Editorial:                                             A TASK ACCOMPLISHED

Notwithstanding, the unprecedented proliferation of the global media, truth becomes the first causality during conflicts. In conflict zones, the death toll is always contested by the government and by the rival parties. The number of the Jews killed in World War II is still questioned by the historians. Presently, the death of civilians in Iraq after the US invasion in 2003 has become a matter of research. Whereas, the US government suppressed the number of casualties, but the independent researcher groups, like Johns Hopkins University, Bloomberg School of Public Heath has estimated the death in Iraq since US invasion in 2003 to 2006 at 655,000. To contest this research the Iraqi government with the help of World Health Organizations (WHO) are conducting a research to disprove the figures claimed by the Hopkins research, which was published in British Medical Journal, Lancet. In Jammu Kashmir no independent and credible research is available about the number of people killed in communal riots in 1947 in Jammu division or even for that matter the people killed in 1953, when there was a civilian coup engineered by the government of India to oust the then Prime Minister of Jammu Kashmir. The Editor with the eye witnesses has often discussed the death toll on August 9, 1953, but there has been no accuracy in the statements made by them. As usual people state, “Thousands got killed” and in 1947 lakhs of Muslims were butchered in Jammu. 

After 18 years of conflict people have been claiming the deaths of over 1 hundred thousand people and even some pro-freedom politicians have gone to the extent, claiming more than half-a million Kashmiris have got killed since 1947. While as, the government’s figures have remained 42,000 killing between 1992 to Feb 2007. Out of which 16,369 government claims were civilians and 20,647 were militants, 5099 army, police and security forces (out of which 3637 were from army and paramilitary, 868 policemen, 447 SPOs and 128 VDCs). The government has suppressed the number of civilian causalities, as expected like other conflict areas. Keeping in view the exigency, JKCCS decided to conduct a survey of the death toll of combatants and non-combatants in Baramulla district in the year 2004. Initially it was decided to conduct the survey of 4 blocks. Before commencing the survey, a workshop was organized where volunteers were made familiar with the questionnaire and also with the broader reasons why the survey was undertaken and its significance. 

The volunteers had to collect the data from house to house in the areas where the presence of the army and renegades is deeply entrenched. Conducting survey under this atmosphere was risky and a challenging task. In atmosphere of fear, distrust and suspicion where people feel safe by observing silence, collecting information was cumbersome, discouraging and to some extent adventurous. Besides army and the intelligence agencies the apprehensions were also from the SOG, renegades who are conducting surveillance over the activities of the ordinary people in these areas. Even the response of the survivors sometimes was also not encouraging. The fact finders have gone through strange experience during this endeavour. 

At several places the volunteers were awkwardly treated and grilled with the questions like – “Who is doing it? Why it is being done? What is this JKCCS? How it will bring change to their lives? One person, father of a political activist from the separatist movement jeered and rebuked the volunteers by stating that “India has taken our flesh, now you are after our bones”. The credit goes to the ordinary survivors, nevertheless, they have developed pessimism from every side but they to a larger extent co-operated with the hope that it may bring some change in future. With the passage of time, the inexperienced volunteers developed a self evolved technique and Langua Franca to convince people about the importance of the survey. They also managed to avoid the risks likely from the army and police. It also developed into a process of outwitting the army. One can imagine if they knew about the objectives of the JKCCS survey. Encouraged after the completion of survey in 4 blocks, out of 21 blocks of then Baramulla district it was decided by the JKCCS board the survey would be conducted in whole district, as it is attainable. After 3 years of laborious efforts, the work was accomplished, though some heavily militarized, fortified areas situated near the LOC were not covered. During survey there were concerns within JKCCS as there were apprehensions from some people that the outcome of the survey is only going to help the government’s claim. The government can use the survey to deflate the Hurriyat leaders claim about the 1-lakh deaths. 


The survey is not only about deaths but also the phenomenon of the killings, custodial deaths, enforced disappearances, civilians and militant deaths, and occupational, educational, income profile of the dead. The survey is a strong argument against the Government of India, as to how nearly 50 percent non-combatant Kashmiris have been killed in the ongoing conflict. It is pertinent to mention, never in any post conflict area in South Asia there has been such surveys ever conducted and not even in the areas where the armed conflict has been going on for decades. 

