Editorial:

A GOOD INITIATIVE
The cold blooded murder of two youth at Bomai by troops of Rashtriya Rifles (RR) is shocking but not unusual. The RR tops the list of perpetrators in Jammu Kashmir. Bomai was in news in September 2003 over the gruesome killing of a groom namely, Tahir Mushtaq Shah, son of Ghulam Hassan Shah. The groom, who had not completed his studies yet, was arrested from his home on his wedding day. An IED (Improvised Explosive Device) was tied to him which was later detonated in the forests of Yambarzalwari. The blast ripped through the body of the youth.  That gory incident triggered wide-scale protests for weeks in the area. A little later, the family members with the help of PCHR filed a writ petition in the High Court for bringing the perpetrator Major Rajiv of 22 RR to justice. The petition was filed by the bride turned widow, Afroza. But unfortunately, after sometime, the widow and the relatives lost interest as normally happens when the perpetrators influence the survivors sometimes by promising compensation and at   times by intimidation. The incident was the only case of its kind but the Editor felt let down by the victims who succumbed to pressure and accepted peanuts.  The case for want of prosecution has got shelved in the High Court registry. Had the  matter been vigorously pursued by the widow, it would have definitely become a major issue against impunity and possibly the present incident would have been avoided. The impunity from the survivors is more dangerous than the one granted under AFSPA. The inaction of the survivors helps the perpetrators and encourages them. The results are obvious.  Once again Bomai is in news. 

As they say every cloud has a silver lining, the local civil society groups constituted the Bomai Coordination Committee (BCC).  Besides justice, the committee also seeks transfer of the army camp from the village.  It is for the first time that such initiative has been taken by the ordinary people.  This is a breakthrough in the sense that the common people seem to have understood the futility of politicizing the sufferings. This is a message to the politicians. . The BCC has rightly restricted the mandate for justice and local demands without using the rhetoric as politicians have been indulging. The moral strength of BCC is likely to generate support from the civil society groups. It can galvanize the public opinion in its favour which will be its strength.  Earlier, at Pampore a Behboodi (welfare) Committee was constituted when the notorious renegade Papa Kashtwari encroached over a graveyard after bullying the locals. The renegade involved in disappearances, killings, abduction for ransom had pushed the gullible people to the wall. The initiative was lost as every Tom, Dick and Harry jumped into the committee only to render it infructious. The unscrupulous elements finally negotiated on developmental funds with the authorities. Even one retired DC heading the initiative refused to meet the civil society group working on the excesses committed by Papa Kashtwari. The only disturbing thing in local initiatives like Bomai and Pampore is the involvement of vested interests who ultimately turn out to be the crisis managers for the government. These influential people are very smart in taking the space and are not prepared for lending resistance while as the actual survivors finally end up playing a symbolic role. However, from last 20 years every village has its own stories to tell. People have started initiatives on their own which is a healthy development. Still we hope that the BCC is a good attempt which may set a precedent.

Besides the constitution of the committees, the art of truth telling is needed. The time plays a vital role in administration of justice. With the passage of time the memory of people fades and the perpetrators and the politicians use the mantra bygones are bygones .We believe that remembrance is one of the effective ways of preventing excesses and forgetting only ensures repetition of heinous crimes. One of the ways of remembering is by memoryscapes, by raising public monuments, memorials, museums that share the physical landscape of the collective memory that contest the official truth of the authoritarian era and give voices to the victims of survivors. Memoryscapes take a variety of forms.  They do not always involve creating of new spaces or constructing new buildings. Sometimes conventional modes like epitaphs and markers could serve the purpose for example in the case of Doodhipora; Handwara where four children while playing cricket were killed by 33 RR led by one Major Rambo it doesn’t need huge resources. It has been done in many under developed countries and has sent a strong message to perpetrators that they cannot repeat excesses and get away with it. Same is needed in the state as we have to go beyond the slogans  and breast beatings .We have to follow other countries where it has been done effectively.  

TROOPS KILLTWO YOUTH IN BOMAI
On February 21, two youth were shot dead and many other injured when army of 22 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) allegedly opened fire without any provocation at Bomai, Sopore on the eve of Urs-Mubarak of Sufi Saint Makhdoom Sahib at Tujar Sharief Shrine in Sopore, in the north Kashmiri’s Baramulla district. 

The victims died in the firing were identified as Mohammad Amin Tantray, 23, s/o: Mohammad Sabir of Bomai Sopore and Javed Ahmad Dar, s/o: Mohammad Ismail of Muslim Pir, Sopore, while another person, Khwaja Nazir Ahmad of Bomai was injured critically. 
The incident shook the entire valley. Massive protests rocked the valley, protesters demanding stern action against the guilty. Bomai Coordination Committee was formed to pressurize the govt. and for filing case against army personnel involved in the incident and for shifting of the camp. The incident was widely covered by local as well as India media. The newly elected Chief Minister ordered a magisterial probe into the incident.  The army spokesman said, army opened fired when they were fired upon by the militants from the crowd, a claim rejected by people. People said no fire was shot upon army; they alleged the army firing was unprovoked, with the intent to kill civilians. 

Few days after the incident, the reporter of The Informative Missive visited the Bomai and talked to the victim families and locals of the area. 

While relating the incident to this reporter Mohammad Sultan Tantray, elder brother of Mohammad Amin said: “Like every year, people this year also thronged in thousands to pay obeisance to the revered saint. The entire area was festive. Every body turned up to pay obeisance to Makhdoom Sahab’s at Tujar Sharif, Sopore, which is about 3 kms from our village. At about 5:45 pm, my brother Mohammad Amin along with his friend Nazir Ahmad Khwaja were walking on the roadside in front of the Kamraz Rural Bank. He just then had gone out of the house. There was great merriment in the Bomai area, as hundreds of devotees were coming and going through Bomai market. Every thing was going smoothly then comes a Wanton vehicle (Ashoka Leyland) from the Rajendra Post 22 RR camp, Bomai. The vehicle suddenly stopped ahead of Kamraz Rural Bank. The soldiers on board stepped out of the vehicle cocked their guns and opened fire indiscriminately upon the youth without any provocation. The firing resulted into the death of my brother and Javed Ahmad Dar and critically injured one of my neigh borers, Nazir Ahmad Khwaja.”

He added, “The incident panicked the whole area with people terrified. Despite panic, we managed to move firing victims to the Sub-district hospital, Sopore. Mohammad Amin died on the spot while as Javaid Ahmad succumbed to his injuries in the hospital. While the third youth is under intense treatment in the hospital. The bullets had pierced my brother’s chest and throat, leaving no chance for him to survive.”
The other injured shifted to Sher Kashmir Institute of Medical Science (SKIMS) Srinagar have no money to buy medicine, since the injuries were so grave, it requires expensive medicinal care. When the relatives of the injured were asked about the incident they said, “all of them were innocents.” 

On conditions of anonymity, one of the relatives while talking to The Informative Missive in SKIMS said, “The firing was unprovoked and we are not sure how many were killed and how many were injured? It was as if the bullets were raining from the sky. We are here (SKIMS) for few days to get the injured treated but we have no money now to buy medicines, as we exhausted all money, since the medicines were too costly. We were seeking help from others to buy medicines.”  

The locals of the area said, few hours before the firing incident there was a scuffle between a boy namely, Babloo of Bahrampora, Sopore and the other youth of the area over an eve teasing incident. Babloo has close affiliation with the army unit was caught by the youth while teasing a woman. This infuriated Babloo who went to army’s 22 RR camp and had sought their support to take the revenge from the boys. According to locals, on his (Babloo’s) behest the troopers without enquiring anything, rushed out in a vehicle and fired indiscriminately over the youth at Bomai. The youth involved in scuffle were walking through the Bomai market at that moment.
One of the eyewitnesses Zareefa Begum whose nephew Muhammad Amin was amongst the victims said, “Eight troopers alighted from their vehicle and asked the youth, including my nephew, Muhammad Amin Tantray, moving on the roadside to raise their hands. Without any provocation, the troopers suddenly fired indiscriminately on them and they fell down.” 
She also said, “While another youth died on the spot, Amin was hit by a volley of bullets on chest. He was writhing in pain and screaming for help. Without caring for my life, I ran towards him and hugged him. I pleaded before the troopers to let me rush him to the hospital but they didn’t leave the spot until he was dead,” she said with moist eyes. 

One of the villagers said, soon after the incident an army officer reached the spot. He apologized for the killings and asked us to forget the incident as an accident. When we refused, he threatened us of dire consequences. “My troopers have committed sin and you should forgive them. Don’t protest against us otherwise one by one, we would teach you a lesson,” the locals alleged. 

The protests spread to other areas, which continued for many days with complete shut down in the whole Sopore area. During the protests around one hundred people got injured in police action. The protesters were baton charged and bullets were fired by the troopers in Baramulla, Sopore and Srinagar. The incident was widely condemned. Even the Hurriyat Conference announced Sopore March on 25th of February 2009 which was not permitted by state administration and an indefinite curfew was imposed on the scheduled day. 
The inhabitants of Bomai area while giving the track record of the 22 RR revealed: “In September, 2003, a Captain of the same army post Rajendra alias Raju killed a groom of the same village namely, Tahir Mushtaq Shah, a student s/o: Ghulam Hassan Shah. He was killed on the very day of his marriage. He was first abducted from the village then an IED was tied to him and later blasted in the forests of Yambarzalwari. We were only able to gather few kilograms of his flesh and a leg for his funeral rites. Later we came to know that the Captain was promoted and rewarded by naming the camp by his name: Rajendra Post.”
They further said, after the grooms killing the Rajindra post was temporarily shifted and later re-established. 
Even MLA, Sopore, Mohammad Ashraf Ganie refuted the claim of the army spokesperson that the youth were killed in cross firing and said that the erring troopers have vitiated peace in my constituency.

The Chief Minister who had ordered a magisterial enquiry into the incident, in a statement said that militancy would not be allowed to be taken as an alibi for killing civilians. He said that army men or security personnel found guilty of human rights violation would be dealt with stern action.

“Whatever comes out in the report will be implemented at the earliest and those guilty will be punished,” Omar said, adding that he was personally monitoring the case.
The CM also said the government would make public the report of inquiry.
Versions

· DIG North Kashmir Abdul Gani Mir told media that two persons died in the firing incident.” We are investigating the nature of the incident,” he said. “People complained that the duo was killed in the army firing.” However Army says that they died in crossfire after a militant opened fire on them. We are investigating what actually happened,” he said.  

Army’s contradictory statements:

· Army spokesman Uma Maheshwari denied the involvement of army personnel in the killing. “None of the army personnel was patrolling in the area. Nor was any of the 22 RR man present on the spot,” Mahewari told media. “It is being said that some persons wearing army uniform opened fire on the people. We have no association with them.”

· However Col Sanjeev, Commander 22 RR gave a different version. “Our trooper was searching the vehicles in the area. While the search of the vehicles was on, two militants wearing pheran refused to alight from a vehicle. When trooper asked them to raise their hands, they opened fire, causing death of two persons,” he said, adding, “During the incident, the trooper was standing outside the bus and returned to the camp after the incident.”

Deputy Commissioner Baramulla, Baseer Khan said probe has been ordered into the incident. “Sub District Magistrate has been appointed inquiry officer to probe the incident. He would submit the report within a week,” he said. Meanwhile, Police Station Sopore registered an FIR 73/09 under section 302.

ARMY ACCUSED OF KILLING TAILOR IN LOLAB
POLICE REGISTERS FIR, ARMY DENIES HAND IN KILLING
Feb 2: A 25-year-old tailor was allegedly shot dead by army personnel in Lolab area of Kupwara district, triggering protest demonstrations. Police have registered First Information Report (FIR) and launched the investigations while army denies its hand in death of the civilian. The family members of the tailor, Fayaz Ahmad Mir, 25 son of Abdul Rashid Mir, said that while he was returning to his residence at village Choti Zab Khorhama from the shop, he was shot dead by 18 RR personnel without any provocation. Fayaz Ahmad was the sole bread-earner of his family. 
 “At around 7.30 pm, when he was about to enter his residence, he was fired from point blank range by the army men, who had laid an ambush in the village. After hearing the gun shots, Fayaz’s brother Naseer came out of the house and found him in pool of blood. He raised hue and cry and after hearing the screams, the family members and neighbours rushed to the spot. Sensing trouble, the army men fled from the spot,” they family members told media. 
Fayaz was rushed to Sub district hospital in critical condition, where from doctors referred him to SK Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura, Srinagar. He succumbed to injuries in the hospital on February 2. When Fayaz's body was brought to his native village, people in hundreds took to roads and staged anti-army demonstrations. Raising anti-India, anti-army and pro-freedom slogans, the protestors refused to bury the body. The protestors were demanding action against the army personnel involved in the killing of the civilian. Fayaz is survived by his wife Tahira, three sons, daughter, four brothers and his parents.

Fayaz’s wife Tahira told media, “My husband was innocent and killed in cold blood by army personnel. The troopers have snatched my beloved from me and I won’t let anybody hush-up the case. I will fight come what may to ensure that the guilty army men are punished”. 
Fayaz’ mother Saja Begum said, “The army men without any justification or provocation shot dead my son. The killers should not be spared and should be given severe punishment”.

