soldiers and policemen got maimed and invalid during fighting in Kashmir. The pain and suffering of their family members including their (war) widows have been least highlighted by the Indian jingoistic media or ‘vibrant’ civil society. Army, dreaming war at the top brass have developed vested interest, but at the lower rung troops are suffering from psychological cost of learning to kill in war and society. Besides suffering causalities, there were frequent suicides and fratricides in army and LEA, which media least want to highlight in order to not to demoralize the home front. But it doesn’t make any difference to the policy makers or think tanks. Sometime back, army expressed satisfaction that army suicide rates in Kashmir were lesser than in other conflict zones like Iran and Afghanistan or downsizing of soldiers. Now there is a growing alarm as researchers have even expressed their dismay over the premature retirement of the paramilitary forces. Nearly 14000 are withdrawing from the forces and also there is an alarming concern in the army, which lacks nearly 4000 officers, as they are lured by corporations and private sector. 

Most of the soldiers joined the army because they are from impoverished section of society have no other option expect joining military. It is nonsense of patriotism which is being projected by the government, media and Bollywood, as aptly remarked by General Patton, “No son of a bitch wants to die for his country, every sons of bitch wants the other sons of bitch to die for the country”. 

                 The main responsibility of suppression and oppression lies with the policy makers, politicians, think tank and obviously the least focused bureaucracy. The role of bureaucracy, which is omnipotent and permanent government, goes unnoticed thereby held least accountable for their omissions and commissions. It is they who influenced the politicians by their rapportage / policies and in an uncertain political situation bureaucracy becomes more powerful because there are no checks and balances. They behave more loyal than the king and oscillate according to the situation. We remember in 1990, top officials in J&K didn’t even hesitate to seek UN intervention for protection of human rights in J&K. It was when millions of people were on the streets and the situation of Kashmir was compared with Poland, Romania, East and West Germany and central Asian States, as balkanization of then USSR was in offing. It were these bureaucrats, who were behind the scene and reining the politicians / governors for carrying anti-people policies, thereafter, inviting all the wrath towards rulers then at the helm of affairs, Indian state and Indian army, while themselves remain unnoticed. We have seen these bureaucrats after retirement (even after gaining extensions) were awarded and rewarded by post-retirement benefits like appointments in public service commissions, nomination in the Upper House of the Legislative Assemble, even some have started political carriers by joining mainstream political parties.  The important point is what has remained their role in pre-conflict and during conflict? In fact they were the party behind the decisions of state, particularly in perpetuating human rights violations and it is highly imperative to expose them. Take for instance Public Safety Act (PSA), the District Magistrate under the PSA is authorized to detain any person up to two years for  “being prejudicial to the security of state” and one year for “threat to the public order”. In mechanically and perfunctory manners, the detention orders have been invoked, which are invariably quashed in the High Court. And in order to please the politicians, they passed the subsequent detention orders and using their powers for accommodating political convenience of the rulers. The public servants are vested with the powers, which they have to exercise with restrain, circumspection and responsibly, and according to the law laid down by the Supreme Court of India. Instead they have not hesitated to misuse and abuse their powers to any extent. There are cases of minors, who have been booked under PSA. There are other innumerable cases, where people not affiliated with militancy or political dissent have been booked and incarcerated for years together. Even detainees in some cases were unable to see their dying parents or to be on their bedside. The irony is these bureaucrats after retirement does not feel any stigma and ostracization for their nefarious role they had played, when in office. They as respectable citizens are found heading Mosque Committee, running NGOs, participating in civil society discourses and even on the seminars where human rights violation are discussed. The Editor during a book release “Kashmir Case Law” authored by a non-resident Kashmiri was highly impressed by the discourse of a participant during the function and later shocked to know that he was a notorious District Magistrate and was present time Khaliq DC (a legendry corrupt bureaucrat of 60s who rejected the nomination papers of candidates in 1967 of Assembly elections) and has embezzled crore of rupees. Still cases are pending against him.

                    Since human memory is short and the job of the human rights activists is to fight memory versus forgetfulness, so the need of the hour is to put searchlights also on the main culprits, who got unnoticed, invisible and least known in public domain. Presently, we don’t have a single example in bureaucracy where anybody has stood for some principles, not to speak of resigning, they are invertebrate and like blind puppy licking shoes left, right and center. In 2003, during a Special Security meeting held at army headquarters 15 Corpse District Magistrate were suggested rather advised better to say ordered that the Over Ground Workers (OGW) (including HR activists) be targeted per month for PSA, as government was convinced that they have neutralize the militancy and resistance, only there are irritants which are to be kept out of circulation. It was not surprising, the local bureaucrats were willing to go to any extent, but there were serious resentment and graceful protests from non-local bureaucrats from IAS cadre, who have reservation for promiscuous detention of people as they are responsible. The local bureaucrats have reason best known to the public because we have two types of bureaucrats the corrupt and very corrupt, thereby, being morally weak and they have to please and crawl if they are told only to bent. The upright local bureaucrats like extinct species are not appointed at these positions and could cause inconvenience to the governments for carrying their policies. 

While identifying the perpetrators in the army who have committed crime against humanity, it is also imperative the bureaucrats holding high positions should also be put into dock and all their omissions and commissions should be exposed. It needs simple hard work like: what has been the role of civil servants viz-a-viz PSA, the role of Tehsildars, executives while giving the remands or being the part of Govt. policy in depriving the people from international legitimate rights and international humanitarian laws (IHL), as it is a conflict area. Technically Govt. of India may not agree but an area which is a highest militarized zone and the army were given wide powers the infringement of IHL is a war crime. Right of Information would be helpful in this behalf. 

Long back during Nuremberg’s Trial the principles were laid down. According to these principles the state functionaries can be taken to task for being accomplice for the war crimes. A campaign is needed to bring in the public domain about their role which would be enough to ostracize them. It is weakness of civil society which still bestows them the credibility and respectably in the society. It is role of intelligentsia to give due to them, as Confucius has said “Good should be return to good and justice to evil. This culture is to stop and culture of accountability is to be promoted, which is the foundation of a civilized and just society”.        

STUDENT KILLED BY CRPF TROOPERS IN LALCHOWK

On January 8, an 11th standard student on way to his tuition centre was allegedly shot and beaten brutally by CRPF troopers when protests were going on in Maisuma and its adjoining areas at Srinagar.  Later the boy succumbed to the injuries in the Sheri-e-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) Soura. The deceased was identified as Innayat Ahmad Khan (16) son of Mohammad Amin resident of Malteng, Dalgate. The killing evoked massive protests in the Srinagar city; people thronged to streets and raised anti CRPF and pro-freedom slogans. The protesters demanded immediate action against the erroneous cops. 

Shortly, after the incident a reporter of The Informative Missive visited the house of the slain student and talked to his parents.

While narrating the tale of Innayat, Tasleema, mother of deceased stated: “On the fateful Friday my son after coming back from his tuition centre at Hawal was sitting inside the house. He offered noon prayers at Syed Sahab Shrine Sonwar at about 2:15pm and then returned home. At about 2:30pm he carried his bag and told me, he would go to the computer institute at Lal Chowk, where he was doing a course in computers. He also told me that he would purchase some CDs from Lal Chowk. I kissed him and then he left for Lal Chowk. I was not aware of my ill-fate that this was the last time I talking to my son.”

According to the victim family, on the same day after Friday prayers clashes were going on between the pro-freedom demonstrators and police and CRPF personnel. To disperse the demonstrators the CRPF personnel cane charged them and also resorted to aerial firing and lobbed tear smoke shells. 

Tasleema added: “When CRPF troopers fired bullets on demonstrators my son was walking through the exchange road. According to eyewitnesses when he had heard bullets he had run for his life. But alas! He was caught in the mid of clashes and was hit by a bullet on his right thigh. Due to the bullet injury, he had fallen down on the ground and could not move to safe place. The chasing troopers found him on the road and considered him as demonstrator. Ignoring my son as student and without looking on his school bag, the callous troopers started to beat him severely by kicking him repeatedly on his chest and smashing him with bamboo sticks and with gun butts. The severe beating had fractured his rib cage and damaged his whole body.”

Mohammad Amin, father of the deceased said: “When he was in moribund condition some locals from Lal Chowk carried him and took him to the Bone and Joint hospital. In Bone and Joint hospital, during his preliminary treatment, he had opened eyes and had barely voiced ‘Abu’ and ‘Mami’ (father and mother). He had also given our cell phone number after being asked by the doctors. The hospital authorities contacted us and informed us about this irrevocable tragedy. We rushed to the Bone and Joint hospital From Bone and Joint hospital, found him at the brink death. On the suggestion of hospital authorities we shifted him to SKIMS Soura, because his condition was very critical. In SKIMS the doctors tried to save his life but could not do so because including receiving a bullet his whole body was fractured due to vicious beating with gun butts and sticks by the CRPF troopers.”

The dejected father groused that on the same day at about 10pm Innayat succumbed to his injuries in SKIMS. The medical reports confirmed that he was relentlessly beaten by the troopers and was hit by a bullet. Soon after he breathed his last his dead body was taken to police control room for autopsy.  

Innayat according to his parents bore visible kicking marks and cane charging bruises all over his body. “Even his clothes were not handed over to them because they were ragged due to the harsh beating”, said Innayat’s aunty. 

The victim family alleges meddling of medical records and autopsy report. “When Innayat was hospitalized in Bone and Joint hospital, the doctors after his examination had written on his ticket that he had a bullet injury on his right thigh, but later new records stated that bullet was scribbled. Also in his death certificate, the doctors had mentioned about the bullet injury but it is deplorable, there was no word of bullet injury in autopsy report.” said Mohammad Amin.

As soon as the news about Inayat’s death spread in the area people of Dalgate and all the nearby areas including Lal Chowk broke to streets and resorted strong protest demonstrations. Angry over the killing of the student the protester demanded immediate action against the guilty troopers. 

Next day in the afternoon Innayat’s body was handed over to his family members. Hundreds of people participated in his funeral prayers at Dalgate Chowk. Finally his body was buried in the Martyrs’ graveyard at Malteng, Dalgate.

A consecutive strike for four days was observed in whole of the Dalgate and Sonawar area. All the commercial establishments remained closed. The protests continued for all the four days and there were clashes between the protesters and personnel of police and CRPF. In order to quell the protesters the security agencies used different invectives including baton charging, teargas shelling and aerial firing. According to media reports around 15 persons were injured in the clashes. 

Ailing Tasleema further said: “Innayat was a hope and future of our family. He was a blooming bud what had he done to the merciless troopers? He knew nothing about the politics and stone pelting, why he was killed brutally?”

“We persistently requested administration to investigate the matter but every time they tried to hush-up the case. We are shocked over their role, “Complained Tasleema.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH REPORTED

Medical superintendent SKIMS, Muhammad Amin Tabish in a conversation with a local media organization (Greater Kashmir) stated, “He had haemothorax (accumulation of blood in the cavity between the lungs and chest) and had multiple injuries and fractures in ribcage. He also had a bullet injury in his leg,” the Medical Superintendent of the SKIMS, Muhammad Amin Tabish told Greater Kashmir.

POLICE VERSION

The Deputy Inspector General Central Kashmir range, Hemant Kumar Lohia said that police was waiting for the autopsy report.

“What we know as of now, as per doctors, is that he has died of the shock. He had received injuries and his ribcage of completely damaged,” the DIG said.

He said that it was not clear that he had a bullet injury in his thigh. “No foreign object was found inside. The injury might be inflicted by a sharp object,” he said, adding police was also investigating in what circumstances his death took place.

CIVILIAN USED AS HUMAN SHIELD, DIES

On January 23, father of three minor children was allegedly killed as human shield by the troopers of 44 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) and Special Operation Group (SOG), during a search operation for locating militants at Kalampora, Rajpora, Pulwama, about 60 kms in south of Srinagar. The deceased was identified as Mushtaq Ahmed Mir son of Ghulam Ahmad, an employee with a private business company. However, concerning the incident police registered a case against army vide FIR No. 13, 14/2010.      

As Mushtaq’s killing in the area hundreds of people of Kalampora and adjoining areas raising pro-freedom and anti-India slogans came out on roads and staged massive protest demonstrations.  The protesters were demanding punishment to the erring troopers. The protesters alleged that militants escaped the area and then troopers targeted Mushtaq unreasonably.

Shortly after the incident, a researcher of The Informative Missive visited the area and talked to the victim family and other locals of the area.

Ghulam Ahmad, the village head of Kalampora and father of slain Mushtaq stated: “On the fateful day, Mushtaq had taken her wife Safia to SKIMS Srinagar for a medical checkup because she is suffering from Cancer. Mushtaq returned home late in the evening and told me that he would offer evening prayers at home. I along with my other sons went to mosque for prayers. After prayers on returning home I found my wife restless in the lawn. I asked her what happened. She replied that two unknown person entered our house.  I entered the house and inside I found my three sons namely Ghulam Mohiudin, Mushtaq Ahmad and Mohammad Ayoub and two other unknown persons wearing pheran (robe) with mobile phones in their hands. Before I could ask the duo who they were, meanwhile I heard a bang on our main gate. It was about 7:30pm; I rushed out on the door and found army men of 44RR of Shadimarg camp. As I opened the door the army and SOG personnel abused me and ordered to close the door. I closed the door. After sometime they again knocked at courtyard gate. On moving out, the army troopers asked me who is inside. I replied my family members and two unknown persons.”

He added: “The army and SOG had cordoned the whole area. When I replied army men about the duo, the army officer, who seemed to be a Kashmiri Gojjar, called me and caught me by the collar and dragged me out on the bank of the stream. After sometime at about 8pm the Commanding Officer (CO) of 44RR reached from Pulwama. With CO’s intervention, I was ordered to call out all the family members. I went back to house and called out all the family members. Even Mushtaq came out with a torch from our second house along with his brother’s 1 ½ years old daughter. All of us were kept on the bank of the stream flowing from the roadside.  While sitting together Mushtaq asked her wife about taking medicines and also talked to mother.”

According to Ghulam Mohammad the Gojjar army official ordered him to check his neighbor Ghulam Ahmad Bhat’s house and call everybody out. Ghulam Ahmad Bhat was already kept on the road while he was returning from mosque. Fearful, Ghulam Mohammad obeying the orders of official went to search Bhat’s house. 

“I entered Ghulam Ahmad’s house and found his son Showkat Ahmad. I searched the house and there was no other person inside. I came out along with Showkat Ahmad. Then again we were kept on the roadside. Showkat Ahmad went near to his father and informed him that he heard some persons were knocked the window of their house and were talking.  These words were heard by SOG personnel, who were in ambush near to them. The SOG and army men called me, after providing me a torch; they ordered me to search my own house thoroughly. Due to fear of consequences, I went and searched all three stories of my house. On their orders I searched my house thrice but found nothing. After 3rd search I told SOG and Army officials that there is nobody inside my house. Even for trust I offered them that I would accompany them at front and they could search themselves. The Gojjar army officer asked me what is on the backside of my house and I answered a cowshed. Then again they gave me their torch and ordered me to search the cowshed. I obeyed their orders and took my elder son, Ghulam Mohiudin along and searched the cowshed twice but again found no one there. ”

Mohammad Ayoub, slain Mushtaq’s younger brother stated: “After six searches when nothing was found in our house. The troopers and SOG men ordered my brother Mushtaq Ahmad and my neighbor Showkat Ahmad to search, Showkat Ahmad’s house. Showkat’s father Ghulam Ahmad requested army men that instead of Showkat he will accompany Mushtaq to search their house. Then army men gave a torch to Mushtaq and he went to search the house along with Ghulam Ahmad. It was about 9:30pm when both my brother and Ghulam Ahmad were searching the house. Meanwhile, instant firing broke out. When firing broke out cops of police station, Rajpora took us away to the upper side of the village about 1km away from our residence. I told them my two brothers and father is there but they abused me to move away.”

