Editorial:

ELECTIONS AND TRANSPARENCY

After the occupation of Iraq, in US the saying goes be nice to American or we will bring democracy to your country. In order to legitimize the occupation in Iraq and Afghanistan, the US has been conducting elections there. It’s an irony that the democratic countries are responsible for the major crises in the present times be it Israel in the middle east or India in south Asia. Elections in occupied or conflict areas have always remained controversial. The facade of elections has been used by the colonist’s occupying forces to hoodwink the international community, as is the case of Kashmir. Since 1990, four times elections were held including three state assembly and two parliamentary elections. After every election the government claimed that people had voted for peace and for the Indian democracy; the militants and secessionists had been isolated and defeated. Even pre-conflict elections in Jammu and Kashmir since 1950 had also no legitimacy and were state-managed which was even admitted from time to time by Indian leaders, politicians and opinion makers. In fact they have blamed government of India that the conflict is the outcome of depriving the democratic aspiration of Kashmiri people. One Chief Election Commissioner, Mr. J.M. Lyngdoh after his retirement also stated that the elections cannot resolve Kashmir issue and had stressed upon the government to find a political solution to the Kashmir issue.

This time the state assembly elections are being conducted differently, no independent election monitoring organizations are allowed in J&K, particularly in the valley. Even foreign media is discouraged. The JKCCS has been monitoring the elections since 2002 jointly with the civil society and human rights activists from India. In 2002 and 2004, the assembly and parliamentary elections reports were jointly prepared and released to public about the fairness of the elections. In 2002 assembly elections, the diplomats from different democratic countries were given access to monitor elections but this time it was not formally allowed. 

The different voluntary organizations this time also showed keen interest to monitor the elections. Invitations sent by JKCCS to partners in different parts of India were reciprocated and lots of civil society actors have consented to be a part of the initiative. In the first phase of election there were two outside observers but after the arrest, beating and humiliation of the editor in first phase of election at Bandipora and the statement made by a govt. spokesman ‘no outsider from any constituency undergoing the elections was permitted to stay there, not to speak of monitoring the elections’ Virtually, the army, paramilitary, police and the people in their respective constituencies can only be the part of the electoral process. The lack of transparency discouraged the other participants to join the monitoring process. Under these circumstances monitoring the elections became more difficult. An electoral survey, which was part of the election monitoring this time was conducted surreptiously, notwithstanding, the insurmountable problems, the volunteers are facing while distributing the survey forms. Being outsiders the volunteers had to disguise as journalists/stringers, even some were manhandled on different occasions. Nonetheless, the JKCCS managed to conduct the survey.

Inviting international observers to witness and monitor elections to certify its fairness is today a widely accepted practice world over. Then why government of India is afraid of transparency in Kashmir? There are enough reasons. The major concern which is already internationally recognized is the unprecedented number of troopers in this beautiful prison as stated by one member of the European Parliament. India may rightly not need international monitoring given its record of free and fair elections dating back to 1951, but in Kashmir which is a conflict area and an international issue the govt. had no reason to deny transparency. The elections in the conflict states of their own have invited international attention. 

In Nepal, the elections were monitored by international organizations. Even in Bangladesh and Pakistan the international institutions/organizations were formally invited to monitor the elections. In central Asian states once the part of USSR, the elections were monitored by the European Parliament Groups that were formally invited to monitor election there. But in the state of J&K, the diplomats from the EU at New Delhi were informally allowed that too in two phases only. When the editor discussed with a European diplomat, his reply was that “India is obsessed of its functioning democracy and gets offended if asked about transparency of elections in J&K state.”

In past 2002, a spokesman of government of India while rejecting international observers in Kashmir had stated they don’t need the certificate of white men to endorse democracy in J&K. It is a pity; the Indian civil society remains very vigilant during electioneering in Indian states but never seeks transparency in J&K.  The elections are being conducted under the gunman’s nose. The huge resources have been invested to ensure participation of people in this election in order to derive legitimacy of occupation only reminding us of Einstein definition of insanity: doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results.        

POLICE ATTACKS JKCCS TEAM

ARREST ITS PRESIDENT AND TWO VOLUNTEERS 
November 18: The Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) strongly condemns the assault and arrest of its president, Parvez Imroz by the state police, who along with a team had visited Bandipora to monitor the first phase of assembly elections, 2008.  

The JKCCS believes the attempt was designed to scuttle the process of independent election monitoring. Professor K. Babaiah, a leading human rights activist from Karnataka was also the part of the monitoring team. 

During the process of monitoring, Mr. Imroz along with Professor Babaiah and two local volunteers Firdous Ahmad and Ajaz Ahmad were assaulted in the Bandipora Town when hundreds of women were protesting, chanting pro-freedom and anti-election slogans 12:10pm. 

Mr. Imroz while coming out from polling booth No. 64 Barakpora-B so as to move to another polling booth. As soon as he appeared on the road along with his team, on one side women were protesting and on the other side a police party led by SP Junaid Mehmood were running towards the protesters. Mr. Imroz was caught in the mid. Meanwhile, near the spot there was an ambassador car in which a candidate whose identity could not be ascertained was sitting inside. 

According to Professor K. Babaiah, the person sitting inside the ambassador car was gazing at Mr. Imroz and had demonstrated police about Mr. Imroz. Before reaching to the protesters, the police party pounced on him and started to beat him with bamboo sticks on his head from backside and even one of the cops hit him with the gun butt on the back. After this, he was bundled into a vehicle and was taken to the police station Bandipora. 

At around 2:15pm Mr. Babaiah visited police station and let them know about the purpose of the visit to the area. After the conversation, the police officials assured Babaiah that he would be released after elections will end but he was not released.

From 12:15 pm to 10:10 pm Mr. Imroz along with two volunteers was detained in a dark room with no flooring. The families of two volunteers brought two candles and also some food for dinner.

He was released at 10:15 pm but police did not charge him and his detention explicitly was illegal and unreasonable. The police officials did not let him stay in the town and they in their own Sumo vehicle accompanied him and other team members to Srinagar and finally set them free at 11:35 pm. 

FORCES HARASS HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER MERELY ON SUSPICION

A member of PCHR and APDP Yasin Malik was arrested by Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry (JAKLI) Regiment of Gantamulla Baramulla from his home located at Zandfaran Baramulla on November 27. Yasin is an executive member of APDP and is known for his social activism in district Baramulla. However, JAKLI personnel alleged that Yasin was involved in anti-election campaign call given by pro-freedom leaders.


After the arrest Yasin's brother said, "We were having tea in the morning when JAKLI personnel cordoned off the house and enquired about Yasin who was resting in his room. We informed Yasin and they arrested him without giving any reason."

 
At around 4 pm Yasin was released. He said that JAKLI personnel apprehended him on baseless grounds. "They thought that I am influencing people to boycott the coming assembly elections in Baramulla. I was only conducting survey on election monitoring programme carried by JKCCS", said Yasin.  "JAKLI personnel asked me about the activities of PCHR and APDP. They enquired whether me and my family is going to cast vote or not", added Yasin.  


Next day Yasin's detention was published in a local daily. It agitated police and JAKLI personnel and they detained Yasin again. Yasin said, "They asked me why my detention was published by local daily. For that they kept me at police station for the whole day. The in charge of police station behaved very impolitely as like I was a criminal." When JKCCS members came to know about his detention again, they approached SP and other authorities for his release. The JAKLI and state police personnel then release Yasin late in evening.


Yasin said that this was a sheer harassment. Under the label of democracy centered government is allowing forces and state police to harass innocent civilians and social and human rights activist merely on suspicion

HOUSE GUTTED IN BANDIPORA, RESIDENTS BEATEN

FOR CALLING HELP 

A house in which families of two brothers were living caught fire when a shell fired by army dropped on it in a remote village of Bandipora district in November. The brothers thought it natural to call fire tenders. But before that, the frightened children and women running out of the burning house cried and screamed, asking neighbours for help. The soldiers of the nearby camp, however, hearing the cries and screams swooped on the village and severely thrashed an uncle and a cousin of the two brothers. The soldiers stopped fire tenders two kilometers away from the village. To add insult to injury, a Jammu based newspaper reported that people were beaten because they didn’t vote in the Assembly elections, the report rejected by victims as a lie.  

On the night of November 26, calm was broken in Gujjar Pati village of Bandipora district, a hamlet inhabited by Gujjar tribals, when a shell fired by the soldiers of a nearby camp of army’s 14 Rashtiya Rifles battalion fell on the house of the brothers, Shamsuddin and Nizamudin, the locals said. 

A team of reporters from The Informative Missive visited the village and talked to the victim families and the persons beaten by the soldiers. 

Eighty-six-year old Haji Molvi Mohammad Hai, a village elder and a neighbour of the two brothers, said, “Around 12 am we heard the sound of gunfire. But around 2 am I heard cries, and when I looked out the window I saw house of my nephews on fire. My son, Sarfaraz, and I rushed towards the house. The families of my nephews comprise 18 members, 14 of them children. All of them were weeping looking at the burning house.”

He added: “We informed the Fire and Emergency Department Bandipora. We thought until fire tenders reach here we would try to control fire and stop it from spreading to other houses so we fetched water from wells and even made a hole in the water supply pipe. But soldiers of 14 RR arrived and threatened children and asked them to keep quiet. The children were calling for help but army stopped them from doing so.”

 “I asked troopers why they set the house on fire. But they started to beat me up with gun butts in abdomen and chest. My lower ribs have been hurt badly. I couldn’t take the beating and fell unconscious on the ground,” said Molvi Muhammad.

Sarfaraz Ahmad, 26, Molvi Muhammad’s son, said: “I asked the soldiers stop beating my father. But one of them took a knife out of his pocket and attacked me. I tried to parry the attack but my right hand was slashed twice. I bled a lot. Five of them attacked father and me. Then they ran away from the spot.” 

Sarfaraz added: “When fire tenders did not reach the village we called the firemen again, but they told us they had already sent a team which has been stopped by soldiers near Malik Mohalla, about 2 kms from our village. We tried everything to douse the fire but by then everything in the house got destroyed.” 

Sarfaraz said due to the fear of the soldiers neither he nor his father could receive treatment. Besides, the village is situated uphill, far away from the road to Bandipora town. All the villagers could do was bandage Sarfaraz’s hand with a cloth and massaged elderly Muhammad Hai with some oils.

“We were crying with pain for the whole night. I couldn’t walk a step so in the morning my other son Riyaz carried me on his shoulders to the Sub-District Hospital, Bandipora. Then police visited the spot and assured us they would act against the guilty troopers but nothing happened. Even police reassured that my nephews would be recompensed for their loss but not a single penny was given to them. They have nothing to wear or eat in this weather,” added Molvi Muhammad.

According to Sarfaraz, the report about the incident published in ‘Kashmir Times’ on November 28, 2008 and headlined  “Residents Of Bandipora Village 'Punished’ for Not Voting, Army Refutes Charge” was hurtful. 

“The newspaper had wrongly covered this incident and related the fire and beating with elections, which is totally false. We were beaten for raising alarm, and that is it. The newspaper had quoted me though their reporter didn’t talk to me or any of my relatives,” said Sarfaraz.

CUSTODIAL KILLING TRIGGERS MASSIVE PROTESTS IN SHOPIAN

CURFEW CLAMPED TO QUELL PROTESTS, FIR REGISTERED AGAINST THE ARMY

Curfew was clamped in South Kashmir’s Shopian district on November 29 after massive protests erupted in the town over the death of a youth in the army custody. The police have confirmed the custodial death and have registered a case against the army.

As per the reports, Ghulam Hassan Malla, 35, son of Abdul Salam of Manihal, a father of two, was arrested by the troops of 62 Rashtriya Rifles on November 27 from his residence and taken to the camp where he was allegedly tortured ruthlessly leading to his death. The locals in the area said that Malla was arrested for raising objections to the troops who, they allege, were misbehaving with a woman in an orchard.

