INDOCRACY
For independent political thinkers, it’s amazing why India is still unwilling to resolve Kashmir issue, which internationally is causing her embarrassment, as morally India’s claim on Kashmir is hollow. Admitting the India state have miserably failed to win hearts and minds of Kashmiri people, though, spending 10,000 crore every year. With brute military force India is retaining Kashmir believing that she can win an occupation. A well-known fact about occupation is that it cannot be win, only thing one has to decide is, how much humiliation to accept before leaving.   

There are two Indias – ‘Shining India” and ‘Suffering India”. The shining Indian is formal, world largest democracy, incredible India, corporate India, 8 % economical growth, soft-power, emerging regional power and deserving a permanent seat in United Nations Security Council. The Indian corporate media and corporate world is busy in projecting this image. 

The real India is suffering India. According to Global Hunger Index, India is ahead in poverty than many Sub Saharan African countries. India has largest number of hungry people i.e. two hundred million and 35 percent malnourished children of the world are living in India. 

According to Arjun San Gupta report 77 % Indians live on less than Rs. 20 (1/2 $) per day. India lacks behind at 171 in the world in public health spending less than Sub Saharan countries. According to UN Development Report 55 % of Indian population is poor. There is one doctor for 1700 people and only one operation theater for one hundred thousand people. More people die in road accidents than anywhere in the world i.e. 13 people die every hour. According to Lancet, a medical journal, 23 lac children died in India in 2005 alone. India figures among top-ten countries for communicable diseases. 

According to an activist, Chatan Khotari, 20,706 people died in five years in Mumbai while traveling in over-crowded trains alone, on average of 10 people die every day. In 2004, on birth anniversary of a BJP leader, 12 women died in stampede while collecting free saris, each sari cost not more than Rs. 40. India is incredible, probably; as 563.073 million of its population is mobile subscribers (nearly half of the country with 1.2 billion population), whereas, just 366 million people - around a third of the population have access to proper sanitation. According to a study carried by the United Nations University, a UN Think Tank, a country wealthy enough that roughly half-of-its-population owns phone, but cannot afford the basic necessities, a dignity of a toilet. Nearly 1,500 US billion dollars are black money kept in Swiss Banks by politicians and cronies, which has been stolen from India people. This amount is equalent to Rs. 2.5 lac to every Indian family. Interestingly, if the amount is returned, India will have a tax-free budget for 30 years, according to a PIL file in Supreme Court of India. According to National Crime Records Bureau, a wing of the Union Home Ministry between 1997 to 2007 1,82,936 farmers have committed suicide, unable raise loans of Rs. 800 or less and taxes by the government. According to World Bank Report 25 % i.e. 313 million Indian will be living in extreme poverty by 2015. India is figuring among top-ten in the transparency international and lower on the UN Development Index Report.           
Notwithstanding, grotesque poverty India is the largest importer of arms. According to Stockholm International Peace Research Institute’s report India accounted for 9 % of all international arms import 2001-2010 making it the world largest weapon import country. India has signed 50 billion dollar arms deal after Kargil War 1999. India is obsessed with its hegemony and global ambitions and believes that arms can provide security and hegemony both, contrary to saying of world renowned economist, Mahbub-ul-Haq, “security lies in development not in arms”. India has refused to take lessons from the then mighty Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), which collapsed because of over-militarization.      

The only success of India is democracy with an aberration of emergency 1975-77. When we talk of democracy, it is not merely holding elections, after every five years and having largest constitution of the world. It should be substantive democracy i.e. about political equality, the extent to which individual citizen can inference the decision that affects their lives. Notwithstanding, the procedural democracy, one-half-of-India is under armed conflict. 223 districts are controlled by Naxals, which has been now termed as grave internal security threat. Nearly 40,000 sq miles are under Naxal control, where they are running parallel administrations. According to Defence Intelligence Review, 22 districts of J&K and 60 districts in Northeast, total comprising 312 districts, in India are under conflict i.e. half-of-India is under civil war. A civil war is, in which rebels want to secede from the country or wanted to take over the state. It is both in India and the state is resorting to might to neutralize the armed rebellion without any success from last 63 years. On the contrary, it is widening and the chaos and noise of democracy are not helping it. The social, political and economic injustice of tribal, Dailts and other dispossessed communities has further get marginalized in democracy and now have resort to violence. The corporate India and the corporate media are controlled by upper cast Brahmins and Banyas. According to Media Study Group and CSDS survey 8 % high-cast Brahmins are controlling 71 % jobs in the media. It is they who are obsessed with the shining India and Indian hegemony. 

The myth about India is it is a secular country, despite unleashing atrocities against minorities particularly Muslims. A study carried out by Washington Based Pew Research Center, a highly respectable US Think-Tank, “India is only next to Iraq on religious discrimination perpetuated by individuals and groups,” even Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan and Pakistan fare better in that study. According o South Asia Chapter of 2010 State of World Minorities and Indigenous People, brought out by London based Minority Rights Groups (MRG) International, “The Indian Govt. is using context terrorism measures to arbitrary detain, large number of Muslims. No action is being taken against officials who sanction such detention, even when they are proved illegal,” say the author of the report.  Be it Nellie massacre 1983 (Assam) or Sikh Massacre 1984 or recently Gujarat pogrom 2002 or hundreds of communal riots India’s secular claim came under strict scrutiny. Muslims are getting further ghettoized, even for government jobs they have to change their names. 
After communal riots, members of minority communities are being punished while as members from majority community equally responsible for same crime are seldom taken to law. In Mumbai blast, Muslims were convicted whileas the findings of Sri Krishna Commission indicted powerful Hindu rightwing extremist groups, but there hasn’t been any action against them. Instead the judiciary is also lopsided against them and awarded punishment to members from minority community. The former Uttar Pradesh, Chief Minister Kalyan Singh was awarded one-day sentence in contempt petition for violating the undertaking before the Supreme Court for protecting Babri Masjid. In another glaring example, Zaheera Sheikh, victim of pogrom, whose family was wiped-off in notorious best bakery case, was sentenced for 6 months imprisonment by judiciary for perjury. The judiciary perceived to be “strongest” in the world got exposed by its approach towards minorities, while dealing sensitive matters, where majority community is involved. According to a Sacher Committee Report (SCR), Muslims in India are treated as second class citizens. The SCR was rightly criticized by a Muslim educationalist, Tahir Mehmood whose saying, “where there is will there is a way, where is no will there is survey” has proved him right. After SCR, National Minority Development Finance Corporation was formulated and govt. spends 5000 crore annually on Muslim welfare (Muslims constitute 73 % of minority population) i.e. Rs. 333 per capta, which could be equalent to a normal scam, as India has progressed and prospered in scams. According to Umar Khalidi’s Report on the Composition of the Indian Army that how Muslims have been excluded from the military institutions after 1947. Muslim constituted 36 % jobs in military at the time of partition which has later come down to 2 %. General Cariappa, was against Muslim recruitment in the army. Secret circulars banning Muslims in the army were made. In secular India conversions should not be an issue, but there are anti-conversion laws. Hindu converting to other religion like Christianity or Islam have been regulated by the state, which is in violation of the Article 25 of Indian Constitution, which guarantees right to faith and propagate faith. 

West Bengal constitutes 25.2 % Muslim population with only 2.1 are in government jobs and 50 % children are out of schools. Contrary to J&K state, where minority community are over-represented in the government services according to their population. 
India has so far succeeded in sustaining this duplicity, deception and façade, but there are undercurrents and irrefutable voices against this veneer. Elections cannot be a panacea forever. It would have unavoidable snowballing effect with disastrous consequences for Indian nation. The vested interests and ruling class are getting profited by ongoing Kashmir conflict or conflict elsewhere. They are not even bothered about human sufferings in Kashmiris or suffering Indian. At their cost war crimes are being committed in Kashmir, as the militarization is serving their interest. Suffering India is paying for militarization in Kashmir. If human rights violations are visible in Kashmir to some extent, but the suffering majority Indians (77 % and more), who have no idea of Kashmir, goes unlamented. It is pity that Indians (which has 2nd largest think tanks after US) are still obsessed with Kashmir and its hegemony. Normally, the job of think tank is to influence public opinion and to inform shortcomings or dangers by its studies and surveys. On Kashmir, these think-tanks have no realistic studies so far. Instead they are toeing government line and are competing in ultra nationalist jargon, which is bound to backfire. There is a Swedish saying “face facts otherwise they will stab at your back”. This duplicity in a typical fashion be called Indocracy and is not going to work for long.   

CHILD BEATEN TO DEATH 

On August 2, Sameer Ahmad Rah, 9,  son of Fayaz Ahmad Rah, a 2nd standard student of SD Colony Batamaloo was beaten to death by troopers of CRPF when he was on way to his uncle’s house. The killing caused massive protest demonstrations in his native area. During the protests many protesters got injured when police used force to quell them. 
While speaking to a researcher of The Informative Missive, victim’s father stated, “on the ill-fated day of August 2 at about 3:15 pm my son left for Aloochi Bagh to his uncle’s house for playing carom. I gave him a Pim-pom (toffee) and a pear. He went through inside lanes leading to his uncle’s house. According to eyewitness, as soon as he reached near Guzzar (Crossing Point) and appeared on the road CRPF troopers deployed there pounced on him. Before he could understand anything, they started beating him with bamboo sticks and boots. His head was repeatedly smashed on right side due to which he fell down on the ground. The troopers then trampled his chest under boots and inserted a bamboo stick into his mouth to take out the toffee from his mouth. When troopers thought that he lost consciousness, they threw him into a nearby ground full of stones, which caused his on spot death.” 
The grieved father added, “The whole episode was witnessed by some residents of Shalpora area of SD-Colony Batamaloo, who even had cried when my son was meeting such a brutal CRPF treatment. This was really shocking for me when I found a piece of pear which my sibling had bitten just before he was caught by troopers. I took out that piece of pear after his body reached home.”

According to the locals of SD Colony, Sameer was rushed to the SMHS hospital in a police car after they came to know about the incident. Even the eyewitnesses said that the police personnel taunted CRPF troopers for killing the minor ruthlessly. 
“My son was first taken to Police Control Room (PCR) Srinagar and then to hospital. After I heard about his death I beseeched CRPF people to allow me to go to the hospital, which they denied. Then one of my friends from PCR brought an ambulance and ferried me to the hospital, where I found my innocent Sameer dead in the ward No. 17. Then at about 8:45 pm doctors handed over his body to me which I carried to our locality. Eventually after performing his last rites we buried him in our native martyr graveyard at about 11:30pm”, grieved Fayaz Ahmad.

According to victim’s father, SHO police station Batamaloo, Zahoor Ahmad shortly after Sameer’s killing visited his house and said that he (SHO) reproached CRPF troopers for killing minor in such a brute manner. But according to father the same police officer registered an FIR under No. 93/2010 mentioning that 2nd standard student Sameer was killed during stampede while CRPF men were dispersing an angry mob of 400 people pelting stones on them. The victim family contested the FIR filed by police and termed the details false and baseless. 

The locals affirmed that there was no protest or clash in the area when Sameer was beaten to death.   
FAMILY LOOSE SOLE BREAD EARNER 

On August 3, police shot dead Mehraj-ud-din Lone, 23, son of Mohammad Ayoub Lone of Barthana Qamarwari, Srinagar while protests were going on, against civilian killings, in the area. The locals alleged the youth was shot by a police sub-inspector outside the gate of his house while he was chasing away protesters. However, police claimed that the youth tried to attack the police party.  

The killing triggered massive protest demonstrations in Barthana and its adjoining areas. People in large number defying curfew thronged to streets to protest the killing. The authorities were forced to lift curfew for sometime as the protesters were coming from all directions. To prevent the protests to prolong, CRPF and police resorted to arms firing and teargas shelling. In police action many protesters were injured who later were taken to SMHS hospital.

Mehraj-ud-din’s wailing wife Daizy, 21, while talking to The Informative Missive said, “On August 3 at about 10:30 my husband went out of house to take stock of the situation. Before he could walk further he saw youth running towards main road to participate in pro-freedom demonstrations. Sensing trouble, he stood at the main-gate of the house. Few minutes later, the protesters were chased away by police. Some of them took the lane passing outside our house to avoid police wrath.  My husband was watching all this. Meanwhile, a police party headed by police division officer, Sabzar Ahmad of Qamarwari police post entered the lane to catch them. But the youth succeeded in giving a slip to the police.  Frustrated, the police officer fired on the chest of my husband before he entered the house.”

“After shooting my husband the police party ran away. Mehraj fell on the ground in a pool of blood. Crying, we rushed out and two of our neighboring youth brought a motorbike to rush him to the hospital. We in shrieks rushed behind them. As soon as they reached on the Parimpora – Qamarwari road they were stopped by police and CRPF, who instantly started to beat them up including my wounded husband. The severe beating further worsened his condition. We then carried back his body and took him to the hospital from fruit mandi side. In the hospital the doctors declared him brought dead,” she grieved. 

“The cruel police official killed my son for no fault. He was our sole hope. Besides earning for my treatment, he was feeding his mother, wife and 9-month-old baby. I am paralyzed but never felt dejected because of my son’s support, but now how will I survive? Who will earn for my orphans? Who will pay for my treatment? My son was a vegetable seller not a stone pelter, why he was killed mercilessly? Questioned crippled Mohammad Ayoub, father of Mehraj-ud-din.

He added, “Sabzar Ahmad killed my son intently, as he wanted to create preclusion among protesters. My son was not on the main road and even not away from his home. He was just murdered near the gate of his house. I want my son’s perpetrator be punished, but who will come to help me in fighting for justice that too in a situation when government authorities cover up everything its forces do.”

According to the victim family the police post Qamarwari is delaying FIR. The family accused police of covering the killing since its own officer in charge are involved. The police knew it well that Sabzar Khan killed Mehraj-ud-din.

TROOPERS SHOT DEAD MAN IN CURFEW RELAXATION 
On August 4, troopers of CRPF shot dead a civilian identified as, Ghulam Nabi Badyari, 47, son of late Mohammad Shaban resident of Ganpathyar, Habbakadal while he was buying vegetables from the market in curfew relaxation. The locals alleged that CRPF troopers fired without any provocation and killed Ghulam Nabi in cold blood. 
The news about Badyari’s death brought people on roads in large number who raised pro-freedom slogans and staged demonstrations at Ganpathyar, Habba Kadal, Gaw Kadal and in other neighboring areas.

Bashir Ahmad Badyari younger brother of the deceased, while talking to The Informative Missive said, “In the evening of August 4 at around 7:30pm curfew was relaxed in our area. Curfew has been continuing for days together and was routinely relaxed. For the whole day, my elder brother stayed inside his house but as soon as curfew was relaxed he told his mother that he would go out to bring some vegetables. He purchased potatoes from the market and carried them in the lap (shirt). At the moment there was a group of local volunteer who were checking the essential commodities rates in the market. While returning home he reached straight to the Ganpathyar temple lane. The CRPF troopers deployed in the bunker fired a bullet on his abdomen. He fell down on the road and remained there for 5 minutes as no body could take him to the hospital due to fear of being shot.”

He added, “The CRPF troopers opened fire without any provocation. Neither stone pelting nor protests were going on in the area. After being hit by bullet my brother lost all his blood. Sometime later, one of our neighbours brought his load carrier to take him to the SMHS hospital. He was also accompanied by some local boys. On their way to SMHS hospital they were stopped and beaten severely near Kanikadal bridge and were not allowed to proceed to hospital. Then they detoured through a long way and reached hospital late. In the hospital, he was immediately operated upon but doctors could not save his life as his internal organs had badly damaged. He was given more than 20 points of blood during operation but all efforts proved vain. Finally, doctors declared him dead at 10:15pm.”

“Next day we brought his dead body to home at around 11am. Locals of Ganpathyar and adjoining areas amid curfew tried to participate in his funeral prayers on the Ganpathyar road, but police and CRPF personnel did not allow anybody. Even those who tried to visit our house were beaten severely and during funeral prayers police resorted to violence and fired tear smoke shells over the mourners, in which many of our neighbors and relatives got injured. After funeral prayers only few persons were allowed to ferry the body to martyr graveyard at Dalgate  The police threatened us of dire consequences if anybody raises any slogan on way to the graveyard”, groused victim’s brother.  

According to the victim family this is the first killing in last 20 years in the area. Ghulam Nabi according to his family never participated in any political or other activity. He was engaged in nourishing his widow mother and sister by doing hard labor of collecting rags, iron and plastic on his hand cart.  He was the only bread earner to his frail mother and dejected sister.   

 
Mehra 72, frail mother of slain Ghulam Nabi lamented, “My younger son is living separately. It was only Ghulam Nabi who was taking care of me. He not only was earning for the family but was also doing most of the household work ranging from cooking to washing. He was the sole hope to me but the callousness of CRPF troopers snatched him away unreasonably.”

She grieved, “After my son was shot, the CRPF troopers themselves started to dismantle their bunker so as to project that my son was shot dead after bunker was attacked by people. Even the troopers called media to cover the dismantled bunker. But the locals of our area strongly resisted the ploy of troopers and informed media about the unprovoked firing over my son.”

However, the family is ignorant about the filing of an FIR by the concerned police station. The family tried to collect the copy of the report but police refused on the pretext that they have dispatched the copy to deputy commissioner’s office. 
ELDERLY WOMAN KILLED DURING CLASHES

In the intervening night of 6/7 August, 55-year-old, Aisha Begum wife of late Mohammad Amin Sheikh of Basant Bagh, Srinagar succumbed to injuries at SKIMS after she was hit by a brick in police action during clashes in Basant Bagh area. The locals alleged that the elderly Aisha was hit on the chest by a brick thrown by CRPF troopers while she was on way to buy milk for an infant.

The killing occurred a day after 47 year old Ghulam Nabi Badyari was shot dead by the CRPF troopers at Habba Kadal, little distance away from Basant Bagh. The incident enraged locals of Habbakadal, Basant Bagh and other nearby areas. People raising pro-freedom and anti- India slogans came out on streets and held protest demonstrations. To disperse the demonstrators’ police moved into action and resorted to aerial firing and tear gas shelling. In clashes many demonstrators sustained severe injuries.

Sumaira Jan (14), victim’s grand daughter and an eyewitness to the incident stated while talking to The Informative Missive: “On August 6, the curfew was relaxed at 8pm. For the whole day we could not move out of the house to purchase anything because of the stringent curfew in our area. As soon as curfew was relaxed my grandmother told me to accompany her to market for purchasing baby milk. We left out and reached on the main road, in a while the clashes started between troopers and youth of the area. I had caught up the hand of my grandmother. When clashes started we ran for safety and in the meantime a half brick was thrown over us which hit my grandmother’s chest.”  

She added, “She fell down on the ground and fearful I rushed to my home. Crying I called my uncle and mom out and told them about the happening. They went out on the road.”

Ghulam Mohiudin, elder son of the deceased said, “My mother was in unconscious state on the road. We took and rushed her to the SMHS hospital. After primary treatment she was referred to SKIMS Soura where she was immediately operated. The doctors stated that she had severe cardiac injuries and her heart was ruptured. During operation she succumbed to injuries at about 12:30am. The doctors declared that one of her broken rib bone had pierced and damaged her heart after she was hit by some blunt object in her chest.”
He further added, “We could not understand who targeted our beloved elderly mother with brick. She was not any stone pelter or demonstrator why she was brutalized? “ 

According to the victim family, Aisha’s dead body reached home at about 1:30am and then she was laid to rest in the morning of August 7 in the martyr graveyard Malteng Dalgate. Alike Ghulam Nabi Badyari’s burial only few person were allowed to accompany the dead body for burial.

“For filing a baseless case about my mother’s killing police called us and tried to persuade us to admit that my mother was hit by a stone thrown by youth, but we strongly refused to do so, because we did not know that who targeted our mother. Both CRPF personnel and some boys were hurling stones over each other. Also in the dark my daughter could not noticed where from brick came”, complained Ghulam Mohiudin.

The family alleged that police did not file the case and is reluctant to register it, because we resisted offers from the police.  “We did not want any innocent be implicated falsely in the case of our mother’s killing”, expressed Ghulam Mohiudin.

STUDENT KICKED TO DEATH AFTER BEING SHOT

On August 3, seventeen-year-old, Anis Khursheed son of Khursheed Ahmad of Dangarpora, Eidgah, a 12th standard student of MP School Khanyar was fired upon by CRPF troopers at his abdomen and later kicked his injured spot. The beating continued till he breathed his last, beneath the jackboots. 

Family and Eyewitnesses Narrative

On August 3 at 12 noon Anis told us that he will get his cell phone recharged from an Airtel outlet in the locality. After recharging his cell phone he went along with his friends. All of them six in number reached on the Mirjanpora Bridge and were talking to each other. The bridge road opens up on Eidgah-Soura road. From the main road a passing cavalcade of CRPF troopers stopped on seeing the youth on the bridge inside the lane at about 150 meter distance from them.  Anis and his friends tried to move away from the bridge but instantly the troopers shot 3 bullets over the youth without any provocation.

One of the bullets hit Anis on the right side of abdomen. After receiving bullet Anis fell down on the road. The troopers chased through the lane and reached near Anis. A group of troopers started to kick him on his abdomen exactly at a place where he had received bullet. They also rolled over his body a cement pole due lying on the roadside. Due to severe beating, for 10 minutes after being hit by bullet, he died on the spot. He was rushed to the SMHS hospital but doctors declared him brought dead.

According to deceased family Anis never participated in stone pelting or any other political activity. He was an intelligent student and a very kind son.

The victim family said that police registered a case and portrayed Anis as a stone pelter and stated that he was killed while he tried to attack a police cavalcade, which according to eyewitnesses is baseless.  

IPTK LODGES COMPLAINT WITH UNHRC

Aug 9: The International Peoples Tribunal on Kashmir (IPTK) had lodged a complaint with the Officer of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and submitted a dossier to Dr Christof Heyns, Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary, or Arbitrary Executions, demanding an investigation into the killings of civilians over past two months in the Valley. 

 The complaint documents a list of 51 civilians who were killed by paramilitary CRPF and police in Kashmir between June 11 and August 8 of 2010.

 “The Special Rapporteur is expected to address the allegation to the Government of India, typically requesting a response within 60 days. We request that the United Nations High Commission for Human Rights hold the Government of India accountable, investigate the conditions of repression in Kashmir, and ask that a minimum agenda for conflict resolution be followed,” the complaint states. 

 “The widespread peaceable protests across Indian-administered Kashmir dissenting the suppression of civil society by Indian forces have been continuously brutalized by the police, military, and paramilitary without provocation. Indian forces have acted with the knowledge and sanction of the Government of India and the Government of Jammu and Kashmir, using human rights violations to maintain military governance,” it states. 

 It states that in numerous instances, the repeated repression by state forces provoked civilians to engage in stone pelting and to be in non-compliance with unremitting curfews. 

 It further states that in certain instances civilians were engaged in acts of violence, including arson. “There have been no reports of deaths of military, paramilitary, and police personnel resulting from violent acts by civilians. Each instance of civilian violence documented was provoked by the first and unmitigated use of force on civilians and or persistent extrajudicial killings on the part of Indian forces.”  

 The cases, it states are recorded by IPTK are often interconnected. “Individuals protesting the actions of Indian forces, caught in the midst of the unrest, or mourning the death of a civilian killed, without provocation, by Indian forces, were fired upon, leading to other killings by Indian forces, more civilian protests, greater use of force by the police and paramilitary, use of torture in certain instances by Indian forces, more killings by Indian forces, larger, even violent, civilian protests, and further state repression. They tell a story of the web of continued violence in which civil society in Kashmir is confined.” 

 It maintains that in the deaths documented by IPTK, family and community members were largely unable to lodge First Information Reports (FIRs) due to unrest in their locality, or their requests to record FIRs were denied by the police. “In most instances where FIRs have been lodged, the police have recorded them without consulting relevant stakeholders. At times, personnel from police stations whose officers were perpetrators of the crime, or personnel from neighboring police stations, recorded the FIRs. Indian forces have threatened eyewitnesses. Civil society activists and media persons were denied access to localities in which the killing(s) took place.”

 It states that along with civilians, Kashmiri journalists have been targeted by the troopers. It claimed that the arrests have been made on uncorroborated suspicion, as evidenced by the cases of Advocate Qayoom, Advocate Shaheen, and Muhammad Fazili. It alleged that the police have engaged in extortion and demanded bribes from those in custody and those seeking to free the imprisoned.

