MISSION IMPOSSIBLE

The Informative Missive (IM) resumed its publication in 2001, after a gap of 3 years, with the purpose to report human rights situation in J&K. IM is the only human rights dossier being published regularly in J&K from last 10 years. Since eruption of armed conflict lot of initiatives for documentation of human rights situation were taken by different organizations and reportages were made, but not of human rights standard. Only some major incidents like massacre, rapes were part of their reportage but with the passage of time, due to indescribable reasons, the publications were stopped.    

The mandate of IM is to document maximum cases of human rights violations on monthly basis. In addition to it, documentation of human rights related political statements and data to enrich the dossier. To provide standard information, field studies, interview of victims and legal awareness has been the priority of the dossier. It is not being done with that perfection, as we had hoped for, but still its continuation and survival in itself is a success so far keeping in view the problems we are facing from the state agencies. The only regret we have, why too late? It should have been started with the inception of the armed insurgency countered by systematic and institutional repression let loose on entire populace and also restricted it to limited pages. It ought to have full human rights reportage. The need is of a full-fledged team of researchers, who could have documented every case independently, as we have to reproduce selective material from the newspapers, which makes us uncomfortable. We have many a times found glaring contradictions in media reportage of a same incident by two different newspapers. The newspapers are interested only in news and not on the standard reportage through the human rights point of view. And also because newspapers are publishing events in line with their policies bereft of neutral and independent viewpoint. 

The current documentation by the IM may be boring but important as documentation of history is being made. We believe and are convinced that for future historians and researchers, it would be an important reference material. Past is necessary for shaping the future. It is memory versus forgetfulness. Nation who have forgotten their past wrongs are condemn to repeat it. Though, there has been reporting / researches but only limited to high-profile cases, which different organizations have reported. The important and difficult thing is to document average human rights violations which are rampant and least covered by the media like torture, student killings, fratricide of Indian soldiers, the contradictory political statements and by compiling them to give an insight to people here and outside about the different patterns operating here. 

We have limitations, as we are not NGO or “project walas” with huge funding at our disposal from funding agencies, as it is not possible by a voluntary initiative but hostage of our commitment to do things others hesitate to do. As goes Che Guevara’s inspirational saying, “We are realistic, we dream the impossible”. We believe one has to demonstrate grace under pressure, as the culture of impunity is prevalent and culture of voluntary work is missing. We are endeavoring hard to introduce the culture of voluntary work. We have been continuing IM, despite many indescrible impediments from state and paradoxically from victims also who are not cooperating in our mission and question our mission. Following questions we often used to hear: What happens then? How are you benefited? Who is paying you? 

The other major challenge is since the violations are widespread and one cannot conduct research study in every case on monthly basis. Now it has been over two decades of conflict, every village of Kashmir is holding different grotesque and horrible experiences which reporters / researchers find difficult to document or record. If the researcher visit a village for inquiring a particular incident several other stories he comes across which has not even being reported in the media and not even have become the part of statistics to which the underdog community in far-flung areas have been reduced.  Lot of stories have got buried with the death of victim and their legal heirs are content with the end of the chapter. It is impossible for one researcher whose priority is to collect information on monthly incidents. There are problems for documentation for instance this year (June to September) 118 deaths of youth took place in police and CRPF firing, which cannot be reported in this small dossier. To document huge and frequent human rights violations, a separate booklet is required, which definitely will be interesting issue for NGOs. There are reportage in high-profile cases which drew valley wide attention, while as, the routine human rights situation equally important seldom get covered and without professional touch. Notwithstanding, the limitations, we are committed to highlight what we could, as something is better than nothing. We are proud of one thing that we have not stopped the Missive and the journey goes on. The baby is to be nourished, as it is necessary and need of the hour. We can’t expect angels to descend from heavens for documentation. We do not want to be remembered as according to a Turkish poet “what have we not done for our country, some of us died and some of us give speeches”. We have to make efforts to make some difference. Unfortunately, the conflict is likely to continue and it seems there is no end of the tunnel, so record compilation becomes mandatory and to pass it to the future generations. If we cannot provide justice to future generations during our lifetime, let them themselves deal with the past and decide what to do. Forget or seek justice. We don’t want to be an accused in the dock of history like our previous generation. Hitherto, we are committed not to fail unlike our predecessors, who have failed us, as they have kept no record of incidents like 1947 pogrom or 1953 massacre or Dogra regime atrocities or cruelty of feudal system. We want to do what is required on our part and we will continue to do it.   
TEARSMOKE SHELL RENDERS TEENAGER PARALYZED WITH NO HOPE OF RECOVERY 
Life has turned meaningless for Amir Shafi, 18, son of Late Mohammad Shafi, a 10th class student of Nowhamam, Sopore, Baramulla. Amir, the lone child of her mother has become speechless and motionless from April 30, 2010 after a teargas shell, fired by a joint group of police and paramilitary troopers, struck on his head at Sopore, Chowk. Since then, Amir’s stepfather, Mohammad Ashraf by his strong endeavors succeeded in keeping him alive but has failed in regaining his speech and motion back. 

Despite economically weak, Amir’s family have left no stone unturned in saving his life. So far, the family has spent around Rs. 1 lack on his treatment but still there is no hope of his recovery from disorders caused due to his brain injury by tear smoke shell.

A researcher of The Informative Missive visited the victim family and talked to its members and also had some speechless expressions and demonstrations from the victim.

Mohammad Ashraf, stepfather of Amir stated, “Police ruined my son’s life. Neither he was a terrorist nor a criminal but a 10th class student. Apart from acquiring education, he was a part-time salesman with a local hosiery store situated near Sopore Chowk. On the fateful day of April 30, in the afternoon, Amir while returning home from his workplace, when reached at Jamia Qadeem Bridge, was caught up in clashes between troopers and youth. There a tear gas shell was fired at him by a joint group of CRPF and Police personnel.”

Ashraf added, “While chasing away youth, cops spotted my Amir and fired a tear smoke shell over him, which hit him on left side of his head. The group of police personnel was headed by the SHO Police Station, Sopore namely Aftab. Immediately, he fell down on the road and bled profusely. Few minutes later, he was moved to Sub-district hospital, Sopore by some locals. As his conditions were critical, he was referred to Sher Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS), Soura, Srinagar. In SKIMS, he was immediately operated upon. After medical examination doctors found that his brain has severely damaged. Due to extensive brain injury, he became paralyzed and lost his speech. After first surgery he was shifted into ICU, there he was kept on ventilator for 13 days till he came out of Coma. Consecutively, for more than two months he remained in SKIMS. Since the incident many months have passed but there are no signs of his recovery. He is still paralyzed and not able to speak a single word.”

The victim family grieved that they spent huge sum of money over Amir’s treatment but there is no improvement in his condition. They also complained that no body from administration supported in his treatment. The only support the family received was by a local NGO, Help Poor Voluntary Trust.

“Amir was already dejected by his father’s death, who died in an accident. I adopted him after his mother re-married me. For many years, after his father’s death, there was no one to support him. Then he started to work as a part-time salesman apart from acquiring studies. By his small earnings, he was able to support his mother and fulfilling his educational needs. Despite his mother’s re-marriage to me, he continued his part-time job. He was an intelligent student and a hard working boy. Now life turned worthless for him. I am anxious about his future, how will he carry on with his life,” groused Mohammad Ashraf.

Amir’s family stated that he is to be taken outside Kashmir for further treatment but they have no money to do so. The stepfather is apprehensive about the fate of Amir. 

“I am waiting for the day when my son would go to school again and would speak like other boys. I am so poor and not able to arrange money for his treatment. Is there any one who can see Amir’s condition and notice our awful life?” concluded Mohammad Ashraf.       

FEETLESS TORTURE VICTIM SHOT DEAD BY UNKNOWN GUNMEN
Family of Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, 55, son of Abdul Jabbar Bhat of Rebbon, Rafiabad, Sopore, is still waiting for elusive justice against his torture and subsequent killing. Bhat, an Imam (priest) by profession, was first arrested on November 3, 1991 by Rajput Rifles then camped at Panzgam camp. Army kept him in custody for 8 months, during which he was tortured ruthlessly, and was released feetless. Both of his feet had been chopped off during torture.

After few years of his torture and amputation, he was shot dead by some unidentified gunmen outside his house. According to victim’s family, neither Bhat’s torture case was investigated nor perpetrators of his murder were brought to justice.

A team of Public Commission on Human Rights visited Bhat’s family and talked to its members including his children.

Mohammad Abdullah Bhat, elder brother of Ghulam Mohammad stated, “On November 3, 1991, my brother had gone to his relative’s house at Lorihama village of Tehsil Sopore. During his stay in the village, Army’s Rajput Rifles of Panzgam, Kupwara had laid a crackdown of the village. During an identification parade they had arrested my brother. They took him under a Chinar tree, planted near a Shrine. There army troopers started tortured him. They plucked his beard and burnt it on kerosene stove. They also scorched his feet over a stove and kept on beating him. Following severe burning, they trampled over his feet with boots till his bones got exposed. Subsequently, after more than an hour torture, he had been bundled in a vehicle and was taken to Rajput Rifles camp at Keegam, Kupwara.”

Abdullah added, “He was half-dead, when bundled into an army vehicle. Army did not affirm the cause of his arrest. Following his arrest, next day, we along with some venerable persons of Rebban visited Keegam camp and requested army for his release. The troopers did acknowledge his arrest but reused to release him. Thereafter, for 8 consecutive months we had no knowledge of his whereabouts.  Then with the help of a local human rights lawyers group headed by Mr. G. N. Hagroo, we sought the intervention of J&K High Court vide petition No. HC-No. 944/91/CMP/321. After few months’ consistent legal efforts, we came to know about his location. He was lodged in hospital of Badami Bagh Cantonment (BB Cant.), Srinagar. Both of his foot had been amputated. On asking army about the reasons of his amputation, they informed us that his feet had developed acute infection and amputation was done to prevent infection from spreading”.
The victim family complained that army failed to prove its allegation they had leveled against Ghulam Mohammad. The family also termed his detention followed by torture as illegal and without any incriminating ground. 
“When we learnt about his detention at BB Cant. Srinagar, we intensified our efforts and by the intervention of High Court his release was ensured. After his release, Ghulam Mohammad unfolds shocking details how his feet were severely burnt during torture in Lorihama village. He also told us that he was denied of any sort of medical attention in both Keegam and Panzgam camps, where he was lodged for most of his detention period. Even at BB Cant hospital, with advance medical technology, army authorities had not treated him properly in line with the standards of the hospital,” Mohammad Abdullah grumbled.
According to the victim family, after losing both feet, Ghulam Mohammad Bhat took help of crutches for walking. Torture had rendered him completely handicapped and he remained confined in his house for a long time. Then on the suggestions of orthopedists, the family had purchased prostrate legs for him. With the help of prostrate and crutches support he had been able to walk though struggling. 

Feroz Ahmad, Bhat’s elder son stated, “After few years of army’s brutal torture, on June 19, 1994, some unidentified gunmen shot dead my father at Noor Bagh, Sopore near Cooperative Society. He was fired when he was on a Tonga (horse-cart) heading towards Sopore for some work. The bullets were fired from point blank range in full public glare at 8 am. He had died on the spot. The killers took no time to flee the spot.” 

He added, “His life was already crippled due to grave torture but still the cruel perpetrators did not leave him alive and ended his existence forever. At that time, apart from my mother, I had two brothers and one sister. We all were minors and in the family there was no one to earn for us. After father’s killing, we were badly struck by the poverty. The domestic pressures forced me to quit my studies and I took hard labour as a mean to support my family.”
“My father was neither a militant nor associated with any political party. He was innocent and the most venerable person of the village. He was working an Imam in village mosque and was also running a Darsgah (religious school). We are yet to unfold the mystery behind his torture by army and subsequent killing by unidentified gunmen,” grumbled Feroz.     