“Malla intercepted and objected to the troopers who were teasing a woman in an orchard. The objection infuriated the troops who threatened Malla of dire consequences before leaving the spot,” said, Ghulam Rasool a local resident adding that in the evening the troops raided Malla’s house. They take Malla along with them and killed him away from their posted camp.

As soon as the news of Malla’s death spread, hundreds of men, women and children took to streets and staged anti-army protests. Chanting pro-freedom, pro-Islam and anti-India, anti-army slogans, the protesters marched towards the camp where the body of Malla was kept. The protesters were demanding the body of Malla for the final rites. However, the army refused to hand over the body to the villagers triggering clashes and protests. The protesters pelted stones on the army camp and in retaliation the army personnel resorted to aerial firing besides using scores of tear gas canisters to disperse the protesters.

As the situation turned out of control, senior civil and police officers including the Deputy Commissioner, Shopian Mohammad Ramzan Thakur, reached the spot to pacify the protesters. However, the protesters refuse to budge and demanded stern action against the troops responsible for the death of Malla.

The situation took an ugly turn when the paramilitary CRPF troops and police that were deployed in the area to quell the protests, resorted to cane charging to disperse the protesters. In retaliation, the protesters pelted stones on the police triggering fierce clashes resulting in injuries to many policemen and protesters. The PSO of DC was also injured in the clashes. The district administration, later imposed curfew in the town to control the protest demonstrations.

When contacted, Commanding Officer of Army’s 62 Rashtriya Rifles, Gaurav Sharma refused to comment on the incident and said that the local police should be contacted for the details. “We cannot comment on it. Talk to the police officials,” Sharma said.

The police registered an FIR 93/302/2008 under Section 302 of RPC against Army’s 62 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) Unit for killing Ghulam Hassan Malla in custody. It was also confirmed by Superintendent of police Shopian Javed Iqbal.

“This is a case of custodial killing. We have lodged an FIR against the army and started the investigations,” Iqbal said. “The body has been sent for post mortem to the Shopian hospital,” he added. On November 30 Army ordered an internal inquiry against the custodial killing of Malla.

DAY BEFORE POLLS 2 PROTESTERS KILLED

CONG CANDIDATE’S PSO, CRPF MEN OPEN FIRE

Two teenage boys were killed and seven injured in north Kashmir’s Baramulla township when a Personal Security Officer (PSO) of a Congress candidate and CRPF troopers opened fire at people protesting against the election process in the State. Eyewitnesses said amid undeclared curfew hundreds of people took to streets in Qadeem Eidgah area of Baramulla to protest against the atrocities of CRPF personnel on November 21. 

Police and CRPF men who had been deployed in strength to thwart any attempts of staging protests used force and opened fire on protesters. Tanvir Ahmad Sheikh son of Ghulam Mohiuddin Sheikh of Ganai Hamam Baramulla died on his way to the hospital after being hit by a bullet in the chest and hand while six persons were critically injured. The protesters alleged that CRPF men attacked the ambulance bearing Registration No JK05/4063 carrying Tanvir to the hospital. “They broke the wind screen of the vehicle and thrashed its driver Javed Ahmad Sheikh and another employee Manzoor Ahmad Lone severely,” said Naushad Ahmad adding that he was also beaten up by CRPF men.

Another youth Bilal Ahmad Gojri son of Abdur Rasheed of Jalal Sahab was injured when CRPF men fired at him as he tried to lift Tanvir in his arms. Tanvir’s death sparked intense protests in many areas of old town Baramulla.

At around 11.30 am when protests were on the cavalcade of Congress candidate Mir Mushtaq passed from the Khanpora area and angry mob pelted stones over it. A 10th standard student, Manzoor Ahmed Kumar, 15, son of Ali Muhammad Kumar was killed as Mir’s PSO retaliated and fired on the stone pelting mob. Kumar died on the spot after being hit in his back. The condition of Muhammad Rafiq son of Abdul Aziz was stated to be critical after two bullets hit him in his back. Both his legs later got paralyzed while he was under treatment at SMHS Hospital Srinagar.

The situation worsened in the town as the protesters carried the body of the slain youth and marched toward the area through the curfew-bound old town shouting anti-election and anti-India slogans. CRPF personnel then opened fired at the funeral procession injuring five persons. The residents alleged that after the clashes, CRPF personnel went berserk in old town and damaged everything that came their way.

“The CRPF personnel barged into every household of the old town, thrashed inmates and smashed windowpanes of nearly 400 houses after damaging 300 houses on November 21.” eyewitnesses said. The residents alleged that the CRPF men also damaged over a hundred private vehicles parked in the area. Medical Superintendent District Hospital Baramulla Muhammad Shafi Saraf while confirming the bullet injuries of seven persons said: “Eleven injured protesters were brought to the hospital of which seven had bullet injuries. Four of the injured were shifted to SMHS Hospital Srinagar after their condition was stated critical.”    

PROTESTS IN SOPORE AND BARAHMULLA

Hundreds of people took to the streets to protest against the killing of two youths in Baramulla. As the demonstrators were moving towards the main Sopore town, troopers and policemen resorted to baton charge and fired numerous tear smoke shells to disperse them. The protesters were demanding immediate action against those involved in the killing of two youths and release of all the arrested during the anti-poll demonstrations in north Kashmir areas.

Police used force to quell the protests, which led to spontaneous shutdown in the area.

Eyewitnesses told the trouble started after hundreds of women gathered near police station Baramulla, demanding the release of boys. Raising pro-freedom slogans, the women said they would not leave until the youths were released. However, police and troopers resorted to unprovoked baton-charge and fired tear smoke canisters to disperse the protestors.

DC ORDERS MAGISTERIAL INQUIRY

Deputy Commissioner Baramulla Baseer Ahmad Khan ordered magisterial inquiry into the firing incidents. “We have ordered inquiry into the incident. Additional DC Baramulla has been appointed as inquiry officer and directed to submit a detailed report of the firing within a week,” told Khan.  However SSP Baramulla, Anand Jain refused to comment and Congress denied involvement in the incident.

Baramulla remained under siege for several days. On November 24 hundreds of youth defied undeclared curfew in Baramulla to protest against the arrest of eleven youth during nocturnal raids and the killing of two youth allegedly in CRPF firing on November 21.

Locals said that police raided the houses at Khanpora, old town, Kanspora and Ashkora mohallas on November 23 and arrested eleven youth including an Imam of a local Masjid.

According to media reports around seven youths have been arrested from the town since November. Residents of the area said that they approached the Deputy Inspector General of police north Kashmir, Abdul Gani Mir and sought his intervention. “The DIG assured us that the youth would be set free. Despite his assurance youth were not released,” the locals added. As police didn’t release the arrested youth hundreds of people defied the undeclared curfew and took to the streets seeking their release, and demanding action against the erring troopers who killed two youth.

 ‘I OWE MY LIFE TO TANVEER’
As Baramulla town continues to remain tense, family members of Tanveer Ahmad Sheikh, an 18-year-old boy who was killed in CRPF firing on November 22, have still not come out of the shock. There is mourning in the gaunt two-storey house. Among the mourners is 24-year-old Naseer Ahmad who is not known to the family but shares their grief. According to Naseer, Tanveer had saved him from drowning just months back. 

"I owe my life to him (Tanveer)," says Naseer. “It was September as violent clashes were going on in the town. I along with two of my friends jumped into the river after police and CRPF men chased us. As I had jumped with my shoes and clothes on, I lost control over my body and was about to drown when Tanveer jumped into the water and saved me," recalls Naseer wistfully. He adds that at that time Tanveer still had stitches near his mouth as he had got a rubber bullet the day before.

Tanveer's mother Raja begum is yet to believe that her son is no more. The day when Tanveer was shot at, she had gone to Bandipora to condole the death of a relative.

"I got a phone call. They didn't tell me what had happened, but I sensed it. I knew that something has happened to Tanveer and when I reached home his dead body was waiting for me," says Raja Begum amid sobs. 

She adds that the day before, Tanveer had been upset over CRPF action in the town in which hundreds of houses and vehicles were damaged. Tanveer’s father Ghulam din Sheikh, a carpenter is also shell shocked.

"I always used to fight with him whenever he would go to pelt stones. He was extremely emotional and would never listen to anyone," he says. 

His elder brother Bilal Ahmad says, “I feel proud of him. He died a martyr. He rode a CRPF vehicle to challenge the cops inside. He shouldn't have done that but I salute his courage," says Bilal. 

He adds that Tanveer had actually gone to offer funeral prayers of another youth, Manzoor Ahmad of Khanpora who had been killed earlier that day by the security guards of a Congress candidate.

"He was going to offer funeral prayers of Manzoor when CRPF fired on the protesters leading to violent clashes. Tanveer died during those clashes," he adds.

MURDERERS SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO BOOK: RESIDENTS

Raja Begum of Khanpora, Baramulla, is staring at the notebooks lying scattered in a 10 by 12 room where her 16-year old son, Mansoor Ali, had been preparing for the matriculation examination only three days before. She still thinks her son would appear in the examination as she keeps on murmuring, “Mansoorus chhum na Imtihan, first division ye’yes (Mansoor’s due to appear in the examination and he’d secure first division.)”

Mansoor, who had a peculiar habit of sucking his thumb, fell to the bullets of the CRPF personnel guarding the congress candidate for Baramulla constituency, on November 21. “A bullet hit Mansoor in his chest when security guards of Mir Mushtaq Nowsheri, Congress candidate for Baramulla assembly segment opened indiscriminate fire on a group of peaceful protesters who were raising pro-freedom slogans,” told eye-witnesses.

 “He died on the spot.” “For God’s sake, don’t say he’s dead,” Raja writhes in pain. “He’s not a separatist neither a militant. He’s in his room studying for the examination.”

The victim’s father, Ali Muhammad Kumar, a teacher by profession, looks completely shattered. “He was the only hope to us,” he spoke before the mourners as they filled the marquee.

“He was a bright student and had been appearing in the on-going matriculation examination.” Kumar keeps on repeating his son’s commitment to the studies: “Father, I will work hard, secure a first-class and be an engineer.” “They’ve snatched him so cruelly from us,” Kumar cries. “They’ll burn in hellfire and will have to pay for it before God.”

Neighbours and relatives describe Mansoor a joyful teenager. “He was the most cheerful person in the entire family,” said his relative, Abdul Rashid. 

“He had yet to forget the habit of sucking his thumb.” Rashid said the bullet hit Mansoor on the same thumb before piercing his chest. “It’s a cold-blooded murder and the culprits must be brought to book,” several mourners said. “They were playing cricket and the CRPF opened fire without any provocation killing the smiling bud on the spot.”

AHEAD OF POLLS, POLICE SUMMON PEOPLE IN ISLAMABAD

November 10: In a bid to foil the poll boycott campaign announced by the separatists, police has summoned parents of more than 100 youth in south Kashmir’s Islamabad district, asking them to restrain their children from joining the anti-election campaign. Informed sources said that the parents appeared before the police officials in the Saddar police station after they received summon.


A group of parents, who visited the police station said, “The police officials told us that our children should not support any poll-boycott campaign announced by the pro-freedom leaders or indulge in incidents of stone pelting.”


The parents accused the police of harassing them. “We strongly condemn the undue police harassment of us and our children. They are innocent and have no affiliation with any party, pro or anti-India,” the parents, who called the media, said. The police action has caused panic among the residents, who are contemplating to approach the district administration in this regard.

 
“We are meeting the district development commissioner in a day or two and apprise him about the development. The police action is unwarranted. How do they know the youth were supporting the boycott campaign?” asked the parents.


The residents of Islamabad town and its adjoining areas alleged that the police was harassing youth after they participated in the pro-independence demonstrations in the past three months. A lower-rung police official said the people were summoned, as police fears that the youth may again take to streets following the Coordination Committee’s poll-boycott campaign.


The police authorities admitted that the parents were summoned. “The children are involved in incidents of stone pelting. So we wanted to warn their parents that they should restrain their wards from indulging in such incidents,” said the deputy inspector general of police (South Kashmir), Niyaz Mehmood.


