Editorial: 
ULEMA DISCOURSE
This year on the International Day of the Disappeared on August 30, Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) organized a seminar on the issues, confronting the wives and children of desaparecidos, the remarriage and the inheritance right of their children. More than 1, 500 half-widows are facing economical, social and psychological problems. The very status of women changes after the disappearance of their husband. They get further disempowered from taking a decision about their lives. In isolated cases, the family members re-marry them with their brother’s-in-law, but in most of the cases according to our study, the women hesitate to re-marry because of their children’s future. The mothers’ become hostage to their children’s future particularly about the upbringing and are willing to give any sacrifice and accept any status for their children. The other factor is, the time durations for which a half-widow has to wait. According to different Islamic schools of thought, a half-widow has to wait from 4 to 90 years. But the consensus amongst the most of the contemporary Islamic scholars is on 4 years. The major problem of children is inheritance rights from their ancestral property, who according to Islamic law get disinherited from the property of the living grandfather. According to Islamic law, the grandson is not entitled to the property of grandfather after his father’s death. There are scores of cases where the grandchildren finally were left on the mercy of their grandfather and uncles (if they are willing) to gift the property. 

Keeping in view these two issues, the Ulema, Muftis were invited to deliberate upon this issue and to give reasonable interpretation of the laws (Ijtihaad) taking into consideration the changing times. Besides, the objective was also to engage the religious institutions to highlight the plight of relatives of desaparecidos and also to generate a public opinion. The religious institutions being the important section of civil society have done commendable job in generating the sympathy, awareness and financial support towards the conflict related orphans (40,000), as different orphanage centers have came up. These institutions, besides collecting public donations, which people willingly contribute as a religious obligation, generates public opinion. But in the case of relatives of disappeared the religious institutions and the civil society has failed to engage the people. Hitherto, the issue has remained confined to relatives and media, and to some extent to the govt.     

During the deliberations, the Ulema and Muftis hesitated to propound an unconventional position fearing it would trigger a controversy and backlash into religious and conservative circles. They restricted their opinion on public sympathy, religious obligations and morality, which was fine under the “prevailing circumstances”, but what they lack was their commitment towards the issue, as invariably happens in the seminars and conferences. The participants displayed enthusiasm as happened in this seminar like founding a trust and appealing for donations, but no follow up is being made later. The religious institutions are potential to highlight the plight of the desaparecidos, but since most of the clergy realize it is a sensitive issue unlike orphanage and any mobilization could invite a political controversy, which they want to avoid. Of course, they are not revolutionaries or freedom fighters. Thereby, on both the accounts, it was slightly disappointing, as nothing concrete came out of the conference. But the APDP feels successful in the way that the seminar generated a debate on the vital issue for the first time, otherwise, accomplishment is not possible in one activity. It needs a serious follow up from the important sections of the society to mobilize the opinion towards the plight of desaparecidos. There are many other issues which have not been addressed and are important like the legal status of the disappeared public servants, as their issues could have been taken by the trade union organizations. According to the Civil Service Regulations (Classification Control and Appeal) Rules 1956, a public servant can only be terminated from service, if he willfully remains absent from duty, but once a public servant has been subject to enforced disappearance, how come, his family is punished and driven to starvation by terminating him from duty. Notwithstanding, the trade union organizations were repeatedly approached by the APDP formally, as well as informally for taking up the matter with the govt. for amending the Civil Service Regulations or at least passing a circular, so that till the whereabouts of the public servant (disappeared by law enforcing agencies) is not ascertained and family should get the sustenance allowance. Even the APDP was willing to give some names of those disappeared employees to the trade associations, but there was no response. They seem to be insensitive towards their own colleagues and are obsessed with the pay commissions’ recommendations. 
There are many issues which can be highlighted by deliberations and discussions. There is no need of getting dismissive. What is very important that there should be consistency on the issues. It is a long struggle and there are no shortcuts with which we Kashmiris are obsessed of. As the saying goes “Enthusiasm is the bottom of all the progress with it there is accomplishment and without it there are only alibis”.  
ON THE “INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE DISAPPEARED”

APDP ORGANIZES A SEMINAR
“Half-widows and orphans – a way forward in Islamic Jurisprudence”

and “Convention for the protection of all persons from enforced or involuntary disappearances” & its relevance to the phenomenon of disappearance of Kashmir
To deliberate over plight and rights of half-widows and to emphasize upon the orphan’s inheritance rights Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) organized a seminar “Half-Widows and Orphans - A way forward in Islamic Jurisprudence” and “Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances” on the International Day of the Disappeared in a local hotel. The association had invited Islamic scholars and civil society leaders to through light on the subjects. 
The seminar was split into two sessions. In the first session the religious scholars (Ulema) deliberated upon the topic "Half-widows and Orphans - a way forward in Islamic Jurisprudence” and in the second session the human rights activists and civil society actors discussed the "The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances and its relevance with the phenomenon of disappearances in Kashmir”.
A sizeable number of half-widows and their children participated in the seminar. The seminar was also aimed to educate the victims and also to through a debate in the society about its responsibilities towards relatives of disappeared.  

The invitees were Mufti Azam Bashir-ud-din Sahab, Moulana Yaqoob Sahab of Jamait-e-Ahlihadees, Moulana Mushtaq Sahab of Baramulla, Molvi Yaseen Sahab of Budgam, Mr. Gautam Navlakha, Dr. Altaf Hussain, Dr. Mubarik Ahmad and civil society members.

The seminar was moderated by Zahir-ud-Din, author of two volumes of “Did They Vanish in Thin Air” a book on disappeared. Zaheer-ud-Din, while highlighting the importance of the issue stated that he many a times requested different NGOs and philanthropic organizations to come forward to take half-widows under their care. But the groups were reluctant and citing the reasons that there are no such aims and objectives in their byelaws and constitution. He said that nobody is ready to extent sustained help to them. He prefixed a request in the programme for fundraising, which will be used in helping the orphans. He underlines the obligation of helping these half-widows and orphans. 

Molvi Mohammad Yaseen Sahab of Pir Bagh, Srinagar delivered inaugural speech in the first session. He said: “When we observe Quran, there is not a single chapter wherein mention of widows and orphans is not made. In this book of Allah, it is clearly made mandatory to help both widows and orphans. Their rights and our responsibilities towards them are enormous. We at our levels will try to develop a consensus so that we can initiate something to help the victims. Debates and discussions are being held over the issue, but little has been done practically.”

Mufti Azam Bashirudin Sahab’s Narrative on the issue of Half- Widows and Orphans: 

The Quran and Sunah (Prophet (SAW) teachings) and the interpretations made by Ulema constitute Shariah. The Shariah directs us to observe in letter and spirit the Islamic norms. The Shariah laws evidently discussed every aspect of life. The women’s rights over men, children’s rights over parents, a brother’s rights over another and one neighbor’s rights over another. Islamic Shariah fully explained the norms of inheritance and norms of marriage and remarriage. 

In our state he said there is burning issue of disappearance (In Arabic - Mafkood-ul-Khabar - means when the whereabouts of a person is not known). If a person disappeared and left children behind in the family and there is none in the house to look after them. So according to the Shariah, we need to understand our responsibilities as far these destitute are concerned. As many as 95% of Muslims of the world follow the school of thought of Imam-e-Azam, Hazrat Abu Hanifa (RA) but some of his opinions are not being accepted by some contemporary Ulema, not because they are wrong but for being interpreted according to the prevailing situations. Apart from Hanifia school of thought there are other three schools of thought Imam–e-Shafi (RA), Imam-e-Malik (RA), Imam-e-Ahmad-bin-Hambal All the four have interpreted Islam and have gave several interpretations of Shariah. We have to abide by all the four schools of thought as it is obligatory on us (Muslims). 

Imam Azam opined that a woman has to wait for 90 years if her husband disappear. The opinion later re-interpreted by other school of thoughts citing the reason that the period of 90 years is very long. Then Imam Malik’s school of thought decreed that if a married person remain missing for 4 years and if there would be no clue of person’s fate even after proper investigation. After that the Qazi Shariah or Mufti (religious scholar having authority to pass a decree) can nullify the person’s marriage and the missing person would be considered dead, even if the person would be alive.  After Qazi Shariah pronounces the missing person as dead, the half-widow has to wait for stipulated time of four months and 10 days and after that she can remarry.
The phenomenon of disappearance started in 90’s and thousands of disappeared left behind their relatives like; father, mother, brother, sister, wife and children. Now-a-day, we have mothers, sisters, daughters and wives facing multifold problems. 

“If husband of any woman had disappeared, I request her to go to Qazi Shariah in order to seek his permission for the second marriage. Unless and until, a Qazi would not give his verdict on missing person after proper investigation, a woman cannot go for remarriage. However, there are State Marriage Acts, which provide that a woman has to wait for a time period of seven years since the disappearance of her husband. According to the Act, a disappeared would be declared dead after 7 years. Where there is clash between the State law and norms of Shariah, the Shariah law will prevail upon according to our religious norms laid down in Shariah.”

“As far as the property of the disappeared person is concerned, it cannot be divided or distributed until 90 years will pass, but if a person have children then the property would be distributed among them. Whereas, in case if the disappeared person were living with his father, under such circumstances the power of distribution of property lies with father of the disappeared, and the children of the disappeared cannot claim property from their grandfather. But if there would be share of other relatives of the disappeared, in that case the issue of property would be kept pending.”
Bashir-ud-din further said: "If APDP constitutes a committee for the welfare of the relatives of disappeared persons, we would appeal people to come forward to donate for their welfare."

Moulana Yaqoob Sahab while speaking about the problems and inheritance rights of half-orphans said: "It is really great that people have the realization and concern for the destitute and victims. In Islamic way of life, a person should not only be concerned about his own problems, but also about the problems of others, as it is imperative. Every person should help and contribute in resolving the problems of those suffered and victimized.” 
About the inheritance of half-orphans, he said: "If a person disappeared and left behind his children. The primary responsibility lies with their grandfather. Islam says that the grandfather has to look after and has to provide them with all necessary facilities including their education. Ulema says that even if the orphans are not entitled to the inheritance of their father’s property, but under such complex circumstances, it becomes obligatory that a grandfather has to inherit something in favour of his grandchildren. But it is sad, when the problems of these half-orphans surface their grandfathers deprive them from everything and ousted them from their families and houses, which is inadmissible. According to Islam, the close relatives have to take care of the inheritance rights of such orphans. If the half-orphan’s grandfather is dead then his uncles has to take the responsibilities.”

AT THE END OF FIRST SESSION THERE WAS A QUESTION ANSWER SESSION:

Q - 1: Yaseen Malik of Zandfaran Baramulla and Ashiq Hussain of Natipora Srinagar asked: A half-widow remarried after 17 years of her husband’s disappearance. But if her first husband arrives what would happen to her second marriage?

Mufti Azam Bashir-ud-din replied: If the half-widow had approached Qazi Shariah and had sought his permission for remarriage then she would remain the wife of second husband, even if her first husband would be alive or come back after her remarriage. But if a half-widow has got remarried without seeking permission from Qazi in that condition the second marriage would not be nullified. The woman would remain wife of the first husband. So seeking permission from Qazi Shariah is compulsory, otherwise, the second marriage would not be considered valid. 

Q - 2: Yousuf Kumhar of Banihal questioned: Citing an example of a half-widow, who lives along with two minor children with her two brothers-in-law at her in-laws house. Since she has no source of income and had to nourish her children her brother wants her to stay at parental house. But she couldn’t move as she fears confiscation of property, as she was threatened by her sisters-in-law that in case she moves to parental house her children property would be usurped?  Yousuf Kumhar requested for a decision and wants to know, if the half-widow will move to her parental house will she really be deprived from her property or not?

Mufti Azam Bashir-ud-din replied: If a half-widow is young and feels insecure at her in-laws house under such circumstances she can stay at her paternal house along with her children. According to Shariah the brothers-in-law of the half-widow cannot deprive her from husband’s property, even if she prefers to stay at her parental house.
Q - 3: Hussain of Natipora, Srinagar - In reference to the query of Yaseen Malik asked: If a half widow, who would have waited for 17 years for the return of her disappeared husband and her husband did not return and then she remarry without consulting Qazi Shariah would that remarriage be valid or not?
For Answer:  refer to the answer of question Q No. 1

Q - 4: Sajad Ahmad of Alamgari Bazar, Srinagar asked: If a person has been subjected to enforced disappearance by some agency and his wife have waited for 4 years, 4 months and 10 days and remarried after seeking permission from Qazi Shariah. But soon after her second marriage, the disappeared husband (involuntary or forcibly disappeared) appeared. Can the person claim his remarried wife? If so, how will he defend his case of enforced disappearance in front of Qazi Shariah?

Mufti Azam Bashir-ud-din replied: According to Imam Malik’s school of thought, when 4 years pass away and the half-widow would not have any clue about the fate of her missing husband she can approach to Qazi Shariah for his verdict to remarry. According to this school of thought, after four years of disappearance Qazi Shariah can pronounce a person dead and will direct his half-widow to wait for 4 months and 10 days, if she wishes to remarry. Even though her husband would have been kept under unlawful detention or if he be alive at any place or would have died. Her remarriage will be considered valid provided that she would have sought the permission from Qazi Shariah. If her disappeared husband returns after her remarriage he cannot claim the woman as her wife.

Mufti Bashir-ud-din while answering the question added: "According to the legal norms a divorced woman remains the wife of the husband who divorced her until she remarries. In Holy Quran, it is clearly mentioned that the divorced woman remains wife of the husband for three months and is entitled to maintenance for the same period of time. Our courts in the matter of divorce rely on the case ruling of Shah Bano Vs Mohammad Ahmad. In view of this case, it was said that a divorced woman remains wife of first husband till she remarries. There is contradiction between court orders and Shariah decision. If a complicacy may arise, in such circumstances the Shariah decision would prevail and preference would be given to it."

At the conclusion of the first session, Zahir-ud-Din suggested that the Ulema should contribute a Pamphlet, which would contain norms and solutions relating to the rights of relatives of disappeared persons. He yearned that the pamphlet should be published by the Ulema themselves because APDP cannot afford the cost of publishing, as we know APDP is the victim association.   

SECOND SESSION:

“Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Involuntary Disappearances” & its relevance to the phenomenon of disappearance of Kashmir
The session started with the speech of Doctor Altaf, a renowned Pediatrician of the state. Doctor Altaf said: This part of programme is about the persons who were forcibly or involuntarily disappeared by different security agencies. As we know from last 20 years over eight thousand people were subjected to enforced disappearance. It is not like that a person disappeared and the family will take his grief. There are many factors associated to this phenomenon. While touching the emotional facet of the phenomenon Dr Altaf said, “When a person disappeared, he leaves behind incessant agonies to his family, as they were not sure whether he is alive or dead. They remain questioning themselves, if he is alive; how is his physical, mental and psychological condition? Does he get food? Is the person is away from calamities? If the disappeared is in bad health condition, does he get medical attention or not? In case the family presumes the disappeared as dead; they continuously remains distressed as the assumptions keep haunting them, as how their beloved died? Whether he has been tortured, strangulated or shot death. Not only this, but they also remain uneasy whether his last rites and other rituals were performed or not.”  

He further said: “If a person is generally killed, the suffering remains for a short period of time but in case of disappearance the victim/survivors suffer endless trauma.”

“Lot of work is being done internationally to bring to an end the phenomenon of disappearance. For this purpose, a convention against disappearance has been adopted by the UN. Even India has signed this convention but has not yet ratified it because once it is ratified there would be pressures on a country, if it is disappearing people. Internationally, India claims protection of human rights and zero tolerance to it, but in Jammu and Kashmir they continuously disappear people, who demand their fundamental rights and justice. People demand their rights because they want to live a dignified life. For demanding rights people are subjected to different forms of violence and worst among them is enforced or involuntary disappearance. We have to campaign so that the convention would be implement and there would be an end to this phenomenon,” doctor Altaf concluded.         

Narrative of Mr. Gautam Navlakha, Editor Economic and political weekly – New Delhi:

Twenty years of conflict have passed and nothing has done so far in context of the phenomenon of enforced disappearance in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. It is only the APDP, which has been campaigning against the issue and have been striving to disseminate the information about the issue. The issue of disappearance is not been debated that much as it needs to be.

In 2006 “Convention for the Protection of All Persons From Enforced Involuntary Disappearances” was adopted by the UN General Assembly. Gautam while analyzing the convention said, “In this convention there are merits as well as some demerits. However, the convention provides us a great opportunity to campaign more for justice. The convention explains what is enforced disappearance? How grave this abuse is?”
“Enforced disappearance is the worst form of crime against humanity and the convention emphasize on protecting people from getting disappeared. But unfortunately, APDP cannot invoke this convention because in article 31 of the convention it is laid down that the committees constituted for campaigning against the disappearance cannot file a complaint or forward information against the country of their origin, if the country would not be a signatory to the convention. But we should not loose hope because the convention and other international norms provide us space to struggle and to take the matter forward to the international organizations” Gautam said. 