The family added that on the recommendation of State Human Rights Commission, an ex-gratia relief to the tune of rupees 1 lakh was given to them. And also a job under SRO-43’s Compassionate Employment Scheme was given to deceased’s younger son. 
DAR FAMILY SUFFERED KILLING, TORTURE, DISAPPEARANCE AND DETENTION UNDER PSA

Family of late Ghulam Ahamd Dar, living in outskirts of Pampore area at Nagbal, Ladhoo, about 18 kms from Srinagar, in south district Pulwama has gone through many tragedies. Ghulam Ahmad, who passed away in 1998, had four sons and now only two are surviving. His elder son Mohammad Yaseen Dar, who was district Commander of Al-Umar Mujahideen in early 90’s, was killed in an encounter with army in his native village on February 12, 1995. His second son Abdul Majeed Dar has been tortured 83 times and served a detention of 18 months under PSA in 1993. Moreover, Dar’s third son Mohammad Yousuf had been arrested in 1995 and was tortured severely during his one-week detention. After his release Mohammad Yousuf was indiscriminately fired upon twice by some local gunmen, due to which he had to migrate from village for four years and joined Ikhwan. Dar’s younger son, Mohammad Maqbool, had been arrested by BSF in 1992 and had been tortured severely during his one-and-a-half month detention. Lastly, in the month of April or May 1995, some local gunmen picked up Mohammad Maqbool from his house and subjected him to disappearance. Now after the course of 15 years Maqbool’s skeleton was recovered on December 25 (2010) from the debris of a Pandit house in Ladhoo area.

According to family, not only sons suffered in the family but Ghulam Ahmad too himself was beaten up and humiliated by Army many times in early 90’s over his elder son’s involvement with militancy. Despite going through such an ordeal in last 20-years of conflict, the family has always been deprived of justice.

Soon after the recovery of Mohammad Maqbool’s skeleton, a researcher of The Informative Missive visited Nagbal village of Ladhoo, Pampore and talked to Abdul Majeed Dar, second son of late Ghulam Ahmad.

Abdul Majeed, while recollecting his family’s haunting tale stated, “My elder brother Mohammad Yasin crossed over Line of Control (LOC) in 1989 for arms training and returned in 1991. He started to operate as District Commander of Al-Umar-Mujahideen in Pulwama district. Soon after his return to Kashmir army started to harass us and often raided our house. Due to army fear, I along with Maqbool and Yousuf had to leave our home to evade arrest and possible torture. We take refuge in our relatives’ houses at different places. Only our father, mother and my wife had been staying at home. The army pursuit and frequent raids at our school forced us to quit studies. We three brothers gave up studies for the sake of safety.”

He added, “The affliction started in 1992, when our younger brother Maqbool was arrested by the troopers of BSF during a crackdown in the area. He was just 12 years old then. The BSF troopers took him along and detained him for one-and-a-half month in their camp at Letpora, Pulwama. They had severely tortured him and had asked him for elder brother’s weapons, about which he had no information. When BSF could not get anything from him, then by the intervention of judiciary we got him released.”

About his own trauma, Abdul Majeed stated, “After Maqbool’s release I was arrested from my uncle’s house in December 1993 by Major Salvaan of Gharwal regiment stationed at camp No. 422 of Khrew, Pampore. In this camp, I was severely tortured for weeks together. Besides severe beating, I was given electric shocks, my legs were rolled on with a heavy iron roller, my back was ironed with hot iron and red hot knife was prod deep into my both my calves. My whole body was bleeding as I had received grave injuries and the troopers didn’t provide me any medical assistance. I was kept in solitary confinement in a 3/2 feet cell for about 3 months. I was denied of sanitation and in the same cell I used to toilet. It seemed life had totally finished for me. I was thinking that I would never be able to see the outside atmosphere again.”

He further said, “For three months my family had no information about my whereabouts. Even after few days of my arrest a rumor spread in the area that my body had been thrown into river by army. The widespread rumor made my family to believe that I was dead and they had even performed my last rites. Once after three months, I was taken out of the cell and was bundled into a gypsy vehicle. The troopers drove towards my village. On way to my village, my elder brother, Mohammad Yaseen confronted the gypsy car. He all of a sudden appeared on the main road and opened indiscriminate fire on the Gypsy. He did not know that I am in the same jeep. To avoid any damage army drove back towards the camp. Before reaching to the camp they stopped the jeep and asked me ‘who was this militant?’ I replied them, he was my brother. The troopers around 5 in number stopped the vehicle at a place. However, 4 personnel got down and one caught hold me in the jeep. Coincidently, my father was passing bye from the road. As soon as he was walking close to the jeep, I shouted at him Mola (Papa), I am Majeed. The trooper who had caught me inside Gypsy hit me on the back of my head with his gun butt. Before, my father could see me in the jeep the troopers hurriedly boarded the jeep and drove back to the camp. This way, my family came to know about my whereabouts.”

“After my family knew about my detention location. They sought intervention of sub-district magistrate. Who himself came to camp and asked army to initiate legal course on the subject of my offense. Then a case was registered against me in the police station, Khrew and I was shifted to Joint Interrogation Center (JIC) Pulwama. In JIC, I was again tortured and was asked to disclose information about the dump of my brother’s weapons. I consistently, pleaded for my innocence. Then after six months detention in JIC, I was booked under PSA and was shifted to Central Jail, Srinagar. After nine months detention under PSA, my detention order was quashed and I was released in 1994”, revealed Abdul Majeed.

According to Abdul Majeed, his frail father, was beaten and abused many a times by Commanding Officer Nagi of Gharwal regiment when he was in the custody at Army’s Gharwal camp No. 422. Even after Majeed’s torture and detention sufferings continued in the family.

Majeed narrated, “In the first week of February 1995 my second younger brother, Mohammad Yousuf was picked up by CO-Nagi along with 5 other youth of the village. He was also arrested for our brother’s involvement with militancy. Like me, Yousuf was also tortured severely and was released after one week when army killed our elder brother in an encounter in the village. Yousuf was released two days after Mohammad Yaseen killing. Yaseen was martyred on February 12, 1995 when he was returning after finishing a meeting with his comrades. He was passing through the village road along with his five sub-ordinates and army interrupted them. After few hours encounter his associate managed to escape while he was martyred on the spot.”

“Few months passed after Yaseen’s martyrdom, Mohammad Yousuf who was a daily wager in the Forest Department, started to have usual relation with Hurriyat Conference, as they had great respect for our elder brother. For having association with Hurriyat, Yousuf was attacked by unknown gunmen couple of times and threatened for life. In the two indiscriminate firing attacks he had a narrow escape. Even after Yaseen’s killing, on one hand army used to arrest and torture me for one or more days on the bogus charges of concealing ammunition dumps of Yaseen. And on the other side, Yousuf was being harassed by unknown gunmen.” grieved Abdul Majeed. 

He further stated, “In late 1995, when whole of my family was traumatized, some local four gunmen barged into our house and abducted our younger brother, Mohammad Maqbool. We tried to resist them but the gunmen threatened us to shoot. When he was not released till next day we visited the houses of said gunmen and asked them for Maqbool’s release. In retort, they again threatened to kill our whole family. These gunmen, as per our knowledge, were not associated with any militant group. They were just working to serve their own benefits and were putting leg into the local affairs and other disputes. These gunmen had already unleashed reign of terror in the village and no one ever dared to question their conduct. When they did not release Maqbool, we approached police station, Khrew and filed a report. But police did not take up the matter seriously and did not arrest the gunmen. Because of police inaction we deemed that they might be associated with some state security agency. Then due to fear for further life loss we could not do anything.”       

Majeed said, when Yousuf was repeatedly attacked, he joined Ikhwan to save his life. He had migrated to Anantnag and had started to work with Muslim Mujahideen faction of Ikhwan. According to Abdul Majeed, eventually after four years work with Ikhwan when Yousuf were sure that there was no more threat to his life, he returned home.  

“After Yousuf left home. I was lone hope of support to my frail parents. But still there was no respite for me. The army constantly harassed me and used to arrest me. Every year on January 26 and August 15 - I was being detained in the army camp, where I was being tortured and abused. Through these twenty years of conflict, I have been tortured 83-times, which is a known to everyone in our village. The When repeated arrests and tortured spoiled my future, I was too frustrated to live normal life. To escape frequent arrests, some of my friends suggested me to open a cable TV network in the village and introduce obscene channels. Our whole family including me was strict on religious principles, but the constant persecution by army made me to break those principles. I then established a cable network in the area which really mitigated my problem. After I introduced cable in the area, army or any other agency did not arrest or torture me. I never felt good in this business but to save my family I was compelled to do this”, complained Abdul Majeed.

According to Majeed, his father passed away in 1998, while his mother in 2004. He feels dejected as he could not ascertain the whereabouts of younger brother when his parents were alive.

Abdul Majeed, while lamenting over the recovery of his younger brother’s skeleton, groused, “Due to fear for life, I could not trace my brother timely. For 15 years, I remained helpless whenever my brother body was in the nearby village. The callous local gunmen had dumped his body in a local Kashmiri migrant Pandit’s house. The said Pandit house was purchased by a local Kashmiri Muslim of Batapora village, who intended to build a new house there. On December 25, the owner of the land was demolishing the old Pandit house. While removing debris, he found the skeleton of my brother along with the clothes over it. When there was uproar in Ladhoo area, I also rushed to see the skeleton. One reaching there I straightway identified my brother’s clothes comprising a White Khandress, sweater and a pair of shoes. All these clothes including shoes were purchased by me in 1995 few days before Maqbool’s abduction. I had bought three same sets of Khandress and Shoes, among which one was put on by Mohammad Maqbool. The clothes obviously proved that skeleton was of Maqbool. However, initially police tried to falsify me, but when I showed the same sets at my home then they could not be able to cover up the matter.”
According to Majeed, Police collected samples of the skeleton for forensic examination and the report is yet to be given. The family apprehends that the matter might be hushed up because the local three perpetrators identified as Mohammad Yousuf Teli of Teli Mohalla, Ghulam Nabi Wani of Bonpora and Mohammad Sultan wani alias Branday of Batpora are the Congress activists and are highly influential. 

“I will fight my brother’s case, come what may. If the perpetrators are not punished they may cause further impairment to the villagers in future”, vowed Abdul Majeed.                         

JKCCS QUESTIONS QAMARWARI ‘ENCOUNTER’

December 02: The JK Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) questions the Qamarwari encounter in which three boys, police claimed were militants, were shot dead on November 29, In the shoot out a police cop was also killed. 


The complete text of the statement is incorporated here: 
The police claim about the `Qamarwari’ encounter has been disputed by the Member Parliament from North Kashmir, civil society and the relatives of the slain youth. While the truth about the encounter will take some time to unveil, the people of Kashmir have strong reasons to reject the police claims as false and baseless especially when men in uniform have been found involved in killing innocent people for reward and promotion in the past. The memories Machil killings which triggered massive protests across the Valley are still fresh in the minds of the people. A senior police official is facing trial in a Srinagar court for killing innocent people for reward. 

A team of  JKCCS talked to  the relatives of the slain youth and on the basis of their statements, JKCCS has reached the conclusion that one of the slain youth was a student of  B.Com  2nd year in Srinagar’s Bemina College, while the other was a graduate  preparing hard for the civil services examination. And the third victim had been missing for the past six months proves that he was in police custody. This further puts a question mark on the police claims. 

The JKCCS has been expressing serious concern over sweeping powers conferred on the men in uniform to fight a defiant people. Probes ordered by the government in similar incidents have yielded no results and the people have lost faith in a dispensation that orders probes to protect and shield the perpetrators. The people, however, have faith in civil society initiatives. The High Court Bar Association has constituted a team of eminent lawyers to probe the incident. The JKCCS will cooperate with the Bar Association team and try to bring the truth to the surface. 
WORLD HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 2010

JUSTICE IS NEVER COMPROMISED-TRUTH IS NEVER BURIED-LIES ARE NEVER SUSTAINED.
December 9: On the eve on International Human Rights Day various civil society groups, students and traders staged a silent protest in Sri Pratap Part at Lal Chowk, Srinagar to highlight the grim prevailing human rights situation of J&K. A joint statement was issued on the occasion, a complete copy of which is below incorporated. 
The human rights scenario in Jammu and Kashmir continued to be grim in 2010. At least 117 persons, most of them young protestors, were killed by government forces this year in addition to tens of thousands in the previous years. While thousands of people were arrested, tortured and humiliated in 2010 for protesting and holding particular political views, most forms of protest continue to be criminalized by the authorities.


