Editorial: 

TROIKA VISITS KASHMIR
This month European Troika headed by Ambassador of Czech Republic Hynek Kmonicek visited the state. Every year European Troika visits the state to monitor the situation. Last year their scheduled visit was not possible because of the June uprising followed by the assembly elections. Though the French heading the European Union had sought permission from the MHA but they were discouraged. Since their visit from 1997 the CCS office bearers have been meeting them. JKCCS has remained on their itinerary but this year it was unusual in the sense that they called on the office of the JKCCS. They were adamant to have a meeting at our office, probably to send a message to the state after passing the European Parliament’s resolution in which they had expressed concern about the safety of the activists of JKCCS. The political activists and the civil society including human rights organizations have been apprising the diplomats besides Troika about the ground situation. Since the conflict started, the diplomats from different countries started visiting the state for accessing the ground situation. During these interactions we have observed strange things and responses. With an exception of British, French, German diplomats who have in depth study of the Kashmir conflict, the rest from the smaller countries of European Union have superficial knowledge about the historicity of the conflict and cultural differences. It makes us inconvenient sometimes uncomfortable while interacting with them to emphasize on very preliminary issues. At different occasions meetings with these diplomats of non entities, enjoying the state patronage has disappointed the activists and perceived their visit as a sight seeing trip. A group of lawyers intended to meet a delegation of fourteen diplomats from African and Asian countries who visited Srinagar a few years ago. The lawyers were lathi charged one day earlier causing severe injury to a senior advocate’s nose.  The injured was produced before the diplomats with his bandaged nose in order to impress upon them the state’s high handedness on the legal fraternity who had taken out a procession defying 144 against human rights violations. A tall and fat Bulgarian diplomat shocked the lawyer’s delegation by stating “why he has broken the law”. Kashmiri obsession with the diplomatic community to oblige them and inform about the excesses and about their right to self determination is still intact. In the year 1991, during the month of August Gerald Kaufman, MP and shadow foreign minister of UK visited Srinagar. All roads led to Nehru Guest house where he was staying. Since every body including pro-Indian politicians had joined the band wagon of Azadi; a   stampede was caused outside the guest house. More and more people wanted to share their political aspirations with the British parliamentarian as if he had to solve the issue then and there. Nobody bothered to know what happened later. Gradually the wisdom is evolving to a section of civil society that states are to promote the national interests and as it is said diplomats are meant to lay for their country. The editor while interacting with a European diplomat in European Commission at Brussels had to become wiser when the editor emphasized about the moral stand of the European Union on conducting trades with the countries that indulge in Human Right excesses. The answer was prompt” You want to starve us then we have not to trade with any country.”

However, the diplomats visit to the state of J&K may help them in accessing the situation at ground and reading the minds of the people and accordingly shaping their policies relating to Kashmir. Rest they never open their minds as rightly said that diplomats approach every issue with open mouth. 
 
It is very difficult to say who is benefited by these frequent visits of the diplomats in the state of J&K. Of course they are concerned about the Kashmir imbroglio, it is therefore they have been persuading the politicians for non violent conflict resolution of Kashmir .They were seriously concerned after 1998 about the nuclear conflict between India and Pakistan and in the present decade particularly after 9/11 they are concerned about the Talibanization of Kashmir and taking over of Kashmir by the Jehadis. They have been putting pressures time to time on the moderate “Separatists” and have endeavored to isolate the hard liners who are adamant on nothing less than RSD the American diplomats and the European Union diplomats pushed the four point formula of President Parvez Musharraf of Pakistan who has a legitimacy crisis, opening of Muzaffarabad Road and track two initiatives. To some extent they deepened the wedge between the separatists. They could not pressurize the Indian state which is intransigent and determined to resolve Kashmir issue on its own terms. Their calculations got back fired after June uprising .These diplomats were convinced of the normalcy and the status quo ante before the June uprising .It was shocking for them by observing in private that things are back to square one. One becomes skeptical about these meetings as to how far they are in the interest of Kashmiri nation. These meetings may have added the information of the diplomats but we have reasons to be worried that it is more helping the Indian state in the sense that the leadership we have lacks statesmanship, mission, vision and goal .The leadership has failed to deliver and by interacting with these lilliputs “what impression they have gathered one can understand” .It only helps the Indian state to convince them do they deserve what they want. Inter-se they have so much contradiction. They have failed to convince the representatives of the important nations that how their interests would be protected or enhanced by resolving the Kashmir dispute and dispelling their fears that independence will end up in a mess and threat to their interests. The leadership has succeeded more than the Indian state in frightening them.

 Though the meeting of the diplomats is the opportunity to apprise them and engage them. But not only the politicians, the civil society leaders have to learn. They have to convince them as to why it was necessary for them to help Kashmir. They have to convince them as to how it is in their interest and overall in the interest of peace in South Asia.

NOWHATTA CHOWK WITNESS ANOTHER KILLING

YOUTH KILLED FOR SAVING LIFE

On March 6, Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel of 161 BN allegedly shot dead a youth at Nowhatta Chowk in downtown area of Srinagar. The killing sparked off widespread protests and people were demanding stern action against the troops killed the youth.  

Twenty-two-year old, Shahid Ahmad Ahangar son of Khalil Mohammad of Jogilankar Rainawari Srinagar was fired by the troops when he was rescuing an injured youth trampled by a CRPF vehicle at Nowhatta Chowk. The killing triggered violent protests in the area. Protesters asked for punishment to the guilty. On March 7, a murder case vide numbers 24/2009 U/S 307, 148 and 149 against the CRPF troopers was filed in Nowhatta police station. The official said that case has been registered against one Deputy Commandant and his Quick Reaction Team (QRT) of 161 Battalion. The Senior Superintendent of Police Srinagar, Syed Afadul Mujtaba, said investigation has been taken up in the case. “A cavalcade of troopers came under heavy stone pelting and one of the vehicles hit Shabir Ahmad Baba while another youth, Shahid Ahmad was killed after being hit by a bullet. Apparently it seems that Shahid was hit by a rubber pellet but everything will be clear after post-mortem,” the SSP said.

The State Human Rights Commission took strong notice of the killing of Shahid in indiscriminate firing by paramilitary troopers at Nowhatta. 

A reporter of The Informative Missive visited the victim family and talked to the father of deceased.

Father of the deceased Khalil Mohammad, 62, a retired Mechanic while relating the incident to IM said, “On March 6, the Friday, we both father and son offered Friday prayers in a local mosque. After prayers, he told me he is going to pay obeisance to his mother laid in our ancestral graveyard and, he also told me that he will visit his maternal house at Sekidafar. And he left forever.”  

He added, “En route to Sekidafar at Nowhatta Chowk, protests were going on, as the protests were routine in the area after Friday prayers. On reaching Nowhatta Chowk, he spotted a youth was run over by a CRPF Wanton (an armored vehicle) and people were running helter skelter looking for refuge from CRPF aggression, who were firing teargas shells and raining lathis (canes) on protesters, beat everyone came in their way. Seeing youth being trample by CRPF vehicle, Shahid ran for his rescue and tried to carry him. A trooper standing on top of the same vehicle fired a bullet at him. The bullet hit him on the left side of chest and pierced through his right side causing grave wound. Shahid fell down and people moved him to SMHS hospital where he was declared brought dead.” 

Khalil Mohammad came to know about the incident around 4:30 pm through two unknown youth, who visited his house to inform the family. Khalil, at first cursed the youth, as he doubted their information about Shahid being shot by troops. 

“Initially, I did not believe the information of the youth, as Shahid had told me that he was going strait to his maternal house. What he has to do at Nowhatta Chowk?  But still I got anxious about his welfare, and I rushed to SMHS hospital along with some of my neighbourers. On reaching the hospital, I found my son’s dead body was being taken into an ambulance, boarded with troopers of CRPF and some police cops and was taken to Police Control Room (PCR), Srinagar,” Khalil Mohammad said.

Bemoaned father further adds, “In shocked state my neighbourers brought me back to home. Some of my relatives and neighbors went to PCR to get the body. The police authorities at PCR kept them on a long wait and handed over the body late in the evening at 10:00 pm. The body was brought in the form of a procession to Jogilankar Chowk, where people in thousands performed his last rites. The mournful youth wished to bury him at martyr graveyard Eidgah, but I requested them to burry him next to his mother’s grave. He was finally laid to rest, besides, his mother’s grave at Rainawari graveyard near Zindashah, Masjid.”      

Khalil lamented, “I consider myself as the most unfortunate persons of the world after the back-to-back tragedies befallen on me.  My wife passed away 8 years back and since then I was managing all my family affairs with the help of Shahid, but the callous troopers snatched him from me not to return.”

Khalil Mohammad complained that his son was not amongst the protesters; he said his son was just going to see his relatives. He was innocent killed for saving a precious life.  

The State Human Rights Commission took strong notice of the killing of a youth in indiscriminate firing by paramilitary troopers at Nowhatta, terming it a gross violation of human rights, sought a detailed factual report from the government of India, the state police chief and others. The Commission shot notices to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, and the director-general of Police asking them to furnish factual report in the case. The SHRC also directed the senior superintendent of police, Syed Afadul Mujtaba, to furnish a copy of the FIR registered about the incident.

CRPF 'KILLS' CARPENTER IN PAKHERPORA

Mar 18: Paramilitary CRPF troopers allegedly shot dead a carpenter, Ghulam Mohiudin Malik, son of Muhammad Akbar Malik, at Khaigam Pakherpora in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district. Malik is survived by four children, Shahnawaz Ahmad (11), Shamim Ahmad (10), Mahfooza (4) and Humerah (2) and wife Sajah. Malik was the sole bread earner in the family. 

The killing triggered massive demonstrations in the area and locals refused to bury the slain carpenter till the guilty is punished. The government has ordered a probe into the murder. The deputy commissioner of Pulwama, Ishtiyaq Ahmad Ashai, appointed the Additional Deputy Commissioner of Pulwama, Aadil Rashid Naqash, inquiry officer.

According to the reports, “On March 18, troopers barged into Malik’s house and started beating up the inmates mercilessly. The troops went up stairs where Malik was shuffling grass bundles and shot him dead without any provocation. After hearing the gunshots, locals rushed towards Malik’s house and tried to stop the troopers from fleeing away. However, they managed their escape by resorting to aerial firing. Malik was taken to Pakherpora hospital where doctors declared him brought dead.”

Shahnawaz, the 12-year-old son of slain Malik said, “I was sitting with my grandfather when the CRPF troopers entered and enquired about guests. They closed the door and asked us to flee. We went to our aunt’s house. Later, we learnt my father had been martyred.”

Before killing Malik, the CRPF troopers allegedly summoned the village numberdar, Nazir Ahmad Magray and asked him to guide them to Malik’s house.  

“A group of CRPF men came to my house and ordered me to accompany them for a search operation. Before going for search, one of them told me how many Akbars live in this village. I said three. But they didn’t ask me about their specific details. Instead, they led me straight to the house of Ghulam Mohiuddin. There I found several troopers had already cordoned off the house,” Nazir Ahmad Magray said. 

“Among the troopers was a Kashmiri speaking trooper called Pandit by his colleagues went inside with me. The troopers asked Mohiuddin’s father, was there any guest in the house? He told them there wasn’t any. Then they searched the rooms. The ground floor is used for rearing cows. In the second story, we found Mohiuddin’s mother resting in one of rooms, and his son and father in the other,” Nazir added.

Nazir further said, “Then the Kashmiri speaking trooper and his partner decided to search the space under roof where the family stores fodder and grains. They fired a volley of bullets toward the right side of the Kanee (the crawl space below the roof) where Ghulam Mohiuddin was shuffling grass bundles. I rushed down, taken by the fear that since I witnessed everything they would kill me now. So I went into a room and sat with Mohiuddin’s father but not for long, as I was very restless. I came out of the house and went to a CRPF hawaldar. I asked him did you kill a militant there? Was he a militant you fired at? He said ‘gapla hogaya (it was a blunder), there were no militants there’. Just then I received a call from my wife. She had heard gunshots and my family was feeling worried. That is when I noticed the time. It was 7:22 pm.”

Nazir Ahmad turned the claim of crossfire by CRPF as a white lie. “It is a big lie. The only firing I heard was theirs.”

 
“The troopers after killing Malik were leaving from the spot like thieves. We took a gas lamp and went straight to the roof space. We found Ghulam Mohiuddin’s body lying on the bundles of grass. His chest was riddled with bullets,” Nazir said.

A carpenter by profession, Malik had huge family responsibilities on his shoulders. He was the only breadwinner of his family comprising his pregnant wife, four children, ailing 70-year old mother, and deaf 78-year old father.

Police records have nothing against him. “There is nothing in the police record that could remotely establish a connection between him and militants” the locals said. 

The station house officer, Rajpora police station, expressed ignorance about the incident. “CRPF didn’t inform us. I just heard that a man had been killed and I’m rushing towards the spot,” he added.

On March 19, police station Rajpora has registered a case under sections 302 (murder) and 452 (trespassing into a house with intention or purpose of assaulting or hurting someone) against the troopers of 181 battalion of CRPF accused of murdering Ghulam Mohiuddin Malik

According to CRPF spokesman, Prabhakar Tripathi, four troopers, including Assistant Commandant S P Chaturvedi, have been suspended. Meanwhile, the entire party of CRPF, including an assistant commandant, involved in the carpenter’s killing have been detained, police said.

“We have placed four men, who were part of the operation, under suspension. We have suspended them after it was established during preliminary investigations that there was a flaw in the operation,” Inspector General CRPF, D K Pathak told media.

Pertinent to mention here, earlier CRPF spokesman Tripathi on March 18, stated to the media that troopers had received a tip-off about presence of two militants in the village. That’s why troopers asked numberdar to accompany them. “As the search party was heading towards the village, militants present there opened fire, which was retaliated triggering a brief encounter. However, militants managed to escape from the spot. After the troopers conducted the searches they found the body of the carpenter. He was killed in cross firing, the spokesman also said.”

The cross firing claim of the CRPF was termed as a “blatant lie” by the eyewitnesses. “Had it been a search operation, police would have accompanied them. They had cordoned off the victim’s house with the intention to kill him,” the locals alleged.

SSP Pulwama Rafiq-u-l Hassan told media that police has written a letter to CRPF asking them to hand over Dy Commandant and the raiding party to them.

On March 19, while talking to media, the deputy inspector-general of police, South Kashmir Range, Rajesh Kumar, said the whole party had been detained in connection with the incident. Asked the number of those detained, he said, they were eight to 10 persons. “We will identify the main accused tomorrow, on March 20,” he said, adding the investigation into the incident was going on.

In a related development, the government on March 20 ordered a probe into the murder. The deputy commissioner of Pulwama, Ishtiyaq Ahmad Ashai, said the additional deputy commissioner of Pulwama, Aadil Rashid Naqash, had been asked to probe the killing and submit his report within 10 days.