Ghulam Mohammad further said: “when I heard reverberation of firing from all sides in the vicinity of my house, I along with my son Ghulam Mohiudin bowed down on the ground to save life. The army used all of us as their shields and put all of at risk. The firing lasted for few second and then some army men while firing bullets ran down to the village. My son and I moved out slowly out of the house. Some SOG personnel forcibly moved us to the upper side of village, where our other family members were sitting. I asked them where is Mushtaq? To which they turned a deaf ear. Then we were moved away by the troopers.”

“After sometime Ghulam Ahmad returned and I asked him where is Mushtaq. He replied that Mushtaq was walking ahead with torch at the corner of his house. Just the once firing broke out; he had fallen down on the ground. On listing this I got shocked and craved army and SOG troopers to leave me to search my son but they did not allow me. Then after few hours at about 11:45pm the army men gave me a torch. I rushed to the Bhat’s house along with my elder son. On reaching there we found him dead on the back side of house. He had been shot with a burst of bullets on his chest, one bullet on the right side of abdomen. Not a single police personnel or army men visited the spot where Mushtaq was mercilessly killed. From the spot we ourselves took his dead body to home.” Grieved Mushtaq’s father.

Saja (65), wailing mother of slain who is suffering from heartache since her son’s death stated: “We were crying in the dark of night. On hearing our cries the villagers came out. As soon as the villagers started to come out the army and police personnel ran away. Whole of the village gathered at our house. Whole of the night was catastrophic for us. His dead body was laid at home for the whole night. I could never forget the moment of talking to the son a few minutes before he was killed by the callous cops. There were hundreds of SOG and army men in the cordon, why they used my son as shield and ruined the life his minor children and wife.”      

Next day in the morning, Mushtaq’s killing triggered massive protests in the whole area. The angry protesters raising anti-army, anti-SOG, anti- India slogans took Mushtaq’s dead body Shadimarg in the form of a procession. The protesters kept his body on the road and demanded immediate action against the guilty troopers.

“The Deputy Commissioner (DC) Pulwama, Tehsildar and Deputy Superintendent of police (DSP) visited Shadimarg at about 2pm and assured protesters that the matter would be investigated and guilty would be punished according to law. Then at about 2:30pm his dead body was taken for autopsy in the Shadimarg dispensary and some doctors were called from Rajpora, hospital. After DC’s and DSP’s promise for justice my father pacified the protesters. The police station Rajpora assured us for registering a case against army, then protesters took my brother’s body back to Kalampora. Where we performed his last rites and laid him in rest. Thousands of people participated in the funeral prayers,” grumbled Mohammad Ayoub.       

Mushtaq’s wife, Safia (31), who is pregnant and is suffering from breast cancer while bemoaning expressed: ““My husband lost his own life while saving mine and left behind three kids. He was in the Retail Chain of Marketing Business and feeding three kids and was also providing for my costly treatment of chemo and Radio therapies. Even he had borrowed money from his friends for my treatment. He was our sole bread earner. He toiled hard to meet the needs of children besides my treatment. We don’t possess any agricultural land. I have three minor children, Jasiya (13) a 7th standard student, Rayees (11) a 6th standard student and Innayat (8) a 2nd class student. Now who will provide for their education and future needs? My life was ruined by the callous troopers and all our hopes have shattered.” 

The army claimed that they did not use Mushtaq as human shield. However, locals contested army’s claims and said: “when firing broke out there were no militants present inside the house. The victim was used as a human shield and was fired upon by troopers without any provocation. We just heard four to five shots. There was no encounter as such,” they said. 

OFFICIAL VERSION:

On being asked by Media, Army’s Srinagar based spokesman, Colonel Vineet Sood claimed that Mushtaq was fired upon by the militants. “Troops were moving very cautiously to avoid any collateral damage, but militants opened fire killing the victim and managed to flee away from the spot,” Col Sood told media. He denied that Mushtaq was used as a human shield. “These are totally baseless allegations,” added Col Sood.

SSP Pulwama, Kifayat Haider told media that acting on a tip-off, police and 44 RR laid siege around village Kalampore. “We had information that two militants were hiding in the house of Ghulam Mohammad Mir”, he said.

The police officer said, when the house was encircled by troopers, Mir asked police to let him take some goods and women folk out of his house. “We granted him the permission. When he returned to his house, he said there were no militants and his son was taken away by the militants,” he said. 

SSP said Mir told police that militants had jumped out of the window of his house and taken refuge in the cowshed. “When the troopers tried to enter the cowshed, militants opened fire and Mir’s son, Mushtaq Ahmad was caught in the cross-fire,” Haider said.

He said police has registered a case under section 302. “An FIR has also been lodged and case is under investigation. Whosoever would be found guilty, will be booked as per the law,” SSP said.

Deputy Commissioner Pulwama, Muhammad Afzal Bhat said police has been asked to register an FIR and investigate the matter. “We are committed to punish the people involved in the killing of Mushtaq,” he said.

YOUTH SUCCUMB TO BULLET INJURY AFTER 7 MONTHS 

After seven months awful battle for life, Manzoor Ahmad Bhat (32) son Ghulam Nabi resident of Bhat Mohalla, Drangbal area, of the north Kashmir’s district Baramulla succumbed to his bullet injury on January 19.   Last year (2009) on June 19, Manzoor was shot by personnel of police and CRPF in Baramulla town while he was returning from his work. At that point in time there were clashes going between the police and demonstrators, who were protesting against the Shopian double rape and murder case. The bullet had damaged his spinal cord with which he was paralyzed for 7 months and eventually met the fatality.

According to the locals of Drangbal area, Manzoor’s family left no stone unturned to save his life; they sold their land, took charity from Masjid and village committees and exerted all their resources to save his life but momentously he breathed his last due to the bullet injury. The locals alleged that when police realized that they shot and wounded an innocent person, to evade any trouble, they registered a case and portrayed off Manzoor as a stone pelter, which is totally baseless.   

Manzoor’s death sparked off massive demonstrations in Baramulla. Protesters yelled anti-India, anti-police and pro-freedom slogans. Shortly after Manzoor’s death, a researcher of The Informative Missive visited his native area and talked to the victim’s family and other locals.  

Grief stricken father of Manzoor, Ghulam Nabi Bhat, said: “Which day’s pain I will speak about. We lost everything with Manzoor’s death. I had never thought about such an ill-fate in my life. I still remember how callous cops took away the life of my son.”

Sobbing, he added: “Last year on June 19, the miserable day of life, Manzoor was on his routine work of stone cutting at Khanpora, Baramulla. He had left the workplace at about 4:00 and was returning home via Baramulla town along with his lunch box. As soon as he reached Baramulla town, he was caught in the clashes between police cops and demonstrators. People were demonstrating against the Shopian rape and murder case. To save his life Manzoor had started to move towards footbridge, a safer route to cross the river during intricate situations in Baramulla. But Alas! Before he could move ahead he was spotted by some police cops who instantly shot him on the left side of his abdomen. According to the eyewitnesses he had fell down on the ground and had remained there for half an hour. The bullet after penetrating his abdomen had stuck in his vertebrae bone, which at the moment made him half dead.”

“When police and CRPF troopers found Manzoor wounded on the road, they according to some eyewitnesses had rushed towards him and had beaten him severely with boots, sticks and Gun butts.  He had been repeatedly kicked on his abdomen and back, which further worsened his condition. Due to bullet injury and severe beating he had fell unconscious and then some police cops had taken him to district hospital Baramulla, where doctors after preliminary examination informed cops that Manzoor has critical injuries and is to shifted to some other hospital. Then the cops had taken him to the army hospital at Khwaja Bagh Baramulla. There Manzoor was bandaged and was given some medical help. The army hospital authorities had not accepted to hospitalize Manzoor because they had asked police cops for the consent of any relative or family member of my wounded son. Then he had shifted to Sher-e- Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS), Soura, Srinagar. Meanwhile at about 7pm our neighbor received a phone call about Manzoor’s bullet injury. I along with my younger son rushed to the police station Baramulla; there after few hours waiting, SHO told us that he has been shifted SKIMS Srinagar.” Narrated dejected Ghulam Nabi.

According to victim family in SKIMS at about 11:45pm Manzoor was taken into Operation Theater and was taken out at 5am. After 5 hours night long observation the doctors had told them that bullet was caught in his vertebrae bone and could not be removed. They had further informed them that no other surgery would be conducted to him for next 7 months, until he recovers movement to his legs.

Khursheeda (65), sick and traumatized mother of slain Manzoor bemoaned: “From SKIMS, my son was discharged after 20 days of hospitalization. We took him to home wherefrom he could not move a bit for 7 months till he departed. Both of his legs were motionless and paralyzed. By sitting in only one direction his buttocks got aching and bore injuries which resulted into peeling of his skin. Every time during the 7 months it was shattering for all of us in the family to see Manzoor’s decaying and depressing condition.”

She grumbled: “Continuously for seven months we hired medical assistant to our home, who was treating Manzoor. Despite it was very expensive for us but we never ever cared for money to save his life. Although being very poor, for Manzoor’s treatment we sold our land and begged for donations. We were being supported by Masjid committee and locals of the area. On one side we were treating his spinal injury and on other side we got to invest on the treatment of his wounds which he bore due to continuous seven months bed rest.         

Ghulam Nabi further mourned: “I spent more than 2 lakh rupees to save Manzoor’s life, but still he left us at a time when all our resources exhausted. When my son got injured the government provided us only Rs. 5000 which I could spend only for a couple of days on his treatment. After that no body from the government helped us or even bothered to ask about Manzoor’s condition. Both my wife and I became ailing since Manzoor met the tragedy. On seeing awful and painful condition of Manzoor, my wife suffered from heartache and depression. During those 7 months and afterwards my wife’s day starts with tears and ends with tears. We lost everything with his death. I don’t understand how I will console my family and myself.”  

Imtiyaz Ahmad, younger brother of Manzoor said: “Manzoor left his wife Amina (30), who did everything for him during the seven months. Amina was with this hope that a time will come when her husband would recover and would heal up. But momentously all her dreams shattered with Manzoor’s death. Manzoor was the sole bread winner in our family and all our family responsibilities were lying on his shoulders. Who will now contribute to our family and will feed us”

“Police and CRPF killed Manzoor but there is nobody in the administration who can ponder on the truth. We never hoped that government will do justice in this matter because we have already seen in many of the similar cases, where police easily covered up the incidents. Everybody in whole Drangbal area knew that what sort of person Manzoor was. Neither had he any political association nor any other erroneous involvement. But instead, pitiless police portrayed off him as a stone pelter”, concluded Manzoor.
KUPWARA ON BOIL AFTER KILLING OF 55-YR-OLD FARMER 

KALAROOS FAMILY ACCUSE ARMY; POLICE LODGE FIR

Jan 12: The mysterious killing of a 55-year old farmer, father of eight children, triggered massive protests in Qasba Kalaroos Lolab in Kupwara district. His family and locals accused army of killing him. Abdul Lateef Malik, 55, son of Mohammad Hussain Malik of village Boinar Kalaroos Kupwara, according to his family members, had left his home on January 11 to fetch some household goods from the market. 
“Lateef did not return. At around 10.30 pm, a fast moving TATA sumo reached the area and we heard two blasts,” said an elderly person, Mohammad Sikandar. He said after the blasts, the sumo sped away from the spot amidst cries emanating from the vehicle. “Perhaps somebody had received injuries and the sumo driver might have taken him to hospital.”

Another villager, wishing anonymity said they sensed something foul has happened. “In the morning, we were shocked to see mutilated body of Lateef lying on the ground. We found broken glasses and a helmet from the spot raising doubt over the role of troopers in the killing,” he said.

“My father had gone to Kupwara to purchase household goods but we received his body, which was having violence marks. A bullet had pierced his left leg and his right hand was burnt. His face has been disfigured,” Lateef’s son Ghulam Mohammad said in a broken voice.

Lateef’s wife Huseena Jan said, “My husband was killed in custody in cold blood by troopers. He (Lateef) was the only bread earner. Now, who will support me and my family? Who will marry off my six daughters?” She said she won’t let anybody hush up the case. “The guilty troopers should be punished,” she said angrily.

Lateef’s daughter, Zareena said her father was neither a militant nor a sympathizer. “My father was tortured to death in custody after refusing to follow dictates from army,” she alleged.

Hundreds of people including female and children from Boinar, Thayain, Madmadav, Lastiyal, Moori and adjoining villages took to roads in Kalaroos Lolab and staged anti-army demonstrations. Chanting pro-freedom and anti-India slogans, they blocked vehicular traffic on Kupwara –Machil road at Qasba, Kalaroos.

The protesters marched through different areas before and staged a sit-in in front of police station, where Lateef’s body was kept. Chanting anti-army slogans, the protesters were demanding arrest and punishment for the troopers involved in the killing.

After conducting postmortem of the body, police handed Lateef’s body to his family members. The body was taken in a procession to his native village amid pro-freedom and anti-army slogans. The people refused to bury the body till the troopers are punished.

Sensing trouble Deputy Commissioner Kupwara and SSP Kupwara rushed to the spot to control the situation. After they assured the locals that the guilty troopers will be punished and adequate relief will be sanctioned to rehabilitate the family of the slain farmer, Lateef’s body was laid to rest at his local ancestral graveyard amid tears. Hundreds of people attended his funeral prayers (Namaz-e-Jinaza) amidst chanting of pro-freedom and anti India slogans.

Sources said police has seized some vital evidences including two bullet proof helmets, an army uniform, two exploded and a live grenade, pieces of black filmed glass and some six bullet rounds from the spot, where Lateef’s body was recovered. SSP Kupwara Uttam Chand said that police has registered a murder case,” An FIR no 02 u/s 302 RPC against 41 RR has been lodged on the written complaint of the locals. “Police has launched investigations,” he said.

The police officer confirmed seizure of some evidence material. “The deceased was a released militant,” he said. DC Kupwara Showkat Ahmad Mir said police has lodged report on complaints from people. “The locals are blaming army for the killing. People say they have full faith in police,” he said adding, “Police will investigate the case.” He said Rs One lakh has also been sanctioned in favor of the victim’s family.
On January 13, army clarified that it was in no way involved in the death of Abdul Lateef Malik. “The army is in no way involved in the death of Lateef Malik as has also been conveyed by Deputy Commissioner Kupwara,” said a statement from defence PRO.

APDP JANUARY SIT IN

January 28: During its monthly sit-in protest Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) protests against state government for maintaining criminal silence over the report “Buried Evidence”.  

On 2nd December 2009, International People’s Tribunal on Human Rights and Justice in Indian administered Kashmir (IPTK) released a report “Buried Evidence” about the presence of more than 2700 nameless and mass graves in the 55 villages of north Kashmir. The report was produced in association with APDP, after two years of survey. 