A strong relationship has been noticed between intensifying public protests for demands of political rights and the growing violation of human rights by government authorities. The situation has deepened a culture of impunity in which action is rarely taken against government forces personnel even when the authorities have accepted brazenly unjustified killings by them. We condemn and reject the government policy of replacing justice to the victims by cash relief.

Enforced Disappearances, unmarked and mass graves 

In 2010, for another year the authorities have ignored the demands of Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons for a commission of enquiry to establish the truth about them and punish perpetrators. We demand that the same be set up to examine if there is a relationship between the existence of thousands of unmarked and mass graves of unidentified people killed in various circumstances since 1989 and those disappeared.

Peace Process and Political Dissent

At a time when the Government of India through its appointed interlocutors is attempting to engage with the people of Jammu & Kashmir for a dialogue for the resolution of the six decade old political issue of Kashmir, the authorities continue to harass, intimidate and arbitrarily detain common protestors and political activists in brazen violation of their fundamental political and human rights. We demand that dual approach be immediately stopped and rights of the citizens respected and restored in full measure.

We demand that the wanton use of draconian laws like AFSPA and PSA for perpetuated denial of fundamental rights to citizens and activists be immediately stopped. We believe extreme militarization of the political and social space in Kashmir is one of the principal causes of continuing human rights violations by the state forces. We demand specific actions by the authorities be initiated for demilitarization and simultaneous removal of impunity laws that have most often resulted in suspension of fundamental rights like the right to life and freedom of speech.

Torture

From last 20 years the systematic and the institutional use of torture by Indian armed forces and JK Police has been effectively used to intimidate and discourage the political and social formations and for disconnecting the people. Torture of thousands of young Kashmiris has resulted into the social, psychological and economic losses of the survivors and their families. Torture continues to be unabatedly used as weapon of fear by the Indian state.

Rape and Molestations

From the early days of armed uprising the state agencies to deter and demoralize the resisting populace used rape and molestation as a weapon to humiliate the Kashmiri society. From Kunanposhpora to Shopian the victims have been denied justice. The culture of impunity persists and thus the perpetrators feel encouraged to repeat the crimes on the hapless people of Kashmir. We demand that the state instead of rewarding the perpetrators, conduct independent and credible investigations against them. The state has to come out of denial mode and accept the responsibility of being just.

Extra judicial killings and fake encounters

As there is no accountability and punishments of the perpetrators the armed forces continue to kill people in fake encounters. During last 5 months valley witnessed huge uprising and protests against the unabated killings and violence by the state actors. It started with the news of exhumations of 3 young men of Nadihal, Rafiabad from unmarked graves at Kalaroos Kupwara, who were killed earlier in the month of April 2010 in a fake encounter at Machil Kupwara by Indian army. Despite protests and assurances by the state the phenomenon of fake encounters continues. There are allegations that 3 boys were killed in Qamarwari, Srinagar last month in yet another stage managed encounter. The phenomenon of fake encounters can be stopped only if government acts against the perpetrators. 

Appeal to the People of Jammu and Kashmir 

We believe that the fight of people of Jammu and Kashmir is against forgetfulness. We believe in reminding those at the helm of affairs and our society in general that injustice against us continues till justice is not done. Our urge for truth and justice cannot be silenced by threats, intimidation and deception.

Justice is never compromised. Truth is never buried. Lies are never sustained. The struggle of people of Jammu and Kashmir cannot be exhausted or defeated as it is driven by the principles of truth, justice, fairness and love towards our fellow citizens, whose memories can never be taken away from us. Our existence is our resistance…
ALLOW ICRC TO EXERCISE ITS GLOBAL MANDATE OF INVESTIGATING DISAPPEARANCES, UNMARKED GRAVES AND MASS GRAVES: APDP
December 28: Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP), during its monthly sit-in in a local Municipal Park at Srinagar, expressed its concern over the recovery of skeleton that was buried under the debris in Ladoo Pampore. 

According to APDP statement, “On 25th December 2010, while clearing the rubble of a damaged house in Ladoo – Pampore a group of laborers found the skeleton that was buried under the debris. From the same spot some clothes, an amulet and a black head band was also recovered, which helped a local family to identify the buried man. According to the family, the buried man was Mohammad Maqbool Dar, who was abducted by unidentified gunmen in 1995 and since then had disappeared. Maqbool’s elder brother Mohammad Yaseen Dar, a militant of Al Umar Mujahideen was killed in an encounter in 1994. Due to Yaseen Dar’s involvement in militancy their house was been raided quite regularly and his family members were often harassed by the armed forces. 15 years after the abduction of Maqbool his remains have been surfaced despite the efforts of the perpetrators to bury the evidence.”
The statement further read, “Mohammad Maqbool Dar is one amongst those thousands of victims who have been subjected to enforced disappearance. There are very few cases like Maqbool whose bodies have resurfaced after disappearance in this manner. In 2007 the exhumation of 5 persons from Ganderbal which led to the expose of a fake encounter, then recently the exhumation of 3 boys in Machil who were killed in a fake encounter by army, also the various cases in which after the court orders for exhumations, it has been established that there is a link between those subjected to enforced disappearances and those killed in fake encounters and those buried secretly in unmarked graves.” 

“The government of India and government Jammu and Kashmir so far lives in denial mode. Each time an exhumation like this comes as a reminder of the demand for probing all the cases of disappearances in Jammu and Kashmir and each time it has been ignored or rejected by the governments. The truth about those disappeared, is forcing itself to come out and will not allow to be buried forever. Whether the discovery of the 2943 bodies in the unmarked graves in north Kashmir or exhumations which have taken place over the years, the concerns and demands of APDP are becoming emphatic and more significant”, the statement said. 
APDP demand that the government should shun its policy of callousness, indifference and arrogance and allow an independent and impartial probe into all the cases of enforced disappearances and all the unmarked graves.

The association demanded that that government of India allows ICRC to exercise its global mandate of investigating the cases of disappearances and unmarked graves and mass graves. ICRC is professionally neutral and capable organization to carry out an unbiased and thorough investigation into disappearances and on the issue of unmarked graves. A democracy cannot be afraid of transparency. An ICRC led probe in no way will infringe on the sovereignty of government of India. It will help in establishing truth about those disappeared and those buried in these unmarked graves. Why is government of India afraid of truth? How long will government of India continue to suppress facts? How long shall the families of those disappeared wait to know the whereabouts of their loved ones?

 
“On 23rd December 2010, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced or involuntary Disappearances came into force as it has been ratified by more than 20 countries. India after signing it has yet to ratify it. We demand that the government of India ratify the convention and also locally adopt a law which criminalizes disappearances”, the statement concluded. 

YOUTH’S DEATH SPARKS PROTEST IN BARAMULLA

Dec 7: Normal life in north Kashmir’s Baramulla town came to a sudden halt after announcements were made through loud speakers about the death of a local youth, Zahoor Ahmad Dar son of late Abdul Razak Dar of Islamia Park Old Town. The family of the youth said that Zahoor was injured in October when police caught hold of him at Cement Bridge during a shutdown in the town.

“He was severely thrashed by the cops. He was twice operated upon in SKIMS and finally he succumbed,” said Irfan Ahmad, a relative of the youth.

As soon as Zahoor’s body was brought to the town, several youth gathered in main Chowk and protested against his death. The angry youths pelted stones at vehicles and enforced a shutdown in the area. Amid pro-freedom slogans, the body was later laid to rest in the martyrs’ graveyard.

However, police denied that the youth was injured in police action and claimed that there was no record of his injury. The SKIMS authorities said that the youth was admitted in the hospital on December 3 for Meningitis and was operated upon for that.


“His family members did not mention in their record that the youth was injured during stone pelting,” said an official of SKIMS on duty. Baramulla police dispatched a team to the SKIMS to know weather the youth died of some injury.

Meanwhile, youth resorted to stone pelting on police vehicle in Samboora, Pulwama. Later in the evening police thrashed two students who were returning from their exams. The students were identified as Mudasir Ahmad and Adil Dar.

On December 8, a complete shutdown was observed in Baramulla in protest against the death of Zahoor. According to doctors at SKIMS, Zahoor died on Dec 7 at the Institute due to meningitis. The SKIMS authorities said that the youth was admitted in the hospital on December 3. “His family members did not mention in their record that the youth was injured,” said a SKIMS official.

MYSTERIOUS MURDER OF DRIVER

Dec 11: Agitated over mysterious murder of a TATA Sumo driver by unknown persons and spotting of blood stains at a water pumping station manned by army and Border Security Forces (BSF), people in Mendhar town of border Poonch district observed shut down for half day with complete ‘Chaka jam’ by putting the body in front of Sub Divisional Police Officer’s (SDPO) office. 

The protestors demanded swift action and arrest of the culprits though blaming the security forces for the killing. The body of TATA Sumo driver Mohammad Najeem Hussain 22, son of Wazir Hussain, resident of Basooni village in Mendhar, was found with stab wounds 50-60 yards away from the water pumping station last evening. The pumping station is manned by the jawans of Army’s Engineering regiment and BSF jointly for supply of water to their posts in the upper areas. 

Hundreds of villagers assembled outside Sub Divisional Police Officer’s (SDPO) office this morning and staged protest against the security forces. The demonstrators from all walks of life including women, family members and relatives of the deceased shifted the body from SDH Mendhar where it was kept for autopsy at 8.45 AM and put it in the middle of Jammu-Mendhar road opposite SDPO’s office. The traffic came to grinding halt and also observed complete shutdown in protest against the killing, till noon. 

The protestors alleged that the driver, who also used to get diesel from security personnel deployed in the area, has been allegedly murdered by them. Wife of deceased driver claimed that the deceased received a phone call from an army Jawan in the morning and he left. Thereafter, he remained untraceable and the body with multiple injuries was recovered near pumping station, last evening. 

However, on the request of the family members of deceased, police team led by SHO Police Station Mendhar Inspector Kuldeep Raj under the supervision of ASP Poonch visited the spot at Basooni and found blood stains and a piece of cloth, probably of the accused, entangled with a machine of pumping station.   

On receiving information, Poonch Senior Superintendent of Police Manmohan Singh rushed to the spot and assured stern action against the culprits. He informed the protestors that a case FIR number 221 of 2010 under section 302 and 34 RPC has been registered against the Engineering Regiment of Army and BSF in Police Station Mendhar. He assured none of the culprits would be spared and they would be punished under law. The jawans on duty yesterday at pumping station would be questioned, he added. The protestor lifted the dharna after assurance of SSP and the body after autopsy was shifted to his village where it was laid to rest in the evening.

However, a senior army officer pleading anonymity in Jammu said that the jawans are on duty at the said pumping station for supply of water to posts from 9 AM to 1.30 PM and after 1.30 PM the said pumping station is locked. He said that it might be a move of some anti-social elements to malign the image of army and a pre-plan attempt to implicate security forces. He said that preliminary investigations of army units found no involvement of army. The army assured free access to police to interrogate any body besides the army is conducting its own probe to further rule out the remote possibility of any Jawan. 

Dec 12: Police said that it had booked two troopers for their alleged involvement in the murder of a youth in Poonch district. "We have registered a murder case against two troopers in connection with the death of a civilian in Mendhar", the Station House Officer (SHO), Mendhar Police Station, Kuldeep Raj told media. An FIR was registered at Mendhar Police Station under section 302/34 Ranbir Panel Code against a BSF man and an army trooper of Engineering Regiment for their alleged involvement in the murder of Najeem Hussain on Friday night.

 The SHO has written to the security forces to hand over the two troopers to police for investigation, but "the duo has not been arrested so far". Najeem Hussain, a driver, reportedly went to a water filling point of Army in Mendhar, but did not return. 

Army’ Jammu based spokesman has said that there was no involvement of any trooper into the incident. He however had said that the army was cooperating with police in the investigation.

MISSING VALLEY STUDENT IN BHOPAL JAIL 
FAMILY SEEKS CM’S INTERVENTION

On December 31, twenty-five-year-old, student, Kaiser who went missing in Madhya Pradesh has landed in custody of Bhopal Anti Terror Squad, police and family members of the victim said. While JK Police have already taken up the matter with their counterparts in Bhopal, family members of Kaiser Ahmad Dar of Chandgam have rushed to Bhopal.


“I have taken up the matter with the IGP, Bhopal. The Bhopal police is conforming the custody of the boy,” Inspector General of Police, Kashmir zone, S M Sahia, said. 