Meanwhile, CRPF spokesman, Prabhakar Tripathi said, “During preliminary investigations it was established that the deceased carpenter was not a militant. It was found that there were some flaws in the operation and accordingly we suspended four of our men”, adding that the troopers have been suspended so that they don’t interfere in the investigations. “The inquiry would be conducted by board of officers.” 

Senior leader of ruling National Conference and minister for Rural Development, Ali Muhammad Sagar, on March 20 announced that the CRPF troopers involved in Malik’s killing would be arrested within 24 hours. 

On March 20, according to media reports the CRPF has handed over its personnel accused of killing a carpenter to the Pulwama police. A senior official confirmed the arrest of CRPF personnel but refused to divulge the identity of the soldiers. Eyewitnesses identified four CRPF personnel involved in the killing of carpenter during an identification parade held at the District Police Lines, Pulwama. They were among the seven troopers, including the assistant commandant, handed over to the police on March 19. 

A group of relatives and neighbours of the slain carpenter were summoned by the police to record their statements and identify the CRPF troopers who had barged into the house of the deceased. A group of five persons, including the prime witness, Nazir Ahmad Margay, chowkidar; Tawheeda and Masrat daughters of Abdul Gaffar Wagay; and niece of the slain carpenter; Bilal Ahmad Malik son of Abdullah Mailk and Bashir Ahmad Malik son of Abdul Ahad Malik, were summoned to identify the accused troopers of 181 battalion of CRPF. 

 Another group of seven persons, including Ghulam Rasool Wagay, 60, Ghulam Hassan Wagay son of Ghulam Ahmad Wagay, Ghulam Muhammad Mir son of Abdus Sattar Mir, Mushtaq Ahmad Mir son of Abdul Ahad Mir, Muhammad Yousuf Malik son of Ghulam Muhammad Malik and Muhammad Ahsan Dar son of Sabir Dar and maternal uncle of the deceased were summoned by the Rajpora police station to record their statements. It is for the first time that police detained the central paramilitary troopers accused of killing a civilian. Those detained were the assistant commandant, Chatturvedi of New Delhi, and six troopers, including Manzoor Ahmad Bhat of Handwara, Samiullah Pandit of Pulwama, and Abilok Singh of Ludhiana.

On March 23, police seized from the CRPF’s 181 battalion headquarters three rifles possibly used by its troopers to kill the carpenter. The Pulwama police has also contacted tele-communication companies asking them to give the call details of the mobile phones used by the accused CRPF man, Manzoor Ahmad Bhat.


Media reports said that a police team raided the CRPF headquarters at Radar, Charar-i-Sharief, and seized the rifles believed to have been used to kill the carpenter. “Two AK Rifles and one INSAS rifle were seized,” media reports.

On March 27, police has rejected the CRPF claims that the carpenter was killed in cross firing. 

 “There was no cross firing in the house of Ghulam Mohiuddin Malik as claimed by the CRPF. He was killed in target firing from a very close range in upper floor of his house,” the ballistic report of the police said.

“Though the CRPF had made a mention of an operation on March 18 in the registry, there is no mention of the place which is a norm before launching any operation.” Continuing with its investigation, the police team questioned five more witnesses including the widow of the slain carpenter.

Meanwhile, the Home Ministry is understood to have summoned to New Delhi the commandant of 181 battalion of CRPF whose troopers were involved in killing of a carpenter Ghulam Mohiuddin Malik of Khaigam, Pakherpora with full details of the case, said a local news agency.

On March 28, the Assistant Commandant of the CRPF admitted that two troopers of 181 Battalion killed the carpenter on March 18, media reports said. In police detention, the official, S P Chaturvedi, said the accused troopers Abhilagh Singh and Samiullah Pandit fired at the carpenter without his orders. His statement has been corroborated by the post-mortem report that says he was shot from “a very close range.”


 In the presence of the deputy commandant, Chaturvedi made the deposition before the additional deputy commissioner Pulwama, Adil Rashid Naqash, who is the inquiry officer probing the murder of the carpenter. The assistant commandant said the carpenter died in the firing by the CRPF troopers, a statement that contradicts the initial claim of the CRPF top brass who had attributed the death to “cross fire between militants and CRPF.”
 “In the evening of March 18, a CRPF trooper of the camp informed us that militants were present in the house of Muhammad Akbar Malik of Khaigam village. When I asked him who this Muhammad Akbar was? He said ‘he is an old man and he has a young son who is a carpenter,’ sources quoted the assistant commandant deposing before the inquiry officer. 


 “When I asked him to identify the house of Akbar, he told me that he wouldn’t come to identify the house, as Abhilagh Singh and Pandit know about his house and they would identify it,” he told the inquiry officer. Chaturvedi further deposed that he had asked the village chowkidar Nazir Ahmad Magray to come along and identify the house. He said that while he stayed in the courtyard of the house along with two other troopers, the accused Abhilagh Singh and Pandit went to the second story of the house, Chowkidar Magray accompanying them.


 Chaturvedi said the two accused troopers “heard gunfire when they were ascending the stairs and at the same time they felt movement of a person in the attic.” Suspecting him to be a militant they fired at him, but after shooting they learnt it was Ghulam Mohiuddin and not a militant.


 Asked if he ordered the troopers to fire, Chaturvedi said, “I didn’t ask them to fire. They fired without my permission.”


 “After public protest we fled from the spot and related everything to the commanding officer. We clearly told him that a civilian has died due to our fire. He said, we will have to face action, and next day I and seven other troopers who participated in this operation were sent to police station.”


Media reports said, Chaturvedi told the inquiry officer that “there was no militant in Khaigam, nor an incident of militancy had happened in this village.”


 Asked why he didn’t record the details of the ‘operation’ in the camp register, Chaturvedi said, “our own trooper had given us the information about the militants so we didn’t deem it important to register the details, nor we have a tradition that makes it binding on us to record details before going to the site of an encounter.”


Media reports, the inquiry officer would record the statements of six other troopers and the commanding officer of the 181 Batallion on March 29, the officer would record the statement of the eyewitness Chowkidar Nazir Ahmad Magray and four people who brought down the bullet-riddled body of the carpenter from the attic.

On March 29, after district administration inquiry indicted CRPF troopers, the ongoing police investigations too have held paramilitary troopers responsible for killing of 38-year-old person.


 A police official, pleading anonymity told media, “The circumstances, witness statements, analysis of technical details like cartridges, shooting distance, weapons used, blood stains and other details collected from cell phones indicate that CRPF was involved in the killing. We have paraded the seven detained CRPF troopers before the eyewitnesses. All of them were identified by the eyewitness. Besides, we have recorded the statements of eyewitnesses and they too have indicted the CRPF troopers,” he said.


The cartridges recovered from the spot, according to the police officer, were fired from the weapons possessed by CRPF men. “The spot of killing (attic) is also marked. The evidences reveal that no encounter had taken place as claimed by CRPF,” he said.


“Our inquiry has held the CRPF men responsible for killing the 38-year old person,” the official said.


On March 29, SSP Pulwama, Rafiq-ul-Hassan told media that the police inquiry would be completed within few days. “Our inquiry is going on. We have recorded statements and are in the process of completing technical investigations like, cartridges used, blood stains and cell phones. We are also assessing circumstances that led to the killing of Malik,” he said, adding that the police inquiry has taken some time since they are taking minute details. “Our inquiry is different from that of Additional Deputy commissioner. We have to collect proof and evidences to establish the case. So it is taking a bit time,” SSP said.

On March 20, Massive protests rocked Khaigam and adjoining areas against Malik’s killing giving a week’s ultimatum to remove the CRPF and Rashtriya Rifles camps from the area. Reports said thousands of people from Pakherpora, Khaigam, Shankerpora, Mohanpora and Kamrazpora took a protest rally demanding removal of RR camp of 53 battalion at Malnar on Pakherpora-Yousmarg road and CRPF camp in Khaigam. A complete shutdown was observed in the area.

On March 27 the Joint Forum, formed by the Khaigam residents after the killing of a carpenter by CRPF personnel, has threatened of mass migration if the army and paramilitary camp were not removed from the village in 14 days. 

“The government has been maintaining that the troopers are here for our security, but everyone feels insecure in their presence,” the locals of the area told media.           

VIOLATING SOP WITH IMPUNITY

Asked if the CRPF troopers violated the Standard Operational Procedure (SOP) that makes it mandatory for the armed forces to inform the local police prior to a counter-militancy operation, and also take police along during such operations, the deputy inspector general of police, Rajesh Kumar, told media, “They didn’t inform police prior to the incident. Yes, they have violated the SOP again.”

YOUTH SHOT DEAD IN BANDIPORA

HE WAS KILLED FOR HAVING LOVE AFFAIR: FAMILY  

On the intervening night of March 22 and 23, unidentified gunmen murdered Manzoor Ahmad Waza, 32, s/o Habibullah of Ward No. 5 Bandipora after intruded into his house. Manzoor’s family alleged local renegades killed him. An FIR was lodged in concerned police stations but no enquiry was initiated by the police into the incident. 

A reporter of The Informative Missive visited ward No. 5 of Bandipora and talked to the victim family about the incident. 


Younger brother of Manzoor, Shabir Ahmad, 30, said, “On the night of March 22, we all went to sleep and Manzoor moved to our second house situated nearby. We own two houses, and in the new one Manzoor used to sleep. The one storey house rented out by the family of Wazir Khan, and on its roof top Manzoor had built a small room for himself, where he used to sleep. In the morning at 7:30 a.m. perturbed wife of Wazir Khan came to our house and enquired about Manzoor. He might have sleeping in his room we told her. Hearing this, she hastily said, she had heard a gunshot followed by the brisk foot steps from Manzoor’s room. She said, she thought that Manzoor might have come down from his room.”

“Hearing all this from Khan’s wife, I rushed to Manzoor’s room and found him under the quilt. I took off his quilt and found blood smeared on his mattress. He was facing the floor. I shook his body and called him, but he couldn’t get up, as he had already died. While examining his body, I found that he was shot on his back and the bullet had pierced his chest including heart. He was fired from point blank range and the shell of the bullet was lying nearer to his body, and the bullet head was gripped into the mattress. The whole family got shocked. And the amount of Rs. 60000/- was also missing,” Shabir Ahmad, added.

Police took long to reach to the spot despite frequent calls. Finally, a police party led by Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) from police station Bandipora reached. The police party according to Shabir took some pictures and collected bullet shell, and its head and left the spot. Since then police didn’t visit nor contacted anyone from victim’s family. The police did not take the body for post mortem and the body was buried in the local graveyard. An FIR vide No. 50/2009, dated; 23/03/2009 was lodged in police station Bandipora.
Shabir further said, “We have specific suspects in our brother’s murder but police is flaccid in arresting them despite our constant requests. The suspects are renegades and are working for army. Nobody in our area is ready to stand against them.”

Slain’s younger brother further revealed that “in 2002, Manzoor fell in love with Haseena d/o Abdul Jabar Waza. Haseena’s parents were against the love affair and they never agreed to marry her with Manzoor. Finally, in 2006, against her will, she was married somewhere in Srinagar. But Haseena’s marriage couldn’t prevent them from meeting. Both choose to meet each other whenever they got chance.”

After a year and few months Haseena gave birth to baby and her relation got strained with her husband. 

“Haseena deserted her husband after giving birth to a child and moved to her parental house. She resumed her love affair with my brother and they started meeting each other frequently. We again requested Haseena’s parents for their marriage but they rejected,” Manzoor said. 

Shabir added, “Despite Haseena’s family rejection, they often were meeting each other. Haseena’s family and her relatives got irked by their relations. Haseena’s two cousins, Khursheed Ahmad s/o Ghulam Ahmad and Abid Waza s/o Abdul Ahad, both renegades associated with Army killed Maznoor for having affairs with Haseena. We are sure Maznoor had been threatened by the duo to put an end to his relation with Haseena, which probably were not taken seriously by him. In spite of requests, police did not arrest any of them even for mere questioning, since the duo enjoy army patronage. Even after the tragedy, I made unsuccessful attempts to meet Haseena to extract the information about my brother’s murder, but she has been kept hidden by her family.”

According to another brother of deceased, who preferred not to be named told The Informative Missive, “Manzoor was an employee in Power Development Department and was never involved in any anti-social or political activity. Even he was a bit physically challenged, hard of hearing and had problems in his eyesight. He lived a life of an innocent and died the same. He was just killed for having love affairs with Haseena and we see no other reason behind his murder. We pleaded the police to investigate the case, but they remain indifferent. The killers are roaming in our locality with full freedom.”
BOMAI KILLINGS

INQUIRY COMMISSION ‘INDICTS’ ARMY 
Mar 4: The inquiry report submitted by the Inquiry officer about the Bomai killings has indicted army for the killing of two youth. The report was submitted to Chief Secretary S. S. Kapur by Deputy Commissioner, Baramulla Baseer Ahmad Khan who led the inquiry commission ordered by the Government soon after two youth were killed by Army at Bomai on February 21-2009.

Two civilians, Muhammed Amin Tantray and Javid Ahmed Dar were killed when 22 Rashtriya Rifles personnel opened fire on devotees at Bomai village. The incident sparked off massive protests across the Valley. The Army too had ordered a separate probe into killing of two civilians and it had appointed a Brigadier as the inquiry officer. A murder case was also registered against the Army unit by the police.

Sources said that Baseer Ahmad Khan, who led the inquiry commission to probe the killing of two civilians in Bomai village in the outskirts of Sopore town, in his report has mentioned there was “no crossfire as claimed by the Army.” The Army had informed the inquiry officer that the local police chowki and the officer on duty were informed about militant movement in the area,” said an official to the inquiry report. “But when the police officer deposed before the inquiry officer, he denied having any such information”.

A senior officer of the force who appeared before the inquiry officer had claimed that the militants had opened fire on troops by a pistol. But the inquiry officer had pointed out that not a single pistol fire cartridge was recovered from the spot, thus rubbishing the Army’s claim.

The inquiry officer has said that the troopers did not also follow the Standards Operation Procedures (SOP) during the incident. The inquiry officer, in his report, has said that Army opened fire at the civilians and the bullet wounds were found above the chest level which indicated that Army opened fire with intention to kill the civilians.

Confirming the receiving report Chief Secretary, S S Kapur told media that the repot was received from the Inquiry Officer. “It has been sent to home department for further necessary action,” he said. Without going into details Kapur said, “It is not the right time to go into details. The report is being examined and will be sent to chief minister. 

When asked whether the report has indicted army and demanded removal of army camps from Bomai, Kapur refused to comment.