The report was formally sent to the state government and the Chief Minister Mr. Omar Abdullah acknowledged receiving the report. The State Minister for Law and Parliamentary Affairs stated to the media that government would respond after reading the report. Even the matter was raised in the Indian Parliament by the MP Mohammad Shafi Uri, to which the Defense Ministry of India responded that they will study the report and will come up with a response. 

Earlier on 10th July 2008, the European Parliament called upon the Government of India (GOI) for probing the mass graves after APDP released the first report on mass graves present in Kashmir titled as “Facts Under Ground”. Even the Indian Ambassador in Brussels then assured European Parliament that they will study the report and will act accordingly.

Since the release of second report “Buried Evidence” on nameless graves and mass graves nearly two months are likely to pass but the government of Jammu & Kashmir and Indian Defense Ministry are yet to respond. Such approach only demonstrates indifference of state towards the issue of enforced disappearances and mass graves in Jammu and Kashmir, and thereby putting more responsibility on the international institutions to intervene into the matter. Lack of response, callousness of the State institutions and the exhaustion of all the local mechanisms pushes APDP and the human rights defenders working on Kashmir with the only choice of internationalizing the issue of nameless graves and mass graves in Jammu and Kashmir. 

The mass graves is a phenomenon present in all the countries where people have been subjected to enforced disappearances and therefore in this regard APDP has decided after consultation with the Asian Federation Against involuntary Disappearances (AFAD) and Latin American Federation of the Associations of the Family Members of the Disappeared Detainees (FEDEFAM) to commemorate the 2nd of APRIL as the International Day of Mass Graves. On this day the focus would be laid on mass graves present across world including Jammu and Kashmir.


The APDP also welcomes the British Parliament for early day motion on Kashmir mass graves on December 15, which was tabled in house of commons of British Parliament lower chamber.

IPTK WRITES LETTER TO THE CHIEF MINISTER REGARDING 
THE INQUIRY PERTAINING TO THE DEATH OF ASIYA JAN AND NEELOFAR OF SHOPIAN

(THE SHOPIAN RAPE AND MURDER CASE OF TWO WOMEN)

On January 4: The International Peoples Tribunal on Human Rights and Justice in Kashmir (IPTK) sought permission from the State government to re-investigate the death of two women in Shopian, the government said it would process the request and come out with a reply later. The IPTK wrote a letter to The Chief Minister Omar Abdullah seeking his permission for initiating a fresh probe into the death of two women in Shopian. 
The letter reads as:
 Dear Mr. Omar Abdullah:
 We are writing on behalf of the International People's Tribunal on Human Rights and Justice in Indian-administered Kashmir [http://www.kashmirprocess.org]. 
On December 30, 2009, the Majlis-e-Mashawarat of Shopian, Kashmir ,requested that IPTK inquire into the death of Ms. Asiya Jan and Mrs. Neelofar Jan in May 2009 [for brief context, see below]. They have done so on the contention that state institutions, and the investigations authorized by them, have been unable to deliver an accurate understanding of the matter or define a mechanism for justice.

IPTK, as an independent forum, seeks to inquire into issues of institutionalized violence, social trauma, and human rights abuses. Given the contested social facts, and legal and political circumstances of the Shopian event, and the investigations of the state that followed, we are convinced of the efficacy of an independent inquiry into the matter. 
IPTK proposes to undertake:

1.     Analyses by internationally reputed anthropological, forensic, gender, legal, and medical experts of all relevant documents prepared by state institutions. 

2.     Archival and applied research into the course of events, and examination and collection of testimonies from the families of the deceased, local community members, relevant experts, and police, security forces, and state officials, and the uncovering of possible new evidence.

  We note that you have promised attentiveness and accountability to human rights issues in Kashmir. In conjunction, in proceeding with the above, we are writing to request the following, delineated below, with hope that you will agree in order that an independent, transparent, and people's investigation may ensue. 

We seek:

Physical access to all relevant Central Reserve Police Force and army camps, and police stations in Shopian district.

Access to documents assembled and prepared by the Government of  Jammu and Kashmir that form the evidentiary basis of the state's conclusions on the Shopian event, including forensic reports and the testimonials rendered by security forces and state officials.

Access to police and security forces personnel, and medical personnel that testified to the commission of inquiry headed by Justice (Retired) Muzaffar Jan between May-July 2009.

Access to officers of the Special Investigating Team of police that collaborated with the Jan Commission following its interim report, per your order. 

Access to local officers that assisted the Central Bureau of Investigation in its inquiry between September-December 2009.

That any witnesses that elect to testify to the IPTK process be permitted to do so without duress or adverse consequences being threatened, or befalling, them from personnel or institutions of the state.

CHIEF MINISTER’S RESPONSE 
On the same day January 4, Chief Minister, Omar Abdullah told media, “I have received an email from them. We will process the request officially and decide accordingly,”  

Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Ali Muhammad Sagar said since the forum is an international one it is the prerogative of Union Ministry of External Affairs whether to allow fresh probe. “They should seek permission from the Government of India and not the State government. If GoI gives it go ahead, then nobody would stop them,” he said.

 HANDOVER EVIDENCE TO IPTK: MAJLIS
SHOPIAN CASE

January 10: The Majlis-e- Mushawarat, spearheading the agitation to seek justice for teenager Asiya and her sister-in-law Neelofar found dead in Shopian district in May 2009, asked the government to handover the evidence in the rape and murder case of victims to the Peoples Tribunal on Human Rights by or before February 1, 2010.

In a statement a Majlis spokesman said that Majlis-e-Mashawarat organized a day-long consultative programme “Shopian: Birth of a response” with civil society in Shopian. “It was unanimously decided that the Majlis will continue to fight for justice in the case of rape and murder of Neelofar and Asiya,’ he said, adding that during the seminar it was observed that the state institutions were “unwilling” to identify the culprits as the first necessary step towards dispensing justice.

 “The state institutions have done everything to subvert the process of justice and to break the will of the people to pursue the case: destruction of evidence, harassment, threat, blackmail, using the state-controlled rumor-mill to blemish the image of the victims and their families,” the spokesman said. 

 In the background of this experience, he said, Majlis after holding thorough deliberations has distanced itself from the state agencies and approached the larger civil society of Kashmir to organize a probe into this heinous crime.  

 “Majlis-e-Mashawarat has requested International People’s Tribunal on Human Rights and Justice in Kashmir (IPTK) to carry out a probe using international and neutral expertise to identify the criminals and government agencies involved,” he said, adding, “The IPTK has accepted our request and has written to the Chief Minister of J&K asking for access to the army, paramilitary and police camps and their officers and personnel in Shopian and around along with the evidentiary material collected for examination and analysis.”

 The spokesman appealed all those with any information and insight about this heinous crime to consciously come forward and cooperate with the IPTK in the probe.  “We ask the government to provide access to the Tribunal to all the materials, sites and persons as demanded by or before 1st of Feb 2010 failing which the Majlis along with the larger civil society of Kashmir will agitate in all the relevant global forums to persuade the government for providing such access. It has become imperative to highlight the conditions of besiegement as a result of extreme militarization of Kashmir, which has fostered conditions for this kind of a crime, aimed at breaking the will and battering the dignity of people,” the spokesman said.

 
 He said that Majlis expresses solidarity with all those persons who were “pressurized, blackmailed, harassed or gagged by other means to facilitate the cover-up of the crime and protect the criminals.”

 “We appeal them to come forward and cooperate with the IPTK in the interests of justice, security, honor and dignity of our women who are the most vulnerable in the prevailing hostile conditions,” he said, adding, “We have now come to understand that this is not an ordinary crime in isolation but is a part of the objectives of the state structure of violence that is overtaking the people.”

SELF-PRESERVATION

The Majlis spokesman said that during the seminar it was observed that in this highly unequal relation between the state forces (Army, Paramilitary and Police camps) and the vulnerable population, people should keep a safe distance from them, to avoid contact with the personnel of these forces as far as possible and completely desist from any social contact with them. 

“This can insulate vulnerable sections of our population to a significant degree from the ill intentions of the criminals therein. This is a suggested measure for self-preservation and is expected to evolve into a more comprehensive and varied social method for survival with dignity under this besiegement.” 

 Majlis, he said would further deliberate on this issue in consultation with the larger civil society and the people. “We will share our painful experience with the people from Chek-e-Saidpora, Kunan Poshpora, Badr-Payeen and other areas who have witnessed the similar trauma. We will sit with them and formulate a strategy to safeguard our dignity and honor in these difficult circumstances. In the first instance Majlis members will visit Kunan Poshpora,” he said. 

 “We shall persist to know the identity of the criminals and the agencies involved in the rape and murder of Neelofar and Asiya, for as long as it takes, to ensure justice. We appeal all the people of this besieged land to come forward with more suggestions to guard the honor and dignity of our women,” he added. 

CIVILIAN DIES IN IRP FIRE 

IGP ORDERS INQUIRY 

Jan 22: One person was killed and fifteen others were injured, three of them received bullets, when Indian Reserve Police opened fire on a group of people protesting against encroachment of custodian land in Pattan area of Baramulla district. IGP Kashmir Farooq Ahmad has ordered an inquiry into the incident.

Hundreds of residents of Ikhwanpora village of Pattan took to streets after Friday prayers on January 22 to protest against what they termed encroachment of a road leading to shrine of Shams-ud-din Iraqi (RA) and a housing colony by IRP. The protestors marched through different roads and were intercepted by policemen near the headquarters of 10th BN IRP, Parihaspora. The cops resorted to baton charge to disperse the protestors, who retaliated by hurling stones towards them.   

Later IRP men stationed in the barrack opened indiscriminate fire towards the unarmed protestors, causing on spot death of a local Manzoor Ahmed Sofi and injuries to 15 others. Three of the injured, who had received bullet injuries, have been shifted to SK Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura.

The killing of a protestor sparked protests in Pattan and massive anti-police protests continued till late evening. The protestors were demanding arrest of the IRP men involved in the firing incident.  They were also demanding registration of murder case under Section 302 against the IRP men. Top civil and police officials visited the area and assured the people that action would be taken against the erring policemen. 

SSP Baramulla Shakeel Ahmed Beigh said land belongs to custodian and was allocated to IRP. “The IRP men fired in self-defense after the locals resorted to heavy stone pelting on their barrack,” he said.

IGP Kashmir Range Farooq Ahmad termed the incident as most unfortunate. “We have registered a case and initiated an inquiry. We may arrest the IRP men, who opened fire on the group of people,” he said.

Deputy Commissioner Baramulla, Lateef-ul-Zaman Deva said an inquiry has been ordered. “Police has been directed to file a case against the IRP men. ADC will conduct the inquiry into the incident. Those IRP men who crossed the limit and fired indiscriminately on the civilians will be taken to task,” he added.

CRT, AN INITIATIVE 

Jan 9: People from different walks of life denied of travel documents initiated a Campaign, Campaign for Right to Travel (CRT). In its first sit in protest at Srinagar Muncipal Park the members of CRT underscored the need of campaigning for right to travel. 

Members of the CRT said, CRT is an initiative of permanent residents of Jammu and Kashmir who are being denied of the universally guaranteed right to travel. In order to invite the attention of the government and international community CRT have decided to protest on 9th of every month over the issue. 

The CRT said, despite the statements made by the governments from time to time including the present Chief Minister of the state that the travel documents will be issued to the state subjects of J&K, and nobody would be stopped from traveling, hitherto, nothing has been done. Thousands of the residents of the state including the students, businessmen, sportsmen and professionals who have applied for the travel documents before the passport authority have not been issued the documents. Nevertheless, the Non Objection Certificate (NOC) prerequisite for issuance of the travel documents is the duty of the state government but the police agencies and other intelligence agencies are withholding NOCs that too in violation of the law of the land. The state govt. feels helpless to prevail upon these agencies. Hundreds of the state subjects have filed the petitions in the High Court and in most of the petition the Court had directed the concerned authorities for issuance of the document still the needful has not been done, thereby, compelling the aspirants to make it a public issue by evolving a strategy in order to pressurize the govt. for issuance of the travel documents.

“It has been decided by the CRT that the state subjects deprived of the travel documents would be meeting every month in order to evolve a strategy for their universally recognized right and also to invite the attention of the international community about the issue which is effecting the lives of thousands of people, which has made them prisoners in their own state. This denial tantamounts to collective punishment to the majority community of the state subjects. CFRT will also lobby with the international institutions and the global civil society besides Kashmiri diaspora to join this campaign for protecting the rights of the state subjects,” CRT press statement reads.  
TORTURE TESTIMONIALS

· Name: Iqbal Jan 

Age: 60 years 

Occupation: Guard of the village 

Residence: Chakalipura, Anatnag Dist 

Association: Son was a militant with the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen militant group 

Education: Illiterate 

Iqbal for the first time was picked up by the army in the early 1990’s. He is not able to state the exact year of the incident but states that at that time none of his family members had ant affiliation with the militants. He further adds that the militant scare was so evident in the village during that time the villagers offered them services when they were asked to. He admitted that his home was also used as a night stay by the militants at times and he also used to offer them tea and snacks. 

The incident he believes happened because a neighbour informed the army that Iqbal’s house had been used by the terrorist to stay in the previous night and hence he was picked up by the army to be interrogated. The army picked him in the wee hours of the morning following a crackdown at his place. What followed according to Iqbal was continuous torture and constant asking for whereabouts of the militants. Iqbal stated that he had seen the militants and had offered them tea on being asked to but had no idea as to where they left after that. On not getting the required information they first took off Iqbal’s Clothes and then started hitting him with bare hands and sticks so as to force him to give away some clues. His body by then had turned blue due to the injuries and according to him he was on the verge of fainting. His family had turned up at the camp by then and thus in the evening he was left off with a warning of not entertaining the militants. His house was also ransacked for checking purposes. 

After this According to Iqbal his elder son turned to militant group Harkat-ul-Mujahideen so as to enable the family to have a secure life. This according to him gave little respite as the militants now avoided causing harm to the family but the army started visiting his house daily. Some years later he cannot place the exact date his younger son was picked by the army and taken to the camp. Iqbal was at work when this occurred and rushed with the other family members to the camp site to see what could be done to release him. The family panicked and stone pelting was done aimed at the camp. Angered by this according to Iqbal the army officials first Lathi charged the mob and separated Iqbal and his other handicapped son and took them further into the camp. They released his son and instead focused their anger on Iqbal. They constantly hit him with belts and hands, in the process hurting his head. The injury worsen and there was a lot of blood due to which Iqbal says the army let him off with a warning not to entertain the militants.

The army also asked him to visit the camp every time they asked him to and he has no option in this. He had to visit the camp till the year his elder son who was with the militant group died . He addresses his son as a Shaheed or Martyr. He says that his son was killed by the army in an encounter in April 2005 when 6militants were cornered and 5 managed to escape and his son was killed. 

During the interim years of 2000- 05 he was picked up by the army several times and beaten up. He has injuries to his eye, leg and hand. No medical treatment as such had been given by the army ever and he has spent money on the entire medical expenses. He has spent about Rs. 10,000 on his medical treatment so far. No case has been registered against him and his family has not been questioned after his son’s death.

· Name: Bashir Ahmed 

Age: 35 years 

Occupation :Farmer 

Education: Illiterate 

Association : His brother was a member with the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen group 

Bashir in March 2001 was picked up the army from his home after a crackdown on his village. He was blindfolded before being transported to the camp in an army jeep. He reached the cannibal army camp at 11 a.m. in the morning and he was constantly hit with wooden planks and also bare hands. Boiled water was also poured on his naked back which was already sore due to the injuries meted during the torture. 