 However, father of Kaiser, Ghulam Rasool Dar said the boy was in the custody of Anti Terror Squad. “I sought help from the Bhopal police in the case. However they said they don’t deal with ATS and instead asked me to take the matter directly with them,” Dar told media from Bhopal. Kaiser had also called his mother back home and a local friend, Imtiyaz Ahmad Mir, who is also pursuing his studies there, late in the afternoon today. 

“He told me that I have been picked up by the ATS people who asked me to call back home and inform them about my hereabouts,” said Kaiser’s family members. Kaiser had made call to his home from Mobile No: 07415888614. Kaiser had told family members that he was detained by the ATS at a place near Sagar University.  

 
One of Kaiser’s friends in Bhopal said they went to the office of the additional SP with the mobile number from which the he had made the calls. “The police official told us they will look into the case,” he said.


Senior National Conference leader and Rajya Sabha member Ghulam Ratinpuri said that Kaiser has been detained by ATS. “Hopefully he will be released tomorrow. I am in touch with the concerned in Bhopal,” he said.

ARBITRARY PSA DETENTIONS
· MASRAT ALAM BOOKED UNDER PSA

Dec 14: The state Government booked Hurriyat Conference (G) leader and one of the architects of “Quit Jammu and Kashmir Movement,” Masrat Alam, under Public Safety Act. Sources told media that police executed the PSA warrant and shifted him to Kotbalwal jail, Jammu. Senior Superintendent of Police, Srinagar, Ashiq Hussain Bukhari confirmed the detention of Alam under the PSA.

“The PSA warrant issued against him was executed,” District Magistrate Srinagar, Mehraj Ahmed Kakroo told media. On June 25, Alam as chairman of Muslim League and general secretary of Hurriyat (G) launched the ‘Quit Jammu and Kashmir Movement’ when Hurriyat (G) chairman Syed Ali Shah Geelani was under arrest, by issuing first protest calendar.

During this period, he went underground and issued handouts and released video statements for four months, urging people to take the movement to its logical conclusion. Alam was reportedly carrying a reward of Rs 5 lakh on his head and police finally managed to arrest him during a raid at his maternal uncle’s residence at Wagund Tailbal on October 18. After arrest, Alam was kept in Special Operation Group headquarters- cargo- here. Alam had been released in May 2010 after two years of detention.

On December 23, as per the dossier issued by district magistrate Srinagar, Mehraj Ahmad Kakroo, 17 FIRs have been registered against Alam for coining anti-national slogans including ‘Go India Go’ and for warning police and administrative officials through statements.  Masrat has also been accused of killings, disrupting educational and business sectors of the state. 

· PSA SLAPPED ON SHOPIAN MINOR

BASHARAT LODGED IN KATHUA JAIL

Dec 16: The state government has slapped Public Safety Act on a 14-year-old boy for being “threat to the security, sovereignty, integrity and peace of the State,” and has been shifted to District Jail Kathua. The detention order passed by District Magistrate Shopian, M S Sood, states that the minor was stirring up the sentiments of locals and exploiting the youth for instigating violence.

Though date of birth certificate mentions the age of Basharat Yaqoob Beigh son of Muhammad Yaqoob of Shopian as 14 years, the detention order reflects his name as Umair Yakub Beigh and age as 19 years. Basharat is an 8th class student of Shahi-i-Hamadan Memorial Institute Shopian.

The detention order reads: “You are instrumental in challenging the sovereignty and integrity of the State and have links with anti-national elements. You have destructive mind and were arranging public gathering and staging demonstrations against the state government.”

·  “MILITANT SYMPATHIZER” DETAINED UNDER PSA

Dec 23: Security forces arrested an alleged militant sympathizer for sheltering and providing assistance to militants in Bhaderwah area of Doda district. Police said, “Nazir Ahmed Khan, son of Abdullah Khan, resident of Sungli, Bhaderwah, was arrested December 22 and sent to Kot Bhalwal jail Jammu soon after he was slapped with detention under Public Safety Act (PSA) by the District Magistrate.”

They said PSA was slapped on the basis of a dossier prepared by the police. “Police recovered two guns and grenades from him and he was also booked under Explosive Substances Act and Arms Act,” police added. He was providing logistic support to militants as a guide, informer, harbourer, messenger and transportation of arms for militants, they said. 

· 3500 ARRESTS, 120 PSA DETENTIONS

MOST YOUTH CHARGED WITH ‘ATTEMPT TO MURDER’

Dec 29: More than 3500 youth were arrested while 120 people were detained under the controversial Public Safety Act during the summer unrest in the Valley, police sources said. Giving the details, the sources said Srinagar district topped the list with estimated 1100 youth getting arrested who were charged with disturbing law and order.

In Srinagar, police said 550 people were arrested in old city while the rest in uptown Srinagar. Apart from that, police sources said 320 people were arrested in Islamabad district while as 233 in Kulgam. In Pulwama more than 450 people were arrested, and in Shopian the figure touched 80. Sources said 300 persons were arrested at Budgam, 480 in Baramulla, 100 in Bandipora, 125 in Kupwara, 100 in Ganderbal.

“Most of the people have been released after being charged under various laws,” police sources said. “Besides, 120 persons were detained under PSA, including stone pelters, separatists and Government employees.”

Shockingly, many of the incriminated youth were booked under harsh laws like 302 RPC (murder) and 307 RPC (attempt to murder). Other charges like 436 RPC and 13 Unlawful Activities Act have also been leveled. “Many of the detained persons under PSA and other non-bailable offence have been shifted to jails across Jammu and Kashmir.”

A top official said there are no plans to release stone pelters and protesters with immediate effect. “We would conduct several review meetings before release of any stone pelter,” he said.

STUDENT ARRESTED AFTER ‘IDENTIFICATION’ ON YOUTUBE

Dec 20: The police have found a new tool to identify the people involved in anti-Government protests in the six month long unrest- social networking sites like You Tube, Facebook besides video clips and photos provided by various agencies. In the first such arrest, police claims they have arrested a boy in Rajouri Kadal who was allegedly involved in beating and snatching weapon from a policeman in old city’s Urdu Bazaar on July 11- the day teenage student Tufail Matoo was killed by police near Ghani Memorial Stadium.

Police said he was identified from a video clip uploaded on You Tube and widely circulated on Facebook as well. The detained youth has been identified as Shadab Hashmi, 17, a resident of Rajouri Kadal. Hashmi is a student of 12th class and was enrolled at SP Higher Secondary School, Srinagar.

Sub-Divisional Police Officer, Khanyar, Parvez Ahmad said Shadab was arrested during a raid carried out by police personnel belonging to Nowhatta police station. Parvez Ahmad said the case was under investigation. The student has been charged with attempt to murder, abduction and snatching of weapon. “An FIR 70 of 2010 has been lodged and he has been arrested under section 307, 364, and 392 CrPC,” Parvez said.

The police officer said they have more video clips and photographs of “miscreants”. “We expect more arrests in the coming days,” Ahmad said.

A police official, on condition of anonymity, said they are monitoring social networking sites and collecting video clips and photographs from different people to identify the youth involved in stone pelting. So far those people who uploaded videos which would “instigate” or “provoke” people were charged by police. However, this is the first time people were arrested after identifying the “accused” from You Tube.

“Every wing from executive police to CID is using videos and photos and off late You Tube to identify miscreants,” he said. The official said every police station is now equipped with a camera to film the violence.

On the other hand, paramilitary CRPF has also provided camera to each picket especially in Srinagar for filming purposes. “Every unit has been equipped with camera. They are using it during stone pelting and militant violence,” CRPF Spokesman, Prabhakar Tripathi, told media.

“Our troops film the scenes especially pertaining to law and order problem and then share it with police. The police identifies the people from the footage and then later book them,” he added.

Kashmir valley was in the grip of widespread protests this summer against the killing of 112 civilians by police and CRPF. Most of those killed were children and teenagers. No action has been initiated in regard to these killings as yet.

GOVT PANEL STUDYING TROOP-CUT IN CITY

IN SGR 26 OUT OF 100 BUNKERS REMOVED

Dec 3: Even as 26 out of 100 CRPF bunkers have been removed from Srinagar, a sizeable chunk of paramilitary troops deployed across the summer capital would be relocated to adjoining districts and towns, top government sources said. The government has already constituted a committee to study the prospects of relocation of paramilitary troops from Srinagar.

“The panel comprising the officials of home department is actively studying the security scenario of Srinagar and will submit its report to the government soon”, sources said.

The removal of bunkers started in two phases. “In the first phase, 16 bunkers were removed and 10 more were pulled down in the second phase. The process is on”.

Stating that the committee formed is thoroughly looking into the process of thinning troops in Srinagar, sources said, “The committee will brief the government especially chief minister Omar Abdullah about the pros and cons of removal of bunkers. Afterwards decision on removing further bunkers will be taken”.

They said more bunkers especially those belonging to paramilitary CRPF would be removed in the coming months. “After thorough security assessment of Srinagar city, the process of removal of bunkers will start. There is every possibility that the bunkers would be removed in major towns as well,” they said adding the decision is subject to the feedback of the committee.

“Following removal of bunkers, good number of CRPF men would be relocated to various districts and towns. It is natural. The ‘relieved’ CRPF men would be relocated and posted in various districts of South and North Kashmir,” sources said.

Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Ali Muhammad Sagar said the matter will be reviewed as per the situation. “Improvement in situation is must for such decisions. Situation reviews are taking place as per the schedule,” he said.

CRPF spokesman in Srinagar, Prabhakar Tripathi said any decision about removal of bunkers or thinning of troops is taken at the administrative level. “The move is implemented after thorough consultations between police and CRPF,” he said.

He said in case of laying siege in the area where militant presence is expected or for that matter conducting any frisking operation, both police and CRPF decide about the number of men to be deployed.

According to CRPF estimates, there are 100 CRPF bunkers in Srinagar city. “I don’t think there are more than 100 bunkers in the city. There are buildings which houses CRPF camps and those camps can’t be treated as bunkers,” Tripathi said.

“The chief minister Omar Abdullah has already discussed with Home Minister about his decision to remove bunkers, thinning of troops and making AFSPA more human by amending its certain draconian clauses. Omar has received green signal from Chidambaram about removal of bunkers,” sources said.

POLICE WITHDRAWS CASES AGAINST JOURNALISTS

Dec 2: Jammu and Kashmir Police have dropped charges of criminal conspiracy against two electronic media journalists after a complaint was lodged against them five months ago.

 The charges leveled against Suhail Bukhari and Idrees Lone, working for Delhi-based news channel (News X), have been dropped after it was proved that the duo was not involved in any criminal conspiracy that led to the channel's airing of the false news about the death of a youth in south Kashmir's Pulwama district in July.

 “An FIR was lodged against the two July 10 after the news channel they work for aired the false news about the death of a youth in security force firing in the town,” a police official said.

 “Following directives from the top, the names of the two journalists have been dropped from the FIR and investigations are continuing to identify those responsible for inciting violence on the said date,” said the official.

 Police had registered a case Fir No 315/2010 under section 148, 336, 307, 332, 120B, 13 Unlawful activities act against the journalists.

 INJURED BY TEARGAS SHELL NEARLY 2YRS AGO, YAWAR’S UNENDING STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL

Dec 21: While the use of force by the security forces seems endless in Kashmir, it has paralyzed many lives forever here. For the past three years in particular, this use of force by security forces has been most rampant thereby affecting peoples’ lives seriously.

While persons in the recent summer unrest continue to remain under treatment and battle for life, those injured during past two years persist to bear the brunt even today. Fifteen year old Yawar Ibrahim happens to be one amongst many such persons who is fighting an eternal struggle. Even after about two years, his life is no more than a struggle of every minute.

 
Injured in 2009 during the protest against Shopian incident, Yawar is one of the youth who continues to bear the burden of the deadly use of force by troops. Though he was not a part of any protest or agitation, yet he is paying hard for it. It was in July 2009 when Yawar, from Maisuma, was hit by a tear gas shell in his head while he went to the market to fetch butter. “It was not much trouble at that time in our area and shops were also open. While Yawar went out, my younger daughter was peeping through the window of the upper story,” revealed Naseema, Yawar’s mother.

She revealed that within no time the situation grew tense and the battle between the protestors and security forces began. While security forces started tear gas shelling and firing bullets at the protestors, Yawar who was on his way home was hit by a tear gas in his head. 