“The photographs with us show the youth, time and again, resorting to stone pelting. We don’t want to involve them in criminal cases. The children are mostly below 16 years of age. So we thought it better to warn their parents before hand,” he said. Mehmood, however, refuted that police was unnecessarily harassing the youth. 

UNDECLARED CURFEW IN PULWAMA

CRPF SHOOTS TEENAGER

The authorities imposed an undeclared curfew in south Kashmir’s Pulwama town to prevent demonstrations against the beating of civilians by the activists of mainstream parties, and the indiscriminate firing by police, wounding a 14-year-old boy on November 25.

According to locals, huge contingent of police and paramilitary CRPF troopers were deployed in the entire township early in the morning of 25 November and their movement was curtailed.

“Early in the morning while I was going for tuitions the CRPF troopers shouted at me, abused and beat me to pulp saying that I had defied the curfew,” said Sajad Ahmad, an 11th standard student.

 “I was approaching towards my shop at Bus Stand with a bundle of local dailies on my shoulders when some policemen jumped from a vehicle, pounced on me. They beat me up and my brother Muhammad Ayub, and then seized the whole bundle of newspapers, and whisked me away in a Gypsy car,” said a hawker, Manzoor Ahmad, adding that the Station House Officer threatened the hawkers with dire consequences if they sold the newspapers.

 
Manzoor said the policemen also beat up many newspaper hawkers, who were distributing newspaper copies. Two hawkers were also arrested and released only after the intervention of Deputy Inspector General, south Kashmir Niyaz Mehmood.

The Senior Superintendent of Police, Pulwama, Ali Muhammad, denied that police seized the newspapers or beat up the hawkers. “We asked the hawkers not to sell newspapers in the main Chowk as people might assemble there and created law and order problem,” the SSP said.

TRAGIC FAMILY

BREADWINNER LANGUISH IN HYDERABAD JAIL WHILE FAMILY LIVING IN ABJECT POVERTY

Shabir Ahmad Rather, a resident of Tilgam, Pattan was arrested in Delhi in December 2005. He was labeled as a militant. However, family claimed that Shabir was a truck driver and had taken a fruit laden truck to Delhi when the Delhi police nabbed him in a false case. 

            “When Shabir left for Delhi along with a fruit laden truck, he didn’t call us for several days which made us to worry. Later on one of our relatives informed us that Shabir had been arrested by Delhi Police”, said Shameema, Shabir’s wife.

            She added that she saw Shabir on television, who was handcuffed and police were claiming that they have nabbed a Kashmiri militant. 

After Shabir’s arrest the Delhi Police filed a charge sheet against him. He was sent to Rajasthan Jail where he was detained for few months. 

             “In December 2005, my mother-in-law Shama Begum, me and my brother went to meet him in Rajasthan Jail. After waiting for several hours we were informed that he was shifted to another jail in Hyderabad”, said Shameema. 

            From that date Shameema and his family has not met Shabir. Shameema said, “Being so poor and ignorant we neither could hire any lawyer to challenge Delhi police, nor could we approach anyone to let him free.” 

            Shabir’s arrest has traumatized his family. His mother Shama Begum never remained in good health after the arrest of her son. “She often used to complain of pain in her abdomen which doctor later declared cancer”, said Shameema. Thereafter struggling for nine months Shama Begum breathed her last in September 2006, without her last wish of meeting her son being fulfilled. 

            “I am not distressed that she died, but it will hurt me always that I couldn’t fulfill her last wish. Before she stopped talking in September 2006, her only wish was to see her son for one last time.

            Soon after Shama’s death another grief befell on Shabir’s family.  Shabir’s elder son Mubashir, 11, died due to heart attack. “Mubashir was a heart patient and Shabir’s arrest shocked him gravely. Mubashir’s condition became worse after his arrest. His heart surgery cost around 2 lakh rupees that I could not manage from meager income sources”, sobbed Shameema.

            There is no male member in Shabir’s family. The whole responsibility to feed the family consisting, two daughters Farhat (7) and Nuzhat (5) and son Zahid (4) came on Shameema. She makes the earning by doing menial jobs in her neighborhood and earns almost a thousand rupees per month.

             “I had never expected that someday this would happen. I have virtually become widow while my husband is alive. We are living in abject poverty. And nobody on earth came forward to help me and my children”, said Shameema.

            Shameema further mentioned that her husband was involved in militant activities in early 1990’s before marriage. However in 1994 he got arrested in Kashmir and was detained for three months. After his release till December 2005 he completely involved himself in small trading and truck driving. 

DOCTORS SAY THE TROOPS SHOT TO KILL OR CRIPPLE, NOT TO DISPERSE AGITATORS

Active young participants in street battles with the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) in Kashmir have many things in common, apart from a desire for freedom. In the last two months, hundreds of them got yet another common feature: fatal or near fatal bullet hits at most vulnerable parts of the body. Doctors saw a pattern in the wounds. They say the troops were shooting to "kill or cripple".

· Generally, riot police shoot below the knee to disperse violent agitators. "This is the first time we are witnessing shooting to kill or cripple," said a senior surgeon. Around 640 surgeries were performed on young agitators in Kashmir in two months. Young men are the mainstay of the renewed secessionist agitation in Kashmir sparked by allotment of 100 acres for sheltering pilgrims to Amarnath temple. Cancellation of the allotment following protests in Kashmir led to an economic blockade by Shri Amarnath Yatra Sangharsh Samiti in Jammu. Though the Samiti called off its 62-day agitation after the government agreed to give Shri Amarnathji Shrine Board the right to use the land at Baltal for two months in a year, the agitation in Kashmir has now moved beyond the land issue and is purely secessionist in nature.
· Since June at least 63 protesters have been killed by the troops, mostly from the CRPF. Doctors say most of them had been shot in the head, neck or heart. Six protesters underwent amputations, and many others have suffered damage to vital blood vessels and nerves. Muhammad Yaqoob Vakil, 22, was shot point-blank by the CRPF at Dalgate in Srinagar on August 24 while he was returning home with a packet of milk. Doctors at Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) say a damaged spinal nerve might leave him a cripple. Vakil's trauma is not physical only. The troops shot his father dead when he tried to rescue his son.
· Medical records in the three main hospitals in Kashmir-Bone and Joint Hospital, Shri Maharaja Hari Singh Hospital and SKIMS-show that 1,053 people were wounded or injured in the uprising that began on July 1-2008. "We are stunned by the way they hit the vital organs with precision. In some cases lungs were damaged," said a surgeon at SKIMS.
· Dr Shiraz Rather of SKIMS said most of the bullet wounds were in the thighs. "Some of them had bullet wounds in both thighs. We tried our best to avoid amputations but couldn't help it in some cases," he said. Muhammad Javid, 17, was shot by the CRPF from a bunker at Sadipora as he was going for tuitions. The bullet crushed his knee and the nerves around. 
· "The upper limb area has major vessels [femoral vessels] that are key to the life of the thigh. Many people suffered major damage to these vessels. That is why we had many amputations," said Dr Hakeem Zubair, who was part of a team that operated on 15 patients. SKIMS received 200 critically injured people during the curfew days. "We performed 40 major surgeries and countless minor operations," said Dr Hamid Zargar, director, SKIMS. The hospital registered five deaths during the period.
· Around 300 surgeries were done in Bone and Joint Hospital, Barzulla, in the last two weeks of August. Most of the patients had bullet wounds while some had fractures due to beating with rifle butts and batons. "The major injuries were in the hips, shoulders and thighs. Two amputations were carried out in the hospital; one was on a policeman who was shot by the CRPF," said Dr Farooq Ahmed, chief medical officer. About 300 people were admitted in Hari Singh Hospital for treatment. "We conducted 50 major operations," said a surgeon.Even rubber bullets proved lethal. Javid Ahmed, 24, was hit by a rubber bullet as he was shielding his cousin's child from troops chasing a mob. The bullet hit his heart and he died on the way to hospital. "Rubber bullet, if fired from close range, can cause serious damage, especially if it hits a vital organ like heart. From the effective range it is as deadly as the real bullet," said a doctor. Ruhail Manzoor, 17, luckily survived a rubber bullet hit on his forehead. "He survived because the bullet had a low velocity. We operated on him. He had a damaged bone," said a senior neurosurgeon at SKIMS. Though he was operated on five times, the leg had to be amputated.
ILLEGAL OCCUPATION:                PROTEST OVER NON-PAYMENT OF RENT 

People took to streets against the alleged non-payment of rent for the land under use by army on November 4. According to reports, army has occupied hundreds of kanals of land including orchards, agricultural land besides some houses and shops. Locals alleged the land has been occupied by different army and paramilitary units including 21 and 6 RR since 1992. 

 “The Centre and Defence Ministry had announced paying of rent to the owners of the land under the occupation of army and paramilitary,” locals belonging to the villages, Dialgam, Zachaldar, Watergam, Wudur, Dacchipora and Chhotipora of Handwara tehsil said. 

 “We’ve not been provided rent since army and paramilitary forces took our land under their occupation.”  They alleged the Defense ministry had already allotted funds in this regard. 

 “The army officials are beating around the bush when we approach them for the rent,” a group of locals said. “We’ve been deprived of our houses, orchards, agricultural land. The losses incurred hence are enormous.”

The state defense officer, Ajay Kumar Choudhry, accepted the Defense ministry had allocated funds for disbursement as rent among the owners. 

“The money is lying in the account of additional defense officer,” the officer said. The defense officer, however, said the money had been forwarded to DC Kupwara. However, the DC told media that he was not aware of any such amount deposited in his account. “It’s been less than a week, I’ve joined the office and I’ll have to verify whether or not the money has been deposited.”

IKHWAN COLONY  
More than 30 families of Ikhwanis (former militants turned counter insurgents) have “illegally” occupied 20 kanals of State land in south Kashmir’s Kulgam district for a decade now.  The land at prime location of the town, Ranipora Mohalla with market value estimated at Rs 1.50 crores has been rendered useless as Ikhwanis have constructed concrete structures on it since 1998 and have converted it into a residential colony, locally known as Ikhwan Colony. Ikhwanis, who played crucial counter-insurgency role from 1997 to 2002 in the area and allegedly killed more than dozen innocent people in the area, were allowed to convert the land into a residential colony violating all the legal and administrative regulations.     
Sources in Kulgam’s Revenue Department maintain that the establishment of Ikhwan Colony has no revenue record available. They added that the colony might have come up with tacit approval of the district administration. 

“It is an illegal occupation of State land. Few kanals of the land also belong to migrant Pandits. From 1997 to 2002 Ikhwanis were ruling the roast and that too under government patronage. That is why they (Ikhwanis) were able to establish a colony here without any official order or a revenue record,” sources told, adding that the land would cost more than 1.50 crores as per the recent local market value.

A local, who lives in the vicinity of Ikhwan colony, said the residents of Kulgam are against the illegal occupation of the said land and have even taken up the matter with district authorities several times, but to no avail. 

“We want that the colony should be totally dismantled and Ikhwanis should not be allowed to live here. They have killed scores of our innocent brothers and sisters,” he said, while alleging government for harbouring Ikhwanis all these years.    

Ghulam Mohammad, another local said. “Every time I pass by the colony, faces of all those innocent victims murdered in cold blood by the Ikhwanis come before my eyes. They should not be allowed to remain here and the colony should be dismantled.”  

Meanwhile, residents of the town alleged that some Ikhwanis in the colony have begun to sell the illegally occupied land to locals. “Recently one of the notorious Ikhwanis living in the colony known by the name of Nikki Bab sold his two-room structure and the land under it to a local Abdul Hamid Ganai of Tamil Mohalla,” said Ishtiyaq Ahmad, a local.      

District Development Commissioner Kulgam expressed ignorance about the matter. “I have to look into it as I am not aware of the matter as to how the colony has come up,” he said. 

CRPF EYES 250 KANALS AT KINHAMA

While the State Government has apparently shelved the proposed leasing out of 140 kanals of Joinery Mills land at Pampore to the Central Reserve Police Force, the paramilitary force is now eyeing a prime chunk of land near the Nowgam Railway Station, in Srinagar outskirts, for permanent allotment.

