Editorial: 

                                                                JUNE UPRISING 
A team of diplomats told Public Commission on Human Rights (PCHR) that the spontaneous June uprising had shocked them. Even the political organizations were shocked on seeing millions of people seeking right to self determination on the streets. The uprising came at a time when things were expected to settle down. The government and think tanks / political commentators were talking about post conflict reconstruction. The state believed that militancy had been neutralized and the pro-freedom political organizations isolated. The international community had taken its hands off Kashmir believing that Kashmir was a bilateral issue.  The track two initiatives by the NGOs and INGO’s in collaboration with the states were extending programmes about peace. Some mainstream political leaders were toying with the idea of Truth and Reconciliation Commission on the pattern of post apartheid South Africa. 

The government of India after successfully dividing people on ethnic, religious and linguistic basis was confident of restoration of pre-conflict situation. But all of sudden agitation on Amaranth land transfer brought the situation back to square one.  Opinion makers started comparing the situation with Kashmir of 90s.  Arundhati Roy’s article   “Azadi” appeared in Guardian. The write up triggered inter see debate within India society about the reality of Kashmir. Different articles like; “Kashmir Hate in a Heaven”, “Let us Give away Kashmir”, “India Phantom is Paining Again”, “Think the Unthinkable” “Independence Day for Kashmir” etc also made people focus attention on Kashmir. 
However, some people held a contrary view. According to them, the voices from the streets were not acceptable.  They (protestors) were considered real enemies of India. The debate is still going on. The Indian state is confident about its military might and believes delaying the matter shall bait it out yet again.

The Indian state encouraged by massacres in Punjab and Northeastern states and also by periodical state sponsored communal riots in Gujarat and elsewhere seem confident of overcoming the unprecedented uprising in Kashmir.  Even in Northeastern states where political movements have been crushed brutally the organizations seeking rights of the people were forced to toe the official line.  Confident over its modus operandi which Indian state has gained from last sixty years while dealing with insurgencies, the June uprising will be dealt with, is the thinking of the state. The accumulating and snowballing grievances of the people need only a spark which was provided to them by the extremist Hindu fanatics including Governor Sinha who had a covert agenda. For some June uprising was not only about the land but the treatment meted out to the Kashmiris by the Indian army. 

The land issue only acted as a catalyst to people who wanted to give vent to their feelings.

 Though the saner voices in India which have been emphasizing for resolution of the Kashmir issue according to the aspirations of people for durable and sustained peace have been subdued by the reactionaries but the truth is that unless the cause and source of the conflict is not addressed there won’t be durable peace. The June uprising was bound to happen. The suppressed people would have found another excuse had the government not provided a spark in the shape of land issue. This recycling is unending and only confirms that the state of India has learnt no lessons from history. 

It has de-constructed Indian propaganda that in Kashmir it is the pan-Islamic, Jehadi elements that want to secede from the Indian state.  In the June uprising militants played no role. In fact they opted for unilateral cease-fire to allow the popular sentiment to become stronger. It was a spontaneous outburst of millions of people who in non violent and peaceful manner conducted marches from UN Military Observer Group to Eidgah seeking the right to self determination. It has given respectability, legitimacy before international community and the myth projected by Indian state has got exposed. The June uprising may have shocked Indian policy makers but they should read the writing on the wall, otherwise, the peaceful movement may not remain peaceful. If this happens, the consequences can only be imagined.  
                                                INTERNATIONAL GROUPS CONDEMN ATTACKS ON KASHMIR PRESS

In past two months in valley CRPF troopers beat up many journalists and photojournalists. Many international groups condemn the attacks on Kashmir press. On September 01, the South Asian Free Media Association (SAFMA) and South Asia Media Commission (SAMC) expressed solidarity with Kashmiri media in their difficult days. 

SAFMA President Lakshman Gunasekara, Secretary General Imtiaz Alam and SAMC Chairman N Ram and Secretary General Najam Sethi said they were worried at the reports of the media being directly targeted in an intensifying crackdown in Kashmir.“Instances like newspapers failing to print for several days because of severe restrictions on journalists’ movement, suspension of cable news channels, injuries to journalists in targeted attacks by the troops and paramilitary troopers create an environment of paralysis for the media where only disinformation and rumour can hold sway,” they said in a statement.

Resenting the assaults on the media in Kashmir, they urged authorities in Jammu and Kashmir to ensure media freedom by facilitating functioning of journalists and distribution of newspapers without any restrictions. “Any attempt to curb the media is against the ethos of democracy. The authorities should take immediate steps to ensure that people in Jammu and Kashmir are not deprived of their fundamental right to access information and freedom of expression.”

They also demanded restoration of news channels on cable networks in Kashmir. “Kashmir is being deprived of all information in the absence of local channels and so, their operations should be restored immediately.” 

The authorities should also ensure journalists safety; SAFMA and SAMC officeholders’ said. They criticized a raid by some agency on the home of Shujaat Bukhari, ‘The Hindu’ correspondent in Srinagar.

On September 6th the South Asian journalists’ forum, South Asia Media Solidarity Network (SAMSN) has expressed concern over the targeting of journalists and media organizations during the recent agitation in Jammu and Kashmir.

According to a report presented at the SAMSN meeting at Kathmandu under the umbrella of the International Federation of Journalists, there are 32 cases of journalists being attacked and injured by personnel of the Indian security agencies, since July, when large-scale protests engulfed first the Kashmir valley and then the Jammu region.

According to a statement mailed to a local daily Rising Kashmir, SAMSN also expressed concern that curfew passes issued to media personnel were disregarded by the security forces, “who often behaved as if the journalists’ identity was reason enough to assault them.”

Citing several examples, the statement reads, Police personnel on August 9 seized all copies of an Urdu-language daily, Etalaat, allegedly for carrying the report of a village being razed by a mob in the Jammu region of the state. The staff of the English-language daily, Rising Kashmir, were warned by the state authorities not to carry certain kinds of reports and the Jammu offices of another English-language daily, Greater Kashmir, were attacked by mobs. 

The statement further reads, “All newspapers and news channels in Kashmir were shut down for six days in August, because media personnel could not travel to their work-places, despite possessing curfew passes.”

SAMSN also endorsed the call issued after a conclave of Srinagar’s media community on August 9, that the authorities in Jammu and Kashmir should adopt a policy of complete transparency about recent events of violence and lawlessness targeting the media. In the statement, SAMSN called upon the authorities in Jammu and Kashmir to honour the convention that press accreditation cards will be considered good for passage through curfew-bound areas and other restricted areas.

On September 16 United Nations expressed concern over the death of a local television cameraman allegedly by the hands of troopers and beating of media men over the past few weeks. The United Nations agency tasked with promoting press freedom has condemned the death of a local television cameraman, and voiced concern for the safety of journalists in the area.


Javed Ahmed Mir, 35, was shot dead on spot while covering a demonstration near Bagh-e-Mehtab on 13 August. Director-General of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Koïchiro Matsuura said, “I trust that the authorities will do all in their power to shed light on this crime and create conditions necessary for the media to improve its functions.” 


He said: “It is essential for democracy and rule of law that journalists should be able to exercise their profession freely and contribute to inform. Stifling debate only breeds frustration and violence, which is why I urge the authorities to support journalists in Kashmir.”According to Reporters, troopers have thrashed at least 32 journalists since the start of the demonstrations a few weeks ago, and about 10 of them have been hospitalized. “We are particularly anxious to see that journalists’ freedom of movement and ability to access the locations of important news stories are not abridged in any way,” said the SAMSN meeting report.

PEACEFUL DEMOS CRUSHED, 3 KILLED SCORES WOUNDED

The CRPF and police used force to crush peaceful pro-independence demonstrations in every corner of the Valley, killed 3 persons and wounding scores others.

September 3: Women of old Baramulla town released their pent up anger on Sept 2, against the crushing curfew and atrocities by armed forces by throwing grotesque barricades on the old Baramulla Bridge into the Jhelum. The barricades—made of blocks of welded angled steel topped with one or two rows of concertina wire— had been put at the two ends of the bridge connecting old town with the district headquarters. 


 “We say freedom and they shoot,” said Muhammad Ramzan, standing on the bridge, “For the past fortnight we were like Palestinians facing siege and cruelty. Across they were aiming guns at us after having cut us off from the highway and other areas, and on this side we were like caged birds constantly threatened, beaten, and humiliated.” He said the signs of violence by the troops could be found on the bodies of scores of civilians.  Almost every civilian accused the police, CRPF, and army of committing atrocities, including violence on children, women, and handicapped people. They said the troops aimed the tear smoke shells directly at the protesters.

Aijaz Ahmad Dar lost sight in the left eye when a tear smoke shell fired by police hit him. His right eye is sparkling brown. His damaged eye is the scary colour of a crushed grape. The two eyes make a horrifying contrast. At SMHS the doctors operated on him twice. Hesitantly he says, “Doctors have told my family that I won’t see with that eye again.” 

His uncle Muhammad Ashraf Dar said they try to console Aijaz by telling him that he would regain the sight. Javed used to sell fruits on a pushcart. He had dropped out of school because of poverty. The treatment so far has cost him Rs 10, 000. He would be operated again for a fractured nasal bone. With the impact of the tear smoke shell the upper set of teeth has loosened a bit. Multiple traumas are likely to keep him out of job for a long time to come. Javed was wearing dark goggles, which doesn’t match up with his shabby attire. Anybody could have mistaken him for a street urchin who is trying to show off. Before the tragedy he had never worn goggles. 

Tear gas shells fired by the CRPF troopers and Police hit the cousins Khurshid Ahmad Malla and Tanveer Ahmad Malla of Mohalla Mir Sahib. Khurshid, a graduate student of arts, is bed ridden with a wounded thigh. His mother Raja Begum, 47, had gone to the district hospital for treatment. A tear smoke shell had hit her knee during the demonstrations on Aug 31.Tanveer Ahmad, 22, a tailor, has 14 stitches in his upper lip. “They were aiming tear gas shells directly at people. No warning shots were fired,” the Malla cousins said.

“I was the youngest among many adults who were detained in the police station,” said Aqib Majeed Halwai, 13, son of Abdul Majid Halwai of Jalal Sahib Mohalla. Aqib was arrested during a demonstration a fortnight ago, and released three days later. “When his grandfather Ghulam Rasool Halwai went to the police station to seek Arif’s release he too was arrested and released four days later,” said Aqib’s mother Afroza. She said the troopers had ransacked her house.

“On the first day they beat me up and everybody else they had arrested,” Aqib said, showing his bruised left arm. Aqib’s uncle Shabir Ahmad, with a humpback and deformed leg, was hospitalized for back injuries. He said, “I can’t even stand properly on my legs and they said I was throwing stones at police and CRPF.”  

“When the troopers came to collectively punish the entire locality for pro-freedom demonstrations, they entered their house and dragged Shabir out of the house. Several women tried to save him but they took him away, dragging him all along on this rough lane. How can they be so cruel with a handicapped man,” said Maimoona, a neighbour, who said she sustained knee injuries when a trooper hit her with a bamboo stick. Her ankle was wrapped in crepe bandage.  

Bilquees, 32, was attending to her brother Muhammad Rafiq Malla, a fruit vendor, in her home. Malla too has been hit by a tear smoke shell. Due to the injuries he has developed fever and looks quite weak. Bilquees said while his older brother is lying in bed at home, her younger brother Zahoor is living under constant fear of being arrested and beaten by an army officer “Captain Gaurav Sharma” of 46 Rashtriya Rifles battalion.  

     “Before the fresh agitation Sharma called Zahoor to the camp and beat him up ruthlessly,” Bilquees said, adding, “three days back the CRPF and police entered our homes and beat up several women, but we chased them away and pelted stones at them.” Sometimes he says he is a Muslim, but we don’t know what his real name is.

       The residents said the captain always carries with him a camera. “He would sling a gun from the shoulders of children and then shoot their pictures. We don’t know the reason why he does this,” said Fatima of Jalal Sahib. Shahzada of Mir Mohalla said, “They smashed glass panes of our windows and the shards fell over my pregnant sister Mehbooba sitting beneath the window. While leaving they struck a blow on her belly.” 

 
Noora, 90, said, “They are real terrorists. One of them pointed a gun at me.” Her daughter in law Amina said, “My son (named Javed Ahmad) was caught on the road and his hands were burnt.” The women of the area said the troopers come into their houses in the absence of men.

WOMEN BEATEN, KIDS THRASHED, YOUTH PARADED NAKED; SHO REFUSES TO FILE FIR AGAINST CRPF

September 4: The CRPF troopers beat up and wounded several women and more than 12 teenagers in Wangud area of Qazigund, Kulgam, during the strict curfew last week after the villagers refused to sing “Jai Mata Di (Long live Mata (Indian goddess)” “Vanday Mataram (I bow before thee o motherland),” and the Indian national anthem. 

 
The villagers said they are “being terrorized” for participating in pro-independence marches. ”On August 26 the troopers of 154 Bn CRPF caught hold of a group of youth outside a Madrassa and asked them to sing Indian national anthem”, said a villager. 


 “One of the youth, Muhammad Ishaq Wani, refused to sing it saying he didn’t know anything about it and even if the Indian prime minister forced him to sing it he would not. This was not liked by the troopers and they tore off his clothes, leaving him naked,” the villagers said. Ishaq is a 12th pass student and working as a salesman.

 
After parading Ishaq naked, the troopers barged into dozens of houses and beat up the inmates to pulp, the villagers said. “They threw stones on window panes of the houses and damaged several vehicles,” the villagers said. The troopers had brought stones in a gunnysack, the villagers said.

 
Women who tried to intervene were also beaten severely. According to villagers, 40-year-old Hafeeza wife of Abdul Majeed Wani was brutally beaten by the troopers with bamboo sticks and gun buts inside a cowshed where she bled for nearly half an hour before her neighbours took her to hospital. She has six stitches in her head, and the bandage was blood stained. Hafeeza’s daughter Mehbooba too was not spared when she attempted to rescue her mother. 


“The troopers threatened Hafeeza of dire consequences if she told the villagers or the media how she was injured,” the villagers said.

 
Mahtaba Bano, 70, wife of Abdul Majeed Wani has multiple bruises and haematoma. “She was asking them to stop atrocities, but she was thrashed severely,” the villagers added. 

 
A pregnant woman Nayeema Akhtar wife of Fayaz Ahmad Wani was hit with bamboo sticks on her back. The residents said a woman named Chashmeeda was walking on the road carrying her three-month-old baby when the troopers snatched the baby from her and beat her up severely. Chashmeeda has multiple injuries on arm.  “The troopers entered the house of a mentally challenged person and beat up his son Zakir Hussain Kuttay so savagely that he has 14 stitches in his head and arm,” the villagers said 


 “More than 200 glass panes were smashed with stones,” the villagers said. They said the troopers tried to set ablaze the house of a villager Mushtaq Ahmad Sheikh by spraying it with kerosene but his neighbor Muhammad Yousuf Rather snatched the kerosene can from the troopers. “Following this, the troopers broke Rather’s legs by ruthlessly beating him with gun butts,” the villagers said. Rather has fracture in his right leg.

 
A 10-year-old boy, Abrar Ahmad, was severely beaten. “The troopers asked him about his favourite cricket player. He named Shoaib Akhtar. Hearing this, the troopers started beating him,” the villagers said. They said Ahmad was rescued by his father who told the troopers that Abarar’s favourite player was Sachin Tendulkar and not Shoaib Akhtar.

 
The villagers said after the “collective punishment” the troopers left the area at 4 pm, but returned again to sing “Jana Gana Mana” and “Vanday Mataram” in the village. “More than 200 troopers in a frenzy celebrated in the village Allah know what. They raised anti-Islam and anti-Azadi slogans,” the villagers said. They said the Station House Officer of Dooru Police Station refused to file an FIR against the troopers.


 “Please don’t name any of the victims in your story. The CRPF troopers will simply kill us. There is nobody here to listen to us, not even the police and district administration,” the villagers said. 

 
The CRPF officials, however, deny having any information about the incident. “I don’t know anything about it. But I will certainly talk to the concerned commandant and ask him to inquire the matter,” said the CRPF’s Srinagar-based spokesman, Prabhakar Tripathi. “If the allegations are proved right, we will be taking action against the erring troopers. We won’t tolerate indiscipline at any cost.”

Pulwama

 
Residents of Litter Pulwama alleged that the CRPF and troops posted in the area are not allowing them to open their shops. A caller from Litter Pulwama told,” Since the land transfer agitation, the troopers are continuously harassing us and are not allowing us to open our shops.” The villagers said the troopers are beating the people who participated in peaceful pro-freedom marches.