The Bomia Coordination Committee President Hakeemul Rehman told media that it is an appreciable step on part of the government that the inquiry officer has submitted its report within the specified time. “Now we will wait for CM. We would see whether he keeps his word of punishing the guilty,” he said.

Meanwhile, the J-K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah has said that “exemplary punishment” will be handed over to the Army men, if found guilty, in the killing of two civilians in north Kashmir Bomai village. The CM said that he will personally carry the report to the Union government if the troopers are found guilty.” “Bringing those responsible for the innocent killings in Bomai to book is a matter of credibility for this government, the CM said.”

The CM confirmed that the inquiry report on the recent case of civilian killing in Bomai Sopore has been submitted to the State Chief Secretary by the inquiry officer and he is yet to go through the report.

On March 6, sources told media that three days back police sent a letter to Commanding Officer of army’s 22 RR asking him to name and identify the troopers who were involved in the incident. “But they have not responded,” said a police official.

Following widespread protests in the valley against the killing, police slapped murder case against the unit and registered an FIR 73/09 under section 302 Cr PC against them.

On Mar 7, government announced the inquiry report into killing of two civilians by army in Bomai village of Baramulla district last month would be made public in three or four days. The report prepared by the deputy commissioner of Baramulla was submitted to the chief secretary some days back.

“We have received the inquiry report and it is being examined. Give us three or four days to study it and it will be made public soon. The government was considering the level of punishment to the guilty in the incident,” Abdul Rahim Rather, the minister for finance and parliamentary affairs told media. Rather reiterated that those involved in the Bomai killings would be punished according to the law. 

Asked who had been shown guilty by the committee in the report, Rather said government would make the report public. However, he said unless the exemplary punishment was not awarded to the guilty, the killings won’t stop.

On March 12, Jammu and Kashmir government has forwarded the inquiry report to the ministry of Defence, seeking appropriate action against the guilty soldiers. Under the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, the state government is unable to punish the guilty army soldiers and paramilitary troopers as they enjoy impunity for their actions in Jammu and Kashmir.

The report has been sent only to the ministry and not the head of the army Corps based in Kashmir.

 “At an appropriate level, the corps commander has been asked to initiate action at his own level, but given the sensitivity of the matter, the report has only been sent to the ministry of Defence,” the source said, adding the Chief Minister was committed to see the guilty being punished. The Chief Minister is likely to meet the Defence minister, A K Antony, in this connection this month.

On March 15, the Chief Minister said the inquiry report would be discussed with the Union Home Minister P. Chidambaram, who is visiting the state on March 18.

The Chief Minister neither confirmed nor denied the media reports. “As far as I know the army has ordered a court of inquiry into the incident,” Omar said.

Meanwhile, quoting sources, media reported army had questioned the government’s inquiry report on the grounds that it was not a part of it. “Army has refused to appear before the inquiry officer, and the army’s Brigade command has informed the government that such an inquiry was not valid under the Army Act,” the KNS report said. “Under the Act, army has given its explanation to the government over the Bomai incident.”

On March 17, Defence Minister A.K. Antony assured that the Army will join probe regarding the killing of two civilians in Bomai village near Sopore after completing its own in-house inquiry shortly. 

On March 20, the Army’s Court of Inquiry has indicted two soldiers and a junior commissioned officer (JCO) in the incident. “The high level Army Court of Inquiry headed by a Brigadier has been completed. The inquiry has held the Junior Commissioned Officer and two soldiers of 22 Rashtriya Rifles, who were involved in the Bomai incident, accountable for various lapses,” said a defense spokesperson in a statement.

 The charge against them, the spokesman said, include “failure to exercise desired command and control by the JCO” besides the failure of two soldiers “to exercise restraint in the handling of their weapon during the incident.”

 “Disciplinary action against the three individuals has been ordered by General Officer Commanding of counter-insurgency Kilo Force, which will commence with immediate effect. Any additional charges that may be brought out by police investigations will be dealt with as per the law,” the spokesman said. Asked to delineate the lapses, the spokesman declined to explain. Asked what action shall be initiated against the soldiers, he said, “Law will take its own course. Beyond that we have nothing to say.”

Meanwhile, police sources told media that they have almost completed investigations in the case and are waiting for the nominal roll from Army to produce a charge-sheet in the court.

Police has also recorded the statement of an Army informer under section 164 Cr PC in connection with the case.

TEACHERS, STUDENTS WANT TROOPS OUT FROM SCHOOL PREMISES 
On March 1, fear stricken residents of Bomai Sopore pledged not to send their wards to the schools occupied by army and paramilitary forces in the village. Residents alleged that all the government and private educational institutions including Girls high School Bomai, Higher Secondary Boys-cum-Girls school and Private High School in Bomai are presently under the occupation of Rashtriya Rifles and CRPF from 2002.

“We will not send our children to schools occupied by army and CRPF,” said village head and President Coordination Committee Hakeem-ul-Rehman. 

After the killing of two youth by the army personnel, the residents of Bomai and Tujjar formed a Coordination Committee to seek justice. Hakeem said, “We have told the students in Bomai and adjacent villages not to enter educational institutes occupied by army and CRPF personnel, who have let loose a reign of terror in the villages”.

The CC president said, “How can we consider our wards including girl students and female teachers safe in the schools occupied by troops when army personnel in broad-day light killed two youth.” “We are ready to sacrifice the future of our wards in case army and CRPF does not vacate the educational institutions,” he said.

The villagers have staged frequent protests against occupation of educational institutions by army and CRPF in Bomai and adjoining areas. 

“We will never forget that day when we and our teachers were dragged by army on the pretext of searching inside the classrooms,” said a student Shahnaza, adding, “Though we had managed to live with the fear during past few years but after the killing of two youth by army men, we fear for our lives”.

Tehmeen Begum, whose three daughters are reading in Girls Highs School occupied by 22 RR said, “I will never send my children to the school till army vacates it. I will prefer my children to be illiterate rather than sending them to the school occupied by troopers, who have killed two innocent youth in broad-day light”.

Besides, the students and their parents, the teachers especially females have voiced their concern over the presence of army men in schools. “Presence of army in educational institutes is harmful for the teaching and learning process. We cannot impart proper education to the students under the presence of army as there is always a fear that troopers may resort to some unimaginable act,” said a female teacher.

On March 2, at least 7000 students abstained from schools in Bomai and adjoining areas as a mark of protest against the occupation of educational institutions. 

There are 6 primary schools, 4 SSA schools, 3 middle schools, 1 high school and a higher secondary institute in Bomai and all these educational institutions were presenting a deserted look. At least 7000 students hailing from different villages stayed away from the schools.

Besides killing innocents and molesting womenfolk, the troopers are forcing the drivers to attend the camps regularly,” said a driver pleading anonymity, adding, “Every driver along with his vehicle has to sit in the camp for a night and is being forced to transport weapons and ration for the troopers deployed in upper reaches of Kupwara. Army has made a schedule for the drivers. Every driver and vehicle has its own turn. If anybody tries to defy the dictates, he is being tortured by the troopers.”

On March 4, Bomai residents reiterated that they won’t call off the agitation till authorities shift the Rajinder post, the army camp whose troopers killed the civilians. 

 The deputy commissioner, Lateef-uz-Zaman Deva, has met with the army authorities in an effort to convince them on the advisability of shifting the army post in view of the fact that its presence has been a distraction to the students of the concerned schools. 

On March 5, a day after Inquiry Officer submitted report to Chief Secretary allegedly indicting army for killing two youth at Bomai Sopore, the district administration announced that the army camps in the village will be removed in next 13 days. The district commissioner assured the people that their demands will be met and the army camps removed from the village in 13 days. 

DC Baramulla Latief-u-Zaman Deva told media, “I have found that there is no need of army camp in Bomai village. I have recommended the removal of army camps from the village within 13 days”.

“Army will have to leave the village at any cost. The camp will have to be relocated from Bomai village and this will absolutely happen within 13 days,” the DC added. 

On March 7, after refusal by the army authorities to take any advice from the civil administration, the issue of relocating the Bomai army camp has brought the administration and army at a confrontation. While the deputy commissioner Baramulla had assured the locals of removing or relocating the camp within a fortnight, army on March 6 questioned the officer’s authority on the matter.

On March 13, the people of Bomai, Sopore have threatened to migrate from the area, if the army camp isn’t shifted by March 21. The Imams (one who lead prayers) of local Masjids on Friday asked the people to prepare themselves for the migration, if the camp was not shifted by the deadline.

On Mar 17, the Baramulla district administration has failed to shift the Bomai army camp as the stipulated time of assurance ended on March 17. 

On March 20, the Coordination Committee reiterates its demand to shift the army’s Rajinder Post and seeking justice for the families of two youth. 

Sensing the public mood and seeing the preparations of the people for migration on Saturday morning, the administration on the directions of the Chief Minister faxed a letter from DC and SSP Baramulla to BCC.

The contents of the letter bearing Order No NR 1261 GR 50, Log No 09 dated 20 March 2009 faxed from Telecommunication J&K Police at 10:30 pm read: “This is to inform you that the Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir has announced today that army camps at Bomai will be shifted within five to six days.”

After receiving the letter, Chairman of BCC Hakeem-ur-Rehman told media that the BCC had deferred the migration for six days. 
On March 23, troopers began packing, signalling imminent withdrawal from the area. Local residents told media that they saw signs of army pull-out from the village after they found the soldiers packing their bags and belongings.


 “But we won’t take this as the last word. They might be dismantling some bunkers only to calm us,” the residents added. “We want the entire camp removed.”


 Deputy Commissioner Baramulla, Lateef-u-Zaman Deva, said the troops will be shifted out by March 26. “It is a deadline for them,” he added.

March 24, army started shifting its troopers from Bomai, following a relentless 32-day agitation by locals. The troops headed towards Sher-i-Kashmir University of Agriculture Science and Technology (SKUAST), Wadura. The retreating vehicles with soldiers, arms and ammunition leaving the village brought joy on the faces of residents.

On March 29, the last batch of troopers of the infamous Rajinder Post camp shifted to the camp in the Wadura campus of Agricultural University in Sopore. Hakeem-ul-Rahman, the president of the Coordination Bomai told media that a few remaining soldiers vacated the camp on March 28, and the army authorities handed over the charge of the vacated premises to the district authorities.


The army authorities handed over the charge of the ‘Post’ actually housed on the property of Kashmiri migrant Pandits, to a few revenue and police officials. 

The civilian authorities asked the CRPF to vacate 11 kanals of land for the relocated troopers.


The CC head said the people would start the agitation again if police deploys the personnel of notorious Special Operations Group in the vacated premises.

TORTURE TESTIMONIALS
Family Name: Khan 
First and other names: Mohammed Akbar
Sex: Male
Birth Date or Age: 47 years (approx.)
Nationality:

Occupation: Farmer
Identity card no: (if applicable)

Activities (trade union, political, religious, humanitarian / solidarity, press, etc.)

Residential and/ or work address: Hygam, Chotiepora, Sopore.
The victim Mohammed Akbar Khan claims that he was abducted by the Special Task Force (STF) on 10th October’ 2000. Khan says that he had differences with his wife and it was on her insistence that a certain Ghulam Rasool (believed to be an informer of the STF) had him abducted at night around 12:30 am by giving false information. Khan was taken to the JIC (Joint Interrogation Centre) in Baramullah. Khan’s brother was a militant with the Hizbul Mujahideen. At the JIC, Khan was first stripped naked and his beard was burned. He was then hung upside down and beaten up with sticks, rods, belts etc. After the first ordeal his hands were tied behind the back and he was subjected to sustained drowning in a bathtub. He was asked for information on arms and militants. Khan could not give any information as he had none and claims to be innocent. Khan says that his stomach got bloated due to excessive intake of water and he excreted while being tortured. His legs were rolled with a six feet long iron pipe. Khan says that the rolling was an extremely painful method of torture as 5 or six men applied the pressure of their body weight on the iron pipe while it was being rolled on Khans legs. Electric shocks were given to various parts of his body including genitals and he was then rolled again. Khan says that he was then dragged all over the floor, probably to avoid blood clotting in his legs and thighs. The STF did not allow him to sleep all through first few days of torture. Khan was then put in a 6 feet by 3 feet cell in which he could not sleep at all, as he had to stand every 5 minutes to breathe properly. After a few more torture ordeals Khan excreted blood along with faeces. He endured 16 days of torture and was not allowed to see any relatives and lawyers. After 16 days the STF concluded that he was innocent and thus set him free. Besides the rigorous torture ordeal of 16 days Khan claims to have been beaten up by the army 5-6 times from 1994 to 2000 during crackdowns in his village. Khan claims that he cannot work or walk for long due to the torture he endured in 2000. He has complains of extreme pain in his entire body especially back, neck and legs. He often faints when subjected to heavy exercise, long walks or prolonged exposure to heat and sunlight. His appetite for food has lessened and was even operated upon as he complained of sustained droning in his stomach. Khan claims that he cannot last an hour without drinking water. Khan had himself treated privately but is not sure about the availability of his medical records. Khan says that the STF tried to implicate him in a fake case by planting grenades in his house; he was rescued from this by the help of SHO Khursheed Khan in 2002. Khan took no remedial action after the torture i.e., did not register a case with any law enforcement agency or seek compensation from the government.  
Family Name: Rather                                      
First and other names: Ghulam Hassan
Sex: Male
Birth Date or Age: 35 years approximately
Nationality:

Occupation: Farmer
Identity card no ( if applicable)

Activities (trade union, political, religious, humanitarian/ solidarity, press, etc.):

Residential and/or work address: Tarzoo Village, Sopore
Ghulam Hassan Rather went to Pakistan in 1990. After training for 1-2 years, he came back to the valley and started working actively with the Al-Jihad militant outfit. He was caught by the army in 1993 during a crackdown operation in his village. After being caught he was first taken to a nearby abandoned house and beaten up severely for a whole day. He was then dragged into the car and taken to the Kreri Camp by the RR. At the camp he recalls being allowed to drink water. Rather claims that he was tortured for 4-6 days at the Kreri camp and was not even allowed to excrete during that period. He was first stripped naked and his hands were tied behind his back. Rather was then subjected to sustained drowning in water probably containing spices and other chemicals. His legs and thighs were rolled on by an iron pipe under extreme pressure. Rather recalls being transferred to the Sharifabad Camp for 15 days, where he endured 12 days of torture. He says that he was kept in a tiny cell at Sharifabad in which he often lost consciousness. Rather says that at Sharifabad he was humiliated and made to crawl (subjected to various forms of physical and psychological torture). Rather had handed over his weapons to other members of his organization and was sent home after a month as he did not know their whereabouts and also due to his deteriorating health. Rather had himself treated, but not properly due to his poor economic background. Some time later Rather claims to have been abducted by the BSF (Border Security Force) and tortured for a whole day. He was taken by the army a second time during a crackdown on his village. Rather had to report at the Panzipora army camp once a week, for a long time, where he was made to do menial jobs at the camp. Once on failing to report in time, due to his deteriorating health, he was again abducted by the army and tortured. Rather was hung upside down and tortured rigorously. Later he used to go to the Sopore camp and do menial jobs for the army and was beaten up if he refused to do so. Now rather has to give attendance at the Amarghad army camp in Sopore once in a month. Rather complains of weakness, body aches etc but does not have money for proper treatment or medication. Relatives were allowed to meet him after 6 days at the Kreri camp and on the last day at the Sharifabad camp. Medical records may not be available as Rather never had himself treated properly. He did not seek any compensation from the government or register a case with any law enforcement agency. 

