Editorial: 

SANCTION UNDER JUDICIAL SCRUTINY

For the first time, the J&K High Court put the impunity under judicial scrutiny in Javaid Ahmad Magray’s case.  Javaid, a student of 12 standard of Sioteng, Lasjan was taken away by the army personnel of 110 Assam Regiment from his home on the night of April 30-2003. Same night he was killed in a fake encounter. His gruesome killing evoked massive protests in the area and the then state government directed then Assistant Commissioner Revenue to conduct an inquiry.  FIR No. 64/2004 under section 302, 120-B RPC in police station Nowgam was also lodged. The Assistant Commissioner, in his inquiry report indicted the army personnel for the killing without any justification. An investigation conducted by the police had also found 9 army personnel of 110 Assam Regiment responsible for the killing but thereafter nothing has been done. No charge sheet was produced in the court. 

Against the inaction of the police a writ petition was filed in the High Court. The Court had sought the status report from the state and in its report the state had apprised the court that the matter was referred by the Director General of Police J&K to the Home Department for the purpose of processing the case for obtaining sanction for prosecuting the accused, as it has been found a fit case for obtaining sanction prerequisite under section 7 of the J&K Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) 1990. Since July 19, 2007, nothing has been done by the Government of India. Javaid Ahmad’s case has two dimensions. One about the legal impunity granted under AFSPA and the other is the lack of will to prosecute the culpable army personnel, in hundreds of cases where the investigations have been completed by the state. The court exceptionally took a serious note of the matter. The state was directed to furnish a list of the cases sent for sanction to New Delhi. The list was submitted expectedly after a delay and the court on December 22, 2008 passed an order while observing that according to the state govt. from the period of 1990 to 2007, 458 cases were received by the govt. for obtaining sanction out of these 270 cases obtained sanction for the prosecution while in four cases the Union of India has rejected the sanction of prosecution and 122 cases have been referred to DGP/IG Crime and Railways for clarification but hitherto the reply of the DGP is awaited. The court directed the DG Police and Joint Secretary Defense to file an affidavit. 

In this case the whole process of sanction is under scrutiny; according to our information seldom the prosecution has been made even after obtaining the sanction as is evident in this case. The state and government of India, army authorities are repeatedly stating that the culpable officials responsible for human rights violations have been punished. Who has punished them? Where the trial has been conducted? Even there are contradictory statements from time to time made by politicians, army authorities and the state agencies. The law laid down by the Apex Court in Naga Human Rights Movement case in which the constitutional validity of AFSPA was questioned, the court had stressed upon the accountability of the armed personnel if they abuse the special powers vested in them. In Javaid’s case, it is established that even in high profile cases where it is established by statutory, administrative, judicial enquiries, despite no prosecution is being made by the state. We even doubt the authenticity of the details furnished to the court. It is so confusing and contradictory. 

The question is what prevented the state from prosecuting the culpable army officials’ even after getting the approval from New Delhi. It demonstrates completely the collapse of a system and rule of law. The case is of very significant nature in the sense that it is going to expose the contradictions of the system itself. The proactive judiciary can play important role when other wings of the state have become passive thus acquiesce in the crimes. Mr. Justice H. Imitiyaz, the only judicial activist judge like late S.M. Rizvi has the audacity to seek transparency from the executive. We otherwise lack judicial activist judges in the state of J&K. There were the judges who in past had remained active in environmental issues but for the human rights issues which is a gray area hon’ble judges think twice. The accountability from the executive will repose faith of judiciary in the people and will also give some legitimacy to the state, which it is lacking. Let us see what holds in the Javaid’s case which is likely to open the Pandora’s Box regarding the sanction. 

                                                    TROOPERS ‘RAPE’ 13-YEAR OLD

                                                                        GOVT ORDERS MAGISTERIAL PROBE
Alleged rape of a 13-year-old girl and molestation of a woman by army troopers in Kokernag village triggered massive protests on December 4. Locals said that a group of troopers from 36 Rashtriya Rifles barged into the house of Muhammad Abdul Khatana, Imam of the local Masjid, on December 3-2008 and gang-raped her daughter.

While narrating the nightmarish experience, Khatana said, “I, my wife and three minor kids were sleeping in the kitchen while my son (7), my brother in law, (also my cousin who is putting up with us) and my daughter, Fahmeeda (name changed), the victim, were sleeping in another room.”


He said that around 10:15 pm on the night of December 3, some people knocked at the door. “As I peeped through the window, I saw six troopers. Out of fear I didn’t open the door. They broke the bolt and barged into the house. First they told me that they have to search the house but when I tried to switch on the light, they reprimanded me. Then I sought their permission to light a candle, but they caught hold of me and nearly lynched me,” he said.


Khatana said that troopers locked him in one of the rooms and his wife and kids in the other room. “They also thrashed my brother-in-law, and locked him in the bathroom,” he said, adding, “After locking all of us they took my daughter Fahmeeda into the other room. Four troopers gang-raped her for an hour while the two others remained outside to guard them.” Khatana with his eyes moist said that he kept on hearing the screams of her minor daughter helplessly for nearly an hour. “We raised an alarm and few of the villagers heard our screams,” he added.


Locals said that some of the villagers ran towards Khatana’s house after hearing screams. “As the troopers saw people approaching they fled away from the spot,” they said, adding, “As we entered Khatana’s house we found the inmates locked in different rooms. Fahmeeda was lying naked in the room, unconscious with bruises all over her body.”


Locals said that they saw an army vehicle parked a few meters away from the victim’s house. “We approached them and told them that their men have raped a minor, but they denied. The troopers initially told us that they might have been militants, but when we told them that they were wearing the same uniform and carrying the same guns they had, they told us that then it might have been CRPF men,” the locals said.


Haji Mumtaz Ali, an elderly resident said that after the incident troopers approached them and intimidated the villagers to give a statement that those troopers from 36-RR were not involved in the act. “We offered resistance and refused to follow their diktats,” Ali said.


After the incident, some of the villagers called the Police Station, Kokernag, and informed them about the incident. “Police reached on the spot and took the victim along,” locals said.


Ruqaya Begum, the mother of the victim was in a shock and was crying continuously. She didn’t utter a word but pain and agony were palpable on her face. Locals said that before entering into the house of Khatana, the troopers around 9:00 pm attempted to rape one Rafeeqa (name changed), wife of Muhammad Yaqoob, but the lady offered stiff resistance and they fled away.

OFFICIALS SPEAK


When contacted, the Station House Officer, Kokernag, Nisar Ahmad said, “The medical report does not confirm that the girl has been raped, however, FIR bearing number 137/08 under section 354 and 456 RPC, 27 Arms Act has been lodged and investigations are on.”


He, however, confirmed that troopers of 36 RR as well as paramilitary CRPF troopers were deployed in the area last night. “We are ascertaining who was involved in the act,” the SHO added.

The Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP), Islamabad, Nitish Kumar said that there is no mention of rape in the written complaint lodged by the family members of the victim.


“In the written complaint they have mentioned that uniformed gunmen barged into their house and tried to molest her. Police is investigating,” Kumar added. The additional Deputy Commissioner, Islamabad, Bashir Ahmed Khan said that administration has ordered a magisterial probe into the incident. “We have asked the tehsildar to investigate the matter and submit his report within three days,” he said.


Khan, however, denied having received any medical report. “We are waiting for a written medical report from the doctors. Victim is admitted in the hospital and she is under observation,” he said, adding, “Till now it has not been established whether it’s a rape or an attempted rape. In both the cases it is a gruesome act. The accused won’t be spared.”


Khan said that police have arrested a Sumo driver in this connection. “The Sumo in which the uniformed gunmen came has been seized and investigations are on,” he said.


Army’s Srinagar based spokesman, Lt Colonel Katchari said, “We are investigating the matter. It seems CRPF was also deployed in the area.”

PROTESTS
As the word about the incident spread in the area, hundreds of people raising anti-troops slogans took to the streets demanding stern action against the erring troopers.

Policemen and paramilitary CRPF troopers who were deployed there beat up the protesters with batons and fired numerous tear smoke canisters to disperse them. In the police and CRPF action at least six persons including a minor were injured.


Former minister and senior Congress leader, Peerzada Muhammad Sayed, had to face the wrath of people when he reached there. Witnesses said as soon as the motorcade of Sayeed entered the village, angry protesters pelted stones on it and chased him away.


On December 6 Defense Ministry spokesman described the reports about rape of a 13-year-old girl by troops in south Kashmir, as false. In a statement, he said allegations of rape of a minor girl by 36 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) at Dandipora are totally false. He said even the statement of Station House Officer (SHO) of police station Kokernag, Nisar Ahmad read medical report does not confirm that the girl was raped as was reported in the press.

Spokesman said a group of eight village elders, including parents and other relatives of the girl during their interaction with the Commanding Officer (CO) of the battalion on Dec 5, denied that the girl was raped or molested as was being alleged. This, he said, was confirmed by Block Medical Officer, Kokernag.

POLICE, CRPF KILL STUDENT IN ANTI-POLL DEMO

Panic had gripped the Koil village of Pulwama District since early morning of polling day December 13 after SOG personnel and CRPF troopers entered the houses, allegedly threatening people to vote. The villagers including women had assembled on the roads. Rashid Ahmad, a local said they heard four to five gunshots at 8 am and soon after the SOG personnel and CRPF troopers barged into some houses asking people to come out to vote. “It was peaceful till they entered into our houses,” Rashid said. He said the extreme provocation prompted them to assemble on road near the Masjid. 

“Soon after a group of SOG personnel, policemen and CRPF troopers reached on the spot and resorted to baton charging,” Rashid, 60, said. They fired hundreds of bullets and several tear gas canisters in air to disperse the villagers, another local Muzaffar Hussain said. “But we stayed united fearing if we will return to our houses, the troopers will thrash us,” Muzaffar said. He said the troopers and SOG personnel provoked them to pelt stones. 

“From a group of CRPF personnel, an aged trooper first started pelting stones forcing our youth to retaliate,” Muzaffar said.

The stone pelting had continued for 20 minutes. “As more people joined the protests another contingent of troopers joined by the SOG personnel reached the spot at around 11 am. They started thrashing everybody including women. Failing to disperse us, they entered our houses and damaged the window panes and doors and scattered household items,” Ghulam Qadir said. The troopers had broken the windowpanes and a door of his house. “They even beat my two daughters,” said Qadir’s wife, Haja Begum amid sobs.


He said the firing continued till 11:30 am. “The troopers and the SOG fired hundreds of bullets in air. Failing to disperse us and after running short of ammunition, they left the spot and protestors were pacified,” Qadir said.


Shakeel Ahmad said at around 12 pm another contingent of CRPF and police rushed to the spot. He said the villagers were peacefully sitting on the roadsides and shop vends. “But the CRPF and SOG personnel party opened fire on a group of people without any provocation injuring three youth,” he said.