 The IPTK states that between January 1 and August 8, 2010, reportedly 84 civilians have been killed (66 were killed by Indian forces, including military, paramilitary, and police), 120 persons identified as militants have been killed, and 66 troopers have been killed (34 were killed by militants, 16 committed suicide, 2 died in fratricidal killings, 8 died in grenade/mine explosions, and 6 were killed by unidentified gunmen). 

 “Fake encounter killings are utilized to enhance the supposition of cross-border terrorism. Cross-Line of Control infiltrations and insurgency into Kashmir are real and significant issues, even as the Indian state exaggerates these realities to escalate militarization. During the humanitarian crisis that has subsumed the Kashmir Valley in summer 2010, civil disobedience paralleled that of 1989 as well as 2008.” 

  
The IPTK as a body comprised of human rights defenders, states that it was committed to peaceable methods of conflict resolution. 

 “In order to ensure interim conditions that are facilitative of non-violent conflict resolution, and enable ethical civil society participation, we urge that the Government of India, the Government of Jammu and Kashmir, and the military, paramilitary, and police be held accountable to a minimum agenda in Indian-administered Kashmir.” 

 The IPTK has further demanded immediate halt to, and moratorium on, extrajudicial killings, and the use of torture, kidnapping, enforced disappearance, and gendered violence by the Indian military, paramilitary, and police. Besides it demanded the instatement of a Truth and Justice Commission for political and psychosocial reparation, permitting spaces for acknowledging the culture of grief and the staggering corporeal and spiritual fatalities of the past two decades, to imagine and energize local and civil society initiatives in order to heal, and imagine a different future.

MAYHEM, 5 MORE KILLED, 135 INJURED
SOG CAMP, TEHSILDAR OFFICE SET ABLAZE, SAFFRON TOWN TURNS RED, 2 YOUTH SHOT AT IN BATMALOO

Aug 1: Police and CRPF men killed three more protesters in the Valley, while four persons were killed and dozens injured in a powerful blast at the camp of Special Operations Group camp of Police at Khrew when angry youth set it ablaze late in the evening.
PAMPORE/KHREW

Two youth were killed in the Saffron town Pampore when police and paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire at the protesters, while a teenage girl, was shot dead by the force personnel in nearby Khrew area. Witnesses said that hundreds of people, including women and children, took to the streets at different places in Pampore, on Srinagar-Jammu highway this morning. People from nearby villages including Alochibagh, Hatiwara, and Galender joined the demonstrations on the highway and staged a sit-in.

Police and paramilitary CRPF men tried to disperse them but they refused to budge. They resorted to baton charge and opened indiscriminate fire on the demonstrators. Scores of people were injured in the firing. A youth identified as Nayeem Ahmed Shah, 20, son of Bashir Ahmad Shah of Pampore was shifted to SMHS hospital where doctors declared him brought dead. “He was dead by the time we received him,” an official of the SMHS hospital said.

Another youth, Rayees Ahmad, 18, who was being shifted to a Srinagar hospital, succumbed to his injuries near Nowgam, Bypass. Several other injured were shifted to hospitals at Pampore and at Srinagar. Witnesses said that SOG men fired on a procession at Khrew which was heading towards the highway.

“The procession was peacefully marching towards highway. But police and SOG men intercepted them resulting in a confrontation between the SOG men and protesters,” witnesses added. The angry protesters then attacked the SOG camp with stones wherefrom policemen fired indiscriminately on the people. “At least 13 people had bullet injures even as people refused to move back despite firing which continued for around three hours,” the eyewitnesses said.

Afroza Teli, 15, was removed to a SKIMS where she breathed her last. “Afroza had a fire arm injury in her head. She breathed her last here,” doctors at SKIMS said.

One of the injured, Riyaz Ahmad Bhat, 22, of Khrew was admitted to a hospital in a critical condition. “He is not stable,” doctors attending upon him said. The word about the killings brought more people on roads who raised anti-police and anti-SOG slogans. At Khrew, angry protesters set ablaze Irrigation office as the news about Afroza’s death spread in the area.

The enraged protesters set on fire Tehsildar’s office, a court building and attacked the police station Pampore. They also burnt a government vehicle and a police Gypsy as the bodies of the youth reached in the area. Police and CRPF repeatedly baton charged protesters and lobbed tear gas shells on protesters carrying coffins.

Officials at SMHS hospitals said several of the injured from Pampore and Khrew were admitted in the hospital. The injured include Muhammad Muzaffar Ganai of Pampore (hit by a bullet in abdomen); Fayaz Ahmad Malik of Pampore (bullet injury in chest); 9-year-old girl, Reshma of Pampore (bullet injuries in her neck) and Muhammad Younis Bhat of Khrew.

Officials at SKIMS, Soura said that four injured, who had bullet injuries, were undergoing treatment in the hospital.

2 KILLED, DOZENS INJURED IN KHREW BLAST

Two youth were killed and dozens injured in a powerful blast at the camp of Special Operations Group of Police at Khrew after angry youth set it on fire after the killing of young boys and a teenage girl by police and CRPF earlier in the day. A powerful blast rocked the SOG camp at around 7.30 in the evening after angry protesters set ablaze one of the buildings of SOG of police. The SOG and policemen retreated from the camp and took refuge in a nearby Army camp.

Witnesses said two person were dead on the spot while scores others were injured. One of the dead-on-spot was identified as Javaid Ahmad Sheikh, 18, of Wuyan. Six persons were shifted to SMHS hospital in a critical condition where one of them Muhammad Amin Lone, 22, son of Ghulam Ahmad Lone, of Shalnag, Khrew was declared brought dead. 
“One of them was brought dead here while the condition of others is very critical,” said an official at SMHS hospital. Given the injuries and the intensity of the blast, officials said toll was likely to rise.

Locals said it was not the police ammunition which went off due to fire. “It were detonators and gelatin rods belonging to the private cement factories used for blasting lime stones in the area,” they said.

Witnesses said the blast was so powerful that its tremors could be felt several kilometers away. The bodies they said lied scattered near the camp as both the buildings of SOG and police station were razed to ground.

2 YOUTH SHOT AT IN BATMALOO

In a separate incident of firing at Batmaloo here, two youth were injured critically late during the night protests, locals said. "Police and paramilitary CRPF men opened fire at demonstrators near the Batmaloo Chowk injuring two youth critically. They were rushed to a hospital where doctors described their condition as critical," locals added.

The entire Srinagar city remained under a curfew. Huge deployments of police and paramilitary CRPF troopers imposed tough restrictions across the city. The forces didn’t allow any civilian movement and beat-up civilians who ventured out of their homes. In the evening, hundreds of people came out on roads in downtown localities of Iddgah, Narwara, Nowhatta, Rajouri Kadal, Bohri Kadal, Fateh Kadal, Zaina Kadal, Nowshera areas, after announcements were made over Masjid loud speakers to defy curfew following killings in Pampore.

People came out in large numbers and raised pro-freedom slogans. At Iddgah CRPF fired a few shots in air but they eventually retreated from the area. Police and CRPF were also withdrawn from other areas as well.

In uptown Chanapora, people poured on to streets and staged protests after police raided several localities and detained several youth. Locals said that police detained boys as young as a 10-year-old kid. Police fired several rounds of fire in air to disperse the protesters.

Police and paramilitary CRPF forces lobbed tear gas shells and opened fire at several places in Galwanpora, Hyderpora, Gangbugh and Tengpora localities after hundreds of people defied curfew and tried to come out. Locals offered resistance and pelted stones on forces triggering clashes.

MASSACRE ON, 8 MORE DIE IN POLICE ACTION

Aug 2: Eight more persons were killed and nearly 200 wounded in police and CRPF action across the Valley. Five unarmed protesters fell to the bullets in different areas of south Kashmir, while one of the victims’s injured in yesterday’s firing at Bijbehara succumbed at SK Institute of Medical Sciences in Srinagar this morning. Forces shot dead a civilian in frontier district of Kupwara and a minor was beaten to death by paramilitary CRPF troopers at Batmaloo in Srinagar. 

2 KILLED IN SANGAM

Two persons were killed in Sangam area when police and CRPF troops fired on protesters who were trying to stage a demonstration against the ongoing killing spree. Eyewitnesses said people from peripheries and adjacent villages of Sangam reached there and joined the protesters. On reaching Sangam bridge troops tried to stop them but the protesters refused and the clashes started.

While the clashes were going on a youth Basharat Ahmad Reshi, 14, son of Muhammad Ismail Reshi of Wachi who was going to join protesters was fired upon by police and killed on spot. Locals said a policeman of his own village fired upon him and later he was thrown into river Jehlum. Enraged by the police action the protesters set ablaze the house of the policeman at Wachi and moved on. However, the protesters were again intercepted by CRPF troops on Sangam outskirts.

Locals said the troops caught hold of a handicapped youth Irshaad Ahmad (17) son of Muhammad Abdullah of Reshipora Sangam. They said, he was first tortured and later fired upon by the CRPF men. Six persons also received bullet injuries when police and CRPF troops opened fire on protesters at Sangam Bridge. The condition of two of them is stated to be critical.

2 DIE IN KULGAM

In Kulgam, a class ninth student Ashiq Husain Bhat son of Ghulam Hassan Bhat of Kulgam was killed when CRPF troops opened fire on peaceful protesters at Chawalgam village. The protesters were marching towards Kulgam town. 

Another youth Bilal Ahmad of Muhammadpora Kulgam was also injured critically. While six other people including an ambulance driver of the district hospital, Kulgam received tear gas shell injuries.

Later in the evening paramilitary CRPF trooper’s resorted to indiscriminate firing on the protesters in Kulgam town killing one Rameez Ahmad, 16, son of late Abdul Rasheed Bhat, on the spot and injuring three others, one of them critically. Rameez whose father had expired only a few days back received bullet on the left side of the chest on the heart. Later thousands of people including women and children were coming on the streets and staging protests.

YOUTH DIES IN KAKAPORA

In Kakapora area of Pulwama district a 22-year old Imam (cleric) and Hafiz Muhammad Yaqoob Bhat son of Abdul Rehman Bhat of Zadoora was killed when police and CRPF troops opened fire on peaceful protesters who were on way to Khrew to express solidarity with the family members of victims killed in a blast on 1st August.

Eyewitnesses said thousands of people from villages of Goosu, Naman, Wagbugh, Chewakalan, Zadoora and Newa were marching towards Khrew Pampore. On reaching Kakapora they were intercepted by police and CRPF troops and stopped from moving forward. “When we refused to go back both police and CRPF troops fired indiscriminately on us,” witnesses said.

While 13 persons sustained bullet injuries, Bhat who also runs a candle manufacturing unit at his home was hit by a bullet in chest. He died on the spot.

YOUTH SUCCUMBS

In Bijbehara township of Islamabad district Tariq Ahmad (17) son of Farooq Ahmad Dar of Semthan Bijbehara succumbed at SKIMS Soura this morning. At least 36 persons were injured in Bijbehara town when police and troops fired upon Shiekh’s funeral at Jablipora. Hilal Ahmad Bhat and Lateef Ahmad Khan were critically injured and shifted to SKIMS Soura.

Intense clashes broke out between CRPF troops and protesters at various places in Kulgam, Islamabad, Pulwama and Shopian townships. In Pulwama town six persons were injured in the police and CRPF firing on the protesters who defied curfew and staged pro-freedom demonstrations. Two of the critically injured persons were referred to Srinagar.

Six persons were injured in tear gas shelling on protesters at Qaimoh and Khudwani areas in Kulgam. In Shopian two persons Mukhtar Ahmad Khan and Moin Ahmad were critically injured at Bonigam area when police and troops fired rubber bullets on protesters who defied curfew restrictions and tried to hold a protest demonstration. A youth Imtiyaz Ahmad Dar was hit by a bullet at Batengoo Khanabal in Islamabad town when troops fired upon protesters who were protesting against the alleged reign of terror unleashed by SOG men.

“The SOG men barged into several houses in Batengoo, and beat up the inmates including women and children. They also tore apart clothes of women,” locals alleged.

Hundreds of people defied curfew swarmed on to the highway. Despite heavy tear gas shelling and aerial firing the protesters offered stiff resistance and continued to block the highway the entire day. A 45-year-old man, Muhammad Iqbal Ganai of Payibugh of KP road, Islamabad who was mercilessly beaten by the CRPF men at his residence in Payibugh is battling for life in the district hospital.

“Ganai has severe abdominal injuries and is being operated,” said a doctor adding that his condition is critical.

Later in the evening people in the old town areas of Malakhnag, Cheeni Chowk, Reeshi Bazar, Kadipora, Dangerpora, Sherpora, Janglat Mandi, Achbal Adda, Sarnal, Laizibal and also Lal Chowk defied the curfew restrictions and staged massive pro-freedom demonstrations.

Three persons were injured in Dooru Shahabad in clashes between protesters and police. Dozens of police and CRPF men were also injured in stone pelting. 

YOUTH KILLED IN KUPWARA

 A youth was killed when paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire on protesters at Kralpora in frontier district of Kupwara. Witnesses said the incident occurred when hundreds of protesters were marching from Kralpora. “When the procession reached near Khuzanmutti Bridge, troopers stationed there opened fire on the protesters injuring Khursheed Ahmad War son of Maqbool War of Shumnag critically. He succumbed to injuries on way to hospital,” they added.

“We were protesting peacefully when the troopers opened fired. There was no provocation from our side,” the locals said. “The victim had received several bullets in his abdomen and his intestines and other organs were damaged. He was brought dead to the hospital” said the Block Medical Officer Kupwara, Dr Ramzan.

PROTESTS IN BANDIPORA
At least ten persons were wounded three of them critically when police and troopers resorted to indiscriminate firing and tear gas shelling in Ajas village in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district.

 Defying curfew thousands of people from Sonarwari, Kralpora, Mantigam and Pazalpora organized massive pro-freedom demonstrations and tried to march towards Bandipora town. They were intercepted by the troopers near Ajas village. They fired teargas canisters and later resorted to indiscriminate firing injuring at least four protesters two of them critically.
 One of the critically injured Amir Ahmed Sheikh was referred to Srinagar while others were admitted in district hospital, Bandipora. One of the injured persons, Javed Ahmed Bhat son of Ghulam Muhammad Bhat, was hit by a tear smoke canister on his head and was referred to Srinagar.

4 KILLED IN FIRING; KHREW YOUTH SUCCUMBS

Aug 3: Paramilitary CRPF troopers and policemen killed three youth in Srinagar, while a youth fell to the bullets in south Kashmir’s Kulgam district, and a youth injured in clashes at Khrew, 2-days ago, succumbed to injuries at SK Institute of Medical Sciences, officials and reports said.  More than 150 people were injured throughout the Valley. Meanwhile, the state government today ordered shoot-at-sight in Srinagar to prevent people from defying curfew.

3 YOUTH KILLED IN SRINAGAR

 In the fresh spate of killings in the city, three youth were killed in separate firing incidents by Police and CRPF, while nearly 70 others were wounded as people defied curfew and staged peaceful protests across the summer capital. The first casualty of the day was a youth, identified as Meraj-ud-Din Lone son of Muhammad Ayub Lone of Barthana, Qamarwari.  Witnesses said police and CRPF fired directly upon a peaceful procession injuring four protesters. The injured were rushed to SMHS hospital where one of them, Meraj-ud-din Lone, 23, succumbed.

 
Massive protests broke out in Qamarwari locality against the killing, which spilled over to other areas of the city including Shalteng, HMT, Iddgah, and other adjoining areas. At Narwara near Iddgah, forces again resorted to indiscriminate firing on protesters killing Anis Ahmad Ganai, 17, son of Khursheed Ahmad Ganai of Dangerpora, Narwara. The deceased was hit by a bullet in his abdomen and died at SMHS hospital.

 
As the word about another killing spread protests across the city intensified. Police and CRPF men repeatedly resorted to baton charge and lobbed tear gas shells to disperse the protesters. Police ruthlessly beat people whom it could catch. They also beat-up and opened fire to chase away the media-persons present at the spot.

 
Hundreds of people, carrying Anis’s body marched towards Jamia Masjid in old city where they offered his funeral prayers. He was later laid to rest at Martyrs’ graveyard at Iddgah. At several points’ police and CRPF men resorted to aerial firing and lobbed teargas shells on the mourners. However, they didn’t relent and marched ahead.

FIRING IN PARIMPORA

 As the protests were on, police and CRPF men opened fire to disperse the demonstrators at Parimpora on city outskirts. In the police action at least five persons sustained injuries. The injured were rushed to a hospital where Suhail Ahmad Dar, 15, of Zainakote HMT succumbed. Bullet had hit the deceased in his abdomen.

YOUTH KILLED IN KULGAM

 A youth was killed and 15 others injured six of them critically when police opened fire on the protesters at Frisal in south Kashmir’s Kulgam area. Witnesses said that hundreds of people from Yaripora, Arwani, Khudwani, Redwani, Qaimoh and other adjoining villages held a massive pro-freedom demonstration this morning. 

Police and paramilitary men who were deployed in strength in the area opened fire to disperse the protesters killing a protester, Jahangir Ahmad son of Muhammad Yousuf Bhat, of Chenigam Yaripora on the spot and injuring 15 others. Out of which six critically injured persons were referred to Srinagar for specialized treatment. Doctors attending upon injured described the condition of Bilal Ahmad Wagay of Budroo, Yaripora as “not stable.” 

KHREW YOUTH SUCCUMBS

 A 25-year-old youth, Reyaz Ahmed Bhat from Khrew in south Kashmir succumbed to his injuries at the SK Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura. Bhat was critically injured during clashes with the police and the CRPF men on Aug 1 in Khrew. “Reyaz had sustained a firearm injury in his head, and died at the hospital this afternoon,” doctor at SKIMS said.

PROTESTER SHOT AT IN BARAMULLA
 A 45-year-old man, Muhammad Akbar Wani son of Muhammad Shaban Wani, of Rangwar Baramulla was critically wounded, when police fired upon demonstrators in north Kashmir’s Baramulla town.  Police resorted to indiscriminate firing on protesters from Rangwar and Ushkara villages, when they tried to march towards Baramulla town to stage protests against the recent killings across the Valley, witnesses said.

 They said a bullet hit the victim on his head and was referred to Srinagar for specialized treatment. Several people were also wounded due to teargas shelling and baton charge in the incident.  The protesters also torched the two-storeyed building of Irrigation and Flood Control department at Khawja Bagh Baramulla. The police bunkers on Singhpora Bridge were also razed to ground by people.

SHOOT AT SIGHT ORDERS

 Police announced shoot-at-sight orders in various parts of the city. It asked civilians to stay indoors.  At 11: 00 am police Flying Squad made announcement on loud speakers all along the Airport road directing people not to tread out.

 “Srinagar shehar main sakht tareen curfew nafiz kiya gaya hai, log apnay gharoon say bahar na niklain warna dekhtay hi goli maar di jaaye gi (Strict curfew is being imposed in Srinagar city. People shouldn’t come out of their homes or else they will be shot at sight),” the Gypsy announced. Similar announcements, according to reports, were also made in other parts of the Valley.

 Soon after the announcement a cavalcade of Gypsies from police’s Special Operations Group (SOG) started doing the rounds of the Airport Road between Haiderpora and Humhama with armed men allegedly shouting abuses on the residents. The locals accused the government of this “new kind of harassment where the SOG men are resorting to psychological torture of the people.”

BEMINA YOUTH DIES IN FIRING

Aug 4: Paramilitary CRPF troopers shot dead a youth in uptown Srinagar. Policemen and paramilitary CRPF troopers with shoot-at-sight orders continued to impose strict curfew in the 10 districts of the Valley for the sixth consecutive day. However, people defied curfew at many places and staged protests. In the clashes at least 18 persons were wounded.

 “A patrolling party of CRPF opened fire on a group of youth near Nund Reshi colony Bemina this evening. A bullet hit one of the youth Muhammad Yaqoob Bhat son of Sheikh Muhammad Yusuf Bhat. He was rushed to a hospital where doctors declared him brought dead,” witnesses told media. As the word about Bhat’s death spread in the area hundreds of people took to the streets and staged massive pro-freedom demonstrations. Protests were on when this report was filed.

In another incident people alleged that a 52 year old man was beaten ruthlessly by CRPF troops inside his house at Prang Kangan. “He later died due to cardiac arrest”, the doctors said. 

 “Paramilitary CRPF troopers shot at and injured a man, Ghulam Ahmed, at Ganpatyar Habba Kadal,” witnesses said. They said the injured was rushed to a hospital in critical condition. Another youth also sustained bullet injuries in the CRPF firing.

Paramilitary CRPF troopers shot at and injured a civilian, Ishfaq Ahmed Gundroo, 20, in north Kashmir’s Sopore.

POLICE VERSION

A police spokesman in a statement here said: “Situation in the Kashmir valley remained by and large peaceful, however, one vehicle of IR 9th was damaged in Pampore by some miscreants and one condemned vehicle Gypsy bearing number JKE/6720 was set on fire by some miscreants in Qamarwari area.”

“In Shopian, protesters attacked the Forest Protection Force complex comprising of about ten buildings and tried to set on fire the complex and the vehicles parked in the compound. Police party immediately reached the spot was able to save eight buildings and three vehicles; however, protesters set ablaze two buildings and one Gypsy which gutted completely.”

TWO KILLINGS 
Aug 7: An injured youth of Sopore and woman of Srinagar succumbed to injuries, sparking fresh protests in apple town and uptown Srinagar.

NORTH

A youth Rameez Ahmad son of Ghulam Nabi Reshi of Sopore, who was critically injured in CRPF and police at Warpora Sopore August 6, succumbed to injuries at SKIMS Soura on August 7 morning. “Rameez was hit by a bullet in head and was operated by team of doctors in SKIMS. He succumbed to injuries this morning,” doctors said.

When Rameez’s body reached his native place, hundreds of men, women and children from Mundji Sopore and its adjoining areas including Warpora, Arampora, and Dooru took to streets and staged pro-freedom and anti-India demonstrations.

Rameez was laid to rest at ancestral graveyard amid pro-freedom and anti-India slogans. Hundreds of people attended his Nimaz-e-Jinazah.

Later, hundreds of people mainly youth took to streets and fought pitched battles with the police and CRPF men, who were deployed in strength in the town. The cops lobbed tear smoke shells and resorted to baton charge to disperse the agitating youth.

CENTRE

The CRPF men thrashed a youth identified Ishtiyaq Ahmed Sheikh of Natipora while he was riding a bike in the evening. Eyewitnesses said CRPF personnel attacked Ishtiyaq with a baton while he was riding bike. “He fell from his bike and CRPF men pounced on him and thrashed him mercilessly,” they said adding he was shifted to Bone and Joints hospital.

An official of Bone and Joints hospital termed his condition as stable. “He is undergoing treatment,” he said.
YOUTH SUCCUMBS

Aug 8: A youth, injured in police firing in Shalteng on August 3, succumbed to his injuries at the SK Institute of Medical Sciences Soura. The 17 year old Fida Nabi Lone son of Ghulam Nabi of Usmanabad HMT was injured when CRPF personnel opened fire during a funeral procession in HMT on Aug 3.

Dr Tabish, Medical Superintendent SKIMS, told media that Fida died of intracranial hemorrhage. “Fida was on ventilator in ICU at SKIMS since he got bullet injury as he had a bullet injury in face and head and was admitted to the hospital on August 3, he said.

Family sources said Fida passed away at 9: 30 PM at SKIMS Soura.. He was the brother of Rising Kashmir photographer, Hakeem Abid. A pall of gloom descended the area after the news of Fida's death spread. People took to streets and shouted pro-freedom and anti-India slogans. 
60-YEAR-OLD SHOT DEAD 
Aug 13: Police and CRPF men shot dead a 60-year-old Ali Mohammad Khanday of Khanday Mohalla Pattan while enforcing the curfew. Khanday’s relative Mohammad Subhan said that he was shot in the head by the cops when he was on way to Masjid at about 11 am. “He went to clean the Masjid for Friday prayers. As he travelled some distance, the cops deployed there shot him without any warning. He sustained bullet injury in the head and was refereed to SKIMS, Soura where he succumbed to injuries,” he said.

Another person Nazir Ahmad was also injured in the incident and has been admitted in SDH Pattan. As the news about Khanday’s death spread, hundreds of people defied curfew and took to roads. 