APDP WELCOMES NAVANETHEM PILLAY’S STATEMENT

March 28: The Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) welcomes 23 March 2009 statement of Navanethem Pillay, High Commissioner for Human Rights at the National Human Rights Commission, Delhi, emphasizing for repealing the AFSPA and for investigating into the hundreds of case of disappearances in Kashmir. 
APDP during its monthly sit in released a press statement which read:

The Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) welcomes the statement of Navanethem Pillay, High Commissioner for Human Rights at the National Human Rights Commission, Delhi, on 23 March 2009 emphasizing for repealing the AFSPA and for investigating into the hundreds of case of disappearances. 

Before the concern expressed by the UN Human Rights Commission, European Parliament on June 10-2008 also called upon the Govt. of India (GOI) for probing the mass graves. Notwithstanding these concerns the GOI and state regime have done nothing and are adamant to cover up the phenomenon of EID in the state of J&K. It is a shame that a country, which claims a permanent seat in the UN Security Council, is unlikely to investigate the disappearances, which are in thousands. And also the institutions meant to protect the rights guaranteed under the Universal Declaration on Human rights have utterly failed. 

The systematic EID, constitute a crime against humanity and cannot be an internal affair of any country. It is a matter of international concern. The International Criminal Court (ICC) has recently indicted even the sitting head of a state for the crimes against humanity. The external interventions become necessary once the internal mechanism fails especially when disappearances continue unabated as a matter of policy as is evident from the way state shields the perpetrators. Scores of police officials who have been indicted by the investigating agencies for abduction and disappearances could not be brought to justice. These perpetrators are roaming free and are holding important position in police organizations. Nevertheless, the Govt. of India has even granted sanction in 270 out of 458 but cases but prosecution has not been initiated.  These perpetrators are present in the state and the main accused in infamous triple murder case Rashid Billa is one of them against whom proceeding under section 512 Cr PC have been launched by the 4th District Sessions Court, Jammu. 

The APDP has the list of the perpetrators who have constituted the war crimes and is campaigning for bringing them to justice. In this behalf the international institutions only can play a significant role as the local institutions have bailed them out. The association shall continue to work at local and international levels till the perpetrators are brought to justice.  

KASHMIRI TRADERS IN KERALA HARASSED BY POLICE
Mar 12: Reports of harassment of Kashmiri traders in the outside states are continuing coming forth. This time around such reports have come from Kochi, a tourist spot in Kerala, where two aged Kashmiri traders were beaten to pulp by the police without any provocation. Their shops were also broken. Besides this, police warned the Kashmiri traders of dire consequences.


After the incident, the Kashmiri traders’ community is reeling under fear and feeling insecurity despite lodging a complaint with the concerned authorities. According to media, the incident took place when a salesman of Asian Craft ,a Kashmiri carpet showroom, at Prince street market in Fort Kochi of district Arnankulam, Kochi was beaten by SHO of the nearby police station for no reasons. Later, he dragged the owner of the showroom Altaf Ahmad out of his shop when he tried to interfere into the matter and started beating him severely and left him seriously injured.


Nayeem Ahmad, president Kashmiri Cultural Association an apex body of Kashmiri traders, labourers and employees told media that the SHO had recently taken the charge of the police station and soon after his posting he had been targeting Kashmiri traders of the area.


“The SHO openly warned the Kashmiri traders of dire consequences in case any untoward incident occurred elsewhere in India,” he said. He also said that Kashmiris are being discriminated and unnecessarily harassed in Kochi. “We have reported the incident to the higher officials and we are hopeful that some action will be taken against the SHO,” he said.


According to Nayeem Ahmad, there are more than 300 Kashmiri craft showrooms in 3 tourist spots of Kochi. He said that fear has gripped the Kashmiri traders in the wake of their harassment by the police. It is pertinent to mention here that reports of harassment of Kashmiri traders and employees in South India have been emerging time and again.

In early 2008, some Kashmiri traders in Kochi area of Kerala were beaten by police and local authorities with the help of goons, their shops were also looted. Similarly in Kansel Plaza in Kerala, Kashmiri traders were harassed by police who had complained against some goons for beating a salesman. Likewise, the brother of an MP of Kashmir was looted by some unscrupulous people in Goa. After the incident, many Kashmiri traders had to wind up their business establishments in Goa.

HARASSMENT / BEATING
· POLICE ‘HARASSING’ DOORU YOUTH

Mar 4: Residents of Dooru Shahbad in south Kashmir’s Islamabad district alleged that police was arresting the youth who had participated in June uprising. 

  
A delegation of the residents told media, “Not only is police carrying the raids but everyday scores of youth are being summoned to police stations.” They said that during the June uprising tens of thousands of people took to the streets. “We can’t understand that why are we being targeted?”

Meanwhile, the outgoing deputy commissioner, Gazanfar Hussain said he had no information about the arrests.

· KUPWARA RESIDENTS ALLEGE HARSSMENT BY ARMY CONVOYS

Mar 7: A representative team of people of the border district of Kupwara said that they face hardships on a daily basis because of the army convoys as army personnel take the common people, traveling through these routes, hostage on a regular basis till the convoys pass off.


A delegation of locals from Kupwara told media that hundreds of trucks leave the Chokibal army cantonment and Kupwara camp towards, Handwara, Drugmulla and Baramulla regularly. The army personnel do not allow the people in passenger buses and Tata Sumos to precede ahead unless the army trucks reach their destinations, “said the members of the delegation, adding that this attitude of the army personnel, which they have been continuing for a long time now, has been causing a great deal of inconvenience to the common people who happen to pass through while the convoys ply on theses routes.


They said that this acts as source of anxiety for the students, teachers and other government employees who are the daily commuters on these routes. “Our children have been suffering such treatment for a long time and unfortunately nobody takes notice of theses human rights violations,” the members of the delegation said, adding,” Because of the repetition of this exercise on a regular basis, the precious time of our wards gets wasted and most of the times, they are not able to attend classes while on many occasions they end up losing one or two lectures at the higher secondary schools and colleges”, they said.


The patients, who have to go for getting treatment, also suffer in the process and they are hardly given any concession. They said that they have brought it to the notice of the concerned authorities on many occasions, but they don’t pay any heed to these repeated pleas. They appealed to the government to take urgent notice of it and save the people of Kupwara from this recurring inconvenience.

· BIJBEHARA DRIVER’S BEATING SPARKS PROTEST
'YOUTH FORCED TO CONSUME LIQUOR'
Mar 16: The beating of a Sumo driver allegedly by paramilitary CRPF troopers triggered massive demonstrations at Bijbehara in south Kashmir’s Islamabad district, local news agency KNS said. Quoting locals it said the troopers of CRPF’s 92 battalion beat up Sahriefudin Sofi, without any provocation at Sirgufwara. As the word about the incident spread in the area hundreds of people raising anti-CRPF slogans assembled on the Srinagar- Jammu highway and staged massive protests, due to which traffic on the highway remained suspended for several hours.

The KNS report said that protesters alleged that troopers had “unleashed a reign of terror” in Srigufwara and other adjoining areas forcing many youth to migrate from there. “Nocturnal raids, beating youth and harassment have become a routine,” it said.

The news agency said that protesters alleged that troopers were forcing youth to consume liquor. “Anyone who dares to defy them is subjected to third degree torture. We urge the government to rein in the troopers and save us from further humiliation and harassment,” report added.

Later sub divisional police officer, Bijbehara, reached the spot and assured the protesters that matter would be taken up with top CRPF officials. After the assurances from the officer, protesters dispersed peacefully.
· COPS BEAT TRADERS, DAMAGE VEHICLES
Mar 18: Police resorted to aerial firing in Karan Nagar area to quell protests against the alleged high-handedness of a police official. The firing created panic in the area. The State Human Rights Commission castigated the police for beating traders.
Eyewitnesses said that Station House Officer of Karan Nagar police station, Sunil Gupta, hit and damaged many motorcycles and cars of shopkeepers with his jeep. This infuriated the shopkeepers who entered into an argument with the SHO. “While they were protesting against the officer’s misconduct, policemen resorted to firing which triggered panic in the area,” witnesses said.

 
They said the police beat up scores of shopkeepers and broke the window panes of many vehicles. Shopkeepers said the SHO, an IPS officer on probation, has been recently posted in the area. “This is sheer hooliganism by the officer. He bullies us and holds out threats,” said Shafat Ahmad, a shopkeeper.

The traders staged protests against the police, seeking transfer of the official from the area. Traffic movement in the area also remained suspended for more than an hour.
When contacted, Gupta said the shopkeepers by parking their vehicles on roads had encroached on the public space. “I have asked them several times not to encroach upon the road. In the afternoon while I was passing through a lane, my vehicle scratched a car. The shopkeepers pelted stones on police and tried to lynch the policemen,” he said. He said the police fired in the air to disperse the stone-pelters.
The Traders Federation Karan Nagar condemned the ‘high-handedness’ of police and demanded action against the police official. The shopkeepers said they would observe a shutdown on March 19 and demanded a probe in the matter. “We won’t open our shops unless the matter is investigated,” the traders said.

On March 19, the State Human Rights Commission castigated the police for beating traders at Karan Nagar and directed the government and Police Department to file a factual report by month end.
Taking suo-moto cognizance of a report the Commission directed the director general of police, Kuldeep Khoda; inspector general of police, Kashmir, Dr B Srinivas; commissioner secretary, Home and district magistrate Srinagar, Mehraj Ahmad Kakroo, to furnish a report.
“This commission considers the facts of beating, firing and damaging vehicles in the news item and makes out a prime facie case for taking suo-moto notice of the matter. The SHO of Police Station Karan Nagar, Sunil Gupta, an IPS officer, has hit and damaged many motorcycles and cars of shopkeepers with his jeep which infuriated the traders who protested against his misconduct,” member SHRC, B A Tingloo, stated in his order.

 “The said police officer resorted to aerial firing also which triggered panic in the area and this all had resulted in gross human rights violation because the said conduct of state police has made the rule of law to parade as law-less law in the said area on March 18,” it said.
· CRPF ROUGHEN UP 2 RK EMPLOYEES

Mar 28: The two Rising Kashmir employees were roughed by paramilitary CRPF troopers at Press colony Srinagar. Farooq and Gulzar had gone to a local newspaper office to collect the pre-press copy for printing when paramilitary troops stopped them.


“As we entered the premises, the sentry standing there didn’t allow us. When we walked a little another CRPF official came and aiming at us he cocked his gun. He said I would not spare you.”


Another employee, Farooq said later, they fled from the spot due to scare.” While leaving, they beat us with batons” Farooq said, adding,”Somehow we managed to save our lives.”


CRPF spokesman, Prabhakar Tripathi said they would investigate about the case.

· COP BEATS RTI ACTIVIST

VICTIM REVEALS OFFICIAL HIGH-HANDEDNESS IN CHADOORA

Mar 30: A senior activist of Jammu Kashmir Right to Information Movement (JKRTI), an organization working for the implementation of RTI in the State, was beaten to pulp allegedly by police at Chadoora evoking strong criticism from the RTI activists. Nazir Ahmad Ganai of Chadoora was allegedly beaten by one Assistant Sub Inspector of Police, Chadoora Police Station Bashir Ahmad for no fault. As a result, Ganai developed fracture in his neck and his two teeth have also been damaged.

Narrating the episode to media, Ganai said: “I have been associated with RTI movement over the past five years. Chadoora is the most corrupt area of Kashmir. The officials posted there are keeping their pockets warm and allowing deforestation. I was beaten by the police official ruthlessly when I was walking near the police station.”

He said they had sought information about allotment of sheds and construction of water tank with the RTI activists suspecting embezzlement of lakhs of rupees by the officials. “A water filtration plant is defunct but officials are receiving funds for it,” Ganai said.

He said they also tried to seek information about issuance of Below Poverty Line (BPL) ration cards, but to no avail. “The BPL ration cards have been issued to government officials while the poor families have been left out. Every type of scandal is going on in Chadoora and the credit goes to the officials,” Ganai said. He added that they had sought information from the Block Development Officer (BDO) regarding the deforestation in Branwar area, but the official warned them of dire consequences.

 “We hired a person and paid him Rs. 300 for showing us where trees were being cut. We clicked the photographs of the area and informed the BDO about it, but were threatened in reply,” he said. Ganai said the ASI went berserk beating him ruthlessly.

ASI Chadoora Bashir Ahmad denied that he had beaten Ganai. “I never beat him let alone harassing him,” Ahmad said.

Meanwhile, convener RTIM, Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat Ahmad has urged the concerned MLA and Minister for Finance, Law and Parliamentary Affairs, Abdur Rahim Rather to intervene into the matter. “I want to ask him that why people who work hard for the implementation of RTI bill are treated like animals and beaten by police officials,” Bhat said.

PROTESTS
· PROTEST OVER ARREST OF YOUTH AT SALLAR

Mar 8: Hundreds of people staged anti-army demonstrations in Sallar village of south Kashmir after army arrested a youth during a cricket match.

 According to media, the trouble erupted during a cricket match between the teams of Sallar and Livar village. Major of 3 Rashtriya Rifles, who was playing for the Sallar team, when bowled out by the opposite team shortly after he came on the pitch was hooted by the spectators witnessing the match.

 Eyewitnesses told media that the hooting infuriated the major who turned furious and whisked away one of the youth identified as Shoaib Ahmad Khan, son of Abdul Razak, to the camp. Hundreds of people of Sallar and adjoining villages staged anti-army demonstrations. The protesters were demanding immediate release of the detained youth.

 Srinagar based Army spokesman, Col Uma Maheshwar told media that he was not aware of any such incident. However, he said that he’ll look into the matter.

· 16 INJURED IN OLD CITY PROTESTS

Mar 27: Pitched battles broke out between youth and paramilitary troopers of CRPF and police in several parts of old city on Friday resulting in injuries to 16 persons including seven troopers. However, the situation remained peaceful in Nowhatta which has witnessed massive protests in the past few months.