The injured were identified as Muzaffar Mushtaq son of Mushtaq Ahmad Ganai, Muhammad Ayub Kumar son of Ghulam Muhammad Kumar and Zeeshan Ali son of Ali Muhammad.  


The injured youth were rushed to the district hospital where from they were shifted to the SMHS hospital in Srinagar, some 60 kms from Pulwama. Doctors in SMHS declared Muzaffar, 21, brought dead. Zeeshan was operated upon and a part of his ruptured intestine was removed. However doctors termed his and Kumar’s conditions as stable. Residents termed the firing as unprovoked and targeted.


At 1 pm the whole village had came out on the roads and anger was visible on every face. Men and youth were waiting for the body of Muzaffar to bury it. Inside the house of slain Muzaffar, hundreds of wailing women had gathered. They were trying to console the family members. But tears were trickling down from every face. 


Barely 50 meters away from the house, a grave was being prepared for Muzaffar in the martyrs’ graveyard. “Muzaffar is the 13th martyr of the village,” said Shabir Ahmad. His friend added that Muzaffar had secured distinction in the 10th and 12th class.

MAGISTERIAL PROBE

The Jammu and Kashmir Government ordered an inquiry into the incident of violence at Koil, According to official Spokesman, Principal Secretary Home, Khursheed Ahmed Ganai, will conduct the inquiry into the incident of violence at the Koil village, which resulted in the death of one person and injuries to some others. The inquiry shall be completed within ten days and report submitted to the Government by 26th December 2008, the spokesman said.

Divisional commissioner Masud Samoon on December 13 said that the government has ordered magisterial inquiry into the killing of Muzaffar. “We have ordered a magisterial inquiry into the killing. Deputy Commissioner Pulwama has been ordered to submit a detailed report within 15 days,” Samoon said.

                                                                  FOLLOW UP

SHOPIAN GIRL CAUSED MALLA’S CUSTODIAL DEATH

In a startling revelation, Rafiqa, wife of Ghulam Hassan Malla who was killed by Army in Nov 2008, after arresting him, disclosed that her husband was killed in a reprisal as her husband had raised objection at one of the trooper of 62 RR after finding him teasing a village girl working in her orchard.

“I was with my husband when the trooper belonging to Rashtriya Rifle camp came and threatened my husband to kill him and on the very next day the troopers’ clamped crackdown in the village and arrested him,” Rafiqa said.


Ghulam Hassan Malla of Maniyal was killed by the 62 RR during interrogation on November 25. The custodial killing of Malla by Army had evoked massive protests in the area and the residents of Maniyal Shopian had also attacked the camp of Army’s 62 Rashtriya Rifles at Imam Sahib in the evening. 


 Rafiqa said that her deceased husband went to an orchard around 8:30 am in the morning for pruning the apple trees. “After few hours when I went to orchard to provide tea to my husband, I found him quarrelling with a trooper and few meters away an unknown girl in an objectionable position was hiding herself,” she said.


When asked about the incident, Rafiqa said that a girl in the compromising position with the trooper had irked her husband and he began to censure her for the act. “In no time the trooper started quarrelling with my husband and before leaving the place with the girl, trooper threatened to kill him”, she said.


According to Rafiqa, troopers of Maniyal camp sieged the area on November 25 and after searching few household caught hold of Mohammad Hassan Malla and took him to the camp. “The troopers promised to release him soon but only his dead body was sent back,” she said amid tears. The villagers were waiting till 9.30 pm outside the camp requesting for the release of Malla. “Troopers took inside my 8 year daughter to meet her father and promised her of releasing him soon,” she said.


She said that troopers called upon the headman of the village on the next day and told him that Ghulam Hassan died in the intervening night of 25 - 26 November due to gas leakage. She said that troopers even told him that they would provide job to her wife and free education to his children if they would remain silent over the issue. Ghulam Hassan was the only male member in family after his father’s death when he was just 6 years of age. “As soon as the rumors of the death of Malla spread, people took to streets and started protesting against the army,” she said.


The case has been registered against the army under FIR no 93/08 in the police station Zainapora. Maqbool Ahmad, Station House Officer of Zainapora police station, when asked about the revelations made by the wife of deceased, he said that he is himself investigating the case and so far he has not come to know about the involvement of any girl in the case.“The investigation will be carried out against the custodial death of the Malla and those found guilty, legal action will be taken against him,” said Maqbool.

PRO-FREEDOM DEMOS ROCK OLD CITY, 20 INJURED

At least 20 persons including five policemen were injured in violent clashes between pro-freedom protesters and troopers at Nowhatta and its adjoining areas in Old City of Srinagar on December 26. Hundreds of peoples after offering prayers at Jamia Masjid assembled at Nowhatta Chowk and shouting pro-freedom and anti-election slogans tried to march towards Rainawari but police stopped them and fired dozens of tear smoke shells. 

The CRPF troopers fired several tear smoke shells from an armored vehicle while chasing away the protesters. Eyewitnesses said a tear smoke shell hit face of a boy. “Blood oozed from his face… he was crying with pain. Some youth rushed him to hospital,” eyewitness said. 

In the meantime, more people joined the protests and dispersed in groups pelting stones at the troopers and police from lanes of Gojwara, Rajouri Kadal and Nowhatta. In the clashes at least 20 persons, including five cops were injured.

The locals accused the CRPF troopers of smashing windowpanes of many residential areas at Nowhatta and thrashing the pedestrians. Pertinently, it was after over a month that pro-freedom protests were held at Nowhatta and its adjoining areas as authorities imposed undeclared curfew on December 26 to thwart the demonstrations. Nowhatta has been witnessing pro-freedom demonstrations and violent clashes during the past over four months. At least five youth have been killed and hundreds injured, mostly in retaliatory fire by the troops during these clashes.

The Superintendent of Police (North) Abdul Waheed said five cops were injured in the clashes. “It was a massive procession and the protesters resorted to heavy pelting of our cops injuring five of them,” the SP said.

The Senior Superintendent of Police, Srinagar, Syed Afadul Mujtaba said, “We had not deployed large number of cops or imposed restrictions at Nowhatta as there was no call for protests after Friday prayers. Despite heavy stone pelting, injuries and intense provocation, our men exercised maximum restraint to avoid any loss of life or damage to property. Later we managed to disperse the protesters and control the situation from escalation,” the SSP said.

                                                        VICTIMS TO HEALERS

A PSYCHO-MORAL SUPPORT WORKSHOP TO COUNSEL THE VICTIMS OF ENFORCED OR INVOLUNTARY DISAPPEARANCES
APDP organized a workshop in collaboration with Medicine Sans Frontier (MSF), an international organization working on mental health in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. 10 members of APDP, Many experts from MSF, Clinical Psychologist SKIM, and members of APDP participated in the programme. 

The programme was divided into two sessions. The first session was commenced by Health Officer, Miss Judi. While encouraging victims, Judi said, “It is wonderful that relatives of disappeared have associated themselves in the form of APDP and are fighting for the justices and to ascertain the whereabouts of their dear ones who have been disappeared for years.”  

Judi further said, “Victims can prove best counselors. As they can listen to other victim’s stories, hence allow them to express their feelings. Victims counselor can offer them support by giving suggestions that how they cope with the depression and other problems.”

          “The tragedy of disappearance is so worse that many victims refuse to believe that their family has met with such incidents. It seems more like a nightmare for them. Many victims get angry on small issues; they seem depressed and disinteresting in life. Such victims demand professional help,” added Ms Judi.

IMPACT OF PREVIOUS REHABLITATION PROGRAMMES:

The counselors discussed about previous workshops and invited participant’s opinions about previous workshops and goodwill from them. Many trained victims expressed their experiences and wishes as under:

Mohammad Yaseen Malik, an executive member of APDP said, “The victims not only suffer from depression, they also get other disorders which could not be cured by counseling only, there is also need of medical diagnosis for such victims. We should be taught with more skills so that we will become proficient in supporting others.”

Ghulam Nabi Lone of Uri and Ms. Shaheena requested that such workshops should be organized twice in a year so that there would be a constant process of helping victims to overcome their poignant trauma. Both the executives articulated that the previous workshop proved noteworthy for the trauma-ridden families of the disappeared.

Another young member of APDP, Shabnam Jan, whose brother disappeared, expressed, “Last year’s rehabilitation programme trained me and encouraged me a lot. My father was very much distressed but I guided him with some methods, which were taught to us by psychotherapists last year. The techniques in fact help him to a great extent to come out of distress and now a day he feels better.”
MSF counselors, Mr. Bahzad and Ms Iffat, discussed about symptoms of mental disorders and methods of coping with circumstances. The counselors narrated that there are four categories of symptoms among the mentally unsteady and traumatic patients. They labeled them as ‘Physical Symptoms’ ‘Emotional Symptoms’ ‘Cognitive Symptoms’ and ‘Behavioral Symptoms’.

While talking about physical and emotional symptoms, counselors said that victims often complaint about headache, cardiac pain, heart palpitation etc. These are the symptoms of depression. Many times victims also remain absent minded, unconscious and weep without any reason.

They discussed cognitive symptoms in victims as ‘poor memory’ and ‘pessimism’. “Many times victims blame themselves for those unpleasant incidents”, said counselors. Speaking about Behavioral symptoms counselors said that several changes can be seen in victim’s behavior like expresses anger and hatred on minor issues. Hence become intolerable and prefer to remain in solitude 

While delivering about the coping methods Bahjad and Iffat said that before counseling a victim we must keep three things in mind: ‘Individualism’, ‘Psycho-educate a person’ and ‘Body mind relationship’. Before counseling a patient or victim we must make sure following things

(1) Active Listening to the victim as must be patient listeners. 

(2) We should provide victim a chance to speak out at ease.

(3) We should assure confidentiality to the victim and sympathize that we understand his or her problem and would help them to get rid their ailments. 

(4) We first have to understand victim’s problems only then we should go for available remedies and suggestions.

(5) Keeping in view the problems of victims we must advice appropriate remedies and suggestions.

(6) Suggestions to the victims and patients:

· Patients are to be advised that they should keep themselves engaged in one or the other work and should avoid solitude.

· A trauma patient is to be suggested to make regular visits to their relatives and friends houses in order to avert their grief.

· Taking part in sports and other games can also be helpful to mitigate the stress level.

· If victim’s problems are not understood, he or she must be suggested to visit a professional psychiatrist or counselor who could give proper attention to him and can prescribe medicinal help after proper diagnosis. 

· A victim must be inculcated to think positively and to create power of tolerance.

· A traumatic victim should sit together with other family members and should share ideas and experience with them.

· We have to make victims understood the results of good thinking and bad thinking and should advice for good thinking.

The above techniques and suggestions were taught to the participants so that they can heal their corresponding victims and other persons of same disorders. 