People from Palhallan, Singhpora, Tapper, Hamray and adjoining areas also came out of their homes and tried to participate in the funeral procession of Khanday. However, they were intercepted by police and CRPF men near Palhallan and Tapper and the cops fired numerous tear gas canisters and resorted to firing to disperse them. At least 15 persons were injured in clashes in Pattan and adjoining areas.

According to medical sources, two youth identified as Showkat Ahmad Malla (18) and Irshad Ahmad Mir (18) sustained bullet injuries in hip and abdomen respectively. They were shifted to Kreeri SDH, where from doctors referred them to SKIMS Soura.

TWO KILLED, FOUR INJURED IN FIRING  
Aug 13:  Eyewitnesses told media that after finishing the Friday congregational prayers, thousands of people assembled at Bomai Chowk and took out a peaceful pro-freedom rally. “As the rally passed through camp of CRPF 49 bn, the paramilitary troopers without any provocation fired on the protesters, causing on spot death of two youth Arif Mir (19) son of Maqsood Mir and Sameer Lone (18) son of Maqbool lone of Lagropora, Sopore. Four persons sustained injuries in the CRPF action,” they said.

The injured were shifted to a nearby hospital, where from two of the critically injured identified as Nazir Ahamd Shah and Shakir Ahmad Ganaie were referred to Srinagar hospitals for specialized treatment.

As the news spread that two youth have died in CRPF firing, hundreds of people took to roads in Bomai and adjoining areas staged the pro freedom demonstrations. The protestors fought pitched battles with police and CRPF men, who lobbed tear gas canisters and resorted to aerial firing. The clashes continued for some time during which 15 persons sustained injuries.

Police Speaks

A police spokesman said at Bomai, Sopore mob attacked 92 BN CRPF camp and at Trehgam Kupwara and at Pattan, the police and CRPF men were targeted. 
“In Pattan miscreants violated curfew and indulged in heavy pelting on the cops. At many places mobs were hell bent on attacking police and public property. 

Though they indulged in heavy stone pelting, however, police and security forces exhibited restraint and used tear smoke and lathi charge. The cops’ forces had to fire when mobs did not pay any heed to repeated calls for dispersal. Two persons lost their lives at Bomai, in Sopore, one in Trehgam and one in Pattan,” he said.

The spokesman said at least 30 police and CRPF men and 10 civilians were injured in the clashes. He urged public to cooperate with police in maintaining law and order in their vicinities.

TEENAGER FELL TO BULLETS 
August 13: A teenager was killed and three others, including a 60-year old woman, injured when paramilitary CRPF opened fire on a group of Nimazees heading towards a Masjid to offer the dawn prayers in Trehgam town of Kupwara district.

Eyewitnesses said people were heading towards a Masjid to offer the dawn prayers at Mirpora Mohalla in Trehgam town. “They were confronted by CRPF personnel on the grounds that curfew was in force in the area. CRPF men caught hold of one of them, Abdul Satar Sheikh, Muazzin (who calls for prayers) of the Masjid, and started thrashing him ruthlessly,” eyewitnesses said.

This, they said, led to an argument. “The CRPF men opened fire killing a teenager and injuring others.”

The deceased has been identified as Mudasir Ahmed Zargar, 16, son of Ghulam Hassan Zargar, resident of Trehgam. Among the injured were 60-year-old Jana Begum wife of Muhammad Sidiq Malik. Doctors said she has a firearm injury in her right leg and has been referred to Srinagar.

After the firing and news about the death of the teenager, massive protesters broke out in the area even as Rapid Action Force was called in to stage a flag march in the town to stave off protests. However people didn’t relent and came out in large numbers carrying the body of the slain youth. They raised pro-freedom slogans and marched towards Trehgam chowk. Paramilitary forces, police and personnel of RAF tried to disperse them by baton charging, firing teargas ammunition and firing bullets.

Two persons were injured in the police action later. They have been identified as Haji Muhammad Sikander and Bashir Ahmad Lone. Injured were rushed to Srinagar for treatment.

Clashes continued between police and protesters throughout the day. 

Locals alleged CRPF men misbehaved with women during the protests.

On Aug 14, after the authorities finally permitted the Kupwara family to bury the body of Mudasir Ahmad Zargar, thousands joined the funeral of the deceased youth amid sobs and chanting pro-freedom, anti-India and pro-Islam slogans. The locals told media they could not bury the youth earlier due to curfew in the area and some other burial-related conditions put by the troops.

The family of Mudasir and the locals were demanding safe passage for a decent burial of the deceased boy. However, the authorities had rejected their demand in two overnight deliberations with the delegation of local seniors saying that only 10 to 15 people would be allowed to perform the funeral.

As the deadlock persisted, the DIG North Kashmir and Deputy Commissioner Kupwara Mohammad Shafi Rather rushed to the area. Fearing trouble, they allowed the local delegation headed by Advocate Mohammad Anwar Wani to go ahead with the burial. The authorities lifted the curfew for two hours in Trehgam, the native village of Mudasir, with effect from 1 pm to 3 pm to allow the locals to perform the funeral rites.

 Deputy Commissioner, Kupwara, Mohammad Shafi Rather told media, “Initially we disallowed people to join the funeral procession in mass, fearing law and order problem.” He said he met a delegation of local seniors who assured that the funeral rights would be performed peacefully and, accordingly, curfew was relaxed for two hours in the area.

YOUTH SHOT DEAD JUST BEFORE IFTAAR
Aug 14: On the 3rd day of Ramadan, police and CRPF troops shot dead two persons just before Iftaar (breaking of the fast), one at Islamabad in south Kashmir and another at Narbal in Srinagar outskirts. The police and troops also fired at protesters at four other places, injuring at least a dozen persons. With today’s killings, the number of victims of CRPF and police since June 11 has gone up to 58. One person was killed and four others injured one of them critically, when paramilitary troops resorted to indiscriminate firing on protesters in the South Kashmir town of Islamabad. Two more persons sustained bullet injuries in police firing in Shopian also.

Strict curfew was enforced in old town as well as civil lines area of Khanabal-Pahalgam road. However, late in the evening when the restrictions were eased on the K.P road, youth in large numbers assembled in Laizbal and staged peaceful pro-freedom demonstrations. “Though the protesters dispersed peacefully before the Iftaar (breaking of fast) but a vehicle of paramilitary CRPF men passed through the area and opened indiscriminate fire on the bystanders, injuring five,” eyewitnesses told media.

The injured were referred to district hospital Islamabad while one of the critically injured- Irshad Ahmad Latoo s/o Late Abdul Gaffar Latoo, aged 35, a government employee of S.K.Colony- succumbed to his injuries. He had bullet injury in his chest. Among the other four injured the condition of one injured person, Rajoo S/o Muhammad Altaf Ahangar, aged 17, was stated to be critical and was referred to Srinagar immediately. The other three injured, all in their teens, identified as Arif, Amir and Abid all residents of Sarnal were also later referred to Srinagar.

The deceased youth according to the doctors and attendants refused to take water before succumbing, saying he was fasting. As soon as the news of the killing spread in the town people in large numbers poured into the streets and staged massive pro-freedom and anti-India demonstrations. Later, when the funeral procession of the deceased youth was being carried, the police and CRPF men again resorted to intense tear gas shelling and fired hundreds of rounds in the air at several places including Sarnal and Khanabal. 

However, the mourners offered stiff resistance and later thousands others joined the funeral procession and the body was carried throughout the streets of the town.  

Meanwhile, in Shopian town two people were injured when CRPF men fired upon the protesters who had defied curfew restrictions and were staging pro-freedom protests. One of the injured youth, Asif Maqbool S/O Muhammad Maqbool of Baba Mohalla was shifted to Srinagar.

Srinagar: 

A teenager was killed and several others injured when paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire on a group of people who came out to offer prayers at Narbal Bazar in city outskirts. Eyewitnesses said minutes before the Iftaar, paramilitary troopers chased people away and fired directly on a teenage boy, Umar Ahmad Dar son of Abdul Ahad Dar of Narbal, who was standing on the roadside.

“CRPF men ran after Namazees and opened fire on a boy without any provocation,” eyewitnesses told media. “It was just two minutes before Iftaar. He was shot twice and he fell on the ground,” they said. Umar, 16, was shifted to JVC Medical College Bemina where he succumbed to his injuries. Doctors said he had bullets in chest and abdomen.

The locals said the CRPF men then barged into residential houses and ruthlessly beat up inmates. “They didn’t even spare women and children. They went wild and damaged the property in homes,” witnesses said. The news about the death only brought more people on roads as they staged massive protests against the killing on Srinagar-Gulmarg road. 

MATTAN YOUTH SUCCUMBS

Aug 17: Muhammad Abbas Dhobi, 30, son of Muhammad Abdullah Dhobi of Mattan succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS. His relatives and eyewitnesses say he was bestially beaten up by police and CRPF during a protest demonstration on Aug 13. Officials at SKIMS told media that Abbas breathed his last at 6 in the morning. He had spinal cord injuries and his limbs were paralyzed.

As the word about the death spread in Mattan, thousands of people including women and children took to streets and organized massive pro-freedom demonstrations. Thousands of people then participated in the funeral procession of the deceased and later he was buried in a local graveyard.

Meanwhile, curfew was again imposed in Islamabad town after protesters hurled stones at paramilitary and police forces at Khanabal, Naibasti, Laizbal, Gulshanabad, Lal Chowk, Cheeni Chowk, Malakhnag, Reeshi Bazar, Dangerpora, Mattan Chowk, Kadipora, Janglat Mandi, Sherpora and other localities of the town.

Police and paramilitary forces resorted to aerial firing and lobbed dozens of teargas shells injuring several people. In Kokernag and its adjoining areas including Biddar, Hangalgund and Sogam curfew was imposed following violent clashes on August 16 in which 20 civilians sustained injuries. However, late in the evening violent clashes erupted between the forces and protesters. The CRPF men and police lobbed tear gas canisters and also fired upon the protesters.

At Ziyarat Sharief Bidder near Kokernag nearly a dozen persons were critically injured when CRPF men lobbed tear gas shells and fired on a procession in which protesters were marching wearing shrouds. Six persons received bullet injuries. Of these four were said to be critical and were admitted to District Hospital Islamabad where from they were referred to Srinagar. They were identified as Mushtaq Ahmad Dar son of Muhammad Sabir Dar of Sogam Kokernag, Imran Shah son of late Manzoor Ahmad of Alihalan, Irfan Shah son of Ghulam Hassan of Narwa and Nisar Ahmad Bhat son of Ghulam Hassan of Qazigund.

Police and CRPF men allegedly barged into several houses in Naibasti smashing the window panes of the houses, ransacking the house hold goods and beating up the inmates including women and children. “They also fired several tear smoke canisters and also pelted huge stones and boulders into our houses injuring many,” said the residents of Naibasti.

The CRPF men also didn’t allow the people to offer prayers in many Masjids of the town and beat up many who tried to step outside for prayers.

8-YR OLD KULGAM BOY SUCCUMBS

Aug 19: An eight-year-old boy, who was shot by CRPF in Laizbal area of South Kashmir’s Islamabad town on Aug 14, succumbed to his injuries. The boy, namely Milad Ahmad Dar son of Muhammad Amin Dar of Wanpora, Khudwani in Kulgam district was injured when he was hit by a bullet fired by paramilitary forces. One person namely Irshad Ahmad Latoo was killed on the spot while four others had been injured in that firing incident. Milad was referred to SKIMS where he succumbed after 6 days at around 4:00 A.M on August 19.

As the news of the boy’s death spread in Islamabad and Kulgam, tension again gripped the area even as curfew was strictly enforced in Islamabad town for the seventh straight day. Kulgam and Qaimoh towns in Kulgam district were also put under strict curfew.

As the body of the deceased boy reached his native village in Wanpora, thousands of people from Khudwani, Redwani, Qaimoh and Wanpoh defied the restrictions and staged massive pro-freedom demonstrations.

The protesters then marched towards Wanpora village and carried the body amid pro-freedom and anti-India slogans. Thousands of people then participated in the Nimazah-Jinazah of the deceased and the body was laid to rest in the local graveyard. The protest demonstrations continued throughout the day and later spread to the neighboring villages of Islamabad including Harnag, Muniward, Malipoor, Pushwaru and Batpora. Police and CRPF men resorted to baton charge and tear gas shelling to disperse the protesters.

Several people sustained injuries in the police and CRPF action. Earlier, the CRPF men barged into several houses in the town, ransacked the household goods, smashed the window panes, parked vehicles and also beat up the inmates including women and children.
TWO DEATHS, ONE EACH IN SOUTH AND NORTH  
On Aug 20, a youth was shot dead in Islamabad in South Kashmir while a Sopore youth who had sustained fatal injuries in CRPF action on the evening of August 19 succumbed to injuries at SKIMS. A youth was shot dead while eight others injured three of them with bullets, when police and paramilitary forces resorted to indiscriminate firing on protesters in Bijbehara town of South Kashmir’s Islamabad district. At least 30 people, three with rubber bullets, were injured in the clashes between the protesters and the forces in Shopian town.

Early in the morning people in Bijbehara town took to streets and protested against CRPF action yesterday in which several people sustained injuries one of whom, Showkat Ahmad Salroo, had to be referred to SKIMS. People alleged that the CRPF men without any provocation severely thrashed the residents.

“A huge contingent of police and CRPF men appeared on the spot and resorted to baton charge and tear gas shelling to disperse the protesters. The protesters retaliated by pelting stones and bricks,” eyewitnesses said. As some of the protesters who were chased away by the forces ran towards the sub-district hospital, the CRPF men fired upon them injuring one Aquib Bashir son of Bashir Ahmad Ganai. Aquib received a bullet in the shoulder and was immediately admitted in the hospital.

Later after the Friday prayer, hundreds of people again took to the streets on Srinagar-Jammu highway and staged a massive pro-freedom demonstration. Police and CRPF men deployed there again resorted to indiscriminate firing killing Nazir Ahmed Wani son of Abdul Rehman Wani, aged 27, of Persha Mohallah on the spot and injuring one more youth, Bashir Ahmad. Bashir was admitted in the hospital. Six other people who were mercilessly beaten up by the police and CRPF men were admitted in the sub-district hospital Bijbehara.

NORTH KASHMIR:

A teenager was killed and three others wounded when paramilitary CRPF troopers fired pellets on protesters in Sopore town on the night of August 19. Eyewitness told media that paramilitary CRPF troopers fired upon peaceful protesters with 12 bore guns late night wounding four civilians. Two of the wounded Mudasir Nazir Hajam, 19, son of Nazir Ahmad and Danish Ramzan son of Muhammad Ramzan Sheikh were shifted to SKIMS from sub-district hospital Sopore. Mudasir Nazir, however, succumbed to injuries late night.

Mudasir had more than 100 perforations on body and his intestines were extensively damaged, doctors said. As his body was brought to native area, thousands of people participated in his funeral prayers and he was laid to rest in local martyr’s graveyard.

Meanwhile, Police registered a murder case against the paramilitary CRPF troopers for the killing a teenager in the Apple Town of Sopore. An FIR (414/2010) under section 302 RPC has been registered against CRPF for killing 19-year-old Mudasir Ahmed Hajam in ‘unprovoked firing’, police sources told media.

“Police is also investigation whether it was 177 or 179 battalion of paramilitary troopers who opened fire last night wounding four youth .One of them Mudasir later succumbed to injuries at SKIMS Soura,” they disclosed.

They said that police has also registered FIR against CRPF troopers in four other killings in Sopore during past two months. “We have registered FIR against CRPF wherever use of unjustified force resulted in civilian casualties,” police sources said.

ANOTHER YOUTH DIES, TOLL TOUCHES 63

Aug 23:  A 22 year old youth, who was injured in police and security forces firing at Singhpora-Pattan on August 14, succumbed to his injuries in SKIMS today. With his killing the death toll in cops and security personnel firing since June 11 has risen to 63. Around 65 people were injured in police action throughout the valley.
Eleven persons including two children were injured in firing by police and security men at Soura today. Police claimed that the fire was opened with the newly introduced pellet gun. Police also fired rubber bullets at Prechoo-Pulwama injuring two persons and a house was gutted after it was hit by a tear smoke shell.

Curfew continued to remain in force in the areas falling under the jurisdictions of nine police stations in Srinagar city, Sopore, Bijbehara, Pulwama, Trehgam, Anantnag and some other towns in the Valley.  Normal life continued to remain paralyzed in Kashmir due to the curfew and general strike. The strike was called by Hurriyat Conference (G) as part of its “quit Kashmir” programme.

Identified as Bilal Ahmad Sheikh, the 22 year old youth, succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS this morning. He was critically injured in security forces firing on a protest demonstration at Singhpora–Pattan. He was initially removed to sub-district hospital, Pattan and finally shifted to SKIMS. A police spokesman in a statement tried to play down his killing and claimed that he had received an injury on the leg and died due to cardiac arrest today. However, the doctors, who had treated Bilal described the police claim as ridiculous and said he had injuries on his abdomen and his multiple internal organs including liver were damaged leading to his death. 

As the news about Bilal’s death spread to Pattan, Palhalan, Hanjveera, Shalgund and dozens other villages, thousands of people took to streets and held demonstrations. They marched towards Srinagar-Baramulla road and blocked it by staging dharna there. The vehicular traffic movement on the road remained suspended for several hours there. Finally, when the body was brought there the demonstrations intensified. The protestors raised pro-freedom and pro-Islamic slogans..

SOURA KILLING

In a meager monthly salary, Bhat’s at Soura managed a desktop for their tech-savvy son, Umar Qayoom Bhat, who remained glued to it for most part of the day except for Namaz intervals. But sloganeering outside on August 20 Friday beckoned him towards the market only to add 64th teenaged victim to, what seems, an unending cycle of killings in Kashmir.

“He had recently joined a computer institute and seeing his interest in computers we got him a computer, though we are not financially able to afford one. He used to spend most of the time indoors at the computer and would move out only to offer prayers in the Masjid five times a day. He was associated with Tableeg-e-Jammat and this Ramadan he was interested in going for Aitiqaaf (religious seclusion observed in the holy month of Ramadan) but he is no more to do it,” said Fareeda Bhat, mother of Umar, told media.

Middle aged mother of 17 year old Umar speaks with a heavy heart but his father, Abdul Qayoom Bhat—a watchman by profession is not in a position to open his lips. His one elder and two younger sisters too are in a state of shock since his killing at a tender age. Umar had recently matriculated with a good score and was presently on roll 222 in 11th standard in MP higher secondary school’s commerce department.

“He joined college because two of his friends had joined the stream.  He wanted to study and we too were interested in his continuing the education. He was the only hope for a better life in the future,” Fareeda said.

On the fateful Friday Umar offered prayers in the nearby Malik Sahab Masjid. People staged protest demonstration in the market outside and Umar went along with his friends to have a look. Suddenly, police and paramilitary CRPF chased at the protesters but Umar could not run away fast. 

“The police and CRPF men lifted him by legs and arms. He was thrown thrice at the closed shutter of a shop and then they trampled him mercilessly. He fell unconscious and police took him to the police station,” Umar’s maternal uncle, Lateef Ahmad, narrated.

Badly bruised Umar was kept in custody for nearly 24 hours without treatment. His family unsuccessfully pleaded to the police officials for his release but the police denied. 

“We went to see him on Friday evening and he complained of uneasiness inside his body. We pleaded Station House Officer, Majeed, and sectional officer, Zahoor Ahmad, to release him so that we could take him to the hospital but he declined it on the assurance that they would themselves take him for treatment,” said Lateef.

But it did not happen and instead, according to the family, he was tortured in the lockup during the night. “Next morning when we went to seek his release he told us that he was tortured at 1A M. He had fresh wounds in chest and right shoulder,”Lateef revealed.

Umar’s release was still not easy for the family. On Saturday morning he was first taken to magistrate for bail and then made to wait in lockup till 7 PM for, what police told the family, deposing before the senior superintendant of police. “In the morning we were told that he is to be presented before magistrate for bail but once that was done they took him to police station again. This time they gave the reason that he was to depose before Senior Superintendant of Police. SHO asked us to come at 6 PM,” Lateef said, adding, “Umar was finally released at 7 PM.”

Umar continuously complained of uneasiness in the viscera organs and in throat and he was not able to eat. His family took him to Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences for treatment on Sunday morning where he was discharged after medical examination. “His limbs were x-rayed and doctors said he is all right,” Lateef said. But Umar was not well.

“He vomited out blood immediately after taking dinner on August 29. And same happened on 30 which forced us to take him to SKIMS again,” Lateef said.

Medical examination revealed that Umar’s lungs had collapsed, as also mentioned in his death certificate, and he was in need of immediate treatment. “Doctors said he was more critical than any other injured in the institute,” Lateef recalled. He was put on ventilator but he could not survive beyond Wednesday. Umar’s funeral procession also came under fire from the police and CRPF and 18 people were injured in the police action. “Umar was laid to rest by four persons who could make it to the grave yard,” Lateef said.

For Bhat’s the tragedy did not end here. Police, according to the family, is refusing to register an FIR in the case. “We have been approaching the police but they are dilly-dallying. Officials at police station Soura are not responding,” they said. 

ISLAMABAD BOY KILLED IN POLICE FIRING

Aug 30: A nine-year old boy was killed and several others injured in police action in South Kashmir’s Islamabad town. In an incident of unprovoked firing, five persons were wounded, one of them critically, in Maisuma Srinagar when police fired on a group of youth. The injured include the nephew and cousin of JLKF chairman Muhammad Yasin Malik. The firing triggered fresh protests in the valley.

Today’s killing has taken the number of civilians killed by police and CRPF during the past 81 days of continuous unrest to 65, crossing the number of persons killed during the summer agitation of 2008. Thousands of persons, mainly youth, have been injured in the period in police and CRPF action.

ISLAMABAD:

Witnesses said police and paramilitary forces used indiscriminate force firing tear gas shells and pellets from shotguns to quell the protests, killing a minor and injuring several others. Irshad Ahmad Parray, 9, son of Muhammad Ashraf Parray of Old Iddgah was hit by scores of pellets fired from shotguns by police at Cheeni Chowk. He was rushed to district hospital Islamabad where from he was referred to SMHS hospital, Srinagar, where doctors declared him dead on arrival.

“He had received a volley of pellets in his chest and abdomen. We received him dead,” said a doctor at SMHS. After his death massive protests broke out in the area with youth shouting anti-police and anti-India slogans. Protests also broke out in several other areas of old town- Janglat Mandi, Sherpora, Dangerpora, Mattan Chowk, Achabal Adda, Lal Chowk - and fought pitched battles with the forces who again lobbed tear gas canisters and fired several rounds in air.

SRINAGAR:

Witnesses said that a group of youth was busy playing carom on roadside in a lane at Maisuma Srinagar. They said a police party led by two senior officers fired pellets from shotguns as well as live bullets on the youth without any provocation. “There weren’t any protests or stone-pelting. It was all peaceful. The policemen just opened fire on them indiscriminately,” said a group of youth outside the trauma theatre of SMHS hospital where the injured were shifted for treatment.

The injured included Yasir Rafiq, 28, who had multiple pellet injuries in his abdomen and was said to be in a critical condition.

“The pellets perforated his abdominal viscera. He has been operated upon and his condition is critical. He has put on life support system,” a senior doctor at SMHS told media. Yasir is the maternal cousin of JKLF chief Muhammad Yasin Malik. The injured included his nephew Ashfaq Ahmad, 18; Sajid Mushtaq, 19; Aqib Ahmad, 17; and Feroz Ahmad Dar, 40—all residents of Maisuma.

Doctors said they were stable and had multiple pellet injuries on their bodies.

 “We fail to understand why they were targeted. They didn’t protest or pelt a stone. It is unprovoked firing,” said a youth, an eyewitness to the incident. “It seemed as if the policemen wanted to test those new shot guns on these innocent youth. They just want to target teenagers,” said another eyewitness.

INJURED IN CHASE: POLICE

The police came up with a bizarre theory about the Maisuma incident, literally saying the youth were injured while being chased by the police. Although a police spokesman admitted that one of the injured was so critically injured that he had to be operated upon, he never gave any reason for the injuries except for the police ‘chase.’ Here is what the spokesman had to say: “Today at about 1230 hours, some miscreants violated the orders of restrictions of movement in Maisuma Chowk which was followed by stone pelting upon Police/CRPF personnel. The miscreants were chased. However, 7 persons including 2 policemen received injuries. Among them, Yasir Rafeeq was operated upon.”