September 6: A youth was killed and several others injured when police opened fire to quell a pro-freedom demonstration in the city’s Nowhatta area. The incident triggered violent clashes across the city as protesters fought pitched battles with police and paramilitary troopers and also attacked Nowhatta police station with stones. 


The trouble started when a group of youth, shouting pro-freedom slogans, staged demonstrations at Nowhatta Chowk. A large contingent of police reached the spot and fired dozens of tear smoke shells to disperse them.   

 
Eyewitnesses told that a police official fired upon Javaid Ahmad Bhat, 23, son of Abdul Majid Bhat from point blank range outside his house. “Javaid was coming out of his house when the official directly fired upon him. He received a bullet on his chest, which left him injured severely,” they said.


 Hoping against hope that Javaid might survive, some youth rushed him to SMHS hospital where doctors declared him dead on arrival. When the news of the killing spread in the area, hundreds of angry youth assembled at Nowhatta and fought pitched battles with cops and troopers of paramilitary CRPF. A pall of gloom descended upon the area when Javaid’s body was bought from the hospital. People in large numbers swarmed his residence at Nowhatta Chowk and tried to console his family. Wailing and beating their chest, women showered flower petals and candies on Javaid’s body while it was being taken for funeral prayers. 

 
Shouting pro-freedom and anti-India slogans, thousands of people carried Javaid’s body in a procession to the Martyr’s Graveyard at Eidgah. “Asalam Ae Shaheed Asalam (praise on you Oh! Martyr). “Javaid’s killing is a cold blooded murder. He was innocent and never took part in protests,” the protesters said. “We will continue to protest till action against the accused official is taken,” they said as Javaid’s body was being buried. After the burial, the procession marched towards Nowhatta.

 
However, the senior superintendent of police, Syed Ahfadul Mujtaba, said police was compelled by the protesters to fire. “The protesters fired petrol bombs on the cops forcing them to fire rubber pellets which unfortunately hit vital organ of a youth and caused his death,” he said. However protesters contradicted the SSP’s statement and eyewitnesses who said youth were protesting peacefully and it was the police who provoked them by using force. They denied throwing of petrol bombs.


 “Petrol bombs are used in Jammu, not here. But the partisan cops won’t admit that,” said a youth. “Cops fire teargas shells on peaceful protesters and provoke them to stone-pelting. Then the police have only one answer- bullet. This is the limit of oppression and the partisan officers are always ready to defend their trigger-happy cops,” the youth said.

September 12:  The most violent use of force by the CRPF and police was witnessed in south Kashmir's Shopian Township on September 12. Several thousand people came out of different mosques after Friday prayers in Shopian and assembled outside the Jamia Masjid, shouting pro-freedom and anti-India slogans. The protesters were asking India to quit Kashmir. 


 “We were marching peacefully and nobody was shouting any provocative slogans or pelting stones. But the troopers started beating us with long bamboo batons. They fired a number of tear smoke shells also. And then some of the protesters pelted stones at them because they don’t allow even peaceful demonstrations,” said Javed Ahmad, a protester. Several protesters were wounded in the CRPF and police action. But when the protesters continued to shout slogans and refused to disperse. The police then fired at the unarmed, peaceful protesters killing Sajjad Ahmad and wounding more than 15 persons, many of them critically including Muhammad Salim Wani of Aliyal Pora and Abdul Ahad Sheikh of Wokay, Kulgam.  The police and CRPF troopers smashed the side windows of the car in which 74-year old Abdul Ahad Sheikh was being ferried to Srinagar. 


On the same day in north Kashmir's Baramulla district Manzoor Ahmad Sheikh son of Muhammad Afzal Sheikh of Kupwara, presently residing at Mohalla Syed Karim Baramulla, was killed when police and CRPF fired at a massive demonstration at Cement Bridge Baramulla. At least 15 other protesters were wounded. 


 “They fired without any provocation. No one was even pelting stones till they killed Manzoor,” said Muhammad Ashraf. Manzoor’s killing swelled the number of protesters who shouted pro-independence slogans. After Friday prayers hundreds of people assembled in Baramulla Chowk and shouted pro-freedom and anti-India slogans. Police didn’t allow the peaceful march, triggering off clashes. Police fired tear gas shells and fired in air to disperse the protesters who didn’t relent. Police and CRPF then fired at the crowd killing Manzoor Ahmad. 


 The authorities of Baramulla District Hospital in north Kashmir on September 13 said the doctors didn’t conduct autopsy of Manzoor Ahmad Sheikh. The Senior Superintendent of Police, Baramulla, told media that doctors had conducted post-mortem of the deceased on September 12.He had told media that “suspected militants fired pistol shots from the crowd.”


The SSP Anand Jain’s version reported by the media goes thus: “A mob of 60 to 70 people indulged in stone pelting and Police/CRPF retaliated with baton charge and tear smoke in a “minor clash” at Cement Bridge at 1815 hours in evening. He said that suspected militants fired pistol shots from the crowd. Thereafter, one person, Manzoor Ahmed Sheikh of Kupwara was carried to hospital on a motorcycle by two youth. He said that doctors conducted Sheikh’s post mortem after he succumbed to injuries and observed that he had been fired upon in point blank range. We are sure that he has died of pistol shots but it is a mysterious death and we have launched an investigation. We are awaiting detailed post mortem report from the doctors.” The SSP had added “There was just a remote possibility of the civilian having died of a tear smoke shell injury.” The hospital authorities on Sept 13, however, denied that doctors conducted an autopsy of the deceased man. 


But the Superintendent of District Hospital Baramulla told media,” We didn’t conduct post-mortem and he was brought dead to the hospital, and then taken away by the people.” A doctor wishing anonymity said, “We just saw the wound and found he was dead. He had a big entry wound near his heart, but there was no exit wound. It seems he had been hit by a rubber bullet.” 

12-YEAR-OLD THRASHED WHILE SHIELDING HIS MOTHER

September 13: To prevent his mother from lathis of the paramilitary CRPF troopers who were thrashing her at the Amira Kadal Bridge on Sept 13, 12-year-old Biscoe Boy, Pirzada Inayat braved to act a shield on her while the troopers kept flexing their muscles. But as the little boy in shorts tried to resist, he got injured more.


“I kept shouting for help towards the JKP cops standing nearby but no one came to our rescue,” says wounded Fahmeeda as Inayat having apparent injuries on his ribs was rushed to hospital. The mother had just picked his only son from nearby Biscoe School when the troopers on the deserted bridge trapped them soon after teargas shelling in the area.


 “We kept walking with confidence and believed that the troopers wouldn’t attack us but our calculation went wrong.” Fahmeeda says a group of dozen odd men in uniform cornered her and started thrashing her with lathis and she fell on the ground. The 6th standard student jumped on his mother to shield her.  “But they (CRPF personnel) didn’t stop and started beating him the same way. I cried for help and tried to save my son,” she added.


 Finally the mother-son duo managed to get out of the clutches of the troopers when some civilians approached for rescue.  The boy was immediately rushed to hospital while wounded Fahmeeda denied going for her own treatment. Crying, she sat on the Hari Singh High Street square. People tried to console her as she shouted towards nearby paramilitary CRPF bunker saying “I am not afraid of death, I will burn you all if anything happens to son.”


 “What had my innocent child done to you?” she shouted as some armed troopers kept watching her from the bunker and Inayat was being treated at the Bone & Joint Hospital, Barzulla.

September 13: A pall of gloom descended over Gundisana Hayhama village in this frontier district when the body of the youth killed in CRPF firing on protestors in Varmul reached his ancestral village on Sept 13.


 Hundreds of villagers came out raising pro-freedom and anti-India slogans and marched towards Gundisana village, some 5 kilometers from main town. All shops and business establishments remained closed and traffic was off the roads in the entire district. Women were wailing and villagers were shell-shocked. 


Manzoor Ahmad Khan was the only bread earner of the family. “What was his sin? He was not a militant,” cried the wailing women. According to locals, Liyakat Ali Khan, elder brothers of Manzoor was a militant and got killed in an encounter with troops in 1995. In 1998, his another brother, Muhammad Ashraf Khan, was caught in an encounter and injured. Later his right arm was amputated. Manzoor’s father too died in 2005 due to a heart stroke. 


Manzoor left his studies and started to work as a bus conductor. Due to his hard work he became a mechanic and married off her three elder sisters, though her other three sisters are still unmarried. Manzoor's frail mother said, “My son is a Shaheed (martyr) who was innocent and unarmed. He was protesting against the economic blockade and atrocities on Kashmiris. The blood of my son will not go waste.”
CRPF DESECRATES DASTAGEER SAHIB SHRINE

SPONTANEOUS STRIKE, PROTESTS IN VALLEY; 7 WOUNDED IN CLASHES, 8 ARRESTED IN VERINAG, 2 IN RAJOURI

September 13: The Central Reserve Police Force troopers on Sept 13 desecrated and damaged the Dastageer Sahib Shrine at Saraibala, triggering demonstrations and clashes in which four protesters were wounded. Eyewitnesses said that after midday prayers a few hundred protesters marched towards Amira Kadal shouting pro-freedom slogans. But scores of CRPF troopers and police chased them away into the lanes of Sarai Bala. 


 “Seeing the protesters running away, some people who were coming out of the shrine after offering prayers went back into it. Some six to seven CRPF men entered the shrine and smashed the window at the entrance. We tried to stop them, but they were unruly and scuffled with us. Then they entered the Hammam of the shrine and beat up the civilians and two Hammamis (the caretakers of mosque),” said Ghulam Rasool and Tariq Ahmad, the police constables guarding the shrine. 


 Constable Zahid, who was hit with a bamboo stick by the troopers, said, “They shoved me and barged into the shrine. We tried to stop them but they wouldn’t listen to us.” 


 “The troopers also damaged a window on the right side of the mosque,” Muhammad Altaf, one of the Hamamis said. “They scuffled with police on the Hammam (the granite paved entrance of the mosque) and tried to enter the main hall of the shrine,” said Ghulam Ahmad Sofi, the second Hammami. 


 Earlier, four persons were wounded in the clashes with CRPF and police who didn’t allow peaceful demonstration in the area. The chairman of the shrine’s management committee, Chaudhary Me’raj-ud-din Buja, said the CRPF troopers beat-up many women who were offering prayers on the second storey of the shrine.  “They desecrated copies of Qur’an and other wall hangings having Qur’anic verses written over them,” he said.


 Chaudhary Me’raj-ud-din said, “Their officers came and we conveyed our strong protest to them. We told them we won’t allow desecration of our holy places and we would rather sacrifice our lives than allow your troopers to desecrate them. They are lying that a stone was thrown from the shrine. Is it possible that any believer would throw stone from this holy Ziyarat.”  As the CRPF and police officers were talking with the local people to cool down the tempers, scores of women shouted pro-independence slogans and asked “the officers to stop state terrorism.” 


 “Your Hanuman Mandir is a stone’s throw away from here. Have we ever touched it? Don’t you pray there? How would you feel if we cause any harm to it?” a woman asked the CRPF officer. 


 As a mark of protest against the desecration, the people offered Asr prayers on Hari Singh High Street roadside. They said they wouldn’t go into the shrine till police and CRPF apologize publicly for the act. The locals also demanded a high level probe into the incident.  

September 14: Protest demonstrations against the desecration of Dastgeer Sahib Shrine by CRPF at Saraibala and excesses by the security forces continued for the second consecutive day in Srinagar. 

September 15: Government orders probe into the desecration of Peer Dastageer Sahib (RA) shrine and registered FIR against CRPF, the shrine was cleansed and devotees offered prayers.


However, the Intizamiya Committee, Auqaf Gousia have threatened that in case no action was taken against the accused CRPF personnel within 15 days, massive protest demonstrations would be held and Kashmir bandh observed. There was a public outcry after the desecration of the shrine as no prayers were offered there during past three days.


Deputy Commissioner Srinagar Mehraj Ahmad Kakroo told media that additional district development commissioner; Srinagar Muhammad Nabob Zargar will probe the incident. 


“We have asked Zargar to complete the investigations within 15 days. He will be assisted by Tehsildar Srinagar so that investigation is completed on time”. Kakroo said that if CRPF personnel were found guilty of desecration during the investigations, they will be brought to book and action taken against them.


An FIR bearing No 114/08 FIR under sections 295 and 427 (desecration and damage of shrine) was registered in Police Station Shergadi.After the probe order and registering of FIR against CRPF, the Intizamiya Committee, Auqaf Gousia cleansed the shrine and later devotees offered prayers. For three days no prayers were offered in the shrine to protest the desecration.


President Auqaf Gousia, Mehrajudin Chowdhary told media, “We cleansed the shrine after receiving the copy of FIR and the probe order copy from the authorities. We offered Assar prayers in the shrine”.


CRPF spokesman Prabhakar Tripathi said they have taken a serious note of the reports appearing in the media. “We have taken cognizance of the incident,” he added. The desecration of the shrine by the CRPF personnel had triggered widespread condemnation from all quarters including mainstream parties.

POLICE FIRES AT PROTESTERS, SCHOOL GIRL WOUNDED

PEOPLE CATCH 6 IKHWANIS BEATING PEOPLE DURING NIGHT, HAND THEM OVER TO POLICE, WHICH RELEASES THEM SWIFTLY

September 14: A 14-year-old girl sustained critical bullet injuries when police opened fire to disperse the protesters in Shergund, Utersoo Islamabad. The victim was returning home from school. The protesters were demanding action against six government gunmen (Ikhwanis) who had entered several houses during Sehri (the pre-dawn period during which people eat food during the fasting month of Ramazan) hours and thrashed the inmates. 


 According to the locals, “Six gunmen in civvies working for the Army’s 7 Rashtriya Rifles battalion entered our homes during Sehri They ransacked household goods; beat us up, our women and children without any reason,” said Abdul Gani Malik who suffered an eye injury. 


 Malik raised an alarm and hundreds of villagers came out of their houses and caught all the gunmen and handed them over to the police at Police Division, Utersoo. But after learning that the police immediately released all of them, the villagers demonstrated in front of the police station and demanded punishment to the accused government gunmen.


 The villagers alleged that Station House Officer of Achabal police station along with a team of policemen, arrived on the spot and without any provocation resorted to baton charge and then fired several rounds, first in the air and then at the protesters, injuring a 14 year old girl, Masarat Akhtar daughter of Ghulam Rasool Sheikh. Masarat was returning home from school. She received a bullet in her abdomen and is battling for life in SMHS, hospital, Srinagar. Several other villagers were injured today when police resorted to baton charge. “We asked the SHO why the gunmen who unnecessarily harassed us were released, but he told us ‘he would teach us a lesson’ and kill all of us,” said an eyewitness, pleading anonymity.


 As soon as the news spread the area hundreds of people from Shangus, Utersoo and adjoining areas came out of their houses and shouted slogans against police and Army. The protesters also pelted stones on Police Division, Utersoo damaging its windowpanes. 


 “The Commanding Officer of the 7 RR told me that four soldiers wearing pherans had raided a house after receiving information that a militant was hiding in the house. But they didn’t find any militant there, and beat up the house owner who raised alarm in response to which villagers came out and caught the soldiers. The people handed over the soldiers to police division. But today they tried to set ablaze the police station. A constable opened fire, which rebounded from some structure and hit the schoolgirl indirectly. Still we will hold a proper inquiry,” Me’raj-ud-din Shah, the deputy superintendent of police headquarters told media.

SHOPIAN RESIDENTS REJECT POLICE CLAIM ABOUT SAJAD’S KILLING

Sep 16: The Deputy Commissioner, Shopian ordered inquiry into the circumstances leading to death of Sajjad Ahmad Ganai on September 12. The enquiry will be conducted by Additional Deputy Commissioner Shopian, M.Y. Zargar within 15 days, officials said.


Even as the government has ordered an administrative inquiry into the killing, people of this south Kashmir township have refuted the claim of police that Sajjad Ahmad was killed in retaliatory fire when he allegedly snatched the weapon of a policeman and that the CRPF firing was in self defence. 


Sajad Ahmad, 20, was the only surviving child of his parents. One of his brothers, Hilal Ahmad, had died of cardiac arrest, and the other named Gasha disappeared in the custody of army in 2003. His father, Nazeer Ahmad Ganai, is a retired employee in the Jammu and Kashmir Fire Services.

'FAKE ENCOUNTER' AT GANDOH
FIR REGISTERED AGAINST MAJOR, JAWANS FOR KILLING TRADER

Sep 17: Police have booked an army Major and some jawans of 26 Rashtriya Rifles for allegedly killing a trader in a fake encounter at Malikpura in Chilli area of Gandoh tehsil in district Doda. FIR was registered against the army following a massive protest by the villagers on Sept 16. The deceased trader, who had surrendered before police on August 4, was allegedly picked up by the troops of 26 RR and killed in a fake encounter at Malikpura in Gandoh tehsil of Doda district on September 15 night.