Dr Muzaffar Khan, Consultant Clinical Psychologist of Kashmir – patronized the second session of the programme. He started the session with an interaction with participants and listened to their experiences. The participants while sharing their problems informed Dr Muzaffar about various problems which they fall upon while counseling their counterparts. 

Muzaffar said, “There are only 18 psychiatrists in Kashmir and patients of psychological disorders are not well aware about the psychological problems. Whenever the patients observe the symptoms they prefer to visit saints more than hospital or doctors. APDP members can play a significant role in helping psychological disorder patients by letting them to know that trauma can be only treated by proper counseling and medicines”.  

Muzaffar said that there are some miscreants in society who are trying to exploit psychologically disturbed people. Either they let them to become drug addict or use them in criminal activities. Therefore, whenever trained victim cum counselor met with any such victim suggest him to consult a professional psychiatrist or hospital.  

Besides that Dr Muzaffar instructed the participants some relaxation techniques and advice them to practice these techniques at their house. He prescribed that the relaxation techniques can be of great help for the mentally disturbed people. At the end of the session all participants thanked experts for their valuable comments and suggestions 

TWO DECADES PASSED, WHEREABOUTS OF A COLLIE STILL MYSTERY


Two decades have passed the whereabouts of a collie; Abdul Razak Reshi resident of Badarkote Tangmarg is yet to be known. Razak was working with HAL; Army camp posted in Gulmarg and disappeared on May 11, 1989. Crime Investigation Department claimed Razak joined a militant outfit and hence absconded, however family refuted the claim and believed Razak had nothing to do with militancy. He was a permanent collie and had been working with army for five years.


Family said that they saw Razak last time on May 11, 1989, since then his whereabouts are not known. “In the first week of May 1989 Razak had come to home to spend his vacations. After vacations ended he left back to his work place in Gulmarg but couldn’t arrive there,” said Rafiqa Razak’s wife. The family came to know about Razak’s disappearance only after when they tried to contact him in Gulmarg. However, Razak’s colleagues informed them that he didn’t arrive to Gulmarg then.


Soon after that Razak’s family approached HAL army camp Gulmarg where an army Major told them that Razak did not return to work after he left for vacations. The officer further told the family that militants might have arrested Razak. 

           Razak’s relatives searched Razak incessantly for three years, but could not ascertain his whereabouts. On July 28, 1993 they approached police station Tangmarg and filed his missing report.

         Razak had two minor kids when he disappeared. To raise and educate them Rafiqa married to Razak’s brother Abdul Ahad Rishi and presently his both children are studying.

         Even after nineteen years have been passed state police didn’t succeeded in tracing Razak., “Whenever we visit authorities of Tangmarg police station, we always come back with reply that the investigation is still going on,” said Rafiqa.

        Recently Abdul Ahad and Rafeeqa visited the Deputy Commissioners office Baramulla in order seeks their help and intervention into the matter of Razak’s disappearance.  But amazingly after going through the records the officials of DC office, Baramulla told them that the CID department has already submitted a report in this case, which stated that Abdul Razak was a militant of Hizbul Mujahideen outfit. He had joined his group and hence absconded. The report shocked the family. They refuted the details given by CID department. They said that Razak had no involvement in any militant outfit and was regular on his duty. Being poor and ignorant Razak’s family is unable to file a case against his disappearance in court. 

TORTURE TESTIMONIAL

Name: Abdul Rasheed Beigh

S/O: Ghulam Rasool.

R/o: Dangerpora, Sopore.

Occupation: Fruit Business.

Age: 40 years.

Militant/ Civilian: Militant.

Abdul Rasheed crossed LOC in 1989 for arms training and returned to valley in 1991. After remaining active with Al-jihad outfit for about three years he was arrested in 1993 by 5-Guard regiment during a raid in Saidpora, village of Sopore town. He was kept in different military camps and jails for about one year where he was continuously tortured. 


While narrating torture testimonial Rashid said, “After the village was raided by army where I was hidden, I tried to flee but on the way I was identified and trapped. They started torturing me at the very spot. They took me into the nearby orchard and stripped off my all clothes. They beat me with bamboo sticks and gun butts all over the body nearly for half an hour. Later pushed my head into a water bucket several times and keep it inside the bucket for two to three minutes. After that they dragged me into the vehicle and whisked me away to Sopore camp (Ganjoo House). They kept me there for 20 days and tortured daily four times in 24 hours. On reaching camp they first blindfolded me and tied my hands and legs. They beat me ruthlessly and applied heavy roller over my legs pressed down by several men on both sides. They also applied electric current to my ear lobules, private parts, toes and fingers with their portable machine. They later in the same condition put me into the small cell where it was difficult to breath and too narrow to stretch the legs properly. Next morning when they tortured me again I gave my weapon to them so as to get some relief in the torture. But they did not stop torturing me even after that. They put me again into the cell for continuous seven days and took me out for torture only. For continuous 20 days I was beaten, given electric current, kept naked, suspended from the ceiling upside down, and given scant food for the survival only. They tortured me for further weapon and other details of my companions.”


 Rashid said, “During the time my family was not allowed to meet me and I was never taken to doctor or given any pain relief medicine. From here I was later shifted to JIC Baramulla for six months. Here I was tortured and interrogated by CID agencies once in a week. Here I was also taken several times to the doctor who gave me some medicine. The biggest problem there was accommodation. There some 200 boys were put into very less spacious room. We could not stretch our legs fully so we used to lean on one another.  Here my family was first allowed to meet me. From here I was shifted to Kot Bhulwal for 8 months and then to Hiranagar for 4 months and then to JIC Baramulla again for 6 days where from I was released.”


“During the jail terms I was never beaten by anybody except once when we all were beaten inside the jail and kept closed into the barracks for a week. Actually few days before that Jaish Muhammed chief, Azar Masood was shifted to the same jail where he came to us and asked for our support to demonstrate as he said that he was forced to give the statement before media that there was terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir. One day he was taken out to give the statement, we all came out of out barracks and rose anti-India and pro freedom slogans in order to prevent them to take him. They later resorted to heavy baton charge and even fired upon us in which one of our companions, Naveed Hakeem was martyred. When situation worsen they later imposed curfew in the jail and we all our kept locked into the barracks for a week,” said Rashid.


"After I was released I was forced by the army to report every week at different camps that fall in our area. During reporting I was forced to do several laborious works inside the camp and was beaten on trivial pretexts. Once I along with other ex-militants had to report seven times in a single day at Warpora, Sopore camp. Besides that several times during winters we were stripped, forced to go into the frozen stream and were simultaneously beaten in the same camp,” added Rashid. 


“After my release I was once again picked up by Mahant regiment of Dangerpora camp at midnight from my home (Date, month and year not mentioned by victim) and was detained for one day. They beat me there and forced me to take fifty rupee note in return of becoming their informer. Next day I was again called by them and was asked to provide information about other militants. I did not have any information, as I was not involved with armed struggle then. When I did not agree to become an informer they beat me again and released me later,” said Rashid.


“The torture, I was subjected to has adverse effect on my health. I am unable to do any heavy physical work these days and have constant back and knee pain.”  

Name: Abdul Rasheed Lone.

S/O: Abdul Gani Lone.

R/O:  Nowpora, Wagoora.

Occupation: Shopkeeper. 

Age: 30 years.

Militant/Civilian: Civilian.


Abdul Rasheed went to Muzaffarabad (POK) for arms training in 1992 and returned after two months. After remaining active with Al Jihad outfit for about three years he was arrested in 1996 by 27 Rajput Regiment at his native village during crackdown. He was identified in the parade and taken to different army camps where Rasheed claims that he was tortured. 

              Rasheed said, “After I was identified in parade during crack down they took me into the nearby apple orchard and tortured me severely from 11.00 am to 5:00 pm. They first stripped me naked and suspended me from the tree branch and beat me with spiky leather belt all over the body. After an hour they put me down and dunked my head into the water having chili powder mixed with it. They would keep my head into the water for about 3 minutes and pull it after I was close to death. They did the same for about two hours. They later applied electric current to my private and other body parts. After that in the evening they blindfolded me and took me away to Sopore, Gunjoo House camp where I was detained for one month. One reaching there, RR personnel beat me again with leather belts for about an hour due to which my whole body was injured.  
After that they inserted petrol mixed with chili powder into my rectum and put me into the cell for 48 hours. The cell was so tight that it was impossible to stretch the legs fully or sit properly. The cell was closed from everywhere and it was difficult take breath there. After that I was shifted to another small room (10x12 feet) along with some 22 other detainees. We used to lean on one another in turns. Four times everyday I was taken for interrogation. During torture, I was beaten continuously with the leather belt having ‘Bolta Rahay’ (Kept saying) written on it. Electric current with portable machine was several times applied to different body parts and roller was applied over legs and back every time.  They tortured me for my weapon but I did not possess it. I had handed it over to my outfit few days before my arrest. I was given very scant food, two breads and small bowl of pulses was our daily food. I was getting weak and my wounds were getting severity by every passing day. I was never taken to doctor or given any medicine. My family was allowed to meet me only once after 22 days of my arrest. As my condition was deteriorating by every passing day I was released from there after one month. It took me six months to recuperate my health. After my release for about three months I was not able to walk. I did not join any militant outfit again and was not arrested after that.” 


Rasheed further said, “However, only after two months I was called by the army at Phutkah camp to report them and after that it became a routine to report them every week there. The reporting was later on shifted to other camps of the area. I reported almost every army camp of the area- Delina, Choora, Wagoora, Hamray, Kreeri and Bulgam. During reporting I was harassed and beaten several times and was forced to do laborious works like cutting grass, cleaning drains and bath rooms, breaking charcoals etc. in the camps. If anybody among we people (ex-militants) fail to report some day, we were harassed or beaten later. Once I could not report on the ordered day at Puthkah camp, the army led by Major Verma that day in evening came to my home and beat all my family members and ransacked all the house hold items. They mixed all the food items together.  Once again on Eid-ul-Azha we all ex- militants in the area were informed to report at Bulgam camp in one hour. It was not possible to reach there in that short period of time. As we reached late we all were then forced to run about 3 km long distance in one hour.  Some elderly persons among us could not finish it in time; they were later beaten severely by them. These days I have to report at Puthkah camp every month.” 


Rasheed revealed, “I have developed several health problems due to torture I was subjected to. I am unable to do any physical work these days. My family is living under poverty I am unable to do any work. Now I have started a shop in my own village but it difficult to make both the ends meet.”        
SHOWKAT SHAH RECALLS HIS ORDEAL IN KATHUA JAIL

Narrating his ordeal, Jamiat-e-Ahlihadees President, Maulana Showkat Ahmad Shah who was released on Dec 25, after 51 days of imprisonment said the condition of Kashmiri detainees in Kathua Jail is pitiable. Shah was arrested on October 6 under Public Safety Act (PSA) for “anti-election campaigning” and was later shifted to Kathua Jail on November 6.