 “Fayaz had three bullets marks on his body. The bullets had pierced his arms and chest,” said one of his cousins, adding, “He had been fired from point blank range”. The villagers have demanded stern action against the guilty army men.

Meanwhile, police has registered FIR No 307/09 under section 302 RPC and launched investigation to establish the circumstances that led to the killing of the tailor.

The SSP Kupwara, Uttam Chand told that police have recorded the statement of the family members of the deceased tailor. “A gazetted level police officer has been appointed as investigating officer and he will conduct the probe into the killing,” he said, adding, “Whosoever is found guilty, will be punished”.

Public Relations Officer, Northern command, Col D K Kachari in a statement said, “A civilian was killed in a cross fire between militants and Army (18 Rashtriya Rifles) at Khurama, Lolab.  An FIR has been lodged and matter is being investigated by police.”
“In the conducted operation, the army exercised utmost restraint to restrict collateral damage. However, due to relentless firing by the militants, the civilian suffered the casualty,” he claimed. 
JKCCS SEND MEMORANDUM TO CM
On February 11, the Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) sent a memorandum on Human Rights, Peace, and Social Justice to the newly elected Chief Minister of J&K Omar Abdullah, which was publicly responded by the CM after two day consideration. 

Below is the full text of the memorandum: 

Re.: Memorandum on Human Rights, Peace, and Social Justice 

Dear Mr. Omar Abdullah:

We write you today on behalf of the International People's Tribunal on Human Rights and Justice in Indian-administered Kashmir. [A brief on the Tribunal's premise and objectives may be found at: 
http://www.kashmirprocess.org/premise.html.]
 
We write, mindful that you have promised attentiveness and accountability to human rights issues in Kashmir, to bring to your attention the need for appropriate action with regard to the following:
1. Disappearances: You have raised issues of enforced disappearances in Kashmir in the past. We ask that you order a full-scale investigation under provisions of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952, and/or other relevant laws, within a stipulated and reasonable timeframe. 

We ask as well that all laws of Jammu and Kashmir incorporate the premise of the United Nations Declaration on the Protection of All Persons From Enforced Disappearance, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, and the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

2. Killing by Police Firings, Fake Encounter Killings, and Extrajudicial Killings: We ask that you use all authority granted you by law to take strong and effective preventive measures to ensure that these are not repeated. As well, we urge that the cases that have been pending in courts, and those that have not been filed, be expeditiously dealt with and the perpetrators be brought to justice. We ask that the Government of Jammu and Kashmir follow the cases pending for sanctions before the Government of India's Home Ministry under Section 7 of Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 1958, (AFSPA). We ask that the state make public the number of cases in which sanctions have been sought from the Government of India, and the number of cases in which the same have been granted.

3. Mass Graves: We note the existence of mass graves in Kashmir, as verified by the Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons and the International People's Tribunal for Human Rights and Justice in Kashmir in 2008. We note that there are connections between the number of persons disappeared and these unmarked, unidentified, nameless, and unknown graves. We also note that various international institutions and bodies, such as the European Parliament, have referred to this issue and made recommendations for action. We ask that your government offer protection to the sites to not permit their desecration or destruction, enable independent and transparent investigations drawing upon varied, credible, and international expertise, and institute an independent and transparent judicial commission of inquiry. 

4. Torture: It has been acknowledged by international human rights organizations that the use of torture by military and paramilitary forces is widespread in Kashmir. [See documentations available at http://www.kashmirprocess.org/resources.html.] As well, the Government of India is yet to ratify the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, although it has been a signatory since October 1997. In this context, we ask that the Government of Jammu and Kashmir institute a comprehensive ban on practises of torture as defined by international law and humanitarian ethics.

5. Detention and Torture Centres: We ask that unlawful detention and torture centres, including in army camps, be identified, made public, and banned. Further, we ask that appropriate reparations be determined and undertaken with regard to unlawful and unconstitutional practises undertaken in these camps and centres. We ask that international institutions, such as the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), be permitted to visit the above places to assess the situation independently.

6. Gendered and Sexualized Violences: We note the severity of gendered and sexualized violences that have been perpetrated in Kashmir in the last two decades. Women and children, and others, have been victimized by horrific forms of brutality, including rape, gang and collective rape, perpetrated on women. Other categories of victimization include women whose male partners are missing, labelled ‘half-widows’. Women and children, and others, have been subjected to physical and psychological torture and trauma, and social and literal displacements. We note the urgency of undertaking ethical, transparent, and independent assessments of the above in conditions that ensure the safety and security of the survivors/victims, and undertaking requisite reparations and rehabilitation.

7. Prisoners Rights: We ask that prisoners’ rights not be violated, and that medical aid be readily made available, and that the right to legal counsel, due process, fair and speedy trials be upheld.

8. Rights of Former Militants: We ask that the civil liberties of former militants and their families be respected. We note that the civic and political rights of former militants, who are now living different and committed lives, continue to be violated by personnel of the military and paramilitary forces. We note that some of them have been subjected to torture after serving sentences and deemed 'rehabilitated' by the justice system. We note that many still have to report to local camps of the security forces on a weekly basis. We note as well that former militants and their families continue to be subjected to maltreatment and denied access to social life, such as to institutions, employment, and pensions. 

9. Juvenile Justice: We ask that youth not be taken into custody, held, or tried as adults, and that their rights to legal counsel, due process, and fair and speedy trials be upheld. We ask that a law be enacted that guarantees juvenile justice, that safeguards the rights of juveniles in conflict with law, and neglected and destitute juveniles.

We note that young people in general, particularly girls and young women, must be guaranteed an environment free of sexual harassment and violence.

We note that young people need to be guaranteed freedom from forms of harassment that undermine their right to education. Impediment to livelihood of adults creates economic insecurity that impacts youth. Family livelihood insecurity compels youth to earn income rather than foreground education and development. Proximity to systemic violence produces severe emotional trauma that manifests as depression, suicidal behaviours, self-medication through drugs, as well as retreat and isolation as coping strategies. There are inadequate provisions to address these issues and respond to these needs. We urge recognition of this reality and the allocation of resources to address these issues.

10. Access to Justice: We ask that all persons seeking to access institutions of law and justice be retreated with respect and non-violence by law enforcement agencies. We note that, in countless instances, complaints are disregarded by the police, false first information reports (FIRs) filed, and people's request to file FIRS are met with disrespect, even force.

11. Landmines: We note that the placement of landmines along the border and other sensitive areas in Jammu and Kashmir continues to endanger lives, including those of children. While the Government of India is not a signatory to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction, and has continued to justify landmine use in Jammu and Kashmir, we ask that the Government of Jammu and Kashmir institute a comprehensive ban on the use of landmines. We ask that an audit be conducted to ascertain the impact of landmines on local communities, to determine the extent of casualties, devastation, and displacement, and undertake rehabilitation of those affected and de-mining.

12. Transparency: We urge that the Government of Jammu and Kashmir ensure that international organizations and institutions, that have access to other places, are allowed to visit Jammu and Kashmir. We note that the ability of international institutions to work with local civil society institutions in Jammu and Kashmir is crucial to interrupting isolation and producing accountability. 

We ask that thousands of families, who have been denied passports, including human rights defenders and journalists, be provided the same. 

We ask that, prior to contractual agreements and implementation, all development projects be assessed for their human rights implications.

13. Laws and States of Exception: We note your commitment to the revocation and withdrawal of security related legislation that has been in contravention of international humanitarian laws and norms, such as the Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 1958, (AFSPA), enacted in Jammu and Kashmir in 1990, the Disturbed Areas Act, 1976, enacted in Jammu and Kashmir in 1992, and the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act of 1978. We reiterate the urgent need for the revocation of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 1958, the Disturbed Areas Act, 1976, the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, and the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act of 1978. We also note that continued criminal proceedings using the Prevention of Terrorism Act, 2002, and the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act, 1985, 1987, must be stopped.
While the safety and security of citizens must remain of paramount concern, we ask that you remain vigilant to the problematic parameters and consequences of certain national security laws used to proscribe political dissent and deny freedom of expression, freedom of speech, and freedom of assembly, and deny the democratic right to peaceful mobilization and dissent. We note that certain national security laws, in name of retributive justice, have been/may be used to perpetrate state violence, subvert due process of law, undermine civil liberties, and freedom of the press, eroding rule of law, permitting torture and sexualized violence on those in state custody, criminalizing innocent persons, and, in effect, undermining the safety and security of citizens. 

14. Commissions of Inquiry: We ask that the reports and/or findings of various Commissions of Inquiry that have been instituted to inquire into instances of gross violations of human rights, law, and social justice be made public and that these commissions be ordered to complete their charge. Further, from available information, we register our concern that between 2000-2007 only three statutory inquiries have been commissioned and that other inquiries instituted have been magisterial and administrative probes. We ask that, based on ethical assessments of gross violations of human rights, law, and social justice, relevant statutory inquiries be ordered, as appropriate, to investigate these crimes. We ask that various agencies, including military and paramilitary institutions, be required to cooperate with instituted commissions in order that they may carry out their investigations. We ask that the recommendations of the commissions be enacted. 

15. Minorities: We note that peace and reconciliation requires commitment to minority rights and issues, and the ethical and transparent resolution of injustices. We ask that an audit be conducted to ascertain the status of minorities in Kashmir, and related to the displacement, dislocation, and rehabilitation of minorities in Jammu and Kashmir, to propose mechanisms for reparation and reconciliation.

16. Truth and Reconciliation Commission: We note your public commitment to instituting a 'Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)'. We are hopeful that you will appreciate that such a process must facilitate the implementation of justice as a precondition to reconciliation. We further note that the viability and success of a TRC is only possible in a context where demilitarization has taken place, enabling a social context in which the will and freedom of the people of Kashmir can be exercised.

17. In conclusion, we write you today mindful of how the conditions for peace and prosperity are linked to the possibility and necessity of justice in Kashmir. We understand the work of the International People's Tribunal for Human Rights and Justice in Kashmir as enabling the work of justice. Toward that, we hope and expect that the Tribunal will continue to undertake its work in conditions that are not impeded.

CM’S RESPONSE: 

After two days on February 13, the Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said that he has taken “into consideration” the memorandum seeking his intervention highlighting the serious issues like disappearances, mass graves, innocent killings, truth and reconciliation commission and prisoner’s rights. “It is my duty to consider and the letters sent to me,” the CM told media.

A senior NC leader and minister for Rural Development and Panchayats said crucial issues had been raised in the memorandum and they would go through all issues thoroughly after which a consensus would be evolved and steps taken.

“Our priority is to relieve people from the pain and agony they have gone through. We will try our best to do that,” Sagar said. Sources said the CM had gone through the memorandum and would first consult NC leaders and experts to discuss it threadbare.

“Steps to be taken will also be discussed in a meeting. The CM will have to take into confidence the Congress before initiating any step regarding the issues highlighted by the memorandum,” sources close to CM said. 

FOR REFUSING TO SHOUT ‘JAI HIND’

CRPF THROWS YOUTH INTO RIVULET

On February 8, a youth, who forgot to say ‘Jai Hind’ to CRPF men in Bomine, Sopore of Baramulla district, was dipped into a rivulet by the troopers. When a teacher tried to rescue him, he was beaten mercilessly by the paramilitary troopers. 

An eyewitness, Mehraj Ahmad said, “The CRPF personnel swooped on a young boy at Bomine, some 30 kms from Sopore on February 8.The CRPF personnel dipped him in a rivulet and his only sin was that he forgot to say ‘Jai Hind’ to the troopers deputed on the Sopore-Kupwara highway. The CRPF men have made it mandatory for the people to say ‘Jai Hind’ to them while passing through the area.”
A teacher, Javed Ahmad Bhat, who along with his students was passing through the area, was moved by the plight of the youth. He pleaded with the CRPF men to release the youth. “The troopers got infuriated by his intervention and pounced on him. They mercilessly beat him with gun butts and sticks,” said a group of students, adding that it was only after the intervention of the locals that the youth and the teacher were released.

Talking to media, the teacher said, “While I was moving through Zindra bus stop in Bomine area, I found a boy being dipped into the rivulet by the CRPF men. I appealed them to release him as he will die. Instead of releasing him, the CRPF men pounced on me and beat me mercilessly”, he said.

Meanwhile, the residents have demanded stern action against the CRPF personnel for thrashing the teacher and dipping the youth in a rivulet. The CRPF spokesman in Srinagar, Prabhakar Tripathi claimed that he has not received any complaint of the nature so far. “We will look into the matter,” he said. 

BAR VISITS JAMMU JAILS 

In continuation of its Jail Visit programme, the team of J&K High Court Bar Association, Srinagar paid a three day visit (February 2 to 4-2009) to Kote Balwal, Kathua and Amphalla jails to know the conditions in which the Kashmiri detainees/prisoners live there. To obtain permission a CMP No. 1623/08 was moved by the Bar Association before the J&K High Court. The Bar association prepared a report the copy of which was obtained by The Informative Missive.
The Bar team first visit Kote Balwal jail where the detenues/ undertrials were brought in batches for interviews. 

“The main problem faced by the detenues/undertrials of Kote Balwal Jail Jammu was that they are not being produced before the Court for hearings. An excuse given to them by the jail authorities was unavailability of escorts,” the Bar report said. 