 “That tear gas shell was hit straight in his head. He was immediately rushed to SKIMS for treatment,” said Naseema.  Yawar was under coma for 17 days. Though he gained back his senses yet he lost his freedom for ever. The tear gas shell had hit his nerves and brains. Since more than a year, Yawar is unable to speak, walk or move on his own. Though he comprehends everything, he fails to utter a word. Yawar has been virtually rendered bedridden. 

 “Doctors say he will be fine but we have been treating him for so along. There hasn’t been much improvement expect that he can now sit on a wheel chair. He doesn’t say anything even today,” said Yawar father who worked as a labourer.

 Yawar is the lone son of his parents besides two daughters. Yawar’s family has not received any aid for the treatment of Yawar. His father spends all his earning on Yawar’s treatment. “My husband is a labourer, how much will he earn? We have to face hard times to treat Yawar,” said Naseema adding that her younger daughter abandoned her studies just to take care of Yawar.

 “We do not know what will happen. Our son is suffering and struggling each day. I want Yawar to go to School, to play with his friends. He has lost his childhood. I long to hear him calling me ‘mama’,” expressed Naseema.

TORTURE WIDESPREAD IN KASHMIR: WIKILEAKS

NEVER GOT ACCESS TO ‘NOTORIOUS DETENTION CENTRE’ CARGO BUILDING IN SRINAGAR: ICRC

Dec 17: In a rare briefing with the then US ambassador to India, the ICRC in 2005 expressed concern over alleged human rights violations in Kashmir and spoke about torture in detention centres, though it pointed out that the situation was much better than in the 1990s.

The International Committee for the Red Cross stressed that it was not asking for US government action, but may seek to mobilize support in the future, “if its relations with the Government of India do not improve,” says the secret cable coming out of the US Embassy in New Delhi.

Made public by WikiLeaks, the cable signed off by the then US Ambassador to India David Mulford, has been classified by the then Deputy Chief of Mission Robert Blake, who now is the Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asia. The dispatches reveal that use of electrocution, beatings and sexual humiliation against hundreds of detainees in Kashmir.

The most highly charged dispatch is likely to be an April 2005 cable from the US embassy in Delhi which reports that the ICRC had become frustrated with the Indian government which, they said, had not acted to halt the “continued ill-treatment of detainees”. The embassy reported the ICRC concluded that India “condones torture” and that the torture victims were civilians as militants were routinely killed.

The ICRC has a long-standing policy of engaging directly with governments and avoiding the media, so the briefing remained secret. The ICRC staff told the US diplomats they had made 177 visits to detention centres in Jammu and Kashmir and elsewhere in India between 2002 and 2004, and had met 1,491 detainees. They had been able to interview 1,296 privately.

In 852 cases, the detainees reported ill-treatment, the ICRC said. A total of 171 described being beaten and 681 said they had been subjected to one or more of six forms of torture. These included 498 on which electricity had been used, 381 who had been suspended from the ceiling, 294 who had muscles crushed in their legs by prison personnel sitting on a bar placed across their thighs, 181 whose legs had been stretched by being “split 180 degrees”, 234 tortured with water and 302 “sexual” cases, the ICRC were reported to have told the Americans.

“Numbers add up to more than 681, as many detainees were subjected to more than one form of IT [ill-treatment],” the cable said. The ICRC said all branches of the Indian security forces used these forms of ill-treatment and torture.

While acknowledging improvement in overall situation in the Valley, the briefer suggested there were persistent problems like widespread use of “IT” (ill-treatment) and “torture” during interrogation that takes place in the presence of officers, and said the ICRC has raised these issues with the government of India for more than 10 years. It said ICRC has never obtained access to the ‘Cargo Building,’ “the most notorious detention centre in Srinagar”.

The briefer said that current practices continue because “security forces need promotions,” while for militants “the insurgency has become a business”.

According to the cable, the ICRC official indicated that his organization would seek another Roundtable with the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) between April and June.

“The ICRC New Delhi office also wants its President to visit India, to raise these and other issues in a meeting with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,” the cable said. Other cables show that as recently as 2007 American diplomats were concerned about widespread human rights abuses by Indian security forces, who they said relied on torture for confessions.

United States has refused to either deny or confirm the authenticity of these cables. The name of the ICRC briefer has been deleted from the cable by WikiLeaks.

“XXXXXXXXXXXX reported that during recent ICRC interactions with the GOI, officials have maintained that the human rights situation in Kashmir is ‘much better than it was in the 1990s,’ a view he also agreed with,” the cable said.

“Security forces no longer roused entire villages in the middle of the night and detained inhabitants indiscriminately, as they had as recently as the late 1990s,” it said. There is “more openness from medical doctors and the police,” who have conceded that 95 per cent of the information on particular cases is accurate, he said.

He said while 10 years ago, there were some 300 detention centres, now there are “a lot fewer”. The ICRC said a “bright spot” was that it had been able to conduct 300 sessions sensitizing junior officers from the security forces to human rights.

ON VISA FOR KASHMIRI POLITICIAN

The US embassy in India recommended against issuing visa to a pro-India politician, accused of human rights violations. The recommendation was made in the interest of “remaining balanced” on the Kashmir issue particularly after the denial of visa to Hurriyat Conference (G) leader Sayeed Ali Shah Geelani.

According to a cable of 2007, the embassy strongly argued against issuing visa to the politician who was at that time a member of the state legislative assembly and also a minister in the Mufti Mohammad Sayeed-led PDP-Congress coalition government.

“The said politician is a leader of the pro-GOI (government of India) Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen paramilitary group, which is notorious for its use of torture, extra-judicial killing, rape, and extortion of Kashmiri civilians suspected of harboring or facilitating militants,” says the cable dated June 4, 2007 and marked secret. It goes on to add: “The group is made up of gunmen who have surrendered to the Indian government and agreed to fight against their former brethren.”

The said politician was invited by the US Institute of Peace (USIP) - a Washington-based think tank to attend events beginning June 7. “In the interest of remaining balanced in our approach to the Kashmir issue following Embassy New Delhi’s denial of Sayeed Ali Shah Geelani’s visa request, Post recommends denying this visa application as well,” recommended the US Embassy in India.

ICRC DEFENDS WIKILEAKS EXPOSÉ ON KASHMIR TORTURE

SAYS CONFIDENTIALITY NOT UNCONDITIONAL

Dec 23: Barely few days after a WikiLeaks cable revealed that India was “condoning torture” in Kashmir, the International Committee of the Red Cross has defended passing sensitive information about the torturing of prisoners to US, saying it was “frustrated due to the lack of dialogue” with New Delhi.

AlertNet, a Thomson Reuters initiative, quoted Alexis Heeb, the ICRC’s spokesman in New Delhi, as saying: “We confirm that a meeting took place between the ICRC and the US embassy in 2005 at a time in which the ICRC was very frustrated due to the lack of dialogue with the Indian authorities,” 

Heeb said: “The ICRC works always in a confidential way with the authorities. However, in specific instances, when the dialogue is blocked for different reasons, we may change our strategy.”

According to a 2005 cable, released by WikiLeaks and published by the Guardian newspaper, the ICRC told American diplomats in New Delhi that it had found “systematic prisoner abuse by armed forces during detention centre visits in Kashmir from 2002 and 2004.”

The cable said the ICRC had told US diplomats that “police and paramilitary, who are fighting in Kashmir, beat suspects, subjected them to electric currents and tortured them with water in widespread human rights abuses.” 

Among 1,500 detainees that the ICRC staff met, more than half reported “ill-treatment”, the cable reported. Of the 852 cases recorded, 171 detainees said they had been beaten, while the rest said they had been subjected to one or more of six forms of torture. The cable revealed the ICRC had raised the issue of prisoner abuse with the Indian government for more than a decade, but because the practice continued, “it is forced to conclude that the government of India condones torture”.

“CONFIDENTIALITY NOT UNCONDITIONAL”

While India responded saying that she is a democratic nation which adheres to the rule of law and that authorities “have never shied away from an open and candid discussion on such issues when raised by international friends and partners,” some aid workers questioned the actions of the ICRC saying the organization may be seen to have breached the trust of the Indian government by speaking to another party.

But Heeb said involving a third party was an official procedure clearly spelt out in the organization’s modes of action, adding the authorities would have been aware that it was divulging information to another party. 
“Confidentiality is not unconditional,” said Heeb. “When dialogue breaks down, we use various strategies such as the mobilization of specific stakeholders who may help us in humanitarian diplomacy. This is usually one of the last steps we take before we decide to publicly denounce the findings that we have from the field.”

Some workers said involving the Americans in an internal Indian matter could have repercussions on ICRC operations and possibly result in less access to prisoners. Others said they were concerned that governments -- which do not want international aid agencies working in a sensitive area -- may use this as an excuse to restrict the activities of the ICRC or other agencies.

ICRC officials however said they have had discussions with the Indian government about the WikiLeaks disclosure, adding that they have not received any signals that their work in the country will be affected.

TORTURE STILL WIDESPREAD IN KASHMIR: PRM

‘ICRC, UN SHOULD PRESSURE INDIA TO NEUTRALIZE TORTURE CELLS IN KASHMIR’

Dec 29: Describing the Wikileaks on Kashmir an eye-opener People Rights Movement, an organization of former and released militant working and documenting torture practices in Kashmir, has alleged that the practice of custodial torture and interrogation is still widespread in Kashmir.

Calling upon UN and the ICRC to impress upon Indian Government to neutralize torture cells in Kashmir, PRM has called upon the ICRC, to further highlight the issue by documenting the individual cases. “The discovery of a human skeleton from the rubble of a damaged migrant  house in  Ladoo – Pampore on 25th December  is just an indication that  in every camp of SOG, Task Force or the Army, an average one  torture cell exists”,  PRM Chairman, Abdul Qadeer Dar said in a statement.

He added, “Although U.S. diplomatic cables, exposed by Wikileaks, written five years ago concluded that the government of India condoned torture of suspects held in detention centers in Jammu and Kashmir, the fact remains that torture of detainees is still widespread in Kashmir. The need of the hour is that these torture centers are neutralized.”

Terming the recent Wikileaks exposes on torture in Kashmir as a bitter truth, Qadeer said that hundreds of Kashmir men and women still bear the torture marks inflicted on them by the Indian Security forces in Kashmir.

“These men and women, particularly former and released militant are the living testimonials that torture was and is still widespread in Kashmir. We welcome the stand taken by the ICRC in the leaked cables before the US administration, but we hope that ICRC further documents the cases of torture in Kashmir.”

PRM Chairman  said that his organization has so for documented  more than 500 individual cases of physical torture by the Indian security Forces in Kashmir, adding that torture has been used as a punishment against persons  believed to be militants  or sympathetic to militants  in Kashmir.

The cable, obtained by Wikileaks and published by The Guardian newspaper in Britain on December 17 this year, describes a confidential briefing from a representative of the International Committee of Red Cross. In interviews with nearly 1,500 detainees over a three-year period, it had received reports that included sexual abuse, stretching and the use of water and electricity.

MILITARIZATION
· MILITARIZATION AMID TALK OF DEMILITARIZATION

SECOND ARMY CAMP COMES UP IN SOPORE IN 5 MONTHS

Dec 8: At a time when state Government is talking of demilitarization, Army has set up another camp in an under-construction hospital in Tarzoo area of Sopore in North Kashmir’s Baramulla district. This is the second camp set up by troopers in the peripheries of the Apple Town in past five months.

Residents told media that few weeks back troopers of 52-Rashtriya Rifles occupied the under-construction building of Primary Health Centre Tarzoo for establishing their camp. “We were shocked to see when troopers, without any formal order from civilian authorities, moved in the area and occupied the building,” locals said.

 According to them, the building for PHC Tarzoo, presently operating from a rented building, was sanctioned six years back.“Out of Rs 1.43 crores sanctioned, more than Rs 1.05 crore has been spent on the building till now,” a Health department official said.

They said that construction of the building, set to be completed within months, has come to a halt as ‘nobody dares to venture inside or seek permission from the troopers for finishing the work.’

Aghast over the move, the chief medical officer Baramulla has written to the deputy commissioner and director Health Services Kashmir seeking their intervention in the matter.