The army claims to have killed a surrendered militant in an encounter on Sept 16 but its claim was rebuffed by the locals saying that the deceased was a local trader Mohammad Aslam Malik son of a retired police officer Mohammad Iqbal Malik, who had gone to collect money from the shopkeepers and did not return.


As reported the villagers assembled at Malikpura on Sept 16 and staged protest against the troops of 26 RR whom they accused of killing the trader in a fake encounter. Father of the deceased claimed that the militants kidnapped his son Aslam in the month of June and after one and a half month he escaped from their hideout and surrendered before the former SSP in Doda.


The pressure generated by the locals, however, forced the police to register a case against the army personnel. A senior police officer confirmed that a case has been registered against a company commander (Major) and his other associates of 26 RR, allegedly responsible for the killing.


 "We have booked the army major and his other associates under section 364 and 302 RPC," he said adding, the investigation team led by Inspector Tilak Raj has been deputed to the site of encounter and after verifying the truth action will be taken against those found guilty.


He said that the deceased had surrendered before police on August 4, 2008 and no recovery was made from him at that time. The officer said police was not part of this encounter as claimed by the army. However after receipt of information about the killing of militant police party visited the area. Army on the other hand denied the allegations of fake encounter and claimed that the deceased was a militant killed in an encounter with the troopers.


Giving details, army spokesman said that on specific information about presence of 2-3 militants in the area, a column of 26 RR and police launched a joint search operation.



 "As the troops zeroed in the hideout the militants fired on troops and in retaliation one militant was killed."

He identified slain militant as Mohammad Aslam Malik son Iqbal Malik of Gandoh and said that the same militant had surrendered before police and troops of 26 RR. "Aslam was hobnobbing with the militants and was killed in joint operation with the police and Army", he said adding 30 rounds, 2 grenades, 3 mobile SIM cards, intoxicant drugs with syringes and other incriminatory documents were recovered from the possession of the slain militant.

Sep 17: Police admitted that Sajad Ahmad Ganie of Jamia Mohalla Shopian who was killed on Sept 12 in police firing was not part of the protest rally.  Deputy Inspector General of police (DIG) South Kashmir Niaz Mehmood termed the incident as unfortunate and said, "Sajad was killed from a long range. The bullet had crossed two trees and later pierced into his abdomen." The place where Sajad was killed is a little away from protest site, the police officer said. He said that a meeting between the locals and police was held.


 "We reached a consensus and I am hopeful that normalcy will return in Shopian ," Mehmood said adding that he was himself in town for the whole day and held the meetings with people. Not only the family, but the people also allege that Sajad, SOG targeted an orchard produce dealer, and he was not rushed to hospital on time, otherwise he may not have died. 


 The family said that, on the day of his killing, Sajad had come back home from work. He had a bath and came out to offer Friday prayers (Sept 12). As soon as the prayers ended, peaceful protests started near Jamia Masjid. Sajjad came out of the Masjid and following the usual tradition, went to the nearby graveyard to offer "Fateh" at his eldest brother's grave. While he was offering prayers at his brother's grave, police started firing indiscriminately on protesters. He had just come out of the graveyard when a bullet pierced through his abdomen and left him in a pool of blood. 


 On the day of the incident, press note released by the media cell of police in Srinagar stated, "One person was killed in a firing incident in Shopian when after the prayers huge mob pelted stones and tried to overpower one of the police constables. He was not only beaten by the mob but his weapon was also snatched by one of the miscreants who after snatching the weapon fired upon the constable injuring him on his shoulder. It was at this stage that the deployment resorted to firing in self defence in which one person was killed and another one was injured."

KHUNMOH: CITY’S INDUSTRIAL OUTSKIRT CAUGHT UP IN FEAR

100 VILLAGERS BEATEN, FIRS REGISTERED AGAINST 10

Sep 17: Residents of Khunmoh alleged Army of letting loose a reign of terror in their area after unarmed protestors torched their vehicle on August 22. More than 100 people including women and children were beaten to pulp since then while 10 FIRs have been lodged against unarmed protestors.


Villagers claim that the army vehicle was torched by angry mob of peaceful protestors after army personnel of the local army camp entered into Jamia Masjid premises and beat several Nimazis to pulp and desecrated the Masjid.

“An army vehicle was torched in a spontaneous reaction when army men roughed up people who were in Jamia Masjid offering afternoon prayers. They (army personnel) even desecrated the Masjid. After this people raged in anger and staged massive protests. Army fired in air to disperse the mob but people went crazy and torched the vehicle,” said Abdul Samad, an elderly person of this village.


“Since then we are persistently living under army’s threat. They picked more than 15 youth. Most of them are students and released them after torturing them in the camp. More than 100 people have been beaten since then. Even FIR have been registered against 10 unarmed youth,” he added.


Showing his bruised leg and arm, a village elderly Abdul Ahad Taki said: “I was injured when army men entered my house on August 23. My wife too was injured. She received 20 stitches on her head. The army men beat her with gun. They also beat our children,” he said.


Khunmoh, 16 km from Srinagar city is an industrial area. People of the area who remain busy in trade and services have to pass through the army camp on the village’s periphery. Now, people cannot move around late in the evenings or during the night. “We do not dare to come out of our homes after in the evening as army men are on the prowl. They beat everyone who comes in their way. Four days back, 10 truck drivers and more than 30 labourers were beaten to pulp by army when they were coming to the village after returning from Srinagar at around 10 pm,” said Innayat Ahmed. “We fear to go offer morning and evening prayers in the Masjid as army men are on a beating spree,” Ahmed added.


Abdul Khaliq, who is in his late 60s, complains: “We are harassed everyday and nobody cares. No official from civil or police administration has come to our village to see what army is doing to us,” he said.


Imtiyaz Dar (name changed) who figures in the list of 10 youth against who FIR has been lodged rues over the government’s “repressive policy”. “They are harassing those who participated in peaceful protests. The army vehicle was torched by a mob of around 10,000 people. Why police filed FIR against only 10 people?” he said.

BANIHAL, MAHORE YOUTH ALLEGE HARASSMENT

CASES FILED AGAINST 5 IN BANIHAL FOR HOLDING PROTESTS

Sep 18: Police in Banihal have registered case against five persons for “supporting and instigating” the people to take part in protest rallies.  A copy of FIR (No 168/08) dated August 26, registered in the Banihal police station against six persons mentions that the accused organized a meeting and planned the anti-India protests in the area.


“The meeting was attended by many locals and some anti-social elements. The accused instigated the people to hold anti-India demonstrations and sought cooperation with the separatists in the Valley,” reads a copy of the FIR lying with media.  The police has registered the cases against the accused under the sections of RPC—149, 148, 147, 188, 190, 152 (A), 124 (A), and 120. 


 Quoting “sources” the FIR copy mentions that the accused after discussing the situation in the Valley “decided at a meeting to hold pro-freedom rallies in the area in support of the Kashmiri people. The meeting also decided to support the extremists groups in the Valley.” 


 It reads later the accused while leading a protest and carrying sticks and flags in their hands went into the Banihal Bazaar and staged anti-India demonstration. “It was in brazen violation of orders issued by the district magistrate, which prohibit the assembly of the people in the Bazaar,” the FIR says.


 The processionists, the copy mentions, shouted pro-Pakistan and pro-freedom slogans. “They accused people of minority community of damaging the mosque in the Kathua area of Jammu region. The protesters also vowed to continue demonstrations till Kashmir gets Azadi,” the copy reads.


 The other charge in the copy: “The accused and their supporters also warned people of dire consequences if they informed the authorities about the rally and meeting.”  Local residents said several protesters have been beaten in the police stations where they are being regularly summoned. The duty official of Banihal police station, Abdul Majeed, told media on Sept 15 “police has registered case against five persons and is carrying out investigations.”

MAHORE 

 This area hardly makes news, except for rare encounters between militants and troops in the past. For past some weeks; however, police is harassing youths, some of them associated with PDP, after the killing of a Special Police Officer (SPO), residents of the area said. “Recently an SPO went missing after he had gone to the nearby forests in Adbaiz. A house of militant falls in the same area and it may be the reason police was harassing the locals,” sources said.  They said on September 12 police called four youth, Bashir Ahmad, Sajad Ahmad, Shabir Ahmad, and Muhammad Amin—all residents of Adbaiz—to the police station. 


“They were again summoned to the police station allegedly in connection with the missing SPO and threatened of dire consequence if they didn’t cooperate,” sources said. They said police was also allegedly harassing the youth in different villages of the Mahore, a Muslim majority area, for their support to the pro-independence rallies. They said one Mohi-ud-Din of Adbaiz has developed gangrenous wounds after alleged torture by the local police.  “He was then threatened with dire consequences if he went out of the village for treatment, or told anybody about the torture,” said a local elder on condition of anonymity.


 However Deputy Superintendent of Police, Mahore, Adil Hameed termed the reports as “baseless.”

POLICE SEEKS BONDS FROM ISLAMABAD YOUTH

Sep 18: People of south Kashmir’s Islamabad district alleged that policemen were asking the youth to present themselves in different police stations, and give it in writing that won’t participate in pro-freedom protests anymore, a charge denied by the police. The residents of various areas of Islamabad, Kokernag, Dooru, Bijbhera and other adjoining areas told media,” We were called by Station House Officers and asked to give in writing that we won’t participate in pro-freedom protests any more,” 


 They alleged that police officials told them if they don’t give it in writing, Army would arrest them. However, Deputy Inspector General of Police (DIG), south Kashmir, Niyaz Mehmood termed the allegations as baseless. “We’ve are not calling any youth to police stations nor are we asking anyone to give it in writing,” Mehmood said, adding, 


 “We are holding Iftaar parties these days and are trying to build a strong police-public relationship. We are even discussing Hurriyat’s program in these parties. We are telling people not to become violent.”

SURVEYS CONDUCTED

AFTER BANDIPORA SIM CARDS BEING REGISTERED IN ISLAMABAD

September 19: Residents of south Kashmir’s Islamabad town on Sept 19 accused police of registering mobile numbers of them and their relatives who took part in peaceful pro freedom protests.  Locals alleged that youth of the town are summoned to police stations and then are harassed for taking part in the pro-freedom protests.


 “Two days ago police called me to the police station. I was mentally tortured and also harassed for taking part in the anti-India protests” said a youth Ahmad of Reshi Bazar Islamabad adding, “Police official also enquired about my friends and relatives and collected their phone numbers also”.


Another youth pleading anonymity fearing reprisal said, “The police officer who subjected me to severe questioning also threatened me of dire consequences if reports of my presence in the pro-freedom rallies didn’t stop.”


 “Police also enquired about my relatives friends and even collected their numbers. If I am involved in the crime of demanding freedom what is the sin of my relatives,” questioned a local who refused to name himself fearing the wrath of the police.


When contacted SSP south Nitish Kumar said it is part of investigation. “We are calling only those persons who were responsible for stone pelting,” said Kumar. 


On being asked around thousands took part in peaceful pro freedom march and how police was able to identify only few, Kumar said, “We are identifying them on the basis of visuals which we have got. The investigation is still going on.”      

IN HABBA KADAL STF ROUNDS UP 15-YR-OLD

LOCAL SHO SAYS NO CASE AGAINST HIM

Sep 20: Ishfaq Amin Bhat, 15, an orphan and a lone bread winner of his family was arrested on Sept 19 from his residence by police and Special Task Force (STF) although he does not have any police record.


A pall of gloom descended on Ishfaq’s family when a joint party of police and STF knocked at the door of his house at 10:45 pm Friday (Sept 19), paraded all family members and bundled Ishfaq into a police vehicle. Station House Officer (SHO) Shaheed Gunj, Aijaz Ahmad said there is no record against Ishfaq in the police station.“He has been picked up by the Air Cargo people. We have nothing to do with his arrest. His record is clear,” said Aijaz.


Living in a three-room house at Reshi Mohalla, Habba Kadal in old city Srinagar Ishfaq’s ailing mother and two elder sisters are puzzled. They are questioning everybody why Ishfaq was picked up. Ishfaq had left his studies midway to feed his family after his father’s death in 2004.He had chosen the job of decorating the houses on the occasion of marriages and was her widow mother’s only ray of hope. Luckily, his elder sister had got married when his father was alive.


 “We had just taken tea and were going to bed at 10:45 pm when someone knocked our door. As I opened it, I saw men in police uniform carrying guns. They asked all of us to come out. We were lined up and then they picked Ishfaq in a police gypsy,” said Afreen, Ishfaq’s elder sister. She said her mother and she tried to follow the gypsy but the vehicle vanished in no time.


“Minutes after dusk, we went to the Police station Shaheedgunj where a police officer admitted Ishfaq’s arrest. We asked him reason of his arrest. He kept mum for sometime and said Ishfaq had been shifted to Air Cargo, Haftchinar,” said Ishfaq’s mother, Gulshan amid tears and sobs.


She said she never allowed Ishfaq to participate in protests. “I did not even allow him to watch the protest from the window. On this fateful day (Friday), he was watching television throughout the day. He just went out to offer Friday prayers. After that he stayed home. I don’t know why he has been arrested,” said Gulshan. 


“He was the only bread winner of our family. He had to leave his studies after his father’s death. Since then, it was he who has been feeding us.”After making several rounds of Cargo and police station, Shaheed Gunj police station, Gulshan said: “I was not allowed to go inside the Air Cargo but a senior official told me that Ishfaq won’t be released for some days. I begged before him but to no avail. I had to return dejected. ”Ghulam Ahmad, 60, next-door neighbor of Ishfaq said he has never seen Ishfaq taking part in any protests.“He had taken the responsibility of his family on his young shoulders. He had no time to protest or pelt stones,” said Ahmad.

TRAGIC FAMILIES
THE FATHER WHO SHOULDERED COFFINS OF THREE SONS

Few years ago, Ganai had shouldered the coffins of his two elder sons. And, with the death of his youngest son, Sajad Ahmad, on Sept 12, he shouldered yet another. The special operations group of the state police near Jamia Masjid killed Sajjad Ahmad Ganai, 20, allegedly, when massive protests against police and CRPF excesses had rocked the area. After the death of his two elder brothers, Sajjad was the only son and support of his parents in their old age. He used to sell the product of his orchard in a nearby fruit market.

On the fateful day, Sajjad came back home from work; had a bath and came out to offer Friday prayers. As soon as the prayers ended, peaceful protests started near Jamia Masjid. Sajjad came out of the Masjid and, following the usual tradition, went to the nearby graveyard to offer “Fateh” at his eldest brother’s grave. While he was offering prayers at his brother’s grave, police started firing indiscriminately on protesters. He had just come out of the graveyard when a bullet pierced through his abdomen and left him in a pool of blood, told his family members. 

According to eyewitnesses, many people vainly pleaded with a police officer present on the spot to provide them vehicle so that they could shift Sajjad to the hospital. “While the police denied the humanitarian assistance, Sajjad lost blood profusely and succumbed there,” eyewitness said. “Sajjad didn’t take part in the protests but the police personnel target fired on him. He was killed in a cold blood,” they alleged.

Sajad was the lone bread earner of his family. His father had retired from government service two years ago. In March 2003, the SOG arrested Sajjad’s elder brother, Naseer Ahmad Ganai, from his residence. “Naseer used to teach Qur’an in a local darsgah and his only crime was that he had a beard and a cap on his head,” his family members said. Naseer was killed by the troops in custody.

Hilal Ahmad Ganai, who was the eldest of brothers, could not bear the loss of his brother’s death and developed heart ailment. He died of cardiac arrest a few months after Naseer’s “custodial” death. The family, which has received shock after shock, is now left without the prop of those who were supposed to support it.

AUGUST FOLLOW-UPS

INJURED IN FIRING ON LOC MARCH, BASHIR BATTLES FOR LIFE

NEEDS RS 5000 A DAY FOR TREATMENT

September 19: Bashir Ahmad Malla, 19, did manual labour to pursue an education because his family is too poor to even afford the basic necessities of life. But his dream to improve his and his family’s lot through education received a serious setback on August 11, the day he marched along with hundreds of thousands of people toward Muzaffarabad to protest the economic blockade of the Valley by extremist groups in Jammu.  


 Bashir says he got down from a bus carrying the protesters near Chahal area when police and CRPF stopped the march and fired tear smoke shells and hundreds of rounds in air. “But the marchers were unfazed. Then the troopers fired tear smoke shells and hundreds of rounds in air. I washed off my eyes and when they fired at people I hid behind a bus. I had a hunch that I was not safe and I would get hit. And before I could run toward a safer spot I got hit and found blood gushing out from abdomen,” Bashir said.