He was asked about his association with militants and their whereabouts and other details. He claims that he had no knowledge what so ever so there was nothing that he could disclose to the army. Thus he was beaten up at the camp till 5 p.m. and taken to another room and told that he should admit to having relations with militant groups if he wanted the beating to stop.

Further he was hit again with wooden planks and a wooden roller was passed throughout his body. He was also asked to lie down on the floor and his hands and legs were tied up with ropes. He was then administered electric shocks on his private parts and legs. He was given shocks 3 times in a row after a rest every 2 minutes and questioned on his links with the terrorist. He fainted due to the torture and he was later shifted to another room. He was given medicines and injections for his condition. This had gone till 11 p.m. and he was hit again with bare hands. 

The next morning he was woken up and breakfast in the form of tea and snacks was given to him. He was kept in custody for 18 days during which he was beaten up a lot of times and asked to admit to knowing the whereabouts of the terrorists. In the meantime the family had visited the camp a lot of times and according to him due to this the army let him off. There was no case against him but he was asked to come to the camp whenever he was asked to. During these visits he was asked to do personal work like trim the trees and lift the personal belongings of the staff.

The second incident of torture for Bashir took place in 2003. Bashir claims that a known terrorist Jafar was on the run from the army then and he entered his backyard during this process. The army had already identified his house and so picked him up and took him to the jungles where Jafar was running into. They blindfolded him and kept hitting him asking him where Jafar was heading to. They also hit him with the gun butts and dragged him as they were trying to trace Jafar. This lasted for 2- 3 hours and they lost sight of Jafar and took the accumulated anger out on him in the form of torture. 

According to Bashir the tied his hands and legs and made him wear a Army uniform as the clothes that he was earlier wearing were torn apart. They took him to the army camp and hit him with wooden planks and a roller was also used on his body to extract information about Jafar. Bashir claims that he had no clue about Jafar’s whereabouts so was helpless. This went on till the wee hours of the night after which he was placed in a cell. 

For next 3 days he was tortured in the same fashion. He was given little medical attention at the camp but his sore body was again tortured so there was little difference that the medicines made. His family again came to his rescue and due to their pressure he was left off though he had to still visit the camp whenever he was asked to. 

He had to make these visits to the camp until the death of his brother in 2005 after which the army stopped visiting his home. He has to still get medical treatments as his body aches and his work is of physical nature. There are no cases filed against him and no major medical procedure that he has to go through due to the torture. 

ATROCITIES IN 2008 PROTESTS PUSHED MANZOOR TO MILITANCY

Jan 8: The family members of a Sopore youth Manzoor alias Usmaan, who died in 22-hour long gunfight in Lal Chowk on Jan 7, alleged that the highhandedness committed by the troopers during the 2008 Amarnath land row agitation prompted him to join the militant ranks.

Manzoor along with another militant was killed in the Lal Chowk encounter. His body was brought to his home town –Peth Seer, Sopore late night January 7. Later, hundreds of people attended his Namaz-e-Jinaza amidst pro-freedom slogans.

Manzoor’s family alleged that he joined militant outfit Lashkar-e-Toiba, one and a half year ago when the valley was up in flames during Amarnath Land Row agitation.” He was class 9th drop out and worked as a painter to sustain his poor family. During the 2008 Amarnath Land row agitation, he along with hundreds of people of the area participated in the protest demonstrations to express resentment over the transfer of forest land to Shri Amarnath Shrine Board.

On August 11, 2008, he joined the “Muzaffarabad Chalo March” and saw the troopers firing on unarmed protestors, beating women and children,” said Manzoor’s uncle, Mohammad Akbar. He said the high handedness and excesses committed by the troopers changed his mindset and prompted him to join the militant ranks.

His father, Ghulam Rasool said Manzoor used to frequently talk about the excesses committed by the troopers during the “Muzaffarabad Chalo March.”

“Manzoor used to offer five-time prayers and recite Holy Quran daily in the morning. On the second day of Ramadan he told us that he will join Tableegi Jamaat for some time. We allowed him for the sake of his happiness. However, I was aware about his intentions as his mindset has changed radically after Muzaffarabad March. After leaving home, he never returned. He had joined Lashkar-e-Toiba and we saw him with an AK-47 rifle after six months when he came to meet us,” said Ghulam Rasool.

He said owing to intense pressure from security and intelligence agencies, they had urged Manzoor to surrender and live a normal life but of no avail. “The security agencies harassed me and my family members after Manzoor’s refusal to surrender,” said father of the slain youth.

Manzoor’s mother Hafiza Begum said she had a firm belief that her son is a martyr. “The death is inevitable but my son died too young. He was only 21 years old. It was the time when he could have enjoyed his life but alas he preferred death,” she mourns. The family said that they saw Manzoor two days before his death. “Two days before his death he came to home and met all family members and had a cup of tea. He refused to stay for a longer duration and told us that he has some urgent work and had to leave the place as soon as possible,” said his grandfather, Ali Mohammad.

He said on Wednesday evening (Jan 6) security forces came to their residence and informed them that Manzoor was trapped in an encounter in Lal Chowk. “They asked us for his contact number and told us that they will let us talk to him,” added grandfather of slain militant.

TEENAGER CRITICAL AFTER TEARGAS SHELL HIT

Jan 1: At least five civilians were injured, one of them critically, and several vehicles were damaged in clashes between police and protesters on Friday afternoon in Baramulla town where normal life was disrupted till late in the evening. Trouble started soon after Friday prayers when hundreds of youth shouting pro-freedom and anti-India slogans assembled at the main chowk in Baramulla and spread to the neighboring localities of Cement Bridge, Farooqi Point and Tehsil Road.

 
As police and paramilitary troopers tried to chase away the protesters, they responded by pelting stones triggering clashes. In the ensuing clashes, police fired scores of tear smoke shells and rubber bullets to disperse the protesters. Five protesters were injured in the police action, one of them seriously, as a teargas shell hit his head. He was shifted to the district hospital wherefrom he was referred to Srinagar hospital in a critical condition. He has been identified as Ghulam Jeelani Bangi (17) of old town’s Ganai Hamam locality. At least eight vehicles – five private and three of police department – were damaged in the stone pelting by the irate mobs.

Life in Sopore town was affected following fierce clashes between the protesters and police. At least three police vehicles and half a dozen passenger vehicles were damaged in the clashes. Trouble started with scores of youth staged protests near main chowk and marched through the lanes and by lanes. They clashed with the police and paramilitary troopers who tried to chase them away by resort to baton charge and tear smoke shelling. However, there were no reports of any injury. 

 In view of the situation, traffic was disrupted while the shops remained closed for the rest of the day. The youth were protesting the alleged harassment by the CRPF troopers in the aftermath of the recent militant attack in which four of their men were killed.

MEDIA UNDER FIRE 
IGP ORDERS INQUIRY

January 8: Taking a serious note of the attack on Amaan Farooq, a photojournalist with a local English daily Greater Kashmir on January 7 allegedly by Dy SP Safdar Samoon, after 22 hour long encounter ended in Lal Chowk Srinagar. The media fraternity of Kashmir served a two-day notice to the Government for taking action against the guilty officer. Journalists belonging to local, national and international media organizations took out a protest rally and staged a sit-in at Press Enclave.

“We ask Chief Minister Omar Abdullah to act against the police officer within two days. Otherwise we’ll construe that muzzling the press is the policy of this Government,” senior BBC Correspondent Altaf Hussain announced at the sit-in.

Greater Kashmir lens man was among six cameramen injured while discharging their professional duties. Amaan Farooq was alleged shot in leg while he was discharging his professional duty at Punjab Hotel, where two militants were holed up.

Amaan accused DSP Safdar of deliberately firing at him from his pistol.” After the encounter was over, we were allowed to visit the spot. When we were clicking pictures from second story of building, DSP Safdar warned us not to take pictures,” Amaan alleged adding, “The police officer slapped a photo journalist Yawar Kabli.

Later he asked us to come down from the second story of the building. When we were coming down from the building he brandished the pistol and intentionally fired on my thigh from point blank range.” Aman was later shifted to hospital.

Rising Kashmir photo journalist, Farooq Ahmad Shah was roughed by the troopers while discharging his professional duties." I was going to Police Control Room, where bodies of slain militants were kept. Police abused me and one of the cops hit my head with a baton, “he said.

Similarly troopers also cane charged Tribune reporter Kumar Rakesh.On Wednesday evening (Jan 6), reporter of Delhi based Sahara Samay channel, Sanam Tasaduq was beaten by CRPF and police men near Akhara building. “At around 8 pm on Jan 6, police men were smashing windowpanes of a Maruti Car near Cat Mouse shop, Akhara building. On seeing me approaching towards them, they rushed towards me. Despite being told that I am a journalist they pounced on me and beat me,” he alleged.

Sanam said after beating him to pulp they hurled stones on him. “Had I not been wearing BP jacket, my rib cage would have suffered fractures. My body has swollen and I am seeking treatment,” he said.

A camera man of Voice of India, Mubashir was also roughed up by CRPF and police men near Akhara building. Kashmir Press Photographers Association President, Farooq Javed has condemned the attack on Aman Farooq and other media men.

“We held an emergency meeting on January 7 and strongly condemned the police action. We have decided to take up the shooting issue with chief minister,” he said.

Inspector General of Police, Kashmir, Farooq Ahmad said police has ordered an inquiry into the shooting incident. “DIG would conduct the inquiry,” he said.
BARAMULLA COPS FORCE VILLAGERS TO CUT TREES, MAN DIES, VILLAGE IN RAGE

Jan 2: The death of a villager in village Gowhan of kandi Baramulla evoked strong protests in the area against the police and Government. The residents said the victim along with nine others was forced by policemen of a nearby post to bring timber from the nearby forests where a tree fell on him.  The deceased had been identified as Abdul Rashid Wani of Gowhan, a village seven kilometers from Baramulla town. The locals said the policemen of the local police post have been forcing the residents to indulge in timber smuggling.

 According to the father of the deceased, a tree fell on Rashid resulting in his instant death.  “Soon after night prayers, cops of the local police post arrived at our home directing us to bring timber from the nearby jungle. They gathered 10 persons of the village,” said Abdul Ahad Wani, father of the deceased. He said the residents of the village were frequently forced by the policemen to bring timber from the forests.

 The furious residents demanded stern action against the policemen involved in the illegal practice. “This is most unfortunate that the police is forcing the locals to indulge in this illegal practice. The incident is eye-opener for the authorities that how our jungles are being looted,” said Farooq Ahmad of Gowhan.

 DSP Baramulla, Sheikh Faisal, said police have registered a case and started investigation. “The preliminary reports suggest that the victim has died while cutting a tree in the nearby forest. We are looking into the allegations of the locals that they were forced to collect wood from the jungle,” he said.

TRAGIC FAMILY

FORMER MILITANT VOUCHES FOR BROTHER’S INNOCENCE 

‘HE’S ROTTING IN JAIL FOR PAST 14 YEARS’

Jan 17: Wearing a phiran and supported by a crutch, Mushtaq Khan, 38, chats with a customer at his Prime Medicos pharmacy in the heart of Islamabad town in south Kashmir. Released on militants’ demand in the Nahida Soz kidnapping case, Mushtaq was among thousands of youngsters who joined militancy in early ‘90s. 

 Fourteen years after dropping the gun, he raises questions on India's sincerity. With unmoving eyes, he narrates the story of his own life and of his brother, Farooq Ahmad Khan, 44, who has been accused of involvement in the 1996 Lajpat Nagar blast case and is under-trial for the past 14 years. Drained economically and emotionally due to the court case, Mushtaq blames Indian State for ruining his family for no fault of theirs.

 A bright student, Mushtaq attended Islamia Hanifa College in Islamabad. After the 1987 elections, talk of Azadi (Freedom) had started. “The elections were rigged but I think even if MUF had come to power, the freedom struggle would have been the same. It might have been delayed by a few years but when you see nine-year olds being raped and so many youths slaughtered, how can the emotion die?” he opines.

 Merely 18 then, he was studying in class 12 when he left his home in Islamabad’s Lal Chowk for Muzaffarabad to get arms training. Recalling that day, he says, “I left home early that morning. Rather than going to school, I left for Jammu and from there I went to Rajouri followed by Mendhar.”

 From the border town of Mendhar, Mushtaq and his companions crossed the LoC. In Muzaffarabad, he says he met Amanullah Khan who was heading the JKLF then. Two months later, he returned home only to find his family in tatters. “Our house was raided often. My father, a government employee, was transferred. I then joined Students Liberation Front,” he explains.

 Mushtaq states that most youngsters involved in the armed struggle were good students and came from good families and that they were fully aware they couldn’t throw India out with the gun but wanted to attract global attention towards the plight of Kashmiris. “Till then, it was just an India-Pak border dispute. We wanted t make the people’s sentiment heard; our voices to be addressed,” he adds.

 Arrested after 3 months, he was released in the 1991 Nahida Soz kidnapping case and became active again. He was fired at in a group clash in 1994, hurting his right leg that later had to be amputated. Circumstances forced Mushtaq to drop the gun. It was then that his elder brother, Farooq, a Junior Mechanical Engineer in PHE, was accused of involvement in the 1996 Lajpat Nagar blasts and taken into custody. “I was in Amritsar with my father for treatment of my leg, while my brother was at home with our mother. 

One of my friends who was a former militant used our landline phone after the blasts. The call was traced and Farooq, the only earning member of our family, was jailed,” recalls Mushtaq, tapping his finger on the wooden counter.

 Mushtaq says that Farooq, who completed his engineering from Madras, had absolutely no links with any of the militant outfits. He would have been an executive engineer had he been free today. “The case is under-trial; the dates of the final argument have been delayed thrice. Not even one charge has been proved against him. Then why is the court reluctant to give a decision?” he questions.

 Farooq’s wife remarried, taking their two daughters with her. Mushtaq now stays alone with his mother Parvaiza Jabeen, 65, after his father passed away in 2002.  With a faraway look in his eyes, he concludes, “My brother is rotting in Rohini Jail of New Delhi despite his being innocent. We are tired of running now. The freedom movement can not stop till atrocities continue.”

BAR BLAMES VDC FOR RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN RAJOURI, POONCH

Jan 18: The J&K High Court Bar Association accused police of implicating people on behest of Village Defence Committee members. The Bar has revealed this in a report which was released after the team visited Rajouri and Poonch district jails.

 
Team members visited Kotbalwal jail on January 7 and sought permission to see the inmates. However, jail superintendent refused to grant them permission to meet the inmates, the Bar report alleged. The report said the superintendent jail even asked the deputy superintendent to return the application with remarks that it was not possible to allow the team members to meet the detainees. 

Bar said the Superintendent Jail desired that the Bar team should meet few prisoners, the request which Bar turned down. The Bar said that there were 439 detainees and under trials including 70 foreigners lodged in the jail.  The team visited district jail Rajouri on January 8, 2010. 

 In district jail Poonch, the Bar in its report has given detailed information about a detainee Muhammad Bashir. Bashir has served in BSF for 26 long years. But presently he is “languishing in district jail Poonch” along with two of his sons Muhammad Zaheer and Muhammad Jamil for past six years. 

 “Bashir informed the Bar team he along with son Zaheer was arrested under section 302 RPC,” the report said. His another son Jameel, the report said, was arrested some months ago and booked in different case. However, during past 14 months only one witness has been examined in the case. Bashir has two other sons. Muhammad Qadeer and Muhammad Akseer. Muhammad Qadeer was working as rifleman in JAKLI. 