After the release of the survey report some of the groups from northeast India approached the JKCCS for training their volunteers for similar exercise in Manipur. Satisfied with the research and its outcome and appreciation, the JKCCS is considering holding of such surveys in other districts particularly in the Srinagar district where the death toll is feared higher. 

It is pity that a section of politicians are pessimistic about such surveys. They believe that it is not going to make any different for government of India. The governments are happy and content if people are only limiting themselves to rhetoric. But such surveys will expose the government’s claim before the international community and also the contradictions of the state. The process has further linked the people, as the government has successfully disconnected the people. It is a history in making and such exercise could rejuvenate the civil society groups in other conflicting areas.  

UNIDENTIFIED GUNMEN TAKES LIFE OF A 6YEAR OLD STUDENT

On October 8, in an attempt to wipe out the whole family by an unidentified gunman, a minor girl identified as Mehvish D/o: Barkat Maqbool R/o Chak, Vahipora, Handwara was shot dead when she was staying at her maternal house of Mohammad Maqbool Malik at Warpora, Sopore, a village in the north district Baramulla. The gunman barged into the house of Mohammad Maqbool and fired indiscriminately. In the indiscriminate firing Mohammad Maqbools younger daughter, Nargis also got wounded. 


The incident caused panic in the whole Warpora area and people strongly protested against the killing of the minor student. Regarding the incident Police Station, Sopore registered a case.


Shortly after the incident the reporter of The Informative Missive visited Warpora area of Sopore and talked to the Mohammad Maqbool who was an eyewitness to the incident.


While talking to The Informative Missive Mohammad Maqbool stated, “in the evening of October 8, at around 7:35pm we were having food in the kitchen. It was the month of Holy Ramadan and after breaking the day long fast every family member was sitting in the kitchen. Among my family members my wife Hajra, my Younger daughter Nargis and my two grand daughters (My elder daughter, Jahanara’s Daughters) Mehvish, 6, a 2nd class student, Nighat, 8, a 3rd standard student and my son’s daughter, Muskan Rouf were present in the kitchen. I was sitting with the wall and my grand daughters and my younger daughter were in the centre of the kitchen. We have two doors of our kitchen; one is made of mesh and another is of blind wood. Meanwhile someone from the corridor opened both doors a little and pointed his gun towards the person’s sitting inside. The gun was presumably pistol and the assailant fired three shots indiscriminately without making any particular target. When I found assailant shooting I rushed towards the door but the gunmen escaped. 


“I went back to the kitchen and found my grand daughter Mehvish and my daughter in the pool of blood. Two bullets had hit the chest of Mehvish whereas third bullet had struck Nargis’s left thigh. It was like a big disaster in my family, all the kids, my wife and my daughter were screaming and were in the state of shock. By the alarm our neighbours and all the villagers came to our house and carried my wounded daughter and granddaughter. Both of them were rushed to the Sub District Hospital, Sopore. In the hospital Mehvish was declared dead and my daughter was referred to the SMHS Hospital, Srinagar wherefrom she was shifted to Bone and Joint Hospital in the same night. Around 12 o’clock in the night my daughter Jahanara and her husband Barkat Maqbool along with other relatives from Chak Vahipora, Handwara came to Warpora. During the night they took their daughter Mehvish Handwara and performed her last rites there in their native village”, said Mohammad Maqbool while narrating the tale of her grand daughter’s killing.


“In the evening after the occurrence of the incident all the nearby villagers visited our house, but not a single policeman came to the spot to check what happened in the area. Police personnel from Police Station Sopore visited our house next day in the noon and then filed an FIR. They only filed an FIR and no investigation has been done in the matter so far. Police are always reluctant in enquiring such mysterious incidents. I am myself a retired inspector of Fire and Emergency Department. I know it well; police would investigate only those cases where the victim would arrange money for them”, added Mohammad Maqbool.  


He added, “Mehvish often used to stay at our house and we had admitted her in M.Z. English medium school Malpora, Sopore. I don’t understand what my kids had done to the vicious gunman. None of my family member is associated with politics, militancy or any other agency or organization. And through out my life I have came across such callous incident. I don’t know why my minors were attacked and who tried to kill my whole family? If I would know that who is the culprit? I will invest all my property for bringing him to the justice.” 