 “Intestines sprang out of my abdomen and I held them in my and tied my undershirt around the belly. Then some boys took me to the district hospital. They tied a flag around my abdomen because I was bleeding profusely. I was conscious throughout the drive to the hospital,” Bashir says.


Doctors at Varmul Hospital operated on him. During his seven-day stay at the hospital he developed short-gut syndrome. His wound became septic due to infection at the hospital. He was shifted to Sheri Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) Soura where he underwent two more surgeries in seven days.  “Puss cells are still oozing out and I feel constant pain in the wound,” said Bashir.  


 Doctors say he has been “handicapped for life” and his life is still in grave danger. “Around Rs 5000 is spent on his medication daily. How and where from he will afford so much of money and for how long? We would help him till he is here, but what after that? Somebody should come forward to help him out,” said a doctor at SKIMS. 


The doctor said, “He is handicapped for whole of his life. He is living without a good part of intestines. He is not able to absorb food. No one knows how far we will be successful in saving his life,” he added.  Bashir, a 12th standard Arts student, said, “I have an immense interest in studies; that is why I worked and studied simultaneously. My studies have been affected a great deal but I don’t want to miss my exams.” He was shot during his summer vacations. Bashir is eldest of his parents’ three children. His younger brother, also a laborer, had left his studies because of poverty.

JAVED CAN NEVER BE AN ATHLETE NOW

FROM REPRESENTING SCHOOL IN ATHLETICS COMPETITION TO FACING THE TRAUMA OF AN AMPUTATED LEG AND SIX SURGERIES, THE EIDGAH BOY'S DREAMS ARE SHATTERED.

Sept 20: Javed Ahmad Pathan wanted to become an athlete. And he had a perfect pair of legs, which were shaping into legs of an athlete with constant practice. And then a bullet fired by the CRPF troopers hit him in the leg that was amputated, and with that, his dream.  


On 12 August, the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) troopers fired at a peaceful pro-independence demonstration. Javed was hit in the right leg. The bullet had severed a major vein, damaged vital tissues and the bone. Luck didn’t favour him either. Due to heavy rush of people wounded in CRPF firing in the Valley, there was acute shortage of blood. Javed remained unconscious all this time, and then the doctors at SKIMS, Soura took the life-changing decision: amputate his leg. 


“When he regained consciousness in the post-operative ward, nobody dared to tell him anything. The reality slowly dawned upon him,” said Javed’s uncle, “Tears flowed from his eyes, and he didn’t utter a word either.” “I won’t be an athlete now,” Javed said, “everything has changed.”


A student of Eight Grade, Javed represented his school, Government High School Narwara, in an Inter-State competition at Jammu last year. He was a regular visitor to Bakshi Stadium where he would practice and exercise. He lives at Saidpora near Eidgah grounds, a popular playfield. 


“We lost the competition not because we didn’t perform well, but because there was discrimination. There was anti-Kashmir bias,” Javed said.


Javed is the only son and eldest among four siblings. “He is very good at studies, too. He always scores a minimum of 75 per cent marks every year and his favourite subject is Science,” said his mother.


Being a meritorious student, Javed’s parents had very high expectations from him. At this time, however, they are concerned about the health of their only son. His family says that he has been operated upon six times in less than a month. And his trauma is physical and psychological, but an athlete in him would be feeling the physical part more than the psychological. When he regained consciousness in the post-operative ward, nobody dared to tell him anything. The reality slowly dawned upon him. Tears flowed from his eyes, and he didn’t utter a word either.

KASHMIR UPRISING: BANDIPORA

WOMAN AMONG 7 KILLED, 186 INJURED IN TROOPERS ACTION

16 CHILDREN RENDERED ORPHANS, THREE PERSONS LOSE LIMBS

Sept 22: After the eruption of the mass uprising in the Valley, at least seven persons including a woman were killed while 186 others injured in police and troopers action in this newly created North Kashmir district. At least 16 children were rendered orphans while three persons lost their limbs in the trooper’s action. On August 11, army and paramilitary CRPF personnel fired on unarmed protesters at Paribal, Sopore. The protestors, who belonged to Ashtagoo, Khenusa and Aloosa villages were marching towards Bandipora when the troopers fired them on.


Three protestors Ali Muhammad Khanday, Muhammad Shafi Ganai and Mumtaz Ahmed Bhat of Aloosa were killed on spot while Merahjudin Khan of Aloosa died after para-military CRPF personnel fired on the ambulance carrying him to hospital at Parimpora.


Eyewitnesses said that one among them, Mumtaz Ahmad was a lineman of Power Development Department (PDD). “He was killed by troopers in Bandipora while he was rectifying a fault in an electricity pole. The troopers killed him on the suspicion of being a protestor. He was not a protestor but was repairing fault on electricity pole. The protestors were marching through the area and the troopers fired indiscriminately on the PDD lineman killing him on spot,” they said


On August 25, two persons including a woman were killed during daylong protests in Hajin, Sonawari when police and CRPF men fired indiscriminately on unarmed protestors, who defied the curfew restrictions. The unarmed protestors tried to march towards Lal Chowk, Srinagar.One of the protestors Javeed Ahmed Palo of Snakeroot was shot on forehead when he was trying to pacify the protestors. Two persons Bashir Ahmed Bhar and Naseema Begum of Hajin received critical bullet firing in the CRPF action and succumbed to injuries a day later at SHMS, Srinagar.


Sixteen children were rendered orphans as they lost one of their parents during the firing in Bandipora.More than 186 persons including 11 women, nine policemen and three minors were injured in various clashes between cops and protesters in Bandipora district during the agitation and curfew days. Among the injured women, Saleema Begum, 50 and Rifat Ara, 39 are still battling for life in SMHS Srinagar. "Police and CRPF troopers showered bullets on a group of women, who were looking for injured persons on roads in Hajin," said an eyewitness. Officials in District Hospital Bandipora told mediathat 67 injured were treated in the hospital.A doctor pleading anonymity said that the doctors in the hospital treated injured persons, who were hit by bullets on abdomen or legs. "Few injured had received bullets on shoulders and backside. Legs of three of the injured were amputated,” he said.


Locals alleged that during the curfew days 29 shops were looted and three mosques desecrated by the CRPF troopers in Hajin and Aloosa areas.  “23 shops were looted in Khwaja market Hajin by the troopers when people were facing bullets. The cops also barged into Jamia Masjid and broke loud speakers and stabilizers and threw matting out of the mosque,” said a shopkeeper, Ghulam Nabi.He further alleged that four shops were looted in Aloosa while the troopers smashed window panes of 30 houses in ward 2 Gousia Mohalla, Bandipora. An elderly person Ghulam Hassan Bhat said, “I have not seen such brutality in my life. The troopers used brutal force to quell peaceful demonstrations. They fired indiscriminately on unarmed men, women and children during protest demonstrations.”

BULLET-HIT REHANA AWAY FROM HER KIDS, IN HOSPITAL

Sep 27: Hearing the gunshots, she got worried for her 12-year old son. Desperate to see him safe, she stepped out of her home, but received a bullet instead. Rehana Bano, 30, was hit in her back when policemen fired on a peaceful pro-freedom demonstration at Hajan Sonawari in district Bandipore on August 25. Two protesters were killed and scores injured in the police firing.

“My son had gone out, so I too went out looking for him. JK Police was firing on the protesters. I was also hit,” said Rehana. Mother of three, she was rushed to the SK Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) Soura by some local boys where she underwent a surgery and the bullet was removed from her body. There she was kept overnight and then referred to the SKIMS Medical College Hospital, Bemina, the next morning.

Rehana, a housewife, has a son and two daughters. Her youngest child is five months old, who in the absence of her mother has to suffer the most. “My injury has badly affected my family. My children are psychologically disturbed. Their education has also been affected. My family has literally been dispersed. Since my husband remains in the hospital all the time, my children are with my parents,” said Rehana. Her husband, Manzoor Ahmad, is an employee in the Municipal Committee Hajan, whose monthly salary is not more than Rs 7,000. He has to spend more than Rs 1000 daily on his wife’s medicines.  

“I have spent around Rs 25,000 on her treatment so far, which is a huge amount for a government employee like me. And still we don’t know how much more it will cost,” said Manoor. Mumtaz, Rehana’s brother said," we approached the Hajan police station for an FIR a number of times, but in vain.We were told to get in writing by the doctors of the hospital. However, the doctors say they have nothing to do with all this,adding that police has warned them of ‘major consequences’ if they continue pleading for an FIR.

MU’AZZIN WHO CRAVED FOR SAYING AZAN FROM MASJID UNDETERRED BY BULLET INJURY

Sept 28: Writhing in pain at his hospital bed, the young Mu’azzin in mid- twenties craves for the day when he returns to Bismillah Masjid at Bemina and say Azan for which the people yearn. As of now his wish remains a distant dream as doctors have advised another surgery, fourth since he was admitted after being shot at allegedly by the paramilitary CRPF.


On August 13, Tariq Ahmad Dar, 25, was shot at by the CRPF troopers at Bemina. It’s more than 40 days at the hospital bed and he doesn’t know for how many more days he will have to wait till he revisits the Masjid for prayers. “I don’t know how many more months I have to spend in the hospital,” says Tariq, from his bed in the orthopaedic ward of the SKIMS Medical College Hospital Bemina. 


“What disturbs me most is that I have been in the hospital for the entire Ramzan now and can’t attend Tarawih prayers,” feels Tariq as pensively looks at his injured leg. He believes that his pain subsides when he goes for zikr from the hospital bed.


Recalling the incident, Tariq says: “I had gone to Bismillah Masjid for offering Azaan for Zuhr prayers. Meanwhile, I heard some sound outside the Masjid that recalled me of the two incidents, which had taken place in previous days. Just a day back the Masjid was fired upon by the CRPF troopers and earlier its windowpanes were also broken. I thought they would repeat the same, so I went outside to tell them not to do so.” 


“As I went outside, the CRPF troopers and JK policemen called me. I was absolutely unarmed. I asked them not to harm the Masjid. To my surprise, they hugged me and told me very politely that they won’t. But while I was moving back, they attacked me from the back with wooden rods and fired me on my left leg,” he alleged. Locals rushed Tariq to the Bemina hospital where he was hospitalised, but the bullet was not removed from his body.  

“When he was brought to this hospital, we thought it’s a vascular injury, but it wasn’t. So he was referred to the SKIMS Soura for orthopedics,” said Dr Mudassir. 


“On our way to SKIMS, the CRPF fired on our vehicle. They broke glass of a window, which injured my hand. However, the driver did not stop, for which they had even filed a complaint against him in the police station,” said Tariq. “Earlier we closed his main wound. But then it developed some infection, so we had to open it again and wash it off in the Operation Theater. His infection was controlled after a month. After that, he underwent skin grafting on September 15. He has undergone three surgeries so far,” said Dr Mudassir, adding that he is to undergo two more surgeries. 


Tariq will be referred to the Bones and Joints Hospital Barzullah for bone surgery, followed by bone grafting. “The doctors here told us they lack some machinery for the surgery, hence I may need to be shifted to Barzullah hospital,” said Tariq.  His uncle, Abdul Salam Dar, seemed to be doubtful about Tariq’s recovery. “I am not sure whether after the bone surgery he would be able to walk properly,” he said. The amount spent on medication comes to Rs 500 for the dressing and medicines. “So far we have spent Rs 20,000 on his treatment, which is a huge amount for a poor man like him, who doesn’t even earn,” said Abdul Salam. 


Tariq is working as labourer but without any payment in the State Motor Garages where his father late Muhammad Subhan Dar was working as a driver. His father passed away previous year. “He is Moazin in the Masjid where he likes to be always,” says Abdul Salam.An orphan, Tariq comes from a poor family. He resides with his elder brother Farooq Ahmad at Bemina Gulshanabad, who is a driver. Tariq is the youngest among four brothers and three sisters. His other two brothers are labourers.

A DIFFERENT EID FOR THEM

September 30: Tanveer Ahmad Nadaf, 17, is lying on the hospital bed at SKIMS Soura after being shot at by the CRPF during a protest at Habba Kadal on August 13.


 Nadaf was on his way to tuitions when he was caught between the pitched battle between the protesters and CRPF men at Habba Kadal. According to him, CRPF men in order to quell the protesters fired upon them and instead he was hit and laid grievously hurt. 


 “Like others, I too ran for life, but in vain. I received two bullets on my left leg. Some boys took me in an auto rikshaw to the SMHS hospital. There after removing bullets, I was shifted to SKIMS the same day, where I underwent two surgeries. I have to undergo plastic surgery,” said Nadaf. 


 Nadaf, a commerce student, is studying in 11th standard at S P Higher Secondary School. He is the eldest among two brothers and two sisters. “My studies have suffered a lot because of the injury,” he said. Tanveer won’t attend to relatives visiting the family or visiting them on this Eid for which he is upset. “I don’t know why I was shot by CRPF men. Look at my condition as I can’t move and on this Eid I am going to miss visiting my relatives or attending to them at my home,” says Nadaf amidst sobs.


 Like Tanveer, there are many, who after receiving bullet injuries during the protests, are being treated in different hospitals throughout the Valley. They will miss the Eid festivities.  Twenty three year old Firdous Malik from Varmul was hit at abdomen on September 12. According to him he was fired upon by STF personnel at Varmul. 


  “I was coming out from Jadeed Masjid in Varmul’s old town after offering Magrib prayers. Meanwhile a protest was going on, on which STF fired bullets. A man died on spot after he was hit by bullet. I was trying to lift his body, but instead received a bullet on my abdomen,” said Firdous. “I am sure I was targeted,” he added.  Firdous was taken to the District Hospital Varmul, where from he was shifted to the SKIMS Soura on September 13.  


  “I don’t who took me to the hospital, as I was unconscious. I opened my eyes in the Varmul hospital,” said Firdous, adding that he feels a lot of pain in the wound and sees lesser chances to get well soon.  Firdous is a Sumo driver. He is the eldest among two brothers and a sister. His siblings are studying in school. “Most of the responsibility of his family lies on his young shoulders,” said his relative. “My injury has laid tremendous effect on my family,” he said. A nineteen year old orphan, Arif Hussain Taili, was heading towards Muzaffarabad on August 11, when two bullets hit him at Chahal. The Sopur boy had received one bullet in each leg.   “I was targeted,” said Arif. “My brother took me to the hospital, where from I was shifted to the Bone and Joint Hospital Barzullah. None of the hospitals took the responsibility of removing bullets from my legs, and then I was shifted to the SKIMS Soura the same day,” he said. 


Arif is a shopkeeper. His shop remains closed since the day he was injured. His father had died long back. He is the youngest among three brothers. He used to sell toys and small crackers but this year it will be difficult for him to open the shop on Eid eve. “This year will be different Eid as I am going to remember all those who were killed during protests in Kashmir,” he said.

The sole bread earner of his family, Ghulam Ahmad, was hit by a bullet on left leg. Twenty nine year old from Hajan was a part of the march that was to head towards Lal Chowk on August 25, as per the call given by the Coordination Committee. However, the procession was stopped by the CRPF and the local police at Hajan.  “I was in the Hajan bus yard, when CRPF and STF fired on the people, in which I too received a bullet. I don’t know who took me to the hospital. I was first taken to the SMHS hospital, where from I was referred to the SKIMS the same day. There I was immediately operated,” said Ghulam Ahmad. 


 He also echoes the same views as expressed by Arif that he will pray for the soul of those killed during protests and celebrate Eid with austerity.

CURFEW DIARY

AMBULANCE DRIVERS NARRATE HARASSMENT TALES

Sep 14: The ambulance drivers were at the receiving end during the recent curfew days. They faced abuses, harassments, intimidation, threats and severe thrashings at the hands of paramilitary personnel during the 10-day long period but kept the injured shifting to hospitals. Of the 12 ambulances in SKIMS, 10 were damaged. The ambulance drivers of various hospitals said that the curfew period was the toughest time in their careers. 


“It was not a curfew but a siege of Valley laid by the troopers to curtail the movement of people associated with the lifelines,” they said. An ambulance driver with SKIMS hospital, Ghulam Mohammad Mugloo said, “This was an act of collective punishment by the troopers. We had to face batons and abuses while ferrying the injured to hospitals.”


He said that the paramilitary personnel held them responsible for ferrying the injured to the hospitals during the crisis. “Only two ambulances out of our fleet of 12 vehicles have not been damaged,” he said.


Mugloo’s ambulance still has the curfew pass affixed on the front wind shield. “This piece of paper was of no use at times as the police and CRPF personnel refused to entertain it,” he said, adding, “The paramilitary personnel on several occasions rejected the valid curfew passes and started beating the driver and damaging the vehicle.”Wali Mohammad an ambulance driver at the SMHS hospital accused CRPF personnel of harassing them during the curfew days. 