According to highly placed sources, the CRPF authorities have asked the State Government for allotment of 250 kanals of Kahcharai land at Kinhama near the railway station for setting up a permanent camp there. In a communication number B-V-2/2008-09-Q-7 (Dated: 2 October 2008), T Subha Rao, Commandant 7 BN CRPF has asked the District Development Commissioner Budgam for allotment of 250 kanals of land for setting up of “transit camp, battalion camping site and office of IG/DIG CRP Srinagar.”

The CRPF Commandant writes that they have already been informed about the Kahcharai status of the land at Kinhama by the revenue authorities and as such the Government should have no objection in allotting the land to the CRPF. The District authorities in Budgam, according to sources, are yet to respond to the CRPF communication. The State Government had earlier shelved the proposal of leasing out of land to CRPF at Pampore when the issue evoked large-scale public outcry.

The decision to lease out 140 kanals of the land owned by Joinery Mills Pampore to the CRPF was taken by the Jammu & Kashmir Industries Limited (JKIL) management by-passing all the set procedures and codal formalities. However, when the issue became public in October this year, the Government had immediately stopped the process.

 
It is interesting to note that the 250 kanals of land at Kinhama, identified by the CRPF, was earlier also identified as one of the proposed sites for establishing the controversial Shardapeeth University by the former Governor, S K Sinha. The proposed university was recently in news as, according to reports, the brain behind this ambitious project was the controversial Swami Dayanand Pandey, arrested by the Maharashtra ATS as one of the main accused in the Malegaon blasts.

TORTURE TESTIMONIAL

Name: Abdul Quyoom Rather.

S/O: Habibullah Rather

Residence: Dangerpora, Sopore.

Occupation: Carpenter.

Age: 35 years.

Militant/ civilian: Militant.
Abdul Quyoom crossed LOC for arms training in 1993 and returned to valley in 1994. He worked as active member with Jamiat-ul-Mujahidin, a militant outfit for about four years. In 1998 he got arrested by 5 Guard, regiment after Quyoom was identified in a parade during crackdown in his native village Dangerpora Sopore. 

He was detained for six months and he was tortured on several occasions. While narrating his torture trial, Quyoom said, “After arresting me in crackdown forces took me to Sopore college hostel camp where I was detained for 15 days. During the time I was ruthlessly tortured. On reaching there they put me into the torture cell, stripped me fully naked, tied my hands and legs and beat me with bamboo sticks, leather belts, gun butts all over the body for an hour. After that they put me into the water tub and applied electric current to it for about ten minutes. Due to which I felt unconscious. Next day, when I regained consciousness I was under severe pain, my whole body was swelled and full of abrasions. They gave me cup of tea, which I took and asked me about my weapon. I denied any weapon in my possession. They beat me again and after tying my feet they suspended me upside down from the ceiling for about half-an-hour and simultaneously beat me with sticks on wounds. After getting me down they applied wooden roller over my legs, which was pressed down by several men on both sides. After that they put me on cemented floor fully naked for hours it was cold weather, I was shivering and reeling under severe pain. The thoughts of dying were roaming in my mind. I decided to give my weapon to them so as to prevent myself from further torture and feeling assuage in pain. I took them to the spot where my weapon (AK 47 rifle along with magazine) was hidden and they recovered it, but I did not see any relief in torture. I was again brutally tortured for continuous eight days, twice a day for about an hour each time. I developed deep wounds I was unable to stand or walk but I was beaten again over my wounds, which were gaining severity after every passing day. I was never taken to doctor or given any medicine. During cold nights I was put on cemented floor in the corridor along with single ragged blanket not even long enough to cover my whole body. I did not sleep all these nights. I was waiting for my death, but due to God’s grace I survived. During the time my family was not allowed to meet me. They were only allowed to see me from distant first time after seven days of my detention. After fifteen days of constant pain and agony I was shifted to JIC, Baramulla for six months, where there was a bit relief in pain as I was not tortured there any more except some occasional beatings by a army person guarding our room. I was never taken to doctor there but the medicine provided by my family during their meeting visits helped me to cure the wounds. We were kept some 200 boys in less spacious, congested hall where we lean on one another, as we were unable to stretch our legs fully. After six months I was released from here and did not joint armed struggle again and was never picked up again anytime. But after my release I was ordered by forces to report on every Sunday at different camp. I almost reported at every camp in my area. During giving report at the camps I along with other ex-militants was forced to do laborious work and was beaten failing to obey their orders. We were forced to carry garbage in our hems, clean the campus, cut grass, clean drains and bathrooms, and break coals. And also during preceding nights on Indian independence and republic days we were forced to stay in camps and act as shields to prevent any attack by militants. It is only for last five months I have stopped going to any camp.”  

Name:  Lateef Ahmad.

S/o: Late Ali Mohammad Parra.

R/o: Dangerpora, Sopore.

Occupation: Fruit Business.

Age: 35 years.

Militant/ Civilian: Civilian.        

Lateef Ahmad was arrested several times by different agencies and subsequently tortured for allegedly providing food to his distant relative, who was a militant. Lateef said, “I was first arrested in 1994 by 26 Punjab regiment from my home and was taken to Dangerpora camp where I was beaten severely for complete night for the address of my relative who was a militant. They alleged me of providing him food and shelter but the truth was that I had never seen him after he became militant. They removed all my clothes and beat me with bamboo sticks. Next day failing to elicit anything from me they released me. But I was only after four days I was coming from Sopore town to my home I was again arrested by the army of the same camp. They kept me detained for two days during which they tortured me ruthlessly. They kept me into torture room and removed my all clothes and kept my hands and legs tied. They beat me with bamboo sticks all over the body. After that they forced my head into the chili water several times for 2 to 3 minutes each. After I took lot of water they forcibly kicked my stomach to get all the water out through the mouth. They applied same methods of torture for continuous two days and did not provide me any food for two days except a plain cup of tea in the mornings. They again asked me about the address of my relative militant which I did not know. After two days they released me from there. Few days after the 5 Mahar regiment replaced the 25 Punjab regiment from the camp. But only after one month the same regiment raided my home during night and took me with them. They kept me detained for eight days and tortured me continuously for two to three times a day for hours. On first day they stripped all my clothes and beat me with leather belts. They also dipped my head into water several times for 2 to 3 minutes every time. After that they tied electric wire to my ear lobules and private part and applied electric current to them for about fifteen minutes. They also inserted petrol through my rectum due to which I felt I would burst in short time. After that they blindfolded me and put me into the small cell for 24 hours where the person could only stand and could not stretch legs. It was also difficult to breath inside it due to poor ventilation. After that they put me into another room where from I was taken out for torture twice a day for one hour each. During the torture I was beaten with thick bamboo sticks and heavy rolled was applied over my legs. They did not ask me anything and I did not know the reasons of my torture. During those eight days my family members were not allowed to meet me. They also threatened me to get me killed in the fake encounter. I several times was forced to put on clothes and to get ready to go to unknown place to get murdered. But all times they only threatened me and did not take me. After eight days they released me but I did not stay at my home. I remained out of my village for about three years till my relative militant was martyred. When I returned back the army asked me to report every week at the Dangerpora camp. I continuously reported for about two years. During the time I was several times beaten on trivial pretexts and was forced to do laborious work in the camp. I was several times forced to clean the drains and bathroom of camps, cut the grass, clean utensils in kitchens, and break charcoal in winters etc. As some time passed the assembly elections (2002) approached in the state, I was told by army that in order to end reporting at the camp I should be first person in the village to vote. As on Election Day, I was first person to enter into polling booth but I did not cast my vote instead I wasted it. The army later stopped my reporting at the camp. On 30th, July 2006. I was picked up again by 22 RR, regiment, after they accompanied by SOG, raided my home at 10:30 pm and picked me up to the Seelu camp. They kept me there for a night and next day shifted me to SOG camp Sopore where I was beaten for allegedly providing shelter to militants. I told them that if they had reports of presence of militants in my home why not they raided it then. After beating me whole day they released me and told me to be in camp on the first day of the next month. On that day when I approached there in the morning they kept me waiting full day there without asking me anything at evening they told me to come again next day. Next day when I went there again along with my cousin they told him to leave and come in evening and they will release me also.  They did not release me but took me to the Cargo camp Srinagar where I was detained for two days. During the time I was tortured brutally. They put me on chair, which they could lift and suspend in air along with person sitting on it. They kept me suspended upside down tied with the chair for complete day and simultaneously beat me with thick bamboo sticks and thick leather belt. From here they again took me to SOG camp Sopore for 16 days, where I was tortured everyday twice for hours. They everyday applied heavy roller on my legs, applied electric current to different body parts and beat me on soft muscles. From here I was taken to police station Sopore for another 16 days. I was not beaten there. I was later shifted to Udampur jail for under false case. After 11 months I was released on bail from there and the case is still going on at TADA court Srinagar where I have to go for hearing every month. During the time I was at SOG camp , the DSP told me there that it was only due to wish of the then MLA of Sopore, Abdul Raheed, who belong to our village that I was detained under false change and it I was him who wanted that I should not get released. I still fail to understand why he had such kind of animosity with me. After that iwas never arrested again. The torture I was subjected to has very adverse effect on my health. I am unable to do heavy physical work and I am unable to walk long distance.” 

CRIME AGAINST WOMEN

GIRL KIDNAPPED, STABBED, SET A FIRE IN DODA

A girl sustained grievous burns and stab wounds after she was allegedly kidnapped and set on fire after tying her with a tree by some unidentified armed assailants, one of them in police uniform at village Changa in Paranoo area of Doda district on November 3. The assailants also shot at the girl but she managed to save her life after jumping into a river. The injured girl was admitted to the District Hospital (DH) Doda for treatment.

The victim has been identified as Shazia Bano, 18, daughter of Nazir Ahmed Shah resident of Changa Pranoo. The victim said that five armed assailants came to her house when she was alone at her house. Two of them entered the kitchen where she was preparing lunch. She said that one of them was wearing police uniform and he was carrying weapon in his hand. The other assailant who was in civvies was also carrying weapon in his hand. 

"They asked me to provide them drinking water but I asked them to move out of the house as I was alone and scared to see weapons in their hands. The duo pleaded that they were thirsty and were in need of water to quench their thirst. As soon as I started filling water from an earthen pot, the duo overpowered me and tied my hands with rope", she claimed, adding that they pushed her from the stairs of her house and shifted her to river side near the house.

Shazia alleged that the three other assailants who were standing outside also came to the riverside. They inflicted deep stab wounds on her foot with a sharp edged weapon. 

"They tied me with the tree and after sprinkling kerosene set me ablaze", Shazia said, adding that the ropes burnt due to fire and she managed to run from the spot. 

"I jumped into the river to save my life but one of the assailants shot at me with his weapon. I manage to swim to the other side of the river and saved my life", the victim averred, adding she raised alarm but none of the villagers came to her rescue. 

The family members of the victim shifted her to the District Hospital (DH) Doda for treatment of her burns and stab wounds. The victim informed that earlier on October 10, evening some unidentified persons pelted stones on her house and smashed the windowpanes. 

The complaint was lodged by her family members in Police Post Bhalla after which some cops were deployed at her residence. The deployment of cops was lifted on October 15, 2008 by the senior police officers and on the same night unidentified persons sprinkled kerosene at the windowpanes of her residence and set it ablaze. The family was saved by the local villagers who managed to extinguish the fire, she said.

In-charge Police Post Bhalla Sub Inspector Shabir Ganai, however, said that the cops were deployed at the victim's residence a fortnight ago and searches were carried out in the area then, which yielded no result. He said the investigation of the incident is in progress.

HAUNTING PAST 

VICTIMS OF KHUNDRU AMMO DEPOT: FAMILY OF SEVEN

November 3: Muhammad Ayub Mir used to seek permission from his physically challenged father- in- law before leaving for work as a daily wage labourer in army’s Field Ammunition Depot at Khundru. On the morning of October 21 he was in a hurry and forgot to do so. And while weeding the grounds of the Depot an unexploded shell went off and killed him. Two other labourers were wounded in the blast.