He said an inquiry has been initiated to know the facts which led to this incident and one police constable has been suspended. The said constable has been put under confinement to the quarter guard. The spokesman said policemen used rubber pallets in self defense when youth attacked them in Islamabad. One youth Irshad Ahmad Parray died.

‘NON-LETHAL’ GUN KILLS TEENAGER

Aug 20: Within days after its induction, the non-lethal weapons have turned lethal in Kashmir and a teenager from Sopore became the first casualty of the newly introduced weapon. Mudasir Nazir  of  Sopore had sustained critical injuries on Thursday evening (Aug 19) after being hit by multiple pellets fired by paramilitary troopers from a non-lethal weapon called-Pump Action Shot Gun.

He was shifted to SKIMS, where doctors said he had sustained abdominal injury after pellets had pierced his intestines. “We conducted a surgery but nothing worked and ultimately he succumbed to injuries today,” they said.

The residents of Sopore alleged that Mudasir and some others were shot at by CRPF men from a close range last evening. CRPF spokesman confirmed that Mudasir was killed due to pellets.     

“Pump action shot gun is a non lethal weapon. However, if a person sustained multiple pellets from close range, there is possibility of death. We try to avoid casualties by use of such weapons but sometimes it happens. We cannot help,” he said. 

He said a single round fired from Pump Action Shot Gun splits into multiple pellets before hitting the target. “At maximum, a person can receive bruises due to pellets. It is used to intimidate the mob. However, if the pellets from close range hit vital organs, it can lead to death,” Tripathi said.

On Mudasir’s killing, he said, “While deployment was being withdrawn from Sopore, 177 bn CRPF men were attacked by a mob. A half broken glass bottle hit Assistant Commandant SK Das and he sustained injuries. He restrained CRPF men from taking any action and fired two rounds from Pump Action Shot Gun”.  “Today we heard that Mudasir was brought to SKIMS and he succumbed to injuries,” he added. 

BIJBEHARA FAMILY BURIES LONE BREADWINNER

 Aug 20: One more Kashmiri family lost its breadwinner when Nazir Ahmad Wani of Bijbehara Islamabad was shot dead allegedly by policemen. According to eyewitnesses, though Nazir, a scrap dealer, used to participate in protests, but today he was not part of one.

Nazir left home to offer Friday prayers. He kept his mobile phone at a local shop to get its battery charged. In the meantime, peaceful sit-in protests were going on at a distance, they said. “As soon as he came out of the shop, police fired several tear gas canisters towards him followed by firing. Two bullets hit Nazir in head and he fell on the road, “said an eyewitness, pleading anonymity.

Nazir, according to one of his friends Muhammad Qasim (name changed), was made a target by personal security guards of a Dy SP. “Police fired upon Nazir from close range and he fell down when two bullets, one in head and another in his eye hit him,” he said, adding, “Police was after Nazir from several months for his participation in the protests. Police also caught hold of him Wednesday last when he was on his way home, but he lost temper, took off his shirt and asked policemen to shoot him if he has done anything wrong.”

Nazir is survived by an aged father and mother, a younger brother and a sister. Hailing from a poor family of Peershah Mohalla Bijbehara, he used to support the family by means of his scrap business and selling Islamic books and caps outside Masjids. He was assisted by his younger brother. Locals say Nazir worked hard to feed his family.

At Nazir’s home, his mother Sakina and sister are not able to come to terms with the tragedy. “O my son how can you leave me in such a pain? Who will make marry off your sister now,” cries Nazir’s mother.

SOPORE FAMILY LOSES 2 SONS IN 7 MONTHS

Aug 20: It has not been easy for Nazir Ahmad Hajam to come to terms with the harsh reality that his lone son Mudasir Nazir (18) is dead. The teenager succumbed Friday morning after being injured critically a day before in CRPF and police firing on protesters in Sopore.

For the Hajams, it was a second death in the family in eight months. Reeling under absolute poverty and the senior Hajam turning old, the family had set their eyes on Mudasir to carry the burden of feeding them, besides the upkeep of her two young sisters, more so after he fetched a job for himself in a private cellular company a year back.

Residing in a mud-house with mere three dingy rooms, the Hajams realize the times ahead are not going to be easy. Mudasir, being the eldest among siblings, had an array of responsibilities as his ailing father was fast losing on energy and age to run his barber shop in the locality. But a salary of Rs 2000 a month in a private cellular company had rekindled some smiles on their faces.

“We had never seen anything good in our life. There were times when we slept without having a morsel, as I could hardly make the two ends meet. But, a year back, some hope was created in the form of Mudasir's job in a private company,” says Nazir Ahmad, still not reconciling to the fact that his son is no more. 

Nazir says poverty and his own falling health compelled Mudasir to drop out of Class X. He says the young boy was not only aware of the family hardships but all the time he thought of his two young sisters. His mother Nusrat, while beating her chest, pleads everyone to take her to the graveyard where Mudasir was laid to rest. "I want to go there and call him. I am sure he will listen to me; he never turned me down," she wails. “Heena (nickname of Mudasir) will come out of the grave and hug me. After all, I am his mother. How can he leave me alone when he never spent a night anywhere else?”

Nusrat keeps looking towards the place where Mudasir was shot by paramilitary troopers. His sisters are completely shattered and huddled up in a corner, not speaking to anyone. People are trickling in to express sympathies and the two girls look at them helplessly with moist eyes. 

As the rush of visitors continues, the family has lost a second boy in eight months. On January 14, Parvez Ahmad Hajam, the cousin of Mudasir, died in a shootout near the local police station, hardly few meters from the spot where Mudasir was fired upon Thursday (Aug 19). Their uncle was killed on January 6, 1993 in the Sopore carnage.  

BODY RECOVERED IN URI

Aug 1: Locals recovered an unidentified body from a field at Uri last night triggered massive demonstrations in the town following which authorities imposed indefinite curfew in the area—for the first time since the turmoil broke out in the Valley in 1990.

Reports said people grew suspicious after they saw dogs sniffing around an isolated spot near the TV Tower. “We went closer and were surprised to see that a leg of a human being had surfaced from a grave. Some youth told us that the body was buried by police during night a few days ago. We at once rushed to the Police Station Uri and sought explanation from the officials. They assured to look into the matter. However, after police resorted to dilly-dallying tactics, it irked the people,” the locals told media.

Raising anti-police slogans, the protesters exhumed the body and proceeded towards the Police Station Uri. “The body seems to be of a teenager. It was draped in a mat. It seems due to incessant rains, the body had surfaced. We want to know why the police buried the body haphazardly without informing the locals and importantly performing the last rites. It seems one more innocent has been killed. Police has made it a practice to bury the unidentified persons in Uri. This has given bad name to this place. We demand an end to this practice and inquiry into the matter” they said.

Witnesses said the protesters turned violent and set ablaze a police Gypsy and damaged the vehicle of SDM Uri. Police swung into action and fired several teargas canisters to disperse the protesters. “At least 10 persons have been arrested and booked on various charges. Situation is tense in Uri. People tried to defy the restrictions but the authorities have imposed strict curfew,” the residents said.

SDPO Uri M A Mir told media that a foreign militant Numan killed in Hygam gunfight was buried in the graveyard a few days ago. “He was buried in the presence of local Auqaf head. Some miscreants spread rumours yesterday that three bodies were buried in the intervening night. Mischief mongers wanted to create law and order problem by spreading rumours,” he said, adding that SDM went to spot and found rumours untrue.

MISSING YOUTH’S BODY FOUND, PROTESTS IN KUPWARA

Aug 9: Massive protests rocked Alachizab area of frontier district of Kupwara after the body of a youth was recovered by the police from Sogam area of Lolab, who had gone missing last evening. Residents of the area told media that Muhammad Ashraf Lone son of Ghulam Rasool Lone a resident of Alachizab a fruit seller by profession had gone missing last evening. Ashraf the residents said, went to Kupwara town yesterday morning to sell the fruits and did not return in the evening.

The residents added that Ashraf was not having cell phone and family contacted the relatives, but could not locate him. As the news of death spread, the people of Alachizab and adjoining in hundreds came out of their homes and held massive protest demonstrations against the death of Ashraf. They were demanding the arrest of guilty. The protests were continuing till this report was being filed.

Senior Superintendent of Police Kupwara, Virdhi Kumar Birdhi confirmed the death of Ashraf and said the police have recovered the body from maize fields. “We were informed that a body is lying in a maize fields in Sogam,” SSP said adding that postmortem of the body has been conducted.

“Once the post-mortem report is handed over to us, we can say the cause of death,” he said adding that missing of Ashraf since last evening and subsequent recovery of the body will be investigated. 

WOMAN KILLED, 15 HURT IN RAJOURI FIRING

WITNESSES SAY TROOPS TARGETED BUS; POLICE SAYS PASSENGERS TRAPPED IN CROSSFIRE

Aug 11: One woman was killed and 14 persons injured when army troopers allegedly fired on a passenger bus at a Forest post in Bego Nara near Thanamandi town. A woman grazing cattle in the nearby field was also hit by a bullet. However, police said the bus was trapped in cross-firing between militants and troops.

“The army troopers opened indiscriminate fire targeting the passenger bus,” mother of an injured child, Shokeen Begum told media. “My son Irfan Ahmed son of Ghulam Mohuiddin of Qazi Mohalla Poonch suffered critical bullet injuries in his neck and chin in army firing,” Begum, who had a close shave in the incident, said.

Another critically injured woman, Gul Begum wife of Talib Hussain of ward number-8 (Thanamandi), who sustained bullet injury in her shoulder, said, “I was grazing cattle in the fields when I was fired upon by the army troopers.”  The injured passengers told media that the alertness of the bus driver saved them as he did not stop the bus at the spot and drove it away to sub-district hospital Thanamandi.

 
Police, however, said that militants attacked an army Gypsy of Commanding Officer belonging to 48 Rashtriya Rifles near Thanamandi at 8:30 am. “The body guards of the CO retaliated. In the meantime, a passenger bus from Poonch traveling towards Jammu reached the spot and it got trapped in the exchange of fire between militants and troopers in which 15 passengers, including its driver, were injured among whom a woman died,” SSP Rajouri, Romesh Kumar Jhalla, told media. The dead passenger has been identified as Kiran Bala wife of Sat Paul of Garali Rajouri.

 Deputy Inspector General of Police, Poonch Range, S D Singh Jamwal said the bus was passing through the area at the time of the militant attack.  Three critically injured passengers were airlifted to Government Medical College Hospital Jammu 

On August 12, the death toll in the attack near Thannamandi in Rajouri district rise to two with the death on an elderly man late evening. The deceased has been identified as Ghulam Nabi, 55, son of Ali Akbar of Manyal Gali. Being brother of retired Army Captain, Ghulam Nabi, was shifted to 150 Garrison Hospital, Rajouri by his brother where he succumbed to his wounds late in the evening. 

DAUGHTER, FATHER, AUNT SHOT; SON THRASHED

SOURA FAMILY FACES CRPF, POLICE WRATH

Aug 19: Four members of a family were injured, three of them with bullets, in firing by police and CRPF in Aanchar, Soura, on the city outskirts. The family members and locals say that police and CRPF barged into the locality and damaged property before firing directly at the people. Four other persons including two teenage boys of the same locality, Tiplo Mohalla, received injuries in CRPF and police beating.

Teenager Sumaira, her father Habibullah Tiplo and Aunt Fatima received bullet injuries while her teenaged brother, Muhammad Shafi, was severely beaten up by CRPF and police.  Sumaira, shot in the chest, was operated upon for more than two hours by the doctors at SKIMS to remove the bullet. She is in the surgical Intensive Care Unit of the institute, unconscious, with doctors terming her condition as critical.

The other three family members are being treated in Day Care ward of the institute. While Habibullah has received bullet injuries in his both shoulders, Fatima was shot in the thigh. Doctors have removed their bullets too. Shafi received injuries in both the legs and back. Another teenage boy, Mehraj-ud-din, of same locality who was beaten by the forces is receiving treatment in the same ward.

Talking to media, Fatima said, “There was no protest in the area. I was sitting in the compound of my house when the silence was broken by gunshots. I ran to the gate to call Habibullah inside. Sumaira was also standing on the gate. As I tried to push Habibullah inside, he was hit by bullets and fell down. I tried to support him inside the compound but another bullet hit me in the leg. Next, Sumaira fell down,” she said.

Mehraj-ud-din, a Pashmina weaver, said, “Around 9 am, a contingent of police and CRPF entered into the compound of two houses of Tiplo Mohalla and smashed windowpanes and damaged other household items. They tried to barge into another house. There was no male member of the family present there and the two females of the house jumped from the window of the first floor to save themselves. They were also injured,” he said. “They damaged my loom too.”

Fayaz Ahmad, another son of Habibullah, said as the news about the police and CRPF barging into the houses spread in the locality, people including women and children came on the roads. “As people started to march towards the spot from all sides, the police and CRPF party while running away from the spot fired in all directions,” Fayaz said.

His cousin said four persons including two teenagers were also beaten up by CRPF and police. “The firing by CRPF and police was totally un-provoked. There were no protests in Tiplo Mohalla. Instead there were some minor protests in nearby locality of Jenab Sahib,” he said.

A police spokesman said, “A huge mob pelted stones on a bunker near Jenab Sahib, Soura. The security forces had to fire in self defense. Three persons got injured.”

KHREW RESIDENTS SMELL FOUL IN CAMP BLAST

Aug 2: A day after six civilians died and over 35 sustained injuries in a powerful blast in the camp of Special Operations Group (SOG) of Police at Khrew on outskirts of Srinagar, the residents accused police of triggering the blast.  Eyewitnesses of the incident, who spoke to media, said torching of the camp didn’t cause the blast. “In the first place, we don’t know who set the SOG camp on fire. But for certain, it was not the protesters who triggered the evening blast in the camp. The blast was massive and it seemed as if somebody hurled an explosive device into the camp. The SOG cops who took refuge in a nearby army camp hurled something which caused the blast,” said the eyewitnesses, insisting anonymity.

 “When the camp was torched, it was after an hour or so that the blast took place. It took place in one of the camp buildings, which was on fire for long before the blast. During this period people didn’t hear any blast. Had there been ammunition in the building, then the blast could have taken place immediately after the building was torched,” said a resident of Khrew.

 He said the blast was a “spontaneous one.” “We felt as if somebody hurled a grenade at the camp. There was complete pandemonium. Everybody was screaming,” Shafi, who had a miraculous escape in the blast, said.

 The residents doubt the police version that ammunition caused the blast. “The Jammu and Kashmir government must probe the matter and see how the blast occurred. Even if we believe the state version that ammunition caused it, why was such explosive matter dumped in the camp which is surrounded by scores of residential houses?” the residents demanded. 

 
Interestingly, the deputy commissioner, Pulwama admitted that no rescue efforts were being undertaken as the area was still witnessing blasts. “I have been asking for help from Police and Army to de-escalate the situation, but nobody is ready to go to the area,” he told media while expressing his helplessness in addressing the issue.

 
Senior police officials vehemently rule out any sabotage in the Khrew blast. “There is nothing like that. It might have been some ammunition which went off due to fire. But in any case there is no possibility of any sabotage,” said a police official, insisting anonymity. 

KHREW BLAST
'SOG MEN PLANTED IEDS TO KILL US'
Aug 8: "A Special Operations Group officer, flanked by an Army Major, told us to give the cops half-an-hour so that they could take out their belongings from the camp. We agreed but the SOG personnel planted five Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) on the main track inside the camp gate to kill us," recalls injured Mudasir Malik (24) of Wuyan Khrew, who is battling for life in SMHS Hospital for the past six days.

Malik was part of the procession of August 2 in which hundreds of people marched towards the SOG camp Khrew in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district to set it ablaze after two youth were killed in police and CRPF firing in Pampore earlier that day.

“On hearing the news that two of our brothers have been killed by police and CRPF troops at Pampore, every Youngman took to the streets at Khrew, but police and CRPF troopers stopped us. This angered us more and clashes erupted,” said Malik, a daily-wager in Power Development Department.

Malik, who utters words with much difficulty, loses his breath frequently as the injuries inflicted on him by the blast at SOG camp Khrew are grave. He has been hit by a shell in his abdomen, making him unable to drink even a drop of water for the past six days. The only food he takes is the intravenous (IV) fluids.

“When we reached the camp, the SOG personnel and the Army men stopped us but the anger was so much that some of the protesters entered the camp premises forcibly. However, they too were stopped inside the gate,” says Malik, as he tries to relax his legs on the bed.

With dry lips, pale face and scratches over his forehead, Malik wants to go home sooner but doctors say if all goes well for the patient it would take at least two months for him to walk properly.

“An SOG officer and an Army officer of the nearby RR camp intervened and sought half-an-hour time so that the SOG personnel could take out their belongings from inside the camp. All the protesters agreed,” Malik takes a deep breath.

“But it was a deception as the SOG personnel planted five IEDs on the road leading to the main building and some explosives at other points. As soon as people entered the camp gate, SOG people opened fire at them,” he says.

"When the building was set ablaze, there was chaos everywhere and I tried to run away when a sharp object hit me in abdomen and I fell down, only to open my eyes on the hospital bed,'' the injured youth recalls.

Malik’s close friend Yasin is also battling for life at the ICU of the same hospital. He is in comma and has been hit by two shells, one in his throat and another in left mandible. “There was no fire in the ammunition depot but it was all planned to kill the people entering the camp,” says Malik.

COPS BEAT PEOPLE INSIDE HAZRATBAL SHRINE

Aug 14: At least 30 people sustained injuries when police beat up peaceful protesters who were shouting pro-freedom slogans from inside the Hazratbal shrine. Police also resorted to firing and allegedly broke the windowpanes of Kashmir’s biggest shrine, triggering a pandemonium within and outside it.

The trouble erupted at 1.15 pm when police and paramilitary CRPF barred people from offering the congregational afternoon prayers in the shrine. Irked by the halt, the protesters broke the police cordon and offered prayers inside the shrine. 
While everything seemed peaceful for a moment, witnesses said fresh trouble erupted inside the shrine when protesters saw an official of police or CID filming the scene. This, they said, infuriated the youth who forced the official to flee. “Within a second, the armed police manning the shrine barged inside the shrine and started beating the protesters ruthlessly,” said an eyewitness. The “intense police lathi-charge” in and outside the shrine caused injuries to many protesters, some of whom are stated to be critical.

Eyewitnesses alleged the police broke the windowpanes of the shrine. The broken glasses also caused injuries to some of the protesters after they attempt to escape police beating.

In the meantime, witnesses said police fired upon the protesters once they tried to move out of the shrine. Police however said they resorted to aerial firing. “We were watching the firing incident from a distance. We tried to move inside the shrine to see if our kin are alright, but policemen beat us up ruthlessly,” said a group of women, who said at least 12 women were wounded in the police action. “Some of the protesters, including kids, were roughed up badly and dragged outside the shrine.”

Reports said three women sustained critical injuries when policemen beat them up ruthlessly, while a Deputy Superintendent of police was also wounded in the scuffle. The injured were rushed to SK Institute of Medical Sciences and Bone and Joint Hospital.

Curfew was immediately re-imposed in the area, forcing people to offer prayers within their vicinities. 
On August 19, deadlock over the prayers at Dargah Hazratbal took a violent turn when local residents having gone in for cleansing alleged to have recovered play cards in its upper gallery. The incident evoked massive protests against the police who, in retaliation, fired several rounds of bullets and broke window panes of around 40 houses.

The incident took place minutes after the locals agreed to resume prayers at the shrine on a settlement with the government that armed forces’ barracks in its premises would be removed in a phased manner. The government had also agreed to replace the police team within 12 hours.

“As people went in for washing the shrine, they found play cards in the upper gallery. They came out shouting pro-Islam and pro-freedom slogans,” eye witnesses told media. A huge crowd joined the protesters outside and they, witnesses said, displayed the play cards to public.

The on duty armed force, however, fired several rounds of bullets with Light machine guns to disperse the protesters which sent them running for lives. The local Station House Officer, witnesses said, was also taken to task by armed forces men. However, no causalities have been reported so far. “He tried to stop them from firing but they beat him as well,” they said.

On August 20, police has registered a case against the armed company of the Jammu and Kashmir Police that assaulted the Station House Officer Nigeen in Hazratbal. The case was registered after the policemen of the company assaulted the SHO who objected to go for ‘indiscriminate firing’ on the protesters. “The FIR specifically mentions that the armed police assaulted the SHO and unnecessarily ransacked the houses and vehicles in Hazratbal on Aug 14,” sources said.

 “The armed policemen tried to aim a Light Machine Gun at the protesters. The SHO and his men caught hold of the LMG and aimed it in the air following which over 100 rounds were used. The armed personnel abused the SHO for saving the protesters. Had he not caught hold of the gun, the personnel would have killed scores of people,” the FIR reportedly mentions. “It is sheer frustration on part of the armed policemen. They assaulted the SHO and attacked his vehicle too.”

IQBAL’S DEAF MOTHER UNABLE TO HEAR LOSS OF SON

Aug 4: After battling for life at SKIMS Soura, Iqbal Ahmad Khan gave up on the sixth day after being shot at in head by the CRPF trooper outside his house at Chanapora on July 30.  Tragedy once again struck the Khan family as Iqbal’s body today.  It was a year ago that Iqbal father’s Abdul Majid Khan passed away leaving behind his wife, Hafiza Begum and four children. 

 
The 25-year-old Iqbal was a courageous youth who after six days of battling life finally lost to it on bed no 11 of Surgical Intensive Care Unit at SKIMS. As the beep sound of Central Monitor, which was installed to monitor his struggle for life, went off, Iqbal’s attendants cried vociferously and doctors rushed to his bed and lowered their heads in grief.  “Iqbal was no more.” 

“What will I answer to my mother, who is longing to see you alive at home? How can I convince her that you have left her in the silent world,” Iqbal’s brother hollers.  To eke out a living, Iqbal left his studies when he was in 9th class said one of his wailing relative. 

 Witnesses said, moments before being hit by a bullet, Iqbal was sent by his brother to bring milk. They said he along with two other friends peeped from a narrow alley and received bullet on his head from CRPF.  Eyewitnesses termed the firing un-provocative, which later led to huge protests swelling across the Valley.  The injured Iqbal was rushed to SMHS hospital and later shifted to SKIMS Soura for specialized treatment. But he succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS.

As the word about Iqbal’s death spread, hundreds of people from Old Chanapora and adjoining areas assembled at his modest house in congested Lone Mohalla. As the crowd surged, Iqbal’s deaf mother Hafiz unable to hear loss of his son, sensed that her dear son is no more. 

 Beating her chest, Hafiza moved from one room to another and yelled. “Where are you my beloved son? I can’t believe you are dead.”

PATTAN’S YAQOOB WAS LOOKING FOR SON, GOT 3 BULLETS

Aug 04: The search for his eight-year-old son took him to the firing line at Pattan in north Kashmir's Baramulla district on July 30, when police trying to quell the protests shot three bullets at him. He fell down only to regain consciousness at a Srinagar hospital. Abdul Qayoom Teli (34) of Hanjiwara Pattan was ready to leave for his in-laws along with his wife and younger son Shakir on July 30 immediately after the Friday prayers.
His two daughters were already there (maternal home) and Teli decided not to take his elder son Yaseen along. “I asked my wife to precede to the main road Pattan alongwith Shakir, so that I could hold back Yaseen for sometime and then leave without letting him know. But he had already left to follow his mother,” says injured Teli, battling for life in Ward 12 of City's SMHS Hospital.

Narrating the incident, Teli says, “When I reached the market I saw hundreds of people marching towards Police Station Pattan. As I crossed the road I got a glimpse of a child wearing the same colour shirt as worn by Yaseen. I thought it is Yaseen moving back to home and I followed him but bullets hit me in abdomen and I fell down on the road.”

Wife Mumtaz’s dream of seeing her husband always in good health got shattered when a phone call on her brother’s cell phone informed her about the bad news. “I had just entered the lawn of my parent’s house at Wussan Palhallan, when my brother gave me his cell phone and asked me to talk. On hearing the news I couldn’t control myself and rushed towards Pattan. But my brother stopped me and then later we reached the hospital,” says Mumtaza in a broken voice. 

Teli, a carpet-weaver and the lone son to his parents, has to bear expenditure of Rs 2200-2500 for costly medicines in the hospital. “My father owns a horse-cart (Tonga) and bears the maximum domestic expenses. I want to live for my children so that nobody calls them orphans,” says Teli 

“I miss Shakir very much and he comes in my dreams everyday saying Baba biscuit nahi laya (Papa did you get biscuits?).” he says with moist eyes and broken voice. Yaseen, in whose search Teli had gone, had already reached his maternal home along with his mother.