“I was stopped by paramilitary personnel at Nishat. On seeing the curfew pass, he said the paper is valid till 7 pm. I was also stopped at Soura, where a CRPF officer refused to entertain the curfew pass. After showing my identity card and begging to him, he let me go ahead,” said Wali.


The president of ambulance drivers at SKIMS, Mohammad Azhar said, “It was tough to discharge professional duties during the curfew day.” He, however, said the ambulance drivers braved threats, harassment and beating and ferried the injured to the hospitals. “There were several trouble spots during the agitation but the people understood the utility of ambulance service and let us ply smoothly. However, the assaults carried by the paramilitary CRPF personnel instilled fear among the drivers,” said Azhar.


He said that moving through Wanabal area was a nightmare. “The army personnel were deployed there and they harassed, intimidated and beat the ambulance drivers plying through the area. Even the doctors, whom we were carrying to the hospitals, were humiliated and harassed,” he said.


If Wanabal area proved to be the nightmare for the SKIMS ambulance drivers, their counterparts at SMHS feared to go to Narabal, where, according to them, the troopers terrorized them. SMHS ambulance driver Wali Muhammad said that resisting the treatment being meted out to them by the troopers during the curfew days was of no use.


 “It would have invited further wrath from the troopers and this may had put to lives of the injured at risk and the ambulance drivers,” he said. He maintained that at times, even the dead bodies being carried by them were not spared by the troopers and were checked for “security reasons”. “We were pained at seeing such a situation but were helpless,” added Wali.

SUMO DRIVERS ACCUSE TROOPERS OF HARASSMENT

ACTION WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST ERRING PERSONNEL: ARMY

Sep 23:The Sumo taxi drivers accused that they are being routinely harassed, beaten and their vehicles being forcibly taken by Army men. Most of the drivers allege that after taking their vehicles forcibly, the Army does not pay them. The drivers refrained from giving their name or their vehicle numbers since they feared reprisal from the army.“They do not even pay for the oil,” a driver said, adding, “In Shopian and Keller, the drivers go to Army camps in turns.”


The drivers informed that the Army men take their vehicles for encounters and transportation purposes. They said these incidents happen largely in rural areas, and hence mostly go unreported. However, they maintained that only Army and not BSF and CRPF take their vehicles forcibly.


 “I was beaten and my Sumo was forcibly taken by RR near Keller on Sept 21,” a driver, who from Pulwama told media. “They ordered passengers including three sick persons to disembark from the vehicle and later took me along with them,” he said.


The driver said the RR troopers took him to Shopian before setting him free on Sept 22.“I asked for fare but they beat me up and damaged my vehicle. I had not other choice but to flee from the spot,” he said. This problem has come to limelight earlier also after Army forcibly took a driver along with his vehicle to an encounter site at Pulwama where he was killed. Around three drivers have been killed so far as Army took them along in counter insurgency operations. While terming the army Action as “suppression” and “harassment”, drivers said their vehicles are taken throughout Kashmir especially in Shopian, Pulwama, Khanabal, Sopore, Baramulla and Pattan, Safapora, Wakoora and Sumbal like areas.


Meanwhile, many drivers have now left the profession owing to intimidation by Army. “I had left driving one year ago,” Muhammad Rafi, who hails from Sonwar, told media. “I was on my way to Islamabad when Army stopped me at Khanbal. They ordered passengers to disembark, boarded the vehicle and took me to an encounter site,” he said. In this way Rafiq fearing for his life left the profession.” Although I now earn two thousand rupees only, but am satisfied with it,” he said. President, All Kashmir Sumo Taxi Operators Association, Ghulam Nabi confirmed that Army takes their vehicles forcibly.


“After taking vehicles, they do not even pay a penny to the driver. Instead he is beaten,” Ghulam Nabi said.” We have protested against this earlier also. Later during meeting with Army at Awantipora, we were told that militants do not suspect Army in civilian vehicles even if they are close to them, and that is why they take our vehicles,” he added.


He said despite many such incidents, only few are reported.” It is because we get information regarding only stands. Those sumo vehicles which ply locally and are forcibly taken by Army are not reported at all,” Ghulam Nabi added. Drivers also cast apprehensions that Army sells their fuel to local dealers and later forcibly take private vehicles for official work. 


Army spokesman, AK Mathur media that the victim drivers should register a complaint before him as soon the incident takes place. “Many such incidents have been reported to us,” Mathur said. “I suggest drivers to register an FIR or report to me in writing about the exact date and place of the incident. I assure you we would definitely look into the matter and would take action against erring troopers”.      

‘CRPF SMASHED WINDOWS OF SUMO CARRYING BULLET-HIT MAN’

Sep 9: The CRPF troopers fired indiscriminately without provocation at people near the railway track on Sept 8.Four were hit by bullets. Shabir Ahmad was one of them. A bullet scraping his arm pierced his chest. He fell unconscious and people bundled him up in a Sumo vehicle. In the wounded slumber he had a dream. He dreamt that he was playing with some Gujjars. And then he saw a lot of women wailing. When the CPRF troopers pounded the windscreen and side windows of the Sumo, Shabir woke up. The nightmare outside was more frightening than in the unconscious state.  

 
“The CRPF were chasing the people, and then they started firing. I didn’t run away and stayed back to help a friend who had breathing problems and cannot run. But as I got up I felt a sharp sing in my arm and then the chest. I walked a few steps but collapsed,” Shabir said. Shabir says he was walking along the railway track when CRPF fired without provocation at people.


 “They saw that I was bleeding profusely, but still they smashed the windows of the Sumo and my neighbour Muzaffar was wounded in their assault,” he said. Two other wounded persons have been shifted to the Bone and Joint Hospital, Barzulla. The fourth injured, Ajaz Ahmed, who is being treated in the same ward, said, “There had been an incident of stone pelting earlier in the day, but everything was calm when a CRPF bus pulled over and soldiers came down and started firing.” 


 Ajaz works as a supervisor with the railways. Like Shabir he was strolling along the railway track. “The way they jumped from the vehicle I sensed they were on a kill. I tried to run away but they shot me in the back.”  The bullet has ruptured Ajaz’s intestines. Doctors attending to Ajaz say that he will take at least a couple of months at the minimum to recover. But that is no consolation for Ajaz’s two sisters who cry beside their only brother’s bed.

COURT TRIALS

PRISONER DIES IN SRINAGAR JAIL

KASHMIRI DETAINEES LANGUISHING IN INDIAN JAILS WITHOUT TRIAL
Sep 06: Hundreds of Kashmiris arrested since the armed uprising in the state of Jammu and Kashmir are detained for protracted period without trial by government agencies, disregarding the court orders quashing their detention under the infamous Public Safety Act.


Advocate Mir Shafqat Hussain who is counselling on behalf of about 200 detainees languishing in different jails in and outside the state told media that court orders undoing their detention are thrown to winds by the executive. The courts annul the detention of activists under PSA, but they are never released. “As soon as court order reaches the prison, another PSA is put in to force,” Shafqat said.


Citing the instance of Muhammed Imran Khan of Peshawar Pakistan detained at Srinagar in 2003 for his alleged involvement in a suicide attack in Srinagar is languishing in jail without trial for the past five years. Despite being charged under 302, 307 of RPC and 7/25 and 7/27 of Arms Act, a PSA was slapped on him and was shifted to Jodhpur jail. Although J&K High Court quashed the PSA, the jailers slapped fresh PSA against the detainee.


“His detention under the Act and its cancellation followed with imposition of fresh Act continues and currently fourth PSA is under challenge in the J&K High court,” Shafqat said. Another person, a local engineer, alleged to be involved in the case is also suffering because of the delay of the trial in Imran’s case, the lawyer said.


“The helplessness of our courts can be appraised from the fact that it took us four years to get Imran to Srinagar from Jodhpur,” he said. The affliction of sending the detainees to outside jails has risen after the amendment in the section 10B of the Act where by the accused can be shifted to jails outside the state of J&K. However, the Supreme Court in October 2007 passed an order calling for shifting to J&K all the Pakistani nationals nabbed in the state but lodged in jails across India.


“Justice B N Agarwal and Justice P P Naolekar directed the government to shift all the under trials facing court cases to the state, and observed that the respective courts must complete the trial of such detainees within nine months. The order came in the wake of a Public Interest Litigation filed by Panthers Party chief, Prof Bhim Singh arguing that the detainees are deprived of access to trial by their detention outside J&K. The court concurred with his plea that it amounted to illegal detention of these human beings shattering the very concept of personal liberty and rule of law. However, charges are yet to be framed against Imran and the case is pending for argument for the past five years.

Sep 9: An ailing under trial prisoner at Central Jail, Srinagar died due to some heart ailment, the jail authorities said. However, the High Court Bar Association (HCBA) has strongly condemned the jail authorities for their alleged negligence, which according to them has caused the death of the prisoner.

Mehraj-u-Din Dar son of Ghulam Mohammad Dar, a resident of Chrar-e-Sharief was arrested in 2006 for his alleged militant links. He was lodged in Kot Bhalwal Jail Jammu, where from he was shifted to central Jail Srinagar, in 2007. He was booked under 7/25 Indian Arms Act and was facing trial before the session's court, Budgam. According to the Superintendent Central Jail, Srinagar Mohammad Ayoub, the deceased had complained about his ailment a few days ago.

"Our doctors were seeing him and on Sept 8 at around 10 PM he complained of vomiting and abdominal pain. I in my own car ferried him to Jawahar Lal Nehru Memorial Hospital where doctors deeming his condition critical referred him to Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences, where he expired at around 2:15 AM," said SP Central Jail. He rebutted the allegations of negligence on the part of jail authorities saying that Dar's post-mortem was conducted in camera and in presence of a magistrate. 

"Since the Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL) people have taken samples from Dar's body the actual cause of the death will be known in two months. We have conveyed about Dar's death to State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) and National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) as well. I strongly refute the allegations of our negligence. He was taken due care of by our Jail doctors," Ayoub added.

However, the HCBA president Mian Abdul Qayoom while talking to media condemned the jail authorities, saying the deceased was not properly taken care of and no timely medical care was extended to him, which had resulted in Dar's death.

"The Bar Association has decided to move the court of law against Jail authorities and jail hospital who have failed to respect international norms, and United Nation conventions prescribed for the prisoners," Qayoom added.Meanwhile, the reports from Chrar-e-Sharief said that pall of gloom descended on Dar's village as the news of his death reached. He was laid to rest in his own village and hundreds of people participated in his last rites, the reports added. "We are shocked over his death in custody. The same should be probed thoroughly, so that the negligent authorities are held responsible for Dar's sad demise," said brother in law of Dar. 

ARMY HOUNDING GIRLS IN LADORA, TRAGAPORE

 September 13: The residents of twin villages of north Kashmir’s Baramulla district – Ladora and Tragapore – alleged army of hounding teenage girls and boys to “teach them a lesson” for participating in the recent peaceful pro-freedom protests. However, defence spokesman A K Mathur denied the charges. They said that the army camp stationed at Ladoora is harassing teenagers and has virtually made their life a hell.


A resident wishing anonymity to avoid further reprisals said: “The army at the camp persistently asked Bilal, one of the village boys, about the whereabouts of his school going sister. They are on a look out for another teenage girl, the daughter of Bashir Ahmed.” Recalling the events another villager said that all men and women of the village took out a massive peaceful pro-freedom march during the last week of August. 


“People pulled down tricolours hoisted by army at different places and festooned green flags. The army stationed at the camp had silently taken video coverage of the event,” he said. “They are now revisiting the villages and looking for young girls who participated in the peaceful protests.”The terrified villagers are demanding evacuation of the army camp from the village.Human rights lawyer Parvez Imroz termed the harassment of participants in the peaceful marches an “act of shame” for the military and paramilitary machinery of the government.He said his organisation has received reports of harassment from far off places.

“These areas being away from the media gaze are completely governed by army and police. People in these places are being intimidated and warned against any further participation in pro-freedom processions. The high handedness will prove counterproductive,” he warned. Defence spokesman A K Mathur denied any involvement of troops in the harassment of the civilians. He termed it a malicious propaganda by “anti-national elements” and suggested the people of the twin villages to apprise the nearest army unit commandant in case any of them is harassed.


According to an executive of Kashmir High Court Bar Association, youngsters who joined the pro-freedom protests are being sought after under sections 109 (abetment) 147 (mob formation) 148 (deadly weapons), 336 (stone pelting), 427 (damage to public property) and 307 (attempt to murder).The Bar executive appealed the victims to approach them for free and speedy legal aid.

4000 PETITIONS IN SHRC SINCE AUG 11

Sep 18: After the use of force by police and CRPF to scuttle the ‘Muzaffarabad March’ and subsequent imposition of curfew to prevent people from staging freedom rallies, State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) has registered 4000 complaints of human rights violations.SHRC’s acting chairperson, Habibullah Bhat told media that the rate of receiving complaints about HR abuses has increased manifold after the recent mass uprising.


“On an average we are nowadays receiving 100 complaints per day from across the state. This trend has been going on since August 11 (when people marched towards Muzaffarabad to protest economic blockade),” he said, adding, “So far we have received more than 4000 complaints”.


Bhat said that people have become aware about their rights and they are coming forward to complain about the atrocities being faced by them. “People complain about the killings, misbehavior, torture, custodial killings and rapes perpetrated by different security agencies. Women too are complaining about the violations they face at the hands of police, CRPF and army personnel,” he said.


Deliberating upon the nature of complaints, the SHRC chairman said most of the complaints received by the commission pertain about the HR abuses committed by troopers and police in the Valley and hilly areas of Jammu.


After the recent mass uprising and imposition of curfew, people across the Valley have been complaining of the excesses and atrocities being committed by the police, para-military and army personnel. More than 45 protestors including the senior Hurriyat Conference leader, Sheikh Abdul Aziz were killed in the police and para-military firing on the peaceful and unarmed processionists.


About the areas where from they receive most of the complaints, Bhat said, “We receive complaints from every corner of the valley. The maximum complaints are being received from the border areas like Poonch and Rajouri. People come personally to my office, or complain through phone. Even complaints come through post as well.”


SHRC’s acting chairperson said that one of the latest complaints recorded by the commission was received from Baderwah. “A woman in her complaint alleged that she was harassed by cops. I took up the matter with police authorities immediately,” he said.


The SHRC’s acting chairman said that instant action is taken on the complaints. “Soon after receiving a complaint about HR violations, we take the matter with police authorities and issue necessary directions to them. We even sanction compensation in favour of kith and kin of the victims,” Bhat added.

11 DETAINED UNDER PSA FOR PROTESTING BLOCKADE

Sep 18: The J&K High Court issued notice to the governor’s administration on the detention of 11 persons from the Valley under Public Safety Act allegedly for protesting the economic blockade enforced by some extremists in Jammu and for raising pro-freedom slogans. It directed the district magistrates and Home department to file objections. 

The court directed the police and jail authorities to allow the relatives of the detainees and their lawyers to meet them forthwith. The court of Justice Hakeem Imtiyaz Hussain, Justice Mansoor Ahmad Mir and Justice Muhammad Yaqoob Mir heard the cases in which the police had detained the persons under the Public Safety Act.

FAST TRACK RECRUITMENT OF 800 SPL POLICE OFFICERS

Sept 21: People in Islamabad fear the specter of the dreaded Ikhwan, a government-sponsored militia accused of committing worst human rights abuses, raising its head again. Their fears have been strengthened by the launch of a fast-track recruitment of Special Police Officers (SPOs), a low-paid auxiliary police force used mainly in counter-insurgency and “extra-legal operations.” 

Without advertising the posts, the police started recruitment of nearly 800 SPOs at the dak bungalow,Islamabad. The candidates were not asked to fill up the application forms for the post, nor were any customary advertisements published in the newspapers. Instead the local cable television channels were displaying the advertisement for the past few days, asking the matriculate candidates to come for a walk-in-interview and physical fitness test for on-the-spot recruitment. 

The Deputy Inspector General of Police, South Range, Niyaz Mehmmod, while confirming the on-spot recruitment of SPOS said, “We have to induct nearly 800 SPOs, and such recruitment would be undertaken in every district. The candidates simply have to pass the physical fitness test.” Mehmood said the recruitment of 300 Executive Police Constables, the posts for which have already been notified by the Police Headquarters Srinagar, would also be conducted shortly.

Many unemployed youth turned up for the SPO jobs on the first day. “We came to know about the drive from local cable channels,” said Riyaz Ahmad, one of the applicants.

Lawyers and intellectuals have expressed concern over the recruitment, as they fear government wants to create an Ikhwan-like force to quell the peaceful pro-independence struggle. Dr Sheikh Showkat Hussain, a notable columnist and Reader Department of Law, University of Kashmir, termed the recruitment as “another attempt to destabilize the freedom movement.”