BULLET HANDICAPS YOUTH
Last year on December 10, 2006, a youth namely Manzoor Ahmad rather son of Mohammad Abdullah of Bumthan, Mir Bazar, Qazigund about 90kms from Srinagar, in the south district Anantnag was shot at and wounded by a soldier of 36-RR, camped at Larkipora, Dooru. The bullet has rendered the youth handicapped for whole of his life as his left kidney and Spleen were removed because of the grave injuries.


The incident had infuriated the people of the area, who broke to the Srinagar-Jammu highway at Qazigund and protested against the gruesome act of the RR soldier. However, Police Station, Qazigund lodged an FIR vide number 270/2006 under section 307 of RPC.


The victim, Manzoor Ahmad Rather, approached office of The Informative Missive to narrate the tale of the gruesome incident and the inaction on the part of police to investigate the matter. 


He stated, “Last year on the day of the commemoration of universal declaration of Human Rights, December 10, 2006 at around 9:45am, I was on the Hardware Shop, where I work as salesman. I was dusting the shop, meanwhile three army personnel of 36-RR came to recharge their SIM cards at a nearby Airtel outlet, which is situated next to my shop. After cleaning the shop I put on my Pheran (Tradition wear) and was talking to Mohammad Iqbal Rather and Mohammad Iqbal Magray, who are business partners and proprietors of the Hardware store. In the meantime two army personnel came out of the outlet and moved ahead. After moving few meters away from the shop, they came back. One of the soldiers identified as Mukesh Singh held me by the collar and jostled me. He started to abuse me and told me that I have become heady in the area. I pleaded him for my innocence, but he kept on abusing me. I objected to his abusive language by saying, why do you abuse my mother and sister? I harked him back by saying, doesn’t he (soldier) has mother and sister. He threatened me to shot and in return I told him that you can shot me but don’t abuse. He then cocked his gun and shot me at the left haunch. The bullet pierced my haunch and wounded me gravely.” 


“After I fell down on the ground at the spot, my maternal uncle, Mohammad Hussain Rather and my owner, Mohammad Iqbal Rather rushed me to the District Hospital Anantnag, where from I was given first aid and primary treatment. Then district hospital authorities referred me to the SKIMS (Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences) Soura, Srinagar on the same day. In the SKIMS I was taken under emergency surgery. During the surgery the doctors examined that my left kidney, Spleen were shattered completely and my large intestines were also got injured. Due to the grave damage to the kidney and spleen, both the organs were removed from my body. I was hospitalized for more than a month till I healed up a bit. During the treatment in the SKIMS hospital on December 20, troops of 9-RR approached me and wanted to take the statement from me but due to my critical condition doctors did not allow them to do so. Then after a month passed again the troops of 9-RR visited my house and had brought a readymade statement, to which they asked me to sign, which I resisted, because the details laid down in the document were false. Then I stated them the whole incident and put my signatures on the stated document.  9-RR personnel also took the statement of Iqbal Rather and Iqbal Magray, who were witness to the incident. The army provided me Rupees 50,000 but more than that amount was spent on my medical treatment. I requested the army to give me some job, which could provide me a hope to live, but they didn’t promise me any job. The eyewitness’s and my statements were taken concerning the court of inquiry that was held by the commanding officer of 9-RR, but of no avail. After the statements were taken the inquiry didn’t bear any result”, stated victim, Manzoor Ahmad.


He further added, “Soon after I was shot, people of whole Qazigund had held strong protest demonstrations against the unprovoked firing. The protest obligated the district authorities to visit the spot. Even Police Station, Qazigund lodged an FIR vide number 270/2006 under section 307 of RPC regarding the incident. Deputy Commissioner of Anantnag, our concerned MLA (Member of Legislative Assembly), SSP (Senior Superintendent of Police), Anantnag and other high officials pacified the agitated protesters by assuring them for the justice and a probe into the matter, but that proved as a phoney assurance and no investigation was conducted in the matter. Despite reminding Police every time to proceed in bringing the culprit to the book, they seemed to be flaccid and kept on hushing up the matter, because of army and government pressures. I was the sole breadwinner to the family. I have four sisters and a youngest brother who is studying in the 10th standard. Among my four sisters only one is married and rest three are yet to get married. All the family responsibilities were laid on my shoulders. But now I am worried and agonized; who would help my family? And get my sisters married, because I am unable to work now and doctors told me that due to Splenectomy I am liable to frequent infections and due to removal of my left kidney I am liable to have a possible renal failure. What will I do? Who will help me”, concluded Manzoor Ahmad Rather. 