His death belies the claims of the army and the state government that all the areas in Khundru where an explosion in the Field Ammunition Depot of army on 11 August 2007 killed 15 persons. Several civilians were killed when they stumbled upon the unexploded shells in fields and courtyards.  Mir is survived by his wife, Parveena Akhtar, four minor kids and physically challenged father-in-law, and ailing mother in law.

 
Ghulam Ahmad Sheikh, Ayub’s father-in-law says, “That day he was in a hurry and asked for lunch box and then rode a bicycle. I would have asked him to stay as we had some work at home. But fate had worse in store for us.”

 
Sheikh, who has four daughters but no son considered Mir as his own son, and had lot of expectations of him. And Mir behaved like one.

“He always toiled hard in order to feed us and now I am not worried about myself but about these four minor kids,” says Sheikh, holding one of the kids in lap.

Mir’s wife, Parveena Akhtar, said, “He didn’t earn much but we were happy; he dreamed of providing quality education to his children,” said Parveena.

Parveena says that her daughter Khushboo, aged 6, doesn’t sleep well and often asks for her father. Ayub’s family is living in the house of a relative, as their own house is in a dilapidated condition.

“We were thinking of reconstructing the house, but that dream would remain a dream now,” said Parveena.

Ayub was working in a depot as a laborer for a decade now earning Rs 200 a day. A day off from work meant no wages. His job, like other laborers, was to load, unload, and carry ammunition from one place to another, besides weeding the field. Though the district administration and army has been claiming that the area has been completely cleared of the shells, four persons have died so far after the incident, and more than a dozen other injured. A 10th class student became handicapped when an unexploded shell he touched went off in the lawns of his house.

The residents are up in arms against the army and the civil administration blaming them for displaying lackadaisical approach in clearing Khundroo and its adjoining areas of the shells. They say hundreds of live shells are still scattered in the farms and orchards.

“The government is playing with our lives and is hardly concerned with our plight,” the residents said, adding the government should either shift the ammunition depot or rehabilitate them somewhere else.

BULLET-HIT SURVIVOR OF AUG 11 SUCCUMBS IN PULWAMA

November 23: The 45- year-old Abdul Gani Ganie who was injured in police firing at Muran village on August 11 succumbed to injuries at his residence. The deceased is survived by his wife and four other unemployed family members including a minor daughter. 

Narrating the circumstances that led to the demise of this 45-year-old meat seller, his neighbour Bashir Ahmad Ganie said that on August 11 when coordination committee had asked people to march towards Muzaffarabad people from Muran, Mitrigam, Zagigam, Rahmoo, Deeri and Harpora also proceeded towards Srinagar who were however intercepted by CRPF and police near Samboora. During the firing on procession at Samboora many people including Arshad Ahmad Sheikh of Muran village received injuries, said Bashir. “The news spread like fire in Muran after which people who were dispersed at Samboora reached back to Muran and protested near a police picket,” he added. 

 
Some of them reportedly pelted stones on the picket, said Bashir adding that the policemen on duty fired towards the mob at Dhobi Kocha causing injuries to Abdul Gani Ganie and other civilians including Adil Bashir, Gulshan Akhter, Shakila and Khazir Muhammad. Bashir said the injured were rushed to Srinagar where Gani remained hospitalized for 15 days. He added that in absence of an FIR, the family could not put forward the relief papers.

 
“All our pleas made before the police for registration of FIR failed,” Bashir said. A lawyer Feroz Ahmad of Muran village said that despite direction from Chief Judicial Magistrate Pulwama, the registration of FIR is still pending. When contacted SSP Pulwama Ali Muhammad Bhat, told media that the family members were required to contact his office. “What efforts the family has made before our subordinate staff are not known,” the SSP said. He assured help to the family in case rules permit so. 

COURT TRIALS

HC QUASHES DETENTION OF 10TH STANDARD STUDENT UNDER PSA

November 3: High Court quashed detention of student of 10th class -an alleged activist of Hizbul Mujahideen outfit under Public Safety Act (PSA). Justice JP Singh of J&K High Court Jammu Wing today quashed the detention order of one Mohammed Javid Naik who was detained under Public Safety Act vide order dated November 7, 2007 passed by District Magistrate Ramban.

In the petition filed by the father of the detenue in which it has been submitted that his son was detained under the Public Safety Act seeking direction to the respondents to set him at liberty and pay him compensation for his illegal detention. It was stated in the habeas corpus petition that the detenue was a regular student of 10th class in Government High School Dharm Gool when while on his way to the school in the month of November 2007, he was summoned to Police Post Sangaldan and then to Police Station in Gool where he was arrested. It is further stated in the petition that later on detenue was shifted to Jammu where he was detained pursuant to the orders of District Magistrate Ramban.

District Magistrate Ramban justifying petitioner's preventive detention and stated that the petitioner had been indulging in anti-national and militancy activities, which were pre-judicial to the security of the state as such, the petitioner was required to be detained under PSA so as to prevent him from acting in any manner pre-judicial to the security of the state. 

In the approved for reporting judgment Justice JP Singh observed that none had appeared for the petitioner when this petition called on for hearing. AAG SC Gupta frankly conceded that all the material which had been relied upon by the District Magistrate which include dossier of Superintendent of Police Ramban and FIR number 30 of 2006 was registered at Police Station Gool had not been supplied to the detenue who according to the records had been supplied on the grounds of detention. AAG had produced the records of the District Magistrate for perusal. 

Justice JP Singh after perused the detention records produced by AAG and found that the respondents had omitted to supply the police dossier and the copy of FIR registered under section 121-A RPC and 7/27 Arms Act. on supply of the material which District Magistrate had relied upon in directing petitioner's detention, deprived petitioner of his fundamental right, guaranteed under Article 22 (5) of the Constitution of India, to make an effective representation to the government against his detention. 

With these observations quashed the detention order passed by the District Magistrate Ramban on November 7, 2007, becomes unsustainable being violative of Article 22 (5) of the Constitution of India r/w section 13 of the J&K PSA 1978 and directed respondents to set at liberty the detenue forth with if not required in any other case. 

13 YRS ON, FATE OF MISSING MAN STILL UNKNOWN

November 11: The kin of Manzoor Ahmed Ganie of Methan, Chadoora have tried all means to trace him since his disappearance allegedly in the custody of Border Security Force (BSF) 13-years-ago, but for the prostrated legal and official procedures, all their efforts have been rendered vain.

“Some 10 years have passed when we filed a habeas corpus petition. But till now there is no clue of our son and neither have been the culprits brought to justice,” said one of the relatives of the disappeared person. Manzoor, according to his family, was picked up by a party of paramilitary BSF on April 5; 1995.The family blamed the personnel of 34 BN of BSF for lifting their son in the city outskirts. 

“He was arrested without any legal authority and detained at the Jawahar Nagar Octoroi Post while on way to work. He was conductor of a matador (JKD 8543),” Manzoor’s family said. 

Hanifa, sister of the disappeared person who filed the petition alleged that her brother was detained at Badami Bagh cantonment and subjected to torture. She also sought the identification of the authority that detained him and the whereabouts of her brother.

State High Court in April 2000 directed that the case be investigated under the supervision of Additional Sessions Judge, Srinagar. The court after a thorough probe confirmed that Manzoor was arrested by men of 34 BN of paramilitary BSF and taken to Rajbagh camp. The Union of India contested the court judgement. While filing objections, its counsel went to the extent of using bad language against the judge earning him court retribution. He later sought apology and the court inter alia said the judgement is based on recorded evidence.

“If respondents are seethed by the evidence they can not blame the judge. “The state government which was part of the respondent list despite chose to keep tight-lipped about the report. Meanwhile, in a new twist to the case a coordinate bench of the court in September 2002 called for a progress report. 

“Nothing more remains to be done at this stage by the court except that a deadline is given to police to accelerate the process of investigation.”

A long awaited preliminary enquiry by the Station House Officer, Rajbagh Police Station states, 34 BSF officials can be held responsible for the custodial disappearance of Manzoor. 

JOURNALIST ARRESTED

November 6: Police arrested seven persons, including the Greater Kashmir reporter, Sheikh Nazir, from north Kashmir’s Ganderbal district.


Family members of Nazir said the policemen raided his house and took him along. “We were later told that he has been booked under Unlawful Activities Act,” they added. Police said that Sheikh Nazir, Ghulam Jeelani Rather, Momin Rather, Muhammad Ismail and Mehrajuddin Najar have been arrested for their alleged involvement in unlawful activities under section 13/10 under FIR No. 99/08.

When contacted, the Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Ganderbal, Nisar Ahmed, said that Nazir was “instrumental in running anti-election campaign” in the area and “used to lead the demonstrations after Friday prayers.”Asked was he booked for being the reporter of Greater Kashmir, the SSP said, “His arrest has got nothing to do with the newspaper. We didn’t even know that he is working with Greater Kashmir.”

On November 8 family said that police were not allowing them to meet him. “Police is not providing us with his whereabouts, nor are we being told where he has been kept,” the family members said. They described the allegations leveled against Nazir as “baseless”. “He was arrested for representing the people of Kangan and Ganderbal,” they said. Later on 10th November Sheikh Nazir was released by the police.

On November 30, Policemen beat up the senior layout designer of same daily and damaged his vehicle at Khanyar in old city.

The GK staffer, Moshin Khan was intercepted by the policemen near Khalifabad chowk when he was on this way to office. “Two police buses were parked near the Khanyar turning. Policemen asked me to stop and I followed their instructions. Before I could disclose my identity they pounced upon me and started beating me. I shouted that I’m a GK staffer, but it hardly made any difference,” Mohsin said.

After beating him they smashed the rare glass of his car. “Curfew means that you have to stay indoors. Next time you come out in curfew we will not spare you,” Mohsin quoted policemen as saying.

Later GK team visited the Khanyar police Station and lodged a formal complaint against the assault on their staffer. The station house officer Khanyar, Nisar Ahmed said that police would register an FIR and would investigate the matter. 

However, he said that the victim would have to identity the policemen who assaulted him. When contacted divisional commissioner Kashmir Masood Samoon termed incident as unfortunate. “District administration had not imposed the curfew. They (policemen) had no reason to beat him,” he said, adding, “Matter would be probed.

POLICE SEIZE LOCAL DALIES

November 7: Two days after authorities threatened to stop government advertisements to a local daily Greater Kashmir, and a day after the arrest of its reporter in Kangan, police seized the copies of the daily and its sister publication Kashmir Uzma without citing any reasons.

The General Manager of Greater Kashmir Communications Pvt. Ltd, Rashid Makhdoomi, said the policemen snatched the newspaper copies from hawkers at Lal Chowk without giving any reason. He said as soon as the hawkers picked up the copies from Lal Chowk, policemen intercepted them at various points. After seizing the copies of GK and Uzma, the hawkers were allowed to proceed with other newspapers, Makhdoomi added. He said that in past two months this was for the third time that the copies of the two newspapers have been seized.

The Senior Superintendent of Police, Srinagar, Afadul Mujtaba expressed ignorance about the seizure, saying, “I am not aware about the matter.” However, it has been learnt that the copies were seized because this newspaper- like other newspapers- published the statement of the Coordination Committee. Why the Greater Kashmir was singled out, remains a mystery.

The government had recently sent a letter to various newspapers asking them to “refrain from publishing objectionable and seditious material.” “Failing which the government shall be constrained to take action under rules,” the letter signed by Secretary Information and not written on the official letter pad, read.

On November 21 office of a Srinagar-based bilingual daily was raided by police and copies of the newspaper seized.

Police raided the office of Kashmir Newsline daily at Exchange Road. According to the editor of the newspaper Shabir Hussain Buch, a contingent of around eight men from the police station Kothibagh raided the office on Friday at around 11.30 AM and seized copies that were to be circulated. 

“The policemen launched a swift search operation and took the copies of the Friday edition. They also laid their hands on several CDs and took them along,” Bucch said.