 Protests began when scores of youth, shouting pro-freedom slogans, took to streets in Rajouri Kadal and Kawdara after the Friday prayers. The youths were protesting against arrests in the city. Within no time the protesters were stopped by police and CRPF. The police and troops used tear gas on the slogan shouting youth, triggering stone pelting by the latter. The troopers fired bullets in air to quell the protests. 

Reports said four policemen and three paramilitary CRPF troopers received minor injuries in the clashes. Clashes continued till late in the evening while traffic movement was affected in the area. All shops and business establishments also went off due to clashes. Police had deployed its men in the civilian clothes in Nowhatta, Rajouri Kadal and adjoining areas.

 “The situation was relatively calm and there were only minor protests at few places,” SP North, Abdul Wahid, said. He said police have put many youth under ‘preventive detention.’ under ‘preventive detention.’

TEENAGE BOY CLAIMS POLICE SODOMISED HIM

Mar 29: A teenager boy alleged that he was sodomised by the state police on charges of stone pelting. The 12-year-old, Amir, alleged in a seminar organised by Islamic students league on ‘Stone pelting’ in a local hotel Taj in Srinagar that he was sodomised twice by six policemen in custody at Sader Police Station Srinagar last month.`

“I was sodomised in the police custody after they arrested me from Barzullah. Five of the cops came in group and later one policeman did it again,” narrated Amir in a discussion. According to Amir, he was not pelting stones at police but had just gone out on February 25 around 4:30 pm to buy bread for the family. “The policemen picked me up and few others on the pretext that we were stone pelting, “he said.


Amir alleged that he including others were tortured ruthlessly in the custody.” We were run over with a roller and petrol was doused on our naked bodies. They also hurled choicest of the abuses and invectives.”


However, Senior Superintendent Police (SSP) Srinagar, Afhadul Mujtaba speaking to media said, “Whoever was taken into custody was under legal remand and properly bailed out later. Had it been so (the boy had been sodomised) the family should have approached to proper authorities rather than going to a place where stone pelting is being propagated.”

VALLEY VIOLENCE AT ALL-TIME LOW, ARMY STARTS TO THIN OUT TROOPS
Mar 13: With violence levels in the Valley at an all-time low, the Army is relocating and thinning out troops engaged in counter-terrorism operations in Kashmir. Close to 3,000 troops deployed in the Valley have been relocated to the Line of Control with the Army moving out its 70 Infantry Brigade from Shopian in south Kashmir.

The move has taken place keeping in mind the changing “threat perception” in the Valley where militancy-related incidents have dropped to their lowest since the 1990s when the separatist movement was at its peak. The 70 Infantry Brigade was moved out in February, barely a month after Army chief General Deepak Kapoor said that barring an odd aberration, violence levels in the state had come down more than 50 per cent compared to the previous year.

Sources said the headquarters of the Shopian-based brigade, which played a decisive role in the Kargil conflict, has moved to Leh. The brigade, whose earlier role was to support the Rashtriya Rifles (RR) in counter-militancy operations in the Valley, has now been tasked to guard the border.

“Troop movements or relocations take place according to the changing security environment. It is a dynamic process,” a senior Army officer said, confirming that the brigade had been moved out of the Valley.

Even though infiltration levels came down 65 per cent last year, the Army is looking to strengthen its counter-infiltration grid along the Line of Control, given the deteriorating situation in Pakistan.

While official figures show that violence levels are at their lowest, the heavy turnout in the recent Assembly elections in the state has again underlined that militancy is on the decline in the Valley. Just over 20 militant-related incidents took place during the elections as against nearly 150 attacks that marred the 2002 polls. Srinagar, too, has not witnessed any major terror strike since 2005.

With violence levels steadily declining, paramilitary and state police forces are being assigned a larger role in maintaining security within the state. The Army, for example, has been replaced by paramilitary forces in major towns.

ARMY CONDUCTING ‘CENSUS’ 
Mar 12: At a time when Chief Minister, Omar Abdullah wants to have police on the forefront, the army is carrying out ‘mysterious census’ in north and south Kashmir. The residents of north and south Kashmir told media that small contingents of army personnel are visiting the villagers to seek minute details about the village and villagers. In past also the army and other agencies were repeating the exercise. 

“The army men seek details of each family member. They note names, age, qualification and profession of every member,” said Roheed Ahmad (name changed) of Mahind, Bijbehara in South Kashmir’s Islamabad district. The residents of many villages in Bijbehara and Pahalgam said that army started the census from last few days.

The villagers said that the army personnel have been visiting the houses during the day time when the men folk are engaged in their daily chores of life.” Men are away in offices or in fields at that time. This has caused fear psychosis among us and most of the men are now staying in their homes for the safety of the womenfolk,” said Mohammad Yousuf of Badroo, Pahalgam.

The army is also conducting the ‘census ‘in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district.” I was told to give complete information about the family.” The army men wanted to know how many male and female members are in my family. They jot down their names, educational qualification and profession in their notebook,” said a resident of Baramulla town.” The army personnel have recorded the landline and mobile numbers besides the numbers of cars,” he said.

 
Another resident of old town Baramulla, Showkat Ahmad told media,”We were scared when army men knocked at our door. We thought that they were on an operation against militants and want to search our houses. We are not able to understand why army has taken the job of civil government. We fear that our personal information would be misused,” he said.

If administration cannot stop army from conducting surveys, then it should depute some policemen from the concerned police stations with the army during the surveys,” people said.


Meanwhile, the Rashtriya Rifles personnel busy in conducting survey said they were doing it for ‘security reasons’.” We have been instructed to carry out the survey,” an RR man, who was carrying out census at Baramulla town, said.” We are gathering every detail during the survey,” he added.

Army spokesman, Col Rana told media that the army is not carrying out any census.” There is possibility that army might be acquiring information regarding prominent citizens in these areas. This is vital information for security and other reasons,” Rana said.
On March 13, contrary to the army claims that the ‘census’ carried out by them in the valley is meant for security reasons and for maintaining cordial relations with prominent citizens of the community, the operation is actually part of “perception management” intended to mould perception of people towards India.

A senior army official based in 15 corps headquarters, pleading anonymity, said the “perception management” concept was conceived by Lt Gen Dhillon, former core commander of 15 corps. “The process is carried to change the mindset of people in Valley towards army and the country. Following the proposal, the army has started gathering information regarding people living in different set of conditions in the valley,” the official revealed. He said most of the information regarding the inhabitants has been acquired from the concerned district officers.

“Wherever we found the vacuum, the army collected information on its own,” he added.

The army is gathering information especially regarding ethnic backgrounds, sects and personal details like educational status.” We are doing it so as to devise strategies to disseminate our message effectively among people living in different pockets of Valley. Army would approach them in their own customs and language,” the official said, adding, “By changing perception of people, we mean that people should identify with India. We want to tell them about the currency which they are using and items they are utilizing. We would convince them Kashmir is part of India and that it is a reality. We would tell them do not think that Pakistan would help you.” 

He said they have to take perception management project “as people residing in many areas of valley are not fully informed about their country.”

“Many people still ask us whether we are from India. They have different views of New Delhi. We want to change that,” he added. The project is also aimed to change the perception of people towards army.

“Many people are against army and want troop withdrawal. But we want to tell them RR is engaged in disturbed areas and not at places where things are normal. We want them to differentiate word trooper, which blankets all the armed forces under one banner. This would help them to understand that internal security matters are looked after by police and paramilitary and not army,” the official said.

If perception of people is managed effectively, it would help army to improve its image among people, the official believes.” The collection of information regarding people has nothing to do with election and security things. We already possess that,” he added, thereby belying the claims of Army made about the exercise.

Army has already started operation Sadhbhavna (goodwill), which officials said is intended to win hearts and minds of people by taking up social projects.

CIVILIAN CASUALTIES IN J&K CONFLICT
OFFICIAL FIGURES CONTRADICTORY
Mar 28: Intriguing variations in the official data revealed by central and state home departments respectively puts a question mark on the officially declared civilian casualty toll in Jammu and Kashmir since 1990.Significant variations between the annual accounts of the state and union home department about the number of civilian casualties lends credence to the suspicion that facts are being suppressed and figures manipulated to dupe both the national and the international public opinion.

Official statistics of civilian causalities maintained by the state home department reveal that 10,237 civilians were killed by militants from 1993 to 2004. Corresponding data for the similar length of time released by [India's] Ministry of Home Affairs in its annual reports for the respective years puts the figure at 11, 582, a significant variation of 1, 345 dead innocent civilians.

State home department says that the data of Ministry of home affairs refers to the total number of civilians killed across the state since 1990 whereas we have given detailed account of the number of civilians killed by militants. Taking this argument into account, one ponders about the identity of the killers of 1354 innocent civilians.

If the militants did not kill them, then who killed them and why? State home department argues and affirms that these unaccounted civilians were killed either in crossfire or in some blast. In short, these killings are classified under "collateral damage" category and cannot be attributed to anyone, assert the officials. But when asked to explain collateral damage, they have no answer. On the contrary, collateral damage theory fails to explain similarity in the civilian casualty figures of the state and central government for the year 1994 (820) and 1995 (1031). These figures seek an explanation and ask a simple question, why there was no collateral damage during these two years. It is the period when militancy was at its peak in the state.

11,797 militancy related incidents took place during these two years across the state and yet there was no collateral damage. A little deeper probe indicates that as per the official reports of the Union Ministry of Home Affairs, the total number of innocent civilians killed in Jammu and Kashmir since 1990 is 14,504.

Similarly, sources in the state home department assert that the figure of civilians killed by militants which is available with them is around 11,800. This leaves a gap of 2, 704 dead innocent civilians between the figures of the state and the central government putting a question mark over the classification of the innocents by the state government.

On the other side of it, if the separatists are to be believed, around 1 lakh innocent civilians have been killed in various militancy related incidents. They have been repeatedly accusing the authorities of fudging the figures. More importantly, if the civilian death toll put forth by the separatists is taken into account, authorities would have to work overnight to issue a denial of the same.

Various human rights groups have also repeatedly asserted that official figures gravely underestimate civilian casualties at the hands of the police, army and paramilitary forces. If one were to give any credence to these official figures, 42,207 people have been killed during the last twenty years which includes 21,892 alleged militants.

Issue of accurate number of the innocents killed during the last twenty years gets further compounded if one takes into account the allegations of fake encounters and subsequent arrest of some senior police officers against whom the allegations were proved during Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad's tenure.

During that period, Azad had repeatedly asserted in his speeches that "Constitution, Parliament, Legislature, law and governments are for the people and their protection. As such, any security person found guilty of killing any innocent for personal reasons like promotion, rewards or appeasement to bosses would not be spared."

It is important to state here that European Parliament passed a resolution in July 2008 that there should be an impartial investigation of unidentified mass graves in Jammu and Kashmir. Again in September 2008, this parliament asked the central government to set-up a specialist working group under the terms of the Geneva Convention.

Special Secretary Home Farooq Peer when contacted said "I have no knowledge about these figures since I do not deal with this." Chief Secretary S.S. Kapur refused to comment stating that he does not deal with this issue either. "It is better to seek answers to this query from the home department," advised Kapur.

LAND OCCUPATION

· NO COMPENSATION BY ARMY TO BARAMULLA LANDOWNERS

Mar 5: The land owners in Baramulla have said that they were being deprived of the compensation against their land occupied by the Army.

 
A delegation of residents from Khawaja Bagh, Ushkoora, Bootyar and Khanpora said that their land was occupied since 1948, when Indian Army landed in Kashmir. They said till 1988, they were being paid the rent by the Army. “In 1988, the government decided to procure the land and compensate the farmers. But since then we are neither being paid the rent nor the compensation against the procurement,” said Abdul Khaliq Shagloo.

· TROOPS ENCROACH GRAVEYARD IN MENDHAR

Mar 21: Residents of Balakoot in Mendhar Poonch are alleging that the army has desecrated graveyard by erecting several structures including two latrines and despite assurance from the Chief Minister that appropriate action will be taken nothing has been done.


According to locals the issue was brought to the notice of Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, who directed the Deputy Commissioner (DC), to visit the spot and take appropriate action. However, they allege that nothing has been done. The residents have threatened to launch massive protest in the area in case the army does not vacate the graveyard.


“The troops of 19 Dogra have taken possession of a graveyard at Balakoot in Mendhar Poonch and have been carrying out all sort of activities there,”Inayatullah Khan, Sarpanch of the area said. He said that the troops show no respect for the dead as they have erected two latrines over the graveyard.” The graveyard which spreads over 35 kanals of land was taken over by the army some three years ago and we have been raising the issue since then but no action has been taken. We will be launching a massive protest drive across the district if our demands are not met with immediately, “Khan added


Echoing Khan’s views, President Bar Association Mendhar (BAM), Basharat Ahmad Khan said that the army is violating the constitution of the India by occupying the land serving as a graveyard for the people of the area.” The army is playing with the religious sentiments of the people by illegally occupying the graveyard,” said the President BAM.


DC Mohammad Afzal Bhat said,”I have visited the spot last month and found that the graveyard is in a very bad condition. The troops have been using the land meant for burying the dead for various purposes and we have asked the Sub District Magistrate, Mendhar to provide alternate land to the troops.”


Bhat said that the issue is under the consideration of the administration and a decision will be taken soon.

· KHAIGAM RESIDENTS ALLEGE CRPF GRABBED LAND FORCIBLY IN 1989

‘RENT NEVER PAID TO OWNERS FOR PAST 20 YEARS’

Mar 23: The residents of Khaigam alleged CRPF of occupying their land forcibly in 1989 and having never paid any rent for the past 20 years.” The CRPF personnel occupied our orchards and agricultural lands 200 years back. Since then they have not paid even a penny to us as rent, said a resident Ali Mohammad Dar.


“The troopers snatched our livelihood by turning our rich orchards and fertile agricultural fields barren and never compensated for it. During the past 20 years, the troopers have killed at least five civilians from this village,” residents said.


Over 20 kanal land of the slain carpenter Ghulam Mohiuddin Malik are also under the occupation of the CRPF men. “The troopers not only rendered my family landless by occupying our land but also snatched my son from me who was the lone bread winner for the family. In this old age, he was my only support. The troopers occupy our land and then paint it with our blood,” said Muhammad Akbar Malik, father of the slain carpenter.


The residents attribute the poor economy of the village to the occupation of hundreds of kanal of orchards by troopers. “Our economy depends on horticulture but troopers who have occupied a large portion of horticulture of the village have jolted our economy, “said another resident Ali Muhammad Bhat.”The repeated representations to top officials of CRPF, army and political bigwigs for removing the camp from the area proved futile.”


The residents said that they will not only demand the withdrawal of troops from the area but also compensation of the damage troopers caused to their orchards during the past 20 years.” We will continue protests until troopers leave our village, “the residents said. Major portion of the village is occupied by 181 Bn of CRPF and 53Bn of RR.