For seeking justice, Manzoor Ahmad has also filed a writ petition before the J&K High Court, against the inaction of Police.

DEAD BUT NOT FORGOTTEN

On 27 October 2007, Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) released a comprehensive survey report about the death toll in Baramulla district. The report titled ‘Dead but not forgotten’ was dedicated to the people’s resistance against occupation. The objective behind the survey was to brought alive the profile of the dead, and by doing so, Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) fill out the contemporary history of  people of J&K, and rescue those who died in a struggle for freedom from becoming mere statistics in the records of an occupation force.

The report puts the death toll in the largest district of valley at 5106 with a small margin of error due to the continuing nature of the conflict. For the first time the report has focused on the person’s age, occupation, education, marital status, income, who killed him, his political affiliations, how, when, and where he was killed, and much more, and more importantly what did they leave behind: orphans, widows, and dependent families. 

Out of the total causalities 5106 nearly 50% (2508) were civilian and another 44% (2267) where militants. Age group 18-35 years comprises 3634 deaths. Since adult women comprise about 3% of the deceased, males in the age group 18-35 clearly bore the brunt.


A significant fact revealed by the report is that most of the people, both civilians and militants, fall within the age group of 18-35, suggesting that this age group was the “prime target” of the forces.


“This is the age group that comprises the bread earners who contribute significantly to their household income,” said Parvez Imroz, the JKCCS President. “It was not only the lives lost but the livelihood, too, that was taken away, leaving the families in penury.” 


The report uncovers that the total number of custodial killings by armed forces in Baramulla is 408, revealing the nature of the “state aggression and how it is managed. The custodial death figures indicate that civilians have been seen as legitimate targets in the war against militancy.”

 It discloses that more than 50 per cent of overall custodial killings are civilians, deflating the two myths that Army only “targets combatants and that militants have no support from local people.”


 The report puts the toll of Enforced Disappearances in Baramulla during the period at 343, out of which 246 are civilians. “The Indian government has often claimed that many among disappeared have crossed the Line of Control for arms training—a claim contested regularly by the families of the disappeared,” the report said. 

It states: “The Indian government is making use of enforced disappearances as a matter of policy to terrorize people. This policy is a tried and tested technique favoured by other oppressive regimes in Asia, Africa, America, and most notoriously in Argentina and in Chile under General Pinochet’s rule. The figures, the report adds, overwhelmingly reflects this war crime is perpetrated on the entire nation.”

 Gautam Navlakha, a Delhi based human rights activist and a freelance journalist, said, “The death toll as such doesn’t reveal much about the nature of the conflict, but when the death toll is interpreted in its proper context, then we get a clearer picture. For example, the report shows most of the people have been died in encounters, fake encounters, custodial killings, or shootouts. But we have to see the troops are present everywhere and all these deaths have occurred in such an omnipresence of troops.” 

The report shows that all sections of the society, from farmers to doctors to government employees, were killed, which indicates that resistance movement was a national movement in which everyone was involved,” 

The report discloses that almost half of the male civilians killed in Baramulla (2452) were moderately to highly economically productive people, including servants, businessmen, milkmen, mechanics, and engineers, etc. “This is a conformation of the fact that no section of the society remained aloof and/or unscathed by the war,” the report said. 

The report reveals that number of militants killed during this period is 2267. Among these only 8 were unemployed, 625 students, 229 higher secondary school pass outs, 36 undergraduates, 60 graduates, 22 post graduates, and two PhDs. Only 691 were illiterates and the rest matriculates and under matriculates. 

The survey says that militants killed 417 persons during the period, which included 273 government forces personnel, renegades and political workers. 

The report says that “while we proudly admit to being partisan and hold the Indian state responsible for the loss of lives, we also do not believe in belittling anyone’s suffering. We are also concerned that Indian soldiers are made to fight an ignoble war against the people of Jammu and Kashmir, a war which has begun to cause a great deal of harm to them as well,” the report reads. 