Abdul Ahad Parra, a Hurriyat activist booked under PSA lodged in Kote Balwal jail for four months told to the Bar team that there are 8 blocks in the jail and about 30 to 35 (detenues/undertrials) are lodged in each block. The only grievance, he had that he was never produced before the court. Abdul Ahad was facing a criminal charge before Ist Additional Munsif (Judicial Magistrate Srinagar). Another detenue, Kalu Khan s/o Bashir Ahmad of Reasi booked under PSA was under detention since July 2007, complained that he was suffering from skin allergy and was never taken to dermatologist by the jail authorities. 


Some undertrials complained to the Bar team that they are facing trials in different criminal courts and are not taken for courts hearings, which prolong the trial of their cases. Most of the times, the jail authorities cited the reason of non-availability of escorting squad to undertrials.  

Another undertrial Reyaz Ahmad Hajam of Gool Gulab Garh, facing trial in the court of Addl. Sessions Judge Ramban u/s 302 RPC and 7/25 I.A. Act for last four years and the case is at evidence stage for the last 3 months and he was not taken to court for want of escort. Same experience was shared by Mohammad Yousuf Mir s/o Ghulam Qadir Mir of Shopian, a PSA detainee facing trial in the court of Sessions Judge Pulwama was not taken to court. Similar grievances were of the other detenues. The detenues alleged that the non-appearance in the court only prolong their detention. 
One Abdul Noorani of Udhampur reveals that he has been detained for last 10 years. According to him he was twice booked under PSA on the same ground despite the earlier PSA was quashed against him after 6 years, the report said. 

Almost all the detenues/undertrials, whom the team interviewed, are of the opinion that the jail conditions have been improved a lot than past. Food provided to them is good. OPD facilities are available daily. The jail authorities take serious note, if any contamination in food is found. The detenues/undertrials divulged that a resident doctor is available 24 hours. The doctors / physicians make daily round in the barracks. 

“The detenues/undertrials of the state particularly of Kashmir region are given better treatment as compared to the other detainees, presumably, because of frequent visit of Kashmir Bar Association. The detenues / undertrials laud the jail staff for their behaviour towards them” the Bar report read.       

VISIT TO KATHUA JAIL
On February 3, 2009, the team visited Kathua jail where it came across a detainee namely, Nayeem Ahmad Khan. Khan told the team that the condition of the detenues / undertrials were pathetic there. 
The Bar report said, the detenues/undertrials particularly implicated in militancy related activities are being treated badly. The jail authorities on the directions of jail superintendent gave thrashing to those detenues/undertrials. The thrashing practice is a routine with Kashmiri detenues/undertrials. Whenever, any detenues/undertrials   were brought to Kathua jail, they were beaten by the jail staff. The beard of undertrials, Peer Aizan Ahmad, Imran of Jamia Masjid Baramulla Zia-ul-Islam and Javed Ahmad detained in connection of Assembly Elections 2008 boycott campaign in the valley, were forcibly cut/shaved off by the subordinate staff of the jail on instructions of jail superintendent. 


Nayeem Khan further revealed to the visiting team that the jail superintendent made the Kashmiri detenues/undertrials forcibly to participate in January 26 the Indian Republic Day function and coerce them to chant “Bharat Mata ki and Jai Hind”.


Nayeem Khan also stated that two brothers from Kishtwar Gundana Sahib, 70, and Molvi Abdul Qayoom, 68, lodged in the jail under PSA have been separated and are not allowed to see each other. Both are ailing and the medical care is denied to them, despite, repeated requests to the jail superintendent. 

Nayeem revealed that he has met Master Hafiz, Atta-ullah, Noorani, Shabir Ahmad Liyaqat and Bashir the undertrials. All of them residents of Kathua facing trail in a militancy related case u/s 302 RPC before the Sessions Judge Kathua for last 7 years. According to them, trial of their case is prostrated by the public prosecutor Kathua who is prejudice against undertrials. Public prosecutor does not produce witnesses and sometimes witnesses are present, but not examined by him on one or the other pretext. On most of the hearings, the undertrials are not taken to courts to face trial on the pretext of non-availability of escort. 

VISIT TO DISTRICT JAIL (AMPHALLA) JAMMU

On February 4, 2009, the team visited district jail Amphalla where the detenues/undertrials were kept in good conditions. Unlike Kathua jail, the inmates in Amphalla jail had no complaints against the conduct of jail authorities. The team interviewed Ajaz Ahmad Rather s/o Abdul Kabir of Baramulla, a Tehreek-i-Hurriyat activist booked under PSA. While replying to the questions of the team, Ajaz said, the attitude and behaviour of the jail staff is good. The only grievance he had with jail authorities was that he has been kept with hardcore criminals, who often abuse him. The team brought his grievance in the notice of jail authorities who assured that he would be shifted to some other barrack. 


One undertrial, Bashir Ahmad Ganai s/o Mohammad Ibrahim Ganai of Baderwah said that he is facing trial in a militancy related case under Enemy Agents Ordinance and 302 RPC in the court of Principal Sessions Judge Jammu and is lodged in the jail from 12 June 2007. According to him, the trial is going on smoothly and he is taken to court on every hearing. 

The report said, general impression of the detenues/undertrials the team interviewed in Amphalla jail about the jail staff was good. The detenues praise the conduct and approach of the jail authorities towards them. The detenues / undertrials lauds the jail authorities for good food and medical facilities provided to them
HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH WRITES TO CM
‘HOLD RIGHTS ABUSERS ACCOUNTABLE’

Feb 10: The newly elected Jammu and Kashmir government should hold troops to account for human rights violations as an important confidence-building measure to promote lasting peace, Human Rights Watch said in a letter to Chief Minister Omar Abdullah.

 Human Rights Watch called for an independent, transparent, and time-bound commission to investigate allegations of enforced disappearances. The commission should be empowered to summon members of the troops to testify and to order forensic investigations to establish the identities of those buried in unmarked graves as unidentified foreign militants.

 “The new government should break with past practices and ensure that those who commit abuses are investigated and appropriately prosecuted for their crimes,” said Brad Adams, Asia director at Human Rights Watch. 
“There can be no lasting political settlement in Kashmir unless human rights abuses that have fueled the insurgency are addressed.”

 Human Rights Watch called for the repeal of laws such as the Jammu and Kashmir Disturbed Areas Act, the Armed Forces (Jammu and Kashmir) Special Powers Act, and the Public Safety Act. These laws provide the armed forces with extraordinary powers to search, detain, and use lethal force, leading to numerous human rights violations. They also provide immunity for security forces. Prosecutions of security force personnel, even where the facts are well established, are rare.

 
Human Rights Watch has, over the two decades of violence in Jammu and Kashmir, documented numerous failures to ensure protection of human rights. A September 2006 report, “Everyone Lives in Fear: Patterns of Impunity in Jammu and Kashmir,” found that the army and paramilitaries, as well as the militants, many backed by Pakistan, were responsible for human rights abuses and that the political and legal systems in India and Pakistan had failed to end abuses or punish the perpetrators.

 “There has been a routine failure of justice in Jammu and Kashmir,” Adams said. “Chief Minister Abdullah has a historic opportunity to show that his administration will be different.”

ARREST RASHEED BILLA: APDP

The APDP during its monthly sit in on February 28, demanded the arrest of the main accused in Soura triple murder of 1999 case Abdul Rasheed alias Rasheed Billa. Rashid Billa is still at large. Although media reports on February 20, 2009 suggested his presence in Srinagar and even some people saw him entering hotel Jehangir situated in the heart of the city. When some photojournalists tried to capture his photograph, he gave them a slip.  
The APDP statement read: In June 1999, three scooter-borne youth on their way back from a marriage party were intercepted by police near Soura police station and were allegedly tortured to death in custody. 

Their bodies were later recovered from different places one from the Dal Lake and two other from Kichhama, Uri. Rasheed Billa then SDPO Soura is involved in scores of disappearance cases; like Fayaz Ahmed Beigh who was working as a cameraman in University of Kashmir (Dept. of Central Asian Studies). He was arrested from University campus on 6-9-1997 and still his whereabouts are not known. It was claimed by the police that he has run away from the custody. Even the enquiry conducted by CID department at the behest of Home Ministry has implicated Rasheed Billa in the disappearance case.

Even the Session’s Court Jammu conducting the triple murder case trial has observed in its judgment that he has to face the trial and must be arrested. The police agencies have not arrested him so far as he has the patronage of the higher police officials including then IGP Gill. 

Rasheed Billa is one of the perpetrators of war crimes. There are scores of perpetrators who after investigation by the state police have been found accused in the cases of disappearances. These are the cases in which the army officials after investigation have been found accused of abduction, disappearance and possible killing of the people. These perpetrators have not been prosecuted neither the state has approached for seeking sanction for their prosecution to the Union of India mandatory under Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA).

Notwithstanding, the legal impunity, which is the main factor behind the war crime including systematic and massive enforced disappearances in the state of J&K after the outbreak of conflict in 1989, the state has no will and determination to prosecute the perpetrators. Recently, it has been revealed in the writ petition Ghulam Nabi Magray vs. Union of India (SWP NO. 1842/03) pending before the High Court of J&K that from the period 1990 -2007, 458 cases have been sent by the state of J&K for sanction to the Union of India out of which in 279 cases, sanction has been issued for prosecution while as in 4 cases Union of India has rejected the sanctioned of prosecution while as 122 cases has been referred to DGP/IG crime and railways for clarification. It is amazing no prosecution has been launched despite issuance of sanction. It speaks that the state is unwilling to prosecuting the culpable officials. The association will be issuing the list of the perpetrators of the war crimes and mobilizing the public opinion for their prosecution and punishment. The perpetrator like Abdul Rasheed Khan alias Rasheed Billa is free because he enjoys the patronage of the state. The relatives of desaparecidos will not rest till the perpetrators will be taken to justice like Papa Kistawari.

TORTURE TESTIMONIALS
Family name: Wani

First and other names: Mohammad Ayub

 Sex: Male

Birth date or age: 34 years

Nationality: -

Occupation: Farmer

Identity card number (if applicable):-

Activities (trade union, political, humanitarian/ solidarity, press, etc.): none

Residential and/ or work address: Tarzoo village, Sopore

Wani was arrested during a crackdown in Sopore. He was a member of the Al-Jihad outfit and he had gone for arms training to Pakistan in 1990. He was active for about four years after which he was arrested in June 1994 (approximately). He was going to his relatives place and he did not have any weapon with him. There was a crackdown and someone gave his gun to him for safekeeping. He was arrested by the BSF. In BSF custody was tortured. He was given electric shocks, cloth was stuffed in his mouth and water was inserted through his nose, petrol was inserted into his anus and his legs were rolled. One officer namely, Patik had bitten portions of his ears off. During interrogation he was asked if he knows the chief commander of his tanzeem (outfit). He said that he did not know any of these people. He was tortured again and he got tensed this time. The officer in charge was one person known as JD who put a knife on his neck and said that he would kill him if he lies again. He confessed that he was a Pakistan trained militant and he gave up his gun. He was tortured again and sent to Baramulla JIC which was already overcrowded. He spent 6-7 months there and was then sent to Baramulla sub-jail. His family came to meet him after two months in jail. In JIC, the authorities denied his presence there and only after the media highlighted the story they accepted and allow his family to meet him. The harassment by the army is still continuing. Every time something untoward happens in his area he is picked up, taken to camp and tortured. He said that this has become a routine for ex-militants. Till date the problem continues. He was picked up two months back (February 2009) and kept for five days in the camp and tortured for a day. He was also picked up by the police as some disturbance happened in his village and tortured for a day in Sopore thana (police station). Today, he stays separate from his family. Though he hasn’t discontinued relations with them.

Family name: Shoosha

First and other names: Mohammad Ramzan

Sex: Male

Birth date or age: 35 years

Nationality: -

Occupation: Cook

Identity card number (if applicable):-

Activities (trade union, political, humanitarian/ solidarity, press, etc.): none

Residential and/ or work address: Bathpora, Sopore.

Mohammad Ramzan went to Pakistan for arms training in 1991 and returned back after two years from there. After remaining active with Al-Jijad outfit, he was arrested in 1995 by BSF in a crackdown at Sher-colony, Sopore. He was detained for about 2 years in different interrogation centers and jails where he was subjected to severe torture. 