When contacted, police denied having raided the newspaper office. “No policemen of this station were involved in the raid,” said Parvez Ahmad, SHO Kothibagh police station. However, Buchh said he talked to the SHO over phone immediately after the raid. “We had instructions from our higher-ups to do that,” Buchh quoted the SHO as having said

BAR FILES PETITION AGAINST MEDIA GAG LETTER

November 15: The High Court Bar Association filed a petition in the High Court against the media gag letter issued by secretary information to state government to the editors of newspapers asking them to desist from publishing election boycott calls. The petition has described the letter issued by the state government through secretary information, KB Jandial as illegal, unconstitutional and mala fide in law.

 
The petition has described media scene in the state before and after the announcement of assembly elections in the state. It says the government imposed ban on the cable news channels and then lifted the same “apparently on certain terms and conditions” that have not been made public.    

 
The petition said that after gagging the electronic media, the government turned towards the print media and the secretary information issued letters to editors of the newspapers. On October 31, the secretary information issued the infamous letter to the editors. The letter had said, “It has been observed that newspapers have been publishing material which grossly violates the policy. The government has taken serious view of this tendency.” 

 
The petition filed by the Bar president Mian Abdul Qayoom has called for quashing of the letter issued by the secretary information. The decision to file the petition was taken by the High Court Bar Association last week in a meeting.  

 
The petition says that the letter to the editors has evoked great resentment in the press fraternity and the people of all shades of life including South Asia Media Commission has strongly condemned it. Referring to the judgment pass in the case of Ghulam Nabi Shaida versus state and other, the petition states that the government advertisements will be issued in a judicious manner to all local newspapers without compromising the larger interests of Government. 

 “The respondent KB Jandial is nether the government nor is he the director of Information. He cannot also call himself to be the departmental committee so as to review or update the list of newspapers for the purpose of granting advertisements. The letter issued by him in mala fide and colorable exercise of power which as such deserves to be set aside,” it states. 

 
The petition states that to hold a peaceful demonstration is also an exercise of the right of free speech and right of assemble. 

“Demonstration as held by the Supreme Court is a visible representation of the feeling or sentiments of an individual or a group when curbs are imposed in resorting to peaceful demonstration,” the petition said. 

 
The petition described the letter to editors asking them to be careful in reportage as “apparently a case of infringement of the right of free speech and assembly.” The petition described the communication as violation of article 19 (1) a as well as such liable to be set aside.”   

The petition has sought directions from the Court to that the newspapers should not be deprived of their quota of advertisements on the basis on the letter issued by the secretary communication. It has sought directions that the advertisement policy notified in terms of Government order date 26-7-1996 and 17.4.2001 should continue.

KASHMIRI DETAINEE’S LETTER REVEALS ‘MENTAL TORTURE’OF MUSLIM INMATES

A Kashmiri prisoner in Kot Balwal jail, Jammu in a secret letter to his family has accused the jail officials of tormenting Muslim inmates psychologically by desecrating religious scriptures besides routine physical torture. The detainee, Tariq Ahmad, son of Ghulam Nabi Shah of Bijbehara has sent a letter to his relatives narrating his ordeal at the hands of the jail authorities. The letter, a copy of which lies with media has been sent and signed by Tariq on November 4.

“While I was being produced before the court in Islamabad on Oct 31, I dared to complaint against the torture I was subjected to by the Jailors. In return I was subjected to worse emotional trauma when Jaagdish Manhas, the Jail officer, snatched a copy of Quran from me and threw it on ground “Tariq wrote it in a letter.

They tore apart the holy book. I tried to stop them. However, they were raging in anger and beat me remorselessly. The emotional punishment was unbearable and I broke down,” he said. The detainee writes that Jagdish Manhas, Havaldar Tilak Raj and other two sentries on August 11, hammered him mercilessly.

“I was penalized as I had complained to Jail superintendent and his deputy as prisoners were being provided sub human foods and there was no respect for Jail manual,” he said

“The beating was so ruthless that blood streaked out from my body. The wounds were deep and could not heal till the date of my hearing at Islamabad. I showed my wounds to the Judge and narrated my woes to him,” Tariq writes

“This enraged the officials and they defiled the Quran and also thrashed me,” Tariq said. He has sought action against the jailors and asked for the trial for “committing crimes against humanity.”

A spokesman of Kashmir High Court Bar Association strongly condemned the incident and said it is a reflection of plight of detainees face in different Jails within and outside the state. The spokesman said if prisoners continued to be treated like this the Bar Association would have no choice but to take corrective measures against the Jailors.

90-YR BLIND WOMAN CAN’T PERFORM HAJJ

AUTHORITIES CANCEL HER SON’S VISA

November 03:The last wish of one-eye blind Saja Begum, 90, to perform Hajj seems will remain unfulfilled as authorities have denied visa to her 54 year old son on the pretext of ‘harbouring militants’ and being an active member of Hurriyat (G). Saja Begum and her son, Ghulam Ahmad Parray, 54 were selected to perform Hajj this year. They had to leave for Jeddah on November 23. However, few days back the authorities apprised Parray that his visa has been cancelled after the CID accused him of harbouring militants and being an active member of Syed Ali Shah Geelani’s Hurriyat (G). 

“My name was in the draw of lot. I had completed every formality and submitted the due amount and underwent vaccination. I was the group leader of other four people including my mother and my serial number was 3209. We had to leave on November 23 but weeks back Hajj authorities telephoned me and told me that my visa has been cancelled,” said visibly disturbed Parray, a resident of Parray Mohalla, Hajin. 

Fearing that army dossier might have created problem for him, Parray said the army slapped section 212 against him in 2002. “The army accused me of harbouring militants but I was never proven guilty. I have never been arrested and neither am I active member of Hurriyat,” he said. 

 “I can’t understand why my visa was cancelled,” he said.

Parray said that he tried to contact DG CID Ashok Bhan along with his mother twice but the female police official did not allow them to meet the official. “She told me that my brother was an active militant since past 20 years while the reality is that he is class 4th employee in Tehsil office Sumbal.” 

Saja told that like every Muslim she too wants to visit Makkah and perform Hajj. “My joy knew no bounds after my name figured in the draw of lot. I have been crying ever since I heard that authorities have cancelled visa of my son,” she said with tears rolling down her cheek. When contacted IG CID, Farooq Ahmad told media that he does not deal with the cases. “I won’t be able to give the exact details about it. The DG CID, Ashok Bhan, who can give you the exact position of the case, is presently out of station,” he said.

CHANAPORA RESIDENTS ACCUSE CRPF TROOPERS OF TORTURE AFTER BLAST

November 3: Chanapora residents have refused the claim of the CRPF spokesman that suspected militants hurled a grenade on a CRPF camp injuring four troopers on November 3. The residents alleged that the troopers detonated some explosive device and made the blast a pretext to beat them up.  The troopers tortured a 12th Class student Irshad Ahmad Sofi and severely thrashed several civilians, the residents said.

Irshad Ahmad Sofi, son of Abdul Salam of Takipora, Old Chanapora, has been admitted in Bone and Joint Hospital Barzulla after he was tortured by the troopers, the residents said, adding, Irshad, received a dozen stitches in arm and he was operated on November 4. 

“Irshad was coming back home after attending a tutor when the blast occurred. The troopers ruthlessly tortured him and broke his arm,” said Irshad’s brother Muhammad Saleem at B&J Hospital.

“I swear by Allah that no grenade was thrown; the troopers faked the attack. They detonated some device and later let loose a reign of terror in the area. They beat up my wife, daughters, and other women in my house,” said Ghulam Nabi Sheikh, 70. Showing bruises on his body, Sheikh said, “It is terrorism. We were beaten like dogs. Troopers even didn’t spare women. The grenade blast leaves the signs behind.”

Corroborating Sheikh’s statement, Nand Lal, a pakora seller from Bihar who was also beaten, said, “The troopers without any provocation beat up the people and broke windowpanes of some shops and houses. They also beat up women.”

The residents alleged that troopers also damaged some vehicles. “My auto rickshaw number JK01J-6757 was broken by the troopers and I was also beaten. Four other Auto-rickshaws and vehicles were also damaged,” said Mushtaq Ahmad, a resident. 

The residents vowed that they wouldn’t allow any politician to enter their locality to seek votes. “If anyone dares to enter here, he will have to face the consequences. We are being treated like second class citizens and our politicians are selling us for elections,” said Abdul Rehman Dar.
ALLEGED DISAPPEARANCES 
· MISSING STUDENT TRACED IN POLICE STATION

    3 DETAINEES REARRESTED AFTER RELEASE
November 07: In a grim reminder of illegal detention of youths in the valley, a student of old city who had gone missing two months back was traced from Bandipora police station in north Kashmir. 

According to media, after their frantic efforts to trace him, family of Mansoor Ahmad Hakim, son of Abdul Ahad Hakim of Chinkran Mohalla, Habakadal came to know that he had been detained in Bandipora police station. It was revealed that Manzoor had been arrested by 51 battalion of BSF and was handed over to police station Bandipora alleging that he was arrested with some ammunition from Nusoo, Bandipora on October 17.

Police obtained remand order for Mansoor from the Chief Judicial Magistrate (CJM) Bandipora and he is presently detained in police Station, Bandipora. Mansoor’s family has filed a bail application for him.

“I am innocent. Two months back, I was arrested by some police uniform clad men. They blindfolded me and took me to an unknown place. I am a student preparing for KAS exams and I still don’t know the reason for my arrest,” Manzoor said.

· DISAPPEARANCE OF 2 SONS LEAVES FATHER TO BEG

November 26: Unable to move properly, 86-year-old, Kalm-u-din Bajard of Sumlar, Bandipora remains sitting near the window of his house overlooking the nearby forests where his two sons were taken after being picked up from their home in March 1999 by a group of masked men in uniform. They are missing since then. Bajard’s two sons Farooq, 36, and Latief, 23, were both labourers. Over the years, while moving from pillar to post to ascertain the whereabouts of his sons, Bajard developed ophthalmic and orthopedic ailments. 


Recalling the incident, Bajard said, "We tried to snatch them from kidnappers, but they beat us and forcibly took them with themselves. They are missing since then," said Bajard, adding, "I even didn't have any photograph of my sons which created so many difficulties for me while I searched for them.”


“Bajard's sons were innocent and hardworking," said Nazir Ahmed, Bajard’s neighbour, adding, "Their father became the victim of administrative and police tyranny who only wasted his time without doing any help to ascertain the whereabouts of his sons as he failed to grease their palms."

 Without any photograph, Bajard is imagining his sons in clothes, which he had bought for them just a day before their disappearance. “I remember them by kissing their clothes which they wore in front of me a day before their abduction and disappearance."


"My life is useless as my sons have been snatched from me," said Bajard amid sobs.” I approached every office and officer to help me trace my missing sons but all in vain as I am poor and failed to grease their palms,” he said, adding, "Official apathy compelled me to indulge in begging which I had never even thought of." Bajard said the local police station didn't lodge any compliant or FIR as they also sought a photograph of his sons


"I have never been helped by anybody except local Auqaf Committee. Even the department of Social Welfare didn’t help me as they also sought picture of my sons," he said.


"There is no one to earn for his family now. He was forced to beg, but keeping in view his deteriorating health, local Auqaf Committee is looking after his needs and he always remains sitting on the window looking towards forests and waiting for his disappeared sons to return," said Muhammad Ramzan who is deputed by Auqaf to look for him.  

NEWS IN BRIEF 

· ZERO TOLERANCE FOR DISSENT

November 1: Continuing its crackdown on pro-freedom leaders before the upcoming elections, the state Government booked the chairman of Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF), Muhammad Yaseen Malik, and acting chairperson of Hurriyat (G), Ghulam Nabi Sumji, under Public Safety Act and shifted them to central jail in Jammu.

Sources said Malik’s grounds of detention include organizing pro-freedom rallies, anti-election rally at Sumbal and some old cases. 

Ghulam Nabi Sumji, an acting chairman of the Hurriyat Conference (G), was arrested during a raid at party office at Rajbagh and booked under PSA. He has been shifted to Jammu Central Jail. 