Public Relation officer CRPF, Prabhakar Tripathi said,” We have not illegally occupied the land of villagers for establishing the camp. The land was provided to us by the State government. The villagers should approach and demand the rent of their occupied land from the State government who has provided it to us.”


PRO south Kashmir Victor force Awantipora, Col Bishnawi expressed ignorance about the occupation of land by the army at Khaigam village. “I don’t know whether the land on which the army camp has been established belongs to government or villagers, “he said.

· RENDERED HOMELESS IN HOMELAND
IN 1992, THIS FAMILY LOST ITS HOME TO CRPF OCCUPATION
Mar 27: Since the outbreak of armed uprising in the conflict ridden State, the troops have occupied hotels, cinema theatres, abandoned houses of Kashmiri Pandits, orchards and in some cases educational institutions turning Kashmir valley into a garrison. In some cases, they haven’t even spared the residential houses.

 In South Kashmir’s Islamabad town, a poor vendors’ house continues to be under the occupation of troops rendering the family homeless in its own home land. Located adjacent to ‘Good Eve’ hotel at KP Road, the house, according to family members, was forcibly occupied by the paramilitary CRPF personal in 1992 forcing the family to put up in two rented rooms at  Nai basti area of the town.

Narrating the ordeal of how the CRPF personal forced his family vacate the house before occupying it, Ghulam Nabi Malik, the house owner said, “ In early nineties when 3rd  Battalion CRPF established a camp in Good Eve hotel adjacent to my  house, they started asking me to vacate  the house which I refused every time. Then one day in June 1992, they asked me to leave the house for a night saying they had information of militants planning an attack on the Good Eve hotel where they were camped. I along with my other family members left the house on their advice and went to one of our relatives’ house who is residing in a nearby locality for a night’s stay. In the morning when it was confirmed that no attack has been carried out by the militants on the camp, we suspected a conspiracy, and decided to go back to our home only to find the house occupied by the CRPF personal.”

Recalling the moment when he and his family members saw their house occupied and a bunker erected on its terrace, Wani said, “On seeing the house occupied by the troopers all my family members fainted as they could not stand the sight of a bunker erected by the troopers on the house and concertina wire laid around it. I mustered courage to enter the house but the troopers did not allow me to enter my house and instead threatened me of dire consequences if I resisted anymore,” Wani said.

Wani’s family comprising of his wife, three daughters and a son has been putting up in a two narrow and dark rented rooms at Nai Basti Khanabal since the occupation of their house in 1992.

“Since the day, CRPF forcibly occupied our house, we have been putting up in two rented rooms for which I have to pay Rs 3000 per month as rent. The CRPF is not paying a single penny to me as rent for my seven roomed occupied house,” Wani said, adding, “I have been knocking the doors of all the ministers, and civil and police officers, but no one helped me get my house back or get the rent sanctioned in my favour.”

Although in 2006, the then Tehsildar Islamabad, after going through the revenue records, forwarded the case to Additional deputy Commissioner recommending monthly rent of Rs 8000 in Wani’s favour, but the later slashed the rent to Rs 800, which the family refused to accept.

Tehsildar in his recommendation letter, the copy of which is lying with media, states that the market value of the one kanal and 12 Marlas of land of the applicant is 14 lakhs so its monthly rent according to the present market rate amounts to Rs 8000.

“How could I accept Rs 800 as monthly rent for my seven-roomed house with 1 kannal and 12 marlas of land,” Wani said,adding,“I have been paying Rs 3000 for just two narrow dark rooms as monthly rent with just Rs 100 income a day.”
While showing a file of letters given to him by the ministers for the concerned officers, Wani said, “I fail to understand why troops don’t vacate my house. Why they have rendered my family homeless in their own homeland.”  

Wani’s wife Mubeena is more worried about her three daughters who according to her have crossed the “marriageable age.” I am not worried about myself and my husband but about my daughters who are waiting to be married even after crossing the marriageable age. My husband earns Rs 100 to 150 a day by running a stall on the roadside. Out of this meager income of Rs 3000 to 4000, we have to pay Rs 3000 as rent alone,” she said.

“Not only poverty but also being homeless hinders the marriage of my daughters. Nobody gets ready to marry my daughters when they come to know about our being homeless,” said Mubeena with tearful eyes, adding, “The troops should either vacate our house or pay the rent due to us so that I would be in a position to marry my daughters.”

Mubeena wants the Chief Minister to intervene in the matter and get their house vacated by the CRPF “to save the lives of their daughters from getting ruined.”

“If Chief Minister possesses the human heart then he should intervene personally to vacate the troops from our house or make them pay the rent due to us so that we are not forced to live the life of tenants in our homeland,” she said.

When contacted PRO CRPF, Prabhakar Tripathi told media, “There is not a single case of occupation of land, hotel or residential house by the CRPF where the rent is not being paid to the owners. We don’t directly provide the rent but give the occupational certificate to the police who later provide the rent to the owner whose land or house is under occupation”.

“I think the person who has not received any rent so far for his occupied house may not be enjoying a good relation with police due to which he has been denied the rent,” he said, adding such parties should approach the concerned DIG for getting their grievances redressed
10 HISTORIC YEARS OF MINE BAN TREATY

INDIA YET TO SIGN THE LANDMARK DISARMAMENT TREATY

Mar 3: The historic disarmament Mine Ban Treaty entered into its 10th year force on 1 March 2009. However even after ten years, India is yet to sign the treaty. India’s antipersonnel stockpile is estimated to be between four and five million, which is the fifth largest stockpile in the world. On the occasion, Indian civil society disarmament campaigners led by Control Arms Foundation of India and International Campaign to Ban Landmines members strongly urges government of India to lead the world towards peace by signing the Mine Ban Treaty and ratify the recently concluded Convention on Cluster Munitions.

Even after ten years of the entry into force of the treaty, many regions in the world continue to be mine affected. Cheap and easy to make, it was said that producing one antipersonnel mine cost Rs 50, yet once in ground it can cost more than Rs 50,000 to find and destroy. It is estimated that between 15,000 and 20,000 new casualties are caused each year due to landmines. This means 1,500 new casualties are caused each month, and more than 40 new casualties a day.

Till now, 156 States have signed the Mine Ban Treaty. India is among the small group of 39 countries which have not signed the treaty. Nine of the 13 mine producers are in Asia namely Myanmar, China, India, Nepal, North Korea, South Korea, Pakistan, Singapore and Vietnam. At the same time some armed non-state actors or armed groups also produce home-made landmines such as improvised explosive devices. India has often claimed that it has never exported or imported antipersonnel mines.  However, five Mine Ban Treaty States Parties have reported Indian-made mines in their stockpiles: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Mauritius, Sudan, and Tanzania. India states that no transfer of landmines to these countries took place.

Yet, according to the Chairman of the Lok Sabha Standing Committee on Defense, the Army de-mining forces suffered 1,776 casualties due to mines, unexploded remnants of war and IEDs between December 2001 and April 2005. According to the Landmine Monitor Report 2008, out of the 170 casualties identified in 2007, 89 were civilian casualties and 81 military.

According to Secretary General of Control Arms Foundation of India Binalakshmi Nepram, “Landmines and IED casualties dropped worldwide but it increased in India and interestingly many of the casualties were military”.  Most deaths have been reported in Jammu Kashmir along the LOC border, Manipur and Chattisgarh. The use of mines by non-state armed groups is also on the rise. “The Government of India has a responsibility for its people and needs to take a much more proactive role to control this before more innocent lives continue to be lost” adds Nepram.

India’s last major use of anti-personnel mines took place between December 2001 and July 2002 when the Indian army deployed approximately two million mines along the border with Pakistan.

 “Landmines has killed and maimed thousands in India and many more in all of South Asia. India argues that it has a very long border and many unresolved border issues that cannot be protected without landmines. But more civilians and Indian military than enemy forces are killed and maimed by landmines including children and women” says Dr. Anuradha Chenoy, Professor at New Delhi’s Jawaharlal Nehru University.

At the United Nations in 2007, India abstained from voting on UN General Assembly Resolution 62/41 calling for universalisation of the Mine Ban Treaty. In explaining its abstention, India stated, that only the “availability of military effective alternative technologies that can perform, cost-effectively, the legitimate defensive role of anti- personnel landmines” especially along the land borders would enable India to facilitate the goal of the complete elimination of anti-personnel mines”.

Many military analysts world wide and in India have also questioned the military value of landmines. Retired Ambassador Satnam Jit Singh, Diplomatic Advisor to the International Campaign to Ban Landmine, says “There is no need to wait for alternatives for India to sign the Mine Ban Treaty. Non-explosive viable alternative which do not keep harming innocent lives, long after an armed conflict is over, already exist with all armies”.  He further added that “Democratic and freedom-loving countries like India which respect and protect human rights should be in the fore-front to give lead to other countries in this respect. Right to life without fear of being killed or maimed is the most basic human right. The use of Landmines and Cluster Munitions can be given up by any country without adversely impacting its security.”

Dr. Swaran Singh, Professor, JNU also agrees, “Ten years of Ottawa Convention represent an era or hope and expectations.  Antipersonnel landmines ban is a ‘model for change’ in disarmament diplomacy for the 21st century world.  This treaty has since inspired several other initiatives in conventional disarmament where civil society, non-governmental organizations, and policy networks have clearly come to take the lead and pressed negotiations in terms of humanitarian laws.”

Indian civil society organizations led by Control Arms Foundation of India and several others are thus joining campaigners from 50 countries is taking action this week to once again draw the world’s attention to the horrific consequences of the landmines and cluster bombs to call for renewed efforts towards a mine-free world.

ARMY LANDMINES POSE RISK TO LOCALS

Mar 4: Violence may have witnessed substantial decline in Kashmir over the years, but many areas of Valley are still heavily mined posing grave threat to humans and livestock. Army plants landmines in the peripheries of its camps to prevent attacks from militants. In due course however they become death traps for people and animals passing through the area.  

The problem resurfaced last week with two youths sustaining critical injuries after they stepped on anti-personal mines planted by the Army. Muhammad Younis, a 14-year-old boy, was seriously injured after he stepped on a hidden landmine in Bagyal Dhara area of Poonch.Another person, Ghulam Mohammad Lone of Magam Handwara was injured after he came in contact with an anti-personal mine.

 Giving details, SP Handwara, Rafiq Ahmad said the mine was planted around OP post of 33 RR Camp in 84-85 forest compartment of Magam. He said the landmines have been laid around the Army posts to prevent militant attacks.” Nobody ventures in these areas. Ghulam Mohammad had gone to steal iron bars from the camp when the mine exploded,” Ahmed said.

“The Army is definitely using mines in Kashmir,” believes Parvez Imroz of Coalition of Civil Society, which has prepared a report for International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL).“They are using landmines in their camps spread across the valley especially in frontier areas,” he added.

Imroz said the Army started planting mines in the populated areas following fidayeen attacks on its camps.” The areas around the camps were heavily mined to prevent possible militant attacks. This lead to killing of scores of cattle’s and injuring many people in border and plain areas,” Imroz said.

  
  Stating that most of the mined areas in Kashmir are not marked, he said people cannot identify the areas where mines are laid. “Furthermore people inhabiting these areas are being pressurized not to divulge the issue to media,” he said. Blaming the armed forces of landmine mishaps, Imroz said, “During our ICBL campaign, the militants agreed that they would not be using landmines. But it was shocking when the army refused to adhere to our appeal.”

Meanwhile, spokesman of 15 corps, Lt Col Rana told media they would investigate the matter. “As a policy, we do not plant mines around populated areas. However, even if we plant them, we warn people and erect sign boards,” he said.Rana, however, admitted they have mined areas along the Line of Control. About the Handwara incident, he said they are investigating whether it was Army or militants who had mined the area.

200 LANDMINES EXPLODE ON LOC
Mar 12: A forest fire triggered by landmine blasts near Line of Control (LoC) continues to rage for the second day and is threatening to engulf everything which comes its way including the dwindling wildlife in Poonch district of Jammu region, official sources said, adding, the fire erupted at around 1900 hours last night in compartment number 145 at Balakote in Mendhar area of district Poonch and since then it continues to grow stronger.

“About 200 to 250 explosions took place on the other side of Loc, during the night hours, in Mendhar sector of Poonch,”an official source said. The major forest fire is said to be the cause of Landmine blasts, the frequency of which was very high between 2300 to 0100 hrs in the night, the sources said.

“Trees spread over more than a kilometer have perished so far and the fire continues to grow stronger, ”Nazir Ahmad, concerned block officer of the forest department said, adding that the area is under the control of 5 Assam regiment of the army and lies close to the Raj Takeri Forward (438) post.

The fire, sources said, is threatening to engulf everything which comes in its way.” Extreme heat has also led to the detonation of eight mines planted on the border leading to death of several wild animals,” the sources added.

According to Nazir Ahmad, block officer, the area has thick forest cover with ‘Cheer’ trees and is home to precious wildlife animals including Hiran (Deer) Cheetah besides birds including the Peacock.” The heat generated by the fire is so intense that we have been unable to access the area besides our rescue work has been hampered by the presence of mines in the area. The army authorities are asking for written assurance on part of any casualty to the staff. ”Nazir Ahmad said adding,”Only rain can prevent the fire from spreading, which is most unlikely. It may stop on reaching the other side as the streams flowing towards Pakistan can prove an impediment to the fire. In case the fire spreads from road side, we have kept our staff ready to face any challenge and we are ready to stop it.”

According to sources, another victim of this fire is likely to be the border fence on the Loc.” The extreme heat generated by the fire could damage the pillars and even melt the iron wires leading to a hole in the border fence,” the sources said.

Army’s spokesman in Jammu expressed ignorance about any such incident.” There are no such reports,” he said.


Interestingly, P.K Bhat, SDM Mendhar said,” The area is under the control of the army and civil administration is unable to intervene.”

‘TAKE RS 1 LAKH, WITHDRAW CASE AGAINST ARMY’
FAKE-ENCOUNTER VICTIMS’ KIN COMPENSATED, WITH A CONDITION
Mar 23: The state Government has finally paid compensation to the families of three persons allegedly killed in a fake encounter by army 12 years back. But the compensation of Rs 1 lakh besides promise of a job has come with a condition- they will not move further in the case involving army. However the families are still demanding action against the army unit responsible for the killings in September 1997. The case is still under investigation and the DNA report of the bodies is yet to come from a Kolkatta lab.


Farooq Ahmed, the brother of Muhammad Aziz, says for the past two years police was harassing and pressurizing them to withdraw the case against army.” Some days back we were given Rs. 1 lakh by the district administration and we have been asked not to move further in the case,” he said.


 “We are unable to understand that if our people were not killed by army why the government is compensating us? We appeal the Chief Minister to order re-investigation of the case,” said Farooq, adding he will not relax till the killers of his brother are not booked.