For more than 15 years, APDP persistently demanding for an independent inquiry commission into the cases of disappearance in Kashmir so that the exact number and fate of the disappeared would be known. So far not a single ruling party seemed serious to taken up the issue. 
Gautam said, “The state government often claims itself an elected government but the fact is they work under the control of federal government in New Delhi. State and federal agencies can arrest or pick up anybody irrespective of age, involvement or association and get away with it, as they enjoy legal impunity” 
He added, “Recently the State Home Department during the assembly sessions acknowledged 3,428 cases of missing persons in the state. There is a judgment which says that the government only claims and acknowledges those facts, which they would have investigated and surveyed properly. So it is clear, that the state government would be having the records of 3,428 cases of disappearance. We want them to provide reasons as how these persons disappeared and where from they disappeared?”
Gautam highlights, “The Convention against Disappearances also mentions that a person after his arrest must be presented before the court within 24 hours and report must be lodged in the police station. But here in Kashmir, people are arrested without any warrant, no reports are filed and the arrestees are not produced before courts within the stipulated period of time and eventually people disappear. People should understand the importance of convention and should campaign for its implementation, so that it would help the victim families in their just struggle.” 

Doctor Mubarik Ahmad, a social activist, also spoke over the issue of disappearance in the state. While lauding and encouraging the efforts of the APDP he said, “We should not loose hope and should carry forward the struggle for justice.” 

Narrative of APDP Legal Advisor Parvez Imroz:

India has signed International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearances (ICAED) in 2007 along with two other Asian states, Japan and Mongolia. 
Parvez Imroz said, “In India, the disappearances has remained a national phenomenon. In northeast states Mezoram, Nagaland, Manipur, Assam the insurgent groups have been fighting for their political rights since decades. The Indian state imposed Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) in these states, which gives the extraordinary powers and complete legal impunity to the army and security forces. The disappearance has remained a major issue. Besides northeast states, in Punjab during the 10 year violent uprising against Indian state, thousands of members of Sikh community were subjected to disappearance. In district Amritsar alone more than two thousand Sikhs were disappeared according to the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), which was directed by the Supreme Court of India to investigate the matter. CBI found that the bodies had been cremated but none of the perpetrator has been punished so far.” 

Imroz while highlighting the failures of state institutions said, “In Kashmir more than 8000 people have been subjected to enforced or involuntary disappearances and the institutions like Judiciary, State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) and National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) have failed to prevent it or bring perpetrators to justice.” 

“In Kashmir alone the number of disappeared people is more than that of Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand, Pakistan, Nepal, and Chile. The government of India has not allowed Special Working Group on Disappearance (even Amnesty International) to enter Kashmir, while as, the working group on disappearances and international organizations have been allowed to visit other countries like Sri Lanka and Nepal in Asia, “Imroz said, while expressing concern over the issue.  

He said, “The signing of the International Convention against Enforced Disappearances is not enough unless the Indian state ratifies it. Government of India is unlikely to ratify it, unless and until there is not sustained campaign internationally to pressurizing the Indian state to do so. In this behalf, the lobbying made by the AFAD, FEDEFAM and other international organizations campaigning against the phenomenon of disappearance is very imperative. Only the international campaign can pressurize the governments, even if they ratify the convention, to deliver justice to desaparecidos. “
MAN TORTURE TO DEATH IN POLICE CUSTODY
On the intervening night of August 4 and 5, police allegedly killed in custody Mehrajudin Sheikh, 38, son of Mohammad Subhan Sheikh, a sweeper in Srinagar Municipality Corporation, resident of Kani Dewar, Hawal. Mehrajudin was picked up by the cops from Nowhatta police station on August 4 and tortured him to death. However, police claimed that he was a drunkard died of excessive drinking, a claim strongly contested by Mehrajudin’s family. 


Mehrajudin is survived by three minor children and three sisters besides his wife and aged handicapped father. He was the sole bread earner in the family and with his killing the family is left with no earning member. 

The killing sparked off massive protests in his native area. The inhabitants of Nowhatta thronged the streets with chanting slogans against police and state administration. The protestors were also demanding immediate action against the guilty.

A reporter of The Informative Missive visited this area of downtown Srinagar and talked to victim’s family about the killing.

Mohammad Subhan Sheikh, physically challenged father of slain while recalling the fateful day said: "On August 5 my son returned from his duty at about 12:30 pm. After spending sometime at home, he left to withdraw his salary from J&K Bank, Jehangir Chowk Branch and returned home with some household goods. At about 6 pm a police party from Nowhatta police station accompanied by some localites namely, Fayaz Ahmad Sheikh s/o Abdul Ahad Sheikh, Zahoor Ahmad Sheikh and Abdul Ahad Sheikh came to our house and asked for Mehrajudin. Immediately, they barged into the house and dragged out Mehrajudin who was resting in his room. When we resisted and asked them for the reasons they said he would be released soon. Police bundled him in Gypsy (Jeep) and started beating him.”

Mohammad Subhan further said: “While pushing my son into the Gypsy, we saw our neighbour Ghulam Mohiudin Sheikh was already inside the Gypsy. He was arrested before Mehrajudin. Both of them were taken to the police station Nowhatta. At about 9 pm, Ghulam Mohiudin was released after severe beating but my son wasn’t. Perturbed, we went to police station Nowhatta and pleaded for Mehrajudin’s release. But the police officials present their told us that he would be released tomorrow at 8 am. Dejected, we returned back home and decided to wait till morning. Next day early in the morning, we went to the police station where we have been told that his dead body was sent to the Police Control Room (PCR), Srinagar.”

“Initially, I did not believe the police, as I had seen my son alive on the evening of August 4. It was a great shock of my life and I lost my conscious and felt down in the police station. When my relatives enquired from the police how he died. They replied that over dose of alcohol caused his death, which was a blatant lie to hid the crime,” the old father said. 

Mohammad Subhan believes that his killing was orchestrated by Fayaz Ahmad Sheikh, Abdul Ahad Sheikh, Zahoor Ahmad Sheikh and Abdul Ahad Sheikh in connivance with police. 

Mohammad Subhan added, “Basically, the three youth accompanying the police on time of Mehrajudin’s arrest had some personal animosity with him and to settle their score they first got him arrested and later killed in police custody.”

 “To collect Mehrajudin’s body we rushed to the PCR, Srinagar. There we saw his dead body was lying down on which the doctors were conducting the autopsy. All his clothes were removed off and on his body we found visible torture marks. His head, chest and arms bore severe torture injuries. His chest and arms were scalded with cigarette bits and the right side of his skull - there was a grave wound. It seemed that he had been struck on the head with some heavy instrument. After autopsy, we collected his body at about 1 pm and brought it to our native place. His last rites were performed in our ancestral graveyard at Kane Dewar,” said Javaid Ahmad, a cousin of the deceased.

Deceased’s widow Shaheena grumbled, “I don’t understand why police killed my innocent husband. If he had been guilty of anything why don’t they took legal way? The police tortured and killed him according to a conspiracy. He was the only hope to the family. He had enormous responsibility of three minors, Madia, 10, Ishrat, 8, and a son Junaid, 6. We have been left with no support and the future of my children is in jeopardy. My father-in-law is handicapped and is unable to do any work. What will happen to our family?”

The family is yet to receive the post mortem report the doctors at PCR have told Mehrajudin’s relatives that some samples from his body has been sent to Forensic Sciences Laboratory and it will take few weeks to get the report. The family members and other relatives of the deceased continuously protested and appealed the government for an impartial investigation in to the matter. 

His killing shook the entire Nowhatta and adjoining areas and people in hundreds protested against the killing. The protestors chanted slogans against police and demanded the immediate punishment to the culpable. They (protestors) held entire Nowhatta police station responsible for Mehrajudin’s killing and alleged that without police backing the killing was not possible.    

To pacify the enraged protesters Deputy Superintendent of Police (Dy SP), Parvez Ahmad paid an on spot visit and assured the people of conducting investigation into the matter. The Dy SP also assured the protesters that the guilty will be punished.

STUDENT DISAPPEARS WITHOUT TRACE
Almost 17 years elapsed but the memories are still fresh in the minds of family members of Mohammad Yousuf Gojri, then 16, s/o Noor Mohammad of Kundbal, Rainawari, Srinagar who disappeared on June 4, 1992. Years of search yield nothing. The family exerts their best efforts to ascertain his whereabouts but without any success. A petition was filed before State Human Rights Commission in 2007 but nothing came out. 

 Yousuf’s younger brother Shabir Ahmad, a shopkeeper while relating his tale to The Informative Missive said, “My family is in complete disarray since Yousuf’s disappearance. He had appeared in 10th standard examination and his result was awaited. But he was sure of his success and started getting tuition of 11th standard from Standard School situated in Hawal, Srinagar. He used to go for tuition at 10 am and returns back by 3 pm. As usual, he left for the tuition on June 4, 1992 and didn’t return since then.”


Shabir further said, “Since the situation in early 90s was not favourable, we became perturbed when he didn’t turn up till late evening. We contacted his friends and classmates. One of his classmates hailing from Hawal getting tuition from the same institute, when contacted told us that he didn’t saw him that day. Then, it was not easy to seek police help, as the entire downtown particularly the Rainawari area was hot bed of militancy and military bunkers dotted everywhere.”

The family also contacted the Kashmiris lodged in different detention centres of the state. “We contacted Kashmiris detained in different jails and detention centers through their relatives but couldn’t achieve any breakthrough,” Shabir averred.


The family avoided the police, as they were hopeful of his return and don’t want to face unnecessary police quizzing. Little did they know they were hoping against hope. 


“We feared police, as we don’t want to face any unnecessary questioning and we were optimistic of his return. Initially, we reckoned that he might have gone with some of his friend and couldn’t return because of prevailing situation then. But when he didn’t turned up even after days passed, we contacted all our relatives and his friends but couldn’t get any clue,” Shabir said.


“Since the militancy was on its peak, it was an easy travel to cross over Pakistan Administered Kashmir (PAK) for anyone to get arms training. To eliminate doubt, we contacted some of the youths, who came back from PAK after acquiring arms training, told us that they have not seen him in any of the camp operating there to train militants. They assumed that in case if he had tried to cross over, he might have embraced martyrdom while ex-filtrating to PAK. But none among them was fully sure about his fate. We are still in a fix whether to believe them or not. There are so many questions often spinning in my mind. If he had any plan to get arms training, some of his friends might have either with him or having any knowledge of him. If he really wants to become a militant what was the fun of getting tuition before results declared?” Shabir questioned. 


When nothing transpired Shabir filed a petition before State Human Rights Commission (SHRC), which is pending there for last two years.  


He further said, “In 2007, I filed a petition before SHRC with the hope that something will come out. But as of now nothing came to fore. The SHRC directed the CID and police departments for conducting an investigation into his disappearance. We were approached by both departments and few questions were asked regarding Yousuf engagements then. One of the police officials told me that the department has mentioned his name in the list of youth who went to PAK and died en route. If he was killed, we want at least police should inform us about the location where he was killed or buried”.  

 Yousuf’s disappearance brought enormous miseries to his family leaving it in complete dismay. 

“After Yousuf’s disappearance my family fearing for my life sent me to Nepal. Then, I was only 14 years old, studying in 8th standard. There I worked as a salesman with a private showroom of Kashmir arts and used to come home ones in a year. I stayed there for 5 years and came back home permanently as my parents were getting old and remained often ill. My father Noor Mohammad Gojri, 60, developed acute amnesia and is suffering from multiple neurological complicacies, and is entirely reliant on medicine. His behavior changed. He became aggressive and often turns violent. My mother Muglee, 55, passed away on 22 June 2009 after prolonged illness. After Yousuf’s disappearance, she often remained ill and finally died in his wait. It was difficult to meet both ends. My elder sister was divorced which further complicates the problems both economical, as well as psychological. The only source of income to the family is by way of a provision store run by me,” Shabir concludes.    
TORTURE TESTIMONIES

Name: Iqbal Jan 

Age: 60 years 

Occupation: Guard of the village 

Residence: Chakalipura, Anatnag Dist 

Association: Son was a militant with the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen militant group 

Education: Illiterate 

Iqbal for the first time was picked up by the army in early 1990’s. He is not able to state the exact year of the incident, but states that at that time none of his family members had relations with the militants. He further adds, that the militant scare was so evident in the village during that time the villagers offered them services when they were asked to. He admitted that his home was also used as a night stay by the militants at times and he also used to offer them tea and snacks. 

The incident, he believes happened because a neighbour informed the army that Iqbal’s house had been used by the militants to stay in the previous night and hence he was picked up by the army to be interrogated. The army picked him in the wee hours of the morning following a crackdown at his place. What followed according to Iqbal was continuous torture and constant asking for whereabouts of the militants. Iqbal stated that he had seen the militants and had offered them tea on being asked to but had no idea as to where they left after that. On not getting the required information they first took off Iqbal’s clothes and then started hitting him with bare hands and sticks so as to force him to give away some clues. His body by then had turned blue due to the injuries and according to him he was on the verge of fainting. His family had turned up at the camp by then and thus in the evening he was left off with a warning of not entertaining the militants. His house was also ransacked on checking pretext. 

After this, according to Iqbal, his elder son turned to militant group Harkat-ul-Mujahideen so as to enable the family to have a secure life. This according to him gave little respite, as the militants now avoided causing harm to the family but the army started visiting his house daily. Some years later, he cannot place the exact date his younger son was picked by the army and taken to the camp. Iqbal was at work when this occurred and rushed with the other family members to the camp site to see what could be done to release him. The family panicked and stone pelting was done aimed at the camp. Angered by this, according to Iqbal, the army officials first lathi charged the mob and separated Iqbal and his other handicapped son and took them further into the camp. They released his son and instead focused their anger on Iqbal. They constantly hit him with belts and hands, in the process hurting his head. The injury worsen and there was a lot of blood due to which Iqbal says the army let him off with a warning not to entertain the militants.

The army also asked him to visit the camp every time they asked him to and he has no option in this. He had to visit the camp till the year his elder son who was with the militant group died. He addresses his son as a Shaheed (martyr). He says that his son was killed by the army in an encounter in April 2005 when six militants were cornered and 5 managed to escape and his son was killed. 

During the interim years of 2000- 05, he was picked up by the army several times and beaten up. He has injuries to his eye, leg and hand. No medical treatment as such had been given by the army ever and he has spent money on the entire medical expenses. He has spent about Rs. 10,000 on his medical treatment so far. No case has been registered and his family has not been questioned after his son’s death.

Name: Khausar Mohammad Choupan 

Age; 72 years 

Education: Illiterate 

Civilian 

Association: None 

Occupation: Shepherd 

Nationality: Kashmiri/ Indian 

Address: Hardwara 

Date of Interview: 14th April 2009 

During the time of the Amarnath land protest in June- July 2008 the military was in charge of patrolling the village and there was curfew in Khausar’s village. During the time of the curfew on 5th August the family needed to fence there front yard so some members of the family were working on it when the incident of torture occurred. 

The army men questioning them on breaking the curfew asked them to step back into the house. An argument ensued and the men of the family were beaten with wooden sticks and gun butts. Following the screams of their men folk the women of the household came out to see what was happening and got in the way and thus were beaten up in the process. The women claim that the army men came inside the rooms of the house and as they protested the women were dragged by their hair outside the house. In what ensued their scarves and clothes were bungled up. Seeing the family’s plight the neighbours gathered and started protesting against the army and thus the army men were forced to retreat leaving many of the family members injured. The entire incident lasted 20 minutes. 

Kausar’s son Zahoor Ahmed sustained head injuries and was unconscious and was rushed to the hospital. Seeing the seriousness of his injuries he was later taken to Skims Hospital in Srinagar later. Riyaz Ahmed, another son of Kausar sustained shoulder injuries , Bashir Ahmed had leg injuries , Mushtaq Ahmed had a left arm injury and Fatima , wife of Bashir Ahmed sustained left arm injuries . 

All the 30 family members were taken to the hospital by a ex MLA Choudhary Mohammad Ramjaan.The family paid for their expenses and got no medical reports of the same. The incident was never reported by the family to the police fearing further prosecution. 

ARMY FIRES AT CIVILIAN

Aug 10: Massive anti-army and anti-Government protests erupted in Kupwara after unprovoked firing on a laborer by the troops of army’s 47 RR at Chak-Keegam village on the Sopore-Kupwara highway. Locals said that Bashir Ahmad Magray, 40, was shot at by troopers evening of August 9 from a point-blank range near his house in Keegam market. Bashir received bullet in his right arm and was taken to Kupwara hospital from where he was shifted to SKIMS Srinagar.  

Eyewitnesses said they heard gun shots at around 8.30 pm and saw troopers dragging injured Bashir, father of six, towards their camp located nearby. “The troopers were hurling abuses like ‘salay chup karo, (shut up you ….)’ on Bashir. We came out and released him from troopers’ clutches,” said Mushtaq Ahmad.