Parvez Imroz said that the number of dead could be higher than the survey data, as the information from those families who had migrated or were not present during the survey could not be included in the data. There could have been deaths in villages visited, and not visited later, by our volunteers in 2003. And those deaths are not in the report.

JEHAD COUNCIL BANS USE OF ANTIPERSONNEL MINES
On 16 October 2007, the United Jihad Council (UJC) announced a ban on the use of antipersonnel mines. This announcement came at the end of a two-week mission to Pakistan and Pakistan administered Kashmir by the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) and Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS). Preceding to the ban, a year-long series of activities were carried out by Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS), a Srinagar-based ICBL member.  

The UJC includes 13 armed Kashmiri groups. Five other non-Kashmiri groups have ‘observer’ status, and UJC directives are binding upon them. “The UJC’s pledge is yet another sign of the growing acceptance of the norm which prohibits antipersonnel mines because of their indiscriminate nature,” said Sylvie Brigot, ICBL Executive Director, in welcoming the announcement. 

“We now encourage both India and Pakistan to consider a moratorium on new mine use and to launch comprehensive mine clearance programs” Brigot added. Most mines in Kashmir are situated near the Line of Control between the Indian and Pakistani administered areas. 
In November 2006, the ICBL conducted its first mission to Indian administered Kashmir at the invitation of the JKCCS. Throughout the following year, JKCCS and the ICBL continued to lobby and seek public statements of support for a mine ban from key political parties and opinion makers.  
In their declaration, the UJC stated that use of antipersonnel mines is equivalent to blind terror and that use of antipersonnel mines is prohibited under Islam. UJC members are thought to have made only limited use of antipersonnel mines in the past. 
In recent years, some of the members, particularly Hizbul Mujahideen and Lashkar e Toiba, have used command-detonated improvised explosive devices (IEDs), some of which have caused civilian deaths and injuries. The UJC has stated it may continue to use command-detonated IEDs against military targets, but has banned use, production or trade of victim-activated mines as prohibited under the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty.
(Text of the Ban Declaration)

DECLARATION OF A TOTAL BAN ON ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES IN KASHMIR

We, the undersigned representative of the liberation movement in Jammu & Kashmir are determined to put an end to the suffering and casualties caused by anti-personnel mines, that have killed or maimed countless people within Jammu & Kashmir, frequently civilians and especially children, obstruct economic development and have left thousands of people of Jammu & Kashmir internally displaced persons. 

We recognize the humanitarian imperative that has brought about the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty, which has become a global norm, and that the use of anti-personnel mines is equivalent to blind terror, and that use of anti-personnel mines is prohibited under Islam.


We acknowledge that a total ban of anti-personnel mines would also be an important confidence-building measure both within Jammu & Kashmir, as well as internationally.

Unless a total ban is imposed on the production, trade, stockpiling and use of landmines tragedy will continue, not only in Jammu & Kashmir, but also in the whole world.


It is our conviction that fundamental rules protecting the dignity of all human beings must be upheld at all times. We therefore declare that we shall henceforth conduct our struggle for self determination guided by the rules of the four Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 for the protection of the victims of armed conflicts and the 1977 additional Protocol relating to the protection of victims of international armed conflicts (Protocol I).


We affirm and pledge that we neither have, nor shall use anti-personnel mines or any other victim activated explosive device that can be triggered by the proximity, activity or contact of a human being or animal. We may continue to use command detonated weapons against military targets. Neither shall we produce, acquire, trade nor transfer anti-personnel mines or other victim activated devices. We call upon governmental armed forces within Jammu & Kashmir to immediately halt use of anti-personnel mines, or other victim activated weapons, on the soil of Jammu & Kashmir.


The signatories subscribe fully to, and will act in accord with, the Declaration for a Mine Free Kashmir. This agreement shall be binding on our organizations immediately upon signature of this pledge.

[Original signed by Syeid Sallahu-din, as Chairman of U.J.C. on 16 October 2007]

[United Jihad Council membership, provided to the ICBL mission on this date: Hizbul Mujahideen, Jamiat-ul-Mujahideen, Tehreek-ul-Mujahideen, Al-Umar Mujahideen, Muslim Janbaz Force, Al-Jihad, Hizbullah, Al- Barq, Islamic Front, Tehreek-i-Jihad, Al-Fatah Force, Harkatul Jihad-i-Islami, Hizbul Momineen ‘Observer’ members: Laskar-e-Toiba, Jaish-e-Muhamad, Al-Badr, Hizb-i-Islami, Harkatul Mujahideen.]