“Whenever Indian state faces mass rebellion in Kashmir it creates new agencies to curb that. In 1947 a militia now named as Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry (JAKLI), and in 1965 Home Guard was created. Similarly in the nineties they created Special Task Force (STF) and in the mid nineties counter insurgent group ‘Ikhwan’, then STF was rechristened SOG. The results of such forces have gone waste and everybody can see that. Even this new formation would not help the Indian government to suppress the dominant sentiments of people,” Dr Hussain said. Mubashir Zia, a lawyer in the District Court Islamabad, said the worst human rights violations committed by the SOG personnel and government gunmen in the past 20 years, made him skeptical of the recruitment of SPOs. “This is another effort to use our own blood against us by recruiting the local youth, as the government has been doing since the past,” said Mubashir Zia.

HERDSMAN MISSING

September 1: Zahoor Ahmad, 15, a cattle herder was arrested by army at Poshwari area of north Kashmir Kupwara district’s Machil sector on August 23, after which his whereabouts are untraced, family members said 


“Zahoor was rearing cattle in nearby forests when army troopers took him along, said Zahoor’s father Ghulam Hassan Shah.” That day a fierce gun battle had started between militants and army on the Line of Control.”


Around 17 people were killed during the gunfight including a colonel rank officer. Shah said after his son was apprehended, the army said he is lying with them and they were investigating him about certain things.” From then onwards, he has not returned home,”Shah, said.


“We approached the concerned army authorities frequently but they denied that he had been arrested by them.” Afterwards, the family members said they registered an FIR in the concerned police station about his missing.” But till date police has not traced Zahoor,”Shah said.


Zahoor is the youngest among four siblings whose mother passed away when he was a child .His three elder brothers Abdur Rashid, Abdul Majeed and Bashir Ahmad are waiting for their younger brother to return home.


“My brother is a very poor man. He used to earn by rearing cattle of the people,” said Zahoor’s brother Abdul Rashid.


“But now there is no body to save the family. Neither there is anybody who would follow his case to trace him .The family is left on the mercy of God.”


The family members are now demanding that if the authorities could not provide his whereabouts, they should then give them his body. Army spokesman, Lt Colonel A K Mathur said the 45 RR was engaged in the encounter the day Zahoor was arrested  



“If there is any other unit we would inquire and try to locate provided he has been picked by the army,”Mathur said. Senior Superintendent of police (SSP), Kupwara, Uttam Chand said if the case has been registered with the police then “A proer legal action would be taken”. About the arrest, he said he would ascertain the complaint and then would be able to comment on the subject.

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST KASHMIRIS

BACK HOME, I FEEL REBORN

THE GK CARTOONIST MALIK SAJAD NARRATES THE EXPERIENCE OF BEING A KASHMIRI AT A WRONG TIME IN NEW DELHI.

September 27: I arrived home from Delhi on Sept 26.I took a deep breath when I laid eyes on the landscapes of the valley. My mother was waiting for me at home. Her face was pale and her eyes were full of tears. My father held me for a long time as if I were away for years. My brothers gathered around me as if my return was unexpected. My mother asked me in a weak voice, “Were you okay in Delhi?” “Yes,” I nodded, “My exhibition had a huge response. Everyone praised my cartoons and I enjoyed the trip.”

They looked worried and I sought the reason for their worry.” They replied, “Sajad, some policemen in civilian clothes came here to verify some information about you while you were in Delhi. You didn’t call us for four days. We thought something bad has happened to you. We were all crying.” I was surprised. My family already knew what I had tried to keep secret for the sake of my mother’s health. At home I felt safe again, and I narrate to them the ordeal I went through in New Delhi for being a Kashmiri. 

I was invited by the Public Service Broadcasting Trust to create an installation art in the OPEN FRAMES, EXPLORING CONFLICT, an international film festival about peace and conflict held at the India Habitat Centre. The festival began on the 12 September and lasted eight days. My installation titled “Terrorism of Peace” featured my cartoons hanging from rolls of razor wire with some alcohol bottles hanging on the wire, exactly the same way as found around bunkers of troopers on the streets of Srinagar. I put some mud and stones on the shiny green marble floor of the Stein Auditorium to give the installation the real feel of Kashmir.

On Saturday afternoon, the second day of the festival, I drew a cartoon in my hotel room for my Sunday Slice column. I took a picture of it with my digital camera and headed to a cybercafé about 150 meters from the habitat centre to mail it to Greater Kashmir. After I mailed the cartoon I visited the Greater Kashmir website and my cartoon website. 

Meanwhile, I heard another browser seated on a nearby computer chatting over the phone about the serial blasts at Connaught Place and Greater Kailash I. Soon everyone in the café joined in on a discussion about terrorism and the blasts. While I was watching news videos on Greater Kashmir’s website, the owner of the café peered over my shoulders to glimpse what I was looking at. Soon the owner and others started to talk about me in hushed voices. “He is Kashmiri! We should check his identity!” they whispered. The owner approached me and asked me for my passport in a soft voice.  I gave him my identity card and told him that I don’t have my passport with me. He took it and xeroxed it. He studied my identity card for a long time. He asked me where I was staying in Delhi and I gave him the address of the Habitat Centre. He asked me which websites I had visited. I listed them for him. I could hear the customers saying “He is looking at websites from Kashmir!” 

Then someone said loudly “Why should we take responsibility for this boy. He could be anything! Just call the police and let them verify who he is!” I started to panic. “I am Kashmiri,” I thought “No one will listen to me.” 

There was a PCO in the café. They called the police and told them that there is a Kashmiri in the café and that they should verify my identity. I asked the café owner to call the habitat centre to check my identity as well. They refused. I pleaded with them to just call the centre, but they wouldn’t. Two fat police constables and a woman inspector wearing two stars arrived within five minutes, wearing a we-have-got-the-culprit look. Her face frightened me Her hair was jet black and short like a boy’s hair cut. Her eyes were stiff like black moles on her face. She held a very fine stick in her hand.  She entered the café shouting “Who is the guy? Who is the guy?” Before anyone pointed at me I raised my hand with my I card, shouting back, “Madam it is me, it is me! Here is my I card!” 

She didn’t look at the card, but slid it into her pocket, and ordered a constable to search into my bag. They studied my camera as if it were a bomb. They told me to pack everything in the backpack. I quickly managed to eject the memory card out of my camera and slip it in my pocket, since my photographs were the only proof of my installation at the habitat centre. Before they confiscate my mobile I memorized the number of the director of the film festival. The inspector shouted at me “Salay bahar chalo!” I shook with fear. I didn’t know what to do. No one would listen to me. The constables literally dragged me out of the cafe. Someone shouted “We should place him in the bus.” 

I was shocked and cried, “Please listen to me! Please listen to me!” Almost two hundred people gathered on the road to see the “terrorist”--Me! The crowd was so big that it created a traffic jam. I shouted in the air “Somebody please go to the habitat centre and tell them the artist whose installation is there has been arrested!”

As they were dragging me to the police station, the inspector shouted at me “You Kashmiri bastard! Why do you people have problem with being part of India? Sala…!” At the police station, they seated me on a bench with another person they had arrested. He had dried brown blood all over his face. His eyes were sharp and red. It was obvious he was drunk. I pleaded, “Please listen to me. I am a cartoonist in Kashmir! I am not a terrorist! I am innocent!” They ignored me and listened to their wireless radios. They continued to hurl abuses at me. Another woman inspector wearing civilian clothes with a wireless radio in her hand shouted at me “You bastard, you speak such nice Hindi! Why do you have a problem with being part of India?” I replied, trying to be as transparent as possible, “Madam, I am speaking Urdu actually, which sounds like Hindi.”

The inspector woman who dragged me to police station began to record the evidence:

1: He was looking at the website with diagrams of guns on it.  (This was her definition for my cartoon website kashmirblackandwhite.com!)

2: He was searching for information about the Kashmir conflict. (I was reading some articles to prepare for my talk about the “Dialoguing peace in Kashmir” at the Stein Auditorium on 17 September.)

3: He had a camera with a memory card in it. (Obviously my camera is a Canon digital SLR and it can’t be without a memory card.)I was crying.

 I couldn’t feel my fingers and feet. I felt like I had been electrocuted. The incandescent lights in the police station were shining brightly, but it seemed to me very dark.I had no hope now. I thought of running away from the police station. 

“The habitat centre is only 50 meters away,” I thought. “Even if they shoot me I would be injured, but I can prove my innocence.” But I didn’t want to give them any chance.  I thought my life was over. “If there is no hope of life, I need to accept the reality,” I said to myself. But somehow this thought actually gave me strength. “I am not going to be scared of them any more,” I thought “They are not going to listen to me any way.” I stood up and said to them sternly, “Come kill me! Shoot me! Do whatever you want, but keep in mind that I am a guest here and my work is being displayed in the Stein Auditorium! Hang me or label me a terrorist! I am going to sit here silently now!”

Then they finally called the Coordinator for PSBT. The number was busy. I asked her “Madam, can’t you come with me to the Habitat Centre to check whether I am speaking truth or not? It is only 50 meters away.” 

Finally, after fifteen minutes, she relented and agreed to take me to the Habitat Centre. They held me by the collar as we walked to the centre. Once we entered the gate no 3 of habitat center, she continued to curse Kashmiris. At this point however, I was in the habitat centre, so I shot back, “Mind your language!” My voice was firm and she became quiet. When she saw my work in the auditorium, she started shouting 

“You Kashmiris have a problem!” I wasn’t in their grasp anymore, so I picked up a stone lying in the mud of my installation and started to smash my installation. The sound of the glass frames breaking echoed throughout the auditorium. Those watching a film inside the auditorium came outside to see what had happened.  The policewoman ran away.

I called GK to inform them what had happened, but the Habitat Centre manger instructed me to not leave the premises and not to call from my phone, or email, for a few days. After three days I called home and the GK office. The PBST issued a letter to the security agencies that I am their guest and they are responsible for my accommodation and tickets. I thank God that I was a guest of the habitat centre and not alone as a cartoonist for GK. Otherwise, the story of another missing Kashmiri would have been all over the news here. I watched the news channel that night to see if they would flash my name….

STF, CRPF GO ‘BERSERK’ IN LITTER

September 03: After suffering casualties in Sept 2 militant attack and failing to trace them out, the paramilitary troopers went berserk in Litter Pulwama.A paramilitary soldier was killed in the militant attack at Litter, Pulwama on Sept 2. The militants snatched the service rifle of the dead soldier.


After the militant attack, the CRPF personnel went berserk. They barged into the residential house, ransacked household items, beat inmates. They also thrashed the shopkeepers and looted goods from the shops. The residents said that after failing to arrest the militants during the combing and search operations launched immediately after the attack, the soldiers beat up the passersby and shopkeepers.


An eyewitness, Nazir Ahmad told media that after the brief encounter, State Task Force and CRPF personnel raided the market and residential houses. They thrashed most of the shopkeepers. “The shops of the shopkeepers, who fled from the spot, were looted and destroyed by the troopers, who also fired on the shopkeepers and the by passers. This was a deliberate attempt to suppress the people. Dozens of people sustained injuries,” he said.

A local Abdul Hameed said, “During the night, troopers ransacked houses, tortured inmates and misbehaved with the womenfolk and children”.


The residents said that the para-military personnel smashed the glass panes of dozens of parked vehicles. PRO CRPF, Prabhakar Tripathi denied the allegation. He said that no shopkeeper was beaten and the troopers damaged no shop. “Owing to strike, no shop was open at the time of the militant attack,” he added.
250 FIRS REGISTERED, 300 DETAINED

September 03: Police have registered more than 250 FIRs and detained about 300 persons across Kashmir during the recent uprising and subsequent curfews. Kashmir, which comprises 87 police stations spread across 12 police districts, has been on boil ever since rightwing Hindu activists enforced economic blockade of Kashmir. The Valley witnessed biggest ever freedom processions and marches during which pro-freedom, pro-Pakistan and anti-India slogans rented the air.


Police officials claimed that these arrests and FIRs were registered against the persons, who attacked the cops and damaged public property during the agitation in the Valley. Police sources said that at least three FIRs have been registered in each police station across the Valley. They said that on an average five persons were detained by a police station.


Senior superintendent of police (SSP) Islamabad Nitesh Kumar told media, “The arrests of people and registering of FIRs against them was necessary as the rioters had damaged police vehicles, public property and attacked cops and other government employees”. He stated that about 20 FIRs have been registered in different police stations in the South Kashmir district against the persons, who defied law and attacked public and private properties. He further stated that at least 20 persons were also arrested. “They were later released,” he claimed.


When contacted, SSP Pulwama Liyaqat Ali said that 24 FIRs were registered in the district against the “protestors’ for attacking cops and damaging government and private property. “Equal numbers of people were also arrested,” he said.


Similarly, 15 FIRS have been registered in Awantipora. “We have registered 15 FIR and arrested more than 20 persons,” said SP Awantipora Bashir Ahmad Khan.SSP Baramulla Anand Jain told media that more than 15 FIRs were registered against the protestors in the North Kashmir district. He said more than 20 persons were also detained.


When contacted, SSP Kupwara Uttam Chand said that about 15 FIRs were registered in the border district. “We have also detained 10 persons in this connection so far”, he added.


Police sources said that more than 50 persons were arrested in Srinagar and more than 30 FIRs registered. However, SSP Srinagar, Afhadul Mujtaba refused to divulge details about the arrest and FIRs.Police sources said that in total more than 250 FIRs have been registered in police stations across the Valley and at least 300 persons detained.

‘IKHWANI FEAR’ RETURNS TO HAUNT ISLAMABAD

September 6: The notorious government gunmen, locally known as Ikhwanis, have made a comeback in this south Kashmir district, harassing and beating people since the curfew was lifted last week, locals complained on Sept 6. They said the “Ikhwanis in uniform” have become active for the past 15 days, warning people against participation in pro-independence marches. 


“They (Ikhwanis) have unleashed a reign of terror in Islamabad town since the curfew was lifted,” the locals said, adding they were snatching identity cards from youth and asking them to appear at their camps where they are beaten to pulp. The fear among the residents of Kadipora and Janglat Mandi-where the Ikhwan camps are located-is such that none of them openly speaks against the Ikhwanis, who were “inactive” in the district for several years past.  Residents of Malkh Nag, Cheeni Chowk and Kadipora, told media, that more than 30 Ikhwanis, who work as SPOs, barge into houses during the evening, beat up the inmates and damage their properties. “We haven’t seen the Ikhwanis for long. But now they are very active for the past few days,” said Muhammad Shafi,a resident. 


 On Sept 5, the residents said, the Ikhwanis damaged windowpanes of more than 50 houses and 10 vehicles in the Cheeni Chowk area.  “They threatened us of dire consequences in case we participated in the pro-freedom marches anymore,” the residents said.  The Ikhwanis, according to them, work in close association with CRPF and police.


“We approached some officials of the district administration to inform them about the harassment by Ikhwanis, but they refused to help us,” said Muhammad Amin of Malakh Nag. “We request the media to come to our rescue. The Ikhwanis need be tamed forthwith to let us heave a sigh of relief.” The residents said a government gunman turned army commander would direct his men to click photographs of youth who participate in the pro-independence marches.“The youth are then taken to Ikhwan camps and beaten,” said Saleema Bano, a resident. “We can’t understand why they are beaten for participating in the rallies. What is wrong in that?” Residents of Kadipora said the Ikhwanis belonged to Islamabad and knew all the youth by face.

 
“The Ikhwanis are able to locate the youth. It is because of this fear that the youth wear masks while participating in the pro-freedom marches,” they said. When contacted, the deputy inspector general of police (south), Muneer Khan, said, “Nobody has come to me with such a complaint. And I don’t think there is any Ikhwani now in Islamabad. Still I will look into the matter.”

POLICE SUMMONS PROTESTERS

September 10: Police has devised a new strategy to end the protests by unarmed civilians in Kashmir by issuing mass summons to people living in different localities asking them to present themselves in concerned police stations. The summons have been delivered by the police in the houses at Batamaloo and have also been delivered in nearest business establishments and Masjids asking the civilians to report to the police stations. The Batamaloo residents told media that the summons issued by Station House Officer (SHO) Batamaloo has been delivered at their homes. 

 
“We have been asked to appear in the police station on Friday, Saturday and Sunday respectively,” say the residents on condition of anonymity.  “The summons has been received by persons residing at Kashi Mohalla, Dariwani, Banpora, New Colony, Tengpora, S D Colony, Danderkah and Bazaar Batmaloo,” the residents said.  They said the police have booked the civilians under 336 RPC for being involved in protests and alleged damages done to the public property and other activities. 