 Qadeer, according to report, had come to home on June 2007. The report said he along with his wife was arrested by Deputy S P Surankote Suran Singh on June 6, 2007 and kept in police station upto June 9, 2007. Bar said he was released on June 9 but his wife was kept in custody. The Bar said that the Dy SP Suran Singh allegedly raped his wife. The Bar said she was kept in JIC Meran Sahib for 13 days and then shifted back to Surankote police station. 

 “After her release she filed an FIR against the accused police officer and but it was not entertained. She approached the SHRC, which directed the Crime Branch Jammu to register a case against the two accused and arrest them. However, the accused went to the High Court and got stay against the SHRC order.  The report said that Dy SP had offered Rs 10 lakh to their family at village Potha.           

 “People are so sacred of police and the village defence committee members that don’t dare to speak against them. After meeting prisoners in the Poonch jail, we could feel they were terrified of them,” says the report released. 

 Citing example of Muhammad Yousuf of Mastandhara Surankote who is lodged in district jail Poonch, the Bar said he was arrested on April 22, 2009 from Chambani where he had taken his flock for grazing. Report said he arrested along with seven other persons and them taken to Jammu. 

 “In Jammu they were beaten up for three days and then shifted to JIC Jammu,” the report said, adding that from JIC Jammu they were taken Police Station Surankote. 

 The Bar report said in Poonch jail, the inmate was asked by SP and SSP to pay Rs one lakh for release. However, when he failed to pay he was framed in IED blast case which had taken place in Poonch on April 22, 2009. In the IED blast a VDC commander was killed. There were about 100 to 150 VDC members in Mudha area. Bar said the VDC members have made life hell in these areas. Bar said people were being arrested by police on the behest of VDC members.

SHRC TO INSPECT VALLEY JAILS

AMPHALA PRISON OVERCROWDED, DETAINEES COMPLAIN OF DELAYED TRIALS

Jan 29: After visiting Kotbalwal and Amphala jails in winter capital, the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) is all set to inspect the Valley jails from next week to see plight of the detainees and the facilities available to them. 

A five member team of SHRC headed by its Chairman Justice (R) Syed Bashir-ud-Din visited Kotbalwal and Amphala jail in Jammu on Wednesday (January 27). During their two-day inspection to the jails, the SHRC team met number of detainees and inquired about their plight and facilities available to them in the jails. 

Talking to media, Justice (R) Bashir-ud-Din said the SHRC team during their visit to Kotbalwal jail on January 27, they found 45% occupancy. “As against capacity of 900, 371 inmates including 72 foreign nationals are presently lodged in Kotbalwal. The detainees are undergoing detention or trial in different cases”. He said they found Amphala jail over-crowded. “The jail has the intake capacity of 400 inmates but at present 579 detainees are lodged there. Among the detainees include 130 foreign nationals”.

Justice Bashir said during their interaction with detainees, they found that proper legal aid is not provided to the jail inmates. “We also observed that the detainees need mental counseling,” he said, adding,” During our visit to Kotbalwal and Amphalajails, the detainees complained about delay in trials. Some inmates complained that jails authorities are delaying their visits to courts on different pretexts, thus affecting their trial”.

After completing their visit to Jammu jails, the SHRC team met DG Prisons Dr Ashok Bhan and held detailed meetings with him about plight of detainees and jail reforms.

The visit of jails by SHRC team, according to Justice (R) Bashir-ud-Din, is aimed at overseeing the treatment being meted out to the inmates. “If everything goes as planned, we would be visiting Valley jails from next week. I have already written to the authorities and am awaiting response from Commissioner Secretary Home”, he said.

After completing their visits to Jails in the State, the SHRC will submit a detailed report with some recommendations on jail reforms to the Governor, N N Vohra. “We are likely to hold a review meeting on February 10 after inspecting Valley jails,” Justice Bashir said.

POLICE EMPLOYING ‘CARROT AND STICK’ AGAINST STONE THROWERS

PREPARING LIST OF TROUBLING YOUTH, ENGAGING ELDERS FOR SUPPORT

Jan 29: In what could be termed as a “carrot and stick policy”, police has decided to launch area-wise counseling to dissuade youth from stone pelting after slapping Public Safety Act (PSA) against some of the stone throwers.

Sources said police has prepared a list of stone throwers with the help of CID and CIK in different police stations. “We have got all their antecedents and even possess their photographs”, they said.

A police officer, who has been assigned the job to prepare list of habitual stone throwers in Lal Chowk area said, “We have identified some 10 to 15 stone throwers in Maisuma. Some of them are young, who can be motivated to give-up stone pelting through counseling while others need to be dealt sternly and should be booked under PSA.” 

A police official posted in Nowhatta police station said the stone pelters are given at least four to five chances before being booked under PSA. “If a same person lands in the police station more than three times, he is either a paid agent or a habitual stone pelter. We let him go. But if he continues to participate in stone pelting then we won’t let him go.  We will detain him and see how court deals with him,” he said.

He said they have received strong directions from the government to take concrete measures to ensure that stone pelting incidents don’t happen in the city after Darbar returns to Valley in May. 

A top police officer, wishing anonymity, told media that police has already started counseling programs in some areas to persuade youth to refrain from stone pelting. “We have succeeded to dissuade many youth from stone pelting. After keeping watch on them, we can say with surety that our counseling efforts are bearing fruits,” he said.

The official said the counseling is being done both—individually and group wise. “We first identify the youth, who are not paid agents but take part in stone pelting. Then they are being counseled and motivated to give-up stone pelting. On occasions, the counseling takes more than a week,” he said adding, “Counseling of more than one youth is also being carried out at a given time.”

IGP Kashmir range, Farooq Ahmad said the counseling of stone throwers has started yielding positive results. “It is proving to be a success. We are focusing on ‘paid stone pelters’. There are some youth who are being paid by various agencies to foment trouble. We don’t have problems with the youth in general,” he said. IGP said police will be cracking whip on the paid stone throwers.

IT JUST TOOK A TEARGAS SHELL TO PARALYZE YAWAR’S CHILDHOOD

Jan 14: With a bunch of spinach on her side, Naseema sits next to a stove frying cottage cheese. In a kitchen filled with copper and steel utensils hazy with the mist from cooking, she takes turns cutting spinach and frying cheese. In the other corner of this small ruggedly furnished kitchen, bedridden Yawar watches his mother.

Though Yawar Ibrahim comprehends all, yet his lips crave for words. He smiles but fails to yell. His arms and limbs stir, but is unable to rise up. Yawar is virtually paralyzed since past seven months when he was injured by a tear gas shell outside his residence in Maisuma. He was then a student of 8th class.

It was like any other day at Maisuma when Yawar lost his freedom amidst the frenzy of protestors, pelting of stones on a hot day of July, peal battle between the protestors and security forces; endangering innocent lives.

While Naseema was engaged in household work, Yawar had gone out to buy butter. “It was not much trouble at that time and shops were open. While Yawar went out, my younger daughter was peeping through the window of the upper storey,” revealed Naseema. Within no time, the situation grew tense and the fierce battle between the protestors and security forces began, hurting Yawar with a tear gas shell. 

Suddenly, Naseema jerked to hear her daughter shriek,” Yawar got injured, said Naseema,” I rushed to the road where people informed me that Yawar was taken to hospital.” Yawar was in coma for 17 days in SKIMS. He had received tear gas shell on left side of his head which had reached his brain. It was after the treatment of one month in SKIMS that Yawar was allowed to go home.

Nevertheless, Yawar has been rendered paralytic since. He can neither move nor talk. He is bed ridden since July 2009.He can only grasp things without being able to express. “We don’t know when he will get well .Doctors do express hope of his recovery but they are not sure,” said Naseema.

Yawar is the lone son of Naseema besides two daughters. Her miseries are augmented due to the poverty the family faces. “My husband is a labourer. How much can he earn? Yawar’s treatment costs too much. So we have to borrow money from people for his treatment,” informs Naseema.

Yawar’s family has not received any aid from government, even after making hard attempts. “The government has not given us a penny till now. My son is suffering for no fault of his. My husband has gone from pillar to post to get some aid from government but no avail. If we could get some help, we could take Yawar for better treatment. We are not able to consult good doctors for him as their consultation fee goes above Rs 200.”

Yawar’s elder sister, who was to appear for 10th standard exam, abandoned her studies to look after Yawar. She takes care of him while I keep doing other works, said Naseema. Dejectedly, Naseema is suffering from severe heart disease and needs immediate surgery while her husband wails with multiple ailments.

“But we just want Yawar to get well. I cannot see him like this. I want him back to school, to play and laugh like before,” said Naseema. While Naseema breaks into tears, Yawar feebly cries ‘ma’ which is the only word Yawar is now capable of speaking.

CRPF WANTS JK POLICE PROTECTION

Jan 4: In an awkward development for security establishment in Jammu and Kashmir, the Central Reserve Police Force posted in the valley has sought police protection for its men. The CRPF officials in the valley have been demanding that its personnel should be guarded by the local police while they shop for essential items and a proper security check of the area be done by them ahead of visit of any senior official of the Para-military force, official sources said.

The demand comes against the backdrop of an incident in which four CRPF personnel were gunned down on December 30 by militants while watching a cricket match, nine kilometers from Sopore town in North Kashmir. However, the CRPF spokesperson maintained that they were on road opening duty but the local police station did not agree with the CRPF version.

According to a report submitted to the state Home department, the state police said the CRPF personnel were taken off-guard and the Para-military personnel had not followed the required standard operating procedures. The militants after killing the CRPF personnel had the time to walk away with their service rifles.

Another incident brought forward by the CRPF was of stone pelting on the Special Director General N K Tripathi when he was on an unannounced visit to Sopore.

The police said Tripathi had come unannounced to the town and that too immediately after the Friday prayers when some youth pelted stones on security personnel. While the CRPF spokesperson said bullets were also fired at the cavalcade, the police refuted it saying no such incident took place. Rather Tripathi’s guards fired in the air after stones were pelted at his cavalcade, the state police said. 

The law and order situation had turned violent because of the “unprovoked firing” which was brought under control by local politicians and police officers. Tripathi, a 1974 batch IPS officer of Madhya Pradesh cadre, joined recently as Special Director General of CRPF and was posted in Jammu and Kashmir.

MORE PEOPLE BOOKED UNDER PSA IN 2009

Jan 3: More people were booked under Public Safety Act (PSA) last year than 2008. Three hundred persons were booked under the draconian law last year while the number was 267 in 2008. The figures prove the claims made by the NC regime a hoax that nobody would be booked under PSA. In the election rallies addressed by the then NC president and now chief minister Omar Abdullah announced that no one will be booked under PSA if his party was elected to rule the state. 

The number is higher than year 2008 despite the fact that year 2008 witnessed massive protests against the allotment of land to Amaranth Shrine Board and subsequent violence. The persons who were booked under the PSA are lodged in different jails of J&K and outside. 

Ironically many persons allegedly involved in stone pelting were booked under the PSA including a teenager of Nowhatta in Srinagar. A large number of separatists, mostly belonging to Syed Ali Shah Geelani’s Hurriyat Conference and its allies were booked under PSA. Masrat Aalam Bhat, chairman of Muslim League and constituent of Geelani-led Hurriyat was booked under PSA four times in the year 2009 and court quashed his PSA detention. 

Besides the Hurriyat leaders, some militants and militant sympathizers were booked under PSA and sent to different jails in the state outside. At the end of this year five drug peddlers were also booked under PSA by Srinagar police. The year 2008 witnessed all time high violence, and valley witnessed continuous protests for three-long months against allotment of land to Amaranth Shrine Board. There were firing upon the protestors and at least 60 persons were killed; however, PSA was not slapped on the people. Though there were arrests, however, they were released after some time. 

Pertinently Omar Abdullah even after assuming the charge of chief minister said that some of Hurriyat leaders languishing in jails will be released, however, no such leader was released and PSA is slapped on them time and again. Here it needs a mention that international human rights bodies have been demanding time and again a review of the PSA enacted in 1978 by Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah against timber smugglers and now used in anti-militancy operations. 

PSA falls short of the recognized norms of justice such as equality before law, the right of the accused to appear before a magistrate within 24 hours of arrest, a fair trial in public, access to counsel, cross-examination of the witnesses, appeal against conviction, protection from being tried under retrospective application of the law and many other such provisions. PSA was amended in 1990 to extend its operation beyond the state and the amendment, enabled the state machinery to keep detainees in jails outside the state.

MORE THAN 19000 ARRESTED UNDER TADA IN 17 YEARS
Jan 27: Nineteen thousands and sixty persons have been arrested under the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act (TADA) in 17 years from 1990-2007 in Kashmir. According to the police records, the largest numbers of such arrests have been made in 1992 with 2677 persons arrested under TADA substantive law, while least of the same were made in 2001, which recorded 92 such arrests. The number of arrests under TADA have witnessed declining trend from 1996 onwards.

In the year 1990, 2360 persons were arrested under TADA, in 1991, 2449 persons were detained under this law. In 1993, 2004 were arrested, 2126 in 1994, 2200 in 1995, in 1996, 475 persons were arrested. Two hundred and ninety four persons were arrested under TADA in 1997,457 persons in 1998, 417 persons in 1999, 322 persons in 2000, 92 persons in 2001, 165 persons in 2002, 607 persons in 2003, 453 persons in 2004, 726 in 2005, 874 in 2006 and 362 persons in 2007. 

Originally enacted in 1985, the act was amended in 1987 and made applicable to the state of Jammu and Kashmir shortly after its initial passage. It has been since widely used in Kashmir against persons suspected of links with militant groups and against persons who are perceived to be opponents of central government’s policy in the state. The act as amended authorizes the administrative detention without formal charges or trial up to one year. Under TADA anyone who knowingly facilitates commission of any disruptive activity or any act preparatory to a disruptive activity shall be punishable with imprisonment which shall not be less than three years in term but which may extend to the term of life time and shall also be liable to fine. 

Under TADA, a person may be detained upto one year prior to being charged. This lengthy periods of detention before trial however violates Article 9 of international covenant which provides that anyone arrested or detained under criminal charge shall be brought prominently before a judge or other officer authored by law to exercise judicial power and shall be entitled to trail within a reasonable time or to release”

Nevertheless, this black law has been used to perpetuate human rights violations in the valley since more than two decades now. “There is no doubt that it is a black law. Firstly, the victim can be detained without trial. Additionally, the police officer has the authority with regard to the statements of the victim which many a times are misleading,” said Advocate Gowhar.

He added that in TADA, the police officer records the statements of victims confession and the same statements are presented before the court which otherwise does not happen in other criminal cases. “Because of this, it is sometimes seen that there are inaccuracies and incoherence in the statements. These statements sometimes are different from the written statements of the victims, resulting in injustice,” Advocate Gowhar added.

MILITARIZATION

· TROOPS OCCUPATION TELLS UPON OFFICIAL WORK

Jan 5: Flying in the face of claims made by the Union Defense Ministry about the withdrawal of troops from government office, three government buildings in tehsil office complex Bandipora continue to remain under military occupation. The occupation of these buildings since 1989 has badly affected the work in the offices.