Like Teli, there are more than 52 injured persons battling for life in SMHS hospital after they were shot at by police and CRPF troops at various places across the Valley. 

Muhammad Yaseen Ganaie (21) of Wuyan Khrew is on ventilator. Doctors say he is in comma and his chances of survival are bleak. Ganaie was hit by a splinter in his throat and mandible at Khrew, where he had gone to meet his paternal aunt.

Abdul Rashid Bhat, an orphan of Khellan Sangam, his brother and nephew are all injured. Khursheed Ahmad Itoo of Sangam, Muzaffar Ganaie of Pampore, Bilal Ahmad of Naidkhai Bandipora - to name a few - have been operated upon at SMHS Hospital and are waiting for the second surgery.

“All of them have bullets inside their bodies which are to be operated upon. But we want some of their wounds to heal first,” say the doctors at the hospital.

SHABIR WENT TO FETCH MILK FOR HIS DAUGHTER, RETURNED DEAD
Aug 5: One more Kashmiri family lost its bread winner.  Shabir Ahmed Malik, 26, of Newa Pulwama a Sumo driver, who was looking for milk to feed his 3-year old daughter, was shot dead allegedly by policemen near Degree College Pulwama in south Kashmir.  

 Shabir’s elder brother, Mushtaq Ahmed had died of a heart attack last year following which the responsibility of the entire family had fallen on his shoulders.  Shabir is survived by his 3-year old daughter Anusha, wife Kulsum and his parents and the family of his late brother, while his elder brother, Ghulam Muhammad lives separately. Shabir’s father Abdul Aziz Malik had sold a few kanals of land last year and brought a Tata Sumo for his son. 

 He was a shy and a disciplined guy, said the locals. “He was working day in and day out to feed his family,” they added.   Shabir, according to eyewitnesses, was standing on roadside when a peaceful procession passed by. The CRPF deployed in the town allowed the procession to move. “But, Police fired upon the procession from behind. A bullet hit Shabir on his neck and chest,” they said. 

 
“My brother was the lone bread earner of the family. My mother is bed-ridden from the past two years. O Allah! Help us,” Shabir’s wailing brother Ghulam Muhammad said.  

 Back home gazing restlessly at every mourner at her house at Newa, Sitara Begum could not believe that her son had been killed. “He cannot die and leave us alone - please see if he is alive,” she said and rushed outside the house. Some women tried to console her but in a vain. “She is in a deep shock. Let her cry and understand that her son is no more,” some relatives suggested. 

 
As the word about Malik’s killing spread hundreds of people reached Newa to express solidarity with the bereaved family. “I was eager to see you back home with milk for Anusha but saw your coffin,” screamed his wife, Kulsum and fainted. “Without any provocation police fired on peaceful protesters and killed Shabir and injured several others,” shouted Aijaz Ahmad (name changed), a local youth. “Now, who will take care of his poor family,” he said.
26 PERSONS SHOT IN EYES

MOST OF THEM WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO SEE AGAIN: DOCTORS

Aug 23: 15-year old Danish Ahmad Shiekh of Tarzoo Sopore is hopeful that he will regain his eyesight. But doctors at SMHS hospital say he will never be able to see again. On August 19, Danish was hit by a pellet fired by paramilitary CRPF in his left eye outside his house a minute after he broke his fast and was intending to offer evening prayers in the local Masjid.

Lying in bed 16 of Ophthalmology ward of SMHS hospital, Danish takes up a newspaper lying there after every five minutes, closes his right eye to check the eyesight of his left one. “I hope I will regain my eyesight. As of now I can’t see but I hope I will regain it,” says Danish.

Danish is a 9th class student of Government School Takiabal, Sopore. He expresses hope in every answer. “If I survive, I will return to school,” he said. Danish never hurled a stone at police or paramilitary CRPF. In the past two months his uncle had virtually banned him from venturing out since the area witnessed deadly clashes between protesters and troopers. Danish says he was never part of protests and was going for prayers after breaking fast.

On the fateful day, a CRPF cavalcade was firing indiscriminately on every alley in his locality to confine people indoors. Danish became victim of pellet firing of CRPF and fell down. He has received pellet injuries in eye, head, chest and abdomen.

There are many similar cases, some discharged by the SMHS hospital administration and some still lying in beds, with grave injuries in their eyes. Doctors here say 26 persons fired in eye have been admitted in the Ophthalmology ward for past one month. “This is atrocious,” said a doctor.

Of the 26 patients, two have been eviscerated while doctors say majority of them have lost eyesight. “We would have eviscerated eyes of few more but they were too young and it would have deformed their facial shape,” said a senior doctor in ward 8. He said the forces were targeting the vital organs of the Kashmiri youth with slingshots, bullets and teargas shells to make them visually handicapped. “It is unbearable. Small kids are becoming visually handicapped in forces’ action,” he said.

On last Friday, another boy, a 12th class student Zubair Parvez Khan of Khanyar was hit by a marble stone by paramilitary CRPF on eye outside his house. His right eye got completely damaged. A senior doctor, who was treating Zubair said, “His retina has been damaged completely and he can’t see again.”

Muhammad Younis of Rajouri Kadal, Abdul Qayoom of Noorbagh, Javaid Ahmad of Dalal Mohalla, Ishfaq Sidique of Batamaloo and Tanveer Ahmad of Hyderpora are others who lost their eyesight in paramilitary CRPF slingshot action and bullet firing.

Another teenager, Muhammad Sajid of Sopore was hit in his left eye by a rubber bullet of paramilitary CRPF. He also lost his eyesight. Rayees Ahmad of Kakpora, Pulwama, was hit by a teargas shell on right eye. He is undergoing treatment in the hospital. But doctors say his chances of retaining eyesight are very bleak.

Another victim of CRPF pellet firing on eye, Feroz Ahmad of Soura is undergoing treatment. For him doctors say chances are less. But, final results are yet to come. Doctors in SMHS termed the police and paramilitary CRPF action outrageous. They said, “If government exists somewhere, it should intervene and save our youth from becoming visually handicapped.”

14 SHOT IN HEAD, 15 ABOVE THIGHS

31 PATIENTS WITH BULLET INJURIES ADMITTED AT SKIMS

Aug 2: Thirty five year old Haneefa Wani of Kreeri Pattan is on life support system in SK Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura. She had received bullet on her chest during protests over the recent killings on Saturday.

Doctors at SKIMS say that Haneefa’s spinal cord is damaged and she would remain paralyzed for the rest of the life, if at all she survives. Haneefa lies down motionless on bed no. 14 of the Cardio Thoracic Surgery Department. She is not the only person who has to beg for death if she survives.

There are many similar cases at SKIMS with bullet wounds on chest and head. Doctors here say there are nearly 25 persons admitted in the hospital, who have been fired at head and chest. “This is atrocious,” said a doctor frustrated by the terrible condition of the patients with bullet injuries.

Of the 31 patients with the bullet injuries, admitted in SKIMS, 15 have been shot above the legs with 14 on head. Doctors termed the situation grave as most of the injured have been hit by bullets on head, chest or around abdomen.

A senior doctor in SKIMS pleading anonymity termed the situation as outrageous. He said looking at the injured admitted here clearly depicts that the forces in the Valley are to kill the protesters not to quell them. He said most of the injured are ‘half dead’. Even after recuperating, they would be left physically handicapped, he said. Two youth - Iqbal Ahmad Khan of Chanapora and Bilal Ahmad of Pampore - have been hit by bullets on head and their condition is said to be critical. Both of them are admitted in SKIMS Surgical Intensive Care Unit.

Pertinently, of the 31 trauma cases brought to SKIMS, four succumbed to injuries in the hospital. The deceased include Nazir Ahmad Mir and Javaid Ahmad Teli of Baramulla, Sheikh Tariq Ahmad of Bijbehara, and Afroza Wani of Khrew. They all were hit by bullets on head between July 30 and August 1 during protests.

Doctors say there seems a design behind the firing upon the protesters. Forces are targeting protesting youth on very delicate organs and the pattern seems to be targeting the lungs, liver, heart and head. Shabir Ahmad Rather of Amargarh Sopore, Mashooq Ahmad Khan and Mudasir Ahmad Malik of Pattan were shot on the chest by the forces. Unfortunately, several of them have either got damaged their lungs or liver, which are irreparable doctors said.

14 year old, Umar Farooq Lone of Kakapora Pulwama has been hit by bullet on right shoulder. Two other youth Aaqib Wani (15) of Pampore and Mian Irfan (14) of Pattan were hit on head while as a teenager Muhammad Iqbal Rather of Sangrama Sopore has got fire arm injury on his back. Doctors say being young they show good rate of recovery.

A school going boy Akib Rather and 19 year old Mehraj-ud-Din Bhat of Sopore have been hit by bullets on head and thigh respectively. Though Mehraj has been shifted to Bone and Joints Hospital, Akib is lying on bed no. 16 of Observation ward.

An elderly person of Islamabad, Muhammad Hussain Kablee has been hit on face. He has been admitted in Plastic Surgery Department and doctors termed his condition stable. Manzoor Ahmad Bhat, Malik Zubair and Asif Reyaz Mir of Pattan, Sheikh Ashiq Hussain and Akhter of Pulwama and Shayan Khan of Bemina Srinagar are other injured hit above abdomen. These victims of forces action have been admitted in SKIMS since July 30.

TRYING TO SAVE UNCLE, BOY SHOT IN ABDOMEN

18 - YEAR OLD OWAIS NASIR BATTLING FOR LIFE AT SMHS HOSPITAL

Aug 6: In ward no 16 of the SMHS hospital, an 18-year-old boy is battling for life and a double-edged pain - that of losing his uncle and having himself got a bullet in the abdomen.  After his uncle, Khursheed Ahmad War a driver by profession of Shumnag Kupwara, fell to the bullets of Special Operations Group of police at Kralpora in the border district of Kupwara on Aug 2, Owais Nasir was next to be shot by the SOG men when he attempted to save his uncle.

 Owais said his uncle was outspoken and a disciplined person. “Khursheed was pious and was preaching brotherhood to his fellow drivers,” he said. 

 Restlessly gazing at every attendant through his shiny eyes at SMHS, Owais is yet to reconcile with the tragedy that his uncle, Khursheed has been killed.  Owais is in deep shock. It seems he will take months to come out of this shock that the bond he shared with his uncle has been broken eternally. 

 Unfolding the horrible scene of his uncle’s battle with death and a bullet in his own abdomen, Owais said in a freaky voice that an hour after protests were over, he along with his two uncles (Khursheed and Ali Muhammad) went out to see whether the situation was conducive to attend a marriage ceremony in a nearby village. 

 
“We were just half a kilometer away from our house, when a cavalcade of SOG, CRPF and police came and fired indiscriminately on us,” Owais said adding: “Scared, I hid myself behind the trees along the roadside and saw Khursheed uncle falling down on the road.” he said. 

 Owais said somehow he gathered courage and went near to his uncle, who was drenched in blood. “The SOG and CRPF started beating blood-bathed Khursheed, writhing in pain and battling for life,” he said and added that Khursheed had received volley of bullets in his abdomen fired by the SOG personnel. 

 Meanwhile, Owais’s another uncle Ali Muhammad came to cover blood-bathed Khursheed from beating by forces, he said. “My uncle (Ali) begged with them but forces did not listen to him and instead fired upon on me and smashed Ali on his back,” Owais said.

 In 2006, Khursheed married to a Sikkim girl, Yasmeena Begum. He also left behind a three year old daughter, Alana Khursheed. Apart from driving during winters, Khursheed was going to Sikkim in connection with the shawl business.

IRSHAD PROTESTED BEATING OF WOMEN, COPS KILLED HIM

Aug 31: The anger against the police and CRPF atrocities touched a climax in Irshad’s mind when paramilitary forces ruthlessly thrashed women in his neighborhood a few days back for registering protest against the innocent killings in the Valley. At that time, Irshad had confronted the paramilitary forces and police and dared them to shoot him. He even snatched the bamboo stick from a trooper with which the latter was beating the innocent women. Since then the 11-year old’s parents were apprehensive about the life of their son.

Relatives and neighbors describe Irshad as sensitive. On Aug 30, the young child – son of an auto driver – fell to the pallets fired by police while protesting against the earlier incident of women’s beating by police and CRPF. “On August 18, the CRPF personnel went on rampage, barged into several houses in this old Eidgah locality and even beat up the women. The screams of the women touched the conscience of Irshad as he came out of his house and confronted the forces. He even snatched the bamboo stick from one of the CRPF men and then dared them to shoot,” said his father, Muhammad Ashraf Parray.

“From that incident, it seemed as if Irshad changed completely. He couldn’t eat and sleep well. Then he said that he was not feeling well and on Sunday evening I took him to hospital for a checkup. Her mother pleaded to him to have a rest and not move out,” said Ashraf. He said that despite not keeping well, Irshad woke up for Sehri (dawn meals) and insisted that he will keep a fast.

“Fearing Irshad may come out for protests, his mother locked him in his room, but in the afternoon he left his home from the window without anybody in the family noticing it, never to return,” said Ashraf. He added that before leaving, Irshad had a bath and put on new clothes.

Some of his friends had seen Irshad offering Zuhar prayers in the nearby Sheikh-ul-Alam Masjid and later the Asar prayers in Jamia Ahlihadith Masjid. When the protests were going on in Cheeni Chowk and Sherbagh area of the old town, Irshad first went to offer prayers in the nearby Jamia Ahlihadith Masjid,” said one of his friends. He said that after coming out from the Masjid, Irshad also started protesting.

Eyewitnesses say that Irshad was deliberately targeted by the police. “Police personnel from the nearby police station resorted to intense tear gas shelling. After spotting Irshad, they fired pellets from a shot gun at him and he fell down amid a pool of blood,” eyewitnesses told media.

Irshad had multiple injuries in abdomen, chest and shoulder was immediately rushed to district hospital Islamabad where from he was referred to SMHS. He was declared brought dead by the doctors in SMHS. A 7th standard student, Irshad is survived by his parents, elder brother studying in 10th standard and younger sister studying in 5th standard.

TRAGEDY REVISITS DAR FAMILY AFTER 14 YRS

Aug 8: Tragedy has struck Dar family of Safa Kadal once again. While the elder son was paralyzed by the paramilitary BSF personnel 14 years ago, the younger one is battling with ‘multiple fractures’ at a Srinagar hospital. 

Rafiq Ahmad Dar, 27, was admitted to the Bone and Joints Hospital after the CRPF personnel beat him up, ruthlessly. “Some days back, I left home to get medicine for my ailing brother. But the CRPF troopers beat me ruthlessly and I suffered multiple fractures. They were chasing protesters, but they caught hold of me and started beating me. I pleaded innocence, but they didn’t listen to me,” Rafiq told media. 

Lying on the Bed No. 33 of Ward 16 of the Hospital, Rafiq said, “I have no words to express the pain I am going through. They (CRPF) men beat me up as if they were hitting a stone. They broke their bamboo sticks on my body.” 

Besides four stitches in head, Rafiq has sustained fracture in his right arm and leg, left wrist and backbones. “At least three dozen CRPF men pounced on Rafiq and beat him up savagely,” said his family members. In 1996, Rafiq’s elder brother, Nissar, was beaten in a similar manner by the BSF personnel.  

“In 1996 after a mine blast at Eidgah, paramilitary BSF men barged into a saw mill where Nisar used to work. They beat him up mercilessly following which the right side of his body got paralyzed. Since then he is bed ridden,” said Raja Begum, mother of Rafiq and Nisar.  “For the past 18-years, Nisar is lying on bed and his condition has shattered my dreams.” 

Rafiq’s condition has added to her mother’s pain. “After my elder son failed to recuperate in Valley hospitals, I took him to Delhi and Jammu. But that didn’t make any difference,” Raja Begum said. “I hope my younger son gets well soon. I have been dying every day for the past 18-years. Now, Rafiq is going through same situation. I can’t understand how to come to terms with this pain.”

RS 70 K GO INTO YASIN’S TREATMENT

FAMILY POOLS MONEY, MAY NEED MORE

Aug 8: Muhammad Yaseen Ganai is battling for life in the Intensive Care Unit of SMHS hospital. His relatives have already spent at least Rs 70,000 for his treatment in a short span of a week. Yaseen, 25, a resident of Muhammadabad, Wuyen was injured in a blast inside Police Station Khrew on August 1. Four people were killed and at least 36 injured in the blast. "We have spent Rs 70,000 on his treatment till now. It is likely to run in lakhs," says Yaseen’s uncle, Abdul Qayoom.

Yaseen, a daily wager in Public Health Engineering Department, is the lone bread-winner for his elderly ailing parents who could not even stay in the hospital to look after him due to their illness. "The relatives have pooled money to support Yaseen’s treatment. We don't know how long can we go, but we know he is only breathing till now because of money we had. However we believe that Almighty will keep on helping us," says Qayoom.

Yaseen, according to Qayoom, has sustained fracture in jaw and left arm, and severe injury in throat where his food pipe is damaged. "We bought a pipe for Rs 12000 to facilitate flow of liquid. A single injection costs more than Rs 500. The medicinal costs are too high," says Qayoom, who has attending on Yaseen for the whole week.

The relatives of Yaseen sitting in the hospital corridor outside say that he was not part of any protest but just a bystander outside the house of his maternal aunt.

"He had gone to have a look at the renovated house of his aunt, but it proved fatal for him," said Yaseen’s cousin, Ishtiyaq Ahmed while preparing tea in a make shift kitchen in the hospital premises. Yaseen, according to Ishtiyaq, has to undergo dental surgery on August 9 and arm surgery later by a team of doctors from Bone and Joint hospital.

COMMISSION OF INQUIRY TO LOOK INTO ONLY 17 KILLINGS

NO DECISION ON OTHER 45 KILLINGS: GOVT

Aug 20: Though the state cabinet last month constituted the Commission of Inquiry ‘to look into the killing of 17 civilians in police and CRPF action during the past two months,’ the government is tight-lipped over the fate other 45 killings during the same period even as the death toll Friday reached 62.

Official sources told media, of the 17 killings to be inquired into by the 2-member Commission of Inquiry headed by Justice (retd) Bashir-ud-din, seven each are from Islamabad and Varmul and three from Srinagar. “The four civilian killings in Sopore in June for which government had constituted a separate commission also headed by Justice Bashir-ud-Din, have been included in the list,” sources said.


The Commission also took the decision to obtain reports, FIRs, CD files and other details from police/organization head and down the line, Deputy Commissioners of the concerned Districts and Commissioner Secretary, Home Department J&K Government.

PROTESTERS SHOT FROM CLOSE RANGE

DOCS AT SMHS REVEAL GORY CONDITION OF VICTIMS
Aug 3: In what can be termed as ‘outrageous’ attack on the protesting youth in the Valley, all the 32 patients admitted in SMHS here have been hit by bullets at point-blank range and above abdomen. Doctors in the hospital are seeing a pattern behind the police action on protesters. Doctors say forces are firing from close range to target the vital organs of protesters. “All the injured admitted here have received bullets on eye, head, lungs, heart and abdomen,” medicos said. All these patients have grievous injuries rendering them handicapped.

A teenager, Javaid Ahmad of Pattan received a bullet in his right eye from close range during clashes between protesters and police and paramilitary CRPF in his home town. Doctors at SMHS stated that Javaid’s eye was damaged and he won’t be able to see for the rest of the life, if at all he survives. Javaid is not the only person who has to beg for death if he survives. Several other cases are there in the hospitals, who have been hit above abdomen by bullets from close range by police and CRPF.

A senior doctor in SMHS pleading anonymity termed the situation as outrageous. He said looking at the injured admitted here clearly depicts that the forces in the Valley are to kill the protesters not to quell them. Abid Hussain Mir of Bandipora is another case, who has been hit from “very close range.” Doctors termed the chances of his retaining the eye sight nil.

The 15 year old, Suhail Ahmad Dar of HMT is another victim of “target firing.” He received a bullet today in his abdomen, when forces fired on Eidgah Chalo procession in Parimpora. Eyewitness told media that police personnel hit Suhail from just 5 meters range. “Suhail fell down and got drenched in blood. Subsequently, we rushed him to SMHS.” After receiving the injured Suhail, doctors said he was pulse-less and in shock. Suhail was battling for life in the Operation Theatre, when this reporter visited the hospital. Doctors say he has been hit from just 5 meters range and lost one major vessel and got multiple gut proliferations. Expressing their helplessness, doctors outside Operation Theatre termed Suhail’s chances of survival bleak. “We may lose one more child,” they said.

A 15 year old girl, Nishu Jan of Shalimar was hit by bullet on head from close range. After seeing her deteriorating condition doctors referred her to SKIMS, Soura.

Muhammad Subhan Zargar is another injured, who received bullet in his chest from few meters away, doctors said. SMHS has received at least 50 injured persons in past three days. At present 32 patients are admitted in SMHS, in which 18 are in wards and 12 in causality. All these patients have been hit above abdomen and from close range by police and paramilitary forces. Pertinently, hospital authorities refer injured patients, who get injuries below abdomen to Bone and Joints Hospital, Barzulla. 
FROM INJURIES IN FIRING TO TREATMENT IN SMHS
Aug 3: On a deserted road, covered by large number of CRPF men, near the SMHS hospitals a police man stops a vehicle, carrying media persons to the hospital in curfew. Despite coming to know that the media persons were having the valid curfew passes, the cop asks them not to enter the hospital and return. 
“I am not saying this to you as a police man but I am making the plea on humanitarian grounds. I cannot guarantee your safety and entering the hospital as a media person is a big risk for your life. The hospital which has witnessed firing and tear gassing by CRPF and police is not safe for you people as the cops and security men there are very angry,” the police man said. But the media persons insisted on moving ahead but with an assurance that they would not enter the hospital premises from the main casualty gate but through other gate leading to in-patient wards.

Large number of CRPF personnel manning the casualty gate had sealed the hospital and banned the entry of media persons there. The media persons usually slip into the hospital now through other gates and do their professional duty with caution.

The figures available within the hospital speak volumes about the grim scenario in   Kashmir due to the use of force by the police and paramilitary forces on the protestors. As per the records, 41 persons have either been brought dead or have succumbed to injuries in the hospital after being hit by bullets or smoke shells fired by police and security forces on protestors since June 10. Over three hundred and fifty persons have been admitted for treatment of bullet injuries.

Fourteen persons with bullet injuries were admitted in the hospital on July 30. The number touched 70 on July 31. On August 1, 20 persons with bullet wounds were admitted. Yesterday, 14 persons with bullet injuries were admitted. And today till 1.00 PM, three persons with bullet injuries were brought to the hospital. One was brought dead and the other succumbed to injuries. In the late afternoon as the reports of firing on protestors increased, the number of injured admitted to hospital also increased.

Like the situation in Kashmir the crises emerging in the hospital are also unpredictable. If the doctors and Para-medical staff try to relax for some time suddenly injured from different areas are brought to the hospital. “I am witnessing this type of situation first time after 1994. The situation was not so bad even during the land row agitation in 2008. Now suddenly we see a flood of people coming with bullet injuries,” said Rafiq Ahmad, an employee.

All the injured from Srinagar and seriously injured from any corner of Kashmir are first admitted to SMHS hospital. “If they have abdominal or chest injuries we treat them here. If they have head injuries we refer them to SKIMS and if peripheral injuries then to Bone and Joint hospital,” said Dr Wasim Quereshi, medical superintendent SMHS hospital.

He added that the doctors and Para-medical staff in the hospital are always ready to deal with the crises and treat the patients. “Doctors, other staff come on foot or ambulances to reach the hospital. Sometimes they are beaten, still they report,” Dr Quereshi said.

He said the hospital has adequate staff and life saving drugs. “We purchase the drugs for three months and subsequently put the orders on that pattern. Since I am the manager I have to deliver at the time of crises even if we face problems,” the medical superintendent said.

However, some reports said the hospital at present is not having the adequate supply of life saving drugs. Emergency drugs worth Rs 400 were reportedly purchased yesterday. The hospital is also facing short of cells, used during surgeries. The state government has not also filled up the large number of vacant posts particularly in Para-medical staff.