Sources told media that the director has also shot letter to divisional commissioner Kashmir, appraising him about the occupation of the department’s building.

Earlier in August, Army set up a camp at Pazalpora in Zainageer belt of Sopore after acquiring land from civil administration. Director Health Services Kashmir, Muhammad Amin Wani said that he has informed the Government about the occupation of their building by the Army. “I have raised the issue with concerned commanding officer after the matter was brought to my notice,” deputy commissioner Baramulla, Bashir Ahmed Bhat said.

· BUDGAM VILLAGERS WANT 4000 KANAL LAND BACK FROM ARMY

HC ISSUES NOTICE TO UNION DEFENSE MINISTRY

Dec 25: For failing to honor court direction to either vacate or acquire around 4000 kanals of land at Old Airport in Budgam district, the J&K High Court has issued notice to Defense Secretary, Ministry of Defense "to explain why court directions were not complied with".

The directions of HC came in response to a contempt petition filed by the landowners of Karawah, Damodhar, Wathoora and Kralpora villages, in which the petitioners have submitted that Army has violated and dishonored HC as well as Supreme Court orders, by virtue of which it had to either acquire and pay compensation or vacate the land in its ‘occupations since 1952 at Old Airport’ by March 31, 2010.

In the orders passed by Justice J P Singh in the contempt petition last week, the Defense Secretary has been directed to explain his position by the first week of February, when the case again comes up for hearing.

“Communication issued by the GoI, Ministry of Defense, of March 29, 2010 indicates that despite Government's decision to acquire the petitioners' land, no further steps appear to have been taken. In these circumstances, a notice needs to be issued to respondent no.3 (Pradeep Kumar, Defense Secretary, MoD) for his response to the petition indicating as to why the directions issued by the Court have not been complied with,” Justice Singh held.

The petitioners had in 1998 approached the HC with a writ petition (OWP No.292/1998), submitting that 3992 kanals and 17 marlas land situated in and around their villages was occupied by the security forces in July 1952.

Stating that prior to occupation, the land was developed with fruit bearing trees and was yielding sufficient income to sustain the families of hundreds of the petitioners for their livelihood, the petitioners prayed for directions to the respondents to "either acquire land of the petitioners and pay compensation at market value, or to vacate the occupation”.

“The market value of the land in adjoining villages is more than Rs 3 lakh per kanal. By occupation and non-payment of compensation, the petitioners have been deprived to utilize the compensation amount and also the use of their land for the prolonged period of over 40 years,” the petition read.

In the subsequent decision into the said writ petition, a single bench on December 22, 2003 directed the respondents “to either vacate or acquire the occupied land within three months from the date of decision”.

The respondents, Union of India through Defense Estates Officer, Kashmir Circle  and others, however, sought to challenge the decision before a larger HC bench by filing a Special Leave Petition (SLP), which was also dismissed by a Division Bench on July 23, 2009, thereby upholding the single bench decision of 2003.

“While acquisition is forced sale; requisition is obtaining of tenancy by force of law. However, they are different species. In the event by requisitioning a property, the requisitioning authority converts the same practically into an acquisition, that is, keeps the title-holder of the property away from the property so requisitioned for an unreasonably long period of time that would tantamount to fraud by the requisitioning authority,” the DB headed by then JK Chief Justice Barin Ghosh and Justice Mohammad Yaqoob Mir held in its landmark decision while dismissing the Army Defense Estates SLP in July 2009.

Not pleased with the decision, the respondents approached SC against the HC orders. The apex court too dismissed the appeal thus upholding the HC decision.

“Having heard Solicitor General, we are satisfied that the impugned order does not call for interference under Article 136 of the Constitution. The SLP is dismissed. However, time granted by the learned single Judge and the DB of the HC is extended upto March 31, 2010,” the apex court DB held in its decision dated December 14, 2009.    

However, the respondents failed to act on HC directives even after the expiry of the deadline extended by the apex court. Aggrieved, the petitioners early this year approached HC with a contempt petition against Army respondents.

“HC is requested to initiate contempt proceedings against the respondents. The Chief of Army be directed to ensure compliance of the HC orders and vacate the land occupied,” the contempt petition before HC reads.

· NORTH KASHMIR TO GET 5 NEW POLICE STATIONS

Dec 28: As a consequence of widespread protests in the Valley this summer, the state government is mulling to set up five new police stations in north Kashmir.

Sources told media that police department has submitted proposals to the home department for setting up five new police stations in Baramulla, Kupwara and Bandipora districts which witnessed more than 40 killings of civilians, mostly teenagers and children, at the hands of police and paramilitary CRPF during the summer unrest.

They said the district police chiefs had put the proposal for setting up new police stations before the union home minister P Chidambaram during his last visit to Baramulla.

The new police stations are proposed to be set up in Argam (Bandipora), Kralpora (Kupwara), Bomai (Sopore), Tarzoo (Sopore) and Qalamabad (Mawar). “The creation of police stations is not exclusively for this region as proposals had been moved by other districts also after directions from Police Headquarters,” sources said, adding that they are waiting for formal approval from the state home department.

Sources said that the process was necessitated as many areas virtually ‘slipped out of hands’ of police with protesters calling the shots during the unrest.

With five police districts, the North Kashmir area has more than 15 police stations and nearly equal number of police posts. This region has heavy army presence too with counter insurgency Kilo Force- comprising Rashtriya Rifles battalions- exclusively on anti-militancy duties.

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

· 1200 YOUTH HELD FOR STONE PELTING RELEASED: CM

Dec 5: Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said more than 1200 youths who were arrested for stone pelting have been released. "We have released more than 1200 youths arrested for stone pelting besides removing dozens of bunkers in Kashmir. “I am advocating and working for removal of the AFSPA from the areas where it is not required," Omar said.

"Every possible measure would be taken to make the situation palatable and peaceful for economic and political activities in the state," he said.

· 50 STONE PELTERS ABSCONDING: DIG

Dec 6: Stating that 40-50 stone pelters are absconding in Anantnag to evade the arrest deputy inspector general (DIG) of police, south Kashmir Shafqat Ahmad Watali said that police will not allow anybody to disrupt law and order.

Speaking to media persons on the sidelines of the inaugural ceremony of Police Public School at district police lines Khanabal Watali said, "Police in its crackdown against stone pelters has arrested many youth from the town and are hunting for more 40-50 most wanted stone pelters who have gone hiding to evade the arrest."

He said that there are some elements that are hell bent on disrupting the law and order in the town but police will continue its crackdown against such elements so that the law and order is not disrupted.

On the allegations of the people that police is demanding bribe against the release of youth arrested on charges of stone pelting DIG said, "Such rumors are spread by some elements only to tarnish the image of police. These allegations have no base at all."
· 21115 PERSONS ARRESTED IN 20 YRS
Dec 7: Over 20,000 people involved in militancy have been arrested in past two decades in Jammu and Kashmir, according to a report compiled by the state home department. "21,115 people involved in militancy and other subversive activities, including militants, were arrested in past two decades by security forces and police in Jammu and Kashmir", a recent report on militancy by state home department said. 

Out of 21,115 arrested persons, 613 were arrested this year up to November end, it said, adding there was an increase in the number of arrests as compared to last year's figures of 466 arrests made by police and security forces.

Out of these, 3385 persons were released under 196 Criminal Procedure Code, 4241 released on bail by competent courts, 5133 released by high power committees and 437 freed through Chief Minister's intervention, it added.

· HOME MINISTRY CONTRADICTS JKP

'NO MILITANT HAND IN STONE-PELTING'

Dec 8: Contradicting the police claims over the role of Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) in stone pelting in the Kashmir valley, the Home Ministry said there were no definite reports suggesting the link between the two.

Minister of State for Home, Ajay Maken in written reply to a question in the Rajya Sabha said that there were no definite reports that suggest Lashkar hand in stone pelting. However, the minister said Lashkar’s role in provoking militancy in Jammu and Kashmir can’t be denied. The Minister said that incidents of stone pelting have considerably come down after September, 21 this year.

Pertinently, Inspector General of Police, Kashmir, S M Sahai in a news conference last month had said that police had “concrete evidence” about militants and separatists colluding with each other to create the recent unrest in the Valley.

“As our investigations are making headway, we find increasing evidence that there is a very well-planned operation on part of the Lashkar to carry out incidents of stone-pelting and arson,” IGP had said. 

· 48,664 WEAPONS RECOVERED IN 20-YRS

Dec 10: A state home ministry report has revealed that over 48,664 weapons have been recovered in Jammu and Kashmir since 1989.  Report reveals that 30,473 AK-series rifles, 11,189 pistols revolvers, 1,023 Universal Machine Guns (UMGs), 77 Carbines, 2147 rocket RPG and launchers, 216 LMG and SLRs, 284 number of 303 rifles, 386 sniper Rifles, 69 GPMGs and 2,800 rocket boosters have been recovered in past 20-years. 

 The highest number of 3,504 AK type rifles were recovered in 1992 and 295 rifles were recovered this year, as compared to 285 in 2009, the report adds.  Similarly, 185 pistols were recovered in 2010, followed by 186 in 2009 and highest number of such recoveries of 1,052 in 1996.

· ‘697 JK LEADERS KILLED IN 2 DECADES’

Dec 12: Over 697 political leaders and activists from Jammu and Kashmir have lost their lives during two decade long militancy in the Valley, a report by the State Home Ministry said.

 According to the Ministry's recent report on militancy, the highest number of casualties (100) was reported in 2002 while the lowest 3 were reported in 2008. This year, so far four leaders were killed in the militant activities as compared to six in 2009.   In 2007, militancy claimed the lives of nine leaders, 17 in 2006, followed by 40 in 2005, 62 in 2004, 52 in 2003, 100 in 2002, 76 in 2001 and 35 in 2000.

 Of the 697 leaders and activists killed in militancy up to November, 420 were from ruling National Conference, followed by 96 of opposition People Democratic Party and 85 of Congress party.

 CPI-M lost its 16 leaders, BJP and Awami League 15 each, Independents 14, 12 of Janta Dal, 4 from PDF, three each from Awami Action Committee and Nationalist Congress party, 2 each from JKNPP, JEI, Peoples Conference, Muslim United Front and Awami National Party and one each from Awami Mahaz, Akali Dal and ABVP.

· TORTURE CAN’T BE CONDONED: ARMY

Dec 20: Army said that torture and human rights violations cannot be condoned in any form. General Officer Commanding (GOC) XVI Corps Lieutenant General JP Nehra said torture cannot be condoned in any form. There are many other means of obtaining information. "I think we have enough scientific means and our people are quiet capable of taking it without resorting to torture." he added.

He stated this in response to queries on diplomatic cables leaked by WikiLeaks stating that there was torture and gross violations of human rights in Kashmir. He was talking to media persons at the sidelines of Human Rights Seminar at the lawns of Sanga Akhnoor.

Lt. General JP Nehra said, "I don't like to comment on that because I don't have any specific information about this. What is the fact and what is not I am not aware. They are very old cases. I have no knowledge about that and at the moment I find currently no such cases."

When asked how the people are treated when taken into custody, he said, "You should ask the police because we don't keep a person with us. We hand them over, as per law, to the police within the required time frame."

"We have to respect human rights universally and we have to respect the laws of land. I want to give full credit to our security forces that their track record is one of the best in the world as far as upholding human rights is concerned," White Knight Corps Chief asserted. 

· 20 MILITANTS ACTIVE IN SOPORE, 

26 KILLED THIS YEAR: POLICE 

Dec 27:  Police claimed that around 20 militants are active in Sopore district of North Kashmir and also made the claim that there is liaison between some government employees and Hurriyat cadres “fomenting stone pelting” in Sopore.

 Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of police North Kashmir Muneer Ahmad Khan said that in 2010, 26 militants were killed and 12 were arrested in Sopore police district. “Around 20 are still active in Sopore police district,” he said, adding that every effort is being made to “neutralise” these militant, which according DIG belong LeT, HuM and other militant outfits.

· 25 OGWS ACTIVE IN DODA 

Dec 27: “25 over ground workers (OWG) including some women are active in Doda division, as per the information, police got after the questioning and interrogation of Javed Qureshi a self styled divisional Commander of Chenab Division of Hizbul Mujahideen” said Inspector General of Police Dilbag Singh while addressing media persons here today. 