BRIEF CASE HISTORY

 Soldiers of 18 Dogra army unit, then stationed in Peer Badesar area of Rajouri district, had picked up three civilians- Abdul Aziz, Muhammad Yousuf and Muhammad Aziz, from village Kot Dhara and later killed them in a fake encounter near Loc. The three were buried across the fence in No-Man’s Land near Kancha Post in two separate pits. The police had not even entered a missing report in its records till the matter came to light in March, 2007.


 After moving from pillar to post for 10 years, the families came to know through a source that all the three missing persons were killed by army. They approached the then DM Rajouri, Perveiz Ahmed Malik, with a written complaint. The DM ordered police to investigate the matter. Three months later, police opened one of the pits and recovered a skeleton along with clothes in pieces. Identifying a piece of cloth, wife of one of the missing persons, Bago Begum, claimed that the recovered body was that of her husband, Muhammad Yousuf. However, the police sent the samples for DNA test, the report for which is still awaited.

 
That government has compensated these families under ‘missing quota.’ As per the norms the families of the missing persons are compensated after 10 years of search from the date the missing report is lodged. However, the missing report of these persons was lodged only two years ago.
ALLEGING HARASSMENT BY SPOS, WOMAN ATTEMPTS SELF IMMOLATION
Mar 16: While a 20-year-old divorced woman immolated herself due to alleged harassment by two Special Police Officers (SPOs) at Lohai Malhar area of Kathua district, police claimed to have arrested both accused and registered abetment to suicide case against them. The arrested SPOs have been identified as Gul Mohammad of Lohai Malhar and Latief of Koti Chandyar (Billawar).

A case FIR number 12 of 2009 under section 109, 309 and 306 RPC has been registered against them in Police Station Billawar. Police have also seized their mobile phones and to ascertain their phone call details.

Police said a woman, who attempted self-immolation by pouring kerosene oil in Lohai Malhar area tehsil Billawar in Kathua district on March 14, succumbed to her burns at the Government Medical College hospital on March 16.

Identified as Shahnaz Akhtar, daughter of Mohammad Ashraf, a resident of village Lohai Malhar, received 80 per cent burns and she was hospitalized. Her condition continued to deteriorate and she breathed her lost on March 16," police claimed. The victim had been divorced by her husband and was putting up at her parental house.

The victim while talking to media on March 15 alleged that she took this extreme step due to harassment by two Special Police Officers (SPOs) Gul Mohammad of Lohai Malhar and Latief of Koti Chandyar (Billawar). "SPO Latief was making frequent phone calls to me and he was pressurizing me to marry him", she added that SPO Gul Mohammad - a surrendered militant was assisting him.

"They were threatening me with dire consequences and on March 14, they threatened to kidnap me from my house. I reported the matter to the concerned Station House Officer (SHO) but he failed to take any action against the erring SPOs", she maintained.

Irked over the frequent threats of SPOs, the victim doused herself with kerosene and set herself ablaze. She was shifted to the District Hospital Kathua on March 15 from where she was referred to the GMC hospital, Jammu. “A case has been registered in this connection and the matter is being investigated," senior police officer from Kathua said.

ACCUSED CRPF CONSTABLE AWARDED LIFE IMPRISONMENT
Mar 21: A division bench of State high court upheld the sentence of life-imprisonment awarded by the Court of Session judge Budgam to a CRPF constable who had allegedly committed murder of his platoon commander. The murder had taken place on January 8, 2001 when the accused Balbir Singh was on guard at the residence of former Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad at Hyderpora. The accused had opened fire with his self-loading rifle (SLR) on his Platoon Commander Harvinder Thakur and colleague constable P.A Naidu critically. While Naidu was killed on the spot, Thakur also succumbed to the injuries on way to the hospital.


The accused thereafter ran away from the place of occurrence leaving behind his SLR but was later arrested by the police from the house of a civilian. According to the prosecution story, irked over the short supply and distribution of meat to the Jawans, the appellant had opened fire with his SLR, hitting his Platoon commander and constable.


After completion of the investigation, challan was presented in the court of Principal Sessions Judge Budgam.Court awarded life-imprisonment and fine of Rs 5000.Against this order of sentence; the accused filed an appeal before the state high court. Division bench comprising of Justice JP Singh and Justice Hali after hearing Advocate MS Latief appearing for the appellant and Deputy Advocate general N.H. Shah who appeared for the State observed that the appellant knew about the consequences of his act. It further stressed that the accused resorted to unprovoked firing causing death and bodily injuries. 


DB further held that Principal Sessions judge, Budgam had properly appreciated the evidence and his findings, judgement of conviction and order of Sentence do not call for any interference in appeal. Accordingly, accepting Confirmation and confirming the sentence awarded by court below, appellant’s Appeal was dismissed.


Sessions Judge Budgam on October 26, 2007 and November 6, 2007 had awarded life-imprisonment to the accused.

FORMER MILITANTS UNDER SCANNER
TERM FREQUENT VERIFICATIONS AS HARASSMENT
Mar 5: Police and army have resumed verification process about the former militants across the Valley. The families of former militants residing in Srinagar are concerned with frequent visits of personnel from local police stations to inquire about them.

“Policemen came twice to my home to ascertain my whereabouts. They questioned me about my job and my current engagements,” a former militant, residing in Barzulla area said. He said the police inquiry left his family worried.” They thought I would be rearrested,” he said, adding that this is the first time police has inquired about him.

Another former militant said his father was summoned to Bemina police station.” They investigated about me. I am not a political worker. I am doing my daily wage work,” he said.

The former militants termed the police “verification” as harassment. They said the police call them either by issuing notices or by summoning their relatives or by directly visiting their homes. In Srinagar the verification process is being vigorously pursued to ascertain the identities of former militants. The police is also investigating about people who left gun to join separatist ranks. In villages, the task is done by army. They summon former militants every week.

“On every Sunday we are ordered to attend a local RR camp,” Abdul Qadeer, chairman of Peoples Rights Movement - an organization of former militants. “They mark our attendance and then let us go. They also inquire about our current activities and keep a close watch on us,” Qadeer said.

He termed it as worst humiliation meted out to former militants. “With frequent verifications we are constantly under mental stress.  We are not able to move freely. Due to adverse verifications we are not even able to secure a job,” he said.

Meanwhile, a senior police officer said they are doing the verification only where it has not been done in the past.

“There is nothing serious. We are tabulating certain areas which were left out in the past. We are collecting information about former militants and other people for effective policing. It is just to for police records and to update our information regarding people,” the police officer said.

SSP Srinagar, Afhad-ul-Mujtaba while confirming about the verification process undertaken in the city termed it as a routine exercise. “This is not a new happening. The verification is being done on different intervals of time to keep such people under surveillance,” Mujtaba said.

Spokesman of the 15 corps of army, Lt Col Rana said, “Former militants are requested to attend camps for a minimum period of time. We are doing it to keep record of these people so that they are not misguided.”

TADA COURT MOVES FAST TO CONVICT FORMER MILITANTS
WE CAME OVER GROUND AFTER PROMISES IN JAIL: JAVED MIR
Mar 13:  Jammu and Kashmir’s TADA court has of late quickened the disposal of cases pertaining to various militancy related incidents especially murder of VIPs during 1990s. The court has recently convicted two former Kashmiri militants, one getting the lifer and the other jail for nineteen years. The quick disposal, hitherto very unusual, has worried former Kashmiri militants who had eschewed the path of violence and came over ground in the middle of 1990s.

Javed Ahmad Mir who was the founder leader of militancy and retired from gun life in 1995 claims that a huge gamut of Indian civil society as also UK MPs and leaders from US state department made a beeline to Kashmir during early days of militancy and started persuading the militant leadership to switch from insurgency to the mode of peaceful agitation.

“When we were active on militant front in early 1990s, civil society members from India, Parliamentarians from European Union, a delegation of MPs from UK led by Dan Buston and US Secretary of state Ms Robin Raphael persuaded us to follow the non-violent path acknowledging our stand on the Kashmir issue,” Mir told media.

According to Mir noted personalities from India including Justice Sachar, Kuldip Nayyar, Tapan Bose, Ram Jethmalani, Rasgotra, R K Mishra, Nirmala Deshpande and International Red Cross met him and other militant leaders from 1991 to 1993 to persuade them to ‘shun violence.’

“They even met us in the torture centres and jails after our arrests to influence us to change the mode of struggle. Civil society of India, EU and UK parliamentarians assured us of the secured life if we adopt the peaceful way to fight for our rights,” said the former JKLF chief commander, adding, “The civil society members and EU and UK parliamentarians assured to support us in case we fight peacefully for resolution of Kashmir issue.”

The said court had recently re-opened the TADA cases of Mohammad Maqbool Tantray and Ayoub Dar and sentenced Tantray for 19 years and awarded lifer to Dar. Mir too fears conviction as he is under trial in connection with the firing on Air Force officials in early 1990s.

 “There are some 15000 to 20000 former militants, who have shunned path of violence. They have become the easy target of the state and this cannot help in restoring peace in the State”, he said.

Stating that they laid the foundation of the non violent movement, Mir said, “After JKLF announced cease-fire he went ahead with a peaceful campaign. He staged sit-ins and went fasting for days together. Many influential people approached him during these programs. Indian Prime Minister only last year appealed him to end the hunger strike. But now for mere vote bank politics, we all are being targeted,” he said adding that the government had put behind bars Bita Karate and Bilal Sidiqui, who were released after 17 and 16 years of detention respectively, for playing active role to organise anti-India demonstrations last year.

Most of the former militants are facing trial in TADA courts.  “When Government of India has abolished TADA law, I fail to understand how come people in Kashmir are still punished under this law,” said Mir.

Supporting Mir’s argument, legal expert and senior counsel Zafar Shah said, “Government cannot reopen the case if it has earlier been closed because TADA law has already lapsed”.He, however, said, “If the offence was committed before the lapse of TADA and challan was not produced till date then the government can reopen the cases.”

Over past many years, Muhammad Ayoub, Farooq Qasid, Nazir Qasid, Mehmood Topiwala of Kangan, Muhamamd Akbar Bhat of Doda, Ghulam Mohiuddin of Sopore, Engineer Muhammad Afzal Kumhar of Pattan, Hilal Ahmed of Islamabad, Mehraj ud din of Budgam, Adil Ahmed of Islamabad, Mukhtar Ahmed and Gulzar Ahmed of Pattan and from Pakistani side of Kashmir Ishfaq Ahmed, Qari Nasir, Nazir Ahmed Khan and Khalid Mahmood Pahalwaan have been awarded rigorous imprisonment.

EXPLOSIONS
· VILLAGER INJURED IN LANDMINE

Mar 2: A villager Ghulam Muhammad Lone was injured when a landmine laid around an army post of 33 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) at magam Handwara, exploded.
· TWO BLASTS ROCK SRINAGAR

Mar 4: Two grenade blasts rocked Srinagar as militants made an abortive bid on the life of SHO Saddar Police Station and a failed attempt to target the Rajbagh police station, official sources said.

Militants hurled a grenade towards the vehicle of SHO Saddar Police Station Feroz Qadri at Lal Nagar in Chanapora area while he was on his way to Bagh-e-Mehtab on routine visit of his area of jurisdiction, the sources said. Several cops and his personal guards accompanied Qadri when the attack took place. Although the police officer escaped unhurt in the attack, two policemen received minor injuries in the attack.

Reports said minutes later, another grenade was hurled towards Raj Bagh Police Station. However, the device exploded without causing any damage.However, no militant outfit has owned the responsibility of the grenade attacks
· 4 INJURED IN TWO BLASTS
Mar 6: Four persons including a couple and two security personnel were injured in two separate grenade explosions in Doda and Ramban districts while security forces defused a mine in Mandi area of Poonch district.

Official sources said militants hurled a grenade towards the house of Arafat Ahmad Goni at village Chinote in Baderwah tehsil of Doda district. A couple Farooq Ahmed and his wife Shameema were injured as the grenade exploded inside the house.

Another grenade was thrown by the militants on a patrol party of security forces at Gora Gali in Gool area of Ramban district last night causing injuries to two Army personnel. The injured Jawans have been identified as Naik Verinder Singh and Sepoy Parmod Kumar.
Meanwhile, security forces averted a major tragedy by detecting and defusing a mine planted by the militants at Sheen Dara road in Mandi area of Poonch district.

· ARMY JAWAN KILLED IN LANDMINE BLAST

Mar 6: One Army jawan was killed and other sustained injuries when they accidentally stepped over a landmine in the forward area of Pallanwala. The Jawans were patrolling near border pillar number 66, when the incident took place. One Jawan of 12 SIKH LI Regiment died on the spot while another sustained injuries. The deceased Jawan has been identified as Sepoy Amrit Pal Singh, 25, of Amritsar and the injured as Lance Naik Manjit Singh, 25 of Punjab.

Defence PRO, however, said while carrying out area maintenance, one mine got activated resulting one fatal causality in general area Pallanwala, Jammu.
· TROOPER INJURED IN GRENADE BLAST 
Mar 11: A paramilitary CRPF trooper was injured in a grenade explosion in city center, police said.

 
A police spokesman said that unknown persons hurled the device at a bunker of CRPF 144 battalion at Hari Singh High Street. The device exploded with a big bang injuring a trooper, M Chokah.  Eyewitnesses said that soon after the blast, the troopers and policemen cordoned off the area and conducted searches.

· MORTAR SHELL EXPLOSION INJURES 2

Mar 15: Two persons were injured when they ventured into an army firing range at Pallanwan, Jammu, a police spokesman said. Two villagers Preetam Ram and Rachpal Sharma accidentally walked into the firing range on Mar 14, when practice session was on.” As they were crossing the field mortar shell exploded injuring the duo.”

A police officer said that the militants wanted to target convoy of army, which had to pass through the area.
· TROOPER INJURED IN EXPLOSION  

Mar 28: A trooper identified as Meku of the Assam Rifles was injured in a land mine explosion at Nato Kerni forest in Jammu’s Poonch district.
OFFICIAL STATEMENTS
· GOVT WORKING TOWARDS AFSPA WITHDRAWAL: OMAR
Mar 2: Chief Minister Omar Abdullah reiterated that the coalition government would certainly take steps to scrap Armed Forces Special Power Act (AFSPA) "as and when the situation improves in the state".

"Regarding AFSPA withdrawal, I've already made my stand clear. I've made a commitment to the people that this would happen as and when the situation improves. Day is not far off when we would able to scrap AFSPA. At the same time, I assure that there won't be any injustice with the armed forces. They were given these powers to deal with the unusual situation. Now even the forces admit that they don't need these powers. It's just a question of time and we need to wait for that. Unfortunately Bomai like incidents can prolong this wait," Chief Minister added citing the example of Punjab where after improvement in the situation these draconian laws were revoked.