 “This village is the most peaceful village of the district and is located in the vicinity of the army cantonment. This is simply an unprovoked murder attempt by the army,” said Ghulam Muhammad Magray.

 The incident triggered late night protests in the area and hundreds of villagers from Keegam and other adjoining villages came out and protested, blocking Sopore-Kupwara road for the whole night. To control the worsening situation, deputy commissioner Kupwara Showket Ahmad Mir, SP Uttam Chand and other senior officers reached the spot and tried to pacify the protestors.

 Massive protests broke out this morning again and protestors blocked Sopore-Kupwara road for more than 6 hours. Protestors were demanding the removal of army camp from the area and registration of a case against the army.

  
Raising pro-freedom, anti-India and anti-army slogans, the protestors marched on streets demanding an end to night patrolling and harassment by troopers. The protestors tried to march towards district headquarters but were intercepted by police at Dragmulla. The protesters accused police of using brute force on them. Army also cane-charged the protestors in which some villagers received minor wounds. Some injured persons have been identified as Muhammad Maqbool Magray, Nisar Ahmad Lone and Nazir Ahmad Bhat.

 DC and SP Kupwara again reached the spot to pacify the protestors and assured that a case would be registered. “We have lodged an FIR No-108/2009 u/s 307 RPC against the 47 RR party which was deployed in the village,” said Bashir Ahmad Shah, Deputy Superintendent of Police (head quarters), Kupwara, told media. Srinagar-based army spokesman, Col. J.S Brar told media, “We have ordered a high-level inquiry into the incident.”

RESURGENCE OF ANGER IN KUPWARA VILLAGE

Aug 11: Army firing on a local mason at Check-e-Keegam in Kupwara district on the evening of August 9 has resulted in resurgence of anger among the locals against the local army garrison. The locals allege that the troops have forcibly occupied 1800 Kanals of proprietary land without paying them any compensation. They also complain that the military presence has deprived them of water supply for domestic and agricultural use. The residents have demanded that either the garrison or the locality be shifted to some other place to avoid any future tragedy.

The residents accuse the army of planting land mines in paddy and grazing fields in a nearly 250 feet radius area. They say that several times in the past the land mines claimed many civilian lives and injuring many apart from destroying the properties of locals. The fields in Check-e-Keegam village are drought-hit and water supply pipes run dry as the garrison authorities have diverted the water of Salam Sar and Bran Sar- the two main springs of the village for their personal use in the garrison resulting in acute shortage of drinking water in the whole village besides leaving the fields dry.

“These two springs have been fulfilling the needs of drinking water and irrigating the fields here. The village was self-reliant in terms of water resources compared with the other adjacent villages, but unfortunately the troops have left us bereft of our resources”, says Haji Ali Muhammad, a local.

Ghulam Hassan, the local village head said, “Chalnaad and Salamsari springs were irrigating 10,000 Kanals of paddy land in the area, but since 1989 the army camp authorities have stopped the supply of these springs to our fields. He added the water shortage has forced many villagers to convert nearly 2000 kanals of paddy land into orchards. ”Gulam Russol Mir, another local said, “Our fields have developed crakes for want of water.”

Sunday’s (Aug 9) incident has also brought tragic memories back for the locals. Eight years back in an unprovoked army firing three persons including two women of the same family were killed while one person was seriously injured. A woman Hajira Bagum was killed after she stepped on a landmine about six years back. Abdul Khaliq Shah lost his 18- year-old daughter Tahzeema when she stepped on a landmine while working in the fields. In another incident a lady identified as Muglie Begum, wife of Muhammad Maqbool received multiple injuries in her leg and had later to undergo amputation.

The locals accuse the forces of deliberately planting landmines in the area around the garrison frequented by locals. “We have been deprived of our property. Our land has been rendered useless due to landmines. It is too risky to visit our fields,” a local told Rising Kashmir wishing anonymity, adding, “The landmine explosions have also maimed several cattle grazing in the fields.”   

The locals claim they have no alternate source of income except their land. They further claim that the military measures are uncalled for as not even a single encounter between militants and armed forces has occurred here. Due to heavy presence of army in the area, the chances for militant incursions are bleak. Besides, not a single resident from the area has ever joined the militant ranks, the locals say.

“Apart from aggression unleashed by the forces stationed in the area, the area has always witnessed peace,” the residents said, demanding relocation of garrison or the locality to avoid any future tragedy.

Senior National Conference leader and MLA Handwara, Choudhary Mohammad Ramzan told media that he will bring the issue in the notice of Chief Minister for appropriate action. Deputy Commissioner Kupwara told media he is likely to visit the village to have a meeting with the army officers. I will take up the concerns and fears of people with the concerned officials for their due redress.

MOLESTATION ATTEMPTS

· PROTESTS IN QAZIGUND AGAINST MOLESTATION BID BY CRPF MEN

Aug 12: The alleged molestation bid of an 18-year-old girl by paramilitary CRPF men triggered massive protests in Qazigund. Police has arrested one of the accused personnel of 163 Battalion CRPF. Several people including six policemen were wounded during the violent clashes which broke out in the area after the incident. The protestors alleged that a class 12 student, Shokie Jan, daughter of Ghulam Muhammad Bhat of Damjan was on her way to school when CRPF personal camped between Vesoo and Damjan on the Srinagar-Jammu Highway attempted to outrage her chastity. They also accused the CRPF men of beating the brother of the girl who was accompanying her. Shokie and her brother Arif Ahmad were both admitted in District Hospital Islamabad in an unconscious state.

After gaining conscious in the hospital, Shokie told media, “The CRPF personnel of the camp were always passing lewd remarks at me whenever I passed through the camp. Due to the fear of harassment by the troopers, today I asked my brother to accompany me to the school where I had to submit my examination form.  When we reached near the camp a CRPF man passed lewd remarks at me and tried to catch hold of me. When my brother raised objection, the other CRPF men beat him so severely with gunbutts and lathis that he fell unconscious".

"On seeing the CRPF men beating my brother mercilessly I started screaming on which they caught hold of me and tore off my clothes," Shokie said, adding, “They also tried to cover my mouth.Shokie said as she offered stiff resistance they dragged and thrashed her on the ground. After the incident, hundreds of people including students of HSS Vesoo staged violent protest demonstrations against the incident. The protestors blocked Srinagar-Jammu 

Highway halting the movement of traffic for hours together. According to eyewitnesses when the protestors refused to allow the traffic, police resorted to cane charge and teargas shelling injuring several persons. The police action, according to eyewitnesses, was followed by violent clashes resulting in injuries to several persons including six policemen. The injured were admitted to Sub-district hospital Qazigund. One of the policemen was critically injured in the clashes and was shifted to Srinagar. The police also tried to prevent the students of HSS Vesoo from coming out of the school campus.

"When the policemen failed to stop the students from coming out of the school they fired several rounds in air. The resulting chaos left more than a dozen female students fainted who were later admitted in Sub-district hospital, Qazigund.

When contacted SSP Kulgam, K S Churasia told media, "Police has arrested the accused CRPF man of 163 Battalion. The investigation in the case has been initiated and if the CRPF man is found guilty, case will be registered and action under law will be taken against him. Whosoever is found involved in the molestation bid will not be spared.”

· MOLESTATION BID TRIGGERS PROTEST

POLICE REGISTERS CASE, 2 SOLDIERS HELD

Aug 16: A molestation bid allegedly by two soldiers sparked off massive protests in Mawar area of Handwara in north Kashmir. People caught the accused, blackened their faces and beat them up before handing them over to police. Police have detained the accused and registered a case against them.

Eyewitness told media that two troopers barged into the house of Nazima (name changed) at Prangroo Handwara and allegedly tried to molest her. “Finding her helpless before the troopers, Nazima’s mother came out of the house and raised an alarm, which caught the attention of people nearby,” they said, adding that the villagers rushed to the house and freed the girl from the troopers’ clutches.

As the troopers tried to escape, the people nabbed them and staged massive anti-army, anti-government and pro-freedom protests seeking punishment to the troopers. Locals said that the faces of the army men were smeared with black paint and they were beaten by people before the arrival of police.

A police team later took the soldiers, Ajit Singh of 103 AD regiment and Reyaz Ahmed Bhat of Territorial Army, in custody.

Superintendent of police, Handwara, Muhammad Rafiq Vakil, said both the troopers were in police custody. “We have registered a case against them,” he told media. Police said the troopers had been booked for ‘hurling obscene words and entering the house without permission of the girl’ and an FIR (No. 150) under section 451 and 294 RPC had been registered against them.

· MOLESTATION BID TRIGGERS PROTEST

Aug 21: An alleged molestation bid triggered massive protests in Nakipora, Kulgam on Aug 20. “The personnel of the Special Operations Group of Police of the division camp caught hold of a woman and tried to outrage her chastity. We heard her screams and rushed to the spot. As the SOG men saw us, they ran away,” locals alleged. As the word about the incident spread in the area, hundreds of people took to the streets and staged a massive demonstration demanding stern action against the erring SOG men.

Superintendent of police, Kulgam, Keshav Ram Chaurasia, disconnected the phone saying, “I am busy in the meeting”.

Meanwhile, the minister for Law and Parliamentary Affairs, Ali Muhammad Sagar said that government had taken cognizance of the complaint regarding the alleged molestation attempt by three police personnel.

Sagar informed the Legislative Assembly that FIR No. 213 had already been registered in the concerned Police Station. He said the complainant had been asked to come forward to identify the accused, but she declined to do so. However, the case is being investigated, he added.

PDP LEADER SHOT AT

4 COPS ARRESTED, DSP TO PROBE INCIDENT

Aug 12:Four police constables on escort duty with the deputy superintendent of police, Sumbal, were arrested allegedly for opening fire on the Peoples Democratic Party leader, Yasir Reshi. He had unsuccessfully contested 2008 assembly polls from Sonawari constituency as a PDP candidate. Police has ordered an investigation into the incident that evoked massive protests in Sumbal-Sonawari. 

 “The gunmen asked me to put on the chamber-light of my Tata Safari vehicle I was driving myself with two of my PSOs seated at the back. As I switched on the light, one of the masked gunmen, immediately, lifted his AK-47 assault rifle and started firing indiscriminately on the vehicle,” Yasir told media.

According to reports, a police party was dispatched to the spot immediately and the four gunmen responsible for the attack were rounded up and lodged in police station, Sumbal. They were identified as Mushtaq Ahmad Paul (constable), Rohit Raina (SG Ct), Faisal Khan (constable) and Arif Rasool (constable), deployed on escort duty with DSP Sumbal, Tahir Saleem Khan, who, according to sources, had been posted in the area recently on the request of the local MLA.

An FIR (151/09) under section 7/25- 307 dated August 11, 2009 has been registered in police station, Sumbal, with Constable Mushtaq Ahmad Paul being identified as the main accused who opened fire on Yasir.Police said it had seized the weapons of the accused policemen and empty cartridges were recovered from the spot where the incident occurred.

According to reports, taking a serious note of the attack on the political activist by police, the director-general of police, Kuldeep Khoda, has ordered a departmental enquiry into the incident and the DSP, Bandipora, Harmeet Singh, has been appointed the investigating officer.

On Aug 13, the arrested four cops were taken into police remand and their weapons seized, police said.

IKHWANI CAMP SHIFTED AFTER 16 YRS

Aug 23: The Ikhwani (pro-government gunmen) camp located near the Sadr police station on Nai Basti Road in the south Kashmir town of Islamabad has been vacated after 16 years following court orders. Established in early nineties with the eruption of militancy, a migrant house had been occupied by the pro-government gunmen for use at their camp. 

During the past 16 years, locals said, the camp was used as a Joint Interrogation Centre where civilians were subjected torture and, in several cases, even done to death. The camp was under the occupation of the pro-government gunmen, who were subsequently merged into the Territorial Army, but continued to operate from it. 

Locals said the Nai Basti camp was one of the three camps the pro-government gunmen had in the town. Another camp is located near the Khanabal Bridge while the one in the Heewan Cinema houses the headquarters of the pro-government gunmen. 

Pertinently, Islamabad town was the bastion of Ikhtwanis after they started their activities in 1993. “During their heyday, hundreds of civilians were brought to the camps and subjected to physical and mental torture and even killed. For several years, they virtually ruled the area,” a resident, pleading anonymity, told Greater Kashmir. He said death warrants were also issued from the camp. 

However, a petition had been filed before the district and sessions judge, Sheikh Altaf, and following the court orders the camp has been shifted to army headquarters’ high ground where the pro-government gunmen will operate now.

MAJLIS CONDEMNS DNA FUDGING

Aug 12: The Majlisi-Mushawarat, spearheading the agitation in the wake of rape and murder of Asiya and Neelofer, condemned the alleged fudging of the DNA samples by the police and termed the decision of the government to handover the case to the CBI as a futile exercise. 

 “It is a shame on the part of the Jammu and Kashmir police department to have fudged the DNA samples of the two women, raped and murdered on May,29,” said the Majlis spokesperson, Muhammad Shafi Khan, adding that the people of Shopian had lost faith in the investigating team too. 

 Khan said that not only the Jammu and Kashmir police but the health department is also involved in the cover up of the heinous crime. On the government’s decision to hand over the investigations to CBI, Khan said, “Since the troopers, police and other security agencies are involved in the heinous crime, we have reservations about CBI also. It needs to be seen how CBI comes clean with the matter as the police machinery has destroyed the evidences”.

 Condemning the DNA fudging, the Shopian Bar Association said, “Right from day one we have been maintaining that the government is trying to hush up the matter and our stand has been vindicated the way it has acted. It is a clear case of tampering,” said the spokesperson of the Association, Advocate Muhammad Yousuf Bhat.

 On handing over the case to the CBI, Bhat said they had lost faith in every government agency be it state or central. “The way the government has handled the case clearly shows its lack of will to expose the culprits,” said Bhat.

SHRC RECEIVED MOST COMPLAINTS IN 2007-08

Aug 11:The State Human Rights Commission has received the highest number of complaints of human rights violations during the 2007-08.This was stated in Annual Report of the SHRC which was tabled in the Legislative Assembly on Aug 11.In it, the Commission states that it had received 716 complaints in 2007-08, which was the highest number. 

 Out of 716 complaints, 90 were of harassment, 81 disappearances and 39 custodial killings and seven rape cases respectively. The report states that the SHRC had disposed of 596 cases with recommendations for ex-gratia relief and compassionate appointment in 169 cases. It states that since its inception in 1997, the Commission had received 51, 227, 309, 395, 474, 482, 575, 406, 312 and 336 cases respectively till 2007.

 “The ever increasing number of complaints registered in the Commission testifies the growing awareness and determination of people of the state to defend their rights and faith in the Commission,” the report states. The reports states that there was wide gap between the post of the Commission’s administrative officer and secretary. “It creates tremendous difficulties while carrying out the function of the Commissions.”

 It states that the Act envisages that the Commission should have its own staff. “But practically, this provision has been kept in cold storage. The government has provided maximum staff from the Administrative Department virtually on deputation.” The Commission expressed its “disappointment and anguish” for what it termed as an attempt of brushing aside its recommendation by some officers in the Civil Secretariat by starting fresh enquiry at their end after they receive the recommendations.

 The report states that it received letters from the officers wherein, the Commission was informed that they have chosen to contradict its findings.

 “This exercise is supervisory and uncalled for. This tendency has the effect of diluting the position of the Commission which if not restricted will terribly tell upon the governance of the state. The Commission strongly recommends that the government should issue a circular to these officers not to sit in judgment against the findings of the Commission.”

 
The Commission resented the lack of facilities, including denial of legal aid, to the detainees lodged in various jails in Jammu. After inspection of Kotbalwal, Jammu, Kathua and Udhampur jails, the Commission states that the detainees and under-trials deposed that they were not produced before Courts.

 The Commission recommended that the government should ensure that the district administration, especially SSPs of the districts, should be bound strictly to provide transport facilities to the respective jails for production of detainees in courts.

PSA A STATE INSTRUMENT

· PSA SLAPPED ON 18 SEPARATISTS IN 2 MONTHS

Aug 3: At least 18 separatists have been booked under the Public Safety Act after the rape and murder of Asiya and Neelofar in south Kashmir’s Shopian district on May 29 this year. According to the figures available with media, Hurriyat (G) tops the list, as 13 of its activists, including its chairman, Syed Ali Shah Geelani, undergoing treatment at SK Institute of Medical Sciences, have been booked under PSA.

The list of detainees includes Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai, Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah, Sheikh Mushtaq Ahmad, Muhammad Afzal Lone, Dr Ghulam Muhammad Ganai, Syed Imtiyaz Hyder, Abdul Rehman Dar, Ghulam Nabi Sumji, Muhammad Yousuf Mir, Moulvi Bashir Ahmad, Muhammad Rafiq Ganai and Farooq Ahmad Gotepuri.

“All of them were booked under PSA in the past two months for leading protest marches over the Shopian incident. None is charged with any militancy related incident,” the Hurriyat (G) spokesman, Ayyaz Akbar said. He said the health of the arrested leaders and activists was deteriorating in jails and no one was being allowed to meet them. “Even we are not being allowed to meet Geelani sahib,” he added.