He added that Javed Qureshi had admitted his involvement in the killings of 51 persons including 13 police personnel, 11 Para military forces personnel, 6 army personnel including a commanding officer of 8 Rashtriya Rifles, 2 surrendered militants, 6 VDC members, and 13 civilians in his 16 years professional carrier as a militant.

There were 14 FIRs in district Doda and 4 FIR in district Udhampur registered against him. “Qureshi has also admitted that he was in constant touch with his mentors including HM supremo, Syed Sallahuddin and his secretary Ibrahim over satellite phone. 

· 25 YOUTH BOOKED UNDER PSA: SSP

Dec 28: Police said that it had arrested nearly 500 youth from old city in connection with disturbing law and order while some 25 youth were booked under Public Safety Act (PSA) in the past 6-months of unrest. “Some 500 stone pelters were arrested from the old city. But majority of them have been released,” Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP), Syed Ashiq Bukhari said on the sidelines of a news conference here. 
 He said some 25 PSAs were slapped against stone pelters. “No minor or a student was booked under the PSA,” the SSP added.

· MILITANTS CHANGING STRATEGY: DGP

‘67 POLICE STATIONS FOR NEWLY CREATED DISTRICTS’

Dec 30: The Director General of Police, Kuldeep Khuda, believes that militants were changing their strategy in Jammu and Kashmir. “The militants and their mentors have seen the writing on the wall and thus changed their strategy. Ironically they successfully exploited innocent people to fulfill their interests,” Khuda writes in a New Year Message Booklet which was distributed to media organizations.


He writes that to reshape the police force on modern lines, “we are strengthening training infrastructure and emphasizing upon areas like counter insurgency operations, crime detection and modern techniques of investigation.”

“Creation of more police stations and police posts has assumed importance in the present scenario and the state government was generous to consider the proposals. Recently three police stations and 67 police posts were sanctioned for newly established districts in the state. In addition the government has already agreed to create five more police stations and three more police posts in North Kashmir,” Khuda writes.

· 470 INFILTRATION BIDS IN 2010, 125 MILITANTS CLAIMED KILLED

Dec 30: This year saw lesser infiltration bids compared to last year along the line of control (LoC) and international border in Jammu and Kashmir. Going by the statistics available with defense, 470 infiltration attempts were witnessed in 2010 compared to 485 in 2009. Defense authorities claimed having killed 125 militants while foiling infiltration bids this year.

Defense sources said that the infiltration bids were made in North Kashmir’s Kupwara, Bandipora and Baramulla districts Sources added that many a militants were also killed in Poonch and Rajouri districts of Jammu region while they were trying to infiltrate into this side.

 
The first infiltration bid, defense sources maintain was foiled in Chowkibal area of Kupwara district in which at least six militants were killed. The second in which army claimed that three militants were killed in Machil, proved out to be fake as all the three were the youth of Rafiabad- Baramulla. In the plains, there were less encounters and streets of valley were ragging with massive protests against the killings of 113 civilians by police and CRPF.

North Kashmir’s Sopore police district records maintain that 26 militants were killed and most of them were foreigner and 12 were arrested. 

IN BRIEF

· PROTEST AGAINST ABDUCTION OF A WOMAN BY IKHWANIS

Dec 12: Hundreds of people staged a massive demonstration against the alleged kidnapping of an elderly woman in North Kashmir’s Bandipora district. The protestors who came from Chaliavan, Aragam, Garoora, Chithaybandi and adjoining villages demonstrated at Gunddachina on Bandipora-Srinagar Road accusing the government gunmen (Ikhwanis) of abducting a mother of six children. They raised slogans against the gunmen allegedly working with the Army and demanded stern action against the accused.

Bibi Jan wife of Muhammad Shafi Baniya of Chaliavan Gujjarpati was allegedly abducted five days ago when she was rearing animals in her house in Challivan, the protestors alleged. Muhammad Shafi said, “a group of masked government gunmen abducted Bibi Jan and took her to forest area.”

The village head, Abdul Rashid Baniya alleged that the group had unleashed a reign of terror in the area.  “The gunmen first kidnap women and children and then extort money from their families. We demand stern action against them,” he said.

Meanwhile, police has arrested four persons, on charges of kidnapping the woman.

Additional Superintendent of Police Bandipora, Shamsher Hussain said “We have arrested four persons in this connection and have speedup the investigation. Two of the arrested person are said to be army sources. However it needs further investigation.”

· ‘EXCESSES’ TRIGGER PROTEST AT ARIPANTH

Dec 12: Strike and protests were observed at Aripanth village in central Kashmir’s Budgam district against the alleged thrashing of men and “mistreating” of women by the forces on Saturday night (Dec 11). The police said it was a case of thrashing and if the accusations were proven, action would be initiated against the accused.

 The residents of Aripanth village in Beerwah said a huge contingent of force personnel cordoned off the house of Ali Muhammad Bhat last night. “After the force personnel knocked the door, Nissar Ahmad son of Ali Muhammad went out of the house to talk to them,” a local Abdul Hameed (name changed) said. “He was ruthlessly beaten without any provocation. Afterwards the family members rushed outside to help their ward. Seeing them, force personnel disappeared.” 

 Later as the family members raised alarm some of the neighbors gathered near their house. “Soon the family entered back,” Hameed said, adding, “Force personnel returned and barged into the house. They beat up men and mistreated women”.  A local said this made the residents furious and they staged late night protests. 

 
Today the locals observed strike against the incident and demanded action against the erring force personnel.  Later, senior police officials visited the spot and assured locals that action would be initiated against Superintendent of Police Budgam Aftab Kakroo said that it was a case of thrashing and if proven true they would take action against the accused force personnel.

 “I have send Tehsildar and SDPO on the spot today,” Kakroo said. “I have told them to record the statements. And if we find any personnel guilty, action will be initiated.” He said that it was reported to him that on Saturday night (Dec 11) 35 RR patrol party led by a Major was returning when they spotted a person. “Party told him to lift his hands for frisking. In return he flashed lights on their face and started running. He was later chased and allegedly beaten,” the SSP added.

 
 “There was some problem in the morning also, but the situation remained under control after we send the officials to take stock of the situation,” Kakroo said.
· CLASHES IN PARIMPORA, SOPORE

Dec 18: Violent clashes broke out in city outskirts. Clashes broke out between youth and a joint team of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and the state police after a youth identified as Fayaz Ahmad, son of Ghulam Rasool Mir was arrested from his shop at Parimpora. Forces used batons and fired numerous teargas canisters to disperse the youth who hurled rocks amid pro-freedom slogans.


 
During clashes, police arrested one more teenager identified as Mugais Ahmad. The arrests further fuelled the clashes between the forces and the protesters. The clashes also hit the movement of transport on the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad highway for some time.

· ARMY TROOPER HELD FOR KIDNAPPING GIRL

Dec 25: A trooper from Army's Para Unit was arrested from Poonch for allegedly kidnapping a girl from Kulgam area of South Kashmir, police said. Acting on a complaint filed by the girl's parents at Kulgam police station, a police party on Friday raided the house of the trooper in Ghaloti Harni area in Poonch district of Jammu division. 

During search of his house, police found the girl there and arrested the trooper namely Mohammad Raquib, who is posted in 1st Para Unit based in Kulgam, they said. Police party from Kulgam took both the trooper and the girl for completing legal formalities and registering a case in this connection.
· LOCAL ELDER, MENTALLY ILL AMONG 5 ARRESTED IN B’PORA

THEY’RE STONE PELTERS, FOMENT TROUBLE: POLICE

Dec 28: Police arrested five persons including a 60-year-old man and mentally unfit youth in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district and accused them of fomenting trouble in the township in last six months.

“Police station Bandipora summoned 60-year-old Ghulam Mohammad Wani of Arin. When he reached the police station, he was detained and put behind bars,” Wani’s family members said. Police also detained four youth Abid Hussain son of Late Habibullah, Abid Ahmad son of Ghulam Mohammad, Rayees Ahmad and Gowhar Ahmad after summoning them.

Confirming the arrests, SHO Bandipora, Khalid Ahmad said Wani was booked for instigating stone pelting. “He was also financing the stone pelters besides providing them logistical support. All the arrested youth were involved in stone pelting and fomenting trouble in Bandipora,” the police officer said.

However, family members of one of the detained youth, Gowhar Ahmad said their ward is mentally unfit. “He does not have any political affiliation and participates in every rally. He also participates in the rallies of mainstream parties and hoists their flags,” they said.

SHO Bandipora said police has no evidence to suggest that Gowhar was mentally unfit. “His mental status could be known only after medical reports and tests,” he added.

· SHOWKAT GURU RELEASED

Dec 29: Showkat Guru who was awarded 10-year sentence by Supreme Court for his involvement in parliament attack in December, 2001, was released after completing the term. “We got a call from our lawyers at Delhi that my brother Showkat has been released,” Showkat’s younger brother, Yasin Guru told media. “I am leaving for Delhi on Dec 30 to bring him home”.

Yasin said he had been to New Delhi earlier this year and had met Jail Superintendent. “He had told me that Showkat will be released in December, 2011,” Yasin said.

Showkat along with his cousin Afzal Guru, who is facing corporal punishment, was arrested from Parmipora here on December 15, 2001. Though Showkat’s wife, Afshan Guru and a Delhi University lecturer, SAR Geelani, were also arrested for their alleged involvement in the attack, the charges were dropped for want of proof and both were acquitted. While Afshan was released on October 30, 2003, SAR Geelani was released a day before
EXPLOSIONS

· 4 HURT IN MYSTERIOUS EXPLOSION: POLICE

Dec 3: Police said that four persons were injured when a mysterious explosive device went off in an orchard in Islamabad district on late December 2 night. However, police claimed that two of the injured persons had a criminal background and had been earlier booked under narcotic act.

 “The explosive device went off in an orchard at Shalgam area of Bijbehara last night injuring four persons. They were shifted to a hospital,” a police officer said.  He identified injured as Irfan Ahmad Dar son of Showkat Ahmad of Waghama, Reyaz Ahmad Dar son of Muhammad Rafiq of Waghama, Parvaiz Ahmad Dar son of Muhammad Shabir, of Shalgam and Muhammad Ashraf Parray son of Abdul Wahab Parray of Takiabal.

 “It was around 11pm in the night when we heard a big bang and suddenly heard the screams for help,” villagers said. They said as they ventured out of their houses they saw four persons lying in a pool of blood in an orchard and rushed them to the hospital immediately.

 “Three of the injured persons had sustained sort of pellet injuries in the thigh while one Muhammad Ashraf had sustained injuries on the chest,” said a doctor attending upon them at SMHS hospital adding that their condition is stable. Police have taken cognizance and registered an FIR No 287/2010 in this regard.

· BOY’S DEATH IN BLAST TRIGGERS PROTEST

Dec 11: Death of 5th standard student and injuries to his elderly brother in a grenade blast near army firing range in Mendhar tehsil of Poonch district triggered protest against the army. The protestors demanded registration of FIR against jawans of unit which practiced last in the area and left the area un-sanitized, compensation to the next kin of deceased and injured and shifting of firing to another place.  

The deceased has been identified as Iftikhar Ahmed, 10, son of Mohammad Latief and his brother as Mukhtiyar Ahmed, 12, Class 6th student, both residents of Behra (Mendhar). 

Police said that both brother left Government Middle School (Boys) Mendhar at 4 in the evening for their native village Behra. On way, while passing by army’s firing range, Iftikhar noticed a ball type unexploded grenade lying there. Iftikhar started fiddling with it and exploded resulting in death of Iftikhar and injuries to his elder brother. Both were, however, shifted to Sub District Hospital (SDH) Mendhar where Iftikhar was pronounced as brought dead by the doctors. The injured was undergoing treatment and his condition was said to be improving.

However, police has registered a case FIR number 222 of 2010 under section 302 and 307 RPC with Explosive Act against the jawans of 39 Rashtriya Rifles which practiced last in the area, at Police station Mendhar. 

· 9 HURT IN PULWAMA BLASTS

Dec 14: Nine persons including two paramilitary troopers and two Forest Department officials were injured in two separate grenade attacks in Pulwama district. Two CRPF troopers and five civilians were injured when a grenade aimed at a mobile bunker exploded in Pulwama town. The incident happened meters away from the Deputy Commissioner’s office where Chief Minister Omar Abdullah was presiding over the District Development Board meeting.