“Detention of a Kashmiri gives the authorities of Kathua Jail a psychological relief and they try their best to agonize them,” Shah said while speaking to media soon after his release.

“I was first at Kathua Jail and was later shifted to Baramulla Sub Jail. While at Baramulla Jail, I felt like home and I was provided due medical care. In contrast, at Kathua Jail it was a horrible experience. The Jail authorities are so ruthless. They beat Kashmiri detainees like animals,” he added.

Shah said that though he was not beaten, but he felt for those who kept crying out of pain for the whole day and sometimes in the middle of the night. He said there are no medical facilities available there and “quacks” treat the detainees.

“When I was at SKIMS, the authorities took me away forcibly due to tremendous pressure on them otherwise I was not in a condition to be imprisoned. I was promised due medical care, but once I reached there my health started deteriorating further. Except for one day when I was taken to GMC Jammu for medical check up, which later turned to be futile exercise as there was a strike that day, I received no medical care inside Kathua jail,” Shah said.” That day I realized the plight of Kashmiris detained there,” he added.

“There are no doctors in the jail so once a Pharmacist who used to check the blood pressure of the detainees came to see me. I asked him whether he had taken any formal training for it. To my utter surprise he retorted: Kashmiriyoon Ko Sab Kuch Chalta Hai (Anything is good for Kashmiris),” Shah said.

Describing Kathua Jail as “Abu Ghraib Prison” of the State, Shah said that it is difficult for the relatives of the prisoners to reach there.


“It is a mental torture for the relatives of detainees to visit the place. It is more than 100 kilometers away from Jammu and there is no human habitation around. It seems that you are visiting a hell where from there seems no chance of return,” he added.

“I was released after the government completed the show of elections. Otherwise the PSA against me was quashed by the High Court earlier. They (authorities) would have experienced what pro-freedom leaders can do if they allowed us to move like pro-election leaders,” he said while praying for the immediate release of Kashmiris languishing in different jails.


POLICE CRACKDOWN ON MEDIA CONTINUES

With few days left for Srinagar city to go for polls, Police sent a strong message to media in Kashmir Valley on December 19 by arresting a photographer Aman Farooq from a local daily in old city. 

Paramilitary CRPF troopers had detained Aman for more than four hours on December 18 near Kawadara in old city when he was covering a protest demonstration there. The troopers were asking him to delete the photographs he had taken. Aman refused to follow their diktats. Later Aman called up the office and informed the desk. He was released after the intervention of the officials of Police Media Cell. However, the CRPF troopers and policemen had threatened Aman of dire consequences if the photos taken by him get published.

Aman didn’t pay any heed towards the threats and submitted the photographs he had clicked. The photograph about troopers using slingshot to disperse the protesters at Kawdara was published in Friday’s issue of local daily (Greater Kashmir and Kashmir Uzma).

When local daily ‘Greater Kashmir’ team visited the Safa Kadal Police Station to meet him, he was not in the lockup. Policemen said that he has been taken to the hospital. Nearly after hour’s wait Aman tied with chains and handcuffs arrived in the Police Station. “I met with an accident near Eidgah and after that police detained me,” these were the only words that Aman could utter as policemen didn’t allow the GK staff members to interact with him. 

Aman has been performing his professional duties despite repeated threats. Police had threatened him of dire consequences when the photograph of a police official firing towards a youth during land agitation in old city was published earlier this year.

In past six months many photographs of policemen beating the unarmed protesters during recent demonstrations clicked by Aman have been published in GK and Kashmir Uzma.

Aman in August this year had helped people destroy six thousand bottles of Corex. Aman has been beaten by police and troops on many occasions in past six months.

The Photo Editor of Greater Kashmir, Habib Naqash, termed Aman’s arrest as a part of pressure tactics applied by the government to stop journalists from performing their professional duties. “We were beaten to pulp in Sopore when were covering a protest outside a polling booth earlier this month,” he said.

Three photojournalists Mukthair Khan, Tauseef Mustafa sustained critical injuries in the assault. 

Kashmir Photo Journalists Association has condemned Aman’s arrest and warned the governor’s administration if the arbitrary reprisal measures against media persons are not stopped forthwith, the Association will be forced to adopt agitational path and boycott the administration and the entire political process which has gone smoothly so far with the active support of the media.

However, Police has concocted a story to frame Aman and he continues to be under detention in Safa Kadal police station. When contacted Inspector General of Police, Kashmir Zone, Dr. B Sriniwas said, “I’m in a meeting and will call you back.”

JOURNALISTS AND JKCCS VOLUTEERS THRASHED FOR REPORTING ANTI-POLL PROTEST

Police and CRPF men beat a group of journalists and JKCCS volunteers who were covering the poll proceedings during the fourth phase of assembly elections in the Arampora, Sopore on December 7. They allegedly broke the precious equipment that journalists and activists were carrying including PD 150, digital cameras and tape recorders. 

While monitoring election process in Sopore, JKCCS volunteer Imtiyaz Ahmad said that while they were covering an anti election protest in Arampora when police and CRPF personnel start first beating protestors and then media personnel. Imtiyaz said, “The whole incident took place in presences of ASP Sopore B S Tuti who ordered police personnel to dispersed protestors. He also warned reports and photo journalists not to cover the protest.” But when they refused to oblige police and CRPF thrashed them, added Imtiyaz.   

Though Imtiyaz and many other journalists managed to escape however JKCCS visual communicator Sameer Ashraf and other two photo journalist Mukhtar Khan of Associated Press and Tauseef Mustafa of AFP were beaten ruthlessly. Sammer said, “I was shooting the protest when CRPF men thrashed me. They hit me with gun butts and broke my PD 150 camera.” Sameer also received some major injuries on his arms back and chest. 

Afzal Sofi, PCHR researcher said, “I was not present on the spot when I came to know about the incident I went to look for my colleagues, I saw two severely injured photojournalists lying on ground. I took and bored them in vehicle later they were taken to hospital for treatment.” 

Later the journalists approached DIG North Kashmir Abdul Gani Mir who assured them to take serous note against the guilty officers. DIG also visited the injured photojournalists who were admitted that time in hospital. 

 An FIR has also been lodged against the accused police personnel under FIR No. 307/08 under section 427, 341, 307 and 392 Cr PC in Sopore police station.

Journalists later take up the issue of the inhuman treatment meted out to them with the Inspector General of Police, Dr B Srinivasan. The letter vide an order No: 602/08 issued instructions to investigate into the matter and produce the report within week’s time, the report said. DIG (South Kashmir), Abdul Gani Mir has been appointed as investigating officer in this regard. 

Pertinently the erring police and CRPF troopers had reportedly told the senior police officers that “they beat up the journalists after they instigated the crowd to raise anti-election slogans in Sopore.”

PHOTOJOURNALISTS TO BOYCOTT POLICE, CRPF FUNCTIONS

 ARREST EVOKES CONDEMNATION

December 20: Outraged over the repeated attacks on photojournalists, the Kashmir Press Photographers’ Association decided to boycott all the official functions of Police and CRPF, as a mark of protest. In a statement, the president of KPPA, Farooq Khan, said that decision about boycotting the official functions was taken during an emergency meeting of the association held here. 


“In order to register our protest, we have decided not to cover any official function of the state police and CRPF till the officials responsible for beating media persons, mostly photo journalists are punished,” Khan said.


The association condemned the arrest of GK photojournalist Aman Farooq, who was arrested by police in old city on 19th December. “Aman was caught by police and detained for 16 hours. His crime was that he had clicked a picture that showed unconventional methods of mob management by paramilitary CRPF men,” 

Khan said that during the ongoing elections scores of photojournalists were beaten, abused and detained by police without any provocation. As many as a dozen photojournalists and reporters—working with various national and international news organizations—were ruthlessly beaten in Sopore when they were covering anti-election protests. Apart from the serious injuries, their equipment was also damaged in the incident, he said, adding that police had registered an FIR but there was no follow-up action.


Two media persons were also injured on the polling day in Pulwama when they were covering protests against the killing of a youth. A young cameraman Abid Nabi was ruthlessly beaten by CRPF and policemen in Nawa Kadal with many injuries; he was hospitalized and is still bed-ridden. Police refused to register an FIR, he added.


We the photojournalists, express our grave concern over the deliberate attempts of the security agencies in preventing us from performing our professional duties, Khan said adding we were being abused, physically beaten and even detained without any provocation.


The association has expressed grave concern over what it termed as the “lackadaisical attitude exhibited by the governor’s administration while dealing with such issues.” “While resorting to the highhandedness and media gagging, the security agencies are enjoying full support of the government,”


Meanwhile, the Kashmir Press Association has also condemned the arrest of Aman. The president of the association, Ghulam Hassan Kaloo, termed the arrest as “high-handed and unwarranted.”


“For the many months now, police and paramilitary troopers are repeatedly attacking and arresting the photojournalists and reporters,” he said. The working journalists’ association, Kashmir has also condemned Aman’s arrest. “It is a ploy to curb the freedom of the press and an attempt to stop journalists from discharging their professional duties objectively,” president of the association, Tariq Ali Mir said.


He said that if the police and paramilitary troopers didn’t desist from attacking media, they would take to streets and boycott all official functions.

CRPF, POLICE RANSACK SCRIBE’S HOUSE

BEAT HIS DAUGHTER
December 24: Continuing with the crackdown on the fourth pillar of democracy, CRPF and police personnel ransacked the house of a local journalist, Qayoom Zulfi as they went berserk after youth pelted stones on polling staff and the troopers in the evening.


According to eye-witnesses, youth at Syed Ali Akbar, Fateh Kadal pelted stones on polling staff, CRPF and policemen when they were returning from respective polling booths. They said within 15 minutes a police party along with CRPF personnel led by SHO Ghulam Mohi-ud-din barged into Zulfi’s house and ransacked the belongings. The policemen allegedly beat his daughter Rayeesa Qayoom, a class 12th student who was busy cooking meals in the kitchen at the time. She received blow of a gun butt on her mouth after which she was kicked at several times. “Her three teeth were broken due to the blow,” witnesses said.


Zulfi while talking to media said that he called city police chief Ahfad-ul-Mujtaba, but he rejected his call several times.” Later I called IGP B Srinivas who said that he will look into the matter,” Zulfi added.

ILLEGAL OCCUPATION

KUPWARA VILLAGE OCCUPIED BY TROOPS SINCE 1965
The residents of Kupwara’s Lashdet village have demanded vacation of their land and houses under Army occupation since 1965. About 30 kms from Kupwara town and located close to Line of Control (LoC), Lashdet village was originally based on about 170 houses. Following its occupation by troops in 1965, the house owners were allegedly forced by Army to flee to Pakistan administered Kashmir (PaK). 