 
“The civilians include students whose career would be marred if they get into police records,” the residents said. 

 The persons booked under the act termed the summons as unjustified and uncalled for. 

 
“The issuance of such summons doesn’t mean anything as lakhs joined the massive rallies to Eidgah, TRC and Pampore and subsequent protests against the killing of unarmed protestors,” the residents said.

 The residents say the police was provoking the youth to come on roads and lodge protest against these measures. 


 “If police didn’t retract these summons, the department will be responsible for the repercussions,” the residents said, while threatening to launch agitation against the summons.  No police official was available for comment on the issuance of the summons.

KHUNMOH RESIDENTS ALLEGE HARASSMENT, STAGE MIDNIGHT PROTEST

September 11: Residents of Khunmoh in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district took to the roads to protest against the “reign of terror” unleashed by the troopers. 


“Troopers of Rashtriya Riffles stopped the truck drivers and beat them up to pulp without any provocation,” a resident told media. He said that residents informed the concerned Station House Officer, but he refused to register an FIR. Later residents took to the roads and staged a protest.” We called off the protest fearing that troopers may open fire. “We are living under constant fear and threat,” he added.

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

· POLICE CONTRADICTS NEWSPAPER CLAIM

Sep 13: One of the local dailies of Kashmir valley has carried a headline mentioning that 25 persons hit by bullets on 12.09.2008. The report is far from truth and as, mentioned in the earlier press release of police Media Centre, 02 civilians namely Imtiyaz Ahmad Ganie S/O Nazir Ganaie R/O Hargam Shopian and Manzoor Ahmad Khan s/o Lassa khan R/o Chhalgund Haihama Kupwara died in Shopian and Baramulla towns respectively. Only 05 civilians namely Rafiq Ahmad Parray s/o Mohammad Amin Parray R/O Shopian , Asif Ahmad R/O Shopian, Abdul Ahad Sheikh s/o Mohd. Abdullah R/O Kulgam, Tariq Ahmad s/o Abdul Rehman r/o Azad Gunj and Malik Firdous s/o Mohammad Maqbool r/o Azad Gunj and Malik Firdous s/o Mohammad Maqbool r/o Azad Gunj have received bullets injuries. They are under going treatment in various hospitals in Srinagar. It is appealed that correct version may please be brought to the readers and avoid exaggeratory accounts.  

· INFILTRATION ON RISE IN J&K: GEN KAPOOR

PAK SUPPORTING TERROR MODULES: ANTONY

Sept 15: Charging Pakistan with supporting terror modules operating in India, Defence Minister A K Antony said it was a "serious" matter and the country will defeat the designs of the destablising forces.

"Militants are getting support from across the border and it is a fact. Already the Home Minister (Shivraj Patil) and others in the Government have expressed their opinion on this. It is a matter of serious concern," Antony told media on the sidelines of a seminar by a Defence think tank.

On the increased infiltration attempts by militants along the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir, the Minister said the recent Pakistan army firing along the LoC was mainly to assist infiltration by militants.

"Indian armed forces are vigilant. By and large, we have been able to defeat the attempts of militants. The coming few months are crucial and we have to be more alert. The armed forces have asked to be more vigilant," he said at the event organised by think tank CENJOWS.

Army chief General Deepak Kapoor, endoring the views of the Defence Minister, said infiltration was on the rise.

"Infiltration has increased in the past one-and-half months. As of now normalcy is returning to Jammu and Kashmir, and the militants are trying to destabilise it," he said.

Kapoor said army had foiled an infiltration attempt by militants at Tangdhar sector of J&K on Sep 14, killing two ultras.

"We are ready to face any challenge. All attempts to infiltrate will be beaten. We will not allow J&K situation to be disturbed and the degree of normalcy is maintained," he added.

· J&K SITUATION NEEDS CAREFUL HANDLING: PM

Sep 17: The situation in Jammu and Kashmir in the wake of Amarnath land row is still fragile, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said.

"The situation is still fragile and needs careful handling," he said.

He said the recent controversy relating to the temporary allotment of land to the Amarnath Shrine Board has offset some of the gains made by the state. Singh noted that there had been a marked improvement in security in the state in recent years. It was an outcome of the Rs 25,000 crore development packages, Round Table Conference and the confidence building measures, he said.

The Prime Minister said in Jammu and Kashmir, the government has placed special emphasis on infrastructure development. The state witnessed prolonged violence triggered by the controversial transfer of forestland to the Amarnath Shrine Board leading to fall of the Ghulam Nabi Azad government and imposition of Governor's rule. 

Stressing that there was no question of his Government being soft on terrorism, he said: "We are actively considering legislation to further strengthen the substantive anti-terrorism law in line with the global consensus on the fight against terrorism.

· VIOLENCE DOWN BY OVER 30%

Sep 27: The militancy related incidents have shown a downward trend by over 30 per cent in Jammu and Kashmir as 389 persons were killed in the state till August 2008 against 527 in 2007.As many as 389 persons died in the militancy related incidents in first eight months this year as compared to death of 527 in 2007 for the same period, the official data compiled by security agencies said. This shows that the militancy related violence has declined is on a continuous down trend by nearly 30 percent and further fall in the civilian killings from 140 civilian deaths in 2007 to 55 this year by August end.

Similarly, as August 72 security force personnel and policeman killed in first eight months of 2007,73 were killed this year, it said, adding 216 militants were killed this year as against 315 in 2007.For the same period of 2006,a total of 760 people were killed, it said, adding it included 256 civilians, 103 security force and policeman, while 401 were militants.

Giving further details, it said 34 persons including three civilians; five security men and 26 militants were killed in January 2008,followed by 38 killings in February, which included five security men and 34 militants.

Similarly, a total of 40 people (12 civilians, six Jawans and 22 militants) were killed in March followed by killing of 44 persons (three civilians, five security men and 36 militants) in April, 41 persons (eight civilians, seven security men and 26 militants) in May, 48 persons (one civilian, 10 jawans and 37 militants in June), 82 persons (17 civilians, 25 security men and 40 militants) in July and 54 persons (10 civilians, 9 security men and 35 militants) killed in August this year.

· 26 TOP MILITANTS KILLED IN 2008: DGP  

Sept 29: Director General of Police (DGP),Kuldeep Khoda said 26 top militants have been killed in Kashmir this year.Reviewing the overall security scenario in Ramban, Kishtwar and Doda, Khoda said that since January this year, 26 top foreign and local militants were killed in militancy operations conduced jointly by police, army and CRPF in the state. “10 top foreign militants belonging to LeT, Al-Badr, and JeM were killed till September 23. Besides 16 top local militant commanders of HUJI, HM, 

LeT and Al-Badr died in different operations launched by security personnel till 9th August this year,” he said.

Lauding police, DGP said these anti-militancy operations were carried out in a surgical manner with minimum collateral damage.Khoda also lauded the role of jawans and officers for bringing about normalcy in the state. “Police and other security forces have made supreme sacrifices during the militancy in very difficult,” he said, and stressed upon all the ranks to keep high morale and maintain complete peace and normalcy in the state.

EXPLOSIONS

· GIRL KILLED, 3 HURT IN SURANKOTE BLAST

POLICE SAY IT WAS MINE EXPLOSION; ARMY SHELLING PRACTICE KILLED THEM: LOCALS
Sept 7:A 13-year-old girl was killed and three children were wounded in an explosion in remote village of Surankote area in Poonch district  

 
Locals and eyewitness said that explosion occurred due to the army shelling during practice period while police attribute the killing and injuries to a mine blast. Aftab Akhter (13), daughter of Sammad Joo along with Imran Ahmad, 7, Zameer Ahmed, 10, both sons of Abdul Shakoor and Muhammad Asif, 9, son of Mushtaq Ahmed, were playing in the field when the incident took place at 1 PM in Chittibatti village of Surankote tehsil. Akhter died on the spot while Imran, Zameer and Asif were injured in the blast.

 
Meanwhile, police said it was a mine blast which took place when the children were playing in a field. However, the locals contest the police claim saying the incident took place at the distance of hundred meters from the army post in the area.    

An eyewitness, Kabir Ahmed Khan, said, “It was a mortar shell fired by army during the practice which missed the target and fell on the children and not a mine blast.”

· MYSTERIOUS BLAST AT MAISUMA

     IT WAS PETROL BOMB: SSP

     TEAR GAS EXPLODED IN COP’S HAND: LOCALS
Sep 14: Panic gripped Maisuma after a mysterious bomb exploded in the locality injuring a policeman. There were conflicting reports about the “nature” of the “explosion”. Police said it was a petrol bomb hurled on them by protestors at Maisuma to inflict casualties on them.

“Police came under attack with a petrol bomb as they were controlling protests in Maisuma,” Senior Superintendent of Police, Afhad-ul-Mujtaba told media. He said, “During the stone pelting, some protestors threw petrol bomb on the cops. It exploded with a big bang, injuring an Assistant Sub Inspector, Ghulam Nabi Waskori, who received injuries in hand.”

However, eyewitnesses contradicted the police claim and termed it “far from truth”. An eyewitness, Imtiyaz Ahmad said, “The bomb exploded in the hand of policeman, who was preparing to throw it towards the protestors. The explosion caused complete chaos in the locality.”

“Troopers are frustrated over the peaceful and unarmed anti-India protests being staged by people. Since they are not getting a chance to crush the sentiment, they are resorting to concocted stories to fire upon the peaceful protesters. This petrol bomb episode is a part of that ploy”.

“Had it been a petrol bomb many people would have been injured. This is all propaganda,” said the locals.

Police sources confirmed eyewitness account. They identified the bomb as a gas hand grenade (tear gas thrown by hand).

“Actually the policeman had taken out the pin of the tear gas shell to lob it towards the protesters. Due to his recklessness, it exploded in his hand, causing injuries to him”, they said.
· GRENADE BLAST IN SOPORE

 Sept 15: Unidentified persons lobbed a grenade towards a CRPF camp at main chowk in north Kashmir’s Sopore Township. The device exploded with a big bang. However, no one was injured in the blast. Meanwhile a caller identifying himself as the spokesman of Al Badr Mujahideen claimed the responsibility for the attack. “Cadres from Al Badr carried out the attack on CRPF troopers,” the spokesman told media.

· 2 MINOR BOYS KILLED, ONE INJURED IN GUREZ BLAST

Sept 16: Two children were killed and one sustained injuries in the blast of an explosive shell in Gurez area of Bandipore district. Informed official sources said that a group of young children picked up an unexploded shell in the maize fields in village Malangam of Gurez sector. As they began fiddling with the explosive device, it exploded with a huge blast. Fifteen-year-old Nisar Ahmed Lone died on the spot and two 13-year-old boys namely Sikandar Sheikh and Mohammad Yusuf, sustained injuries. Sikandar succumbed to injuries when residents were carrying him to a hospital at Dawar.

Sources said that over a year ago an encounter had taken place between infiltrating militants and Army in which some explosive devices are suspected to have fallen in the maize fields. One of the same devices went off minutes after it had been picked up by a group of young children.

· 25 HURT IN GRENADE EXPLOSION

Sep 17:At least 25 persons including a trooper were wounded when unidentified persons hurled a grenade at Budshah Chowk. Reports and eyewitnesses said the attack took place near a CRPF bunker outside the Akhara Building at about 11.30 am. The grenade hit a passenger bus before exploding on the road, creating panic in the busy area with people running for cover in shops and buildings. 

 “We were inside a bus when we suddenly heard a bang. Initially we thought the bus tyre might have burst, but we soon saw some passengers bleeding. They had received grenade splinters,” said Muhammad Ashraf, an eyewitness.  Senior police officials claimed that it was an attack on police.

 “The grenade was thrown towards a police constable who was that time on his beat,” said the senior superintendent of police, Srinagar, Afad-ul-Mujtaba. He said the cops escaped the attack as the grenade first hit a passenger vehicle. “It wasn’t an attack on the Akhara Building,” the SSP said, adding, “It was an attack on police without an iota of doubt.”

 “Normally a large contingent of CRPF troopers mans the Akhara crossing round the clock. But when the grenade was lobbed, there was hardly a trooper or two on the spot,” eyewitnesses said.  

The CRPF’s public relations officer, Prabhakar Tripathi said, “Anyone could have been the target, either Police or CRPF. Someone wanted to create panic in the area to show that militants are still present in the Valley.” 

· EXPLOSIONS ROCK BATMALOO, HANDWARA

Sep 19:Two separate grenade explosions rocked Batamaloo Srinagar and north Kashmir’s Handwara township. A police spokesman said that unknown persons lobbed a grenade towards a CRPF camp housing the troopers of 157 battalion at Batmaloo. 

“The grenade exploded in the open area of the camp without causing any damage,” the spokesman added.

Unknown persons hurled a grenade towards Police Station Handwara in district Kupwara,police sources said. The grenade exploded near the gate of the Police Station creating panic in the area. However, no one was injured in the explosion, the sources added.       

· GRENADE ATTACK ON MOULANA SHOWKAT’S HOUSE

Sep 23: Unidentified persons lobbed a grenade at the residence of Jamiat-e-Ahli Hadees president Moulana Showkat Ahmad at Lal Bazaar. According to media, the grenade lobbed at 7:15 PM exploded inside the compound shattering windowpanes. However, no one was wounded. 

When contacted, Moulana Showkat said he was on way from Srinagar to Islamabad to attend a religious function when the incident happened. After the attack, Hizb-ul-Muslimeen spokesman Umar Mukhtar called media to claimed responsibility for the attack.

· TWO BSF JAWANS WOUNDED IN IED BLAST IN SAMBA 

Sep 28:Two Border Security Personnel (BSF) were wounded, one of them critically, when an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) exploded near the International Border in Samba district of Jammu and Kashmir, official sources said.

"The explosion took place near Khora area, in which two BSF jawans Manish and Boja Rama, both of 112 Bn, suffered injuries," sources said.

REPORTED DISAPPEARANCES

· DRIVER ‘MISSING’ IN POLICE CUSTODY

Sep 18:Family members of a driver who allegedly went missing in the police custody have decided to approach the High Court to seek his whereabouts.  

Tariq Ahmad was arrested by police while driving a Maruti (No JK01E/8494) earlier this week. sub-inspector of police station Soura, detained Tariq and seized his vehicle. Later police shifted  Tariq and his vehicle to some unknown destination. Since then his whereabouts are not known.

· YOUTH MISSING FROM KANGAN

Sept 27:Family members of a youth, who went missing from Kangan in north Kashmir few days ago, expressed apprehensions about his safety. Farooq Ahmad Chechi, 20, son of Sain Muhammad Cheechi, a shepherd by profession of Batpora Akhal, according to his family members left his home on September 16.

 “ From then he has not returned. We are worried about his fate,” elder brother of Farooq, Nazir Ahmed told media.   

 Nazir said that they have been running from pillar to post to ascertain his whereabouts but till date their efforts have proved to be futile.  We lodged a missing complaint with police on September 18, but till date police have not been able to trace him,” he said.

However, a police official said that efforts are on to trace the missing youth.   

 Farooq said that they met the Deputy Commissioner Ganderbal and urged him to intervene.” If your brother has been picked by any security agency and if he is not involved in any militancy related incident, I will get him released,” Farooq quoted DC as saying.

SUICIDES/MUTUAL KILLINGS BY TROOPS

· BSF JAWAN SHOOTS HIMSELF DEAD

Sep 16: A Border Security Force (BSF) jawan allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service weapon at Chamlayal in 

Samba sector of International border. The deceased BSF jawan has been identified as Head Constable RN Sawant Rao resident of West Bengal presently posted with 91 Battalion BSF.

BSF sources said that a jawan of BSF committed suicide while on duty with his service weapon at Chamliyal on International Border in Ramgarh Sector of Samba district. Police has initiated inquest proceedings under section 174 CrPc.

· TROOPER KILLED IN ACCIDENTAL FIRE

Sept 20:A trooper identified as Praveen T V of Chinanore, Kerala was killed due to an accidental fire during a practice session of army’s 54 Rashtriya Rifle unit in Jammu’s Reasi district, army sources said.

A bullet hit the neck of the soldier from a close range when his weapon accidentally went off while participating in a firing practice at Kunala Gala.

· JAWAN COMMITS SUICIDE

Sep 23: A jawan allegedly committed suicide by hanging himself inside the barrack at Kalal area of Nowshera in Rajouri district.

Official reports said that Havaldar Raj Kumar Yadav, 35, son of G Ram of Haryana presently posted with 64 Field Artillery Regiment and resident of Mohinder Nagar Haryana was found hanging in his barrack at Kalal area of Nowshera in Rajouri district. 