Take for instance the anesthesia technicians. While the hospital is having adequate number of doctors, administering anesthesia, but there is shortage of the technicians. After the mass migration of Pandit anesthesia doctors, there was shortage of such doctors. But in 1996 new doctors were appointed. However, the strength of anesthesia technicians continues to be the same what it was in 1981. 
At times, a technician has to cater three operation tables in the trauma theatre complex. With so much of rush there is always tremendous pressure on the technicians. Any mistake by them can also prove fatal for the patients. Some reports say there are only 16 anesthesia technicians in five associated hospitals of government medical college Srinagar, while as the number should have been 144.

Since the hospital has only five ventilators the patients are sometimes shifted to SKIMS for want of ventilators. An orthopedic doctor in the trauma centre does not have a room to sit in.

The hospital gets patients with every type of bullet injuries including that on head, abdomen, neck, chest, abdomen and peripheries. Even since yesterday it has started getting patients who receive serious injuries due to beating by security men. A seven year old boy of S D Colony Batmaloo was beaten to death yesterday.

Dr Wasim Quereshi added that the hospital has four major and one minor operation theatres in trauma centre complex. At the time of emergency other surgical theatres are also made functional.

The problem for critically injured persons is their shifting to SKIMS. Some of the critically injured victims having serious head injuries die on way to SKIMS or their condition deteriorates till they reach there. For that a 214 bedded institute of traumatology is under construction for last two years at the neighboring Shirin Bagh complex. Once it is completed the patients with head and peripheral injuries can be treated there also without shifting them to SKIMS or Bone and Joint hospital.

Dr Basharat Saleem, head of department of anesthesia stated that there is no shortage of Para-medical staff in his department. He added that they receive the injured patients at one time. Secondly the attendants with them create chaos and confusion. There is nobody to regulate the rush and some people even do not hesitate in entering the operation theatres with their shoes.

The hospital administration gets support through a different way from Kakasarai Maidanpora Voluntary Trust. The trust provides food for the patients and attendants trapped in the hospital due to curfew. They have also kept the vehicles available.

A team of business persons are running a group called Free Health Care Provider. In present crises they not only remove injured to hospital or home in their vehicles but also carry bodies to the respective areas from the hospital. Even patients needing emergency help are taken to the hospital during curfew restrictions despite the fact that its volunteers are detained, beaten and arrested.  The group also provides medicines to the patients. 
600 CIVILIANS WOUNDED 
Aug 4: Preliminary various from various hospitals across the Valley reveal that around 600 civilians were wounded in the violent protests, from July 30 to August 4. The tertiary healthcare institutions in the Srinagar city have received 173 injuries with most of them being referred from primary and secondary health care institutions of districts, since July 30.

SKIMS Soura, SMHS and Bone and Joints Hospital in Srinagar received 100, 58, 15 persons with injuries caused by bullets, teargas shelling and stone–pelting, since Friday, sources told Greater Kashmir. Medicos told media that nearly 80 percent of the wounded in city hospitals have got bullet injuries.

“Out of 58 cases in SMHS, 48 have received bullet injuries. In SKIMS 80 percent have firearm injuries and others received injuries due to teargas canisters and thrashing,” medicos revealed.

Similarly, in the north and south Kashmir nearly 170 and 160 persons were wounded respectively excluding referral cases to city hospitals, since Friday as the preliminary data provided to media by chief medical officers, medical superintendents and block medical officers revealed.

 Similarly in central Kashmir’s Budgam district, the medicos put the number of injured at 135 with 11 of them being referred to city hospitals in past five days, they added.

 Most of the injury cases were reported in areas of Pattan, Kreeri, Sopore, Bandipora Baramulla, Pampore, Tral, and Bijbehara in north and south Kashmir.

 When contacted, director health services Kashmir Mohammed Amin Wani said that the district and peripheral hospitals received 120-130 injuries, since Friday.  “I don’t have actual data this time and we have asked the specialists to remain the hospitals to meet the crisis,” he said.

SKIMS WRITHES IN PAIN

VICTIMS OF POLICE, CRPF ACTION TELL AGONISING TALES

Aug 10:  Ishtiyaq Ahmad of Mehjoor Nagar, a salesman, was allegedly thrashed by CRPF troops a few days ago fracturing his right leg. The worry for the doctors attending him in the Emergency Ward is that the beating has resulted in complications. “The fracture has led to entry of a fat tissue into blood vessel which has reached near brain, obstructing its vital functions. It has pushed the patient into coma and can lead to permanent disability,” explains a doctor. Ishtiyaq was shifted from Bone and Joint hospital- where his leg was plastered - to the valley’s only premier tertiary care hospital around 10 pm on Sunday when his condition deteriorated, said one of his attendants.

“He was going to Masjid to offer prayer when CRPF men beat him up. There was no stone pelting,” asserts the attendant. Ishtiyaq is one of those civilians who have been victims of Police and CRPF action because they happened to pass by at a wrong time.

Two more patients, who have been put on life support system, are too battling for life. Muhammad Akbar Wani of Rangwar, Baramulla, (MRD No 622132), received bullet injury in his head last Tuesday (Aug 3) and Abdur Rashid Reshi of Sombora Pampore, (MRD No 622402), was shot in his head on August 5.
Both the patients have been operated upon but there are minimal chances of survival. “They are in vegetative state, only vital organs are functioning on life support system. They might recover but they are in a critical condition,” said a doctor.

A team of doctors monitor their condition round the clock. “We are in a profession where people are dependent on us and we have to work irrespective of the outcome of the treatment,” explains the doctor. Their attendants could only hope that the patients would recover. 
“Everything is up to Allah,” said Ghulam Mohiuddin Mir, Reshi’s brother-in-law. Reshi, a farmer, has a son, daughter and wife while Wani has a wife. Like Ishtiyaq, the duo was not part of any protest, the attendants said. The hospital has reportedly received more than 300 cases of fire arm injuries since July 11 when protests started gathering momentum in Kashmir over death of a downtown teenager, Tufail Ahmad. The injured include those hit on head, chest and abdomen.

In Post Operative Ward outside the Surgical ICU, the condition of four patients injured in police and CRPF action is no better.

Ghulam Muhammad Lone, a truck driver from Sonamarg was returning home from New Delhi on July 24 when he was stopped by CRPF near Lar, Ganderbal. “He was thrashed with batons and stones. His one eye been completely damaged and there are multiple fractures in his skull with some dislocated bones. He will be operated on Monday (Aug 16) again and doctors will try to fix his dislocated bones and remove pieces of other bones which have pierced deep into the skull,” said his attendant and neighbor, Ghulam Mohiuddin.

But the worry for the family is that Lone’s wife has no money to buy medicines for his husband’s treatment. “He has nobody in relation expect for wife and three young children including two daughters. I don’t know how the family can manage the treatment,” sighs Mohiuddin.

The story of Firdous Ahmad of Bemina, Muneera of Sirnoo, Pulwama, and a teenager Adil Ahmad of Lousin, Pulwama, in the ward is no different. They all have received bullet injuries. Writhing in pain, Firdous was shot at twice in his left leg on Monday last. Adil received three bullets on Thursday last. Muneera was shot at near her abdomen on August 3.

Concerned, the family members narrate the same story. The injured who have been operated upon and bullets removed, were never part of any protests but were out on roads for one reason or other.

“My son is not able to move his foot though doctors repaired his damaged leg. What crime had he committed?” Chesfeeda, mother of Firdous, asks.

Firdous’ neighbour, Muhammad Yasin, a teenager, recovering from bullet injury looks anxiously. He candidly admits that he was part of stone pelting group of youth when he was hit by bullet fired by CRPF troops. But he has no regrets. “Given a chance I will again pelt stones. We want a permanent solution to Kashmir as per the aspirations of people,” Yasin, a 10th class student tries to explain why people are angry and pelting stones. “How long will Kashmir continue to suffer?” he asks.

 
Perhaps Yasin represents a generation of Kashmiri youth who are feeling frustrated by the dilly-dallying policy of Government of India to solve Kashmir issue permanently. 
80-YEAR OLD EX-ENGINEER BOOKED UNDER PSA

23 ARRESTED IN NOCTURNAL RAIDS ACROSS BUDGAM

Aug 5: An octogenarian man was booked under Public Safety Act (PSA) while nearly two-dozen youth were arrested by police in nocturnal raids across Budgam district of Central Kashmir. Official sources told media that the 80-year-old Mohammad Rafiq Fazili son of late Ghulam Mohi-ud-din, who was arrested along with his son Mohammad Sami by police from their Humhama residence in last week, was booked under the PSA today. Fazili is a retired engineer of roads and buildings department (R&B).

“The former engineer was charged with leading protests demonstrations. He was booked under PSA and shifted to Kathua jail,” sources added.

Meanwhile, hundreds of people in Budgam district of Central Kashmir staged demonstrations to protest the arrest of youth on charges of stone pelting. Reports and eyewitnesses said that hundreds of men, women and children in Soibug and Magam areas of the district took to streets and staged pro-freedom and anti-India demonstrations. Chanting slogans, the people were protesting the arrest of at least two-dozen youth by police during nocturnal raids yesterday. The protesters alleged that police was arresting the youth on false charges of stone pelting and booking them under Public Safety Act (PSA).

Sources said that the crackdown against the stone peters comes in wake of the violent protests and clashes that erupted in the district following the fresh spate of killing that have left nearly 30 people dead and hundreds injured across the Valley in the last six days.

More than three dozen youth, have been arrested by the police since its drive started last month. At least four people have been booked under PSA and shifted to various jails across the state.

MINOR IN JAMMU PRISON

Aug 20: High Court has directed the government to consider shifting of a minor boy, booked under infamous Public Safety Act (PSA), to Srinagar from Kotbalwal Jail, Jammu. 15-year-old Shiekh Ikram son of Zulfikar Ahmad sheikh of Bagh Jogi Lankar Rainawari was first arrested by police on June 22 and shown booked in an FIR No 34/2010 under section 148, 149, 341, 336, 307 registered in Police Station Rainawari. He was accused of leading a mob in the area and pelting stones on police and CRPF men.

Subsequently, his parents managed a bail for him from the court but Ikram was again arrested on June 28. He was shown booked in another FIR No 23/2010 with almost same offences.

“On June 23, we managed an interim bail for Ikram upto June 28. Though he was released but police again arrested him on June 28 and booked under PSA vide order no. DMS/PSA/26/2010 and subsequently lodged at Kotbalwal jail Jammu,” Ikram’s counsel Advocate Mir Shafqat told media.


He said the grounds mentioned against Ikram claim that he took out a procession in Rainawari and raised anti-national and anti-India slogans. “He is also accused of resorting to stone pelting, creating law and order problem in the area”, said Shafqat, who submitted a petition before the court this week challenging Ikram’s detention under PSA.

While challenging Ikram’s detention and seeking his shifting from Kotbalwal Jail to Srinagar, Shafqat submitted before Justice Muzaffar Attar that, Ikram is 15 years old and a minor. “The fact is also supported by his school certificate in which his date of birth has been recorded as 22/06/1995. A minor cannot be detained under PSA,” he said adding, “Ikram is a juvenile and on arrest needs to be put in a juvenile home”.

He further told the court that when Ikram was detained under PSA, he was already on interim bail for the same offences, which have been mentioned against him in the PSA grounds.

Pleading that minor Ikram be shifted to Srinagar from Kotbalwal, Shafqat submitted, “Since he is a minor, the detention will have a bad impact on him as he will be kept with dreaded criminals in Kotbalwal Jammu. As such I seek his shifting to Srinagar”.

 
After hearing the defense counsel, Justice Attar directed the government to consider shifting of the detenue from Kotbalwal jail to any jail in Valley. He also issued notices to the State to be returnable within two week and fixed next date of hearing on August 27.
CRACKDOWN RETURNS, 42 HELD IN BEMINA

7 YR-OLD, 80-YR OLD, IMAM AMONG ARRESTED

Aug 21: In a throwback to ’90s, police and paramilitary CRPF cracked down on a Bemina colony on the city outskirts and rounded up 42 people including a 7-year old boy, an octogenarian and the local Imam, besides misbehaving with women. The government forces resorted to aerial firing and fired several teargas canisters to disperse people including women who took to roads and blocked the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad highway, demanding release of the arrestees.

Locals said around 2 pm large contingent of police and CRPF arrived in the Nundreshi Colony-Sector B. “Without making any announcement they barged into the houses, made searches and ordered men and children to assemble in the compound of the local Masjid,” said one Tauseef Ahmad who along with some elders was preparing the list of those arrested by police.

“After people assembled on the spot,” said Tauseef, “They whisked away at least 42 persons. People were either busy in their domestic work or returning from prayers when the forces arrived.” The arrestees included Bashir Ahmad Lone, 50, and his father Habibullah, an octogenarian. “Actually they were looking for my 7-year old brother Amir. But when they couldn’t find him, police rounded up my ailing father and grandfather,” said Zahid, brother of Amir.

Family of Hafeeza putting up in a rented accommodation in the area had received some guests from Sopore a few days back. But three of the guests were also rounded up by police, she said. “My husband was also picked up. He was beaten ruthlessly.”

Meraj-ud-din Misgar, whose brother Mukhtar Ahmad is one of the victims, said there were no protests in the area. “The arrests by police are another tactic to harass people. My brother is innocent. He was picked up from home,” Meraj said. Police also arrested the local Imam, Mashooq Ahmad, said Meraj. “He was picked up from Masjid after a search by police and CRPF at his room,” Meraj said. Locals said as police was taking away the arrested persons, some of them including women tried to persuade the Station House Officer and the Sub-Divisional Police Officer to leave them.

“However, policemen baton-charged people fired tear smoke canisters and resorted to aerial firing to disperse them. They misbehaved with women,” eyewitnesses said. Eyewitnesses also saw policemen even snatching the scarves of the women.

As police and CRPF left the spot, people including women and children took to roads. They staged a massive protest demonstration, blocked the highway, demanding release of the arrestees. “We will not move from the road till our people are released,” said Mushtaq Ahmad, adding they had decided to offer the remaining prayers of the day on the road.

“How can we leave? They whisked away even our guests. We will not allow traffic movement,” said Hafeeza, asking people to assemble on the road. The incident was a flashback of ’90s when BSF and police would lay cordon around an area and whisk away people. 

Talking to media the Superintendent of Police City (South), Muhammad Irshad said some of the “miscreants” from the locality used to block the highway during late hours, hampering the traffic movement and then damage the window panes of the vehicles.

“We picked up some suspects and after identification all of them were released except nine who were found to be involved in trouble-making,” he said. The residents have been accusing an official of the Police Post Bemina of unleashing a ‘reign of terror’ in the area, seeking his immediate transfer.

The aggrieved residents told media that the “former gunman turned police official” had turned the peoples life miserable. They residents accused the officer of misbehaving with woman.

Aug 22: Police said that it had arrested 6 youth from Bemina area and not 42. “Police had launched an operation against the stonepelters, wanted by police. The police questioned some people out of which only six persons against whom there is enough evidence in shape of videos and photographs have been arrested,” a police spokesman said.

WE WERE TORTURED IN CUSTODY: YOUTH TELL COURT

Aug 29: Several youth who have been arrested in different police raids and booked for staging pro-freedom protests have informed the court that they were ruthlessly tortured in custody.

On August 21, police arrested seven youth from Nundreshi Colony, Bemina, in a crackdown. Police later registered FIR 105/2010 against them with charges under section 307, 147, 148, 336 & 427 RPC, which pertain to attempt to murder, rioting and damaging public property. 

On August 25, all the seven youth through their counsel Muhammad Ashraf Dar filed an application before the Court seeking release on bail. Subsequently, Court directed the SHO Batamaloo to release them. But two youth out of seven, Shahid Yaqoob Makaya and Umar Ashraf Shiekh, were not released. 

Police has presented the duo before the court seeking their remand. Their counsel said even after Court ordered their release on bail, the police did not release the duo. Police was not honoring the court directives, which is sheer contempt of court, he said. He submitted before the court that the two had been booked in another false FIR. He said that police was torturing them in custody. “Police was asking them money for their release,” he said. 

The detainees shouted outside the court that they were scared in police station. “Please send us to Central Jail,” they said. Shahid said he was working in New Delhi and had few days back come to Kashmir. Umar said he was reciting Qur’an when police barged into his house and dragged him out. 

After hearing the submission of Counsel, Court has directed the SHO to file report citing reasons that why the duo was not released. Court asked police to inform it whether any other FIR was pending against the two youth. 

In another incident of police action, two brothers Owais Ahmad Zargar and Younis Ahmad Zargar of Barzulla were dragged out from their house. They were presented before the court by police recently and were sent to three days of police remand. The duo informed court that they were ruthlessly tortured by the police in custody. Younis said, “On Aug 25, police barged into our house and picked us up. In custody, they tortured us ruthlessly.” 

Counsel for the duo, Mir Shafaqat Hussain, said the duo were innocent and had been booked under serious charges of rioting.

After these youth came out of the court, the Bar Association members shouted slogans against police and demanded their release.
IKHWANI TERROR REVISITS ISLAMABAD
Aug 03: The erstwhile Ikhwanis (government backed counterinsurgents) and currently working in Special Operations Group of police have unleashed reign of terror in south Kashmir’s Islamabad district. According to residents of Kadipora Islamabad, SOG personnel (formerly Ikhwanis) are continuously intimidating and harassing them.

The Ikhwani camp housed in an abandoned Kashmiri Pandit’s house at Kadipora has been giving sleepless nights to the local civilian population for the past several years, but the intensity of SOG terror has been more pronounced during the last 15 days. Locals allege that Ikhwanis led by one Jahangir Khan of SOG raid the area especially during night hours. “The Ikhwanis are always in drunken state and pass indecent comments on every passing woman. They threaten the shopkeepers and tease girls,” the locals alleged, adding, the district administration has failed in shifting the camp despite repeated assurances.

They said for the last one week the Ikhwanis have been barging into houses where only females reside during the night “with the intention to molest them”.

“A widow who lives near Pather Masjid Islamabad along with her three daughters is being harassed by Ikhwanis every now and then. For the last three days Khan along with his men barge into the house after climbing onto the rooftop via an external ladder,” alleged the locals. 

“We have no male member in our family. Ikhwanis forcibly enter our house. On the first night we raised hue and cry to call our neighbours, but now we have shifted from that place,” said Safeena (name changed).The residents of Dangerpora Islamabad also allege that the Ikhwanis move in civvies during the night hours carrying swords and sticks.

“Ikhwanis threaten us of dire consequences for if we raise our voice against them. They say they have killed hundreds in 90’s and nobody dared to stop them so who would stop them now,” they added.

Two weeks back the residents staged protests demanding shifting of the camp from the locality and DC Islamabad had assured them of proper action within 48 hours. However, no such action has been taken till date.

200 STUDENTS ‘TRAPPED’ IN SKUAST WADOORA
Aug 4: Around 200 students including females are stranded at Regional Research Center, Faculty of Agriculture SKUAST Wadoora in Sopore from the past 10 days owing to strict restrictions. With situation grim in Valley, students are living under constant fear in the hostel. The presence of the camp inside the campus makes them feel highly insecure as they desperately want to reach their homes.

Students of the college hailing from different parts of the valley alleged that Dean of the college, Dr M Y Zargar hasn’t made any effort in making arrangements for their safe return to their homes even after they approached him several times.

“We are living in a constant fear in the hostel. We want to move out, but our Dean is preventing us from moving to our homes,” a group of students told media. Interestingly, the Dean of the College puts up at the quarter inside the college but doesn’t allow the students who want to leave by themselves.

“We don’t feel secure here in the college as the situation is very volatile. Anything can happen here,” said the female students who are 50 in number.

Notably, the college administration had published examination notice against the wish of students which commenced on June 26. The students could not appear in all the papers due to the unrest which forced the college authorities to postpone the examination.

“We fail to understand why at first instance the college authorities published notice for exams under these conditions. We were against sitting in the examination. Now we are trapped,” said the students. The students said they had arranged the Sumos with the help of locals so they could move out before dawn. “But our Dean flatly refused to allow us to move. Neither he makes arrangements nor does he allow us to move of our own,” alleged the students. 

“The Dean tells us we can go only with our parents. How is it possible for them to come early in the morning and move back when curfew is imposed from 7 am,” they questioned. 

Zargar said he could not make any arrangements due to strict curfew. “The situation is not conducive for them to move out. But I am thinking of how to make arrangements so that they can reach their homes,” said Zargar over phone.

MEDIA ON RECEIVING END WHILE COVERING PROTESTERS 
· POLICE, CRPF PAY NO HEED TO GOVT ASSURANCE TO SCRIBES
Aug 1: Despite repeated assurances from the state administration that journalists won’t face any trouble while moving out during curfews, police and paramilitary CRPF continue to hamper the movement of scribes. Several journalists complained that police and CRPF men didn’t honour the curfew passes issued to them by the District Magistrate Srinagar on July 31. The passes are valid up to August 31.

Showkat Hamid, the correspondent of Kashmir Uzma, a sister concern of Greater Kashmir, was beaten to pulp by policemen near Regal Chowk here. “I was heading towards office from my residence at Kralkhud at 2 pm. Near Kralkhud and Barbar Shah Bridge police and CRPF men allowed me to proceed towards Lal Chowk.

 When I reached near Women’ College, M A Road, policemen on the spot asked me where I am going? I said I am going to office. They asked me for the curfew pass which I showed. I also showed them a valid ID card. In the meantime, one of the policemen asked me why media men were leaving home when there is ‘emergency’ situation in Kashmir. Before I could answer, he all of a sudden started beating me with his wireless set. Five other cops on the spot joined in and started beating me,” Showkat said.

In police action, Showkat sustained severe injuries on his nose. “I fell on ground. The policemen again started beating me. I left from the spot and reached office via Exchange Road,” he added.

Apart from Showkat, scribes associated with various print and electronic media organizations, complained that policemen didn’t allow them to move freely even though they had a valid curfew pass. “It seems that the government doesn’t want media organizations to function. That is why police and CRPF men don’t allow journalists and other staff members of media organizations to move freely,” they said.

Editor of the Urdu daily, Srinagar News, Meraj-ud-Din Wani was reportedly detained by police along with his son after police refused to allow them to move despite having a curfew pass. They duo were locked up in Kralkhud police station here.

Cameramen had to bear the brunt of police and CRPF for the past two days. Many of them were not allowed to move out of the Press Colony, where police and troopers had maintained a strong vigil on media man.

Earlier, when the alleged custodial killing of a youth in Rafiabad took place last Sunday (July 25), police didn’t allow transportation of copies of Greater Kashmir and Kahsmir Uzma to north Kashmir. Following the incident, the principal secretary to Chief Minister, Khursheed Ahmad Ganai, had assured that media men won’t be harassed and would be allowed to move freely during curfews. However, the ground situation belies the assurance.

In July, when the media organizations were gagged following civilian killings in Kashmir, the state administration had assured that no journalist would be harassed. This assurance too seems to have gone down the drain. 

Press Guild condemns curbs on media

On Aug 2, The Press Guild of Kashmir has condemned the fresh curbs on media in Kashmir in the wake of curfew restrictions and reminded the government of its commitment made to all the representative bodies of the media groups.  "With the curfew remaining in vogue in most of the Valley areas, the police and forces are not honoring the curfew passes issued to the media persons by the district magistrate and thus blocking their access to the information,” said Bashir Manzar, General Secretary in a statement issued today.  "In certain cases during past few days, curfew passes of some media persons have been torn down and even some of them have even been thrashed,” he added.

The Guild has asked the government to issue clear directions to the forces on the ground that curfew passes are respected and distribution of the newspapers is not hampered failing which Guild would be forced to take direct action, responsibility of which would lie exclusively on the government.

On Aug 5, photojournalists alleged that police were not allowing them to perform their professional duties. “Policemen did not allow us to reach Ganpatyar Habba Kadal to cover the funeral procession of Ghulam Muhammad (killed in CRPF firing) yesterday,” a group of photojournalists told media.

They said that on Aug 4 a police party led by Superintendent of Police (south) beat up photojournalists near Rajbagh. “Policemen tore curfew passes of three of our colleagues and beat them up mercilessly,” they added.  Photojournalists said that police and CRPF men were on the lookout for them. “They are looking for excuses to beat us,” they added.
· MEDIA GAG
PCI SNUBS JK GOVT
Aug 04: Press Council of India (PCI), a quasi-judicial body has issued a show-cause notice to Chief Secretary of Jammu and Kashmir
S S Kapoor asking him to explain curbs on publications of newspapers as well as preventing journalists to conduct their professional duties during the current phase of unrest. The full-council meeting headed by its Chairman Justice G N Ray took note of a complaint filed by three Kashmir-based newspaper organizations and an appeal issued by Delhi-based J&K journalists to intervene to preserve freedom of press in Kashmir Valley.