“Lashdet had 170 homes but during 1965 Indian Army harassed and terrorized people here and forced them to cross over to the other side of Kashmir. Twenty families returned to the village in 1973. Now there are only 40 families left here," said Ghulam Mustafa Khan, an elderly resident, adding, "Government has forcibly settled us in Kumkardi where we are facing many problems like there is not enough space for rearing our cattle and other livestock. "Kumkardi is around 27 kms from Kupwara town.


"Army has occupied our land and houses from the last 53 years without paying us any rent. As troopers have changed our homes into a transit camp, we are not being allowed to till our land or enter our houses. We want our whole property back so that we can live our life with dignity," said the village head, Abdul Latief Shah.


The village has been under occupation of different Army companies. The dislocated residents have accused the State government of being indifferent towards their plight.


"The authorities have never bothered to visit this place. Some political workers visit us from time to time but for their vested interests and without addressing our grievances," said Abdul Gaffur Khan. The dislocated residents have threatened of crossing LoC if government does not address their demands. "We will cross the border if the government does not address our problems," said Guffran Khan, adding, "Our main demand is vacation of our property by troops." 

CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN

· CRPF MAN HELD FOR ATTEMPTING TO OUTRAGE MODESTY OF WOMAN

December 1:  Pulwama police have arrested a CRPF man after he allegedly tried to outrage the modesty of a woman, who was in her solitary house alone on December 1.

Constable Rukbir Singh son of Darya Singh resident of Rajasthan, belonging to 183 Bn. of CRPF allegedly barged into the house of Abdul Ahad on December 1, where his wife, Ishrat was said to be lonely. After sensing the malicious designs of the CRPF man, the woman bolted the door of her room outside, raised cry and informed the Police. The shrieks of the woman attracted the attention of the passersby, who caught hold of the CRPF man and handed him over to police; sources said. An FIR, 333/08 has been lodged against the CRPF man and sections 451,384 invoked against him in Pulwama Police Station.

· WOMAN KILLED, 2 INJURED IN DODA

December 12: Police said a woman was killed and two other persons injured in “cross firing” between the troops and militants in Jammu’s Doda district.

A Jammu based news agency quoting Police sources said, a woman, Haleema Begum, wife of Late Ghulam Hussain Wani was killed and two others, Muhammad Aslam and Rovitha Begum were injured in the exchange of fire during an encounter near Sarsee Kukras in Doda. However, a police spokesman said the gunmen barged into the house of Muhammad Aslam at Sarsee Kukras on December 12 and opened fire, killing a woman on the spot and injuring two other persons.

However, residents Kukerwas village, refuted police’s claim about the woman namely Haleema Begum that she was killed in cross firing between the militants and troopers on December 12. 

Muhammad Aslam, who was injured in the firing, said, “Around 10:30 pm some gunmen knocked at our door. When we asked them who they are they said that they were from army. We refused to open the door. Our refusal infuriated them and they resorted to indiscriminate firing killing my mother on spot and injuring me and my wife Rahida.” 

Locals said that after they heard the gunshots they assembled outside Aslam’s house and requested army to allow them to shift the injured to hospital. “Despite our repeated requests troopers didn’t allow us to take them to hospital,” locals said.

They alleged that the troopers were of 4 Rashtriya Rifles and were led by the company commander. The District Development Commissioner, Doda, Syed Shariefuddin and Senior Superintendent of Police Prabhat Singh maintained that the investigations were on.

·  TROOPER ARRESTED FOR MOLESTING WOMAN

December 19: Police arrested a paramilitary BSF trooper on the charges of molesting a widow in south Kashmir’s Kulgam district on December 19. Locals alleged that a BSF trooper of 48th battalion, Sanjay Kumar tried to outrage the modesty of a 28-year-old widow at Chawlagam when she was on way to fields. However, the victim raised an alarm and attracted the attention of the villagers who rescued her. 


As the word about the incident spread in the area hundreds of people assembled there and staged massive demonstration forcing police to register an FIR and arrest the erring trooper. The Superintendent of Police Kulgam, Mir Imtiyaz Hussain said, “We have registered a case and the accused trooper is in our custody. We have registered an FIR number 232/08 against the accused in section 294 RPC.”  Hussain said the medical reports state that no rape was committed on the woman. “It is a case of molestation,” he added. 

Sources said the accused BSF trooper in his statement to the police has said that he had gone to the area to answer nature’s call. “I was enquiring about something when she misconstrued me” sources quoted trooper as having said. 

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST KASHMIRIS

KASHMIRIS HARASSED IN NEW DELHI

December 03: As the Indian investigations have begun probe in the terror strikes in Mumbai, the Kashmiris have again come under the radar of security agencies in New Delhi and other parts of India. They are being harassed by the security agencies and forced to leave the rented apartments by their landlords. 

Sadiq Ahmad, a computer professional told media from New Delhi, “Delhi police and other security agencies are keeping constable vigil and watch on the movement of Kashmiris. Some of them have also been picked up for questioning”

 “My friend, whose name I cannot reveal, was picked up for questioning in Nizam-ud-Din area. He was released later after interrogation,” Sadiq said.

A student Mansoor Ahmad, who was detained by cops at Indira Gandhi Airport, New Delhi before boarding the flight, told media,” The security officials stopped me on the mere pretext of identification. I displayed my identity card to them but they did not accept it and started harassing me. I was not allowed to board the Srinagar-bound flight,” said Mansoor, son of a senior police officer in Kashmir. “I was released only after the intervention of my father,” he added.

Some Kashmiris complained that the landlords have asked them to leave the rented apartments.
“My landlord asked me to leave the house after Mumbai attacks,” Ruhulla Wahid, a tour operator working in Delhi said. Wahid said,” The landlord told me that being a Kashmiri Muslim I cannot stay in his house.”

The shawl vendors complained that Delhi residents are scary of allowing them to sell their goods in their houses.

“Everybody fears us. They apprehend that Delhi police might question them in case they purchase goods from us,” said a businessman. When contacted, Chief Secretary, S S Kapur said nobody complained that Kashmiris are being targeted outside state. 

 “It is government’s responsibility to take care of its people. If anybody has such complaint, they should officially report to us so that we could bring it to the notice of New Delhi,” he said. 

Kapur said, “We could take up the issue with Delhi government. We can urge them to take proper arrangements for Kashmiris so that sense of security is restored among them. We could do it only if we receive a complaint from any quarter”.

TRAGIC FAMILY

FAMILY RUINED IN KASHMIR TURMOIL HAS NONE TO OFFER SOLACE

 The 19-year-long Kashmir conflict has taken a heavy toll on the civilian population of the State with some families facing the brunt of the situation. 


Ghulam Muhammad Lone, 71, of Sogam Lolab in the north Kashmir’s Kupwara district has lost two of his sons to the conflict while the third one went missing. Overcome by the tragedy, Lone’s wife and daughter also passed away.


Lone’s sufferings began with the arrest of his elder son, Ghulam Nabi by the BSF troopers posted at Kuligam village of Lolab. The 25-year-old youth was returning home after grazing cattle when the soldiers arrested him at Shalgund village. Claiming recovery of a grenade from his possession, they took him into custody to be later sent to Tihar Jail for two and a half years where from he was exonerated on court orders. 


Lone had just begun to reconcile with the unnecessary implication of his son when tragedy struck with the killing of his other son, Abdul Gani in crossfire between troops and militants at Sheikhnar in 1997.Gani, who had recently passed his 12th class examinations with good marks, was returning home after grazing cattle in the area.


Overcome by the killing of her son, Lone’s wife, Shahmala suffered haemorrhage and died on the same day. A year later, one of his two daughters, Taja also passed away. According to the neighbours, she was often sobbing over the death of her brother and mother. 


Lone’s third son, Farooq Ahmad later took up arms and joined militant ranks. Farooq, who had assumed alias of Zahid Lolabi, was killed in an encounter soon after.

Meanwhile, on one of the hearings in his case in 1999, Ghulam Nabi left his home for Srinagar never to return back. Lone apprehends that his son was subjected to enforced disappearance. 


“We searched every place possible, but to no avail,” says Lone, struggling to hold back his tears.


Lone lives with his son and daughter. The siblings had to leave their studies midway with the brother working now as a labourer. Although he speaks very less these days, Lone couldn’t hold back and said, “When people all over the world commemorate Human Rights Day by organizing seminars, symposia and other such programs, I want to ask world community as to why my family was ruined.”

FEAR PSYCHOSIS DID NOT LET DISAPPEARED

It was surely the fear psychosis which did not let Ghulam Mohammad Mir of Budgam district to register a missing report of his son who had left home to offer evening prayers 19 years ago but is missing till date.

Nazir Ahmad Mir, 22, son of Ghulam Mohammad Mir, a resident of Hafroo Batapora tehsil Chadoora in Budgam was studying in 11th standard. "I remember it was the last week of September 1990 when Nazir left home for offering evening prayers. But till date he has not returned home," said Nazir's younger brother Abdul Qayoom. Qayoom said that since his brother went missing in 1990 his entire family including relatives tried hard to trace Nazir's whereabouts. 


"We could not register the missing report of Nazir as my father didn't allow that. He feared that registering a missing report would invite wrath of security forces," Qayoom added.


No FIR was registered anywhere in this disappearance case. Nazir's brother averred that since they failed to trace out Nazir, the entire family was under tremendous shock. "Soon after Nazir's disappearance, my mother, a younger brother and a sister died one after the other," Qayoom said. He added that his family members later discontinued their efforts to trace out Nazir. "One day I visited a nearby (2 kilometers away) BSF camp at Loolipora to search for my brother. They beat me to pulp. So I ran out from the camp and never visited the area again," Qayoom narrated.


When asked about Nazir's activities, Qayoom said that he was a humanity-loving gentleman. "He had a complete hold on Arabic language and was teaching in a Madrassa (Islamic school) in the village. Many children were taught by him," Qayoom added.


He added that his family has no resources to visit the entire state for tracing Nazir's whereabouts. "We spent what was available with us but all in vain. For a long time our friends and relatives visited different areas but could not trace out any thing related to Nazir," Qayoom added.


Qayoom has only one dream in his life that is tracing the whereabouts of his brother. "I pray I should not die before seeing my brother. Our family wants that the government should help us out. We do not know whether he is alive or dead. Please let us know about him," Qayoom urged the government.

HAUNTING PAST

KHUNDROO BLASTS STILL HAUNT SURVIVORS

LOCALS DEMAND REHABILITATION, SHIFTING OF ARMY DEPOT
December 29: More than a year has passed since the devastating fire broke out at Khundroo Army depot in Islamabad district of South Kashmir, but it continues to haunt the victims and the survivors of the incident. The family of Muhammad Ayub Mir is yet to overcome the shock of their lifetime. Mir worked as a labourer in the depot and was killed in the explosions triggered by the fire. Mir is survived by his wife and four children besides his physically challenged father-in-law and ailing mother-in-law. On August, 11, 2007 more than 15 labourers were killed and scores were injured when fire broke out in the 21 FAD ammunition depot.