On the question of cross-border terrorism, he averred that the situation had improved, "yet we've not reached the state where we can say that the problem has ended. Still there are 800 militants active in the state out of them 30-35 percent are local." He said these militants would have to come to the mainstream. Omar maintained that the relations with Pakistan should also improve for lasting peace in the region.

· SURRENDER BY 551 MILITANTS IN J&K SINCE 2004: OMAR
Mar 4: As many as 551 militants have surrendered before different authorities in Jammu and Kashmir since the implementation of the new surrender policy in the state in 2004, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah told the State Assembly.

Giving this information in a written reply to a question put up by Sakina Itoo of the National Conference (NC) in the House, the Chief Minister, however, said none of the surrendered militant has been provided a government job. 
In reply to another question by Shameem Firdous of NC, the Chief Minister said it is not a fact that relatives of persons accused of or involved in militant activities are facing hardships in obtaining Home department NOCs for preparation of various documents.

The procedure for grant of NOCs from the Home department has been streamlined so as to ensure that undue hardships are avoided in the case of those travelling for genuine reasons, he said.
· ADDITIONAL 6,000 VACANCIES TO BE FILLED: CHIDAMBARAM
March 18: The Home Minister, “Chidambaram said,” the state police have a total sanctioned strength of 79, 275, including five police battalions that have been sanctioned recently. There are some additional 6,000 vacancies that will be filled by the end of this year. We have already issued two selection lists and after the model code of conduct is over, further selection lists will be announced .By 2010, the state police will be at its full level.”
· NO TIME-FRAME FOR AFSPA REVOCATION: OMAR
Mar 26: The Chief Minister Omar Abdullah while talking to reporters at 7-Race Course Road said, “when the situation is conducive, the Indian government will repeal AFSPA themselves. I have not set any timeframe for its revocation.”

Omar contradicted Army Chief Gen Deepak Kapoor’s statement that infiltration had increased. “There has been no increase in infiltration in the state. What happened in Kupwara is that the infiltration attempt was stopped. This is not the first time militants have entered the state, but also not the last time.”

SUICIDES BY TROOPS
· ARMY JAWAN COMMITS SUICIDE
Mar 8: An Army jawan of the Rashtriya Rifles (RR) allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle in the Doda district. He has been identified as Sepoy Atul Kumar Tiwari resident of Madhya Pradesh (MP) posted with 8 RR shot himself with service weapon while he was on duty. Police has started investigations and cases have been registered in the concerned police station.
· TROOPER ENDS LIFE
Mar 9: A trooper of Territorial Army committed suicide, police said. A police spokesman said the head constable Surinder Singh No. 10362961 of 126 TA presently posted at B B Cant, shot himself dead with his own service weapon. Police has registered a case in this regard.
KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF MARCH-2009

	DATE
	SOLDIERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	Mar 01
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 02
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 03
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 04
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 05
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 06
	1
	-
	1
	-

	Mar 07
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 08
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 09
	1
	2
	1
	-

	Mar 10
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 11
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 12
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 13
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 14
	-
	5
	-
	-

	Mar 15
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Mar 16
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 17
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 18
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Mar 19
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 20
	-
	3
	-
	-

	Mar 21
	4
	2
	-
	-

	Mar 22
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Mar 23
	4
	6
	1
	-

	Mar 24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mar 25
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Mar 26
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Mar 27
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Mar 28
	-
	3
	-
	-

	Mar 29
	1
	1
	-
	-

	Mar 30
	1
	2
	-
	-

	Mar 31
	-
	1
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	13
	32
	4
	0

	                                                         IN TOTAL
	49 Killings


PROBES AND ENQUIRIES ORDERED IN THE MONTH OF MARCH 09
	INCIDENT 
	VICTIM 
	AGENCY INVOLVED 
	ENQUIRY ORDERED BY 
	BRIEF DETAIL OF INCIDENT 

	Killing
	Ghulam Mohiudin Malik (Carpenter)

S/o Mohammad Akbar Malik

R/o Khaigam,

Pakherpora,

Pulwama
	Paramilitary CRPF troopers of 181 battalion
	Mar 20: The government ordered a probe into the killing of Ghulam Mohiudin. The deputy commissioner of Pulwama, Ishtiyaq Ahmad Ashai, said the additional deputy commissioner of Pulwama, Aadil Rashid Naqash, had been asked to probe the killing and submit his report within 10 days.
	Mar 18-09: Paramilitary CRPF troopers of 181 battalion allegedly shot dead Ghulam Mohiudin Malik at Khaigam 

Local version: Troopers of 181 battalion CRPF summoned the numberdar of the village Nazir Ahmed Magray, to their camp and asked him to accompany them to search the victim’s house. Troopers barged into Malik’s house and started beating up the inmates mercilessly. Some of the troopers went to the attic and fired upon Mohiudin. 

         Public relation officer, CRPF, Prabhakar Triphati, said, “Troopers had received a tip-off about presence of two militants in the village. That’s why troopers asked numberdar to accompany them. As the search party was heading towards the village, militants present there opened fire, which was retaliated triggering a brief encounter. However, militants managed to escape from the spot. After the troopers conducted the searches they found the body of the carpenter. He was killed in cross firing.”

           Locals termed CRPF’s version as a “blatant lie.” “Had it been a search operation, police would have accompanied them. They had cordoned off the victim’s house with the intention to kill him,” they said.

On March 29, district administration inquiry indicted CRPF troopers, the ongoing police investigations too have held paramilitary troopers responsible for killing of 38-year-old person.




CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS

Mar 1: Dead body of 33-year-old Mohd Ashraf, son of Abdul Ghani, resident of village Dalbha, Gool area of tehsil Mahore was recovered from a nallah in Budan area of tehsil Mahore in district Reasi.He was missing since Feb 28.Police has initiated proceedings under Section 174 Cr PC.

Mar 2: A villager identified as Ghulam Muhammad Lone was injured when a landmine laid around an army post of 33 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) at Magam Handwara, exploded.
Mar 3: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.
Mar 4: Two police personnel were injured when unidentified militants lobbed a grenade at police gypsy at Chanapora.

Mar 5: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Mar 6: One youth identified as Shahid Ahmad Ahangar of Jogi-Lanker Rainawari was killed and 30 others injured when troopers opened fire at protestors in Nowhatta. The protestors were demanding release of detained Hurriyat leaders at Nowhatta in the old city after Friday prayers. Another youth, Shabir Ahmad Baba son of Muhammad Maqbool of Buchpora was critically injured when a CRPF Gypsy passing through Nowhatta crushed him. Meanwhile, one army jawan was killed and another injured when they accidentally stepped over a landmine in the forward area of Pallanwalla, Jammu. The deceased jawan has been identified as Sepoy Amrit Pal Singh, 25 and the injured as Lance Naik Manjit Singh, 25.

Mar 7: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.
Mar 8: An Army jawan of 8 RR, Atul Kumar Tripathi, allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle in Doda district.

Mar 9: Security forces claimed to have killed two top militants of Hizb-ul-Mujahideen (HM) outfit in a fierce gun battle in Ramban district. The slain militants have been identified Abdul Majid son of Rustam Manhas of Gundi Asthan Marg and Mohammad Altaf son of Qamal Din Manhas of Bhimdessa Gool. Meanwhile, a trooper of Territorial Army identified as head constable Surinder Singh No. 10362961 of 126 TA presently posted at B B Cant shot himself dead with his own service weapon. In another incident, police claimed to have recovered dead body of Ghulam Rasool Sheikh of Nowgam, Syedpora in suspicious conditions at Sonawar. A case has been registered in this regard. A Sarpanch was killed by some unidentified militants in Mahore area of Reasi district. He was identified as Noor Hussain, son of Dulla Khan of village Lancha, tehsil Mahore.

Mar 10: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Mar 11: A paramilitary CRPF trooper identified as M Chokah was injured when unidentified persons hurled a grenade at a bunker of CRPF 144 battalion at Hari Singh High Street.

Mar 12: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Mar 13: At least 15 persons including some cops were injured in fresh clashes in Nowhatta.The protesters were demanding action against the CRPF personnel responsible for killing of a youth in Nowhatta on Mar 6.

Mar 14: Army claimed to have killed three militants of Lashkar-e-Toiba in Sarwa village of Kishtwar area. The slain militants were identified as Bilal Ahmad alias Rizwan of Gundana Doda and Abdullah Gauri alias Abdullah Ghazanvi,a Pakistani militant and Shabir Ahmad alias Salama alias Abu Annan son of Gander Naik of Prem Nagar,Doda.Meanwhile,in another gunfight in Handwara,Kupwara,two more militants of Lashkar-e-Toiba were killed. One of the militant was identified as Shabir Ahmad Rather of Yaripora, Kulgam.

Mar 15: Border Security Forces (BSF) claimed to have gunned down a Pakistani intruder on Indo-Pak International Border (IB) in R S Pura Sector of Jammu district. The identity of intruder could not be ascertained and nothing incriminating documents or currency was recovered from him. An FIR has been lodged and body of the intruder was handed over to the police.

Mar 16: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley. 
Mar 17: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley. 
Mar 18: Paramilitary CRPF troopers of 181 battalion allegedly shot dead a carpenter, Ghulam Mohiudin Malik 32, son of Muhammad Akbar Malik at Khaigam, Pakherpora in Pulwama district.

Mar 19: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.
Mar 20: Police claimed to have killed three militants in an encounter with a joint party of policemen and troopers in Chokibal forests of Kupwara.

Mar 21: Army Major identified as Mohit Sharma of 1-Para regiment along with three troopers was killed in an encounter in Hafruda. The death toll in the ongoing encounter near Line of Control (LoC) in Kupwara district in North Kashmir has risen to five as two more infiltrators were gunned down by the Army, Defence officials said.

Mar 22: Army claimed to have killed a militant in the ongoing gun battle in the Shamaswari forest range of Kupwara district.

Mar 23: Five militants and four soldiers were killed in the ongoing encounter in Shamaswari forest range of Kupwara district. In another encounter in South Kashmir Shopian district, a militant of Hizbul Mujahideen was killed during a gunfight with a joint team of police and 62 Rashtriya Rifles in Ratnipora area. The slain militant has been identified as Sheraz Ahmad resident of Pandochan in Shopian district. Meanwhile, unidentified gunmen shot dead a man while he was asleep inside his house in Bandipora district. The deceased has been identified as Manzoor Waza, son of Habibullah.

Mar 24: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Mar 25: A militant identified as Wasim Bhai commander of Jaish-e-Muhammad was killed in an encounter with police and troops at Arin in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district while the LeT commander, identified as Abdullah was killed at Dorsoo village in Kupwara. 

Mar 26: Army claimed to have killed a militant in an encounter in Gurez sector of Bandipora district.Meanwhile, a militant was killed in an encounter at Hatchimarg, Handwara.

Mar 27: Security forces claimed to have killed one militant in Dharamsal area of Nowshera in Rajouri district.He has been identified as Abu Zaid of Doda. Meanwhile, an unidentified body of a 75-year old man was found in an orchard in Nadimarg in Kupwara district.

Mar 28: Police claimed to have killed two unidentified militants in Kamal forest range at Tral in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district. A trooper also sustained injuries. Meanwhile; an unidentified militant was killed in an ongoing encounter between the militants and the troopers at Kalakote in Jammu’s Rajouri district. 

Mar 29: Troops and police claimed to have killed a commander of Lashkar-e-Toiba in an encounter in Lolab area in border district of Kupwara. The slain militant has been identified as Abu Bakr. Meanwhile, a trooper injured in a gunfight with militants in South Kashmir on March 28, succumbed to his injuries today. The deceased jawan has been identified as Sepoy Rumpum Gogi.

Mar 30: Police claimed to have killed two foreign militants of Jaish-e-Muhammad in a gunfight in Shopian district. The slain militants were identified as Abu Hamza and Abdullah Pathan. Meanwhile, an army jawan was killed after being ambushed by the militants in Gulabgarh area of Mahore in Reasi district. The deceased jawan has been identified as Naik Lalngaish Julal of Izol Mizoram.

Mar 31: An unidentified militant was killed in an encounter with Army troops in Lalpura area of Kupwara district in North Kashmir.
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The Army had informed the inquiry officer that the local police chowki and the officer on duty were informed about militant movement in the area,” said an official to the inquiry report. “But when the police officer deposed before the inquiry officer, he denied having any such information”.


The inquiry officer had pointed out that not a single pistol fire cartridge was recovered from the spot, thus rubbishing the Army’s claim.


The inquiry officer has said that the troopers did not also follow the Standards Operation Procedures (SOP) during the incident.


Army opened fired at the civilians and the bullet wounds were found above the chest level.





SOLDIERS, IKHWANIS HARASS RESIDENTS


Residents of Bomai said army was threatening them with dire consequences if they deposed before the inquiry committee appointed by the government. The residents demonstrated against the troopers of 22 Rashtriya Rifles battalion and the government gunmen sponsored by them, accusing the soldiers of harassing and intimidating them during nights by throwing stones and shouting threats.


 On March 1, the deputy commissioner Baramulla Baseer Khan visited the village in connection with the enquiry. He assured the residents that a free and fair probe would be held to ascertain the facts about the incident. Locals said that as soon as the DC left the village, a group of 22-RR troopers arrived in the village in three vehicles with “bad intention.”


 “For past few days our houses are being attacked by the troopers and Ikhwanis (government sponsored militiamen). We are living under a constant threat; if anything happens to us, army would be responsible for it,” said Hakeem-ur-Rehman, chairman of the Coordination Committee, the local committee formed to seek justice for the families of the two killed youths.





EU TAKES NOTE OF BOMAI KILLINGS


Mar 2: The visiting European Union Troika Mission delegation said it has taken cognizance of the recent killing of two youth in Army’s unprovoked firing at Bomai, Sopore, and will report it in its annual report. Talking to media, the four-member European delegation said it will report the Bomai killings.


“The Sopore killing has been widely reported and we will definitely mention it in our reports,” said Ambassador Czech Republic, Hynek Kmonicek, who also heads the delegation Kmonicek. 





Police has rejected the CRPF claims that the carpenter was killed in cross firing. 





Deputy inspector general of police, Rajesh Kumar, told media, “They didn’t inform police prior to the incident. Yes, they have violated the SOP again.”





CRPF spokesman, Prabhakar Tripathi said, “During preliminary investigations it was established that the deceased carpenter was not a militant. It was found that there were some flaws in the operation and accordingly we suspended four of our men”





The detained CRPF personnel were the assistant commandant, Chatturvedi of New Delhi, and six troopers, including Manzoor Ahmad Bhat of Handwara, Samiullah Pandit of Pulwama, and Abilok Singh of Ludhiana.











On March 29, district administration inquiry indicted CRPF troopers. 
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