TEACHER SHOT DEAD BY ARMY OFFICER IN KUPWARA

IN PROTESTS, SEVERAL INJURED IN POLICE ACTION
Oct 19: A teacher was shot dead by an army soldier at Marsari Chowkibal, Kupawara after he refused to lure his female colleague for an army major. The killing sparked off massive demonstration as thousands of people took to streets. The police used force to quell the protestors injuring several people including women. Army claims that the killing was an accidental lapse, whereas eyewitnesses argued that the killing was deliberate.


According to reliable sources, 26-year-old Abdul Rashid Mir, son of Ghulam Ahmad Mir, resident of Rawathpora, a Rehber-e-Taleem teacher when on his way to Primary School, Marsari where he was posted was intercepted by a column of troops headed by a Major of 46 AD field regiment. Rashid, villagers said, was tortured and then bullets were pumped on his head, killing him on spot.


People in the area maintained that the Major used to visit the school and was forcing Rashid to introduce him to a female teacher in school. They added that Rashid had a heated argument thrice with the Major as the latter used to visit the school quite often to get a contact with the female teacher. Quiet recently Rashid had told the army officer that he would lodge a complaint against him to his senior army officers

The people also said that the murder was pre-planned because the teacher, Abdul Rashid Mir, had objected many a time to the obscene comments passed by a Major, a Subedar, and other soldiers at his female colleagues who always accompanied Mir. The teachers of Government Middle School Marsary say that Mir used to accompany female teachers so that army men won’t tease them on their way to school.

EYEWITNESSES

Eyewitnesses said that the teacher was badly tortured to death. In fact, they said, the teacher was beaten to death and later fired upon to pass it off as an accidental death due to misfire.

“Soldiers had gagged his mouth and he couldn’t even scream when they were beating him up with gun butts, kicks and sticks in the forest,” said Gulshan, who was watching the soldiers beating Mir from veranda of her house.

 She said, “Soldiers had formed a ring around him and from the veranda of my house I saw him writhing due to onslaught from all sides.” 

 
According to Gulshan, the silence was broken by two gunshots. 

 “Panic gripped the village after gun shots were fired,” Gulshan said, adding that gunshots brought residents mostly women out of their houses and they ran towards the soldiers.

The other women who were standing next to Gulshan said that soldiers didn’t allow them to come close. 

  
Hajra, 75, said, “I asked them have you killed anybody. They said, “No, we are for your security.”  

 “We resisted, but our resistance infuriated the soldiers and they pointed their guns at us and chased us away. We could make out from their actions that they were trying to conceal something from us,” Hajra said. She further said that as women were assembling in the village they heard an announcement from the Masjid loudspeaker. “A man has been murdered by the soldiers in the forest and now they are trying to dispose off his body. Please come out of your houses.”

After the announcement was made people came out of their houses and rushed towards the soldiers, the residents said.

They said soldiers who were led by a Major and a Subedar were not more than 10 in number. “They fired in air to disperse us, but we didn’t relent. Seeing us approaching they tried to take the body along with them in a vehicle, but we snatched it from them,” said Hajra. 

“After we saw the badly maimed body of Abdul Rashid we couldn’t control our outrage and we ran after the soldiers. They fled leaving behind the vehicle, which we later torched,” the residents said.

 They said from the spot they picked up nearly three kilograms of flesh chopped off from Mir’s body. They said they saw bloodstains on the rocks where Mir was tortured, and also the sticks and the rope that were used to torture him. 

PROTESTS 

As the news of the cold-blooded murder spread, people in thousands rushed to the spot. All the schools in the area were closed and the students and teachers too rushed to spot. The army closed the gate near the Chowkibal army camp and people pelted the stones and managed to reach near the spot. 