Recalling the fateful day, Mir’s father-in-law, Ghulam Ahmad Sheikh says, "He (Mir) always used to seek permission and blessings from me before leaving for work at Khundroo Army depot. But on the day of the incident, he was getting late and forgot to do so. He asked for a lunch box from his wife and left for work. If he would have come to me, I would have never allowed him to go, as we had some work at home that day but then fate had something else in store for us."

Sheikh who has four daughters considered Mir like his own son and had lot of expectations of him. Mir too took him as his own father and used to take care of him as well as his mother-in-law. Mir, according to his family members used to earn Rs. 200 per day. A day off from work meant no wages.

"He always toiled hard in order to feed us. I am not worried about myself, but about these four kids," says Sheikh, while holding one of them in his lap. Mir’s wife, Parveena Akhtar, surrounded by her kids and mother is also worried about the well being of her children.

"Though after a day of hard labour my husband earned only meagre amount, but still I was satisfied as he never let us feel inferior to others and aspired of providing quality education to his children,” says Parveena with her moist eyes.

Parveena says that her six-year-old daughter, Khushboo is unable to sleep properly and screams for help from her father and her five-year-old sister, Mehnaz hardly talks of anything else other than his father. Mir family is residing in the house of a relative as their own house is in dilapidated condition and is on the verge of collapse. "We were thinking of reconstructing the house as it was not worth living, but with my husband’s sudden death we could not do it," says Parveena.

The labourers working at the depot have to load and unload the ammunition, carry it from one place to another besides weeding the field.

Meanwhile, according to residents of Khundroo and adjoining areas, scores of live shells are still lying scattered in farms and orchards. They allege that Army and the civil administration have failed to secure the area. Though the administration and the Army has been claiming that the area has been completely sanitized, but till now four persons have died after the incident and more than a dozen injured.

"The government is playing with our lives and is hardly concerned with our plight,” said the residents,” adding, “The government should either shift the ammunition depot from here or rehabilitate us some where else."

KRIMSHORE RESIDENTS PROTEST ARMY ASSAULT ON YOUTH

WOMEN CHANT SLOGANS AGAINST THE ARMY FOR ASSAULTING A YOUTH
December 1: A day after, Army personnel shot at a youth in Kremshore area of Central Kashmir’s Budgam district, hundreds of people staged massive anti-Army demonstrations demanding action against the erring troops.

On December 1, Bashir Ahmad Buddha, a resident of Kremshore, had a miraculous escape when a patrolling party of Army’s 35 RR opened fire at him while he was on his way home. The bullet had hit the face of Bashir causing minor injury to him.

According to reports and eyewitnesses, hundreds of men, women and children in Kremshore took to streets and staged protests against Army’s 35 RR units. The protesters were demanding punishment for the troops that had opened fire on Bashir without any provocation.

Chanting pro-Islam and anti-Army slogans, the protesters burnt tyres and raised blockades to stop the vehicular movement on the roads leading to Budgam and adjoining areas. All shops, business establishments in Kremshore remained closed to protest the assault on Bashir.


“Bashir was returning to his residence when the Army men directed him to stop the vehicle at Kremshore Chowk. However, he parked his car few meters ahead that irritated the troops,” an eyewitness wishing anonymity told media.


“The Army men got furious and smashed the window panes of the car (bearing registration no- JKO4A – 3874) before opening fire at Bashir. Luckily the bullet hit his face thus causing no serious threat to his life,” he added


Bashir’s relatives said that the Army claimed that he was fired at only when he ignored the call to stop and tried to flee from the spot.


“The claims of Army are totally false. If Bashir had really tried to flee, how would have the bullet hit his face instead of his back,” Abdul Rashid, a relative asked.


“The army wants to hide their crime by putting blame on Bashir,” he added. Rashid said that later in the day Army officer of the unit visited the residence of Bashir and apologized for the incident. He said the Army officer pleaded before the family not to take any legal action against his unit.


SHO Budgam Zahoor Ahmad said that both the parties have filed their applications in this regard and the police have started investigation to ascertain the facts.

SPO DIES IN MISFIRE, CIVILIAN SHOT

December 2: A policeman was killed when his rifle went off ‘accidentally’ in south Kashmir’s Islamabad district, while unidentified gunmen shot at and injured a man near Bijbehara, police said.


A police spokesman said that a Special Police Officer, Rafiq Ahmad, guarding the railway track, was killed when his service rifle went off accidentally near Wanpoh in Anantnag district. The spokesman said the unidentified gunmen shot at and injured Muhammad Salim Khan son of Fazal Khan near Dadu Bijbehara in south Kashmir on December 2.

6 INJURED IN POLICE ACTION

December 12: At least six persons were injured when police fired tear smoke canisters and resorted to aerial firing to disperse the protesters at Pantha Chowk in city outskirts on Friday (Dec 12).


Scores of youth assembled at the Chowk and staged a pro-freedom demonstration. Policemen and troopers deployed there resorted to baton charge and fired numerous tear smoke canisters. The policemen and troopers also resorted to aerial firing to disperse the agitated protestors. Youth offered stiff resistance and retaliated by pelting stones on the troopers and policemen triggering clashes, witnesses said.


At least six persons were injured in the clashes that continued till late in the evening, a police official said. He said police have registered an FIR no. 113/08 in this connection and investigations are on.


Meanwhile, the residents of the area alleged that after the incident police started raiding the houses in the evening. “Policemen are barging into our houses and are arresting the youth,” a resident told media.

CRPF TROOPERS ‘ASSAULT’ POLICE OFFICER

December 28: Police registered an FIR against the paramilitary CRPF troopers on the charges of beating a police officer in north Kashmir town on December 28. Police said the troopers’ beat up the station house officer Bramulla, Muhammad Yousuf on Dec 28, when he objected to troopers resorting to hooliganism. Police said the CRPF troopers went berserk in the town after anti-election protesters attacked their vehicle.


“I along with some personnel reached the spot to take the stock of the situation. We asked them not to beat up the civilians, and not to barge into the houses. However, they assaulted us without any provocation. My arm was fractured while my other colleagues also sustained injuries,” the SHO told media. He said that an FIR no. 235 /08 Under Section 353,427, 332, 307 has been registered against the erring troopers. 


Meanwhile the residents of Azad Gunj and Bonglow Bagh have urged the administration to take note of the unruly behavior of CRPF troopers. “Whenever such incidents occur in the area, they start beating the residents besides smashing the windowpanes of the houses. They didn’t even spare a police official,” said Muhammad Amin, a resident.

TRAL VILLAGE PROTESTS ‘HARASSMENT’

December 16: Residents of Wagad village in south Kashmir’s Tral area staged a protest against the gunmen in civvies barging into the houses in the night and harassing the inmates, a local news agency KNS said. 

The media quoting the residents said a group of gunmen entered into the house of Abdul Majeed Rather son of Ghulam Ahmad on Dec 15 and harassed the inmates.

“The gunmen entered the house and asked the inmates to prepare food for them as they were on election-related duty. “But inmates refused to follow their diktats,” the villagers said. 

They said the gunmen then barged into the house of one Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din and ruthlessly beat-up the inmates, forcing them to call the villagers. “The villagers succeeded in chasing the gunmen away,” the KNS said, adding, “The gunmen took refuge in a nearby CRPF camp.” 

On Dec 16, scores of residents took to streets alleging the gunmen in civvies were the CRPF troopers. “They want to terrorize the villagers and have made our lives miserable,” they said.

9 YRS ON, JUSTICE ELUDES SOURA TRIPLE MURDER CASE VICTIMS’ KIN

December 27: “I miss my Daddy a lot. Please tell me where he is. When will he be back? I don’t remember his face. Will anybody help me trace him,” 11-year-old Zuhaib kept crying. Zuhaib’s father, Nazir Ahmad Gilkar was one of the three victims killed on June 23, 1999 allegedly by the then DSP, Abdul Rashid Khan alias Rashid Billa at Soura police Station. The case came to be known as Soura triple murder case. The family members of Gilkar, Javed Ahmad Shah and Ghulam Rasool Matoo staged a silent sit-in at Mushtaq Enclave in Srinagar on Dec 24.

They said that they will file an appeal in the High Court seeking the re-trial and fresh investigation in the case. The family members pledged to fight until justice was delivered to them. The victims were returning from a marriage party when they were arrested by a police party of police station Soura and allegedly killed them on June 23, 1999.

The body of Gilkar was fished out from Dal Lake while as the bodies of the other two were identified in graves at Kichama, Baramulla.The family members alleged that the “greedy” police officer murdered the trio for Rs 25, 000 they were carrying.

“Next day I along with the relatives of other two victims went to the police station inquiring about the trio. We saw the scooter they had used outside the police station, but police denied having arrested them. The police officer killed Nazir Ahmad after torturing him to accept that he was a militant. To hide the crime, he went on to murder the other two also,” they added.

The family members alleged that to destroy the evidence and make the case vulnerable, the police even destroyed the scooter the trio used. Reiterating that the SDPO accused in the triple murder case was given protection and shelter by the then IGP Kashmir P S Gill, the family members sought action under law against Gill for shielding the accused.

“The main accused SDPO Billa wanted in the case was given protection by the then IGP Kashmir and is still living at his farm house. The SDPO, who remained absconding throughout the trial proceedings, was acquitted. We appealed the state government and High Court to re-open the case and convict the guilty under law. But to our disappointment nothing has been done so far and the killer is roaming freely and enjoying the patronage pf the government,” the family members said.

The case pursued by the Crime Branch was transferred from High Court to TADA court Jammu on February 25, 2000.The additional session judge Jammu, Puneet Gupta in his judgment on February 2, 2008 acquitted the accused in the case. During the trial proceedings, out of 63 witnesses, only 36 deposed and all the police witnesses turned hostile. They (the witnesses) even contradicted their own statements made under section 161 of Cr PC thereby facilitating the acquittal of the accused.

The family members of the victims alleged that the prime accused SDPO used his influence to transfer the case to Jammu court to seek favors. The families had filed an appeal against the transfer of case to Jammu on account of inconveniences caused to them but the same was dismissed by the Apex Court on October 1, 2001.

CRPF BEAT MAN FOR WEARING PHERAN

December 22: At least four persons were injured in Tral area of Pulwama district when CRPF personnel beat them after they tried to rescue a 35-year-old medical practitioner from the clutches of the soldiers after they allegedly thrashed him. Locals took to streets in the evening and demanded action against the erring troopers.

According to eyewitnesses, Muhammad Aslam Makhdoomi, son of Ghulam Nabi Makhdoomi of Tral -e-Bala was stopped by CRPF personnel near a local hospital and questioned for more than 15 minutes.