While recalling the memories of his arrest and subsequent torture he said, “In 1995, once I went to Sher-colony. Next day, the whole area was cordoned off by BSF to conduct a search operation to catch militants. I was without a weapon and I hid myself in a Mosque. During the crackdown the Mosque was also searched twice but they could not find me, but they had reliable information about my presence there. They came third time and after finding me there and asked me to come out. I came out, as I did not have weapon. They then took me to nearby school and tortured me there. They first stripped me naked and made me lie on ground and tied my hands from behind. They then gagged my mouth with cloth and poured one bucket of water through my nose. I remember two BSF officers Patik and JD, who beat me ruthlessly. They asked me for my gun, but I told them that I do not have it at the moment as I have given it to my party. They didn’t trust me and I was beaten brutally with sticks and gun butts. I told them that I have not committed any crime I joined armed struggle only to get freedom, then they hit me with the gun butt on my mouth and broke my upper jaw. Now I am using artificial jaw.  They applied heavy wooden roller over my legs from toe to thighs, with which my knee joint got displaced. I still can’t stand on my feet for long. Next day they took me to industrial estate camp Sopore, where they kept me for four days and tortured me continuously. They once tortured me continuously from 11.00 pm to 3.00 am. They suspended me from the ceiling upside down after tying my feet and inserted three bottles of petrol into my rectum. They brunt my skin with an acid and gave cuts at various spots of my body. Then they shifted me to C-Branch Baramulla where I was kept for three days and brutally tortured. They were beating me for my gun, but I told them I have given it to my party. But they did not listen to me and kept on torturing me. Finally, I was taken to JIC (Joint Interrogation Center) Baramulla, where I was detained for two years. During the jail term I was once taken to doctor, namely Dr. Vinod, he treated my wounds and gave me painkiller injections. After my release I established tea stall at Sopore, but in the same year army officers namely, Chowdery and Balakram came to my home and told me to accompany them. I went with them. On reaching the camp Chowdery told me to put off my clothes, I asked him what he was going to do. He pulled my hair and beat me to put off my clothes. I wore out my clothes and he made me to lie down, he then teared my flesh from thighs with a plucker. He beat me for a gun I told him I don’t have gun, as I am doing my work and was recently released from jail. He did not listen to me and told me that he had information about me. I told him if he had information about me why didn’t he get the informer in front of me. After some time they brought him there and asked him in front of me about possession of gun, but he denied and told them that he did it only because he had personal grudge with me. After that they kept me in custody for twenty days and released me after severe torture. But this was not the end of vengeance they after some time came again to my home and harassed my family. Patik, a BSF officer, pulled the hair of my sister and another officer; Balakram tortured my father in front of me. He beat him severely and got over his abdomen and kicked him as the result of which he died on the spot. His death still troubles me as he died only because of my affiliation with militancy. I still very often go to his grave and ask him for my forgiveness. After some time, once the militants did firing over BSF camp in our locality and after the firing was over the BSF gutted down my house deliberately, which was very near to the camp. The whole house was burnt into ashes, since then I am wandering from one spot to another. I don’t have permanent place. My brothers do not allow me to stay with them as they label me responsible for all troubles. It is only the Indian forces who did it with us. They did it only I have a tag of militant on my back. They today can do anything with us; they can take us anywhere they want, harass us and torture us. We all joined armed struggle only to free our land from Indian occupation, as Indian forces have no right to stay here. I have joined PRM (People’s Rights Movement) because I know all people like me are suffering at the hands of Indian security forces, we together want to fight for our rights. Though I have lost everything in this struggle, but I will never leave this struggle even if I lost my life.” 

CRPF OFFICER, PSOS INDICTED FOR KOIL KILLING

Feb 21: A senior officer of the Central Reserve Police Force and his personal security officers have been found guilty of killing a college student at Koil in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district during the assembly elections in December 2008.

Media quoting its sources reports that an inquiry report has indicted the deputy commandant of 78th battalion CRPF and his PSOs for killing 21-year old Muzaffar Mushtaq son of Mushtaq Ahmad Ganai, at Koil on December 21-2008, when the paramilitary troopers and police fired on pro-freedom demonstrators. The killing had triggered massive protests in the district, after which the government had ordered a time-bound inquiry by the principal secretary, Home, Khursheed Ahmad Ganai.

Sources said the CRPF officer and his PSOs have been found guilty of “misconduct” for which the report has recommended action against them. The inquiry report has been submitted to the government for further action. The report has charged the deputy commandant and his PSOs with visiting the village without informing the local police. “It is a case of professional misconduct on part of the CRPF officer as he had nothing to do in the village,” the report reads.

The government is likely to send a copy of the inquiry report to the CRPF authorities, asking for a departmental inquiry against the officer and others. This would be followed by a formal request to the union Home Ministry for accord of sanction to their prosecution.

Muzaffar Mushtaq was among three persons injured in the firing by CRPF troopers and police on peaceful protesters on the polling day. They were rushed to the district hospital where the doctors referred them to SMHS hospital, Srinagar, for specialized treatment. However, Mushtaq succumbed to injuries on way to the hospital.

Following widespread demonstrations against the killing, the governor, N N Vohra, had ordered a time bound inquiry into the incident. During the course of investigation, the principal secretary, Home, is understood to have met several people at Koil besides having extensive discussions with the CRPF, police and government officials over the issue. The recommendations made in the inquiry report include provision of adequate relief and job to the affected family.
POLICE RESCUES GIRL FROM TA TROOPER

Feb 25: Police claimed to have rescued a 10th standard girl, allegedly kidnapped by a trooper of Territorial Army at Uri Police officials said victim’s parent filed a complaint in police station Boniyar that their minor girl was allegedly abducted by Aslam Akhwan, working in the TA from village Manz Panzgam, Uri. Aslam, according to police is a resident of Ladoora in north Kashmir’s Rafiabad area.

“It happened a week ago,” SSP Baramulla, Viplav Kumar said. “Following the complaint, the police started search to nab the culprit”.  Later, a number of possible places were raided where it was believed that Aslam could be hiding.” Three days ago we successfully recovered the girl from Uri and she is now with her family,” Kumar said. However, he said it is not yet cleared whether the girl was abducted or she had gone with Aslam willingly.

“We are yet to confirm that thing,” Kumar said. “We have not documented his version. We would do it.” He also said the police is yet to establish whether the girl was minor or not. “We have asked school authorities for matriculation certificate. We are waiting for medical reports. After ascertaining all the technical aspect of the case, we can proceed further,” said Kumar.     

TV MECHANIC PICKED UP FROM SOPORE, KILLED AT NAGROTA

SUBMIT REPORT IN 3 WEEKS: COURT TO GOVT

Feb 23: The High Court has directed the government to present its report within three weeks on the killing of a TV mechanic by Jammu Police in an alleged fake encounter. The victim Ghulam Rasool was picked from Sopore in north Kashmir and was killed at Nagrota in Jammu region in presence of the then senior superintendent of police Jammu.

 The petition filed by the victim’s father, Abdul Rehman Denthu, states that his son went to his shop on March 17, 2007 but didn’t return in the evening. The relatives registered a missing complaint and published his photographs in newspapers.

Personnel of the Special Operations Group stationed in Sopore had a number of times asked the victim to present himself at their camp, the petition adds. It states that on August 19, 2007, Denthu came across a Jammu-based newspaper that had published photographs of two ‘militants’ killed in an encounter at Nagrota. He was shocked to see that one of the photographs of the dead ‘militant’ was that of his son. He went to Jammu and filed a case for exhumation of his body, which had been buried in a Jammu graveyard. After exhumation the body was brought to Sopore for last rites.

 Meanwhile, Denthu came to know about a CID report that had said the two youth were in police custody and were killed by a police party led by the then SSP Jammu. The report quoted the then SSP portraying the incident as a fidayeen attack. Subsequently, the father approached the Court and sought action against the SSP. The former district magistrate, Hardesh Kumar, and the SSP Jammu, Mukesh Singh, are respondents in the case.  

    Pleading the case, senior advocate, Manzoor Ahmad Dar, informed the Court that the state government had not presented its report despite its directions. He alleged the policemen had killed Ghulam Rasool in a stage-managed encounter in presence of the then SSP and now they were trying to distort the facts.

The counsel said earlier the Court had directed the police to present the record about the case in the office of the additional advocate general. But, when the additional advocate general, Muhammad Amin Rathore, resigned, he had no information about the records. He pleaded before the Court that the CID record about the killing should be presented forthwith.

SRINAGAR UNDER UNDECLARED CURFEW
Feb 25: For the first time since the new government took charge, authorities clamped undeclared curfew in Srinagar to thwart protests against the killing of two youth at Bomai, Sopore by Army.

 While most of the areas remained peaceful under severe restrictions, the protesters defied troops in many localities of Srinagar, Baramulla and Anantnag districts and fought pitched battle with police and troopers. Reports said at least 40 persons including eight policemen were injured in the clashes. 

In view of apprehensions of violent protests against the killings, the authorities imposed undeclared curfew across the city. It was for the first time since December 24, when Srinagar went for polls, that the authorities clamped undeclared curfew in the city. 

 
The Government had extensively used undeclared curfew to quell the pro-freedom and anti-poll rallies during last year’s uprising for freedom. Though there was no official announcement for curfew or restrictions, police and paramilitary CRPF troopers didn’t allow any civilian or vehicles to move on the roads. Police had set up temporary check posts at almost all the localities and placed barricades and barbed wires to restrict the movement.

Witnesses said, the troopers thrashed many pedestrians and ransacked many houses. “The troopers are on a rampage in the area. They fired several tear smoke shells inside the residential houses and picked up many youth including Hilal Ahmad and Aamir Ahmad. This is sheer hooliganism in uniform,” the locals said.  

 Witness said troopers barged into several residential houses in Zampa Kadal and Safa Kadal and ransacked the household items. The incident occurred when youths were staging protests near Zampa Kadal. “The CRPF troopers chased us and barged into nearby residential houses. They abused the inmates including womenfolk,” they said.

 Reports said the troopers thrashed a group of children when they were playing cricket at Fateh Kadal locality of downtown area. Witnesses said, the troopers severely thrashed the children injuring four of them. The locals accused the troopers of beating pedestrians without any provocation. The senior superintendent of police Srinagar, Syed Afadul Mujtaba, said baring few incidents of stone pelting, situation was comparatively normal in the city.

 “There was no curfew but strict restrictions in place across the city to prevent the protests. On February 24, some vested interests created trouble and damaged government and public property in the city. By imposing the restrictions we were able to control the situation and maintain law and order,” the SSP said.  
Senior separatist leaders including chairman Hurriyat (M), Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, Mohammad Ashraf Sehrai, Bilal Gani Lone, Zafar Akbar Bhat, Fareeda Behenji and Agha Syed Hassan were put under house arrest to prevent them from marching towards Sopore. 

HARASSMENT / PROTESTS
· CRPF HARASSMENT TRIGGERS CLASHES IN LAL CHOWK

PROBE ORDERED

Feb 10: At least 30 persons were injured during four day protests. The protests erupted when police used force to disperse massive demonstrations against the harassment by paramilitary CRPF troopers at Maisuma. The protest didn’t only confine to Maisuma area, people in other area also protests the alleged CRPF highhandedness. 

Police has ordered an inquiry into the incident under the supervision of Deputy Inspector General of Police, Central, Muneer Ahmad Khan.

 
Witnesses said on February 10, the trouble erupted when some CRPF troopers stationed at Akhara Building allegedly thrashed a shopkeeper at Maisuma. When some pedestrians and shopkeepers intervened, the troopers thrashed them too. To protest against the harassment, the shopkeepers and locals staged demonstrations outside the Akhara Building demanding action against the accused troopers. However, the troops brutally cane-charged them and their colleagues threw stones and bricks on the protesters from the building. This infuriated the protesters who shouted pro-freedom slogans and threw stones and Kangris (firepots) at the CRPF camp. 

 The cops swung into action and fired several tear smoke shells to disperse the protesters. In the clashes at least 30 persons were wounded. Panic gripped Lal Chowk as people ran towards safer places. 
Meanwhile, the shopkeepers have decided to continue protests till the CRPF doesn’t vacate the Akhara Building. “The troopers should be shifted from the locality. They harass us on one pretext or the other. It is enough. We won’t tolerate the harassment now,” they said.

 A police spokesman said in the wake of an altercation between Police, CRPF and civilians at Maisuma and Budshah Chowk, a meeting of the locals and shopkeepers was held by the Divisional Commissioner Kashmir and IGP Kashmir. “They were assured that the matter will be thoroughly probed,” he said.

 The divisional commissioner, Masood Samoon, said the government had taken strong notice of the alleged harassment. “We have directed the CRPF authorities to relieve the CRPF 139 BN troopers at Akhada Building of the responsibility of maintaining law and order in the area. It will be entrusted to police,” he said.   

 
The senior superintendent of police, Syed Afadul Mujtaba, said an inquiry had been ordered into the incident. The SSP said DIG Central, Muneer Khan, will conduct inquiry into the matter and give his report within a few days. “There are allegations of harassment against the CRPF. We will record statements of witnesses and even review footage of CCTV to ascertain the facts,” the SSP said.
 Meanwhile, the administration has decided to deploy more cops at Maisuma and Budshah Chowk areas “to help in promoting better police-public relations.” The PRO CRPF, Prabhakar Tripatri refuted the allegations of harassment. “Actually our troops were attacked by a procession of JKLF. In fact our two troopers have been injured in the attack. We are open to any inquiry,” Tripathi said.
The protests continued for four consecutive days injuries scores of people. The private and public transport remained suspended in most of the area and the shops and business establishments also remained closed in Maisuma, Budshah Chowk, Koker Bazar, Gaw Kadal and Exchange Road. The protesters maintain that they won’t stop the protests unless the CRPF camp was removed from the area.


Senior Superintendent of police, Srinagar, Syed Ahfad-ul-Mujtaba, said a police constable Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din was seriously injured in the clashes.” The entire area has been handed over to police and there is no CRPF deployment. We urge the locals and shopkeepers to stop the protests and resume normal life, “he said.
· FIRING ON PROTESTERS IN BARAMULLA
Feb 11: Police fired on protesters as violent clashes broke out in old Baramulla town when people tried to take out a pro-freedom procession. Police swung into action firing tear smoke shells to quell the protests. A youth Amir Khan was critically injured when a shell hit him. He was rushed to hospital. 