From 1989 to 1999, troopers of Bn 81 and 17 of BSF were occupying three official buildings in Tehsil office complex, from 1999 to 2008, Bn 11 and 51 of BSF occupied these structures and now the buildings are under CRPF. Two departments, Revenue and District Treasury, are crampled in the left out portion comprising of ten rooms.

“We are being forced to work in congested building. There is one Tehsildar, two Naib Tehsildars and one Treasury Officer working in nine rooms, which is not suitable for work,” said an officer wishing anonymity. 

There are hundreds of Patwaris of the revenue department who have been deprived of Patwar Khana by the troopers who have converted the structure into mess. As a result Patwaris are being forced to take shelter in rented private buildings away from their parent office which is badly affecting the official work.

“We were forcibly thrown out of Patwar Khana in 1989 when troopers occupied our office,” said a retired revenue official, adding, “It is essential for Patwari to work in close proximity with the Tehsildar.”

Besides the adverse effect on the official work, the visiting people and employees also complained of facing unnecessary hurdles at the hands of CRPF men.” The CRPF men in the tehsil office frisk people at the office entrance. It takes 10 to 20 minutes to enter the office,” said Zahoor Ahmad, a local resident.

“They have erected barricades and barbed wires on the approach road to the office, many a times causing injuries to the visitors,” he added.

Deputy Commissioner Bandipora, Muhammad Sharief Saud said,” The evacuation of troops is being considered by the government. We will inform the concerned camp to dismantle the wired barricades and not to harass the public.”

“I will meet the army officer of the concerned camp and will discuss the evacuation though it is not within my capacity,” the DC added.

· TROOPS TO VACATE GOVT, PVT. BUILDINGS: DGP

Jan 9: Director General of Police Kuldeep Khoda said that alternate accommodation to the troopers in lieu of government and private buildings was coming up at several places across the state. “Many more buildings under this programme are nearing completion and would be handed over to the security agencies shortly. By this way some more departmental and private buildings will be got vacated from the security forces,” he said while reviewing the housing facility for police and security forces here today. The buildings, according to DGP, are being constructed at Wurnhall, Devsar, Bahibagh in Islamabad district, Midora, Lasipora in Pulwama District and in Handwara.

 
Khoda said the departmental buildings got vacated so far include Old Court Building at Mehandikadal Islamabad, University Guest House at Hazratbal, Maulana Azad Memorial Stadium at Jammu, Hostel Building of Indian Institute of Hotel Management at Rajbagh, PHE Hut and School Building at Akingam, Departmental Buildings at Verinag, Larno, Batakote, Ashmuqam, Zirpara Bijbehara and Indoor Sports Stadium at Srinagar.  

 He said that during last two years, the department had constructed more than 500 buildings across the state. These include 6 administrative blocks, 4 district police offices, one sub-divisional police office, 9 district CID offices, 4 district telecom offices, 15 police station buildings, 7 police post buildings, 26 barrack accommodation for policemen, 200 residential quarters for lower subordinates, 200 residential quarters for upper subordinates, 3 SHO quarters, auditorium and battalion headquarters.  

· 20 YEARS ON, INDOOR STADIUM AWAITS VACATION BY TROOPS

Jan 17: Despite years of public resentment particularly from the sports fraternity, Valley’s sole indoor stadium at Hazuri Bagh continues to be under the occupation of the paramilitary troops. The players have a “limited access” to the complex. The troops’ presence not only irks the sportsmen, as per observers, it has also been detrimental for the state-of-the art infrastructure, which couldn’t be maintained properly.

The officials said the “full revamp” of the stadium –decayed in the past two decades –wasn’t possible unless troops vacate the venue. And while the government says the paramilitary CRPF have been asked to vacate, the latter says they haven’t received any such information as yet.

Since the onset of the armed resistance in the Valley in early ‘90s, the state government surrendered the control of the indoor stadium to house the troops. Presently, companies from the 25 Battalion stay there. Apart from being used for accommodation for the majority of troops in the Battalion, the stadium, as per the CRPF, serves as a store-cum-parking lot of armour vehicles. While during the ‘90s the stadium was completely under the control of the troops, in the past few years it was “partly” thrown open for gaming activities.

The Minister for Youth Services and Sports, RS Chib said the CRPF had been asked to vacate the venue at an earliest. “Even though they had already vacated the main complex and got housed in the annexe, the government asked them to vacate from there as well,” Chib told media. Giving details he said just two days ago, during a high level meeting the Chief Minister, Omar Abdullah asked the DGP to get the venue vacated. “Basically, even the indoor stadium in Jammu is under CRPF. And as per the honorable CM’s directions both the stadiums have to be vacated at an earliest,” the Minister added. 

 Pertinently, the stadium complex constructed in early ‘80s at the cost of nearly Rs 60 million has a seating capacity of 2500 odd spectators and a huge parking lot. But for now, as per sources, its centrally heating system has gone defunct while the flooring and the ceiling also need massive repairs.

 On January 18, the Deputy Inspector General of Police, Central Kashmir, Hemant Kumar Lohia, the CRPF have vacated from Valley’s sole Indoor Stadium at Hazuri Bagh and that the complex has been handed over to Directorate of Youth Services and Sports. The stadium had been under the occupation of the troops for the past over two decades.  The DIG said there were no on bunkers or CRPF frisking for visitors to the stadium from the Amar Singh College side.

 “The CRPF has vacated the place (the complex and the annexe) and they are only using the backyard as parking lot for their vehicles and that too shall be vacated soon,” the DIG told media.

· INDIAN ARMY ‘DIVERTS’ WATER CANAL IN BANDIPORE, LOCALS PROTEST

Jan 23: Accusing Indian Army of depriving irrigational facilities to many villages, scores of residents of Asham in North Kashmir’s Bandipora staged anti-Army demonstrations at Press Colony, Lal Chowk. Scores of villagers of Asham, Sonawari area of Bandipora district appeared at Press Colony, Lal Chowk and staged anti-Army demonstrations. Shouting slogans “We want justice,” the protesters charged Army of diverting the irrigation canal in the area. The Army’s move, protesters said, will turn thousands of Kanals of land infertile.

“Army wants to divert the water canal and built a runway for their planes. This is injustice,” Haji Ali Mohammad Bhat, a protester said. “Agriculture is the only source of income of the villagers. If the canal is diverted, our fields will turn infertile,” he added.

Ghulam Mohammad, another protester said that the Army occupies a large chunk of land in the area to build a warfare airport. He said the diversion of the canal by Army is aimed to force the people out of the area and to occupy the land. “Army occupies around 2500 kanals of land in the area. To grab more land from the villagers, they are diverting the water canal,” he added.

Urging Chief Minister, Omar Abdullah to intervene, Ghulam Mohammad said that the thousands of people of Asham and the adjoining villages will be rendered jobless by the Army’s decision to divert the canal.

IN BRIEF 

· SI SENT TO JUDICIAL CUSTODY

DOC ASSAULT CASE (Follow up)

Jan 1: The Chief Judicial Magistrate Budgam has sent the sub-inspector of Indian Reserve Police, who was arrested for allegedly assaulting a lady doctor, into judicial custody after police produced challan against the accused in the Court.

 The accused Ghulam Mustafa Chowdhary of 10th battalion IRP who was in inebriated condition assaulted the doctor at PHC Ompora.  Ghulam Mustafa was sent to the district hospital for examination, which revealed that he was allegedly drunk, police sources said. A case has been registered and the accused has been booked U/S 353 and 354 of Cr RPC. 

· SOPORE SAW MORE VIOLENCE IN 2009 

Jan 1: While the Director General of Police Kuldeep Khoda recently stated that the violence level in the State has fallen by 25 per cent, the apple town Sopore witnessed steep rise in the militancy incidents during 2009. At least nine cops, equal number of civilians and militants were killed in 55 militancy related incidents in 2009 as against 52 violent incidents in 2008. 

According to police statistics, 55 militancy related incidents took place in Sopore in 2009. “At least 15 grenade attacks were carried out targeting police and paramilitary forces in the apple town last year. During the militant attacks, nine police and paramilitary personnel were killed and 21 others injured.  At least nine militants and equal number of civilians were also killed during the period. 32 civilians and 21 policemen were also injured during the violence related incidents in 2009,” the police statistics reveal.

Deputy Commissioner Baramulla, Latief-u-Zaman Deva said there were security concerns in Sopore in the beginning of year. “In 2009, many bunkers were removed to ensure the hassle free movement of people at Hathi Shah Bridge and General Bus stand area. Besides Bomai camp was removed,” he said.
· CAMP LOCATION FRIGHTENS CHILDREN

Jan 7: About 45 children of Kupwara district took shelter in the children’s home run by State Government’s Social Welfare Department hoping for a peaceful life. But peace of mind eludes the children due to the presence of gun-wielding Border Security Force soldiers around the orphanage.

 The orphanage was shifted from Braripora to this newly constructed building in Handwara town two years ago. The children, majority of them orphans, are facing immense hardships due to the presence of BSF men as the troopers have occupied hundreds of kanals of land and several government buildings in the vicinity of the orphanage.

 “We share common gate with them and after 5 pm they don’t allow us to move out. Our relatives who come to meet us also face difficulties as the troopers snatch their identity cards and then allow them in. They should segregate the gates forthwith,” the children told media, adding that they were feeling insecure due to the presence of troopers here.

 “God forbid hell can break loose due to a single misfire,” they said, pointing to BSF men in adjoining building. The parents and guardians of the children also demand evacuation of BSF troopers from the area. “We regret why we sent our children here as fear always haunts us,” said Fayaz Ahmed, guardian of a child.

 An official in civil administration revealed that BSF men posted here were sitting idle as they have no work to do. “They have no operational engagement with police or army or ROP duty. They should have been on border. They have occupied hundreds of kanals for their personnel comfort,” he said.

· DESPITE HC ORDER, BAR TEAM NOT ALLOWED IN KOTBALWAL

WILL FILE CONTEMPT CASE AGAINST JAIL SP: QAYOOM

Jan 7: The High Court Bar Association decided to file a contempt case against Superintendent of Police, Kotbalwal Jail, and his deputy after being denied permission to meet the detainees despite High Court directions. The Bar was granted the permission on January 1. Talking to media, Bar President Mian Abdul Qayoom, who was heading the team, said the lawyers’ body condemns, what he described as, the high-handedness of SP Mirza Saleem Baig and his deputy, RS Jamwal.

 Qayoom said the SP told the team that all members can’t meet the detainees and only two lawyers would be allowed in. The Bar had got the permission to meet 379 persons lodged in the jail. “We wanted to know about the problems faced by them, the treatment they are receiving and the legal support they are being provided,” Qayoom said.

 “But the SP didn’t allow us despite being shown the court order. It is condemnable,” Qayoom said. Bar Vice-president Aijaz Bedar and two executive members, Rafiq Joo and Arshad Andrabi, were part of the team.

· LAL CHOWK TRADERS DEMAND CRPF CAMP SHIFTING

Jan 10: The trader’s community of City’s commercial hub–Lal Chowk called off their 3-day long strike after a meeting with government on shifting of bunkers from Palladium site and Amira Kadal Bridge. The market, comprising of some 1500 shops, will reopen on Jan 11, the traders said. “We have called off our strike on assurance by the government that the bunkers would be shifted” the association President, Mushtaq Ahmad said adding the government would announce in three days the timeframe for shifting of the bunkers.

Shopkeepers went on a strike on January 8, a day after the gun battle between the militants and police ended at Lal Chowk, to pressurize the government to shift the camp from there. “In past we made several appeals to the successive governments for shifting the camp, but no heed was paid. The shifting of the camp is in the larger public interest,” the shopkeepers said. 

Manzoor Ahmad, a shopkeeper who was present near the encounter site, said that he had come to see if everything in his shop was alright. ”We are panic stricken. Given the magnitude of the incident, it is no less than a miracle that we are alive,” he said.

On January 6, when the militants had attacked the CRPF camp before taking positions in the nearby hotel, most of the shopkeepers had left their shops open to save their lives.

A delegation of the Kashmir Traders and Manufacturers Association visited Lal Chowk and demanded relief and rehabilitation of the affected traders and shopkeepers.

· EIGHT MILITANTS, TWO CIVILIANS AMONG 15 KILLED SINCE JAN 1

Jan 14: Security agencies in J&K envisage a ‘busy’ 2010 as the year’s first two weeks have registered steep rise in militant violence. According to police record of past fortnight, at least 15 persons including eight militants, two civilians, a local cop and a trooper have been killed in intermittent gunfights across Kashmir. Two militants and troopers have been killed in the latest gunfight that took place in South Kashmir’s Kulgam district. Also, over past week unidentified gunmen have shot dead three former militants in different parts of Valley.

Police statistics shows violence graph in first two weeks of January increasing twofold as compared to the same period of corresponding year. In 2009, whole of January had recorded only six gunfights while as five bloody encounters have taken place in the first fifteen days of 2010.At least eight militants including the two assailants who fought the troops for 22 hours in the busy Lal Chowk area, triggering protests and demos for extended cordon and harsh restrictions.

Inspector General of police, Kashmir range, Farooq Ahmad said,” Yes there is a significant rise in militant violence. But this is due to rise in infiltration of militants from across the border. I think 2010 will be very busy year for us.”

· KASHMIRI STUDENT DETAINED AT OMAR’S PRESS MEET

Jan 16: A Kashmiri student, who turned up at the press conference of Jammu-Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah at Bhopal, was detained by the police, a senior police officer said. The student identified as Asif arrived at the venue with a local journalist, Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP), Bhopal, Adarsh Katiyar told media.

The SSP said he was detained on suspicion that he was not a journalist. He was a student of a local college. However, the local media person with whom he came to the venue told the police that since the student belong to Kashmir and he wanted to meet Abdullah, he came along with him to interact with the CM if the latter gave him an opportunity.

Police is verifying his antecedents and detained him in the Misrod Police station, the SSP added. The SSP said police would release him only after verifying his antecedents.

· CRPF ASSAULTS STUDENT AT MAISUMA

Jan 21: Paramilitary troopers allegedly beat to pulp an eighth standard student who was returning home from computer classes. Junaid Khan of Mandir Bagh was on way back to his home after finishing computer classes at Computer Trust of Kashmir (CTK) at Red Cross Road when CRPF personnel assaulted him.

“I was going home and all of a sudden I saw CRPF men chasing some youth. When I reached Gawkadal Bridge, CRPF personnel stopped me. Before I could say anything he started beating me with bamboo stick,” Junaid who was writhing in pain told media. Junaid said that he was beaten so much that he fell on the ground unconscious.

“I fell down unconscious,” he said adding he was saved by locality elders from the clutches of CRPF men. Khan was later taken to Bone and Joint Hospital where doctors attended him for swelling arm and injured left leg.

Shakeel Ahmad, his father said,” The X-ray of his arm showed a fracture. What was his fault? Last time a kid was also killed in a similar manner.” 

Meanwhile, CRPF spokesperson Prabhakar Tripathi said that the locality of Maisuma is “very fragile” and despite violent clashes every week, CRPF men try to maintain their cool while dealing with the situation.

· CREATION OF SOPORE POLICE DISTRICT WILL AID IN BETTER POLICING: DGP

Jan 21: The Director General of Police (DGP), Kuldeep Khoda has said that the creation of Sopore Police District will facilitate better policing in the area and go a long way to further improve the overall security scenario within its jurisdiction. He said that newly established district will start its functioning with immediate effect. Khoda issued instructions to provide all necessary facilities with regard to manpower, mobility, equipment and other allied requirements for its smooth functioning as Police District.   