On November 16 Police arrested the senior Hurriyat Conference (M) leader and chairman Jammu Kashmir Salvation Movement, Zaffar Akbar Bhat from Chanapora in city outskirts.   In a statement a JKSM spokesman said that Bhat was arrested along with several other party activists including Abdul Rouf, Jehangir Ahmad, Muzaffar Ahmad Yatoo, Imtiyaz Ahmad, Muhammad Subhan, Abdul Rashid, Bashir Ahmad, Muhammad Yousuf, Nazir Ahmad, Farooq Ahmad and Javed Iqbal. “They have been taken to some unknown destination,” the statement added. Earlier, Zaffar was placed under house arrest for the past three days.

Earlier, more than 100 Kashmiris have been booked under PSA on similar charges. 

On November 25 the High Court quashed detention of Jamiat-Ahle-Hadees president Moulana Showkat Ahmad Shah and directed the government to release him. 

· BODY OF MISSING PERSON RECOVERED
Nov 1: Police claimed to have recovered a decomposed body of a missing person from Brown forests compartment-12 of Handwara in north Kashmir. The body, which was in a decomposed condition, reduced to a mere skeleton, has been identified as 26 years old Ajaz Ahmad Bhat son of Mohammad Akbar Bhat of sodal Handwara. As per reports, Ajaz was reportedly missing since June 16 this year and was kidnapped and later killed by the unknown gunmen.
· 50 INJURED IN CLASHES

November 2: At least 50 persons were injured in the clashes between the protesters and paramilitary CRPF troopers in different parts of the Srinagar city.

Eyewitnesses said that scores of youth took to the roads at Masiuma in city center to protest against the slapping of Public Safety Act on the pro-freedom leaders including, the JKLF chief, Muhammad Yasin Malik. Policemen and paramilitary CRPF troopers who were deployed in strength in the area resorted to baton charge and fired numerous tear smoke canisters to disperse them. The youth offered stiff resistance and retaliated by pelting stones triggering clashes, which continued till late in the evening.

Official sources said that at least 50 persons were injured in the daylong clashes. “Forces exercised restraint and didn’t open fire at any place,” a police official said.

SET TO LEAVE FOR HAJJ ON NOV 7

55-YR -OLD BOOKED UNDER PSA

November 4: Abdul Gani, 55,had made all preparations to leave for holy Hajj pilgrimage on November 7 but his dream of visiting the holy cities of Makkah and Madina was shattered when he was arrested a week ahead of his departure. Police arrested Abdul Ghani Bhat son of Ghulam Ahmad Bhat of Baba Raza, Krankshivan colony on October 31 when he was returning home after offering Friday prayers.

According to official documents that were handed to his family after his arrest, Bhat was arrested and booked under PSA for being an active member of the APHC (G) and for “instigating” religious sentiments and enforcing closure of shops a few days back in the area. As per the documents, he has been booked under public Safety Act No DET/PSA/08/563 and lodged at Kathua Jail.

Abdul Gani along with four other members of his family including his 85-yr-old mother and wife had to leave for Hajj this week. Their flight for Jeddah was scheduled on November 7.His family members say arresting and preventing a person from performing religious obligations amounts to violation of religious sentiments.

MYSTERY SHROUDS DEATH OF SPO

November 4: Mystery shrouds the death of a Special Police Officer (SPO) who was found dead with head injury in Aushar Nallah near Ukhral under the jurisdiction of Police Station Banihal. The deceased SPO has been identified as Basharat Ali (number 43-SPO Doda), son of Sarfaraz Naik of Panjgarian Malothi Bhaderwah.

Police said that body of Basharat Ali who was posted as PSO with Abdul Hafiz Bhat Sarpanch of village Malothi, Bhalla in Bhaderwah was recovered from Aushar Nallah near Ukhral near Police Post Ramsoo. The victim had gone to his sister's house at Pogal Paristan in Banihal and was found dead in Nallah. The victim was suffering injuries on his head and one of his body parts was dislocated, reports added. An inquest proceeding under section 174 CrPc has been initiated. 

2 DETAINED KASHMIRI YOUTH ARE INNOCENT: CBI

November 12: The Central Bureau of Investigation has said the two Kashmiri youth, Muhammad Arif Qamar and Irshad Ali, who were arrested by the Delhi police on terror charges were innocent. The CBI on November 12 filed a closure report in the court, which would hear the case on November 27.In its report, CBI also demanded action against three police inspectors, Ravinder Tyagi, Vinay Tyagi and Subhash Bhatt, who arrested the duo from Mubarak Chowk on GT Karnal Road in north Delhi in February 2006.

Both were alleged to be militants of the Al-Badr group. In its preliminary inquiry, CBI questioned several aspects of the police probe and pointed out that statements of Special Cell sleuths contradicted one another. The CBI investigations as suggested in the first status report, had clearly pointed at a nexus between the Intelligence Bureau and the Special Cell in framing Qamar and Ali.

ARMY USED EXCESSIVE FORCE: LOCALS

November 28: The locals accused army of using excessive force during the 48 hour-long gunfight with militants in Sumlar.


“We were not allowed to come out of our homes after the encounter started. Army asked us to die with the militants,” said an elderly woman Sayeda Begum. She said, “The militants were not inside the houses, which were gutted in army shelling. The army unnecessarily fired shells on our houses”.

Another resident, Latif Khan said, “We pleaded before the army men not to initiate the blasting before we evacuate the animals from the cowsheds. They prevented us from rescuing the animals”. He alleged that the troopers pulled down the windowpanes and door of their houses and burnt them instead of firewood to keep themselves warm.



"We sent village head (numberdar) to army for negotiation but the troopers paid no heed to our pleas and set ablaze our property,” said Sayeda Begum.


Another woman, Safoora Begum said, “After killing all the militants, army set afire two more residential houses”.

The locals alleged that army attacked and beat up an elderly person Haji Abdul Hai Khan, 88, while people were trying to evacuate children during the operation. 


When contacted, CO 14 RR and Brigadier 8th Mountain Brigade refused to comment on allegations of people. SP Bandipora, Sheikh Juniad told media,"If anybody has any complaint he or she should approach police and the matter will be looked into”.
SECURITY FORCES WITNESS HIGH RATE OF HIV CASES
November 30: Officials of the paramilitary forces have expressed concern over the increasing cases of HIV/AIDS in the forces and said they were taking various steps to control the spread of the disease. 


               According to the official figures in the past few years, a tremendous increase in these cases has been noticed in the paramilitary forces, including the Border Security Force (BSF) and the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF). 

              “We have taken various measures to check the spread of the disease amongst jawans of the BSF,” said inspector-general BSF A.K. Surollia. He said though the disease had not been spread at an alarming proportion amongst the jawans posted in the state, various measures, including lectures and counselling sessions, were being taken to bring awareness amongst them. 

                 However, on the condition of anonymity, a doctor of the AIDS Control Society said the rate of the disease was spreading at an alarming rate amongst the jawans of the paramilitary forces, who had been deployed in insurgency-hit areas and rarely got chance to visit their families. He further said the jawans usually avail the service of sex workers, resulting in the spread of the disease. 
CRPF FIRES AT DEMO, YOUTH WOUNDED

November 30: The CRPF troopers fired at a pro-freedom demonstration in Nawa Kadal, wounding a youth identified as Muhammad Ashraf Bhat son of Abdul Ahad Bhat of Nawa Kadal.

 Witnesses said that after deployment was lifted this evening hundreds of youth took to the streets and shouted pro-freedom slogans, and tried to march ahead in response to Kupwara Chalo call of Coordination Committee, but CRPF troopers swooped on them and opened fire.

 
The demonstrators said the guards of a Congress candidate from Eidgah constituency, Abdul Gani Khan, joined the CRPF troopers and fired several rounds of ammunition at them.  Khan, however, denied that his guards fired at the procession.

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

· MILITANTS WILL STRIKE DURING POLLS: ARMY  

Nov 03: The army has asserted that militant would increase violent activities during election period in Jammu Kashmir.

“We feel militants would surely strike during the upcoming elections,” General Officer Commanding (GOC) Major General Kishan Singh told media on ‘Budgam Day’ commemoration. Singh said militant activities had been minimal during the past few months.

“The militants are lying low. What are they waiting for?” Singh said. “They are actually getting ready to strike during the coming elections.” He said their focus would be to minimize such attempts by militants. About their role in the coming elections, Singh said they would ensure secure environment for conducting free and fair polls.

“The election security would be taken up by other forces,” he said. “Our role is entirely different. We would keep the situation normal for conducting smooth polls.”

· MILITANTS MAY STRIKE ON POLLING DAY: DGP

Nov 15: As the campaigning for first phase of assembly elections came to an end, police said they have intelligence inputs regarding militants' intentions to strike on polling day. Three assembly constituencies of Bandipora, Gurez and Sonawari in Kashmir are going to polls in the first phase along with seven other constituencies in Jammu and Ladakh regions.

Addressing a brief press conference, director general of police (DGP) Kuldip Khoda said, "We have inputs of militant strikes. The recent grenade attacks are enough to understand that militants are not silent. The militant violence as compared to 2002 polls is very much down. It has decreased by almost 40 percent". He preferred not to elaborate upon the militant strikes saying, "It is a sensitive issue and needs not to be debated," he said.

· GOVT ADMITS KILLINGS OF 20000 DURING TURMOIL YEARS  

CS PUTS FIGURES OF COPS KILLED AT 7000

Nov 20: Stating that over 20,000 civilians, 7,000 police personnel and SPOs have died in militancy related incidents during the last two decades in the State, Chief Secretary, S S Kapur added that administrative action by police and troops has seen neutralization of 20,000 militants. He was speaking on the inauguration function of a weeklong Vertical Interaction Course (VIC) on "Tactical Preparedness for Counter Terrorism" at Sher-I-Kashmir Police Academy (SKPA), Udhampur. 

 
"The State Police which constitutes a major bulwark of the State machinery against the menace of terrorism needs to be strengthened in numbers as well as in equipment and training to meet the challenges. Most of the State police forces need to improve on cyber skills, human resource development, motivation and willingness to take risks would be crucial for our fight against terrorism," Kapur said.

· MILITANCY ON DECLINE: KHODA

Nov 26: Director General Police, Kuldeep Khoda said militancy related activities in the State had decreased gradually during the past few years. Khoda was addressing a week-long Vertical Interaction Course (VIC) on ‘Tactical Preparedness for Countering Terrorism’.  

He said that the State has been witnessing militancy for the past two decades and the subject of the course has been chosen very appropriately.

“There could be no better place to discuss the subject based on militancy under Vertical Interaction Course than J&K,” he said. Lauding the efforts of State police in coordination with troops and paramilitary troops operating in the State, the DGP said that these agencies are putting their best to deal with militancy for safeguarding Indian unity and integrity.

EXPLOSIONS
·  GRENADE ATTACK ON POLICE STATION AT LAL BAZAR; NO CASUALTY

Nov 1:Gunmen hurled a grenade on a police station at Lal Bazar on the outskirts of the city on Oct 31, official sources said. However, no one was hurt in the blast as the explosive device fell short of the target and exploded outside the boundary wall of the police station, the sources said.
·  GRENADE ATTACK IN CHANAPORA

Nov 3: Three Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel were injured when gunmen hurled a grenade at a patrol party in Chanapora area on City outskirts, police said.

Police said that gunmen hurled a grenade at 29 battalion of CRPF near old Chanapora, injuring three security personnel. One of the injured has been identified as ASI DM Guroo.

·  SOURA POLICE STATION ATTACKED

Nov 5: Gunmen fired a riffle grenade at Soura Police Station in city outskirts, police said. A police official said the device exploded near the gate of the police station. However, no one was injured in the explosion.  No militant outfit claimed the responsibility for the attack.

·  POLICE STATION ATTACKED

Nov 10: Militants fired two riffle grenades towards the Maisuma Police Station, police sources said.

The grenades exploded in the air without causing any damage. Meanwhile Lashkar-e-Toiba claimed the responsibility for the attack. The LeT spokesman Dr Abdullah Gaznavi in a telephonic statement to media claimed, “Attack was carried out by our cadres. Police suffered heavy losses.”