 Police fired rubber bullets to disperse the protesters injuring at least eight persons. Several policemen were also wounded in the clashes. People, raising pro-freedom slogans and in favour of Maqbool Bhat took to streets. However, when the demonstrators were marching towards main Chowk, forces and police tried to stop them, ensuing a clash near Cement Bridge, which connects downtown with highway.

 Later, forces burst teargas shells to disperse them, sources said, adding more than a dozen persons were injured. Forces and police then fired rubber bullets in which one person was injured. All the injured were hospitalized.
· PROTEST IN CHADOORA AGAINST HARASSMENT BY POLICE

Feb 12: Accusing the police of harassment, hundreds of residents of Daulat Pora Chadoora staged protest demonstration against the local police for harassing and picking young boys during the night and demanding huge amounts of money for their release.

According to media, locals of Daulat Pora Chadoora staged protest demonstrations near Press Colony demanding immediate release of the youth arrested by the police. People of the area alleged that a shopkeeper had lodged an FIR with the local police claiming that some goods have been stolen from his shop.

"The police took the matter seriously and with out verifying arrested Farooq Ahmed, Son of Abdul Gani, Ishaq Ahmed, son of Abdul Raheem Wagay, Bashart Ahmed Wagay, son of Bashir Ahmed Wagay and Omar Maqbool, son of Farooq Ahmed Wagay all residents of Daulat Pora Chadoora," said Bashir Ahmad Wagay father of one of the arrested youth, adding, that police is demanding money for the release of their children and they had been told to deposit the money immediately. The protestors demanded that action be taken against the policemen so that the residents feel relieved.

· PROTESTS IN SOPORE, 16 HURT IN CLASHES
Feb 13: At least 16 persons including a sub-inspector were injured when people clashed with Central Reserve Police Force personnel and policemen in north Kashmir’s Sopore town and some city areas following use of force on demonstrations.

 Reports and witnesses said the CRPF troopers beat up shopkeepers at Main Chowk Sopore after hundreds of pro-freedom demonstrators took to streets after Friday prayers and clashed with troops. “When the protesters, who shouted pro-freedom and anti-India slogans, marched from Jamia Masjid to Main Chowk, some youth pelted stones at the CRPF picket inside the State Bank of India premises,” said Muhammad Maqbool, an eyewitness.

 The troopers fired several gunshots in the air to disperse the mob. “After they dispersed, the CRPF went berserk in the area and started beating up the shopkeepers,” Maqbool said, adding that at least nine shopkeepers were injured in the CRPF action.

 The CRPF spokesperson, Prabhakar Tripathi, denied having information about the incident. “I have no knowledge about it,” he told media.
· FRIDAY CLASHES CONTINUE

BULLET HITS WOMAN, 10 INJURED

Feb 20: At least 10 persons including three policemen and a videographer of IBN-7 channel, Muzamil were injured in clashes between protestors and policemen in the old city on Friday (Feb 20), while a woman was hit by a bullet in Nowhatta clashes took place in the city just after the Friday prayers. The protestors were demanding the immediate release of the detained separatist leaders.

According to eye witnesses, clashes erupted in old city areas of Nowhatta, Rajouri Kadal and Gojwara after Friday prayers, when hundreds of people came out on streets to protest against the detention of the various separatists. Police fired in air, lobbed tear smoke shells and resorted to heavy cane charge to disperse the demonstrators at Nowhatta.

Protesters were chanting pro-freedom and anti-India slogans, the protesters tried to take out a protest march. However, the cops fired several rounds in air to quell the demonstrators. A 38-year old woman identified as Shaheen sustained injury when a bullet hit her ear inside her home in the Nowhatta chowk. She was immediately shifted to SK Institute of Medical Sciences Soura, where she was operated by a team of doctors. Her condition was stated to be critical. The injured cops were identified as Mushtaq Ahmad, Mohammad Latief and Nazar Ahmad.

 An official of Nowhatta Police Station said an FIR 20/2009 under section 148/149 has been registered against the stone pelters.   

· CRPF HARRASMENT TRIGGER PROTESTS IN SRINAGAR

Feb 23: Massive protests erupted at Nawab Bazar after the CRPF troopers of 160 BN roughed-up Mohammad Rafiq son of Syed Habibullah of Dolipora, Kupwara, driving a minibus JK01F-6656.Angered over this act of troopers’ people of the area poured onto the streets and protested against the highhandedness of the troopers.

In order to disperse the protestors, police cane charged them and fired tear gas shells. In response the protestors pelted stones on police and troopers. In an ensuing pitched battle between the CRPF troopers and protestors, four persons were injured. Zahoor Ahmad, one of the local residents talking to media said that it has become a routine for the troopers to harass the people.

“We can not bear the harassment of the troops any more. The government should curb them or we have no other option left with us other than taking the law into our own hands,” he said, adding, they can not tolerate the terror policy adopted by the troopers to wreck havoc on the innocent people.

“The state based terrorism has made them disappointed us. Despite the assurances by the administration to put a check over such activities, the atrocities committed by the troopers are increasing every passing day,” he said.

 
Meanwhile the CRPF officials said they would investigate the case and suitable action would be taken against the troopers found guilty. “We are investigating the case. A detailed report has been sought from the battalion deployed in the area. Anyone found guilty would be punished according to law,” Srinagar-based Public Relations Officer of CRPF, Prabhakar Tripthai told media.
· PROTESTS AGAINST ‘DESECRATION’ OF MASJID IN LOLAB

Feb 25: Residents of Rather Mohalla in Lolab area staged a massive protest demonstration against troops for their role in alleged desecration of a Masjid in the area. According to locals, troops from 28 Rashtriya Rifles burnt some material brought out from the local Masjid on Feb 24.This incident infuriated the locals who staged protests .  

 On Tuesday evening (Feb 24), a patrolling party of 28 RR stopped near Rather Mohalla Lolab, and managed their entry in the local Masjid and brought out some material from the Masjid and set them on fire to warm themselves. Locals told media that the army men managed their entry in the Masjid and as a result several holy books, which were kept in the Masjid, got scattered around the floor as the troops searched the Masjid premises for firewood.

 
Locals said that immediately after the army men left the Masjid premises the locals staged a demonstration against the army and demanded strict action against them. Reports said that people assembled at Sogam and later took out a procession demanding action against the troops. Sensing trouble senior army officials rushed to the spot and tried to pacify the protestors. The officials offered apologies and assured the people that such acts will not be repeated in future.

 
Deputy Commissioner Kupwara, Muhammad Abbas Dar while talking to media said that troops of 28 RR had taken refuge in the Masjid and later they burnt a fire to warm themselves. He said that troops saw some papers lying in one of the baskets in the Masjid and they burned them to rekindle the fire.

 “The troops had committed a mistake and later the senior army officials apologized to the people regarding the incident,” Abbas told media.

 However, defence spokesperson Col Uma Maheshwar denied to have received any information about this incident. Col Mahehwar told media that armed forces have been given strict instructions regarding respecting the religious sentiments of people. He said that no army is authorized to enter any mosque premises.
PROTESTER BOOKED UNDER PSA

Feb 2: A day after SSP Srinagar warned the Srinagar youth of strong action against those who hold anti-Government protests in old city, the Government booked a youth of Nowhatta for being ‘in contact with’ a dead militant under Public Safety Act. In the grounds of detention the Government said, Ashiq Hussain Rangraiz, 24, son of Bashir Ahmad Rangraiz of Jamia Masjid has remained close associate of Noor Hussain, a slain militant of Harkat-e-Jehadi-Islami (HUJI). However, the family ridicules the charge and says he was booked for lodging protest on Fridays.

 
The dossier prepared by the deputy commissioner Baramulla, Baseer Ahmad Khan, says that Ashiq Hussain was close associate of Noor Hussain before the latter was killed. It says that Ashiq Hussain was providing information and transportation to the militants.

 
The family members say that he was arrested by the police in civvies on January 15-2008. However, they said that Nowhatta police didn’t register their report about his arrest on the same day. Instead, police in daily diary put the date of his arrest as January 17. They were informed that he has been shifted to Baramulla joint interrogation centre. He remained in the joint interrogation centre and with 29 RR for five days.

 
On January 20, the family approached the District Judge Baramulla. The Court granted bail to Ashiq Hussain. Meanwhile, he was shifted to CIK Humhama and was kept there for four days. On January 29, he was released. This time from police station Pattan. However, next day, police phoned the family and asked them to bring Ashiq to police station for signing necessary documents. The family took Ashiq to police station. There they were handed over the order of Deputy Commissioner Baramulla, Baseer Ahmad Khan, booking Ashiq under the PSA. 

 
Ashiq’s brother says that his brother was booked under PSA for lodging protests on Fridays. He said his brother participated in protests during the land transfer controversy when the whole valley was on roads, and even political parties supported the cause at that time. “That is sole reason he was booked under PSA,” he said.

RELATIVES ALLEGE RANDOM ARRESTS OF TEENAGERS

Feb 26: The relatives of the youth, who were arrested by police fearing large scale protests on Friday, alleged police of carrying random arrests of teenagers. Fearing large scale protests on Friday, the Feb 27 in the city, police has launched a crackdown and arrested 28 persons, whom they claim are ‘stone pelters’.

Police has launched crackdown in most parts of downtown and some areas in uptown Srinagar, where youth frequently clash with police and paramilitary personnel. In down town Srinagar city, police arrested about 13 youth. Eight of them were arrested in Rainawari while rest were held from Nowhatta and adjoining areas.

“The boys were arrested in the evening hours soon after the stone pelting was over in Nowhatta,” a relative of detained person told media, adding,” all of them are lodged in different police stations. No body has so far been released.”

Around 13 people were arrested from Maisuma in past two days. Some of them were released after being given a sound beating in the lock-up. “We were severely tortured by the cops and later released in a very bad shape,” said a youth, who was arrested from Maisuma and subsequently released.” Few of the arrested were stone pelters but most of them were innocents and had not been participating in the protests,” he said.

People in downtown and uptown city alleged that police is randomly arresting their wards. “On the pretext of stone pelters, police is arresting our kids and torturing them,” said Abdul Ahad of Rainawari.

SSP City Afhadul Mujtaba admitted that police have taken some persons, whom he termed as ‘miscreants’, under preventive detention.” We have taken 16 people into custody so far. They were indulging in stone pelting and damaging public property,” Mujtaba told media. The police officer said that six persons were detained from Barzulla while rest were held in old city. “The preventive detention is a routine exercise. This has nothing to do with Friday thing,” he added.

HC AND STATE GOVT. ORDERS RELEASE OF PSA DETAINEES

Feb 5:The Jammu and Kashmir High Court has quashed the detention of 10 persons, including some who were arrested during the Amarnath land transfer agitation, under the Public Safety Act (PSA).Justice Mohammad Yaqoob Mir quashed the detentions on Feb 4 and directed the release of the persons if they were not required in any other case.

Muslim League leader Mohammad Yousuf Mir was among those whose detention under the PSA was quashed by the court. The others are Abdul Ahad Parra, Gulzar Ahmad Palla, Jehangir Ahmad Tantray, Talib Hussain Lone, Zakir Hussain Ganai, Abdul Rashid Kataria, Abdul Rashid Chouhan, Manzoor Ahmad Sheikh and Nazir Ahmad Sheikh.
Feb 17: Jammu Kashmir High Court quashed Public Safety Act against Pahalgam youth who was arrested by the police during land row agitation last summer.

Justice Muhammad Yaqoob Mir after hearing the defence and prosecution found the evidence produced by the police as inadequate to make PSA against Hafiz Ullah Mir of Pahalgam as liable. Justice Mir quashed the PSA and directed the State authorities to release the youth, incase he was not sought in any other case. 

Feb 21: Jammu and Kashmir High Court has quashed the Public Safety Act of five persons and directed authorities to release them forthwith, if they were not sought in any other case. The court quashed the PSA of Sartaj Ahmad Mir, Bilal Ahmad Raina, Gowhar Hussain Dar, Muhammad Ramzan Lone and Zia-ul-Islam Sofi.

Meanwhile government has revoked the Public Safety Act of Dinesh Bharti who was arrested after Amarnath land row in Jammu region “for inciting communal passions.” Sources said that Bharti would be free soon.

CRPF SEEKS NOD TO WITHDRAW 65 COYS FROM SRINAGAR
Feb 2: The paramilitary CRPF has asked the Home Ministry for permission to withdraw 65 companies (8,190 men) from Srinagar in a phased manner, with Jammu and Kashmir Police filling their space. These companies were deployed in Srinagar to maintain law and order after the agitation over the Amarnath shrine land issue in August 2008.

In a communication to the Home Ministry in January 2009, CRPF Director-General V K Joshi’s office said the CRPF wanted to de-induct its personnel from law and order duties and return them to beefing up counter-insurgency efforts in the state.

The ministry is yet to give a formal go-ahead, but has discussed the issue with  Omar Abdullah government and indicated the possibility of a phased withdrawal of the CRPF companies, and a “low-profile posture” for the Para-military personnel involved in counter-insurgency operations in Srinagar.There is an opinion in the ministry that some of these 65 companies should be retained in Srinagar till such time as the state police force has adjusted to the restructured law and order grid in the city.