Two senior leaders of the Hurriyat Conference (M), Nayeem Ahmed Khan and Shabir Ahmad Shah too were booked under PSA after the Valley-wide agitation against the Shopian incident broke out. Khan has been lodged in Udhampur jail, while Shah is languishing in Kathua.

“They were put under house arrest initially but were booked under PSA after they defied restrictions,” senior activist of Hurriyat (M), Shahid-ul-Islam, said. Four others figuring in the list include the chief of Dukhtarn-e-Millat, Asiya Andrabi, senior DeM activist, Fahmeeda Mirza, the secretary general of the JKLF(R), Muhammad Salim Nanaji and the district president of JKLF for Kulgam, Ghulam Nabi Kashmiri. All of them have been lodged in the jails outside the Valley.

Recently the Jammu and Kashmir High Court had asked the government to shift Asiya Andrabi to Srinagar Central Jail but till date the orders have not been implemented.

· HC ORDERS RELEASE OF MINOR DETAINED UNDER PSA

Aug 7: In a setback to the State government, High Court Friday quashed slapping of Public Safety Act against a 16 year old boy from Shopian and ordered his release. Shabir Ahmad Mir, 16, son of Abdul Rashid Mir of Shopian is serving his second term under infamous PSA in Central Jail, Srinagar. 

Shabir’s counsel Advocate Shafqat said the 16 year old boy was first arrested under an FIR 67 of 2001 on 13-1-2001 and subsequently bailed out. “He was re-arrested in connection with FIR No 17 of 2006 lodged in Police Station Shopian. He was booked under the infamous PSA,” he said.

Terming his detention as illegal, Shafqat said, “Shabir was detained again on the same grounds, which were leveled against him in the first PTSD”. He said that Shabir’s second detention was challenged before High Court. “After hearing our arguments, Justice J P Singh quashed his detention under PSA and ordered his release,” he said.

While pronouncing the verdict, Justice J P Singh observed that a person cannot be detained under PSA twice on the same charges. “This was the second PSA slapped against Shabir on the same charges by the authorities”.

Earlier on July 21, Justice Hakim Imtiyaz, while hearing a petition filed by the Shabir’s counsel had directed the jail authorities to shift the minor detainee to SKIMS Soura and get him examined by a team of doctors. Shabir had complained of low blood pressure in jail and had requested medical treatment. 

· 554 BOOKED UNDER PSA IN 20 MONTHS  

GOVT ADMITS 253 DETAINED UNDER THE ACT

Aug 11: At least 554 persons have been booked under the infamous Public Safety Act in the State since January 2008 while 253 are presently undergoing detention under the Act. According to official statistics, 554 persons were detained under PSA in Jammu and Kashmir from January 2008 to August 2009. 

Replying to a question raised by MLA Kupwara Mir Saifullah in Assembly, the chief minister Omar Abdullah said the PSA cases are regularly being reviewed by the high level screening committee, which makes recommendations for their release to the government. “Acting on the basis of these recommendations, 21 detenues were released during 2008 and 44 more have been released till date,” he said.        

Omar said, “Detenues who belong to the State and who have been booked under PSA are detained in jails within Jammu and Kashmir. However, foreign nationals booked under the Act are detained in jails outside the State”.

However, an official source said that despite continuous reviewing of the cases, 230 petitions of PSA detenues are still pending for disposal before High Courts in Srinagar and Jammu.“66 foreigners and 29 locals were again detained under PSA after the revocation of their earlier detention orders. They were booked on fresh grounds for being anti-national and threat to security of the state and maintenance of public order,” official sources said. 

The Law and parliamentary affairs minister, Ali Mohammad Sagar recently said that invoking of PSA is necessary for running the affairs of the State. His statement has dashed hopes of some persons, who were anticipating the release of their wards booked under PSA. 

“PSA was slapped against my son for participating in peaceful protests. It is totally unjustified as every citizen has the right to participate in peaceful protests,” said a resident of South Kashmir. 

“Is government planning to detain all Kashmiris under PSA and will later claimed that it is necessary for their security,” said the disgruntled father, who has been moving from pillar to post to get the PSA of his son revoked.

· BARAMULLA IMAM BOOKED UNDER PSA

Aug 12: The Imam of Baramulla’s biggest Masjid, Bait-ul-Mukaram, Mufti Aijaz Ahmad was arrested when he was on his way to attend a private school at Azad Gunj in old town where he teaches Arabic. The Imam has been booked under the draconian public safety act.

 “No less than 10 cases related to disturbing public peace and order, instigating people for stone-pelting and anti-election campaign are registered against the Imam in police station Baramulla,” said a police official. As the news of the arrest spread in the town, large number of youths gathered in the main chowk and started protests. The protesters stopped vehicular movement on the cement bridge and shopkeepers downed their shutters in protest against the detention of the religious leader.

 As the protests were on, vehicles of some VIP moved through the town which came under heavy stone pelting from the protesting youths at the cement bridge. The guards of the VIP fired in air which created panic in the town.

 
Reports in the evening said the Imam has been slapped with PSA and shifted to Udhampur jail. Protests and stone-pelting was continuing in the town till late evening.

· HC ORDERS MASRAT ALAM’S RELEASE, QUASHES HIS PSA

Aug 18: The High Court quashed the Public Safety Act of Masrat Alam Bhat and two other pro-freedom activists. The case was heard by the division bench headed by Justice Nisar Ahmad Kakroo. During the proceedings, the president High Court Bar Association Mian Qayoom and defense counsel informed the court that this was the 13th PSA slapped on Alam. Qayoom said Alam was arrested in September 2008 during Amarnath Land row.  

 “In past 15 months he has spent nine months in detention under PSA. The authorities have been repeating the charges against him,” he said. He, however, said the court had quashed his PSA. “But instead of releasing him he was booked under PSA on different charges,” he said, adding the police had charged Alam of participating in a protest rally and enforcing a shutdown on June 6 last year.

 “But the reality he was facing detention under PSA at that time. Police shifted him to Rajouri Jail on flimsy charges in order to please the government,” he said. The court rejected the records presented by the prosecution saying, “The records have tried to shield the reality.”

 The division bench of Justice V Singh ordered release of Fayaz Ahmad War of Sopore and Fayaz Ahmad Khan of Kupwara who were booked under PSA.

 Meanwhile, Justice Muzaffar Ahmad Atar reversed his judgment in the case of Dukhtarn-e-Millat chief Asiya Andrabi.However, after hearing the prosecution, the court said, “The SSP had no right to appeal district magistrate to book Asiya under PSA. He could have prepared the dossier and sent it to DC for consideration,” it said.

· HC QUASHES AASIYA, FAHMEEDA’S PSA

Aug 27: The High Court quashed the Public Safety Act of the Dukhtaran-e-Millat, chairperson, Asiya Andrabi and her associate Fahmeeda Sofi.   

 Aasiya’s counsel, Mian Abdul Qayoom, termed the detention order passed by the district magistrate as “non application of mind.”   He said Aasiya had been charged for asking women to assemble in Eidgah on June 7 and for giving a shutdown call on June 11 against the Shopian double rape and murder. He said that to protest against the rape and murder is neither a sin, nor is it illegal.     

 Aasiya was arrested along with her associate Fahmeeda Sofi on June 10 from Soura.  Meanwhile, the High Court has also quashed the detention of Fahmeeda and ordered her immediate release.

· 121 BOOKED UNDER PSA SINCE JAN 09

Aug 28: Stating that internal security situation is under continuous review, Government said that 121 persons were booked under Public Safety Act since Omar Abdullah took over as Chief Minister of the State in January 2009. 

“A total of 121 persons have been booked under PSA from January 2009 to July 20, 2009. Besides 45 civilians and 37 security personnel were killed during this time,” the government in a written reply revealed. 

It said during the same period 113 militants were killed. “However, no custodial killing or rape was reported from January 2009 to July 20, 2009,” government said.

Earlier, Senior PDP leader and MLA Bijbehara Abdul Rehman Veeri had posed a question about the total number of persons booked under PSA and number of killings and custodial death during past seven months. On the withdrawal of troops from civilian areas and revocation of AFSPA, government said the present security situation does not warrant for the same. 

“The internal security situation in the state is under continuously review and action on the revocation of the AFSPA and the reduction of troops in civilian areas will be considered as and when the situation warrants,” the government stated.

· 245 IN JAILS UNDER PSA

Aug 31: Two hundred and forty five persons are presently under detention and lodged in different jails after they were booked under Public Safety Act (PSA).The information was revealed in state assembly by the government in a written reply to a question by Chowdhary Zulfikar Ali, a PDP MLA.

Zulfikar in his question also asked the government whether it will consider granting amnesty to the political leaders and persons detained for the minor offences. The government replied that preventive detention under the PSA is resorted to with a view to preventing a person from acting in any manner prejudicial to the security of the state or maintenance of public order. 

"Detention is also resorted to for prevention of timber smuggling etc. It is also used for regulating the continued presence in the state of a foreigner or a resident of PAK or with a view to making arrangements for his expulsion from the state. In view of the legal position, the question of detaining any persons for a minor offence or of the grant of amnesty does not arise," the government replied.

The PDP MLA also asked whether it is a fact that the law and order situation has considerably been improved in the state, if so, whether it proposes to recommend to the central government the withdrawal of armed forces special powers act (AFSPA), if so, when if not, the reasons thereof. The government replied that there is not connection between the law and order situation in the state and the AFSPA.

"Law and order situation are dealt with by the state police with the assistance of the para-military forces, wherever required. The internal security situation in the state is continuously under review and action on the application of the AFSPA will be considered as and when the situation warrants," government added.

· SHIFT KASHMIRI MINOR BOY TO SRINAGAR WITHIN 2 WEEKS: HC

Aug 25: The JK High Court directed the State government to shift a minor detained under Public Safety Act from Poonch Jail to Srinagar Central Jail within two weeks. The petition related to the detainment of 14-year-old boy Naeem Ahmad Dar son of Bashir Ahmad Dar of Rainawari Srinagar came up before High Court Judge Justice Sunil Hali.

The counsel of Dar, advocate Shafqat Hussain submitted before the HC, “The boy is 14-year-old and is presently lodged in Poonch jail and needs to be shifted to Srinagar Jail under rules.” The mother of Dar, Shameema Begum had challenged his PSA and detainment in Poonch jail in HC. 

After hearing both the sides today, the Justice Sunil Hali directed the authorities to shift Dar from Poonch jail to Srinagar Central jail within two weeks time, while as the arguments into the main petition challenging his detention under PSA is still to be argued.Dar was first detained on 24 May 2008 under an FIR No 45/2008 lodged in Police Station Nowhatta under section 148, 149,353,336,427. He was arrested on stone pelting charges. Subsequently he was granted bail but was later on booked and detained under a PSA order DMS/PSA/21/2009 on 11 June 2009 and lodged in Poonch Jail.

Meanwhile, the JK High Court quashed the PSA orders of Mohammad Yasin of Barzulla, Srinagar and Aashiq Ahmad Nengroo of Pahalgam, Islamabad and ordered their immediate release.

MILITARIZATION 

· BULK OF SKUAST-K LAND STILL UNDER ARMY OCCUPATION

PROJECTS WORTH RS 51 CRORE ON HOLD

Aug 13: The strategic occupation of land by troops has hit the research activists of SKUAST Kashmir as a result of which 75 externally funded research projects worth Rs 51 crore have been put on hold. The university authorities say that the occupation of more than 14 percent of its total land has taken a heavy toll on its target of achieving sustainable agricultural development of the state.

Besides, a large fraction of SKUAST-K land is under indirect influence of troops especially in areas near the Line of Control. The research at SKUAST-K leading to development of location specific technologies is executed at academic campus, regional stations and sub-stations that number 20 and cover a total area of 860 hectares. Of this more than 112 hectares are under ‘illegal’ occupation of Rashtriya Rifles at various places in the valley.

Moreover 59 hectares of SKUAST-K land has been leased to Government of India institutions like Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI) on the Airport Road and Indian Council of Agricultural Research. Presently, only 689 hectares of land are available with SKUAST-K which the University authorities say is rather small for a State Agricultural University.

According to the University records, the RR has occupied Manasbal Cattle Research Station, Balpura Apple and Rice Research Station Shopian in South Kashmir, several hectares of land at Wadura Sopore and Regional Rice Station Khudwani in South Kashmir’s Kulgam district for over two decades and aren’t ready to vacate the land despite several notices by the university. The university has even approached the Court to get back from army some of its occupied land.

“After turmoil started in the valley, troops strategically occupied the land of our university and it became very difficult to make them vacate the occupied land. In the case of Manasbal Cattle Station, I’ve already filed a case in the court which is yet to be resolved. In addition of vacating the land, the University id demanding compensation from them, “the SKUAST-K Vice Chancellor Prof Anwar Alam told media.

Alam said the University was putting in its efforts to get back the occupied land. “The RR personnel stationed at Balpura Shopian demand an NOC from me to leave our land but we haven’t given it to them as we want compensation.”

Meanwhile, sources within SKUAST-K revealed that the shortage of land has severely affected the research activities of the University thereby putting a halt over more than 75 externally funded research projects by Indian Council for Agricultural Research.

“A whooping amount of Rs 51 crore by ICAR is meant for research alone in the University which has pure chances of going waste, if proper space for the research facilities is not available,” the sources informed.

The project includes a value chain in Pashmina, Saffron, a project on development of Foot Rot Vaccine and Stem Cell Technology on Pashmina goat (cloning).

· ARMY OCCUPIES 2400 KANAL OF GULMARG LAND: GOVT

‘TROOPS HAVE RAISED STRUCTURES WITHOUT STATE’S APPROVAL’

Aug 17: The Government said army has occupied 300 acres of land in Gulmarg and raised a number of structures without approval from the concerned State authorities. In a written reply in the State Legislative Assembly to a query of MLA Pampore, Zahoor Ahmad Mir, Minister of Tourism and Culture Nowang Rigzin Jora said army has occupied 300 acres of land in Gulmarg.

Besides this, the government under order No 107-TSM of 1991 dated 11 December 1991, has transferred an area of 130 acres of land falling within Gulmarg Development Authority.

Jora told the house that besides the 130 acres of land that the State government had transferred to army, army has illegally occupied 300 acres (2400 kanal) of land on the ground level. All this land falls within the limits of Gulmarg Development Authority. “Army authorities have constructed a number of structures in Gulmarg. These constructions have been raised without getting prior approval of Building Operations Authority constituted for the purposes,” Jora said.

MLA Pampore said he was not satisfied with the minister’s reply. He said the government should have made it clear in the House on when it would take back the land from the army. “It is heart rendering to see the condition in Gulmarg. The structures raised by army have destroyed the scenic beauty of the beautiful valley. The Government should ensure that the land under army’s occupation is taken back and this land is made available for tourism purpose,” Mir said.

However, the Government remained tightlipped on when army would vacate the land. The Government also did not state any date when it would destroy the illegal structures, which the army has erected.

· COURT DISMISSES GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PETITION

DIRECTS DEREQUISITION OF 4000 KANALS OF BUDGAM LAND

Aug 17: The High Court directed the Government of India to derequisition a property in Budgam, which is under the use of army for the past six decades. The Division Bench comprising Chief Justice, Justice Barin Ghosh and Justice Muhammad Yaqoob dismissed the petition of the Government of India pleading for allowing the army to continue the use of four thousand kanals of land in Budgam. 

 Counsels for the central government argued that the land was requisitioned in 1952 and there was an agreement between the landowners and the requisitioning authority where-under the landowners were paid rent and compensation. They said the rent was being paid by agreement of parties. 

  “The appellants had discretion in terms of section 6 of the Act in the matter of release of the requisitioned land. That, however, does not mean that the Court cannot issue mandamus upon the appellant to exercise such discretion in the manner,” the Court observed. 

 The Court observed requisition can be made for a permanent purpose and accordingly, once a property has been requisitioned permanent structures can be constructed thereon as in the case.  “However, that does not mean that requisition can be permanent. It must come to an end after a passage of reasonable period of time, and the constitution bench referred that it should be within 30 years,” it said. 

 The Court said 57 years had passed since the land remained under requisition of the Union of India. “As on the date of rendering of the judgment and order under appeal, 51 years had passed. The question is can it be said by the appellants that it is such an exceptional case that the appellants (army) should be permitted to continue even for one more day to retain the land in question under requisition. Have the appellant been able to make out any such case?” the Court questioned. It said the land in question has been requisitioned for the purpose of housing troopers of the army and for the purpose of installation of necessary amenities and apparatus for appropriate functioning of the army. 

 “After the land was requisitioned, the same was permitted to be occupied by the army. The army was permitted to make permanent structures thereon. The question is can it be said to be a special circumstance where it should be deemed that the facts and circumstances would justify further continuation of requisition. We do not think so,” it observed. 