A PCI member said the Council had also taken a suo moto notice of press reports related to thrashing of journalists. The organization, who had filed the complaint include Press Guild of Kashmir, Kashmir Press Association and Press Photographers Association. Though a complaint was also filed by Video Journalists Association, the news channels and broadcast media does not fall in the jurisdiction of PCI.

The PCI member said the show-cause notice was first step to initiate action against authorities and officials who prevented press to perform its duties. 
“Harassing journalists and forcing newspapers to suspend their publications has become a handy tool in the hands of authorities, during crises. In the immediate past it happened during 2008 Amarnath land row agitation and lately now during the current phase of agitation. Instead allowing free flow of information, authorities force people to rely on speculations and rumours, which in no way helps calming tempers or situation,” the complaint added. 

Seeking immediate action of the PCI for the sake of freedom of press, the complaint mentions the sequence of events that happened in Kashmir since July 6, leading even to closure of newspapers.
· GK, UZMA COPIES SEIZED

Aug 14: Police seized the copies of Greater Kashmir and Kashmir Uzma in Sumbal area of Bandipora district. “Police seized the copies and didn’t allow the vehicle carrying them to move ahead of Sumbal,” news agency owners said. This is for the 10 time during the recent unrest that police has seized the copies of these newspapers.

The news agency owners and locals have condemned the act of the police saying it was anti-people. It may be recalled that Principal Secretary to Chief Minister, Khursheed Ahmad Ganai, during a recent meeting with senior journalists of the Valley had assured that there won’t be any curbs on press or on the distribution of newspapers.

· NORTH KASHMIR OUT OF BOUNDS FOR NEWSPAPER DISTRIBUTORS

Aug 19: Despite assurances from the top officials, police are not allowing the distributors to circulate newspapers in north Kashmir. “Police are not allowing distributors and hawkers to move beyond Mirgund on Srinagar-Baramulla highway. Police have imposed an undeclared blanket ban on distribution of newspapers in north Kashmir. We have not been able to even send a single copy to any of the northern areas for past 15-days,” a group of distributors told media. 

Many times the copies of newspapers were seized either at Mirgund or Choora or in Sumbal. “This has resulted in huge losses to newspaper organizations and has also deprived lakhs of people from getting the information, which is their fundamental, right,” they added. 

Distributors accused policemen of assaulting their colleagues for asking them the reason for the ban. An official at Mirgund Police Post said that the orders to stop the newspapers had come from the top. He said that the Police Control Room had flashed express message to ban the circulation of newspapers beyond Mirgund. 

Director Information Farooq Renzu expressed ignorance and said that he would take up the issue with concerned authorities. The Kashmir Press Association and Press Guild of Kashmir, the representative bodies of newspapers have strongly condemned the ban by the government. “It is uncalled for and government should explain why the decision was taken,” they said in a joint statement.

· PRESS GUILD CONDEMNS BAN ON DISTRIBUTION OF NEWSPAPERS

THREATENS TO SUSPEND PUBLICATION

Aug 21: Press Guild of Kashmir has expressed serious concern over administration’s tactics to impede and hinder the distribution of newspaper in different areas of the Valley. In a statement, PGK said for almost 15 days, entry of all the newspapers was banned into north Kashmir and police would seize the copies at Mujgund, Pattan, Sumbal etc and even harass the distributors.

Vehicles with newspapers bound for South Kashmir were stopped and newspaper seized. The statement said it was after 15 days that today newspapers were allowed to reach different areas of north Kashmir after PGK took the matter with higher-ups. “But at the same time police today seized the copies of the newspaper on way to south Kashmir. Not a single copy of any newspaper was allowed to be carried beyond Lethpora while as the distributors were harassed.”

“It seems a deliberate attempt on the part of the government to impose restrictions on the free flow of news and the PGK condemns it in strongest terms.”

“The local newspaper owners have been publishing their newspapers against all odds and despite suffering huge losses have been trying to ensure that the common readers have access to information. But on its parts, is trying to ensure that the newspapers that are published, reach nowhere. Instead of imposing a formal ban on the newspapers the government is creating an atmosphere in which newspapers are not distributed among the readers,” said the statement.

“So on one hand, the government is denying the common masses access to the information and news, which is their fundamental right and on the other hand is adding to the loses of the newspapers.”

In this backdrop, Press Guild of Kashmir has asked government to stop disturbing the circulation of the newspapers and ensure smooth distribution so that everyone has access to newspapers.

The PGK has decided that if government continues with informal ban on distribution of newspapers, the newspaper owners, taking into confidence all national and international media representative bodies would stop publication.

· TEAR SMOKE SHELL HITS PHOTOJOURNALIST

Aug 20: A photojournalist was injured while covering a protest demonstration in downtown Gojwara after being hit by a tear smoke shell. Tauseef Mustafa, who works with Agence France Presse (AFP), was hit by a tear smoke canister fired by a joint party of police and CRPF in his left leg.

“We were not allowed to cover the protests by the CRPF from their side. We were forced to move towards the protesters,” photojournalists accompanying Tauseef said.

“We were covering the protests from the crowd. A teargas shell fired by a cop directly hit him in leg,” they said. Tauseef was admitted in SMHS hospital.  “Only one shell was fired and it hit me,” Mustafa told media alleging he could have been targeted by police or CRPF.  Police has denied the allegations saying no cop fired teargas on the journalist.

 The photojournalists said they earlier had an argument with an SP in the area who accused the Kashmir press of being responsible for the killings of 60 persons in police and CRPF firing.

· POLICE THRASH UZMA SCRIBE

Aug 28: Attacks on the media persons continue despite assurances from the Government. Police beat up Riyaz Malik, correspondent with Greater Kashmir’s sister publication Kashmir Uzma. Malik was on way to office from Raj Bagh when a party from police station Kothi Bagh stopped him near Zero Bridge and beat him up without any reason.

 “I told them that I am a journalist and have a curfew pass,” Malik said. “They abused me and thrashed me,” he said.  Malik received injuries in arms and other body parts.
MORE CRPF COMPANIES DEPLOYED IN SRINAGAR
Aug 2: Additional CRPF companies have arrived here to quell protests in the City. Additional 7000 troopers who reached the summer capital by road were immediately deployed for police assistance in various areas of the City. Sources said the protests on the Srinagar-Jammu highway had hindered their travel by around 10 hours. The convoy was allowed to move towards the City only after the Road Opening Parties removed the obstructions, the protests had laid on the highway.

A senior police official while confirming getting the additional contingency said the police was facing shortage of workforce in maintaining law and order. He said most of the contingencies handed over to various police stations comprise of around 150 personnel each. The CRPF however puts the number at an average of hundred. 
CRPF PRO Prabhakar Tripathi confirmed that additional contingencies have poured in. He, however said that not fifty but “only a few more contingencies have be added.”

On Aug 3, Government of India (GoI) has decided to send nearly 2000 central paramilitary force personnel to Kashmir while another 3,200, currently based in the State, will be redeployed in trouble-torn areas in Valley.

“The additional forces are being sent following a request from Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah to New Delhi to help tackle the situation in the Valley, which has been hit by a fresh wave of protests,” official sources said. 19 companies (1,900 personnel) of central paramilitary forces will reach Kashmir Valley within a day or two from outside the state. 32 companies (3,200 personnel) currently posted in different parts of Jammu and Kashmir will be redeployed in the Valley.

RAF WITH UN TAG STAGE MARCH IN CITY
UN ANNOYED 

Aug 6: Anti-riot Rapid Action Force was deployed in the Srinagar city to quell the raging protests in the city. It is for the first time that this specialized wing of the paramilitary forces has been called in for maintaining law and order in the Valley. The deployment comes after Chief Minister Omar Abdullah sought them during his recent visit to New Delhi to curb the spiraling unrest in the valley.

After being airlifted from New Delhi on Aug 5, the Rapid Action Force personnel carried out marches in several localities of the city today. Large contingents of RAF armed with special equipments and vehicles for crowd control were seen patrolling in the downtown area of the city. However, UN expressed its concern over using its tag by RAF and said it is in violation of UN guidelines. 
 “The RAF personnel carried out flag march in the downtown area and there was no need for their deployment today. Three companies have reached on August 5,” Public Relations Officer of CRPF, Prabhakar Tripathi, told media.

 Sources said that their deployment would be done in consultation with the state police, but they work independently in controlling the crowd.

Following the unrest in the Valley, 24 additional companies of CRPF including three of RAF were dispatched to valley, sources said, adding that three hundred personnel have also been sent from Jammu. The state government also moved in Army after 15 years in the city last month.

 On August 11, the United Nations has made it clear that India’s Rapid Action Force (RAF), deployed in Srinagar recently, cannot use the ‘UN’ tag on its helmets and shields as it was against the world body’s guidelines. The development comes after a US policy group—Policy and Communications for United Progressives (PCUP)—took up the matter with a United Nations representative following press reports that the RAF was “misusing” UN gear in Kashmir.

TROOPERS IN KASHMIR DEFY INTERNATIONAL LAW: AI

Aug 6: Indian security forces are not always complying with the international law and are even violating their own manual while dealing with the protesters in Kashmir, Amnesty International has said. ”Security forces should not use live ammunition except as a last resort to protect against a threat to life,” the Amnesty said.

“Some of the recent demonstrations have turned violent, but the security forces should still respect and protect the right to life at all times,” said Sam Zarifi, Amnesty International’s Asia-Pacific Director. Security forces should use firearms only where unavoidable to protect life, and to the minimum extent required, in compliance with their own manual and international law and standards, including the UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials, the statement read. “The number and circumstances of fatal shootings suggest that this has not always been the case,” Sam said.

Amnesty International said it recognizes the duty and responsibility of the authorities to protect the public, public property and officials from attack, and to investigate and prosecute those suspected of committing a recognizable criminal offence. The right to freedom of assembly protects only peaceful assembly.

Similarly, according to international law, Amnesty said, all incidents of police shootings should be investigated promptly, independently, impartially and thoroughly. Members of security forces suspected of violating human rights, irrespective of rank, should be prosecuted in proceedings that meet international standards of fairness. Survivors and families of victims should be provided with reparations. 

DELHI ADMITS 12 KILLINGS WERE UNPROVOKED

Aug 17: Union Home Minister Pallaniapan Chidambaram admitted that at least a dozen incidents of deaths, during Police action against Kashmiri protesters, were unprovoked and these deaths would be investigated shortly.

Interacting with a delegation of Kashmiri students, Chidambaram said, “our forces have been maintain possible restraint but I admit at least a dozen killings might have happened due to unprovoked firing. We shall carry out proper investigation into such incidents.”

A forty-member student delegation from Kashmir called on the home minister in his North Block chamber. The delegation was led by Vice Chancellor of Islamic University, Professor Sidiq Wahid. Sources said the meeting was organized by BJP MP Tarun Vijay who was beside Chidambaram while he spoke to the Kashmiri delegation. When contacted, Professor Wahid confirmed the meeting saying, ‘We tried to create an interface between youth and government of India.”

The home minister is learned to have shared with the visiting students his thoughts on possible solutions of Kashmir but has insisted that the solution must be found out within the ambit of Indian constitution. “Constitution of India is flexible enough to accommodate any solution that would bring peace and dignity to the people of Kashmir.”  

According to the participants Chidambaram has assured that the number of armed forces would be reduced in civilian areas if the protests and amount of violence comes down.  “I was behind the removal of ten thousand troops from Kashmir when the violence level dropped there. I promise I will ensure reduction of troops in civilian areas.”
NO FUEL SUPPLY TO VALLEY FOR FOUR DAYS
Aug 3: The Oil Tankers Association suspended the fuel supply to Kashmir Valley for indefinite period. Asserting that they will resume the supply only when sufficient security was provided to them en-route Jammu-Srinagar highway, the oil tanker operators put off all fresh freights for the valley for indefinite period. 

President J&K Petrol Oil Tankers Association, Annan Sharma while announcing this said that the association has decided not to go for loading till the government assured fool proof security to the drivers ferrying the supply to the valley. “Our drivers have refused to ply their vehicles on highway following fresh attacks at Awanti pura,” he added.

This is for the third time the association has suspended fuel supply to Valley in past few weeks and fourth time since Amarnath land row in 2008.

 “The government has completely failed in providing security to the drivers and cleaners of the tankers, who were supplying fuel in the valley,” Davinder Singh, General Secretary, All Jammu and Kashmir Oil Tanker Drivers and Cleaners Union said. Singh said the decision was taken in a meeting yesterday and it was finalized that the supply would remain disrupted unless the government takes steps to provide security to their colleagues.

“On August 22, at least six tankers were completely damaged by the protestors in Pampore and Awantipora area of Kashmir and the drivers were also harassed and mercilessly beaten,” alleged the Union leader.

However, he also threatened that if the government failed to provide security to them, the supply of kerosene, petrol and diesel would abruptly be affected in the entire state. The tankers association earlier on August 9, 2010 had called off their strike on the assurance of the government. 

On August 28, after four days of strike, the Oil Tankers Association resumed supply of petroleum products to parts of Kashmir valley under tight security arrangements.  

 
On the first day, nearly 70 tankers carrying petroleum products left for Kashmir valley, state president of Jammu and Kashmir Oil Tankers Owners Association (JKOTOA) Anan Sharma told media

 “The tankers will be provided security by the troopers from Qazigund and will join Army convey from Badamibagh for onward journey to various parts of the Valley”, Sharma said 
LOLAB FAKE ENCOUNTER FALLOUT

Aug 28: Mother of late Captain Sumit Kohli took her four-year battle for “justice” to Defence Minister AK Antony, demanding an independent probe, possibly by CBI, into her son’s death claiming that it was a murder by the fellow officers. Veena Kohli later told reporters that the Defence Minister had assured the family, based in Chandigarh that the young officer’s death would be re-investigated and he would get back to them on it soon.

However, Col Rahul Pandey, who was the then commanding officer of Capt. Kohli’s unit 16 Rashtriya Rifles, refuted the mother’s contention and maintained that it was a case of suicide. The family alleges that Sumit was murdered because he knew who were behind the killing of four porters in a fake encounter in Lolab in Kashmir in April 2004.

Veena Kohli submitted a representation to Antony urging him to order a probe, independent of Army control, to get to the bottom of the truth over the death of her son, who was a Shaurya Chakra winner.

“Yes, I will seek a CBI probe as I do not have trust in the Army’s investigation anymore, as they have tried to hide the truth and have tarnished my brave son’s image,” Veena told media.

Capt Kohli was found dead with gunshot wounds at his room in military residential facility on Lolab in April 2006 while he was serving in 16 Rashtriya Rifles in Jammu and Kashmir. It had been just two months since he had won the country’s third highest peacetime gallantry medal and his sudden death had shocked his family and enraged them, particularly because the Army had claimed that it was suicide due to family troubles.

Veena’s daughter Namrata, who accompanied her mother and the family advocate Major (retired) Guneet Chaudhary to meet Antony, said they had appealed to Antony to provide justice to the family. “We met the Defence Minister for about 15-20 minutes and sought an independent inquiry into my brother’s death and he has assured us of an independent probe,” Namrata said.

Demanding access to original documents related to her son’s death, Veena said, “it should be found out how he died. I had earlier thought that whatever Army was saying was correct, but I want his post-mortem report so that I can be fully satisfied. I can’t believe he had committed suicide.”

Col Pandey, responding to her charges, said the death was a suicide and that there were Army procedures under which civilian doctors conducted post-mortem and submitted report to the higher-ups in the Army.

“After the documents reach the higher-ups in the Army hierarchy, it does not return to the unit. I never knew she had any suspicion over the officer’s death. If she had called me or written to me earlier, I could have got the documents for her,” he said.

Alleging that some Army personnel were behind her son’s death, Kohli said, “I will not blame the whole Army for this, but there are some people who got him out of their way as he knew everything happening inside. This incident happened on the last day of his posting in Lolab valley in Kashmir.” 

IN BRIEF

· ZEO REFUSES MAGISTERIAL DUTY

2 COPS QUIT JOB
Aug 3: District Magistrate, Kupwara Showkat Ahmad Mir placed Zonal Education Officer, Trehgam Muhammad Munawar Shah under suspension for refusing to perform magisterial duties to quell the prevailing unrest, an official spokesman said. According to the official handout, the suspended official had refused to perform magisterial duties assigned to him by the District Magistrate. He has been attached with Additional Deputy Commissioner, Kupwara

2 COPS RESIGN 

In a related development, two police personnel namely Meraj-ud-Din Lone son of Muhammad Maqbool Lone (Constable) and Bilal Ahmed Rather (Constable) son of Muhammad Akbar Rather residents to Naidkhai area of district Bandipora resigned from their services on August 2. Constable Bilal told media that he took the step "as his conscience did not allow him to carry out the orders which were putting his fellow citizens at risk."

On Aug 4 a police spokesman in a statement clarified a report about resignation of Bilal Ahmed Rather. The statement said: “It has been verified that SPO Bilal Ahmed Rather 345/SPO s/o Muhammad Akbar Rather r/o Naid Khai, Sumbal was engaged on September 1, 2004. He was posted at Treasury Guard, Sumbal and later on DPL Bandipora. The SPO was disengaged on June 16, 2010 for being unauthorized absent from duty since June 6, 2010 well before the recent law and order situations.”

· PEON SHOT DEAD IN SOPORE

Aug 15: In North Kashmir’s Baramulla district unknown gunmen abducted Abdur Rehman Dar, 30, son of Abdur Subhan Dar of Dangerpora, Sopore from Brath village, some 2 kms away from his house last evening. They fired on him from point blank range, causing his death. The deceased was peon in Boys Higher secondary school, Baramulla. Police have registered a case and launched investigations.

· UNKNOWN GUNMEN KILL 2

Aug 18: Police said that unidentified gunmen killed two persons in south Kashmir. “The gunmen fired upon Nanak Chand son of Lal Singh and Javed Ahmad, son of Ghulam Ahmad both residents of Sukha-Chasana at Kousarnag bordering Kulgam-Reasi districts. The duo had gone to the forest area to graze their cattle,” a police officer said.  He said that a manhunt had been launched to nab the assailants.

· GUNMEN KILL 3 CIVILIANS: POLICE

Aug 23: Unidentified gunmen which the police claimed to be militants gunned down three persons, including mother-daughter duo, in two separate incidents in south Kashmir. A police spokesman said the gunmen barged into the house of Muhammad Hussain Gorsi at Damhal Hanjipora in Kulgam district last night and shot dead his wife Shakeela, 40, and his daughter Zarina, 19. The gunmen managed to escape after the attack.

He said in yet another incident the gunmen barged into the house of Ghulam Nabi Wani at Chakoora Pulwama and shot dead his son-in law Ghulam Muhammad Bhat, an employee of the Social Welfare department.

However, locals refuted police claim about militants carrying out these killings. “No militancy related incident has been reported in D H Pora during past many years. All of us know that no militant has been active in our area for a long time,” a local wishing anonymity told media.

Residents of Chakura shared similar views. “Police claim about militants killing Bhat seems to be untrue. We haven’t seen any militant in the area for a long time. Their appearing suddenly and shooting a civilian has surprised us. If government is sincere then it should order a probe to ascertain who is behind these killings,” a resident of Chakura Pulwama said.

· ARMY VIOLATED SOP BY RAIDING SMHS HOSPITAL: POLICE

Aug 24: Police said the army violated the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) by raiding the SMHS hospital without informing the police. “Army cannot conduct raids or operations at any place without informing us. It is the violation of the SOP. And, also Srinagar doesn’t fall under Army’s jurisdiction,” a senior police officer, told media.

“The army unit (4 para) had raided the hospital to look for a injured militant. In fact, police had no information about the raid,” he said.

Police took a strong note of the SOP violation and registered the case FIR No. 33/2010 under sections 147, 447, A, 323 and 453 against the army unit at police station Karan Nagar. The army unit had raided the hospital and launched a search operation to look for a militant whom it claimed was injured in the gunfight in north Kashmir’s Sopore town.

“They had created ruckus in the hospital. There were also complaints that they (troopers) damaged hospital property and misbehaved with the patients and the doctors,” the official said.

Police said the injured militant is in its custody. His identity has not been established. The injured militant is said to have got injured during the attack on the MLA Sopore, Muhammad Ashraf Ganai’s residence last week

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

· ARMY TO REMAIN IN KASHMIR TILL PROBLEM IS THERE: GEN SINGH

Aug 12: Chief of army staff General VK Singh said the army would remain in Kashmir valley till the crisis persisted there. “The army will remain in Kashmir till the problem is there. The Army, which is needed for security of the border, is already there. It is neither more nor less,” he told reporters on the sidelines of a function at Army Service Corps Centre.

He was responding to a question whether the army should be pulled out of Kashmir. On whether the army’s presence is required in Kashmir, he declined to comment on the issue. “The issue is already being discussed in Parliament at length. I would not like to comment on it,” he said.

· JK MILITANCY ON DECLINE

Aug 25: The Government of India (GoI) said the number of local militants in Jammu and Kashmir has come down in the last three years. A total of 892 militants were also arrested during the same period, Minister of State for Home Affairs Ajay Maken told Rajya Sabha in a written reply.

"As per reports, the militants strength for the years 2007, 2008 and 2009 was estimated to be around 1200, 900-1000 and 550-700 respectively," he said. The number of militants arrested during the last three years are 400 (2007), 305 (2008) and 187 (2009), he said.

THROAT SLIT BODY OF DISAPPEARED BOY RECOVERED 
On August 10, Syed Faraq Bukhari’s throat slit body was recovered after thirteen days of his disappearance. As soon the news of his death spread in Kreeri, Pattan in Baramulla district the already enraged people in large number held massive protests. Faraq was a student of Mass Communication. 
 “Syed Faraq Bukhari was slaughtered from neck and one side of his face was mutilated with both the wrists broken,” said one of his relatives who had seen the body. Some of the persons who located the body told media that it lied in the mud and the head was only visible from under the thorny bushes. As the news about the recovery of Faraq’s body spread in the area thousands of people assembled at the spot and carried it in a procession. The protesters placed the body on Baramulla-Srinagar highway and held demonstrations shouting anti-India and pro-freedom slogans. The protesters were demanding action against the people involved in Faraq’s death. Police and Rapid Action Force (RAF) personnel were rushed to the spot. They resorted to heavy tear gas shelling and aerial firing to disperse the protesters. According to eye witnesses, at least six persons were injured in the incident. 


Faraq went missing on July 28 and for 13 consecutive day residents of Kreeri, his native place, had protests against his disappearance with full intensity. The family of Syed Faraq Bukhari alleged that police was involved in his disappearance as he was detained during clashes at Choora.  Sareer Ahmed, his uncle quoting eyewitness told media that after being beaten to pulp by police on July 28 they bundled him (Faraq) in the Rakshak vehicle.

 “One of our relative who accompanied him told us that he jumped out of the truck in which they were moving but Faraq couldn’t jump. On descending the cops surrounded him and whisked him away in Rakshak vehicle,” he said.

 Sareer said they have searched for him in every police station, approached every official to get his whereabouts but of no help. “We approached everybody including DIG, SSP Baramulla, SP Sopore, DSP Pattan to trace his whereabouts, but they give only assurances,” he said, adding, “We have even provided the police IMEI number of his cell phone to help them in searching, but they are covering up the case.”
The residents threatened to go for an indefinite hunger strike if the government fails to trace the missing youth.  “It was our peaceful protest today. If government remains unmoved from tomorrow we will go for hunger strike on Baramulla-Srinagar Highway till the missing youth is not traced,” protesters said. 

POLICE VERSION

Deputy Inspector General Police- North Kashmir, Muneer Ahmad Khan said that FIR for murder case has been lodged.  “FIR for disappearance was already lodged when the youth went missing. However, his body was found and the FIR would be changed to that of abduction and murder,” the DIG said. He added investigation would soon be launched to nab the culprits.

SUICIDES/ FRATRACIDIAL KILLINGS

· CRPF JAWAN SHOOTS SELF IN KISHTWAR

Aug 28: A Sepoy of 174 Battalion Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle at CRPF Camp Kuleed Kishtwar while he was on duty late last night.