·  BLAST ROCKS KUPWARA, SOPORE

Nov 14: Five persons including a head constable of Counter Insurgency Kashmir were injured when unidentified persons lobbed a grenade towards a police patrol in Main Chowk Kupwara. Eyewitnesses said the grenade exploded on the roadside injuring Zaheer Khawaja, Mudasir Ahmad Mir, Ghulam Nabi Bhat, head constable CIK Ghulam Nabi and Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Mir.


A house was damaged in an IED explosion at Krankshivan Sopore. According to police, the blast took place inside the house of Javed Ahmad Najar without causing any casualty. The IED, police said, was kept in a gas cylinder by unidentified persons. The house has suffered partial damage due to the explosion. Police registered a case.

· SOPORE PS BLASTED, SHO CRITICAL

Nov 20: Suspected gunmen broke the lull in Sopore as they caused a grenade explosion inside Police Station, causing serious injuries to the Station House Officer (SHO).

A powerful blast occurred inside the Police Station at Sopore. Informed sources told media that a suspected militant, who seemed to have intruded into the residential portion of the complex and taken position well over the floor of SHO’s room, dropped a hand grenade. It exploded inside the bedroom of SHO, Inspector Shafeeq Ahmed. He got critically injured.

· NC’S SOPORE CANDIDATE SURVIVES BID ON LIFE

11-YR-OLD BOY KILLED IN GRENADE EXPLOSION, 2 ACTIVISTS INJURED

Nov 25: An 11-year year old boy was killed and two National Conference workers injured when unidentified persons lobbed a grenade towards the NC’s Sopore candidate at Gundbrath.
Eyewitnesses told media that unidentified persons lobbed a grenade towards NC candidate for Sopore constituency, Mohammad Ashraf Ganai while he was alighting from the vehicle to address his supporters at around 1.30 pm at Gundbrath, Sopore. The grenade exploded with a big bang, causing on spot death of an 11-year-old boy and injuries to two NC workers, who were evacuated to hospital. The NC candidate was escorted to safety by his security guards, who fired several rounds in air after the grenade explosion. 

The deceased boy was identified as Afaq Ahmad Ganai, class 7th student son of Ghulam Hassan of Gundbrath. The injured were NC workers and identified as Riyaz Ahmad Pandit son of Ghulam Rasool Pandit and Abdul Rahim Ganai son of Sonaullah Ganai both residents of Dangerpora Sopore. 

The incident led to the panic and people ran helter-skelter for cover. Immediately after the blast, SOG and army personnel cordoned off the area and launched combing and search operations. However, no arrests were reported. No militant group has owned the responsibility of the blast.

SUICIDES/MUTUAL KILLINGS BY TROOPS
· TROOPER ATTEMPTS SUICIDE     

Nov 1: A trooper identified as S N Dadoo belt no. 74836419-N shot at himself with his own service rifle at MSC Kupwara. He was rushed to a hospital where his condition was stated to be critical.

· SOLDIER SHOOTS SELF

Nov 11: A soldier attempted suicide by shooting self with his service rifle. According to reports, Kulbir Singh of Devigarh Arnia of 157 T, working at Army picket Kathar DITCH received critical injuries in the incident. His condition is stated to be critical.  

· BSF MAN COMMITS SUICIDE

Nov 18: A Border Security Force trooper committed suicide by shooting himself dead using his service rifle at Janbazpora Sopore camp.


Police said Janta Kumar of 74 battalion shot himself dead using his own service rifle on Nov 17.  

KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER- 08

	DATE
	SOLDIERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	NOV 01
	-
	-
	1
	-

	NOV 02
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 03
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 04
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 05
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 06
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 07
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 08
	-
	8
	-
	-

	NOV 09
	-
	2
	-
	-

	NOV 10
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 11
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 12
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 13
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 14
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 15
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 16
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 17
	3
	4
	-
	-

	NOV 18
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 19
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 20
	-
	3
	-
	-

	NOV 21
	-
	1
	-
	-

	NOV 22
	-
	-
	2
	-

	NOV 23
	-
	-
	1
	-

	NOV 24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	NOV 25
	-
	1
	2
	-

	NOV 26
	-
	-
	1
	-

	NOV 27
	-
	3
	-
	-

	NOV 28
	-
	4
	-
	-

	NOV 29
	-
	-
	1
	-

	NOV 30
	-
	-
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	3
	26
	8
	0

	                                                                           IN TOTAL
	37 KILLINGS


	Date
	Custodial and Extra judicial Killings
	Women Killed
	Children Killed
	Alleged Disappearances

	29 Nov 2008
	1
	-
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	1
	0
	0
	0


CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS

Nov 1: Police claimed to have recovered a decomposed body of a missing person identified as 26-year-old Ajaz Ahmad Bhat son of Mohammad Akbar Bhat of Sodal Handwara from Brown forests compartment-12 of Handwara in north Kashmir. Ajaz was reportedly missing since June 16 this year and was kidnapped and later killed by the unknown gunmen. Meanwhile, a trooper identified as S N Dadoo belt no. 74836419-N shot at himself with his own service rifle at MSC Kupwara.

Nov 2: At least 50 persons were injured in the clashes between the protesters and paramilitary CRPF troopers in different parts of the Srinagar city. They were protesting against the slapping of Public Safety Act on pro-freedom leaders.

Nov 3: Three Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel were injured when gunmen hurled a grenade at 29 battalion of CRPF at Chanapora area on City outskirts one of the injured has been identified as ASI DM Guroo.

Nov 4: Two Border Security Force (BSF) jawans were injured in firing of suspected intruders from across the border in Makwal area of RS Pura sub-sector.

Nov 5: Gunmen fired a riffle grenade at Soura Police Station in city outskirts, the device exploded near the gate of the police station. However, no one was injured in the explosion.

Nov 6: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Nov 7: Undeclared curfew paralyzed life in Kashmir valley for the second day. At least 10 persons were injured, when security forces burst tear smoke shells and lathicharged the protest demonstrators to disperse them at Pirbagh Hyderpora, Downtown, Batamaloo and Chattabal.The undeclared curfew was imposed by the authorities to thwart a march of Kashmir Coordination Committee (KCC) to Jamia Masjid, where KCC was to announce its programe for anti-election campaign

Nov 8: Police claimed to have killed four militants including a commander of Hizbul-Mujahideen in Bagwa area in Jammu's Doda district. The slain militants were identified as deputy divisional commander of the outfit, Muhammad Shafi alias Hashim Khan son of Abdus Salam of Kotal, Muzaffar Hussain Bhat alias Dawood R/o Wanipora, Mushtaq Ahmad Rather of village Majmi and Fida Hussain alias Jehangir R/o Top Neel.Meanwhile, army claimed to have killed four Lashkar-e-Toiba militants near line of control in Sabzian sub-sector in Poonch district. Whileas, an army soldier identified as R Thappa was injured.

Nov 9: Police claimed to have killed two militants of Harkatul- Jihadi- Islami in south Kashmir’s Islamabad district. One of the slain militants was identified as Muhammad Rafiq alias Irfan son of Kasim Kohli of Kalamsoi, Singpor Kishtwar.

Nov 10: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Nov 11: A soldier identified as Kulbir Singh of Devigarh Arnia of 157 T, working at Army picket Kathar DITCH attempted suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle. He received critical injuries in the incident.

Nov 12: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Nov 13: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Nov 14: Five persons including a head constable of Counter Insurgency Kashmir were injured when unidentified persons lobbed a grenade towards a police patrol in Main Chowk Kupwara. The injured were identified as Zaheer Khawaja, Mudasir Ahmad Mir, Ghulam Nabi Bhat, head constable CIK Ghulam Nabi and Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Mir.

Nov 15: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Nov 16: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Nov 17: Four militants and one soldier were killed in an encounter at Lachipora, near line of control. One of the slain militant was identified as Maqsood Ahmad son of Habibullah of Lachipora. The trooper was identified as Chandra Pawar (Belt No 27922661 of 7NLI). Meanwhile, a soldier was killed when militants fired towards a search party of army at Beri forests, Mendhar in Poonch district. In another incident, a BSF trooper committed suicide by shooting himself dead using his service rifle at Janbaz pora Sopore camp. He was identified as Janta Kumar of 74 battalion.

Nov 18: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Nov 19: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Nov 20: Police and Army claimed to have killed two militants of Jaish-e-Mohammad in village Daril-Vilgam, Handwara, Kupwara.The slain militants were identified as Shamsher alias Showkat Bhai and Irfan alias Abu Talib, both residents of Pakistan. Meanwhile, security forces killed one militant in an encounter at Niloosa Bijhama in Uri.

Nov 21: Police claimed to have killed an unidentified militant in an encounter at Niloosa village Bijhama Baramulla.

Nov 22: Two youth were killed and 24 people were injured by CRPF firing in Baramulla. The deceased were identified as Tanvir Ahmad Sheikh son of Ghulam Mohiudin Sheikh of Ganai Hamam, Baramulla and Mansoor Ahmad Kumar (15) son of Ali Mohammad Kumar of Khanapora, Baramulla. Some of injured were identified as Muhammad Rafiq Najar, Rafiq Ahmad Bhat, Bilal Ahmad Gojri, Ishfaq Ahmad Kumar, Riyaz Ahmad Malla, Nasreena, Mudasir Ahmad Sheikh, Tanveer Ahmad, and Abdur Rashid Ahangar.

Nov 23: Abdul Gani Ganie, 45, who was injured in police firing at Muran village on August 11, succumbed to injuries at his residence.

Nov 24: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.
Nov 25: Army claimed to have killed a newly recruited Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) ultra in Kutdhar area of Doda district. The deceased militant has been identified as Riaz Ahmed Sheikh, code Abu Qasim, son of Abdul Hamid Sheikh of Gurmul Doda.Meanwhile gunmen shot dead a civilian in Bharat area of Doda district. The deceased has been identified as Fareed Ahmed Malik, son of Nazir Ahmed Malik resident of Doda. In another incident, an 11-year year old boy was killed and two National Conference workers injured when unidentified persons lobbed a grenade towards the NC’s Sopore candidate at Gundbrath. The deceased boy was identified as Afaq Ahmad Ganai, class 7th student son of Ghulam Hassan of Gundbrath. The injured NC workers were identified as Riyaz Ahmad Pandit son of Ghulam Rasool Pandit and Abdul Rahim Ganai son of Sonaullah Ganai both residents of Dangerpora Sopore. Meanwhile, a teenager was injured when paramilitary CRPF troopers fired rubber bullets to disperse anti-election protesters at Azad Gunj in north Kashmir’s Baramulla town.

Nov 26: A person identified as Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Peer son of Muhammad Yousuf of Trehgam Kupwara who was injured in a grenade blast in north Kashmir’s Kupwara district on Nov 14, succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS Soura.

Nov 27: Three militants were killed and three houses damaged in a fierce gunfight with army in Sumlar area of Bandipora district. The identity of the slain militants and the outfit to which they owe allegiance could not be ascertained.

Nov 28: Police claimed to have killed two militants in an encounter at Awantipora in south Kashmir. Meanwhile, death toll in the Bandipora encounter in north Kashmir mounted to five with police recovering two more bodies. One of the slain militants was identified as Rayees Ahmed Wagay. Two residential houses of Lateef Khan and Bashir Khan were destroyed in the encounter.

Nov 29: Ghulam Hassan Malla, 35, son of Abdul Salam of Manihal, was arrested by the troops of 62 Rashtriya Rifles on Nov 27 from his residence and taken to the camp where he was allegedly interrogated leading to his death.

Nov 30: CRPF troopers fired at a pro-freedom demonstration in Nawa Kadal, wounding a youth identified as Muhammad Ashraf Bhat son of Abdul Ahad Bhat of Nawa Kadal.







Published by:


PUBLIC COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS





Office: The Bund, Amira Kadal, Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir


Tel: 91-194-2482820        


E-Mail: p_imroz@yahoo.co.in


Web: www.jkccs.org











PAGE  
4
The Informative Missive 
                                                                                                   November 2008