 “In the circumstances, we find no merit in the appeal. The same is, accordingly, dismissed,” it said. Upholding the judgment of single bench, the Court directed the Union of India that the derequisition the land within three months under section 6 of the J & K Requisitioning and Acquisition of Immovable property Act, 1968.

· BARAMULLA ADMINISTRATION REMOVES ENCROACHMENT BY ARMY

Aug 18: The civil administration scuttled an attempt of land occupation by the army in Baramulla town and demolished the illegally raised structures. Sources told media that army was eyeing a prized land measuring one kanal and five malras near the garrison on Ushkura Road near the St. Joseph School and had fenced it. The Army had even earmarked the land as “defence land.”

 Locals said last night the army clandestinely constructed structures on the land taking everyone by surprise Tuesday morning (Aug 18).After complaint by the people; the administration swung into action and dispatched a team headed by Tehsildar Baramulla, Syed Muhammad Yusuf, to remove the encroachment.

 In the face of initial resistance by the army, the administration acted tough and was able to demolish the structures. “Army had raised illegal structure on government land and we have demolished it,” Tehsildar Baramulla said. Deputy Commissioner Baramulla, Lateef-ul-Zaman Deva, confirmed the action by the administration.

· BUNKERS DISMANTLED IN SOPORE

TROOPERS VACATE RESIDENTIAL HOUSES AFTER 18 YRS

Aug 21: The dismantling of bunkers and troopers vacating the residential houses at Untoo Hamam locality in Sopore town has come a as a great relief for the inhabitants. Many bunkers raised in this area during past 18 years were dismantled earlier this week. The troopers had also occupied the house of Habibullah Ganai son of Abdul Ganai in 1991 forcing him to stay in a rented house. 

“My house is in shambles, but I am happy that I have got it back. All windows and doors have been broken. A huge amount is needed to renovate this house, but it won’t be possible for me to do so as I don’t have any source of income,” Ganai told media. He asked the government to compensate him so that he could reconstruct his house.

Locals said that troopers had made bunkers at a local graveyard, a Masjid and in Darsgah. “We were living under a constant fear. We are finding it hard to believe that troopers have left the area,” locals said. The additional superintendent of police, Sopore, Waheed Ahmad said, “We will take up the matter of compensation with higher authorities.”

· 3.50 LAKH EMPLOYEES SERVE JK GOVT

POLICE BIGGEST EMPLOYER WITH 78100 PERSONNEL

Aug 23: There are 350574 government employees in Jammu and Kashmir and the highest number of employees is in the police department having total staff strength of 78100 excluding the Special Police Officers. 

According to a supplementary document on Establishment and scales of pay, released by the government along with the budget 2009-10, there are 78100 posts presently in the Police Department. Interestingly, the Education Department employs less number of people than the Home Department. It has total strength of 77,617 employees who include both teaching and non-teaching staff.  

Sources said an additional 6,000 personnel were being recruited in the Police Department by the end of this calendar year, taking its total strength to something around 85,000. To start the recruitment process, Police Headquarters had issued advertisements for the posts of constables and followers in IRP 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th battalions on February 7 and the process is underway. 

Sources said there were over 20,000 SPOs in the police department as well, who are being engaged for specific period under the section 18 of the Police Act, 1983. According to the Act, police officer not below the rank of SP could approach the nearest magistrate to hire residents of a place for some specific period if he feels the requirement of more personnel to tackle the law and order situation. However, presently SPOs are hired by the Police Headquarters directly. 

In November 2002, the Jammu and Kashmir police discontinued with the services of Special Police Officers in the state after receiving a number of complaints against them. As many as 165 SPOs were relieved in Srinagar district alone.

The Education Department is the second highest employer in the state, followed by the Health and Medical Education Department having a total strength of 22545 employees. 

On the fourth number is the Power Development Department having a total strength of 21392. The Forest Department with the strength of 18833 employees occupies 5th position. The Public Health Engineering Department and Irrigation Department enjoys sixth and seventh position with 15857 and 13987 employees respectively. 

The Agriculture Department has 12569 employees, Animal Husbandry 11662, Ladakh Affairs 12773, Public Works Department 9063, Revenue 8499, Rural Development 7413, Consumer Affairs and Public Distribution 5596, Tourism 3606, Law Department 3310.

The lowest number of employees is in the Planning Department with a total strength of 437 employees. While as the Transport Department has 853 posts. The Information Department has 747 employees and the Parliamentary Affairs Department which mostly constitutes the employees of the both houses of the legislature is 438. 

The document excludes the employees of the corporations, public sector units, contractual employees, RTs, casual labours and ad-hoc workers.

· LAND ACQUIRED BY TROOPS UNDER LAND ACQUISITION ACT BECOMES PROPERTY OF THE PARTY

GOVT ADMITS ARMED FORCES OCCUPY 10.5 LAKH KANAL LAND IN JK

200,000 KANAL LEASED OUT TO ARMY, PARAMILITARY FORCES

Aug 24: Disclosing that 855407 kanals of land has been occupied by various security agencies in the State, the government said the land acquired by the troops under land acquisition act becomes the property of the party and the question of its restoration doesn’t arise. The government also stated that security agencies have acquired two lakh kanals of land on lease across the State. The figures about the agriculture and non-agricultural land under the occupation of army, CRPF, BSF, ITBP and Beacon were released by the government in a written reply to a query raised by PDP MLA from Pahalgam, Rafi Ahmad Mir in the Assembly. The figures reveal that 128257 kanals of land have been occupied by the troopers in Kashmir. 

According to government statistics, security agencies have occupied 55468 kanals of land in central Kashmir district of Budgam. “In north Kashmir, 51992 kanals of land is under occupation of troops while in South Kashmir troopers occupy 20797 kanals of land”. In north Kashmir, 4584 kanals has been acquisitioned to army, BSF and army. “In Budgam, 16697 kanals of land has been acquisitioned to army BSF, CRPF and Beacon while in South Kashmir, 2441 kanals of land are leased to army and CRPF,” the official figures reveal.

About north city (Srinagar), the government said army and BSF occupy 5712 kanals of land illegally. “In Ladakh region, troops have occupied 400055 kanals of land. 2555 kanals is under occupation of troops in Kargil while 263376 kanals has been occupied in Leh,” the government figures reveal. The figures further reveal that 313266 kanals of land is under troops occupation in Jammu. “The Udhampur district tops the list in Jammu province with 32397 kanals of land under occupation of troops”.  

About the acquisition of land on lease by the troops, the government statistics disclosed that 92505 kanals has been acquisitioned by the troops in Jammu. The army and BSF, according to government, have occupied 71566 kanals in Jammu illegally. “In Mendhar, army has occupied 49825 kanals illegally while in Akhnoor army has occupied 7620 kanals of land unauthorizedly. BSF has also occupied 4895 kanals unauthorizedly in Aknoor,” the figures reveal.

The statistics further reveal that in Ladakh region, 420 kanals of land has been acquisitioned to army while 1508 kanals has been unauthorizedly occupied by army in Kargil. 

In reply to another query raised by PDP MLA about the steps taken to recover rent and premium, the government said, “Under the Requisitioning and Acquisition of Immovable Property Act, 1968, rental compensation is being paid to the land owners under the revised rates.”

The government stated that the compensation for the requisitioned property other than agricultural land is paid by the competent authority each quarter. “In case of agricultural land, the compensation is paid after every six months”. The government further disclosed that the requisitions for land and request for the acquisition of requisitioned land received from the Government of India and the army are processed in terms of the provisions of the requisitioning and acquisition of Immovable Property Act 1968.

“The land acquired by the troops under land acquisition act becomes the property of the party and the question of its restoration doesn’t arise,” added the government.

· BORDER FENCING HITS LIFE IN GUREZ

AGRICULTURE LAND LIES UNCULTIVATED, FARMERS UPSET

On August 23, hundreds of families of Bagotere, Darwer, Achoora, Kilshay,Zidgai, Tulail in Gurez, said the border fencing which had been erected to check infiltration of militants, is turning out to be a ‘fence of misery’ as they cannot cultivate their land spread beyond the wired fencing. The minister for rural development, said the government would take up the issue of agricultural land under fencing on the Line of Control, with army’s top brass.  
“We are not being allowed to cross the fence for carrying out farming on our land. Our demand for shifting the barbed wire fence on the Zero Line has not been conceded so far.” said Muhammad Anwar Khan 

Anwar Khan who owns a small shop, near the border line, said, “Prior to the raising of the barbed wire fencing, I used to earn over Rs 1 lakh by harvesting potato, wheat and pulses in over 20 kanals of land. After the fencing, I am surviving from hand to mouth”. “I own nearly 20 Kanals of land beyond the fencing and the troopers are not allowing me to harvest the crop,” he said, adding, “Border fencing has made our lives miserable”.

Ghulam Ahmed of Kilshay village said major chunk of their agricultural land have been fenced out leaving them at the mercy of BSF men. “It depends upon the mood of BSF men. They sometime allow us to cultivate the land. We grab the opportunity and cultivate the barren land till ordered to return. On occasions, we are not allowed to go near the fields,” said another resident of Kilshay village. 

The farmers said instead of erecting the fencing on the zero line, the troopers erected it inside villages which directly affected their livelihood. “Since 2001 we have been crying for the help as BSF has forcibly encroached upon our land. We approached the State government but of no avail. We want compensation from the government,” said Muhammad Anwar Khan of Zedghi village. He lost 70 canals of land to fencing.  

Haji Ameer Khan of Bozgie village, who owns a wheat-mill said, “Prior to raising of the barbed wire fence, I used to earn over Rs 300 per day. It was the only source of income of our family but after fencing our source of income has been snatched”. A government employee, wishing anonymity said, agriculture was the only source of their livelihood. “Since our land has been brought under border fencing, we are on verge of starvation,” he said.

The farmers are demanding compensation of the land and the produce, which they have lost to the fencing beyond the zero line in several villages. “We were solely dependent on our land for our livelihood. 90 percent of our land has been brought under fending. We approached the authorities time and again to provide us compensation but it seems that our pleas have fallen on deaf ears,” said Ghulam Ali Lone.

Another villager Haji Ameer Khan said, “After we lost land to fencing, the officials and politicians assured to provide compensation to us. But till date we have not received any relief”.

The villagers urged the Prime Minister of India and chief minister of the state to intervene in the mater and provide relief and compensation to the affected villagers.

On Aug 28, the minister for rural development said, the government would take up the issue of agricultural land under fencing on the Line of Control, with army’s top brass.  In response to a question by the National Conference legislator, Ajaz Jan, Sagar said to facilitate free movement of farmers and agricultural activities on the LoC, the issue would be taken up with the army through concerned deputy commissioners. 

 Jan told the House that due to haphazard fencing by army, a large chunk of agricultural land at Akhnoor had been rendered useless. The independent legislator, Ashwini Kumar said the farmers, particularly females of Bishnah and RS Pora, face lot of inconvenience as their agricultural land is barely 100 feet from the LoC. 

 The PDP legislator, Rafiq Khan said, “The Army has unnecessarily fenced the agricultural land on LoC. The government should resolve the matter on priority.” 

 The speaker, Muhammad Akbar Lone supported the legislators. “Except for security reasons wherever necessary, the free movement of the farmers should be allowed,” he told the minister. The minister said the issue was pending for a long time and government was committed to resolve it. 
· ARMY OCCUPIES GULMARG LAND ILLEGALLY: GOVT

  ‘WE WILL GET RENT FOR IT’

Aug 26: Citing ‘operational exigency’ as the reason behind the army occupying 1360 kanals of land illegally in the hill station of Gulmarg, the government said it was considering getting rent from the army for occupying the land. “Yes, 1360 kanals of land is under the unauthorized occupation of army at Gulmarg and on some portion of it army has raised some constructions which are not in conformity with the master plan of Gulmarg Development Authority,” leader of the Upper House, Rajinder Singh Chib, said while responding to MLC Ajay Sadhotra’s calling attention motion wherein he asked government what steps it had taken in this regard.

“But army cannot be vacated overnight. We are now trying to get the rent from army for using the land. The case has been submitted by the Gulmarg Development Authority and is under consideration of the government,” he said. He, however, said, “No decision has been taken on regularization of the rent.”

 Chib, who is also a cabinet minister, said, the army was present throughout the state and not only in Gulmarg. “Army has occupied the land because of operational exigency,” he added.

 On the erection of structures without obtaining building permission, he said the army authorities have been asked by the GDA to submit the building plans supported by title on the land to building operations authority headed by Secretary Tourism for consideration.

 Chib said the government was committed for vacating places occupied by army in the state. “We will always discourage army occupying our prime places. We have said it time and again and we are committed to it.”

· CRPF EYES BARAMULLA LAND, RESIDENTS THREATEN MASS MIGRATION

NO MORE LAND WILL BE GIVEN TO THEM: DC

Aug 28: Strong resentment is brewing among the residents of Singhpora in North Kashmir’s Baramulla district following reports that the paramilitary CRPF is acquiring large chunk of land in the area to build barracks. Media quoting sources said that BSF in 1979 acquired 1700 Kanals of orchards and agricultural land in Singhpora area. After acquiring the land, BSF constructed one of its largest camps in the North Kashmir housing thousands of its troopers and senior officials including a Deputy Inspector General.

In 1994, when militancy was at its peak across the Valley particularly in North Kashmir, 52 Rashtriya Rifles occupied 1750 Kanals of land at Singhpora and constructed camp to accommodate thousands of its troopers and officers. The camp also served as a major platform to carry out anti-militancy operations in the area, besides being the interrogation centre, where suspected people were quizzed for their involvement in militancy.

Unlike BSF, sources said, army denied the compensation to the farmers and continued occupying their orchards and agricultural lands from the past fifteen years. After BSF and army, sources said, CRPF is eyeing a large chunk of land measuring thousands of kanals in the area.

Agency quoting sources said that four days ago, CRPF officials visited Singhpora and Uplona villages and expressed their willingness to acquire land in exchange of compensation. However, the villagers, sources said, turned down the offer of the CRPF and refused to give them the land.

On Friday (Aug 28), sources said, the residents were shocked to see the CRPF men accompanied by engineers’ carrying survey on the land belonging to the villagers. Sensing mischief from the forces, sources said, the villagers brought the issue into the notice of Deputy Commissioner.

“Gradually, the forces are taking our orchards and agricultural lands away. They want to make us dependant,” said Mushtaq Ahmad. Ahmad said that the residents have decided to mass migrate from the area if the forces are allocated the land in the district. 

“Acquiring and occupying land by the forces is a deep rooted conspiracy. They want to snatch our land and turn Kashmir into Palestine,” he added.

Deputy Commissioner, Baramulla, Lateef-ul-Zaman Deva said that he has received the information from the residents of Singhpora regarding the activities of the CRPF. However, he assured that the troops will not be given land in the district. “The forces have acquired enough land in the district. No more land will be allotted to them,” Deva added.
· ARMY RESTORES WATER SUPPLY TO KUPWARA 

Aug 28: The residents of Check-e-Keegam on Sopore-Kupwara highway heaved a sigh of relief when army restored the water supply of two springs – Brunsar and Salamsar – which they had occupied during mid 1991.The villages were hit by drought and in the absence of irrigation facility, villagers were seen happily irrigating their paddy fields with the spring water.

 “If Army would have restored irrigation system before, the drought would not have hit the village and we would not have faced the losses,” villagers alleged. “There is more than 1800 kanals of our proprietary land and hundreds of wall nut trees under the occupation of troops. Army has laid land mines in the fields. We hope we will soon get our occupied land back and land mines cleared, like we got the irrigation water oozing out of the springs which was stopped by the army,” the villagers demanded.

 They said that sacrifice of Bashir Ahmad Tantray has yielded the results. Bashir was shot at and injured by the army at Check-e-Keegam on August 10 this year after which massive protests were held against the army. Following this incident acute shortage of irrigation water to village and occupation of two important springs by Army came into the notice of authorities.

 The MLA Handwara, Choudhary Muhammad Ramzan, raised the issue of firing by army on a civilian and subsequent occupation of water supply in the assembly. Later the deputy commissioner Kupwara, Showket Ahmad Mir, instructed Army to restore the water supply to the village. 

· HIGH COURT BAR ASSOCIATION EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER LAND OCCUPATION

Aug 29: The High Court Bar Association expressed serious concern over ‘occupation of 28 lakh kanals of land’ by the Army in Jammu and Kashmir and asked international community to intervene and end this aggression. The Bar held a meeting under the chairmanship of its president, Mian Abdul Qayoom, to discuss the issue. The Bar vice president, Ejaz Bedar, general secretary, Ghulam Nabi Shaheen and joint secretary, Fayaz Ahmad participated in the meet. 

The meeting expressed serious concern over ‘occupation’ of land by the Army. The Bar said since 1947 people of J&K have been subjected to economic backwardness. The Bar called for resolution of Kashmir dispute in accordance with the wishes of Kashmiris. The Bar alleged in last 20 years ‘1.30 lakh people have been killed by the troops in the state. Over 10,000 people have been subjected to enforced disappearance.’

 The Bar urged international community to force India and Pakistan to settle Kashmir dispute. 