According to reports, Sepoy Jatinder Kumar, 28, son of Santosh Raj (Official number 015163257), resident of village Baknoor Taragard Tehsil Pathankot, district Gurdaspur, Punjab shoot himself with his service rifle inside the Bunker at CRPF Camp Kuleed Kishtwar at 11.45 PM on the night of August 28. After hearing the gun shots, the CRPF Jawans posted there rushed to spot and found the body of Jatinder Kumar lying in pool of blood and subsequently bring the matter into the notice of higher Officers who informed the police about the incident. Two bullets were found inside the body of the deceased Jawan. 


KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF AUGUST -2010

	DATE
	SOLDIERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	Aug 01
	-
	-
	5
	1(dead body)

	Aug 02
	-
	-
	8
	-

	Aug 03
	-
	-
	5
	-

	Aug 04
	-
	-
	2
	-

	Aug 05
	-
	-
	2
	-

	Aug 06
	2
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 07
	-
	-
	2
	-

	Aug 08
	1
	-
	1
	-

	Aug 09
	-
	-
	-
	1(dead body)

	Aug 10
	3
	-
	1
	-

	Aug 11
	-
	1
	1
	-

	Aug 12
	-
	4
	1
	-

	Aug 13
	1
	1
	4
	-

	Aug 14
	-
	-
	3
	-

	Aug 15
	1
	2
	1
	-

	Aug 16
	1
	1
	-
	-

	Aug 17
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Aug 18
	-
	-
	2
	-

	Aug 19
	1
	-
	1
	-

	Aug 20
	-
	-
	2
	-

	Aug 21
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 22
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 23
	-
	-
	4
	-

	Aug 24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 25
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Aug 26
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 27
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 28
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 29
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 30
	-
	9
	1
	-

	Aug 31
	1
	-
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	12
	18
	48
	2

	                                                                                       IN TOTAL
	80 Killings


CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS

Aug 1: Two youth were killed in the Saffron town Pampore when police and paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire at the protesters, while a teenage girl, was shot dead by the force personnel in nearby Khrew area. The deceased have been identified as Nayeem Ahmed Shah, 20, son of Bashir Ahmad Shah, Rayees Ahmad, 18 of Pampore and Afroza Teli, 15 of Khrew. Two youth were killed and dozens injured in a powerful blast at the camp of Special Operations Group of Police at Khrew after angry youth set it on fire after the killing of young boys and a teenage girl by police and CRPF earlier in the day. The deceased have been identified as Javaid Ahmad Sheikh, 18, of Wuyan, Muhammad Amin Lone, 22, son of Ghulam Ahmad Lone, of Shalnag, Khrew. Meanwhile, locals of Uri recovered an unidentified body from a field last night. The body seemed to be of a teenager. It was draped in a mat. It seems due to incessant rains, the body had surfaced. SDPO Uri M A Mir said that a foreign militant Numan killed in Hygam gunfight was buried in the graveyard a few days ago. He was buried in the presence of local Auqaf head. 

Aug 2: Two persons were killed in Sangam area when police and CRPF troops fired on protesters who were trying to stage a demonstration against the ongoing killing spree. The deceased have been identified as Basharat Ahmad Reshi, 14, son of Muhammad Ismail Reshi of Wachi and Irshaad Ahmad (17) son of Muhammad Abdullah of Reshipora Sangam. In Kulgam, a class ninth student Ashiq Husain Bhat son of Ghulam Hassan Bhat of Kulgam was killed when CRPF troops opened fire on peaceful protesters at Chawalgam village another youth identified as Rameez Ahmad, 16, son of late Abdul Rasheed Bhat of Kulgam received bullet on the left side of the chest on the heart and died on the spot. In Kakapora area of Pulwama district a 22-year old Imam (cleric) and Hafiz Muhammad Yaqoob Bhat son of Abdul Rehman Bhat of Zadoora was killed when police and CRPF troops opened fire on peaceful protesters who were on way to Khrew to express solidarity with the family members of victims killed in a blast on 1st Aug. in Bijbehara township of Islamabad district Tariq Ahmad (17) son of Farooq Ahmad Dar of Semthan Bijbehara succumbed at SKIMS Soura. He was injured in firing at Bijbehara yesterday. A youth was killed when paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire on protesters at Kralpora in frontier district of Kupwara. The deceased has been identified as Khursheed Ahmad War, 27 son of Maqbool War of Shumnag. Paramilitary CRPF troopers and policemen beat up a 7-year old boy to death in uptown Batmaloo area. As per the witnesses Police and CRPF men caught hold of Sameer Ahmad Rah son of Fayaz Ahmad Rah at Batmaloo and beat him to pulp without any provocation. They beat him till he died. Meanwhile, nearly 200 people were injured in police action throughout the valley.

Aug 3: Paramilitary CRPF troopers and policemen killed three youth in Srinagar. The deceased have been identified as Meraj-ud-Din Lone, 23 son of Muhammad Ayub Lone of Barthana, Qamarwari, Anis Ahmad Ganai, 17, son of Khursheed Ahmad Ganai of Dangerpora, Narwara and Suhail Ahmad Dar, 15, of Zainakote HMT. Meanwhile, a youth fell to the bullets in south Kashmir’s Kulgam district. The deceased has been identified as Jahangir Ahmad son of Muhammad Yousuf Bhat, of Chenigam Yaripora and a youth injured in clashes at Khrew, 2-days ago, succumbed to injuries at SK Institute of Medical Sciences. The deceased has been identified as Reyaz Ahmed Bhat, 25 of Khrew. Meanwhile more than 150 people were injured in police action throughout the valley.
Aug 4: A patrolling party of CRPF opened fire on a group of youth near Nund Reshi colony Bemina killing a youth Muhammad Yaqoob Bhat son of Sheikh Muhammad Yusuf Bhat. Muhammad Iqbal Khan, 22, son of Abdul Majid Khan of Lone Mohalla, Chanapora who had sustained bullet injuries in police and CRPF action last July 30) breathed his last at SKIMS Soura. Paramilitary CRPF troopers shot at and injured a man, Ghulam Ahmed, at Ganpatyar Habba Kadal. Paramilitary CRPF troopers shot at and injured a civilian, Ishfaq Ahmed Gundroo, 20, in north Kashmir’s Sopore. Muhammad Iqbal Khan, 22, son of Abdul Majid Khan of Lone Mohalla, Chanapora who had sustained bullet injuries in police and CRPF action last July 30) breathed his last at SKIMS Soura. Meanwhile, at least 65 people were injured in police action in the valley.

Aug 5: One person was killed and 30 others injured 6 of them critically, when police and paramilitary CRPF men resorted to indiscriminate firing on a peaceful sit-in protest at Wagoora on the outskirts of Pulwama town. The deceased youth has been identified as Shabir Ahmad Malik S/o Abdul Aziz Malik, aged 30, of Lonepora, Newa. The man injured at Ganpatyar Habba Kadal in CRPF firing last night succumbed to injuries this morning. The deceased has been identified as 48-year-old Ghulam Nabi Badyari of Ganpatyar Habba Kadal.

Aug 6: Ramiz Ahmed of Warpora Sopore was critically injured when police fired upon a peaceful demonstration after Friday prayers. He received a bullet injury in his head and was rushed to SKIMS, Soura where his condition is critical. A trooper Muslim Khan of 47 Rashtriya Rifles was killed and army captain Prakash was wounded when militants attacked an army patrol near Zaloora Sopore in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district. Meanwhile, a constable follower of SOG identified as Rukhsar Mirza no.54/F was killed in an ongoing encounter at Mendhar in Jammu’s Poonch district.
Aug 7: A 55 year old lady Aisha Shiekh of Ganpatyar Habbakadal, who was critically injured in police action in the area on Aug 5, succumbed to injuries in SKIMS Soura. She was hit by two stones hurled by police and CRPF men during protests in the area on Aug 5 against killing of Ghulam Nabi Badyari. Meanwhile, a youth Rameez Ahmad son of Ghulam Nabi Reshi of Sopore, who was critically injured in CRPF and police at Warpora Sopore yesterday, succumbed to injuries at SKIMS Soura. Rameez was hit by a bullet in head and was operated by team of doctors in SKIMS. 

Aug 8: A youth, injured in police firing in Shalteng on August 3, succumbed to his injuries at the SK Institute of Medical Sciences Soura. The deceased has been identified as 17 year old Fida Nabi Lone son of Ghulam Nabi of Usmanabad HMT. Meanwhile, a policeman was killed during a gunfight at Chiti Bhatti area of Mendhar in Poonch district. The slain policeman has been identified as Rukhsar Ahmed Mirza.
Aug 9: Body of Muhammad Ashraf Lone son of Ghulam Rasool Lone of Alachizab, Kupwara was recovered by police from Sogam area of Lolab. He had gone missing yesterday when he went to Kupwara town to sell the fruits and did not return.
Aug 10: Three policemen were killed when suspected militants carried out simultaneous attacks on three spots killing three policemen on one spot in the apple town of Sopore in north Kashmir. Meanwhile, the body of Syed Faraq Bukhari, who went missing on July 28, was recovered from Bangdooru, Chooru. Faraq was slaughtered from neck and one side of his face was mutilated with both the wrists broken.

Aug 11: One woman was killed and 14 persons injured when army troopers allegedly fired on a passenger bus at a Forest post in Bego Nara near Thanamandi town. A woman grazing cattle in the nearby field was also hit by a bullet. However, police said the bus was trapped in cross-firing between militants and troops. The deceased has been identified as Kiran Bala wife of Sat Paul of Garali Rajouri. Meanwhile, a militant was killed in a gun-battle with troops in Kishtwar district. Defence spokesman identified the militant as Shabir Bhatt alias Abu Samra, son of Ghulam Ali Bhatt, of Saranwa. In another incident, at least 10 persons were injured, three of them grievously, when paramilitary troops and police resorted to indiscriminate firing on a peaceful procession near Pampore. The condition of three injured, who sustained bullet injuries above the waist, was stated to be critical. The injured were admitted in Sub-district hospital Pampore. One of them was shifted to SMHS Hospital in a critical condition. Doctors identified him as Tariq Ahmad Bhat son of Ghulam Mohi-ud-din Bhat of Kaunibal Pampore. Doctors said he had a firearm injury at right side of his neck. Meanwhile, around 23 people were injured, one of them sustaining a rubber bullet injury at Kreeri when, a protest march from Palhalan intending to participate in the funeral procession of Syed Farak Bukhari of Kreeri was stopped by police.

Aug 12: Army claimed to have killed three unidentified militants in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district. Meanwhile, Army claimed to have foiled an infiltration bid killing a militant in an encounter along the Line of Control (LoC) in Rajouri district. In another incident, the death toll in yesterday’s attack near Thannamandi in Rajouri district rise to two with the death on an elderly man late evening. The deceased has been identified as Ghulam Nabi, 55, son of Ali Akbar of Manyal Gali.

Aug 13: A 16 year old boy identified as Mudasir Ahmad Zargar son of Ghulam Hassan Zargar was killed in Kupwara. The police and CRPF men shot dead a 60-year-old Ali Mohammad Khanday of Khanday Mohalla Pattan. In Sopore, the paramilitary troopers without any provocation fired on the protesters, causing on spot death of two youth Arif Mir (19) son of Maqsood Mir and Sameer Lone (18) son of Maqbool lone of Lagropora, Sopore. Meanwhile, around 150 people were injured in police and CRPF firing across north Kashmir.  The injured were identified as Shakir Ahmed Ganai and Rameez Ahmed Lone of Sopore. Jana Begum, 60 wife of Muhammad Sidiq Malik of Trehgam. Haji Muhammad Sikandar and Bashir Ahmad Lone of Trehgam.  Nazir Ahmed Nazroo and Javaid Ahmed of Pattan. Irshad Ahmed Wani and Showkat Ahmed Malla of Palhallan, Pattan were shot in abdomen. Doctors at SKIMS identified the three injured (with firearm injuries) as Muhammad Younis, 22, of Khanyar; Waseem Ahmad, 21, of Basant Bagh, and Suhail Ahmad, 20, of Habak. Toufeeq Ahmad Lone, 16, of Nowpora, Arif Ahmad and Ubaid Ahmad of Nowhatta. Meanwhile, Army claimed to have killed a militant in Jammu’s Rajouri district, while a trooper injured in a gunfight with militants yesterday in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district succumbed today. The deceased trooper has been identified as Pankaj Kumar belt no. 13622491-y NK. 

Aug 14: One person was killed and four others injured one of them critically, when paramilitary troops resorted to indiscriminate firing on protesters in the South Kashmir town of Islamabad. The deceased has been identified as Irshad Ahmad Latoo s/o Late Abdul Gaffar Latoo, 35, a government employee of S.K.Colony. He had bullet injury in his chest. Among the other four injured the condition of one injured person, Rajoo S/o Muhammad Altaf Ahangar, aged 17, was stated to be critical and was referred to Srinagar immediately. The other three injured, all in their teens, identified as Arif, Amir and Abid all residents of Sarnal were also later referred to Srinagar. Meanwhile, a teenager was killed and several others injured when paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire on a group of people who came out to offer prayers at Narbal Bazar in city outskirts. The deceased has been identified as Umar Ahmad Dar, 16, son of Abdul Ahad Dar of Narbal. Doctors said he had bullets in chest and abdomen. In another incident, 48-year-old Abdul Gaffar Khan Son of Muhammad Sultan Khan resident of Shunglipora Khag was killed when an unexploded shell went off at Tosa Maidan area of Khag in District Budgam. In another incident, a youth identified as Firdous Ahmad Khan S/O Ghulam Ahmad Khan was injured after paramilitary CRPF shot him in head in North Kashmir’s Singhpora Pattan. He was refereed to Srinagar's SKIMS hospital in critical condition.

Aug 15: Two Lashkar-e-Toiba militants and a trooper were killed in a gunfight in Rajouri. The slain militants have been identified as Sajad Kashmiri and Abu Qamran while as, the deceased trooper has been identified as Kishore Kumar Singha of 38 Rashtriya Rifles. Meanwhile, in North Kashmir’s Baramulla district unknown gunmen abducted Abdur Rehman Dar, 30, son of Abdur Subhan Dar of Dangerpora, Sopore from Brath village, some 2 kms away from his house last night. His bullet riddled body was recovered from Dangerpora today. In another incident, At least 23 persons were wounded three of them critically when police and troopers resorted to indiscriminate firing to disperse the procession, which was moving towards Ahad Jan’s house at Ajas, at main Bandipora Chowk. In Nowshera, paramilitary CRPF troopers canned protesters and fired teargas shells to disperse them injuring several of them. One of the protesters was critically injured after troopers severely thrashed him. The troopers beat up 14-year-old Wahid Nazir ruthlessly and trampled him by jackboots. He was shifted to SKIMS, Soura. Wahid had sustained severe head injuries and his condition is critical.

Aug 16: A militant and a trooper were killed in an encounter in Shara Wali forest belt in Rajouri district. The slain militant has been identified as Zargar. In another incident, a woman, Syeda Begum, was hit in head by a shell when police fired scores of tear gas shells to disperse protestors who were demonstrating against arrest of three persons including the victim’s husband at Shalimar in the city outskirts. Meanwhile, about 20 persons sustained injuries in police and CRPF action and the condition of five was stated to be critical. The critically injured persons were identified as Naveed Nazir Sofi, Sajad Ahmad Naikoo, Sajad Ahmad Bhat, Abid Lone and Javaid Ahmad Yeetoo.

Aug 17: Muhammad Abbas Dhobi, 30, son of Muhammad Abdullah Dhobi of Mattan succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS. He was beaten up by police and CRPF during a protest demonstration on Aug 13. He had spinal cord injuries and his limbs were paralyzed.

Aug 18: Police said that unidentified gunmen killed two persons in south Kashmir. The deceased have been identified as Nanak Chand son of Lal Singh and Javed Ahmad son of Ghulam Ahmad both residents of Sukha-Chasana at Kousarnag bordering Kulgam-Reasi districts. The duo had gone to the forest area to graze their cattle. Meanwhile, four persons received bullet injuries while 125 persons were injured in fresh clashes when police opened fire at two places while resorted to aerial firing, tear gassing and lathi-charge in over a dozen places.

Aug 19: An eight-year-old boy, who was shot by CRPF in Laizbal area of South Kashmir’s Islamabad town on Aug 14, succumbed to his injuries. The boy, namely Milad Ahmad Dar son of Muhammad Amin Dar of Wanpora, Khudwani in Kulgam district was injured when he was hit by a bullet fired by paramilitary forces. Meanwhile, a policeman was killed and two others wounded when suspected militants fired upon the house of National Conference MLA in Sopore area of north Kashmir’s Baramulla district. In another incident, Four members of a family were injured, three of them with bullets, in firing by police and CRPF in Aanchar, Soura. The injured have been identified as Sumaira, her father Habibullah Tiplo and Aunt Fatima. Sumaira was shot in the chest, Habibullah has received bullet injuries in his both shoulders, and Fatima was shot in the thigh. 

Aug 20: A youth was shot dead while eight others injured three of them with bullets, when police and paramilitary forces resorted to indiscriminate firing on protesters in Bijbehara town of South Kashmir’s Islamabad district. The deceased has been identified as Nazir Ahmed Wani son of Abdul Rehman Wani, aged 27, of Persha Mohallah. Meanwhile, Mudasir Nazir Hajam, 19, son of Nazir Ahmad who was injured when paramilitary CRPF troopers fired pellets on protesters in Sopore town Thursday night (Aug 19) succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS, Soura. At least 30 people, three with rubber bullets, were injured in the clashes between the protesters and the forces in Shopian town. Meanwhile, a photojournalist Tauseef Mustafa, who works with Agence France Presse (AFP), was injured while covering a protest demonstration in downtown Gojwara when he was hit by a tear smoke canister fired by a joint party of police and CRPF in his left leg.

Aug 21:  Around 25 people were injured in police action in different parts of the city.

Aug 22: Four persons were injured in the police action while eight sustained pellet injuries in the city. Those with pellet injuries were identified as Tanveer Ahmad Najar, Bashir Ahmad Bhat, Javaid Ahmad Sofi, Mukhtar Mir, Muhammad Maqbool Ganai, Zahoor Ahmad, Mukhtar Ahmad and Meraj-ud-din—all residents of Chattabal. At least 12 people were injured in Bijbehara Township of Islamabad district as police and paramilitary personnel used force to disperse the peaceful procession. 

Aug 23: A youth Bilal Ahmad Sheikh, 22, son of Abdul Rahim Sheikh of Kripalgarh, Pattan, in north Kashmir who was injured in the CRPF firing at Singhpora, Pattan on Aug 14 succumbed to his injuries at SK Institute of Medical Sciences, Srinagar. Around 65 people were injured in police action throughout the valley. Meanwhile, unidentified gunmen barged into the house of Mohammad Hussain Gorsi in Damhal Hanjipora in Kulgam district and shot dead his wife identified as Shakeela, 40 and his daughter identified as Zarina 19.In another incident the gunmen barged into the house of Ghulam Nabi Wani at Chakoora Pulwama and shot dead his son-in law Ghulam Muhammad Bhat, an employee of the Social Welfare department.

Aug 24: At Singhpora and Kripalgarh in Pattan, nearly six persons were injured when police and paramilitary CRPF lobbed tear smoke shells and fired warning shots to disperse people protesting the killing of Bilal Ahmad Sheikh of Kripalgarh yesterday.

Aug 25: 17-year-old Umar Qayoom Bhat son of Abdul Qayoom Bhat of Malik Sahib Soura, who was allegedly, tortured by paramilitary troopers on Aug 20, succumbed to injuries at SKIMS, Soura.

Aug 26: At least 50 people were injured in CRPF and police action at several places in the Kashmir valley. One of them Dar Khalid, 20, who had received multiple pellet injuries in abdomen and chest, was operated upon.

Aug 27: A Sepoy of 174 Battalion Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle at CRPF Camp Kuleed Kishtwar while he was on duty. The deceased has been identified as Sepoy Jatinder Kumar, 28, son of Santosh Raj (Official number 015163257), resident of village Baknoor Taragard Tehsil Pathankot, district Gurdaspur, Punjab. Police has initiated inquest proceedings under section 174 CrPc and started investigations. Meanwhile, at least 62 persons including an Indian photo journalist were injured in clashes between protestors and men in uniform across the valley.

Aug 28: Around 15 people were injured in police action in different parts of the valley.
Aug 29: Around 30 people were injured in police action in different parts of the valley.

Aug 30:  Irshad Ahmad Parray, 11, son of Muhammad Ashraf Parray of Old Iddgah, Islamabad was hit by scores of pellets fired from shotguns by police at Cheeni Chowk. He was rushed to district hospital Islamabad where from he was referred to SMHS hospital, Srinagar, where doctors declared him dead on arrival. Meanwhile around 35 people were injured in police action in different parts of the valley. In another incident, Army claimed to have foiled an infiltration bid by killing nine militants in Uri sector of north Kashmir’s Varmul district.

Aug 31: A Junior Commissioned Officer (JCO) was killed and three troopers injured in an ongoing encounter in Bandipora district.  The deceased JCO has been identified as Mahinder Singh.


WOMEN /CHILDREN KILLED


Aug 1: Afroza Teli, 15 was killed in Khrew when police and paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire at the protesters Khrew area.


Aug 2: Basharat Ahmad Reshi, 14, son of Muhammad Ismail Reshi of Wachi and Irshaad Ahmad (17) son of Muhammad Abdullah of Reshipora Sangam   were killed in Sangam area when police and CRPF troops fired on protesters who were trying to stage a demonstration against the ongoing killing spree.


 In Kulgam, a class ninth student Ashiq Husain Bhat son of Ghulam Hassan Bhat of Kulgam was killed when CRPF troops opened fire on peaceful protesters at Chawalgam village another youth identified as Rameez Ahmad, 16, son of late Abdul Rasheed Bhat of Kulgam received bullet on the left side of the chest on the heart and died on the spot. 


In Bijbehara township of Islamabad district Tariq Ahmad (17) son of Farooq Ahmad Dar of Semthan Bijbehara succumbed at SKIMS Soura. He was injured in firing at Bijbehara yesterday. 


Paramilitary CRPF troopers and policemen beat up a 7-year old boy to death in uptown Batmaloo area. As per the witnesses Police and CRPF men caught hold of Sameer Ahmad Rah son of Fayaz Ahmad Rah at Batmaloo and beat him to pulp without any provocation. They beat him till he died. Meanwhile, nearly 200 people were injured in police action throughout the valley.


Aug 3: Anis Ahmad Ganai, 17, son of Khursheed Ahmad Ganai of Dangerpora, Narwara and Suhail Ahmad Dar, 15, of Zainakote HMT were killed in police firing in Srinagar. 


Aug 11: One woman was killed and 14 persons injured when army troopers allegedly fired on a passenger bus at a Forest post in Bego Nara near Thanamandi town. A woman grazing cattle in the nearby field was also hit by a bullet. However, police said the bus was trapped in cross-firing between militants and troops. The deceased has been identified as Kiran Bala wife of Sat Paul of Garali Rajouri. 


Aug 13: A 16 year old boy identified as Mudasir Ahmad Zargar son of Ghulam Hassan Zargar was killed in Kupwara.


Aug 14: A teenager was killed and several others injured when paramilitary CRPF troopers opened fire on a group of people who came out to offer prayers at Narbal Bazar in city outskirts. The deceased has been identified as Umar Ahmad Dar, 16, son of Abdul Ahad Dar of Narbal. Doctors said he had bullets in chest and abdomen.


Aug 19:  An eight-year-old boy, who was shot by CRPF in Laizbal area of South Kashmir’s Islamabad town on Aug 14, succumbed to his injuries. The boy, namely Milad Ahmad Dar son of Muhammad Amin Dar of Wanpora, Khudwani in Kulgam district was injured when he was hit by a bullet fired by paramilitary forces.


Aug 23: Unidentified gunmen barged into the house of Mohammad Hussain Gorsi in Damhal Hanjipora in Kulgam district and shot dead his wife identified as Shakeela, 40 and his daughter identified as Zarina 19. 


Aug 25: 17-year-old Umar Qayoom Bhat son of Abdul Qayoom Bhat of Malik Sahib Soura, who was allegedly, tortured by paramilitary troopers on Aug 20, succumbed to injuries at SKIMS, Soura.


Aug 30: A nine-year old boy was killed and several others injured in police action in South Kashmir’s Islamabad town. Irshad Ahmad Parray, 9, son of Muhammad Ashraf Parray of Old Iddgah was hit by scores of pellets fired from shotguns by police at Cheeni Chowk. He was rushed to district hospital Islamabad where from he was referred to SMHS hospital, Srinagar, where doctors declared him dead on arrival.
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