Some 80 companies (10,080 men) were deployed in the Valley after the Amarnath land agitation. The CRPF came under political attack from the separatists and mainstream politicians, who accused them of using excessive force on demonstrators in downtown Srinagar. The state police brass remained silent in face of the criticism.A total of 19,278 men (153 companies) of the CRPF are currently involved in counter-militancy operations in the Valley. 

On February 12, thirty companies of CRPF were withdrawn from Srinagar and twenty five special flying squads of police have been established as an initiation of process of handing over internal security of the state to police.

Quoting IGP, Kashmir, Dr B Srinavasan, media said that the police will formally replace the check posts erstwhile manned by the CRPF personnel in Srinagar. According to media, CRPF personnel have been recalled from 35- 40 places in the city. Contingents of local police have been deployed on these places and their special vehicles have also been replaced with Tata Sumos.The IGP has further maintained that police will try utmost to change the internal security scenario in order to bring normalcy in the state.

The places where the CRPF has been replaced by the police are airport road, Pirbagh, Bakshi stadium, Nishat and around 40 adjoining places. The IGP has further said that the police-public relations for the last couple of years have improved, which has had its impact on the overall security scenario.

The CRPF was first brought into the Valley in 1990 to fight militancy but it was gradually replaced by Border Security Force (BSF). Some years back, the CRPF was brought back to replace the BSF after improvement in the situation.
POLICE WILL TAKE OVER KASHMIR SECURITY: CM
CRPF DID NOT WANT TO LEAVE: CRPF DG

Feb 5: The Chief Minister, Omar Abdullah directed police to be at the forefront in public places in Srinagar, paramilitary CRPF is de-inducting 133 companies and will hand over law and order baton to police and look only after counter insurgency operations. CRPF Director General has asked the Union Home Ministry that CRPF did not want to leave the valley, and wanted a major role in counter-insurgency (CI) operations in the state.
CRPF spokesman, Prabhakar Tripathi told media that about 133 companies of the force would be relieved from their law and order duties. “They will be returning to their respective headquarters in Kashmir and outside state”, he said. Stating that majority of the relieved companies were deployed in Srinagar, and the de-induction process would be completed in 15 days.

 “The CRPF has been totally released from law and order duty in the state and would only be looking after counter insurgency operations in Srinagar and other parts of the Valley,” CRPF spokesman asserted.

During the agitation against controversial transfer of land to Amarnath board in 2008, the CRPF had come under severe criticism even from mainstream leaders for its handling of the protestors. The Para-military force was accused of using excessive force on the protestors. Last year over 60 civilians were killed in police and Para-military personnel firing during the Amarnath land agitation period. Tripathi said that 20 battalions of Para-military force are deployed in Srinagar.
Inspector General of CRPF, D K Pathak too admitted that the extra companies of the force deployed in the state during Amarnath land agitation and assembly elections are being pulled out. He, however, asserted that the CRPF men already stationed in the State before the land row will not be de-inducted. 
“Only the additional forces deployed during agitation and elections are being been pulled out as the situation is improving in the state,” Pathak said.

A senior police officer, pleading anonymity, told media that talks are in progress to further reduce presence of CRPF in Srinagar. “Many CRPF battalions stationed in Srinagar would be relocated to the hinterland,” he said, adding, “They would not be de-inducted to outside state but would be relocated to neighbouring districts”. “We are expecting the decision in this regard from Home Ministry soon,” he added.

Commenting on the issue, IGP CRPF said so far officially nothing has been communicated to them.” If state government directs us to relocate from the city, we would implement the directions at the earliest,” Pathak told media.    

On January 20, Omar Abdullah had issued instructions to deploy State police in the forefront at all public places in the Srinagar.

“After the de-induction process in Srinagar, the government is now working to extend it to other towns in the valley. Easing of security restrictions and making police solely responsible for law and order situation in Srinagar city has been well-taken by the public and this would be extended to other areas in a phased manner,” Omar had said.
But on February 6, CRPF Director General has asked the Union Home Ministry that CRPF did not want to leave the valley, and wanted a major role in counter-insurgency (CI) operations in the state. One of the ministers in the government told media on the condition of anonymity that the withdrawal of the additional companies of CRPF was one of the major successes of the government.

 “We asked them for complete withdrawal, first they denied withdrawal, “he said, adding, “Our government convinced the Union Home Ministry and they agreed.” He said that government is looking for a major role of police while tackling any sort of situation.

The minister disclosed that government in future has plans to hand over the control of towns to police. “In North as well as South Kashmir, the Army troopers are controlling the towns,” he said, adding, “We want to hand over the control to police and CRPF will be kept at their assistance.” You will see huge bunkers of Army in towns, bus stands and busy markets and it hampers the movement of people and traffic and we want to put an end to it.”

The CRPF spokesman said that as yet the state government has not sent any such proposal to take the control of towns presently under control of army and incase they will be asked, CRPF is ready. “Let the state government ask CRPF, we are ready and we do not have any problem,” Tripathi said.
On February 17, senior police officials said, CRPF will not be shifted out from its positions in the city but Jammu and Kashmir Police will take the lead in maintaining peace and dealing with the law and order situations. The officials said there was some misconception about the role of the paramilitary force in the city and that at no point was moving out of CRPF discussed.

Inspector General of Police Kashmir B. Srinivas said, police has been playing the lead role and was at the forefront in maintaining law and order problems.” But CRPF will continue to remain at places where they are currently posted. They will not be shifted out of their bunkers or buildings," the IGP said when asked by media about the common perception that the paramilitary forces will be shifted from the city.

He said even the Akhara building will remain under the security of the CRPF. The CRPF jawans posted at Akhara building were in the news for wrong reasons, as they allegedly went on a rampage in Maisuma locality of the city. The shopkeepers and residents of the area had demanded shifting of the force from Akhara building.

As part of the Government initiative of presenting the police face of the security force, several steps have been taken which includes deployment of police flying squads at strategic places in the city.

Police sources said the department has procured over two dozen vehicles for these flying squads. "The gypsies have been phased out and now the flying squads have been given Tata Sumo vehicles which can carry more personnel," the sources said. They said the strength of each flying squad team has also been increased from previous two-three cops to present eight to ten cops per team.

"This has been done so that each flying squad should be able to manage the situation in their respective areas for a particular period of time and hold up till reinforcement will be dispatched, should the need arise," the sources added. Police personnel have also been entrusted with special naka checks and random frisking and search operations in sensitive areas.

The sources said the fast track recruitment in armed police was also part of the drive to minimize the presence of CRPF in the city. "Things will be done in a phased manner. Once the new batches of recruits pass out from training, they will be deployed on road patrol and other duties. Initially, the exercise will be carried out in the city and if successful, it will be extended to other parts of the Valley as well," they added.
MAJOR TRAGEDY AVERTED IN KARAN NAGAR
23 CRPF BUILDING HEADQUARTERS GUTTED IN FIRE
Feb 9: In what could have been another Khundroo tragedy, a top floor of a building stationing headquarters of 23 CRPF battalion was completely gutted in Karan Nagar, Srinagar after an ammunition centre inside the building caught fire on Feb 8.A paramilitary trooper was injured in the process.

Panic gripped Karan Nagar area after fire erupted from a CRPF camp stationed in a three storied building near National School. As soon as fire erupted, CRPF troopers as well as locals rushed to safe places fearing blast of ammunition kept inside the building.

Eyewitnesses said, the cause of fire was leakage of LPG in the cooking hall, however CRPF spokesperson Prabhakar Tripathi termed electric short circuit as the cause of fire. He denied injury caused to any CRPF trooper in the fire incident. The in time reaching of fire brigades doused the flames and averted the tragedy since the building housed huge quantity of arms and ammunition. However, reliable sources said at least 50 per cent ‘valuable informatory’ documents inside the building were gutted in fire. Alarmed by the incident, the residents as well as business establishment owners of the area demanded immediate shifting of the said camp to avoid any untoward incident in future.

“How can an ammunition centre be placed in the centre of residential as well as business area? If fire would have gone out of control it would have destroyed hundreds of residential houses within no time. The camp has already caused a menace in the area so it should be removed as soon as possible,” the locals told media.

“Today’s fire incident would have been more or less another Khundroo tragedy, had firemen not controlled it immediately. From now onwards we would be living in a constant threat in our offices,” said the heads of several business offices operating from Karan Nagar.In Khundroo army depot in south Kashmir’s Islamabad district a devastating fire erupted in September 2007 causing heavy loss of life and property.      
LAND OCCUPATION
· CRPF OCCUPIES NIT HOSTELS
Feb 6: Despite tall claims of the state and central governments that troops have been vacated from all the educational institutions of the Valley, Para-military CRPF troopers are occupying two hostels and a guesthouse at Premier National Institute of Technology (NIT) on the City outskirts. The Indus Hostel with 150-bed accommodation and 40 rooms of Tawi Hostel are being occupied by the troops along with guesthouse.

“Presently we have accommodation for only 120 students in the hostels as rest of the space has been occupied by the troops. This place gives look of a garrison as you can see troops moving everywhere. Where will we accommodate the students? Administration isn’t in a position to ask troops to vacate,” a senior official in administration told media on the condition of anonymity.

“Last year (2008) CRPF higher-ups had assured the NIT administration that CRPF would be relocated. They asked us to provide alternative accommodation till the time CRPF would fully vacate. But instead of leaving they occupied both the places,” he added.

A student of NIT wishing anonymity said,” Government is giving a wrong logic that CRPF has been deployed in the NIT for the security of outside state students. They move freely in Lal Chowk and all places of the Valley without any security and no student was ever targeted by the militants. This is the unintelligent logic by the government.”

“This is the only NIT in India where troops are stationed and this has become nuisance for the teaching and student community. For security reasons, one company of Armed Police is sufficient. Only one company of Armed Police is guarding the entire Kashmir University and same can be done here,” he suggested.

Sources said that the troops vacated from Nageen Club were accommodated in the NIT. Defence minister A K Antony at a press conference had said that top priority would be accorded in getting the government infrastructure in Kashmir vacated by the troops, and fixed November 30, 2007 as the deadline for troops to leave the school buildings and health institutions in the Valley.

PRO CRPF, Prabkhar Tripathi defended the presence of troops in the NIT campus.
 “Troops are in the campus for security purpose. All the accommodation has been provided to the troops by the state government and through police we get locations identified where troops have to be placed. “We can’t occupy any accommodation without the consent of state authorities,” he said, adding, “Whenever alternative accommodation is provided to the troops, we would vacate.”
· 20 YRS ON: CRPF STILL OCCUPYING DISPENSARY, VETERINARY IN PALAPORA
Feb 8: Paramilitary CRPF continues to occupy an allopathic dispensary and a veterinary building at Palapora Noorbagh since 1989.The residents of Palapora, 8 km from Lal Chowk have to face lot of hardships as the CRPF troopers have occupied the allopathic dispensary and the people are forced to visit the SMHS hospital and other hospitals to get their minor ailments treated. 
Besides, CRPF troopers have also occupied a veterinary building creating problems for local shepherds and residents who rear livestock. Residents said that the CRPF troopers have occupied the old as well as the new building of the dispensary and a veterinary for the past 20 years.

“The new allopathic dispensary building was constructed eight years back and was soon occupied by CRPF troopers. The CRPF men had occupied the old building in 1989 soon after the outbreak of armed rebellion,” locals said.

“This forced us to offer a dilapidated building of Auqaf Committee Palapora to the Health department to accommodate the dispensary,” said an elderly resident Muhammad Sultan. “CRPF men on duty in bunkers of the occupied buildings pass obscene remarks on the womenfolk who pass by the area,” he alleged.

“Adjacent to an old dispensary was a building for veterinary which CRPF troopers occupied three years after establishing a camp here,” locals said. “Since then the veterinary employees seldom visit this place as their office is occupied.”

Members of Palapora Auqaf Committee said: “Our children and women have been the worst victims of this military occupation. We have to shift them to major hospitals even for minor check ups.”

They said they had also filed a complaint in the court. “The court ordered CRPF troops to vacate the occupied dispensary but the CRPF never moved. We also approached our MLA Mubarak Gul and authorities in the department of health but they too turned a deaf ear,” the residents added.

Deputy Commissioner Srinagar Meraj-ud-Din Kakroo denied having any information about the occupation of dispensary by CRPF troopers. “I will see what the facts are and see what can be done,” he said.

· CRPF OCCUPIES 3 BUILDINGS IN ONE MONTH
WITHDRAWAL ORDER YET TO REACH LANGATE
Feb 11: Despite New Delhi ordering withdrawal of 13000 paramilitary CRPF troopers from the Kashmir Valley, CRPF in Langate, Kupwara has occupied three government buildings in past one month without seeking any permission from the civil administration. A top official of the district administration told media that troopers of 197th battalion CRPF have forcibly occupied three government buildings, a godown of Food Corporation of India (FCI), Panchyat Ghar and Community Information Centre, at Langate. 