"Without any provocation, the troopers all of a sudden started thrashing him and were repeatedly saying Pheran Kyun pehna hai (why are you wearing pheran),"locals said.

When the nearby shopkeepers tried to rescue him, they too were beaten. While four of them sustained injuries, CRPF personnel also broke Makhdoomi's four teeth.

CRPF 'VICTIMIZES' BAGWANPORA RESIDENTS

December 24: Central Reserve Police Force Personnel who were deployed in Bogwanpora area of Eidgah Constituency of Srinagar have allegedly unleashed coercion on people Wednesday, injuring three youth critically. The residents of the area told Press Bureau of India that the CRPF men entered their houses, ransacked them and victimized the inmates.

" The CRPF intruded into my house, dragged me out and beat me to pulp", Irfan Ahmad Dandru, resident of Bagwanpora Noorbagh told Press Bureau of India, adding, " when I felt unsecured, I threw Kangri at the CRPF men in my self defense", he said.

Sajad Ahmad Sheikh, son of Ali Mohammad resident of Bagwan Pora Noorbag said, “I was going to my workshop and was stopped by the CRPF men. As soon as I stopped they pounced upon me and tried to strike a sword into my face. I defended but received serious injuries in my right hand".

Another resident, Nissar Ahmad Dar said, "The CRPF personnel inflicted wounds on my head and legs after they caught hold of me".

The residents alleged that after entering their houses the CRPF looted the house hold items. Sources said Noorbagh area of Eidgah constituency had witnessed anti-poll protests, which had festered the CRPF men deployed there for the election duty.

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

· ONLY 4 CUSTODIAL DEATHS IN MY TENURE: AZAD

'I PUNISHED SENIOR POLICE OFFICERS'
December 11: The former chief minister and senior Congress leader, Ghulam Nabi Azad, said that only four custodial deaths were reported during his regime from 2005 to 2008. 

“During my tenure there were only four custodial deaths. It was during my tenure that the bodies were exhumed, enquiries conducted and even senior police officers were punished,” Azad said. 

He asserted that while fighting militancy he had ensured that there were “no human rights violations” in the state. Azad accused the politicians of exploiting the people of Jammu and Kashmir for past 60 years. “It is unfortunate that politicians have exploited the people for past 60 years and development has been a no issue for them,” Azad said. 

· NO SENSITIVE AREA LEFT IN VALLEY: BSF 

December 12: The Border Security Force said that there was no sensitive area in valley as far as militancy is concerned.

“There is currently no sensitive area,” IG BSF, Kashmir Frontiers, Baljit Singh told a press conference at Sanat Nagar headquarters. “During the inception of militancy many areas in Kashmir like Sopore were sensitive. But now things are fine,” he said.

Speaking on intelligence sharing with other agencies, Singh said their intelligence wing is intact and has done a “great job.”

“Intelligence is our integral part of our force. We collect information and share with other agencies so that they can take prompt action,” he said.

On the situation at LoC in the aftermath of Mumbai attacks, Singh said everything is normal.” Nothing untoward has come to our notice on LoC though we have increased vigil after the attacks,” Singh said.

· LESS MILITANT ATTACKS, KILLINGS DURING MY TENURE: AZAD

December 19: “During BJP led NDA regime at centre and NC tenure in J&K state, there were militant attacks on Raghunath temple, Kaluchak army colony, Railway station, Bus stand and Gandhinagar in which scores were killed and during the previous election held under the NC-BJP rule, many persons and candidates including a Home Minister, Mushtaq Ahmed Lone were killed, but there were no such killings during my regime,” said senior Congress leader and former chief minister, Ghulam Nabi Azad.

Azad further said the people feel “more safe now and nobody fears to get killed either by the militants or forces.” “We have weakened the militancy and restored the normalcy, which is the biggest achievement of two and half year of Congress regime,” Azad added. He attributed the peaceful conduct of ongoing election in the state to his “short and effective regime.”

He claimed that there was “no room for corruption, favoritism and communalism in his government.”

Castigating the National Conference, Azad regretted that although the Wazir Commission had submitted its report in 1978 during the regime of Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah and then it was followed by Dr Farooq Abdullah (along with BJP MLAs), G M Shaw and Mufti Muhammad Sayeed’s governments and none had cared to implement its recommendations, but it was made possible by a two and half year regime of Congress led government. And instead of three districts for Jammu province as recommended by Wazir commission the Azad led government formed four districts in Jammu province.

· VOHRA LAUDS POLICE, CAUTIONS AGAINST LOWERING GUARD

December 29: Expressing satisfaction over the fast improving situation and the peaceful conduct of elections in the State, Governor, N N Vohra, cautioned against lowering the guard in view of the invisible threats on various fronts.

During his visit to the Police Headquarters, Jammu, the Governor expressed high appreciation of the State Police and the Central Police Forces for steadfastly tackling the serious disturbances in the Jammu and Kashmir regions during the summer months.

The Governor also lauded the role of the Police in tackling militancy and referred to the successes it had achieved in conjunction with the security forces and the Army in the past six months. As a result of well-coordinated efforts, he observed that the level of militancy related violence had substantially dropped this year. He, however, said that this should not leave any room for complacency, in view of the continuing threats from the terrorist networks, several of which were receiving strong support and encouragement from across the frontiers.

Vohra referred to the measures being taken at the national level for tackling terrorism and said that the Jammu and Kashmir Police and Intelligence set-up too will have to gear up for playing a key role within the State and in effectively supporting the initiatives being taken by the Central agencies in tackling the grave threats of terrorism.

· VALLEY’S 20-YEAR LOW: LESS THAN 1000 ATTACKS
December 25: Police have said incidents of terrorist violence and the number of active militants in Jammu and Kashmir have both fallen below 1,000 for the first time in nearly two decades. The number of civilian casualties has been calculated to be below 100 till December 23, another low in over a decade.

Kuldeep Khoda, the state police chief, said incidents of militant attacks had come down below the four-digit figure — for the first time in two decades — to 708. “There was a phenomenal drop… in militancy-related incidents compared with last year (1,092). The highest number of such incidents was witnessed in 1995 when the number was 5, 946,” he said.

“The number of militants operating in the state has fallen below 1,000 for the first time. It is 808, including 577 locals and 231 foreign militants,” Khoda added.

The casualty count of 524 — 350 militants, 85 security and police personnel and 89 civilians — is a significant drop from 1,413 in 1996. Last year, 770 people were killed. The dead included 122 security personnel and 404 militants. The rest were civilians.

Most of the militants active in the state now are from four groups — the Hizb-ul Mujahideen, Lashkar-e-Toiba, Jaish-e-Mohammad and Al Badr.

The figures were announced a day after the state finished voting in one of its longest Assembly elections and saw a turnout of over 60 per cent, the highest in nearly two decades.

Violence during elections was also reported to be minimal. Twelve civilians died against 220 in the 2002 polls. No political office-bearer was killed this time, compared with 48 deaths last time. The number of casualties among security personnel also fell from 148 in 2002 to just five.

The United Jihad Council, an alliance of Kashmiri militant outfits, had pledged to keep away from violence during the polls. Police officials privately admitted that the council had kept its word. The Hizb, Lashkar, Jaish and Al Badr are not part of the council.

The official figures, however, concealed that 2008 was one of the most turbulent years in decades for Jammu and Kashmir because of the Amarnath land row. The valley lost months in strikes and curfews after violence erupted in June.

REPORTED DISAPPEARANCES

· MAN MISSING

December 6: Noor Muhammad Pampori son of Late Muhammad Shaban Pampori of Zaldagar Nawa Bazar has been missing since December 3.

According to the family, Noor Muhammad left his home and failed to return. Since than his whereabouts are not known.

· BOY MISSING

December 30:A teenaged boy has been missing from his residence since December 14 under the jurisdiction of police station Thanna Mandi.He has been identified as Sameed Ahmed, (11) son of Qazi Khurshid Ahmed a resident of Shahdra Shrief, Tehsil Thanna Mandi,District Rahouri.Police said that Sameed Ahmed has been missing from his house since December 14, 2008.

Police has registered missing case at police station Thanna Mandi.

SUICIDES/MUTUAL KILLINGS BY TROOPS

· JAWAN COMMITS SUICIDE

December 2: An army jawan allegedly committed suicide by hanging himself in Badamibagh cantonment, official sources said. Identified as Constable Nirmal Ricky Sher Shanker of 15 Corps Signal Regiment was found hanging from the ceiling of his room inside the cantonment. Police has started proceedings under section 174 Cr PC.

· CRPF TROOPER COMMITS SUICIDE
December 17: A head constable of paramilitary CRPF committed suicide in south Kashmir’s Islamabad district, police sources said. They said Mohinder Singh of 130 battalion, of Haryana shot himself dead with his service weapon near Charsoo, Awantipora.

CIVILIAN KILLED IN GRENADE BLAST

December 5: A shepherd was killed in an accidental grenade blast in an Army firing range area in Rajouri district last night. Sanjit Singh, while returning home from the forest area last night, accidentally stepped on a grenade at the Nonihal Army firing range in Nowshera border belt of Rajouri district, resulting in blast, reports said. 

The grenade was among over 300 grenades fired by the Army during a practice exercise held yesterday. It seemed the grenade was not removed from the area even after the usual area-clearing exercise, they said. 

A case in this regard has been registered by the police. 

                                                             
                                                             YEAR 2008
                                                      TOTAL NUMBER OF KILLINGS IN 2008

	MONTH
	SOLDIERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	     OTHERS

	January 
	10
	23
	 4
	0

	February
	8
	32
	 1
	2

	March
	10
	21
	14
	2

	April
	25
	33
	 5
	2

	May
	17
	28
	13
	1

	June
	15
	31
	 7
	0

	July
	27
	37
	19
	2

	August 
	16
	28
	61
	0

	September 
	15
	46
	 8
	1

	October 
	 5
	44
	 9
	1

	November 
	3
	26
	 8
	0

	December 
	 5
	10
	 3
	2

	Total
	156
	359
	152
	13

	                                                           IN TOTO 
	680 
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                                    PROBES AND INQUIRIES ORDERED IN 2008

	Total number of probes ordered 
	8 



	Nature of violations
	Killing, custodial killing, beating, Desecration of shrine, rape and molestation

 

	Agencies 
	Police; Special Operation Group (SOG); CRPF and army 



	Police alleged in
	1 incident



	Special Operation Group alleged in
	1 incident



	Central Reserve Police Force alleged in
	5 incidents



	Army alleged in
	1 incident



	Results of probes
	Enquiry reports were not made public.  