AUGUST 6 MASHALI MOHALLA MASSACRE

19 YEARS ON JUSTICE ELUSIVE, NIGHTMARE HAUNTS

Aug 5: On August 6, about nine people including a nine-year-old boy were killed by 75 battalion of Border Security Forces (BSF) in the infamous Mashali Mohalla carnage 19 years ago. The incident triggered a general strike and protest demonstrations for several days across the Srinagar city.

‘Aag lagao, Mere ko dead body chahiye’ (set the place on fire, I want dead bodies), is how J K Sharma, additional deputy inspector general of police (DIG),is said to have told his men before they gunned down nine innocent civilians in Mashali Mohalla, Hawal Srinagar on August 6,1990.

The gory incident took place hours after a grenade was hurled on a BSF patrolling party in Nowhatta Chowk by some unidentified militants who managed to escape the sight of the forces. One Jawan was killed in the incident. According to eyewitnesses accounts of both local residents and evidence recorded by the BSF during its in-house court of inquiry against the accused BSF personnel, the jawans descended on Mashali Mohalla after the attack and forced their entry into houses and resorted to indiscriminate firing.

This resulted in the death of nine persons including four members of a family. Some of those killed were shot dead when they were fast asleep or having their meals. 

Those killed in cold blood in the gruesome incident were: Bashir Ahmad Baig (60), Muzaffar Ahmad Baig (15) and Ajaz Ahmad Baig (9)—all of one family when they were fast asleep. Three more persons of another family were also killed when they were taking meals namely Ghulam Muhammad Mughloo, Mushtaq Ahmad Mughloo and Ghulam Qadir Mughloo. Three more persons of another family in the same locality were also killed and identified as Fayaz Ahmad Mir, Farooq Ahmad Mir and Ghulam Ahmad Mir. Several thousand people attended their burial at Islamia College grounds defying curfew restrictions. 

Besides killing innocent civilians, some women were also molested when the BSF personnel raided the houses of the inhabitants in the grab of search operations that fateful night. One of the women was later shot at while saving her chastity.

After the incident, three houses were set ablaze by security forces with gun powder and later did not allow fire tenders from putting out the flames. 

“The memories of that horrifying night are deeply entrenched in my mind in which we lost everything. The security forces indulged in arson and firing resulting in fatal injuries of nine persons. The lives of most of these people could have been saved had the armed personnel allowed us to take the injured to the hospital,” recollects a survivor of the deceased.

An FIR No. 57/90 was later lodged with the Nowhatta police and a case registered against BSF under section 302 and 376 of RPC.Besides DIG Sharma who as per the eyewitness accounts of BSF personnel had ordered his men to commit this reprehensible act, an in-house court of inquiry was ordered by BSF against three other accused BSF personnel to probe their involvement in the case. These are deputy commandant R P Bukhal, head constable Gujjan Singh and Constable Uttam Sing. However, the result of the court proceedings against the accused is still pending. 

“The affected families have been ignored as the governments so far have failed to do the justice with the aggrieved families. No action has been taken against the culprits who let loose nightmare on the innocent family on that fateful night. The justice to the victims can be done only if all those BSF men involved into the killing are hanged to death,” the victims’ relatives told media.

AUGUST 2000 WITNESSES SERIES OF MASSACRES IN J&K

Aug 6: As the first week of August comes to a close, memories of this week nine years ago still continue to haunt as it turned out to be one of the bloodiest in Jammu and Kashmir. The first week of August in 2000 witnessed a series of massacres by unidentified gunmen across Jammu and Kashmir that left 91 people, including 26 labourers and eight members of a Village Defence Committee (VDC) dead and injured several others.



In the first massacre in Pahalgam on August 2, 32 people including 23 Amarnath pilgrims, were killed. That day it was stated that when security forces clashed with militants in the area the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) fired indiscriminately to control the situation and some of these pilgrims died due to the CRPF firing.

After the incident, the then Chief minister Dr Farooq Abdullah ordered an inquiry that was headed by the then corps commander Lt Gen S Mukerjee.After the report by inquiry committee Dr Farooq Abdullah had said, a case of murder would be filed against the CRPF officials found guilty by the committee.

Four police officers the then Superintendent of Police Anantnag Tilak Raj, Deputy Superintendents of Police Abdul Qayoom and Pritam Singh, and Sub Inspector G M Bhat were found guilty by the committee of failing to discharge their duty and they were placed under suspension.

Within five hours of the Pahalgam massacre, unidentified gunmen descended on Katran village in Qazigund area of South Kashmir and massacred 19 labourers.An hour later, another group of unidentified gunmen struck at Sandu village near Achhabal in the same district and shot dead seven brick kiln labourers.

Two of the three survivors of the Katran massacre had that day said that three gunmen clad in Army fatigues came to the village around 10.45 PM and called out to the labourers. ”They told us their vehicle was stranded in the mud a short distance away and sought help,” one of the survivors has said.

“By then 27 of us came out and were asked to line up at a spot 100 yards away. The gunmen immediately began firing and killed several of my colleagues on the spot. Three of us managed to crawl away into a nearby paddy field,” he has added.

On August 3 in Jammu region, unidentified gunmen shot dead 23 persons belonging to Hindu community in two separate incidents. That day official spokesman had said that “Suspected militants cordoned off Danmata and Kunda villages in Doda district early today, asked the residents to come out and opened fire killing 15 villagers.

Eight members of a village defence committee were also killed by unidentified gunmen in Dachan village in the same district on the same night, and five other civilians were gunned down in Gujjar Nagar area near Banihal in Doda.On August 4, unidentified gunmen during the same night entered the house of Mumtaz Ganai, a surrendered militant, in Kalaroos Kupwara and shot dead his grandfather, father, mother, brother and wife.

GOVT. GUNMAN CONVICTED FOR MASSACRE

Aug 8: A local court convicted a government gunman for killing a family and a policeman at Lolab in Kupwara in 1997.The court of Principal District and Sessions Judge Kupwara, Rashid Ali Dar, would decide the quantum of punishment to the convict on August 18. The court convicted Ghulam Mohi-din Wani resident of Walkohul Lolab for killing four members of a family and the policeman after hearing arguments from defense counsel, public prosecutor and corroborating the facts and evidences in the case.

Notorious gunman Ghulam Mohi-din Wani, who was working for 118 BN of Border Security Force (BSF) at Dorsa Lolab camp, had shot dead Muhammad Yousuf Ganai son of Abdul Gaffar Ganai, his wife Guljan Begum, his two sons Muhammad Haneef Ganai, Nasser Ahmad Ganai and a policeman Muhammad Ishaq Bhat son of Abdul Gani of the same village during the night of March 17, 1997, in their homes.

Relatives of the murdered family filed a case against the government gunman and his colleagues. The police station Lalpora had registered an FIR No-49 of 97 u/s 302,449 and 34 RPC and arrested the government gunman. The relatives of the slain family told media that they have been fighting the case and seeking justice for the last 13 years. Ghulam Muhammad, uncle of M Yousuf Ganai, recounted the night and said: “It was a most horrible night for us, when we saw our beloved ones in a pool of blood crying for help and government gunmen and BSF were showering bullets on them.”

“On March 17, 1997 at around 1 AM, dogs started barking suddenly. We heard continuous knocks at the house of my nephew Muhammad Yousuf and within seconds we heard some gun shots followed by continuous firing. There was a lull for a while and again we heard few more gun shots in another house which belonged to policeman Muhammad Ishaq,” he added.

“We heard cries by the inmates that Ikhwanis (government gunmen) and BSF are killing them, we rushed towards the spot. We were stunned to see Mohidin, Majeed and two BSF troopers firing indiscriminately. The gunmen accompanied by BSF troopers had pumped bullets into the chests of the four members of Yousuf family and the policeman Ishaq. Blood was oozing out of their bodies.” The villagers identified the killers as Ghulam Mohidin Wani, Abdul Majeed Ganai (both government gunmen), BSF troopers ASI Gulzar Singh and Gurmeet Singh of Dorsa camp. 

The villagers said Mohidin was the leader of Ikhwan group and had unleashed reign of terror in the area. He, they said, on the behest of BSF troopers of Dorsa camp was harassing people and molesting and teasing the girls. The killers, they said, had threatened the Muhammad Yousuf and police man Ishaq of dire consequences if they became obstacles in their bad intentions and deeds.

The residents said: “The slain family and policeman are martyrs who sacrificed their lives to protect the chastity of our sisters and mothers and that too during Ikhwan time”.  

Public prosecutor Ghulam Muhammad Shah argued before the court that Mohidin, Abdul Majeed Ganai and two BSF troopers hatched a conspiracy to eliminate the family of Yousuf and the police over causing hindrances in their bad deeds and finally they (Ikhwanis and BSF men) killed them. 

Shah argued that the crime committed by Ikhwanis was the rarest of the rare as Mohidin and his group massacred an innocent family and a policeman who had nothing to do with anti-national groups. Police produced 13 witnesses in the case and all the statements of witnesses corroborated the facts. 

JUSTICE AFTER 23 YEARS

BOOKED FOR STONE PELTING IN 1986, 11 ACCUSED ACQUITTED

Aug 30: After 23 years, eleven persons booked for stone pelting in 1986 were acquitted by a TADA Court, here and all charges leveled against them were dismissed. The case against the 11 accused was registered under FIR No.245/86 in Police Station Khanyar, based on the “Daily Diary report” of October 3, 1986. 

The report stated, “On October 3, 1986, then  SHO Police Station  Khanyar along with then Zonal Officer, SP Abdul Majid Khan, DSP Abdul Qadir Shah, DSP North Javaid Riyaz  and Sector Magistrate Division Nowhatta Abdul Salam Sofi were performing their duties when all of sudden a mob started pelting stones on Police Division Nowhatta causing damage to the windowpanes”.

“The persons leading the mob were raising slogans, challenging the sovereignty of India over Kashmir and hatched a conspiracy to secede Kashmir from India,” the police report stated adding, “The persons in the lead were provoking the other members to kill the police men and on their behest, the mob resorted to violence. The accused persons were arrested during the stone pelting.”

The 11 accused persons, now acquitted by TADA/POTA Court include Mohammad Muzaffar Khan (Sheeshgari Mohalla), Mohammad Azeem Sofi (Alamgari Bazar), Abdul Majid Chilo (Zaina Kadal), Riyaz Ahmad Mir (Nowpora), Mohammad Maqbool (Zoonimar), Mushtaq Ahmad Bazaz (Babademb), Ajaz Ahmad (Gilipora), Nazir Ahmad (Khanda Bhawan), Imtiyaz Ahmad Bhat (Rajouri Kadal), Ali Mohammad Khosa (Naid Kadal) and Showkat Ahmad Nath (Devi Angan), all residents of Srinagar.

Subsequently, the case went to TADA court for trial, during which the accused were on bail. The accused were charge sheeted under section 307 (attempt to murder), 336,332,427/149 RPC and 4 (3) TADA Act (waging war against the country). However, all of them pleaded not guilty to the charges.

The Court directed the prosecution to produce evidence in order to substantiate the allegations leveled against the accused. However, during the subsequent trial in TADA court, which ran for 23 years, the prosecution could not prove the charges against the accused despite producing five eyewitnesses in the court.

In the judgment pronounced this week, Additional Judge TADA/POTA Court, Srinagar, Inder Singh observed, “It is clear that the prosecution has examined as many as five witnesses. Of the prosecution witnesses (PWs), Javaid Riyaz, Ali Mohammad and Mohammad Maqbool did not state anything against the accused persons. Though in their statements, they had deposed the details of the alleged occurrence but they have nowhere stated that the accused had taken part in the alleged riot.”

The TADA/POTA Judge further said, “There were also discrepancies and contradictions in the statements of the prosecution witnesses, which created doubt in my mind about their presence on the spot.”

 “As such, from the above, it can be concluded that the  prosecution has not been able to prove its case as warranted under law and so in my opinion the same deserve dismissal and hence dismissed. The accused are acquitted and their surety and personal bonds stand discharged. And the file be consigned to records after due completion,” added TADA Judge Inder Singh. Upbeat over the judgment, Advocate Shafqat Hussain said, “Though the judgment is in our favour but it took court 23 long years to come to this conclusion.” 

“The prosecution could not prove charges leveled against my clients even during 23 years, which is indeed the longest time given by any court to prosecution to prove the charges,” he said.

Hussain said all his clients suffered miserably during past 23 years.  “At the time of their arrest, they were young chaps but all of them are now in their forties and fifties. Due to the long pending case, the career of many of my clients was destroyed. Initially, the case was pleaded by Advocate Ghulam Qadir Sailani but after his death in troopers firing at Dalgate in 1990s, I represented the case.” 

IN BRIEF 

· POLICE SEEKS ‘COMPENSATION’ FOR BURNT VEHICLE

Aug 2: The residents of Pattan town accused police of demanding compensation for setting ablaze an army vehicle during protests last month. “Police is demanding Rs 27 lakhs as compensation from us. They are arresting the boys from school and colleges and are pressurizing them to confess that they burnt the vehicle,” residents alleged. They said police has registered an FIR, No. 65/2009 in this connection at Police station Pattan. “We approached the senior superintendent of police Baramulla and apprised him about the matter, but he didn’t take any action,” they added.

The residents accused police of making their lives miserable and framing charges against the innocents. When contacted the station house officer Pattan, Abdul Majeed told media, “We are arresting people who were involved in setting the army vehicle on fire. Many arrests are yet to be made and investigations are on,” 

 The senior superintendent of police, Baramulla denied that police was demanding any compensation. “These are baseless allegations. We are only arresting those people who were involved in the incident,” he added.

· ACHHABAL PROTESTS YOUTH’S DETENTION

On Aug 4, residents of Achabal, Islamabad of south Kashmir protested against the detention of youths by the police, alleged third-degree torture on them in custody and framing them under false cases. Though the police claimed of recovering ammunition from the youths, no one in the villages is ready to buy the version. Villagers say the youths are being framed only because they were actively involved in peaceful pro-freedom demonstrations.

“Police has been harassing these youths for some time now for participating in demonstrations. But since they did not budge, they are now being framed,” said the residents. The residents also alleged that the condition of Muhammad Younus has deteriorated as he has been subjected to third-degree torture and had to be admitted in the district hospital. A top police official said a case has been registered against the youths under Arms Act.

· ‘POLICE IMPLICATING OUR WARDS’

Aug 4: Accusing the police of implicating their wards in a “false case”, the family members of six youths, arrested in frontier district of Kupwara last week, demanded their immediate release saying “they were not planning to go for arms training but were on a picnic trip.”

 “The six boys arrested by police are innocent. They had gone to Lolab valley for picnic and had no intention to cross the border for arms training,” the family members of the detained youth, hailing from Sopore said. The six were arrested by police from Lolab valley, on Aug 1 when they were allegedly planning to cross over to AJK for arms training.

 Contesting the police’s claim, Bashir Ahmad Untoo, father of one of the arrested, said his son was a student of class 12th and had gone to Lolab for picnic along with his friends after prior permission from the family. Another parent Habib-ullah Bhat said his son Feroz Ahmad had also informed him about his plan of going to Lolab. “The unwarranted arrest will ruin their career,” Bhat added.  

· 2 KASHMIRI YOUTH HELD IN DELHI: POLICE

Aug 7: Delhi Police claimed to have arrested two suspected Hizbul-Mujahideen activists hailing from Jammu and Kashmir for planning a strike in the capital ahead of the Independence Day. The two identified as Javed Ahmed and Ashiq Ali have been remanded to custody till August 17, joint police commissioner, P N Agarwal, told media. The elite anti-terror wing of the police arrested the two at Mahavir Park in Daryajang area late last night. Javed is a resident of Kupwara while Ashiq hails from Kathua.

The police said Javed crossed over to “other side” of Jammu and Kashmir in 1999 while Ashiq joined him there in 2003. Both had met HM chief, Syed Salahuddin. They were trained there,

Two AK-47 rifles, two grenades and some documents were claimed to have been seized from the arrested youth. Both are in early 30s.The intelligence agencies have sounded red alert as they fear that militants may strike in Delhi, Haryana and Mumbai in the coming days. The authorities have deployed hundreds of policemen and paramilitary forces to guard vital installations. 

· CIVILIAN BEHEADED IN RAJOURI

Aug 3: A civilian has been beheaded by the suspected militants in Dharamsal area of Rajouri district on Aug 1.Police reports said during the intervening night of August 1 and 2, 2009, four unidentified gunmen came to the house of Ali Sayeed at Bambla Morha Kundal under the jurisdiction of police station Dharamsal and asked him to accompany them to some distance as a guide. Later on in the morning, Ali Sayeed was found slaughtered near forest of his native village.
GOVT. FIGURES MISLEADING: KPSS
Aug 22: Terming the government claim of facilitating smooth return of Kashmiri Pandits as hoax, Kashmiri Pandit Sangarsh Samiti, a non-migrant KP organization, said Kashmir housed 565 temples in 1990 of which 522 have been damaged. Among these 522 temples 21 were completely destroyed while 21 are occupied by troops, KPSS President Sanjay Tickoo told media.