 The block development officer Langate, Bashir Ahmed Bhat confirmed that their three buildings were under the occupation of troopers from past one month. “We’ve taken up the matter with our superiors.
 ”One of the government officials said that occupation of buildings by CRPF was hampering official work. “Common people desist from entering into the buildings due to fear psychosis of CRPF men,” said, Nazir Ahmed (name changed). He said that from the day troopers have occupied the buildings they are dictating terms to the officials and the visitors. “They check our Identity cards daily and subject the visitors to questioning.”

 Sources said the BDO had raised the issue of occupation with the Deputy Commissioner Kupwara, Muhammad Abbas Dar, a few days ago, but DC expressed his helplessness and termed it as a matter of security.

 Superintendent of Police, Handwara Muhammad Rafiq Vakil said that troopers were not occupying the buildings permanently and would vacate it within few days.

 When contacted the CRPF spokesman, Prabhakar Tripathi said that they do not occupy any building on their own. “We are provided accommodation by state and the police,” he added.
· SECURITY FORCES RENDER KUPWARA'S MARBLE FACTORIES DEFUNCT

Feb 20: The marble factories in Kupwara that used to give employment to hundreds of people are defunct for last two decades. The factories are under the occupation of security forces. People have demanded revival of the factories.Soura Marble (SM) factory; situated three kilometers away from Kupwara town on Kupwara-Chowkibal road at Batergam used to provide employment to many people but was occupied by the Border Security Force (BSF) in 1991 and was used for counter insurgency operations.

Though the security forces have vacated the factory partially, but the owners of the factory are not in position to start it again. "The part that is yet with BSF is important and it is not possible to start operation without vacation of that," sources close to the owners said.

Similarly it's another branch in Hari Trehgam is also occupied by the troopers and the Territorial Army (TA) headquarters has been established in it. The records maintain that the marble unit was occupied first by the 42 Rashtriya Rifles in 1992 and later it was handed over to TA.

The marble that was extracted from the hills of Zirhama and Awoora areas was carved in these factories and later it was sent to outside state. The owners of the factory told media that former deputy chief minister Mangat Ram Sharma once visited the factories and assured that these factories would be revived and the matter would be discussed in upper forums. "The assurances proved hoax," added the owner.

The locals who used to earn bread after the hard labour in these factories have demanded revival of these factories at the earliest. "We used to earn for our families in these factories two decades ago," a delegation from the area told media. "Will the government revive these factories so that we can again earn for our families?" he added.

Last year after media carried out similar reports on some industries, the former minister Babu Singh admitted that these and some factories and agriculture plants are defunct due to occupation by the different security agencies and matter will be discussed with top brass of security forces.

IN BRIEF

· FEB 2 1992, AJAS RECALLS BSF TERROR

Feb 1: The residents of Ajas still remember the fateful day when four innocent locals were killed and hundreds were left injured in the BSF firing on February 2 1992.  

"We will never forget the day when BSF men fired indiscriminately on people, including children and women, who were protesting against the atrocities committed against the villagers by the troopers," said a group of people in Ajas.

Recalling the incident, 79-year-old, Ghulam Muhammad Ganie, told media, “When the locals refused to come out for identification parade in the area and raised pro-freedom slogans, the BSF men turned hostile and picked some youth and started beating them in a nearby camp leaving one of them, Wali Rehman dead.”

When the people protested against the killing and the atrocities, the troopers went berserk killing Abdul Rashid Ganie, Abdul Rahim Rather, Muhammad Maqbool and Muhammad Sultan.

"I was with my three children, one of them in my lap, when the BSF troopers opened fire on the people who were forcibly gathered by the troopers in a field," said Taja Begum, 45, adding, "Among my three children, two are still suffering from psychiatric disease after the incident."

"I visited noted doctors of the valley, but they say that both of them are suffering from deep shock of the incident," she added.

"People were jumping into the rivulet to save themselves but troopers chased them with gun butts," said Ghulam Ali.  

· STONE THROWERS CAN’T BE BOOKED UNDER PSA: BAR

Feb 3: The High Court Bar Association has decided to challenge the orders that could lead to the arrest of a citizen involved in stone-pelting under the Public Safety Act. 

 
Describing the police order as a blatant violation of the law, the HCBA president, Mian Abdul Qayoom, told media, the official had no authority to issue such orders. “If such order is issued, it would be a blatant violation of the law in the first place,” he said. “Only those feared enemies to the public law and order, danger to state security and timber smugglers could be booked under the Act.”

Stone throwers could only be treated under a normal criminal law. “Stone-pelting doesn’t fall under the ambit of the PSA,” he said. “The accused in stone-pelting could be freed by a lower-court judge,” he said, adding, he was surprised at the SSP’s warning. “The SSP has no role in implementing the PSA, he could, at best, forward the report to his seniors.”

  Qayoom said the only implementing authority in this regard were the district magistrate, divisional commissioner and the government. “A police officer issuing such order was totally uncalled for on his part,” he said. “Such a statement that paves way for detention of Kashmiris under black laws is aimed at appeasing seniors.”

· MILITANTS MAIM VILLAGER

Feb 18: Militants allegedly chopped off ears of an elderly man at village Triyath in Rajouri district of Jammu province.

Police report said that three masked militants entered the house of Noordin son of Lala at Triyath at 3:00 AM. They enquired the name of the house owner and later chopped off his both ears. The militants blamed him of providing information to the troops. The victim was admitted to the hospital. 

· 3 YEARS AFTER DOODHIPORA KILLINGS

ARMY NOT COOPERATING: INQUIRY OFFICER

Feb 21: The judicial probe ordered by the government in the killing of three youth and a minor allegedly by the troopers of 33 Rashtriya Rifles on this day in 2006 has come to a halt, as “army is not cooperating.”   

 Troopers, according to the locals, gunned down three youth Ghulam Hassan Bhat, Shakir Hassan, Abdul Samad Mir and an 8-year old Amir Akbar Hajam on February 22 in a local cricket field in this frontier district. The government headed by Ghulam Nabi Azad had ordered a judicial probe vide order number 3185-LD (A) assuring that the killers would be punished. 

 At least, 24 villagers including an eighth class student deposed before the inquiry officer Syed Tariq Ahmed Naqashbandi. However, after his retirement last year, the probe came to an abrupt halt.    

 In a communiqué to the commissioner / secretary, Home, the new inquiry officer stated: “Proceedings conducted by my predecessor reveal that the troopers of 33 RR are not cooperating which is hindering the culmination of inquiry. You are, therefore, requested to direct the army to cooperate.”

EXPLOSIONS
· 4 COPS INJURED IN MILITANT ATTACK
On February 3, four police personnel were injured in a militant attack on the office of Sub Divisional Police Officer (SDPO) Sumbal in Bandipora district of North Kashmir, official sources said.

Militants hurled a grenade towards the office of the SDPO Sumbal at around 7.15 p.m, which exploded in the compound of the office, the sources said. Two constables and two Special Police Officers (SPOs) were injured in the grenade explosion. 
· 2 INJURED IN GRENADE ATTACK

On February 18, At least two persons were injured when unidentified persons lobbed a grenade at a bunker of paramilitary CRPF men near Magarmal crossing in Srinagar.

According to Station House Officer, Police Station Shergari Aijaz Ahmad, unidentified men lobbed a grenade at a CRPF bunker. However the grenade missed the target and injured two passersby who have been identified as Javaid Malik of Kulgam and Nadeem Ashraf of Nawa Kadal.
· ARMY PORTER DIED IN MINE BLAST

On February 25, an army porter died in land mine explosion at Seri area of Nowshera near the Line of Control (LoC) in Rajouri district. 
Identified as Om Prakash, son of Sant Ram of Dungi Brahamana, he accidentally stepped over a land mine near the Loc. Police said that he was engaged with 98 Field Regiment. Police have initiated inquest proceedings under section 174 Cr PC.
· SHEPHERD INJURED IN MINE BLAST
On February 27, a shepherd was injured in a landmine blast at Bhagyal Dhara near LoC in Poonch district. Identified as Mohammad Younus, son of Faqer Din of Bhagyal Dhahra, he sustained grevious injuries and was evacuated to the Poonch hospital.
According to police, the victim stepped over a landmine inadvertently while grazing his cattle near LoC on February 27. He lost his leg in explosion.
SOLDIER GETS LIFER FOR FRATRICIDE

ARMY SHOWS INCIDENT AS GUNFIGHT DRAWS RS 80 LAKH EX-GRATIA

Feb 7: An army Court has convicted a soldier for life imprisonment for killing his two colleagues even as the army has passed off the incident as “encounter with militants” and drawn Rs 80 lakh as ex-gratia in favour of the next kin of the deceased soldiers. The incident had taken place in south Kashmir, Pulwama district three years back. It came to fore after a petition (OWP 99/08) was filed in the High Court by a trooper, Updesh Kumar of Gurgaon.

Counsel for the petitioner told the Court that in January 2006, two soldiers, Naib Suabadar Gurmail Singh (belt 2676752) and Lance Naik Lukindar Singh (belt number 26903081) were killed and another soldier was injured in an accidental fire of Updesh Kumar. The Army ordered an inquiry into it.

The inquiry, counsel revealed that they were hit by accidental fire. However, the army rejected the inquiry report and ordered a Court Martial which, on October 26, 2006, awarded life sentence to the accused Updesh Kumar. But, the army passed off the incident as an “encounter.” 

Counsel for the petitioner revealed that the army had released an ex-gratia of Rs 80 lakh in favour of the next kin of the deceased soldiers. He informed the Court that if the soldiers were killed by militants then why his client has been convicted. The Court has directed the army to file objections within two weeks.

After the award of life sentence, the accused soldier was sent to a Haryana jail. However, he was brought to Srinagar centre jail on the directions of the High Court. M.M Iqbal pleaded before the Court that he should be lodged in Gurgaon jail where his family members can meet him.

SUICIDES AND FRATRICIDAL KILLINGS BY TROOPS
· CRPF OFFICERS COMMIT SUICIDE
Feb 10: A CRPF officer identified as Sub Inspector Jaimal Singh (No. 79126008551-GD) shot himself dead with his AK-47 service rifle inside 164 Bn Camped at Kokernag, the spokesman said. Singh died on the spot, he said adding it was not immediately known why the officer took such an extreme step. Police has registered a case in this regard.

 Meanwhile, another Sub Inspector Balwant Singh son of Suraj Singh of 110 battalion CRPF,committed suicide at a grid station in Pampore.Police have initiated proceedings under section 174 Cr PC.

· BSF MAN COMMITS SUICIDE

Feb 27: A Para-military BSF trooper committed suicide in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district.He was identified as Constable Vinod Kumar, belt no 09009124, of 122 Battalion BSF. The constable, posted in DIG headquarters in Madder, shot himself in the forehead. Police have registered FIR in the case.

REPORTED DISAPPEARANCES

·  YOUTH MISSING

Feb 28: According to reports, Tariq Ahmad Mir, 24, resident of Pinjura, Shopian went missing on February 23 when he was on way to Srinagar to appear in interview in Airtel and went missing from Kakapora. Mir’s Aunt Mehmooda told media that she called Mir on his mobile when he reached Kakpora. An hour later, she said, Mir’s mobile was switched off.

“I thought he is being interviewed and has switched off the mobile. Hardly an hour later, his cousin called me from Srinagar saying Mir had not reached the interview venue,” she told media. Mir’s family has lodged an FIR with the local police station.
OFFICIAL STATEMENTS
· GOVT WORKING TOWARDS AFSPA WITHDRAWAL: OMAR
Feb 27: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said that his Government was working towards withdrawal of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA), a tough law often under attack by rights activists, from the state. The Act, which is also applicable to insurgency-hit Northeastern states, was clamped in the state since 1990.

“My Government is creating the conditions conducive for the withdrawal of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act from the state,” Omar said in the Assembly, adding, “If the situation continues to improve the way it has been improving, the coalition government would work towards withdrawal of laws like the AFSPA and Disturbed Areas Act,” he said.

He also said that he had taken up with the Centre a violation of an operating procedure for launching anti-militancy operations by the Army. The procedure he was referring to makes it mandatory for the Army to share intelligence inputs with the local police when launching an operation.
KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY-2009

	DATE
	SOLDIERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	Feb 01
	-
	3
	-
	-

	Feb 02
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Feb 03
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 04
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 05
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 06
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 07
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 08
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 09
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Feb 10
	2
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 11
	-
	-
	-
	1(Army Informer)

	Feb 12
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Feb 13
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 14
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 15
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 16
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 17
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 18
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 19
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 20
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 21
	1(SPO)
	-
	2
	-

	Feb 22
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 23
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 25
	-
	-
	-
	1(Army porter)

	Feb 26
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 27
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 28
	1(SPO)
	-
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	6
	5
	3
	2

	                                                         IN TOTAL
	16  KILLINGS


PROBES AND ENQUIRIES ORDERED IN THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2009
	Incident 
	Victim’s detail 
	Agency Involved 
	Enquiry ordered by 
	Brief detail of the incident 

	Killing
	Fayaz Ahmad Mir,25 (Tailor)
	18 RR personnel
	On Feb 2: SSP Kupwara, Uttam Chand told media that a gazetted level police officer has been appointed as investigating officer and he will conduct the probe into the killing.
	Feb 2-09: Fayaz Ahmad was allegedly shot dead by army personnel in Lolab area of Kupwara district. Police have registered an FIR while army denied its hand in death of the civilian. 