CUSTODIAL KILLINGS AND EXTRA JUDICIAL EXECUTIONS

	Month
	        Custodial killings 
	        Extra Judicial Executions 

	May 2008
	1
	0



	June 2008
	1
	1



	September 2008
	0
	1



	November 2008
	1
	0



	Total 
	3
	2




                                                  ALLEGED DISAPPEARANCES

	Month
	Disappearances 



	January 2008


	                   0

	February 2008
	           4



	March 2008 
	         13



	April 2008
	         10



	May 2008 
	           8



	June 2008 
	           5



	July 2008


	           0

	August 2008


	          0

	September 2008
	          1



	October 2008
	          1



	December 2008
	          2



	Total 
	       44




Note: In 30 alleged cases of disappearances agencies were not known in rest of the 14 cases army, police and unknown gunmen were involved. 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN KILLED IN THE YEAR 2008 IN VIOLENCE RELATED INCIDENTS

	Month
	Women Killed 
	Children killed 

	January 2008
	0
	0



	February 2008
	0
	0



	March 2008 
	1
	4



	April 2008
	0
	0



	May 2008 
	2
	3



	June 2008 
	0
	0



	July 2008 
	2
	7



	August 2008
	1
	0



	September 2008
	0
	3



	October 2008
	0
	1



	November 2008
	0
	0



	December 2008
	1
	0



	Total 
	7
	 18





KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF DECEMBER- 08

	DATE
	SOLDIERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	DEC 01
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 02
	1
	-
	-
	1(Congress activist)

	DEC 03
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 04
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 05
	-
	-
	1
	-

	DEC 06
	-
	3
	-
	-

	DEC 07
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 08
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 09
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 10
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 11
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 12
	-
	-
	1
	-

	DEC 13
	-
	-
	1
	-

	DEC 14
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 15
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 16
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 17
	1
	4
	-
	-

	DEC 18
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 19
	1
	3
	-
	-

	DEC 20
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 21
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 22
	2
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 23
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 25
	-
	-
	-
	1(Surrendered militant)

	DEC 26
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 27
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 28
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 29
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 30
	-
	-
	-
	-

	DEC 31
	-
	-
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	5
	10
	3
	2

	IN TOTAL
	20 KILLINGS


	Date
	Custodial and Extra

 Judicial Killings
	Women Killed
	Children Killed
	Alleged Disappearances

	Dec 3
	              -
	                 -
	            -
	                    1

	Dec 12
	              -
	                1
	            -
	                     -

	Dec 14
	              -
	                 -
	            -
	                    1

	TOTAL
	             0
	                1
	            0
	                    2



CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS

Dec 1: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 2: A Congress activist identified as Haji Bashir Ahmad Kababi was killed and another critically injured when unidentified gunmen fired at them in Sopore.The injured was identified as Farooq Ahmad Pandit son of Ghulam Rasool.Meanwhile, an army jawan allegedly committed suicide by hanging himself in Badamibagh cantonment. He was identified as Constable Nirmal Ricky Sher Shanker of 15 Corps Signal Regiment.

Dec 3: A Special Police Officer identified as Rafiq Ahmad was killed when his rifle went off ‘accidentally’ in south Kashmir’s Islamabad district, while unidentified gunmen shot at and injured Muhammad Salim Khan son of Fazal Khan near Dadu, Bijbehara.

Dec 4: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 5: A shepherd was killed in an accidental grenade blast in an Army firing range area in Rajouri district. He has been identified as Sanjit Singh.

Dec 6: Police and troops claimed to have killed two militants in Dardpora village in Lolab.The slain militants were identified as Najeebullah alias doctor, divisional commander and Islam alias Ustaad, district commander. Meanwhile, a Lashkar-e-Toiba militant was killed in a gunfight with troops near Gandoh in Doda.The slain militant was identified as Nadeem son of Manzoor Ahmad of Gandoh.

Dec 7: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 8: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 9: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 10: An Army jawan identified as Dina Karan of Rashtriya Rifles was injured in an encounter with the militants at Chatru in Kishtwar district.

Dec 11: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 12: A woman was killed and two other persons injured in “cross firing” between the troops and militants in Jammu’s Doda district. The deceased was identified as Haleema Begum, 60, wife of Late Ghulam Hassan Wani.The injured were identified as Mohammad Aslam and Rovitha Begum. Meanwhile, at least six people were injured when police fired tear smoke canisters and resorted to aerial firing to disperse the protesters at Pantha Chowk.

Dec 13: A 21-year-old youth identified as Muzaffar Mushtaq Ganai (21) son of Mushtaq Ahmad Ganie was killed when police and paramilitary personnel fired on anti-election demonstration in Pulwama, whileas, Muhammad Ayoub Kumar son of Ghulam Ahmad and Zeeshan Bhat son of Ali Bhat sustained bullet injuries.

Dec 14: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 15: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 16: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 17: Police and RR troops claimed to have killed two militants at Malihora village in south Kashmir's Shopian district. The slain militants were identified as Hizb commanders Rayees Ahmed Dar alias Kachru and Abdur Rashid Ganie Rayees had escaped from Pulwama court in south Kashmir on November 4 after shooting and injuring one of the police constables who was escorting him. Meanwhile, two unidentified militants were killed in a gunfight with the troopers near Panzala Rafiabad in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district. In other incident, a head constable of paramilitary CRPF identified as Mohinder Singh of 130 battalion-committed suicide in Islamabad district.

Dec 18: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 19: Three militants and a trooper were killed in a gun-battle in Kerni area of Gundna, Doda district. The slain militants were identified as Muhammad Iqbal Malik alias Abu Umair, deputy divisional commander of the LeT, of Nallah Bharat Doda, Muhammad Ashraf Shah of Parnote Doda and Nawaz Ahmed Mir alias Abu Murshid of Ludna Doda. The slain trooper was identified as lance naik Manjunath of 8-Rashtriya Rifles.

Dec 20: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 21: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 22: Suspected gunmen shot dead two paramilitary CRPF troopers and snatched their service riffles at Sopore.The troopers were identified as constables Shalender Singh Bhadora and Inderjeet Singh of CRPF’s 179 battalion.

Dec 23: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 24: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 25: A surrendered militant was kidnapped and later killed by gunmen in Marwah area of Kishtwar district. He has been identified as Talib Hussain son of Ghulam Rasool R/o Satarwagon in Marwah area.

Dec 26: At least 20 persons including five policemen were injured in violent clashes between pro-freedom protesters and troopers at Nowhatta and its adjoining areas in Old City.

Dec 27: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley

Dec 28: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley

Dec 29: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley

Dec 30: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.

Dec 31: No incidents of violence were reported from any part of the valley.



WOMAN/CHILDREN KILLED





Dec 12: Police said a woman was killed and two other persons injured in “cross firing” between the troops and militants in Jammu’s Doda district.


 	A Jammu based news agency quoting Police sources said, a woman, Haleema Begum wife of Late Ghulam Hussain Wani was killed and two others, Muhammad Aslam and Rovitha Begum were injured in the exchange of fire during an encounter near Sarsee Kukras in Doda .


 	However, a police spokesman said the gunmen barged into the house of Muhammad Aslam at Sarsee Kukras on Dec 12 and opened fire, killing a woman on the spot and injuring two other persons.





HARMFUL CHEMICALS PUT IN KASHMIRI PRISONERS FOOD’


December 30: Narrating the tale of Kashmiri prisoners lodged in Tihar jail, Fatima whose husband is in the 13th year of his life sentence said: “Harmful chemicals are being put into the prisoner’s scanty foods.”


Fatima’s husband Mehmood Ahmed Khan of Kangan was sentenced life imprisonment by Patiala House court at Delhi and is seriously ill in Tihar Jail. His wife Faitma who was on a visit to meet her husband narrating the ordeal of Tihar Jail alleged that prisoners told her that harmful chemicals are being put into their scanty foods. “The sick prisoners said that they need hot water in the chilly winter but are not provided by the jailors,” she said.


Talking to media Fatima said: “I had to sell off earrings to visit my husband as soon as I heard of his illness in the Jail Number One of Tihar jail. He is being subjected to psychological torture. He asks for medicines but is told ‘oh bl***y old man what for do you need the medicines as you are going to die’.”


“My 43-year-old husband looks like a 100-year-old man. He is suffering multiple ailments but the jailors are not providing any medical facility,” she alleged.


“I had taken some medicines and warm clothes but was not allowed and told to get court permission,” said Fatima, adding that she cannot hire a lawyer for acquiring legal permission for medicines and warmers.


She said three years ago she availed a loan of Rs 5000 from neighbours and handed it over to Tihar jailors. “But not a single penny was spent on his medication. My husband is in a serious condition.” Appealing government to reopen her husband’s case she said, “Until a fair trial is concluded he be put in the Srinagar central jail so that we can take care of him. It is too difficult to approach Tihar.”


“I approached Omer Farooq for taking up the case of my innocent husband with the Government of India. But he expressed helplessness for being out of power. Mahbooba Mufti also showed a cold response. Separatists were visible only on Television channels,” said the detainee’s wife.


Fatima is alone sustaining her four daughters by sewing clothes and earning a paltry sum of Rs 1500 per month.


Preacher of Sheikh ul Islam mosque of Bohri Kadal Khan was arrested in 1996 by State forces while on way to Srinagar from his village. He was tortured and shifted outside the Srinagar. He was tried for conspiring and waging war against Indian state and sentenced for life by Patiala House court at Delhi.








PHOTOJOURNALISTS THRASHED


The photojournalists were again at the receiving end of the police and CRPF troopers. When the news about the Koil incident spread in Pulwama district, many photojournalists and reporters of various international, national and local media organizations rushed towards the spot. The security agencies stopped them and didn’t allow them to carry on with their professional work. They even tried to thrash them. But this didn’t stop the journalists and without caring for consequences covered the incident.    


The troopers later thrashed many photojournalists. 


The government on Dec 12 had warned photojournalists not to rush to cover elections in towns before afternoon. The photojournalists refused to buckle down under pressure and rushed to various spots to do their professional duties.








TAKE-1 OFFICE ATTACKED


ATTACK WIDELY CONDEMNED


Unknown persons fired upon the office of a local cable channel, Take-1, at Channi Himat in city outskirts on December 7. However, no one was injured in the attack.


      A police official told media, some scooter-borne persons fired some shots towards the office of Take-1 last night damaging the windowpanes. “However, no one was injured in the attack. Assailants fled away under the cover of darkness,” the official added.


After the attack senior police officers, including Inspector General of Police—Jammu region--K Rajendra Kumar and other top officials reached on the spot. “A manhunt has been launched to nab the attackers,” a top police official said, adding, “The security in the area has also been beefed up.” 


 The chairman of the Take-I channel, Devender Rana has demanded a probe into the attack. “Such incidents cannot deter us from our objectivity in our reporting. We’ve been running the channel professionally, fearlessly and in a non- partisan manner both in Jammu and Kashmir. We will not get cowed down by such cowardly acts.” Rana said the Government should identify the culprits and act against them.
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