As the people tried to go ahead to get the body, the troops who surrounded the area fired hundreds of rounds in air. "As we tried to get the body, which was lying on ground, troops fired in air," a teacher from Chowkibal said. Only after 15 minutes, according to the teacher, SSP Kupwara Vijay Kumar reached on spot and asked the army to hand over the body. In the mean time, thousands of people reached the spot and started to protest against the army. They took the body on shoulders and via Chowkibal camp came to Rawathpora village. They were accompanied by SSP and ADC. As the protesters reached the Chowkibal army camp they pelted stones on the camp. Police tried to stop them but failed. Police used teargas shells and cane charged and injuring a woman Praveen, who was rushed to hospital. 

The murder also evoked violent protest in Rawatpora, Kralpora amd other adjoining villages,which continued for several days where thousands of people took to streets demanding the punishment for the erring soldiers, the police used the force to quell the protest in which about 20 people were injured. Protesters fought pitched battles with the cops and refused to bury the body.

 Six critically injured persons in the police action were being treated in a small room of Sub District Hospital Kralpora.

 
Javed Ahmed, who doctors, said was suffering from head trauma accused policemen of pushing him down from a slab of a shop, “Cops pushed me down,” Javed said.

His friend who was standing next to him said that after he was pushed down cops didn’t allow them to take him to a hospital for more than half an hour. 

Muhammad Sultan of Batpora who had been hit by a teargas shell said, “They (cops) used indiscriminate force against the people.”

Burnt teargas smoke shells and rocks were spread in the radius of more than 2 kilometres in Kralpora.

Protesters raising anti-India, anti-Army and pro-freedom slogans made several attempts to break the police cordon near Kralpora Chowk and march ahead but cops prevented them from doing so by firing several teargas canisters.  

Among the thousands protestors, who took to streets were young students of Abdul Rashid Mir, who used to leave no stone unturn to teach them basics. 

Armed with lathis, raising their hi-pitch voice against the killing of their loved teacher by Army, their resistance was palpable as they didn’t allow traffic to move protesting night and day on the streets of villages from Rawatpora to Kralpora. 

The students from other schools also joined them in putting barricades on roads and were carrying sticks in their hands to restrict movement of vehicles.

The protesters shouted pro-freedom slogans against the erring Major and soldiers responsible for the killing.

Teachers' Forum termed the incident as state sponsored terrorism and threatened state level protests in case the culprits were not booked. 

NEGOTIATIONS 

Deputy Commissioner Kupwara Afsandyar Khan reached the spot and held negotiations with the people. As soon as Khan reached he spot he showed the FIR copy to the elders. “Police has registered the FIR no. 147/07 Under Section- 302 against the accused Major and the Subedar,” Khan told them, “Now bury the body.”

The villagers didn’t relent they told Khan till he doesn’t fulfill their other demands they won’t bury the body. Other demands of the villagers included transferring the in charge of the police post Kralpora, setting up of a police post at Marsary, release of the protesters who were arrested and recording of the statement of witnesses before the Magistrate, providing a job to the next of the kin and arresting the accused. 

The villagers accused Chowki Officer of not paying any heed towards their complaint when they approached him on day of occurrence of the incident. 


The Deputy Commissioner assured the protesters that all their demands would be met.

After the assurance from the DC the villagers agreed to bury the body.

FUNERAL PRAYERS

Later thousands of people amidst pro-freedom slogans took the body of Abdul Rasheed Mir from Kralpora to his native village in form of a procession.

Pall of gloom descended over Rawatpora, some 15 kms from Kupwara, as soon as the body reached there, women, children and men came out wailing. “Punish the killers,” shouted mourners.

Torture marks on Rashid’s body made mourners scream louder and they kept on wailing even after the murdered teacher was laid to rest.

FEAR PSYCHOSIS  

The two female teachers whom the soldiers were teasing refused to talk to anybody. “We’ve already lost one of our sons we don’t want any more causality,” the residents said.

They said that since Friday Army is trying to build pressure on them and is constantly threatening them. “We are being directed to keep our mouths shut,” the residents said.

 “We are no more safe and we are thinking to quit our jobs,” the colleagues of the deceased teacher said.

They said Major of the unit has threatened to kill ten more people if they raise their voice. “ It’s our rule here and what we say you will have to follow that,” Mir’s colleagues quoted Major as saying. 