“At around 3:15 PM, unidentified persons hurled a grenade towards a mobile bunker of paramilitary forces near the bus stand of Pulwama. The grenade went off injuring two paramilitary personnel identified as Head Constable Anil Kumar and Constable Manoj Kumar of 182 Battalion of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF),” a police spokesman said. Five civilians including a woman also received splinter injuries.

They were identified as Zubaida wife of Saif-u-din resident of Daramdara-Pulwama, Parvaiz Ahmad son of Ghulam Muhammad resident of Srinagar, Mehraj-din son of Ghulam Nabi resident of Payeen-Pulwama, Muhammad Shafiq son of Ghulam Muhammad resident of Bemina-Srinagar and Muhammad Yousuf Mir son of Abdullah Mir resident of Maspuna-Pulwama. All the injured were immediately hospitalized in the district hospital Pulwama where from one Muhammad Yousuf Mir was later referred to the Bone and Joint Hospital Srinagar. Police have registered a case and further investigations are on. 

Two officials of the Forest Department were injured in another grenade explosion at Kakapora in the same district, sources said. They said unknown persons hurled a grenade towards a police patrol near Kakapora check post; the device missed the target and exploded on the road injuring two officials Fayaz Ahmad and Gulzar Ahmad Bhat. A medical shop of Majeed Ahmad and a Maruti car (No. JK13A-528G6) was also damaged in the blast.

· BOY HURT IN BLAST

Dec 18: A boy was injured in a blast in Sogam area of North Kashmir’s Kupwara district, police said. Ten-year-old Owais, son of Bashir Ahmad Lone of Lone Mohalla, Sogam in the frontier district found some explosive device in his compound and started fiddling with it. The device went off resulting in minor injuries to the boy. 

· GRENADE EXPLOSION ROCKS SOPORE, 5 INJURED

Dec 24: At least five persons, including paramilitary CRPF personnel, were injured in a grenade explosion in north Kashmir’s Sopore town, police said. Superintendent of Police Sopore Altaf Ahmed Khan told media that suspected militants lobbed the grenade on the CRPF bunker near bus stand on Newport-Sopore road this morning. “The device missed the target and fell on the road injuring five persons, including a CRPF man,” he said.

He identified injured as Muhammad Ayub Shalla son of Abdul Gaffar of Model town, Bilal Ahmad Langoo son of Muhammad Amin of Noorbagh, Muhammad Ashraf Bhat son of Abdul Samad of Saripora Rafiabad and Ghulam Mohiuddin Sheikh of Shallapora and constable Anil Kumar of 179 Battalion CRPF.  He said that three of the injured were shifted to Srinagar for treatment and condition of Muhammad Ashraf, who received splinter injuries in head, was stated to be critical.

 Locals said that explosion created panic in the market, with shopkeepers closing their shops and pedestrians scurrying for cover.  “We don’t know where from the grenade was lobbed,” said a local.

· 2 BSF MEN INJURED AS MINE EXPLODES

Dec 25: Two soldiers of Border Security Force were injured in Krishna Ghata Sector in Teshil Mendar after the explosion of an anti personnel mine. As per official spokesperson, BSF personnel of 94 BSF Charlie Company were patrolling in Krishna Ghati Sector near Kirpan post in Teshil Mendhar at around 1700 hours, two soldiers came in spate of an anti personnel mine. As a result, the ankles of both the soldiers were badly injured. They were later shifted to Army Hospital Poonch. Injured soldiers were identified as Constable Rajeev Kumar and Constable Buru Lal.

· GRENADE BLAST AT BATMALOO

Dec 30: Unknown persons hurled a grenade at a CRPF bunker in Batmaloo area. Sources said the device missed the target and exploded on roadside, without causing any damage to life or property. The explosion created panic with pedestrians running for cover over thick blanket of snow. Police and CRPF later cordoned off the area and conducted searches.

SUICIDES/ FRATRACIDIAL KILLINGS

· MAN WORKING WITH BSF ENDS LIFE

Dec 5: A man working as a cook with the BSF allegedly committed suicide at a camp in Bandipora district of north Kashmir, official sources said.

 
Mukesh Kumar Sharma, who was a cook in the 85th battalion, was found hanging from a ceiling fan this morning inside the BSF camp at Mader on the outskirts of Bandipora town, sources said. Post mortem has been conducted on the body and a case registered under section 174 CrPC in this regard.

· CRPF MAN ENDS LIFE

Dec 20: A CRPF man of 163rd battalion allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle at Verinag camp in Islamabad (Anantnag) district of south Kashmir. According to officials, the deceased has been identified as Head Constable, Omar Prakash of Madhya Pradesh.

KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2010

	DATE
	SOLDIERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	Dec 01
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 02
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 03
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 04
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 05
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 06
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 07
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Dec 08
	1
	1
	-
	-

	Dec 09
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 10
	-
	-
	


1
	-

	Dec 11
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Dec 12
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 13
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 14
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 15
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 16
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 17
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 18
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 19
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 20
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 21
	1
	1
	-
	-

	Dec 22
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 23
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Dec 24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 25
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 26
	-
	-
	-
	1(Dead body)

	Dec 27
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Dec 28
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 29
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 30
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Dec 31
	-
	-
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	4
	4
	3
	1

	                                                IN TOTAL
	12 Killings


	Date
	Custodial and Extra judicial Killings
	Women Killed
	Children Killed
	Alleged Disappearances

	11 Dec 2010
	-
	-
	1
	-

	24 Dec 2010
	-
	-
	-
	0

	TOTAL
	0
	0
	1
	0



CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS

Dec 1: Complete shutdown was observed in North Kashmir’s Bandipora town to protest the killing of Zahoor Ahmad Hajam who police claimed was a militant killed in Qamarwari shoot out.

Dec 2: A complete shutdown was observed for the second consecutive day in Shopian town of South Kashmir against the continued detention of youth by police on the charges of stone pelting on troops and police. 

Dec 3: Four persons were injured when a mysterious explosive device went off in an orchard in Islamabad district. The explosive device went off in an orchard at Shalgam area of Bijbehara last night injuring four persons. The injured have been identified as Irfan Ahmad Dar son of Showkat Ahmad of Waghama, Reyaz Ahmad Dar son of Muhammad Rafiq of Waghama, Parvaiz Ahmad Dar son of Muhammad Shabir, of Shalgam and Muhammad Ashraf Parray son of Abdul Wahab Parray of Takiabal.

Dec 4: Pro-freedom protests were witnessed in different parts of the valley after Friday prayers. Violence broke out at many places with protesters allegedly setting ablaze a school bus at Khanyar in Old City. The pick-drop bus of a private Tibetan Public School bearing registration number JK01N-9073 was stopped at Rangar stop in Old City’s Khanyar area by a group of protesters. The protesters allegedly asked the driver, conductor and the lone child boarding the bus to disembark. Later, they torched the bus. The army allegedly beat up the locals and broke down windowpanes of vehicles in Singhpora, Pattan.
Dec 5: A man working as a cook with the 85th Battalion of BSF allegedly committed suicide at a camp in Bandipora district of north Kashmir. The deceased has been identified as Mukesh Kumar Sharma. A case registered under section 174 CrPC in this regard. 

Dec 6: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 7: Zahoor Ahmad Dar son of late Abdul Razak Dar of Islamia Park Old Town, Baramulla who was thrashed by cops in October this year during a shutdown succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS, Soura. According to doctors at SKIMS, Zahoor died due to meningitis.
Dec 8: An Army Captain and a suspected militant have been killed in an encounter in Sopore town of Baramulla district. The army officer, who was injured when militants opened indiscriminate firing on forces at the beginning of the operation in Model Town area of Sopore last evening, succumbed to injuries this morning. The slain militant has been identified as Abdullah Ubaid, a Pakistani national.

Dec 9: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 10: A TATA Sumo driver was mysteriously killed by unknown persons. The deceased has been identified as Mohammad Najeem Hussain 22, son of Wazir Hussain, resident of Basooni village in Mendhar. His body was found with stab wounds 50-60 yards away from the water pumping station. The pumping station is manned by the jawans of Army’s Engineering regiment and BSF jointly for supply of water to their posts in the upper areas. 

Dec 11: A 5th standard student died and his elder brother got injured in a grenade blast near army firing range in Mendhar tehsil of Poonch district. The deceased has been identified as Iftikhar Ahmed, 10, Class 5th student son of Mohammad Latief and his brother as Mukhtiyar Ahmed, 12, Class 6th student, both residents of Behra (Mendhar). 

Dec 12: Police and paramilitary forces had to burst smoke shells and resort to lathi charge in Baramulla to disperse demonstrators, protesting against the arrest of two minor boys. At least five persons were injured. 

Dec 13: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 14: Nine persons including two paramilitary troopers and two Forest Department officials were injured in two separate grenade attacks in Pulwama district. The injured have been identified as Zubaida wife of Saif-u-din resident of Daramdara-Pulwama, Parvaiz Ahmad son of Ghulam Muhammad resident of Srinagar, Mehraj-din son of Ghulam Nabi resident of Payeen-Pulwama, Muhammad Shafiq son of Ghulam Muhammad resident of Bemina-Srinagar and Muhammad Yousuf Mir son of Abdullah Mir resident of Maspuna-Pulwama, Fayaz Ahmad and Gulzar Ahmad Bhat. 

Dec 15: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 16: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.
Dec 17: At least two youth were wounded during clashes in Sopore town. 
Dec 18: A boy was injured in a blast in Sogam area of North Kashmir’s Kupwara district. The injured has been identified as ten-year-old Owais, son of Bashir Ahmad Lone of Lone Mohalla, Sogam.

Dec 19: A CRPF man of 163rd battalion allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle at Verinag camp in Islamabad (Anantnag) district. The deceased has been identified as Head Constable, Omar Prakash of Madhya Pradesh.

Dec 20: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 21: Police claimed to have killed a militant in an encounter near Keeri belt along the Line of Control (LoC) in Rajouri district. Meanwhile, A BSF Jawan was found dead with three bullet injuries at forward post along Line of Control (LoC) in Krishna Ghati area of Mendhar in Poonch district. The deceased Jawan has been identified as Head Constable Mohammad Aslam of 94 battalion BSF.
Dec 22:  No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 23: Police claimed to have killed a militant in a gunfight in north Kashmir’s Zaloora forests. The slain militant has been identified as Ubaidullah of Lashkar-e-Toiba.

Dec 24: At least five persons, including paramilitary CRPF personnel, were injured in a grenade explosion in north Kashmir’s Sopore town. The injured have been identified as Muhammad Ayub Shalla son of Abdul Gaffar of Model town, Bilal Ahmad Langoo son of Muhammad Amin of Noorbagh, Muhammad Ashraf Bhat son of Abdul Samad of Saripora Rafiabad and Ghulam Mohiuddin Sheikh of Shallapora and constable Anil Kumar of 179 Battalion CRPF.  
Dec 25: Many youth were injured in police action in Sopore town when some violent clashes were witnessed after the Friday prayers. Meanwhile, two soldiers of Border Security Force were injured in Krishna Ghata Sector in Teshil Mendar after the explosion of an anti personnel mine. Injured soldiers were identified as Constable Rajeev Kumar and Constable Buru Lal.
Dec 26: Police claimed to have recovered a human skeleton from a migrant Kashmiri Pandit’s house at Ladoo village of Batpora, Pampore. Locals claimed that the skeleton was of Muhammad Maqbool Dar of the same village who went missing in 1995.

Dec 27: Security forces claimed to have killed one self styled Deputy Divisional Commander of Hizbul Mujahideen outfit during a fierce gun battle with police and security forces in district Doda. The slain militant has been identified as Ghulam Nabi Garna son of Mohammad Shaban resident of Chilli Gandoh. 

Dec 28:
No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.
Dec 29: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 30: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.
Dec 31: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

WOMEN /CHILDREN KILLED





Dec 11: A 5th standard student died and his elder brother got injured in a grenade blast near army firing range in Mendhar tehsil of Poonch district. The deceased has been identified as Iftikhar Ahmed, 10, Class 5th student son of Mohammad Latief and his brother as Mukhtiyar Ahmed, 12, Class 6th student, both residents of Behra (Mendhar). 
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