His colleague noticed the jawan hanging with the rope and he was shifted to hospital where doctors declared him as brought dead. Police has initiated inquest proceedings under section 174 Cr PC.

· CRPF MAN ENDS LIFE IN TRAL  

Sep 27:A paramilitary Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personal committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle at a camp in south Kashmir.

Police said that CRPF head Constable GD Chhikodi Singh (No. 880985683) of 180 Bn fired towards himself from his own service rifle at a camp in Tral area of Awantipora in Pulwama district. He died on spot. Police have registered a case and launched investigations.

JAWAN COMMITS SUICIDE

Sep 27:An army jawan allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service weapon at Khour area of Akhnoor Tehsil.The deceased jawan has been identified as Hawaldar Om Prakash of 16 Rajput Regiment presently posted at Nathu_da –tiba Khour.

Police has initiated inquest proceedings under section 174 CrPc in this connection.

· ARMY MAN KILLED IN RAJOURI

Sep 30:An army man was killed in an accidental fire in Sunderbani town of Rajouri district, police said. Police said that the service rifle of an army man went off accidentally when he was on routine patrolling in Keri Lalyali area on Khour-Sunderbani border.. Police said that sepoy Naar Singh got hit by a bullet in his abdomen and as a result he was injured critically. Police said that the army man was shifted to the hospital where he succumbed to his injuries.
	Date 
	Custodial and extra judicial killings 
	Women killed
	Children killed 
	Alleged disappearances 

	Sep 7
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Sep 16
	1
	-
	2
	1

	Sep 18
	-
	-
	-
	1

	Total 
	1
	0
	3
	2



KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER- 08

	DATE
	SOLDIERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	SEPT 01
	-
	-
	-
	-

	SEPT 02
	2
	-
	-
	-

	SEPT 03
	-
	-
	-
	-

	SEPT 04
	-
	-
	-
	-

	SEPT 05
	-
	3
	-
	-

	SEPT 06
	-
	3
	1
	-

	SEPT 07
	-
	-
	1
	-

	SEPT 08
	-
	-
	1
	-

	SEPT 09
	-
	1
	-
	-

	SEPT 10
	-
	-
	-
	-

	SEPT 11
	-
	2
	-
	-

	SEPT 12
	-
	3
	2
	-

	SEPT 13
	1
	2
	-
	-

	SEPT 14
	-
	-
	-
	-

	SEPT 15
	2
	3
	1
	-

	SEPT 16
	2
	-
	2
	-

	SEPT 17
	-
	-
	-
	-

	SEPT 18
	-
	-
	-
	-

	SEPT 19
	-
	-
	-
	-

	SEPT 20
	2
	-
	-
	-

	SEPT 21
	1
	6
	-
	-

	SEPT 22
	1
	4
	-
	-

	SEPT 23
	1
	2
	-
	-

	SEPT 24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	SEPT 25
	-
	-
	-
	1(block president of PDP)

	SEPT 26
	-
	4
	-
	-

	SEPT 27
	3
	2
	-
	-

	SEPT 28
	-
	5
	-
	-

	SEPT 29
	-
	5
	-
	-

	SEPT 30
	-
	1
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	15
	46
	8
	1

	                                                            IN TOTAL
	70 Killings


CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS

Sept 1: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Sept 2: A paramilitary CRPF trooper was killed and two persons injured when militants ambushed a patrol party of CRPF in Litter area of Pulwama district. He was identified as Kamran Sheikh.Meanwhile; a CRPF constable of 163 battalion died when he received a bullet injury due to accidental fire at Bus Stand Hazrabtal.He has been identified as Sheeshpal Singh of 163 Bn. In another incident, Police claimed to recovered body of a woman believed to have been kidnapped and killed by militants in Kishtwar. The body of Banoo Begum was recovered from Pathshala area in Kishtwar district. Police has registered a case and started investigations. 

Sept 3: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Sept 4: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Sept 5: Troops of 11 JAT regiment claimed to have killed three militants during an encounter at Tony Post in Karnah.According to police, the slain militants belonged to Lashkar-e-Toiba outfit. Meanwhile, scores of persons were injured, two of them critically, as the troopers resorted to tear gas shelling, fired rubber bullets and used batons to quell the peaceful protests at Lal- Chowk area of Kashmir.

Sept 6:A youth was killed and several others injured when police opened fire to quell a pro-freedom demonstration in the city’s Nowhatta area. He was identified as Javaid Ahmad Bhat, 23, son of Abdul Majid Bhat.Meanwhile, police claimed to have killed a divisional commander of Lashkar-e-Toiba during an encounter at Budshah Mohalla of Dangerpora in north Kashmir area of Sopur.He was identified as Qari Usman. In another incident, two militants of Lashkar-e-Toiba were killed during an encounter with army at Khadi Kawna area in Banihal. They were identified as Abu Musa and Abu Qasim.

Sept 7: A 13-year-old girl was killed and three children wounded in an explosion in remote village of Surankote area in Poonch district. She was identified as Aftab Akhter (13), daughter of Sammad Joo of Surankote area, Poonch

Sept 8: Unidentified gunmen shot dead Muhammad Iqbal, 30 son of Muhammad Sultan Hajam at Dedni Khabarni (sector Goha) in Doda after barging into his house. According to a police communiqué, a case has been registered.

Sept 9: An Army porter died under mysterious circumstances in the central Kashmir district of Badgam.Shabir Ahmad Mir, working as porter with 139-Medium regiment, died at Tosa Maidan in Budgam.Police has started proceedings in the case. Meanwhile, Mehraj-ud-Din Dar son of Ghulam Mohammad Dar, a resident of Chrar-e-Sharief an ailing under trial prisoner at Central Jail, Srinagar died due to some heart ailment.

Sept 10: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Sept 11: Police claimed to have killed two Lashkar-e-Toiba militants in an overnight encounter at Choti Marg Devar Lolab in frontier district of Kupwara. They were identified as Sajad Ahmed Reshi son of Abdul Rehman of Chaku Shopian and Zameer Ahmed Rather son of Ghulam Hassan of Nowpora Payeen Pulwama.

Sept 12: Two people were killed and several injured when police opened fire at unarmed, peaceful protesters at shopian and Baramulla. The deceased were identified as Sajjad Ahmad Ganaie son of Nazir Ahmad Ganaie of Ganaie Mohalla Shopian and Manzoor Ahmad Sheikh son of Muhammad Afzal Sheikh of Kupwara, presently residing at Mohalla Syed Karim Baramulla. Meanwhile, Police and troops claimed to have killed three militants of Harkat-ul-Jihad Islami (HUJI) in an encounter at Chorwuyain Rajkund, Bonda village in Jammu's  Kishtwar dsitrict.They were identified as  Muhammad Akbar Chichi son of Ahmedu Gujjar, Shabir Ahmad son of Ahmedu Dar both of Bonda Chingam,and Saifullah.

Sept 13: A paramilitary CRPF trooper was mysteriously killed at Sakidafar Safa Kadal.The deceased trooper was identified as S N Matapati of 161 battalion. Meanwhile, police claimed to have killed two militants in an encounter with 15 Bihar regiment at Eagle Sector, Budwan, Karnah

Sept 14: A 14 year old girl Masarat Akhtar daughter of Ghulam Rasool Sheikh sustained critical bullet injuries when police opened fire to disperse the protesters Shergund, Utersoo (Islamabad).Masarat was returning home from school. She received a bullet in her abdomen 

Sept 15: Two army men and two Special Police Officers (SPOs) were killed in a militant attack at Surankote.The deceased soldiers were identified as M K Bishnu and S K Jerman Singh of 16 RR while the SPOs have been identified as Maqbool Hussain (No 525/SPO) and Mohammad Maroof (No 202 SPO). Meanwhile, a top militant of Hizbul Mujahideen was killed in an encounter with police and army near Sumbered Bhim Dassa in Ramban district. He was identified as Munir Pir alias Munawar son of Ghulam Rasool Shah of Sumbered, Ramban.In another incident, two more militants were killed in an encounter with troopers at Tararanwali, Surankote.unidentified gunmen kidnapped and slaughtered one Mohammad Ashraf Rather son of Late Usman Rather of Cheki Ranbirpora D H Pora at Dadran Behak, Kulgam.

Sept 16: A soldier was killed in a gunfight between militants and 7-Para personnel of army near LOC at Sona Pindi Gali Lashdat in border district of Kupwara. He was identified as Jagannath Mandal.Meanwhile, Two minors were killed and another injured when the explosive device they were fiddling with exploded at Gurez in Bandipora district. The deceased were identified Nisar Ahmad Lone, 15 and Sikander Sheikh, 13.The injured was identified as Mohammad Yousuf Sheikh, 12.In another incident, a paramilitary BSF trooper committed suicide while on duty with his service weapon at Chamliyal in Ramgarh sector of Jammu’s Samba district. He was identified as R N Sawant Rao of 91 battalion BSF.

Sept 17:No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Sept 18: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley

Sept 19:At least 60 persons including 25 cops and paramilitary CRPF troopers were wounded in violent clashes at Nowhatta in old city,Srinagar and Pattan area of Varmul district during protests. Meanwhile, unidentified gunmen attempted to kill two persons in Jammu’s Kishtwar district. Two unidentified gunmen barged into the houses of Shabir Ahmad Dar and Ghulam Hassan Bhat at Sigdi Chatroo and fired upon them. However the duo had a miraculous escape.

Sept 20: Police claimed to have recovered body of a Special Police Officer (SPO),Ghulam Muhammad from Jammu. unidentified gunmen had abducted the SPO from his residence on Sept 19.Meanwhile a trooper identified as Praveen T V of Chinanore, Kerala was killed due to an accidental fire during a practice session of army’s 54 Rashtriya Rifle unit in Jammu’s Reasi district.

Sept 21: A trooper and two militants were killed in an encounter near a forward Indian Post on Line of Control in Poonch district. The trooper was identified as Sepoy Chiba of 1 Assam Regiment. Meanwhile, police and army claimed to have killed two militants including a district commander of Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) in Jammu’s Gool, Ramban district. The slain militants were identified as Abu Sawari district commander of Lashkar-e-Toiba of Pakistan and Muzaffar Ahmad of Gulab Garh.In another incident, two unidentified militants were killed in a gunfight with troopers in frontier district of Kupwara.

Sept 22: A trooper and two militants were killed on the Line of Control at Dugra Kalsa forward Post Poonch district. The trooper was identified as Naik Tape Ayajo of Nagaland posted with 1st Assam regiment. The identity of the slain militants was not ascertained. Meanwhile, police claimed to have killed two militants while foiling an infiltration bid in Tangdhar sector of Kupwara district.

Sept 23: Police claimed to have killed the militants involved in the killing of an army colonel and triggering an IED blast in which 10 army troopers were killed at Narbal in July 2008.locals alleged that this was a fake encounter but the police authorities refuted the allegations and maintained that both the slain militants were from Pakistan and have been killed in an ambush. They identified the slain militants as Tahir Pathan alias Abu Tahir and Abdullah alias Abu Maaz, residents of Pakistan. Meanwhile, a jawan allegedly committed suicide by hanging himself inside the barrack at Kalal area of Nowshera in Rajouri district. He was identified as Havaldar Raj Kumar Yadav, 35, son of G Ram of Haryana presently posted with 64 Field Artillery Regiment and resident of Mohinder Nagar Haryana 

Sept 24: At least ten persons were injured when police and CRPF lobbed tear smoke shells and resorted to lathi charge to disperse the protest demonstrators at Maisuma.They were protesting against the grenade attack on the house of president, Jamaiat Ahlihadess and member Kashmir Coordination Committee (KCC), Moulana Showkat Ahmad

Sept 25: Unidentified gunmen shot dead a block president of Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district police said. The deceased was identified as Ghulam Muhammad Mir son of Wali Muhammad Mir of Bahrampora Rafiabad near Watergam, Dangiwacha.

Sept 26: Army claimed to have killed three unidentified militants in an encounter in Bandipore-Kangan belt. Meanwhile, one Jaish-e-Mohammad militant was killed in another operation in Budgam-Pulwama belt in Kashmir valley. The slain militant has been identified as Showkat.Ahmad Dar son of Muhammad Yusuf Dar of Rehmoo Pulwama.

Sept 27: Police claimed to have killed a launching commander of Lashker-e-Toiba in frontier district of Kupwara.The slain militant was identified as Abu Khubaib.A trooper, who was injured in a gunfight with militants in the upper reaches of north Kashmir’s Bandipora district on Sep 26,succumbed on Sept 28.He was identified as Havaldar Bhadur Singh Bahar.Meanwhile, a paramilitary Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personal committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle at a camp in Tral area of Awantipora in Pulwama district. He was identified as CRPF head Constable GD Chhikodi Singh (No. 880985683) of 180 Bn. In another incident, a Jaish militant was killed in a 22 hour long joint gunfight with police and 53 RR personnel at Kenigam in South Kashmir district of Pulwama.The slain militant was identified as Adnan Bhai alias Khalid of Baluchistan Pakistan. An army jawan identified as Hawaldar Om Prakash of 16 Rajput Regiment allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service weapon at Khour area of Akhnoor Tehsil.

Sept 28: Army claimed to have killed four militants in an ongoing encounter at Lanz Kangan.Meanwhile, Police claimed to have killed a militant of Hizbul-Mujahideen in Pulwama district. He was identified as Rayees Ahmad Dar alias Shoiab of Gadipora village of Shopian district of South Kashmir.

Sept 29: The four-day encounter between militants and the army at Lanz Kangan in the upper reaches of north Kashmir ended with the killing of three more militants. Meanwhile, Police claimed to have killed a militant in an encounter at Gogal,Lalpora in border district of Kupwara. In another incident, police and army claimed to have killed one unidentified militant in Kharpora Awantipora in south Kashmir.

Sept 30: Police claimed to have killed a divisional commander of Jaish-e-Mohammad in a gunfight at Awantipora in Pulwama district. The slain militant was identified as Abu Sarjeel alias Khubaib of Gujranwala Pakistan. Meanwhile, an army man was killed in an accidental fire in Sunderbani town of Rajouri district.



September 13: The editor of local news agency Kashmir News Service (KNS) Muhammad Aslam was beaten up on Sept 13 by the troopers of CRPF at Magarmal Bagh. As Aslam came out of his office in the evening, the deployed CRPF troopers caught hold of him and asked him to identify the youth who were pelting stones on the CRPF in Magarmal Bagh. They beat him up even when he pleaded he was an editor. 





September 19: Police raided the office of a local news channel 9TV and seized the equipments to telecast the news bulletins, a spokesman of the cable association said. “All the cable operators will be meeting on Sept 20 to decide future course of action,” the spokesman said, adding “This is an attack on the freedom of the press and an attempt to gag the media.” Government had asked the news channels to stop beaming the news in August and local news remained off the air for nearly 10 days. SHO Shabir Ahmad said,” We were directed by the authorities to seize the equipments.” However, senior officials of the Information Department feigned ignorance about the matter.
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WOMEN/CHILDREN KILLED





Sept 7: A 13-year-old girl was killed and three children wounded in an explosion in remote village of Surankote area in Poonch district.


Locals and eyewitness say that explosion occurred due to the army shelling during practice period while police attribute the killing and injuries to a mine blast. Aftab Akhter (13), daughter of Sammad Joo along with Imran Ahmad, 7, Zameer Ahmed, 10, both sons of Abdul Shakoor and Muhammad Asif, 9, son of Mushtaq Ahmed, were playing in the field when the incident took place at 1 PM in Chittibatti village of Surankote tehsil.


 	Sources told media that Akhter died on the spot while Imran, Zameer and Asif were injured in the blast. The injured were shifted to local hospital where the doctors referred them to Jammu Medical College. 


Meanwhile, police said it was a mine blast which took place when the children were playing in a field. However, the locals contest the police claim saying the incident took place at the distance of hundred meters from the army post in the area.    


 An eyewitness, Kabir Ahmed Khan, said, “It was a mortar shell fired by army during the practice which missed the target and fell on the children and not a mine blast.”





Sept 16:Two children  died and one more sustained injuries in the blast of an explosive shell in Gurez area of Bandipora district. In Kupwara district


Informed official sources said that a group of young children picked up an unexploded shell in the maize fields in village Malangam of Gurez sector. As they began fiddling with the explosive device, it exploded with a huge blast. Fifteen-year-old Nisar Ahmed Lone died on the spot and two 13-year-old boys namely Sikandar Sheikh and Mohammad Yusuf, sustained injuries. Sikandar succumbed to injuries when residents were carrying him to a hospital at Dawar.


Sources said that over a year ago an encounter had taken place between infiltrating militants and Army in which some explosive devices are suspected to have fallen in the maize fields. One of the same devices went off minutes after it had been picked up by a group of young children.
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