The government accorded sanction for establishment of a separate Police District for Sopore. According to an order issued by the Home Department, the newly created Sopore Police District will be headquartered at Sopore and will have its jurisdiction over the Police Stations of Sopore, Dangiwacha and Panzula including their subordinate police posts. The newly created Police District will be headed by a Superintendent of Police and will function under the supervision of Deputy Inspector General of police (dig), north Kashmir range.

· PROTESTS AGAINST DESECRATION OF MUGHAL ERA MASJID
Jan 23: Following allegations by local residents that army was using a Mughal era Masjid under their occupation in Rajouri as store room; police has said the religious place was safe. Residents of Rajouri held strong protests against army and Government on Friday alleging that a historic Masjid was being used as store room by army in the army establishment near Rajouri town. Local religious leaders warned the State Government of ‘dire consequences’ if the sanctity of the Masjid was not restored within a week.

 The Masjid constructed by Mughals is located in what is now an army camp and has never been opened for prayers in the past six decades. The locals demanded immediate demilitarization of the Masjid.

 Talking to media, Senior Superintendent of Police Rajouri, Shafqat Ali Wattali said a police party has found the Masjid safe. “However, I have talked to higher army authorities and they have been told to maintain respect of all religious buildings with them,” he said.

· MORE POLICE STATIONS WILL BE ESTABLISHED IN SOPORE: DIG

Jan 25: DIG North Kashmir Abdul Qayoom Manhas said that police is not planning to set up more bunkers in the apple town but instead is contemplating to establish some more police stations in Sopore to ensure safety of people and their property. 

“We plan to upgrade the established police stations. Besides, we will set some new police stations to address the grievances of people,” Manhas told media. He said the increase in police strength in the apple town will help them to live up to the expectations of people. “Strengthening of police deployment will serve the better interests of people”.

DIG, however, denied that police has any intention to erect more bunkers in the town as was reported by this newspaper on Monday’s edition (Jan 25) while quoting him. Stating that the aim of declaring Sopore as independent police district was to address the grievances of people, Manhas said police will be manning the areas in the town to ensure security of the people and their property.

· BATAMALOO TENSE OVER ‘REMOVE BUNKER’ DEMAND

Jan 27: A day after CRPF personnel allegedly beat up some civilians in the area, the residents of Raek Chowk, Batamaloo staged demonstrations to demand removal of a CRPF bunker from the locality. Hundreds of residents of Raek-Chowk, Batamaloo took to roads and staged demonstrations. Raising pro-freedom, pro-Islamic and anti-CRPF slogans, they were demanding removal of CRPF bunker from the locality. “We are bearing the brunt of this bunker from a long time. It is now creating lot of problems for us and as such we want its removal” said a local, Ghulam Muhammad.

The CRPF bunker was established in the area during early nineties. “We resented a lot at that time as well. We protested against construction of the bunker,” said a septuagenarian shopkeeper, Ali Muhammad. He said the bunker should be removed from the area to allow hassle free movement of the people.

However, CRPF spokesperson Prabhakar Tripathi said the security scenario does not permit them to remove the bunker from the area. “The bunker has been constructed after proper security meeting of the authorities and is much needed in the area. The bunker is for the security of the people”. He refuted the allegations that CRPF personnel use excessive force to disperse protestors. 

· QAMARWARI TRADERS PROTEST AGAINST CRPF ‘VANDALISM’

DEMAND ACTION AGAINST ERRING PERSONNEL

Jan 27: The traders of Qamarwari staged protests against alleged looting and damaging of several shops in the area by CRPF personnel on Jan 25. The paramilitary men were allegedly drunk when they went berserk at main chowk Qamarwari. The protesters alleged that besides beating up shopkeepers, the troopers decamped with cash worth Rs 9800 from one of the shops.

“The CRPF men, without any provocation, went berserk on Monday evening (Jan 25). They not only damaged our shops, but also took away Rs 9800 cash from one Zahid Telecom,” said Abdul Rahim Phafu, president Qamarwari All Traders Union. He said that the troopers also poured hot oil on the legs of one fast food vendor, Muhammad Maqbool who suffered serious burn injuries.” After pouring the oil on his legs they cane charged him badly,” Phafu said.

Demanding immediate action against the CRPF men, Phafu said that Qamarwari Traders Union will go for indefinite strike if no action is taken against the erring personnel.” This is a peaceful area, but the troopers without any provocation harass us every now and again,” he added. Phafu said that the CRPF camp at Shah Cinema has become a threat to the traders and residents of the area.” The government should take immediate measures to remove the camp from the area,” he said.

Threatening to launch massive protests, Phafu said the Commandant of the camp should apologize to traders in public. “We also need assurance of security by Superintendent of Police and all this should be done in a week’s time,” he said. 

Meanwhile, SP North, Abdul Rashid has assured inquiry into the matter.” I met the delegation of traders and I have assured them that such incidents will not take place in future,” he said, adding that a robbery case has been also registered.

“Police is investigating the matter and has also deputed a police party at the chowk to check any such eventuality,” he added.

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

· INFILTRATION ON RISE AS JK NEARS NORMALCY: ANTONY

Jan 13: Day after his visit to Jammu & Kashmir, defence Minister A K Antony said the infiltration attempts from across the border were on the rise” as certain forces there were jittery over the return of normalcy in the state.”

“In 2009, violence in J&K came down, compared to 2008.At the same time attempts to infiltrate have gone up. It is a matter of serious concern to us,” Antony told media. He said there were more infiltration attempts as the state approached normalcy. 

· 700 MILITANTS WAITING TO INFILTRATE: ARMY

Jan 14: The Army chief General Deepak Kapoor said around 700 militants from Pakistan were waiting to infiltrate across the Line of Control (LoC), adding that cross-borders infiltration attempts into Jammu and Kashmir registered a relative increase in 2009.”Though mild violent incidents may have come down, the attempts of infiltration have gone up. The terror infrastructure across the LoC is very much intact and all-out efforts are being made to push inside as many infiltrators as possible to our side,”Kapoor said.


“In 2009, the infiltration was higher. While 57 people infiltrated in 2008, the number rose to 110 by Nov 30, 2009.This is only indicative of the fact that our neighbor is pushing in more infiltrators,” Kapoor added. FIDAYEEN MAY STRIKE JAN 26 FUNCTION: KHODA

‘RELATIVELY PEACEFUL 2009 SAW MORE INFILTRATION BIDS THAN 2008’

Jan 14: Stating that there was every possibility that militants might carry out suicide attacks to disrupt January 26 function, Director General of Police Kuldeep Khoda directed the police personnel to remain alert to thwart any militant attack on the eve of January 26.

Khoda said police has carved out a plan to disrupt possible militant attacks, especially Fidayeen attacks. “The mechanism helped us to foil the Lal Chowk Fidayeen attack,” he said.

The DGP said 2009 witnessed less violence as compared to 2008. “In 2009, less civilian killings took place. Fidayeen attacks and overall violence showed a dip compared to 2008.”

He said in 2008, 708 violent incidents took place while 499 violent incidents were registered in 2009. In 2008, 76 grenade attacks took place while in 2009, the number of grenade decreased to 56. Meanwhile, 31 IED explosions took place in 2008 while the number decreased to 23 in 2009. He said that while 349 militants were killed in 2008, the figure increased in 2009. However, the DGP added that 60 infiltration bids took place in 2008 which reached up to 110 in 2009. He said 13 SPOs were killed in various militant attacks in 2009.

· INFILTRATION BIDS FOILED: BSF

Jan 18: Paramilitary BSF claimed the BSF has foiled another infiltration bid by a group of militants in Tent Border Out post in Kanachak belt in Jammu region this morning. “Search operations have been launched to nab them,” he added.

The BSF official said, information from various agencies involved in security grid in the state has put the figure of infiltration attempts at 433 in 2009, which is 91 more than 2008.

As per the police figures, 342 infiltration attempts were made from the other side in 2008, while 2007 and 2006 reported 535 and 573 cases respectively.

· LEAST VIOLENCE IN 2009: GOVT

Jan 5: Jammu and Kashmir witnessed record lowest number of militant violence during the tenure of Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, who completed his one year in office. No suicide attack took place for the second consecutive year and the state recorded 386 killings - 79 civilians and 72 security men - in 2009, lowest in the past two decades, according to official data released by the state home department.

 The data shows that 2009 saw the least number of 79 civilian deaths in militant violence in the state in the past 20 years as also lowest number of 72 security personnel, including 11 policemen, 47 security men, 13 Special police officers (SPOs) and a Village Defence Committee (VDC) member were killed in 2009.

 “During 2009, the civilian killings have gone down by over 42 per cent as compared to 2008 while during this year, the militancy related incidents dropped by over 35 per cent,” Director General of Police Kuldeep Khoda told media.

 In 2008, there were a total of 708 militancy-related incidents, killing of 147 civilians and 85 security men, including 65 security force personnel and 10 policemen.  The figures reveal that 1995 saw the highest number of 5,946 militancy-related incidents in which 3,035 people, including 1,202 civilians, 237 security men and 1,596 militants were killed.

 Besides the December 30 militant attack in Sopore in which four CRPF personnel were killed, the year did not saw any major suicide attack on any security establishment or VVIP area. As many as 235 militants were killed by the police and security forces, maintaining a pressure on militants, who made frantic calls to their militant leadership to infiltrate more militants and send weapons and money, Khoda said.

 As per the police figures, 342 infiltration attempts were made by the militants from across the border in 2008, while 2007 and 2006 reported 535 and 573 such attempts respectively along LoC and International Border in Jammu and Kashmir
Khoda said measures have been taken by security forces to foil these bids and it is an area of concern at a time when violence has gone down in the state.

· WANT TO ENTRUST LAW AND ORDER TO POLICE: ANTONY
Jan 31: The government said its long-term aim in Kashmir was to entrust the responsibility of law and order to local police and bring normalcy there. “As far as policy is concerned, we are very clear. Our ultimate aim is to bring normalcy in Kashmir and entrust law and order to Kashmir police itself. The army can safely safeguard the border. That is our long-term aim,” Defence Minister A K Antony said.

 
Antony was replying to a question on whether the government will back out of its plan to move out troops from the valley as there has been a rise in violence in the last two months and cross-border infiltration has increased. The minister said the policy of the government was not ad-hoc and decisions are taken after careful considerations, after discussion with various stakeholders like the state government and the central agencies.

 
“We feel that at this moment... last few months, there is an attempt from enemies across the border for attempting more infiltration. But at the same time, on the whole, the situation in Kashmir is improving,” Antony said. He said by and large the law and order situation in Kashmir is now much better as compared to previous years and violence has come down.

· TROOPS MAINTAINING RESTRAINT: OMAR

Jan 31: Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said troops were given specific instructions by his government to take all precautions to avoid collateral damage during anti-militancy operations. At the same time, he said that despite a decline in militancy in the state, the troops were not complacent, giving the militants a run and restricting their movements.

“The militancy has dropped considerably and there is no need to panic. The intelligence apparatus is well in place and operations are carried out after specific inputs only,” Omar told media.

· JANUARY WITNESSED SHARP RISE IN INFILTRATION

Jan 31: The first month of this year has registered a sharp increase in infiltration bids from across the Line of Control (LoC) and International Border (IB) in Jammu and Kashmir.“There have been 25 infiltration attempts along the LoC and IB this month only. And we cannot say as yet how many militants were able to sneak in,” official sources on condition of anonymity told media. They said that there have been a total of five ceasefire violations of the LoC in the state and one of IB in the Jammu region. 

According to these sources, there were about 85 incidents of infiltration in 2009, which were higher than 50 in 2008. While the number of militancy-related incidents were coming down in the state, the casualty figures were still high. There were 485 incidents in 2009 that killed 85 civilians and 75 security personnel while there were 708 incidents killing 147 civilians and 85 security personnel in 2008. Nearly 238 militants were killed in 2009 and 340 in 2008. 

 
The highest number of 5,946 militancy-related incidents happened in 1995, the highest number of civilians, 1,424, were killed in 1996, the highest number of 485 security personnel were killed in 2000 and the highest number of 2,020 militants were killed in 2001. 

 The year 2009 witnessed least numbers of militancy-related incidents (485), least civilians killing (85), least security personnel killing (75) and least number of militants killed (238). 

REPORTED DISAPPEARANCE

· HANDWARA OBSERVES STRIKE 

Jan 16: Handwara town observed a strike in protest against disappearance of 32-year old man for past four days. Reports said shops and other business establishments remained closed. Transport was also off the roads. People also took to streets and held protest demonstrations, demanding whereabouts of Mohammad Yousuf Muchi son of Ghulam Mohammad Muchi of Handwara. The family members of Yousuf said that he was missing for past four days. As per family, Yousuf works as a sweeper. 

Police said it has registered a case of missing in this regard and investigations were on to trace him.

IED EXPLOSIONS

· IRP MAN KILLED IN BLAST 
Jan 5: An Indian Reserve Police constable was killed when an explosive device went off inside the premises of Joint Interrogation Centre Baramulla. Police sources said that at around 9:30 am, an explosive device went off in the compound of JIC at Kanthbagh area when a constable of 7th Battalion Indian Reserve Police, Ramesh Kumar was crushing pieces of coal to be used for heating purpose. The blast caused on spot death of the police constable.

The explosion was so intense that it ripped apart the window panes of several houses in the neighbourhood.
 “Initial investigations reveal that the explosive device was present in the heap of coal. When the constable was crushing it, the impact triggered the blast killing him on the spot,” DIG North Kashmir A Q Manhas told media. He said police have started investigations.

· MILITANTS BLOW UP BRIDGE IN TRAL, DSP AMONG 6 INJURED

Jan 19: Militants made an abortive attempt to blow up a police vehicle at Tral in South Kashmir’s Pulwama district on Jan 18. At least six policemen including a Dy SP were injured in the powerful explosion triggered by Hizbul Mujahideen militants. Police said militants detonated the explosive device when DSP Awantipora Amardeep Singh and SHO Police Station Tral, Javaid Ahmad were returning to their homes after attending a function at Awantipora. 

Police said IED was planted by militants beneath the bridge. “The preliminary investigations suggest that it was triggered by a remote control device,” they said.

SP Awantipora Bashir Ahmad Khan told media that six policemen were injured in the explosion and all of them were hospitalized immediately after the blast. The injured cops were identified as Farooq Khatana, Devender Kumar, SPO Satpal Singh and Ramesh Chander.

.

SUICIDE BY TROOPERS
· JAWAN SHOOTS SELF AT KALUCHAK

Jan 20: An army Jawan allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle in Kaluchak area in city outskirts of winter capital. Police said,"Hawaldar Nand Kishore of Army’s 9 Corps shot himself with his INSAS rifle this morning at around 8.30 AM when he was on duty at his 6003 EME unit in Kaluchak area." On hearing a gunshot, his colleagues rushed to the spot and found him lying in a pool of blood.

"He fired a single shot below his chin and he died on the spot while no suicide note was recovered from him," police said. The body has been sent for a post-mortem and a case under section 174 CrPc registered. Army has ordered court of inquiry into the incident.

KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF JAN -2010

	  DATE
	SOLDIERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	Jan 01
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 02
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 03
	-
	-
	-
	1(Unidentified dead body)

	Jan 04
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 05
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 06
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 07
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Jan 08
	-
	2
	-
	1(Former Militant)

	Jan 09
	-
	-
	1
	1(Former Militant)

	Jan 10
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Jan 11
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 12
	-
	1
	-
	1(Former Militant)

	Jan 13
	1
	2
	-
	-

	Jan 14
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 15
	1
	-
	1
	1(Unidentified dead body)

	Jan 16
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 17
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Jan 18
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 19
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Jan 20
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 21
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 22
	-
	1
	1
	-

	Jan 23
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Jan 24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 25
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 26
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 27
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 28
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 29
	2
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 30
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 31
	-
	-
	1
	-

	TOTAL
	7
	12
	6
	5

	                                                                                          IN TOTO
	30 Killings

	Date
	Custodial and Extra judicial Killings
	Women Killed
	Children Killed
	Alleged Disappearances

	9 Jan 2010
	-
	-
	1
	-

	16 Jan 2010
	-
	-
	-
	1

	31 Jan 2010
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Total
	0
	0
	2
	1



ENQUIRIES ORDERED IN THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2010

	Date 
	Nature of incident 
	Name of Victim (s) 
	Agency involved 
	Probe order by 
	Remarks  

	Jan 7
	Journalist fired 
	Amaan Farooq, a photojournalist with a local English daily Greater Kashmir
	State Police 
	Jan 8: Inspector General of Police, Kashmir, Farooq Ahmad said police has ordered an inquiry into the shooting incident. “DIG would conduct the inquiry,” he said.
	             -

	Jan 22
	Firing on protesters 
	Manzoor Ahmed Sofi

R/o: Ikhwanpora village of Pattan
	10th BN Indian Reserve Police
	On Jan 22-Deputy Commissioner Baramulla, Lateef-ul-Zaman Deva said an inquiry has been ordered.

-IGP Kashmir Range Farooq Ahmad said we have registered a case and initiated an inquiry. 
	              -

	Jan 23 
	Human Shield 
	Mushtaq Ahmed Mir, 32, 

S/o: Ghulam Ahmad 

Ahmad Mir, 

R/o: Kalampora-Shadimarg Pulwama district 
	44 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) and Special Operation Group (SOG)
	On Jan 24 Inspector General of Police, Farooq Ahmad ordered and enquiry Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Pulwama is supervising it.

An FIR No 14/2010 under section 302 RPC
	Jan 24 Station House officer Rajpora has been attached for not accompanying the army and the SOG during the search operation


CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS

Jan 1: At least five civilians were injured, one of them critically, and several vehicles were damaged in clashes between police and protesters. Police fired scores of tear smoke shells and rubber bullets to disperse the protesters. Five protesters were injured in the police action, one of them seriously, as a teargas shell hit his head. He was shifted to the district hospital wherefrom he was referred to Srinagar hospital in a critical condition. He has been identified as Ghulam Jeelani Bangi (17) of old town’s Ganai Hamam locality. The youth were protesting the alleged harassment by the CRPF troopers in the aftermath of the recent militant attack on Dec 30 in which four of their men were killed. 

Jan 2: Two paramilitary Border Security Force troopers were injured when militants shot at them at Soura on the city outskirts. The injured have been identified as head constable Saif-ud-Din Ahmad and Darminder Singh of 75 battalion and 26 battalion BSF.

Jan 3: The police found an unidentified dead body at Karan Nagar locality of the City. The body of the male, approximately aged 30 was found lying on the main road near Shah Complex. There was no visible injury marks on the body, a case has been registered and investigation is on.  

Jan 4: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Jan 5: An Indian Reserve Police constable of 7th Battalion was killed when an explosive device went off inside the premises of Joint Interrogation Centre Baramulla. The deceased has been identified as Ramesh Kumar.

Jan 6: A police man was killed and six security and police personnel were injured in a Fidayeen attack in the heart of the city at Lal Chowk.Twenty others including three women, a child and a photo journalist sustained injuries amid bursting of grenades and exchange of fire. The slain policeman has been identified as Mohammad Yousuf. He was driving vehicle of SHO Maisuma.

Jan 7: Two militants and a civilian were killed and at least 30 others were injured in an encounter at Lal Chowk.The slain militants have been identified as Manzoor alias Usmaan of Sopore and Abdul Karim alias Qari of Pakistan.
Jan 8: Two Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) militants were killed in an encounter at Andrusa village in Khrew Pulwama.The slain militants have been identified as Muhammad Altaf Mir of Owanipora, Awantipora and Zahoor Ahmad Mir of Armullah, Pulwama.Meanwhile,unidentified gunmen shot dead a former militant, Bilal Ahmad Chaproo,son of Muhammad Sultan Chaproo in Sopore area. In another incident, 10 persons were injured in clashes between troopers and protesters in Srinagar; a teenager was critically injured when paramilitary CRPF troopers allegedly shot at him near Palladium Chowk. The injured boy has been identified as Inayat Khan Son of Muhammad Amin of Sulaiman Teng, Dalgate.

Jan 9: A teenager identified as Inayat Khan, 16 who was allegedly shot at by the paramilitary CRPF troopers in the city centre on Jan 8, succumbed to his injuries at Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences. Meanwhile, unidentified gunmen shot dead a former militant and critically injured a youth accompanying him at Quimu, Kulgam. The deceased has been identified as Gulzar Ahmad son of Jalaludin Dar and the injured has been identified as Sameer Ahmad Bhat. Police have lodged an FIR 07/2010 under section 307 and started investigations.

Jan 10: Two militants including a deputy divisional commander of Hizbul Mujahideen Pir Panjal range were killed and two force personnel, including a Junior Commissioned Officer (JCO) of army identified as Ajay Kumar and a Special Police Officer (SPO) Raj Singh, were wounded in an encounter in Reasi district. The slain Hizb commander has been identified as Irfan Mushtaq. 

Jan 11: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Jan 12: Abdul Lateef Malik, 55, son of Mohammad Hussain Malik of village Boinar Kalaroos, Kupwara was killed under mysterious circumstances. His mutilated body was found lying on the ground. A bullet had pierced his left leg and his right hand was burnt. The family of the deceased alleges that he was killed in custody by troopers. Lateef was a released militant. Meanwhile, police claimed to have killed a Hizbul Mujahideen militant in Pulwama district. The slain militant has been identified as Reyaz Ahmad. SSP said he was involved in killing of five civilians including a woman of Kellar, Shiraza.  

Jan 13: Two Hizbul Mujahideen militants and army man were killed and two policemen injured in a fierce gun battle at Damhal Hanjipora in Kulgam district. The slain militants have been identified as Amjad Ali alias Adil and Khadim Hussain both of them hailed from Rajouri district. 

Jan 14: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley. 
Jan 15: A Policeman and a civilian were killed and five others including three cops injured after suspected militants attacked police Station Sopore with a grenade and gunfire. The deceased have been identified as Constable Nazir Ahmad of Dardpora Kupwara and Parvaiz Ahmad Hajjam of Hajam Arampora, Sopore.The injured cops were identified as driver Ghulam Nabi Bhat, Constable Mohammad Shaban and Constable Mohammad Amin. Meanwhile, an unidentified male body was found at Gankhan New Zaina Kadal, Srinagar. Inquest proceedings under section 174 CrPc have been initiated in this regard.

Jan 16: Around 14 people were injured when police baton charged the demonstrators and used teargas shells against the protesters in Sopore. People were protesting against the alleged atrocities by security men and cops after yesterday's militant attack in town.

Jan 17: Paramilitary BSF claimed that it killed a militant near the Chowni border out post in Arnia sub-Sector in RS Pura. Meanwhile, a Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) militant was killed in an encounter with troops at Mendhar in Poonch district. Meanwhile, protest demonstrations were held in some parts of old city and Sopore. Police used force to disperse the demonstrators. Nearly 25 persons were injured in the subsequent clashes. The demonstrations were held in protest against the alleged atrocities of police and CRPF during the last few days.

Jan 18: Militants made an abortive attempt to blow up a police vehicle at Tral in South Kashmir’s Pulwama district. At least six policemen including a DySP were injured in the powerful explosion triggered by Hizbul Mujahideen militants. The incident took place at Badikol area of Tral, where a bridge made of iron-bars was constructed to connect Tral with adjoining villages. The injured cops were identified as Farooq Khatana, Devender Kumar, SPO Satpal Singh and Ramesh Chander. Meanwhile, at least eight persons were wounded when police fired rubber bullets and tear gas shells at pro-freedom protesters in Sopore town.

Jan 19: 32-year old laborer Manzoor Ahmad Bhat son of Ghulam Nabi of Sopore succumbed to injuries he sustained during troops firing on protest demonstration in June 2009. Manzoor was hit by a bullet fired by troopers to quell a protest demonstration in Baramulla town on June 19, 2009. The bullet damaged his spinal cord and he remained paralyzed for about six months. Meanwhile, in another incident, a Special Police Officer (SPO) Muzaffar Ahmad was injured when militants traveling in a Srinagar-bound minibus opened fire at a police party at Sangam on Srinagar-Jammu highway in south Kashmir’s Islamabad district, police said.

Jan 20: A scrap dealer and his nephew were wounded in an explosion in Kupwara district. Ghulam Hassan Peer and his nephew Museeb Peer both residents of Chowkibal sustained critical injuries when a shell went off at Ridi. Ghulam Hassan used to collect the scrap from Chowkibal and its adjoining areas. Meanwhile, an army Jawan allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle in Kaluchak area in city outskirts of winter capital. The deceased has been identified as Hawaldar Nand Kishore of Army’s 9 Corps.

Jan 21:  No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Jan 22: A Civilian identified as Manzoor Ahmad Sofi of Parihaspora Pattan was killed when IRP men opened indiscriminate fire on the protesters at Parihaspora Pattan. The people were protesting against the encroachment of a road leading to the shrine of Shams-ud-din Iraqi (RA) by IRP. Meanwhile, a group commander of Hizbul Mujahideen identified as Tariq Ahmad Lone alias Azhar son of Muhammad Munawwar Lone of Qadarna (Marwah) has been killed in an encounter with Kishtwar police and 11 Rashtriya Rifles.

Jan 23: A civilian identified as Mushtaq Ahmad Mir, 32 son of Ghulam Muhammad Mir of Kalampora-Shadimarg was killed by troopers of 44 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) and Special Operation Group (SOG).He was used as a human shield during a security operation.

Jan 24: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Jan 25: Two persons including a policeman sustained injuries after the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel allegedly beat up shopkeepers at Qamarwari area of the city for keeping their shops open till late evening a day ahead of the Republic day celebrations. The injured Policeman has been identified as Ghulam Nabi and street vendor has been identified as Mohammad Maqbool.

Jan 26: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Jan 27: A policeman was wounded while Station House Officer (SHO) had a narrow escape when militants hurled a grenade towards a police Gypsy in Ganderbal district. The injured police constable has been identified as Rashid Ahmad Qayoom, belt no Gbl-201.

Jan 28: Unidentified gunmen shot at and wounded a CPI (M) worker and his relative in south Kashmir’s Kulgam district. The injured have been identified as CPI (M) worker, Muhammad Ismail Lone, and his nephew Gulzar Ahmed.

Jan 29: At least two troopers were killed when militants ambushed an army patrol in Kishtwar district. The deceased have been identified as Lance Nayak, Jagdish Raj of 11 RR and Raj Kumar of 159 Territorial Army.
Jan 30: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Jan 31: A teenager was killed when police fired a teargas shell at him in old city. The deceased has been identified as Wamiq Farooq Wani, 14, son of Farooq Ahmad Wani of Chana Mohalla, Rainawari.

 
INAYAT'S KILLING SPURS DEMAND FOR CHILD RIGHTS PANEL


Jan 15: Reacting strongly to the recent killing of Inayat Khan (16) of Dalgate area, the child rights organizations and Civil Society groups demanded setting up of a Child Rights Commission for the State and repeal of the special powers providing impunity to the police and troopers.


Talking to media, State Programme Manager of the international child rights organization - Save the Children - Sharief Ahmed said: “The children here have nobody to advocate their problems. Nobody is here to report the issue of injustice. There is an intense need of a Child Rights Commission and Integrated Child Protection Programme for the State.”


Urging the Government to take steps in this regard, he said the NGOs and Civil Society groups can act as bridges. Inayat,  who was allegedly shot at by the CRPF on Jan 8 while returning from coaching classes, and succumbed to injuries a day later, sparking protests across the city.


Pointing at another aspect of the issue, Patron, Coalition of Civil Society, Advocate Parvez Imroz said: “The core issue is the use of disproportionate use of force by the police and troopers. There is no accountability here and every commoner or civilian is a potential target for them.”


Disappointed over non-availability of a proper legal course for seeking justice, Imroz said “we could lodge a proper FIR but police and troopers are themselves a party. The special powers, providing impunity to the police and troopers, is the basic problem and must be repealed immediately.”


Imroz informed that Section 7 of Armed Forces Special Powers Act and Section 197 of CRPC provides impunity to the forces. “Even if anybody wants to lodge a complaint, he has to first seek permission from the Government. How can we expect justice in such a scenario?”


In July 2005, three youth were killed by the troopers while playing cricket in Bagergund, Trehgam. In May 2006, sixteen school children and a teacher drowned in a Navy boat in Wullar while a student of Amar Singh College was shot at Dalgate the same year. “It is a unique place where at least five youth died of tear smoke canisters in 2008 alone. Anything can happen here. Besides, on moral grounds, the system here has no will to question the forces on ground,” said Imroz.


Terming the CRPF and police action as frustration, Professor in Law Faculty, Kashmir University Dr Sheikh Showkat Hussain said: “They are a frustrated lot and attack anybody, irrespective of being involved in any protest or not.”


Condemning the killing of Inayat, chairman, All J&K Students Federation, Wasim Shah said, "Whenever there is uncertainty here, students and youth face the brunt and fall victims. From harassment to torture, from disappearance to killings, the youth are at the receiving end.”
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WOMEN - CHILDREN KILLED


Jan 9: Inayat Khan,16, who was allegedly shot at by the paramilitary CRPF troopers in the city centre on Jan 8, succumbed to his injuries at Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences. 





Jan 31: A teenager was killed when police fired a teargas shell at him in old city. The deceased has been identified as Wamiq Farooq Wani, 14, son of Farooq Ahmad Wani of Chana Mohalla, Rainawari.
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MEDIAMEN PROTEST AGAINST ARMY AT POONCH


Jan 7: Accusing the army of not allowing the media men to perform their professional duties, journalists associated with different newspapers and news channels held a protest demonstration against troops in Rajouri. The journalists said the troops always create hurdles on one pretext or the other wherever they go. Speaking to media, the spokesperson of Poonch Press Association, Ramesh Bali, said the media persons held a protest demonstration against 93 Infantry Brigade of army stationed at Poonch for their misbehavior with the media persons.


 Bali said the tension erupted between media persons and army on Jan 6 when the journalists wanted to cover the cross-LoC traders’ meet at Chakan Da Bag crossing point but they were not allowed by the army authorities. “Whenever they need coverage for their own interest the army authorities lift us from our residences with all facilities but when we go for the common interest news the army authorities always create hurdles in our way,” said Bali.


 “Now we have decided not to cover or attend any function or programme organized by 93 Infantry Brigade, he said.  He said media persons working in frontier areas like Poonch and Rajouri were facing a lot of problems while discharging their professional duties due to the ‘non-cooperative’ attitude of the army. He appealed the state and national press bodies to take up the matter with the higher-ups of army.
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