“The government figures are wrong. Twenty two temples were occupied by troopers while 21 don’t exit at all,” Tickoo said. He also questioned the government saying that if only 33,449 KP families were registered with it, what had happened to other KPs who fled Kashmir valley after the outbreak of armed rebellion. 

“Is it that only 50,000 KP families lived in Kashmir before 1990?  According to 1998 census, 19,865 souls were present in Kashmir and according to census of March 2008, only 3,265 KPs were left here,” Tickoo said. “Where did the 16000 KPs go? Does government know about their whereabouts?” 

He said by releasing the figures of registered displaced KPs, the government has created confusion among the non-migrant and displaced KPs as well. “Government should tell us how many families migrated in 1990,” Tickoo said. He also termed the claims of government for bringing back KPs as false. “If government is really sincere, why is it spending crores of rupees in constructing residential flats in Jammu,” the KPSS president said.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

EXPLOSIONS
· BOY KILLED IN EXPLOSION AT BUDGAM, 3 INJURED IN RAMBAGH GRENADE EXPLOSION

Aug 3: Younis Ahmed son of Sagar Ahmed of Ditya Bihar succumb to injuries he received on August 2 grenade explosion at Rambagh, Srinagar. Three persons were injured in the grenade explosion

· SHEPHERD INJURED IN MINE BLAST

Aug 11: A shepherd lost his left leg in a powerful mine blast after he accidentally stepped over it while grazing his cattle at Dalhan area near Line of Control (LoC) in Poonch district. The injured shepherd has been identified as Abdul Majid son of Noor Wali resident of Dalhan. 

Police said that Abdul, was grazing his cattle when a land mine blew up his left leg after, he accidentally stepped over it at Dalhan, 12 kilometer away from Poonch. Hearing big boom of the mine blast, police and locals rushed to the spot and shifted injured to the District Hospital Poonch. His condition was stated to be out of danger. 

· TROOPER INJURED IN MINE BLAST

Aug 22: In Rajouri, a BSF trooper, Muhammad Rafiq, of 76 battalion was critically injured in a landmine blast at Keri sector. The blast occurred when he accidentally stepped on the mine while patrolling in the sector. 

· 1 HURT IN BLAST NEAR LOC

Aug 30: One person was injured when an explosive device went off near Line of Control (LoC) in Uri sector in north Kashmir, official sources said. They said one Nazir Ahmad was cutting grass near LoC at Churanda in Uri sector when suddenly the explosive device, reportedly land mine, went off. He was critically wounded and was later hospitalized, they said.

The entire area near the LoC in Uri and other sectors were mined to prevent infiltration from across the border during 90s. During earlier wars of 1965 and 1971 land mines had been planted to foil the forward movement of Pakistan soldiers in these sectors. However, despite ceasefire, thousands of land mines remained planted in border areas, resulting in accidents. Several people had died while hundreds lost their arms or legs in these blasts in the border areas in the past.  

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

· AFSPA TO BE RESTRICTED:P CHIDAMBARAM

Aug 1: The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) is being amended and the government is looking at limiting the application of the legislation to some areas, Indian Home Minister P Chidambaram said. Chidambaram said that the center would have to take a decision on restricting the application of the controversial Act in some areas. The Act is currently enforced in Jammu and Kashmir and some parts of the Northeast.

“The AFSPA amendments are getting ready,” he told media. “At the moment, we are looking at the amendments to the AFSPA. I cannot disclose the nature of the amendments because that has to go through the Cabinet process,” he said.

· MILITANTS HAVE CHANGED TACTICS: ARMY

Aug 4: The army chief, General Deepak Kapoor, asserted that militants had changed their tactics, but he was quick to add that army was capable of thwarting any attacks.

“We are aware of change in tactics by the militants but we have also refined our procedures to respond to such tactics,” General Kapoor told media. “We are very capable and confident of foiling any infiltration bid or the attempt of the militants to target security forces.”

· SHRC RECOMMENDATIONS NOT MANDATORY: SAGAR

Aug 7: The State Government refused to accept an amendment in the Public Safety Act and justified the law saying “it is for running the state.” The Government said there were enough guarantees under the Act to safeguard the rights of detainees.

The Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Ali Muhammad Sagar, while speaking on the bill moved by PDP’s Basharat Bukhari to bring an amendment in the Act, said the law has been enacted to “run the State.” 
The Government also opposed the private member’s bill introduced by Chowdhary Zulfikar Ali of PDP to amend the Jammu and Kashmir Protection of Human Rights Act, 1997, to make the recommendations of the State Human Rights Commission mandatory for the Government.

While opposing the bill, Sagar said the SHRC recommendations were not binding and they were only recommendatory in nature “like every State of India.”

He, however, said the Commission could only present reports and it was up to the Government whether to accept them or not. 

· FRESH INFILTRATIONS CAUSE CONCERN: ANTONY

Aug 8: Defence Minister A K Antony said the “increase in infiltration” along the line of control (LoC) was a “matter of concern” for the government. “Militancy in Jammu and Kashmir has come down substantially but in the last one month, suddenly a tendency of increase in infiltration is a matter of concern,” he told media on the sidelines of a function to inaugurate the Armed Forces Tribunal.

 Observing that the atmosphere was improving in the state, he said, “We can’t have complacency in Jammu and Kashmir. Eternal vigilance is needed and we can’t take any decision regarding the state in a hasty manner.” 

· 5,000 CRPF PERSONNEL TO BE REMOVED FROM JAMMU REGION

Aug 11: More than 5,000 Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel will soon be withdrawn from the militancy-ravaged areas of Jammu division and deployed in the Red Corridor to fight naxalites, sources said. “As many as seven battalions of the CRPF are being withdrawn from various areas of Jammu division," official source told media. ‘Twenty-one companies of CRPF (i.e. three battalions with around 720 personnel each) will be withdrawn from Udhampur district while five companies will be removed from Bhaderwah and four from Gandoh areas of militancy-ravaged Doda district," the source disclosed, adding the rest of the security force will be removed from other parts of the Jammu region.

Sources told media that the CRPF companies had started packing up from various locations in the mountainous Doda and Udhampur districts and would leave in couple of days. On the request of state government, the Centre, observing a decline in militancy, had reportedly decided to withdraw at least 23 battalions of paramilitary forces, CRPF, Border Security Force (BSF) and Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)-from Jammu and Kashmir. 

It was proposed to remove a total of 16 CRPF battalions-ten from Kashmir and six from Jammu division-from the militancy-ravaged state. At least five battalions of paramilitary forces would be removed from the Couter-Insurgency-Grid (CIG) in the state, sources further informed. These paramilitary troops would be deployed in the naxalite-affected states, sources added. 

· 14 KILLED TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER: GOVT

Aug 11: The government acknowledged in the Assembly that 14 persons were killed in teargas shelling and firing by the troopers and police to ‘maintain law and order’ during the past 10 months. In response to a question of PDP legislator, Peerzada Mansoor Hussain, the government in written reply stated that, “14 persons have lost their lives and 54 were injured due to teargas shelling and firing by the security forces and police while maintaining law and order during the period (November 1, 2008 till date).”

· NO PANEL FOR MISSING PERSONS: GOVT

Aug 17: Jammu and Kashmir government declined to constitute a commission to find out the whereabouts of the missing persons. In reply to a written question by the CPI-M legislator, MY Tarigami, the government said a number of persons of different age groups had gone missing since 1990.

 Responding to another question, whether, in view of the agony of families of the missing persons, the government intended to provide them adequate financial support, the government said: “A family member of a missing person is considered for compassionate appointment or cash compensation in lieu of a government job in terms of Jammu and Kashmir Compassionate Appointment Rules, 1994.”  

· REMOVE AFSPA FROM PEACEFUL DISTRICTS: OMAR TELLS DELHI  

Aug 17: Asking for a pragmatic view about the continuation of Armed Forces Special Powers Act in Jammu and Kashmir, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah called for removing its applicability from districts where militancy was minimal. Addressing the Chief Ministers’ conference which was chaired by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, Abdullah said there had been a distinct change in the security environment in Jammu and Kashmir making a good case for reviewing the continuation of AFSPA particularly areas which are not unduly affected by militancy.

Abdullah said: “Of all the States in India, Jammu and Kashmir has the most experience of handling internal security problems.” 
· SITUATION NOT CONDUCIVE FOR TROOP WITHDRAWAL: GOVT

Aug 18: The Minister for Law and Parliamentary Affairs, Ali Muhammad Sagar, reiterates the situation was not conducive for the withdrawal of armed forces from Jammu and Kashmir. Responding to a question by the Peoples Democratic Party MLC, Murtaza Ahmad Khan, in the Upper House on troop withdrawal, Sagar said, “The deployment of the army and paramilitary troopers across the state is being constantly reviewed by the state and the central governments. There has been a marked improvement in the internal security situation in the state, but the time is not ripe to withdraw armed forces from the state.”

· AFSPA WILL STAY TILL NEEDED: SAGAR  

Aug 20: Admitting that human rights violations were taking place in Kashmir, the Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Ali Mohammad Sagar told Legislative Assembly that Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) will remain in force as long as it was needed. 

· 30 CRPF COMPANIES WITHDRAWN, 5 POLICE BATTALIONS TO BE RAISED: DGP  

Aug 23: Ruling out immediate release of detained separatist leaders, Director General Police, Kuldeep Khoda said 30 companies of CRPF have been pulled out from Central and South Kashmir while New Delhi has agreed to raise five more battalions of police. Quoting Khoda, local news agency KNS, said separatists could not be released since they disturb daily lives of people. 

The DGP said if separatists stop annoying people then government could rethink whether to release them or not. He said 30 companies of CRPF have been pulled back while 18 new companies of Jammu Kashmir Armed Police and IRP have been deployed in Srinagar and Baramulla. 

· GOVT ISSUES PRISONERS’ LIST

2449 BEHIND BARS

Aug 24: The government revealed that only 2449 prisoners were lodged in various jails of the State of which 65 were languishing in outside prisons while 108 were foreigners including nine Afghan nationals, one Saudi national and one Bangladeshi. Of 108 foreigners, 69 hail from Pakistan including those who have been held for crossing LoC illegally while rest are natives of Pakistan administered Kashmir, the government said.

Surprisingly, the list of prisoners released by the government has no mention of detention of a single-pro-freedom leader detained over the past three months including Chairman of Hurriyat (G) Syed Ali Geelani, senior Hurriyat (G) leader Masarat Alam Bhat and senior Hurriyat (M) leader Shabir Shah.

The list of detainees was distributed in the State Legislative Assembly in reply to the queries posed by an independent MLA for Langate, Engineer Sheikh Abdul Rashid. The MLA had asked the government to state the total number of people lodged in various jails in the State as well as in outside prisons and their present status.

The government in a written reply said: “At present 2449 people are lodged in various jails of the State of which 65 prisoners were languishing in various prisons outside the State.” The government also admitted that 15 people hailing from the State whose detention orders under Public Safety Act had been quashed by the respective courts were still behind bars. 

“Any convict who completes his term of punishment is released. However these 15 people had been arrested in militancy related cases under substantive law. No bail has been granted to them by the concerned courts and they’re facing trial,” the government replied. In reply to another query of Rashid, whether the government was proposing to shift the prisoners lodged in outside jails back to the jails in the State, the government said: “Prisoners facing trial in cases registered in the State are usually lodged within the State. Some foreign nationals detained under PSA are lodged in jails outside the State.”

Following the orders of the apex court, the government said, many cases against foreign national had been transferred to courts outside the State for speedy trial. About the number of foreign nationals lodged in jails outside the State, the government said 108 foreign national have been detained to date. “All of them are lodged in prisons outside the State,” the government replied.

“Of 108 foreign detainees, only two have been acquitted while others were either convicted or are facing trial. The investigative agencies have recommended deportation of all foreign detainees. “The Saudi national who has been identified as Muhammad Abdul Aziz had been arrested from Kralkund area of Srinagar and is lodged in Kot Balwal jail since 25 March 2009. The Bangladeshi national has been identified as Sheikh Khalifatullah of Durgapur, Bangladesh.  He is presently facing trial and is lodged at Kathua jail.

· AFSPA WILL GO DURING MY TENURE: CM  

‘MORE HR VIOLATIONS DURING MUFTI RULE’ 

Aug 27: Promising that Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) will be scrapped during the six- year term of coalition government, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said. 
The CM said cross firing incidents have witnessed 83 per cent decrease and random firing incidents have witnessed 88 per cent drop. “The incidents of killings of SPOs and VDC members have also gone down considerably”. Omar said civilian killings have gone down by 25 per cent and the killings of paramilitary personnel have also decreased to 21 per cent. “The killings of police men have gone down by 33 per cent”.

“In 2003, 1490 militants got killed. In 2004, 976 and in 2005, 917 militants were killed,” he said. “I had said if there would be a single incident, it would be grave violations of human rights.  Unfortunately some incidents happened. But we will reach to a state where there would be no HR abuse incident,” Omar said, adding, “The perpetrators were strongly dealt with. Bomai and Khaigam are examples,” he said.

 “I don’t want to impose PSAs on separatist leaders. Geelani sahib is under arrest but I was left with no option to do that. I can’t see Shikara wallas, shopkeepers, tour guides, cart pullers and a poor man suffering. I can’t see stones in the hands of youth,” the Chief Minister said.

“My government is committed to withdraw troops from civilian areas. Police needs to be trained and equipped properly so that it could deal with the situation,” the chief minister said. He said 7800 posts were created in the police this year while last year some 3300 posts were created.

The Chief Minister said in Jammu, army holds 33 per cent land and in Ladakh, 46 per cent land was under them. “In Kashmir, there is only 17 per cent land under troops. We have to keep troops somewhere. We should not forget that there is a LoC of 2002 kms. But this does not mean that we don’t want troop-cut. My government is very much committed to decrease the presence of army and CRPF in the State,” he said.

· 600 TO 800 MILITANTS OPERATING IN JK: ARMY  

 ‘57 MILITANTS KILLED FROM JAN TO AUGUST 2009’

Aug 26: Claiming that militancy is declining in J and K, Army said that nearly 600 to 800 militants are presently operating in the state. “The overall situation is good in the entire State with low level and sporadic incidents of violence,” General Officer Commanding-in-Chief of Northern Command, Lt General PC Bhardwaj told reporters at an informal chat at Northern Command Headquarters.

“It was not possible to assess the exact number of militants operating in the State, but overall assessment from all agencies put their number to be around 600 to 800. Among them, the number of foreign militants could be less,” he said.

Claiming that infiltration has increased this year, Bharadwaj said the restoration of democratic and political activities and peaceful Amarnath yatra are indications that overall situation in Jammu and Kashmir is very good, he said. 

Meanwhile, Brigadier G Murali, BGS of Information Wing said 57 militants were killed during infiltration bids across the borders in Jammu and Kashmir from January to August this year, a senior army officer said.

“Army had foiled 26 infiltration bids along the borders in the State killing this year, killing 57 militants. The infiltration has been continuing and has gone up especially in the month of March this year,” he said.

“There have been nearly 72 successful infiltration bids between January and August this year. Of these 69 have taken place in Kashmir and remaining three in Jammu region,” said Brigadier Murali.

 “The level of violence has come down and there are significant signs of normalcy, but the militants are banking on the agitational approach of the people and to crimes linked to human rights violations to disturb the peace,” Lt Gen Bharadwaj said “The maximum violations - 1,790 - were reported way back in 1990,” he added.

· 20 YRS ON, 3429 YOUTH MISSING IN JK: GOVT  

STATE HAS 26355 WIDOWS, 8612 ORPHANS

Aug 26: The government revealed in Assembly that 3429 youth have gone missing in the State since 1990 while the number of orphans and widows stands at 26355 and 8612 respectively. The figures were given by the government in a written reply to a question posed by PDP MLA from Shopian, Abdur Razak Zawoora.While releasing the figures, government said 3429 youth have gone missing in the State from 1990 till July 2009. “Of these 1062 disappeared from Kashmir while 2367 went missing from Jammu region”. 

About the number of widows and orphans, the government said there were 8612 widows and 26355 orphans in the State. “Of the 8612 widows, 2267 were the widows of militants, who were killed in different encounters and other incidents while 6345 women lost their husbands to different violence related incidents. Of the 26355 orphans, 20976 lost their family members to violence during the turmoil while 5379 were kins of slain militants.”

In the written reply, government stated that the figures about orphans and widows came to fore after a survey was conducted by the Rehabilitation Council to ascertain the number of widows and orphans in the State. “Anganwadi workers supervised by supervisors were part of the survey conducted by the rehabilitation council, which worked under Social Welfare department”. The figures about missing youth were attributed to the home department and not to the survey. 

About the number of jobs provided under SRO 43 since 2003, the government said 3919 people have been provided the jobs. Talking to media Minister of Social Welfare, Sakeena Itoo said, “ Of these, 1116 people were provided jobs in Jammu while 2803 youth got jobs under SRO 43 in Kashmir,” the government said adding, “1354 job applications under SRO 43 were pending”.

· ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY ACTIVELY PURSUED: GOVT

20 INQUIRIES IN 2 YEARS, HUNDREDS OF SHRC RECOMMENDATIONS PENDING

Aug 26: The state government claimed that it is actively pursuing a zero tolerance policy in cases of human rights violations by the security forces and police. The claim was made in a written reply to a question of PDP president Mehbooba Mufti in the legislative assembly. The government stated that in the case of central paramilitary forces and the armed forces personnel found to be involved in such violations, the state government ensures that criminal cases are registered and expeditiously and that recommendations for criminal or disciplinary actions are taken up vigorously with the concerned authorities.

The government also claimed that there was no increase in the incidents of human rights violations particularly rapes, molestations and eve teasing after the formation of the new government. The government also denied that the security forces perpetrated a fresh reign of terror under the disguise of Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) and Disturbed Area Act.

To another question of PDP MLA Rafi Ahmad Mir, the state government revealed that 20 judicial/commission enquiries were ordered in different incidents of alleged human rights violations perpetrated by security forces for the past two years.

The government also admitted that four incidents of human rights violations occurred during the rule of new coalition government headed by Chief Minister Omar Abdullah. The first case is about Bomai, Sopore which caused widespread demonstrations across the valley forcing the government to order a magisterial inquiry into the incident. 

The government also disclosed that the enquiry report about the Khaigam (Pulwama) was accepted by it. On March 18, the CRPF personnel raided a house and killed Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Malik, a carpenter in the incident. The magisterial enquiry was conducted by additional deputy commissioner. Again, the findings of the enquiry report were not made available in the assembly.

It may be recalled here that the five CRPF were placed under suspension and later arrested for questioning. The government also disclosed that it accepted the enquiry report regarding the death of Manzoor Ahmad Beig of Aloochi Bagh after he was summoned by SOG on May 18.

Regarding the firing incident in Baramulla on June 29, the government said that the magisterial enquiry is going on and police is also separately investigating the case. Three civilians were killed and one seriously injured after the security forces had opened indiscriminate firing on the protestors.

Meanwhile, the government admitted that hundreds of the recommendations of the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) submitted to it are still pending. In reply to a question by Mir Saifullah pertaining to the pending recommendations of SHRC, the government stated that out of 1008 recommendations received by SHRC, 578 cases have been disposed off by the concerned deputy commissioners (DCs) and the home department. But the remaining 430 cases are under process with the DCs and other field agencies and departments for verification and reports.

· ‘WE’LL CLOSE AFSPA CHAPTER’

PDP PLAYING DEMAND, SUPPLY POLITICS: OMAR

Aug 27: Asserting that Jammu and Kashmir was a political issue and dialogue was the only way to permanently resolve it, the Chief Minister, Omar Abdullah, reiterated his government’s commitment that the Armed Forces Special Powers Act would be withdrawn from the state during National Conference-Congress rule.

“The process of dialogue should be speeded up on both the fronts i.e. between the governments of India and Pakistan and between New Delhi and Srinagar,” he told the Legislative Assembly, adding that various shades of opinion across the political spectrum within the state needed to be involved in the process.

 
Referring to Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, the Chief Minister said his government was keen to close its chapter. “We will close the chapter which was brought to the state by Mufti Sahab,” Omar said, while winding up the discussion on grants of the departments under his control.

However, the chief minister sought cooperation from the Opposition to work together for revocation of AFSPA and troop withdrawal. “Let us address the issue in one voice,” Omar said.

· SHOPIAN CULPRITS WILL BE PUNISHED: OMAR

Aug 28: The Chief Minister, Omar Abdullah, said that he will direct Special Investigating Team, probing the double rape and murder of two women in Shopian, to work round the clock and expedite the probe till the case will be taken up by the Central Bureau of Investigation.

 Speaking to Independent Women’s Initiative Group comprising historian Dr Uma Chakravarty, law researcher Dr Usha Ramanathan, human rights lawyer and activist Vrinda Grover, Journalist Anuradha Bhasin, doctor Ajitha and lawyer Seema Misra, Omar said he will direct the SIT to work round the clock and make the investigation more pro-active till the case is taken up by the CBI.  “There should be no let loose in the investigation at any point in time,” he said.

 An official statement said that the Chief Minister reiterated his strong determination to unearth the facts of Shopian incident and assured severe punishment to the culprits what so over high they may be. “Nobody involved in covering or perpetuating to cover up the heinous crime will be tolerated,” he said, adding that there was ‘no let up in the strong will of government to punish the culprits of Shopian crime’.

· AFSPA, LAW & ORDER NOT LINKED: GOVT

Aug 31: Government said there was "no connection" between law and order situation in the State and revocation of Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA). Replying to a question of PDP MLA Chowdhary Zulfikar Ali, the State Home Ministry, which is under the charge of Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, said, "There is no connection between the law and order situation in the State and the AFSPA. Law and order situations are dealt with by the State Police with the assistance of the paramilitary forces, wherever required."

PDP MLA Chowdhary had also sought the details of persons detained under the Public Safety Act (PSA) and the number of pending SRO 43 cases besides when these cases will be disposed off. The Ministry said 245 persons were presently under detention and lodged in different jails while 69 cases of "compassionate appointment" under SRO 43 pertaining to the State police were pending in various districts. It said efforts were being made for the early settlement of these cases. 

ENQUIRIES ORDERED
	S. No. 
	Victim’s name and address 
	Brief incident details 
	Agency involved
	Probe ordered by
	Remarks 

	1.
	Bashir Ahmad Magray, 40,

Keegam, Kupwara

a labourer  
	Aug 9-2009: Bashir Ahmad Magray was shot at by troopers on the evening of August 9 from a point-blank range near his house in Keegam market. 
	Army’s 47 RR 

	FIR No-108/2009 u/s 307 RPC was filed against the 47 RR

Srinagar-based army spokesman, Col. J.S Brar told media, “We have ordered a high-level inquiry into the incident.”
	

	2. 
	Yasir Reshi 

Peoples Democratic Party leader
	On August 11, Yasir Reshi was allegedly fired at by police constables on escort duty with the Dy SP, Sumbal. 


	Police 
	FIR (151/09) under section 7/25- 307 dated August 11, 2009 has been registered in police station, Sumbal.

Police has ordered an investigation into the incident. 

The DGP has ordered a departmental enquiry into the incident and the DSP, Bandipora, Harmeet Singh, has been appointed the investigating officer.
	On August 12, four police officials Mushtaq Ahmad Paul (constable), Rohit Raina (SG Ct), Faisal Khan (constable) and Arif Rasool (constable) were arrested 




KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF AUG -2009
	  DATE
	SOLDIERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	Aug 01
	1
	2
	1
	-

	Aug 02
	2
	2
	1
	-

	Aug 03
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Aug 04
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Aug 05
	-
	8
	-
	-

	Aug 06
	1
	-
	2
	-

	Aug 07
	2
	6
	-
	-

	Aug 08
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 09
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 10
	3
	5
	-
	-

	Aug 11
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Aug 12
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Aug 13
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 14
	-
	4
	-
	-

	Aug 15
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 16
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Aug 17
	-
	1
	1
	-

	Aug 18
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 19
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Aug 20
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Aug 21
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 22
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Aug 23
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Aug 24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 25
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Aug 26
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 27
	1
	1
	-
	-

	Aug 28
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 29
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 30
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 31
	2
	1
	1
	-

	TOTAL
	13
	43
	8
	0

	                                                    IN TOTAL
	64 KILLINGS



CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS

Aug 1: At least two militants were killed in an encounter with troops in Bhangus valley near the line of control. Meanwhile, the shoot-outs by militants at busy Regal Chowk and Batamaloo areas in the city left a policeman dead and two paramilitary CRPF personnel injured. The injured have been identified as Firdous Ahmad Bhat of Baramulla and B V Ghosh of West Bengal, both belonging to 132 bn while as the deceased has been identified as Mohammad Shafi Bhat, belt no.649/S of Noorpora-Tral, he was posted in police station Batamaloo near Hotel Akbar.In another incident, a civilian identified as Ali Sayeed has been beheaded by the suspected militants in Dharamsal area of Rajouri district.

Aug 2: Two militants and a trooper identified as Rajesh Kumar were killed in an encounter that broke out between militants and troopers in Bhangus valley near the line of control.Meanwhile, a boy was killed when a device he was fiddling with, exploded in central Kashmir's Budgam district. The deceased has been identified as Shabir Ahmad Sheikh, of Khag.In another incident, in South Kashmir’s Shopian district, a trooper of the Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry Regiment of the Indian Army, who had come on leave to home, was shot dead by unidentified men who had abducted him on Aug 1.SP Shopian Shahid Mehraj identified the slain trooper as Sabzar Ahmad of Reshi Nagar Shopian..

Aug 3: Younis Ahmed son of Sagar Ahmed of Ditya Bihar who had sustained injuries in grenade explosion at Rambagh on Aug 2, Srinagar succumbed to his injuries.

Aug 4: Army claimed to have killed two militants in frontier district of Kupwara.

Aug 5: Army claimed to have foiled four infiltration bids by killing eight militants in Kupwara and Poonch districts, while a commander of Hizbul Mujahideen identified as Noor Muhammad was killed in an ongoing encounter at Marmat Doda.

Aug 6: Mehraj-u-Din Sheikh son of Habib-u-llah of Nowhatta, an employee of Srinagar Municipal Corporation was allegedly killed in police custody.Meanwhile,a civilian was killed in the cross firing between the militants and security forces in Deed Mangli area of Mahore in Reasi district. The deceased has been identified as Qasim Gujjar, son of Aliya Gujjar of Thuroo Arnas. In another incident, a trooper was killed in a gunfight with militants in Gurez.

Aug 7: Three militants were shot dead in an encounter with troops of Six Para of the Army in the forest area of Bandipora district.Meanwhile,three militants and an Army jawan was killed while another sustained injuries in an encounter close to the Line of Control (LoC) in Keran sector of Kupwara district. The deceased Jawan has been identified as Paramvir while the injured as Annamalai.Both the jawans belong to 12 Mahar unit of the Army. In another gun battle, an Army jawan was killed while fighting militants in Baktoor Forest area of Gurez in Bandipora district near the LoC. The slain jawan has been identified as P Mandal of 51 Rashtriya Rifles.

Aug 8: Three persons including two troopers of paramilitary CRPF were injured when suspected militants hurled a rifle grenade at a bunker of 144 battalion of CRPF at Habba Kadal.The injured troopers have been identified as Anup Kumar Pati and Vinesh Singh and personnel of the Fire Services Department, Fayaz Ahmad.
Aug 9: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Aug 10: Two army men including a Junior Commissioned officer and a militant were killed in an encounter at Keran, Kupwara.The deceased army men have been identified as JCO Dal Singh and Sepoy S Khatawa of 12 Bihar regiment.Meanwhile, three militants were killed in an encounter at Gajna Top at Mahore in Reasi district. The slain militants have been identified as Ahmed Din alias Khalid son of Jamal Din of Dewal Tehsil Mahore, Reasi, Bashir Ahmed alias Jaffar son of Ghulam Ahmed of Khour Tehsil Mahore, Reasi and Mohammad Rafiq son of Ghulam Hussain Gujjar of Dewal Dogga Tehsil Mahore, Reasi. In another incident, a militant was killed while trying to sneak into the Kashmir valley from across the Line of Control in Gurez sector. A CRPF trooper who was critically injured in a militant attack at Regal Chowk on Aug 1 succumbed to his injuries in SKIMS, Soura.

Aug 11: Police claimed to have killed an unidentified militant during a cordon and search operation at village Sheikh Faddarpora forest area in Rafiabad. Meanwhile, a shepherd lost his left leg in a powerful mine blast after he accidentally stepped over it while grazing his cattle at Dalhan area near Line of Control (LoC) in Poonch district. The injured shepherd has been identified as Abdul Majid son of Noor Wali resident of Dalhan.   

Aug 12: A shopkeeper was killed and nine persons were wounded when unidentified persons hurled a grenade towards the bunker of CRPF’s 179 battalion near Plaza hotel Sopore. Missing the target, the device exploded on the road killing a shopkeeper, Ghulam Muhammad Dar, of Mahrajpora Sopore and injuring nine pedestrians.
Aug 13: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Aug 14: Security forces claimed to have killed four Hizbul Mujahideen militants in an encounter at Gidam Gali area of Mahore in Reasi district. The slain militants have been identified as Tufail, Nashir, Mudassir and Abdul Rashid (Imran) all residents of Mahore.

Aug 15: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Aug 16: Police and army claimed to have killed a militant in an encounter in Aarmullah Pulwama.The slain militant has been identified as Jan Mohammad Ahangar alias Hamza son of Abdul Gani resident of Buchoo Tral. 

Aug 17: Police claimed to have killed a Hizbul-Mujahideen militant in an encounter with troops in Jammu’s Reasi district. The slain militant has been identified as Altaf alias Abu Saad.Meanwhile, unidentified gunmen shot dead a villager in Doda district. The gunmen fired upon Anayatullah at his residence at Poti in Kistigarh village, police said. He was rushed to a hospital where doctors declared him brought dead. In another incident the gunmen shot at and seriously injured the SPO Jaswant Singh in Gandhoh area.

Aug 18: Unidentified gunmen shot dead a special police officer in Marmat area of Doda district. The deceased has been identified as SPO   Muhammad Ashraf.

Aug 19: Police claimed to have killed two militants of Hizbul- Mujahideen in an encounter with troops in Jammu’s Kishtwar district.

Aug 20: Army claimed to have killed two militants in separate encounters in Kupwara.The identity of the slain militants and the outfit to which they owe allegiance is being ascertained.
Aug 21: At least 25 persons were injured in clashes during the Valley-wide protests called by Hurriyat Conference (G) against Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s statement that polls have rendered separatists irrelevant in Jammu and Kashmir. The cops fired tear smoke shells and resorted to baton charge to disperse the agitating youth.

Aug 22: Army claimed to have killed two militants at Sonapindi Gali in Kupwara district. The slain militants have been identified as Abu Tallah and Ilyas.Meanwhile, in Rajouri, a BSF trooper, Muhammad Rafiq, of 76 battalion was critically injured in a landmine blast at Keri sector. The blast occurred when he accidentally stepped on the mine while patrolling in the sector.

Aug 23: Army claimed to have foiled an infiltration bid along Line of Control (LoC) in Machil sector by killing two unidentified militants.
Aug 24: Six CRPF personnel were injured when suspected militants lobbed a hand grenade towards a CRPF camp at Newport.

Aug 25: An unidentified militant was killed in an ongoing gunfight in Reasi district.

Aug 26: Unidentified gunmen shot at an injured two persons, including an Imam of a local Masjid, near south Kashmir’s Shopian district. The gunmen resorted to indiscriminate firing near Bon Mohalla in Shopian injuring Abdul Rehman Wachkoo and an Imam of a local Masjid, Moulvi Bashir Ahmad.

Aug 27: A Lashkar-e-Toiba militant and a trooper were killed in two separate gunfights in Jammu province. The slain militant has been identified as Mohammad Yusuf alias Salim and the trooper as Sepoy Suresh Kumar. Meanwhile, at least 20 persons, including five policemen, were injured in clashes between policemen and protesters in Shopian town. Witnesses said tension gripped the town when six policemen ventured out of the police station to manage the traffic for the first time since the rape and murder of Asiya and Neelofar on May 29.

Aug 28: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.
Aug 29: Police said that unidentified gunmen fired upon the house of a cable operator in north Kashmir’s Sopore Township. The gunmen fired three rounds and threw the grenade at the residence of JK Cable Network, Sopore, Ashiq Hussain Khan, in Mohalla Khwaja area at Gilgat.

Aug 30: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.
Aug 31: Two Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel were killed when militants shot at them in the head from a very close range. The deceased CRPF Jawans have been identified as Raj Shukla and Malik Arun of 28 battalion. Meanwhile, at least 20 persons, including six security personnel were injured when militants hurled a hand grenade at security forces near crowded bus stand at Batmaloo. Meanwhile, security forces claimed to have gunned down one militant of Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) outfit in the forest area of tehsil Mahore in Reasi district. The slain militant has been identified as Ijaz Ahmed Khandey, alias Kalimullah alias Shoaib alias Abu Khasa of Kulhand (Doda).In another incident, unidentified militants shot dead a shopkeeper in a remote village of Marwah tehsil in Kishtwar district. Police said a small group of militants came at the residence of Ghulam Mohammad Malik in remote Upper Chenjar village of Kishtwar and fired at him from point blank range. The victim succumbed on the spot.





WOMAN /CHILDREN KILLED


Aug 2: A boy was killed when a device he was fiddling with, exploded in central Kashmir’s Budgam district, police said. It said Shabir Ahmad Sheikh, of Khag, was playing with a blind shell at Toosa-Maidan when it suddenly went off. Toosa Maidan is a firing range where troops conduct firing practice.
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