       The family members of Fayaz Ahmad Mir said that while he was returning to his residence at village Choti Zab Khorhama from the shop on Feb 1, he was shot dead by 18 RR personnel.

 “At around 7.30 pm, when he was about to enter his residence, he was fired from point blank range by the army men, who had laid an ambush in the village. After hearing the gun shots, Fayaz’s brother Naseer came out of the house and found him in pool of blood. He raised hue and cry and after hearing the screams, the family members and neighbours rushed to the spot. Sensing trouble, the army men fled from the spot,” they said.

Police has registered FIR No 307/09 under section 302 RPC and launched investigation to establish the circumstances that led to the killing of the tailor.

Public Relations Officer, Northern command, Col D K Kachari in a statement issued here said, “A civilian was killed in a cross fire between militants and the Army (18 Rashtriya Rifles) at Khurama, Lolab.  An FIR has been lodged and matter is being investigated by police.  As alleged the Army has not killed the civilian.”

	Beating and harassing
	
	CRPF troopers
	On Feb 10: State government has ordered probe into incident and asked Deputy Inspector General of Police, Kashmir to hold an inquiry into the incident.

The senior superintendent of police, Syed Afadul Mujtaba, said an inquiry had been ordered into the incident. DIG Central, Muneer Khan, will conduct inquiry into the matter and give his report within a few days.
	Feb 10-09: At least 30 persons were injured when police used force to disperse a massive demonstration against the harassment by paramilitary CRPF troopers at Maisuma. The trouble erupted when some CRPF troopers stationed at Akhara Building allegedly thrashed a shopkeeper at Maisuma. When some pedestrians and shopkeepers intervened, the troopers thrashed them too. To protest against the harassment, the shopkeepers and locals staged demonstrations outside the Akhara Building demanding action against the accused troopers. However, the troops brutally cane-charged them and their colleagues threw stones and bricks on the protesters from the building. The cops also fired several tear smoke shells to disperse the protesters. 

 A police spokesman said in the wake of an altercation between Police, CRPF and civilians at Maisuma and Budshah Chowk, a meeting of the locals and shopkeepers was held by the Divisional Commissioner Kashmir and IGP Kashmir. “They were assured that the matter will be thoroughly probed,” he said.

 The divisional commissioner, Masood Samoon, said the government had taken strong notice of the alleged harassment. “We have directed the CRPF authorities to relieve the CRPF 139 bn troopers at Akhada Building of the responsibility of maintaining law and order in the area. It will be entrusted to police,” he said.   

 
The senior superintendent of police, Syed Afadul Mujtaba, said an inquiry had been ordered into the incident. The SSP said DIG Central, Muneer Khan, will conduct inquiry into the matter and give his report within a few days.” There are allegations of harassment against the CRPF. We will record statements of witnesses and even review footage of CCTV to ascertain the facts,” the SSP said.

The PRO CRPF, Prabhakar Tripatri refuted the allegations of harassment. “Actually our troops were attacked by a procession of JKLF. In fact our two troopers have been injured in the attack. We are open to any inquiry,” Tripathi said.

	Killings
	1.Muhammad Amin Tantray son of Muhammad Shaban of Bomai 

2. Javid Ahmad Dar son of Muhammad Ismail of Muslim Peer, Sopore.
	22 RR
	On Feb 21: The chief minister ordered magisterial inquiry into the incident with instructions that the Inquiry Officer will submit report within 15 days. He assured that exemplary punishment will be given to those found guilty.
	Feb 21-09: Two persons were killed in army firing at Bomai, Sopore. The incident occurred when an Army convoy of 22 Rashtriya Rifles was passing through the area near Bomai.

Feb 24-09: The district magistrate, Baramulla, has summoned army officials to record their statements in connection with the killing of two civilians in Bomai. Baseer Ahmed Khan sent a letter (DM/2009/ps/2471-72) to the Army, asking it to direct the commanding officer of 22 Rashtriya Rifles and the company commander of the unit whose troopers were involved in the incident, to appear before him on Feb. 25, for deposition in connection with the killing of two civilians.

             Police registered murder case against the unit and registered an FIR 73/09 under section 302 Cr PC against them.


	Date
	Custodial and Extra judicial Killings
	Women Killed
	Children Killed
	Alleged Disappearances

	Feb 02
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 23
	-
	-
	-
	1

	TOTAL
	1
	0
	0
	1


CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS

Feb 1: Police and army claimed to have killed three unidentified militants in Handwara area of Kupwara district.
Feb 2: A 25-year-old tailor identified as Fayaz Ahmad Mir, son of Abdul Rashid Mir, was allegedly shot dead by army personnel in Lolab area of Kupwara district.

Feb 3: Four police personnel were injured in a militant attack on the office of Sub Divisional Police Officer (SDPO) Sumbal in Bandipora district.

Feb 4: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Feb 5: Police claimed to have recovered the body of Ghulam Muhammad Bhat, 38 son of Lala Bhat of Balhama at Gooripora Awantipora.

Feb 6: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Feb 7: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Feb 8: A CRPF personal was killed when the service rifle of his colleague went off accidentally near a railway track in Qazigund.He was identified as Subrahanshiv Mohanti Belt No 041544147 of 154 battalion.

Feb 9: Army claimed to have killed a Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) militant in Kalihand top area of Doda district. The slain militant has been identified as Bashir Ahmed Malik, 22, alias Saif Ullah, son of Abdullah Malik resident of Tantna, Gundana, Doda.
Feb 10: A CRPF officer identified as Sub Inspector Jaimal Singh (No. 79126008551-GD) shot himself dead with his AK-47 service rifle inside 164 BN Camped at Kokernag. Meanwhile, another Sub Inspector Balwant Singh son of Suraj Singh of 110 battalion CRPF, committed suicide at a grid station in Pampore. In another incident, at least 30 persons were injured when police used force to disperse a massive demonstration against the harassment by paramilitary CRPF troopers at Maisuma.

Feb 11: Unidentified gunman shot dead a man in Bandipora. He was identified as Safir Ahmad Mir son of Muhammad Akbar Mir of Nowpora, Bandipora. Locals alleged that Safir was an army informer. In the shootout a barber Naseem Salam of Muzaffarnagar Uttar Pradesh sustained injuries. Police has registered a case about the incident. Meanwhile, police fired tear smoke shells to quell the protesters as violent clashes broke out in old Baramulla town when people tried to take out a pro-freedom procession. A youth Amir Khan was critically injured when a shell hit him.

Feb 12: Police claimed to have killed a Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) militant in Chatloora, Rafiabad. The slain militant was identified as Riyaz Ahmad Bhat alias Chachu son of Abdul Kabir Bhat of Chatloora.

Feb 13: At least sixteen persons including four policemen sustained injuries in the clashes in various parts of Srinagar city and Sopore.
Feb 14: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.
Feb 15: At least four person sustained injuries in the clashes in downtown, Srinagar. The people were protesting against the alleged harassment by paramilitary forces.
Feb 16: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.
Feb 17: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Feb 18: At least two persons were injured when unidentified persons lobbed a hand grenade at a bunker of paramilitary CRPF men near Magarmal crossing in Srinagar. The injured were identified as, Javaid Malik of Kulgam and Nadeem Ashraf of Nawa Kadal. Meanwhile, Police claimed to have recovered an unidentified body near Radio Kashmir crossing, Srinagar.

Feb 19: Violence free.
Feb 20: At least 10 persons including three policemen and a videographer of IBN-7 channel Muzamil were injured in clashes between protesters and policemen in Nowhatta area of Srinagar. A 38-year old woman identified as Shaheen sustained injury when a bullet hit her ear inside her home in the Nowhatta chowk. The injured cops were identified as Mushtaq Ahmad, Mohammad Latief and Nazar Ahmad.

Feb 21: Two youth were killed and one critically injured when Army opened indiscriminate fire at Bomai, Sopore. The deceased were identified as Muhammad Amin Tantray, 23, of Bomai Sopore, Javed Ahmad Dar, 24, of Muslim peer and the injured was identified as Firdous Ahmad Khwaja son of Abdul Ghaffar of Bomai, Sopore. Meanwhile, a special police officer (SPO) was shot dead by suspected militants at Adipora, Sopore. Police sources said that suspected militants fired from point blank range towards SPO identified as Mohammad Altaf Shah at Adipora, Sopore. He died on the spot. No group has claimed the responsibility of the attack.
Feb 22: At least eight persons, including three policemen, were injured in violent protests in Sopore against the killings. Police fired several tear smoke shells and rubber bullets to chase away the protesters.

Feb 23: At least 25 persons were injured, when security forces fired rubber bullets, burst tear smoke shells and resorted to heavy cane charge to disperse the protestors at Nowabazar, Jamalhatta, Aalikadal and Marplan areas.

Feb 24: At least 20 persons including five mediamen and three cops were injured in the violent clashes in civil lines and several downtown localities over killing of Shabir Ahmad Sheikh.

Feb 25: An army porter engaged with 98 Field Regiment died in land mine explosion at Seri area of Nowshera near Line of Control (LoC) in Rajouri district. He was identified as Om Prakash son of Sant Ram of Dungi Brahamana. Meanwhile, at least 30 persons were injured when police resorted to aerial firing, burst tear smoke shells and used cane charge to disperse the protest demonstrators who defied curfew restrictions at Batamaloo, Barzulla, Natipora, Tengpora, Srinagar, as well as in Baramulla and Bomai, Sopore. 
Feb 26: At least 13 people were injured in Maisuma, Srinagar when cops fired numerous tear smoke canisters and resorted to massive baton charge to disperse the protesters. The people were protesting against the killing of Showkat by unidentified persons. 

Feb 27: A Para-military BSF trooper identified as Constable Vinod Kumar, belt no 09009124, of 122 Battalion BSF committed suicide in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district. He was posted in DIG headquarters in Madder. Meanwhile, at least 10 persons were injured in police action in Maisuma, Sopore, Baramulla and Handwara towns. The people were protesting against the killings by army.
Feb 28: A Special Police Officer (SPO) attached with 10 Rashtriya Rifles identified as Fallail Singh resident of Kastigarh was abducted and later shot dead by militants of Lashkar-e-Toiba at Kastigarh in Doda district.
FUGITIVE RASHID BILLA IN VALLEY, POLICE TURN BLIND EYE


 Even as a Jammu court has acquitted the prime accused in the Soura triple murder case, former sub divisional police officer, Abdul Rashid Khan alias Rashid Billa, and other policemen, the whereabouts of the absconding former official are still not known. Although reports suggest his presence in Srinagar, police have turned a blind eye toward him.


Taking cognizance of the incident and its aftermath, and on the directions of the then chief minister, Dr Farooq Abdullah, the then director-general of police, Gurbachan Jagat, had ordered an inquiry into the case. The then inspector-general of police, Kashmir, P S Gill, got cases registered against the accused and recommended the transfer of the investigation to the elite Crime Branch of the police.


Following the investigation, the SDPO and other policemen were charged with murder. While the case landed up in the court, the SDPO was dismissed from service. However, Rashid Billa disappeared “mysteriously” and has not been found ever since. Over the period, however, attempts were made to plant stories in the media that Billa was hiding in the farm house of a senior police officer belonging to Punjab. It strains belief that the police cannot find Rashid Billa. There are reports he has been regularly visiting his family lodged for several years past in the police colony at Srinagar. Reports even speak of his collaborating with police authorities as an undercover operative.


Media has learnt that the planted stories were aimed at serving a dual purpose. On the one hand, these enabled Billa’s friends in the police, with whom he had worked in close collaboration, to justify their failure to apprehend the criminals. On the other, these enable departmental rivalries full play. The stories have reportedly come in handy to tarnish the reputation of a senior police officer. It has been learnt that the police officer has no farm in Punjab and it was he who had got a case registered against the accused and got it transferred to the Crime Branch.


The victims’ families have accused the government of developing cold feet on what they termed as a heinous crime involving the former senior police official and other personnel. “Although the former SDPO has been dismissed from service for his involvement in the triple murder, the police have so far failed to apprehend him in spite of the fact that he has been reportedly roaming free in Srinagar and even visiting his family which has been given shelter in the police colony,” they alleged.
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NAYEEM KHAN FREED AFTER 4 MONTHS OF DETENTION


Feb 21: The government released senior Hurriyat leader and chairman of National Front, Nayeem Ahmad Khan, after serving nearly four months of detention. Khan was arrested on October 27, 2008 during June uprising and later booked under Public Safety Act. Khan was shifted to Kathua Jail. After deterioration of his health, Khan was shifted to Central Jail in Srinagar on Court orders.


Authorities had cited one of the detention grounds of Khan as ‘playing pivotal role in uniting’ the two factions of Hurriyat. The Government on Feb 19 had revoked the detention orders under PSA of 21 detainees, including Khan with immediate effect. However, after Khan and others were not released, violent demonstrations rocked the Old City on Feb 20, injuring at least 20 persons.  





A billboard outside the Rajinder Post camp reads: ‘Our message is of friendship.’ But locals accuse troopers of spreading “hatred” and “terror.”  “The girls have to move through the Army camp to reach the school. They pass indecent remarks on them. If the post will not immediately shifted we will launch an agitation,” locals said, adding, “The troopers harass us on one pretext or other. They have made our lives miserable.”
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