ARMY’S VERSION

PRO Defence Col. Majinder termed the allegations baseless and said they have ordered an inquiry. "The teacher argued with the Jawans as they asked for an identity card. The teacher tried to snatch the assault rifle and in confusion there was a fire that hit the head of teacher. We have ordered an inquiry into the incident," he said adding, "The allegations are baseless and far from the truth and are aimed at maligning the image of army." 

APDP REFUTES AZADS STATEMENT
APDP refuted the statement of the Chief Minister, Ghulam Nabi Azad, who on October 17, speaking during the All India Editors' Conference in Srinagar had stated that not a single case of disappearance has been reported in the year 2007. However, APDP issued the list of nine persons who got disappear in 2007. 


APDP had issued the list of 59 persons who got disappear during the congress lead government. But the statement was refuted by the Inspector General of Police SM Sahai, who stated to the media that 5 persons against the list issued by the APDP are living with their families. After the issuance of the list of 59, police threatened that they will take legal action against the APDP. Five persons from the list of 59 disappeared are living with their families but what about the rest of the disappeared. APDP had also issued the list 337 persons who have been disappeared only from district Baramulla during 1989 to 2005 and a list of 94 disappeared people from Banihal Tehsil that has been issued by the association earlier. So far there has been no response from the police agencies regarding these cases. 

MAGAM POLICE POST INCIDENT: ARMY APOLOGISES TO JKP

SRINAGAR, Oct 2: The army tendered an apology to the Jammu and Kashmir police over the beating up of its personnel and the ransacking of the police post in Magam-Kupwara.

Official sources said that Major General Rajinder Singh met the policeman in the post and apologised to them on behalf of the army men who had assaulted them. The police however said that it was not withdrawing the case and would continue investigations against the Major and 30 other personnel against whom a case was registered on September 26 (2007).

(Agencies add): The policemen were allegedly beaten up mercilessly by troops after the kerosene and petrol meant for army use was seized by the cops following allegations of selling the oil in open market. 

After state Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad, Police Chief Kuldeep Khoda and Union Home Ministry adopted a tough posture by taking up the incident with the army, Maj Gen Rajinder Singh met the police at Magam police post in Kupwara district and apologised on behalf of his men, official sources said. 

The Jammu and Kashmir Police have said it would continue with its investigation against the Major and 30 other personnel against whom a case was registered on September 26. 

Senior police officials denied the claims made by Army spokesperson in Srinagar that a joint probe would be initiated in the case. 

"There is no law under which army can probe any civilian matter and such statements are only intended to undo the misdeeds of some army personnel," a senior official of the state home department said. 

The police registered an FIR against the Major of 33 Rashtriya Rifles and 30 jawans on the charge of attempt to murder when they beat the Sub-Inspector of Magam police post and five others who had intercepted a tractor-trolley containing petrol and kerosene of the army for sale in an open market. 

The sources said Maj Gen Singh met all the policemen, including the Sub-inspector who was recovering in Soura Medical Institute from multiple fractures and head injuries, and apologised and assured such incidents would not recur. 

The cops had seized the oil barrels after questioning of the civilians accompanying the trolley claimed that they had come to sell it and proceeds had to be given to the Army officials, the sources said. 

After this, the army men thrashed the policemen for intercepting the trolley and walked away with arms and ammuition and cash from the police. 

According to a report submitted by the state police to Union Home Ministry, the army men walked away with Rs 35,000 in cash meant for Special Police Officers, mobile phone, one digital camera, a wristwatch, an AK-47 rifle, six magazines and 108 rounds of ammunition. 

The matter was taken up with the Home Ministry who took up the issue with Army and demanded immediate action in the matter. 

HANDWARA FIRING INCIDENT

SHRC ASKS GOVT TO PROVIDE JOBS TO FAMILIES
Oct 4: The state human rights commission (SHRC) today asked the state government to provide jobs to each member of family, who lost their children in the security forces firing at Doodhipora-Handwara last year. 

SHRC also directed the SP Kupwara to present before it the report of the judicial probe ordered into the incident. 

Justice MY Kawoosa, chairman SHRC, issued the directions after the affected family approached his commission. They alleged that the state government has refused to provide them jobs under SRO43. Even the government did not entertain the high court directions in this regard. 

Justice Kawoosa ordered that government is bound to provide jobs to the affected families as this has been done in other such cases. 

The chairman directed SP Kupwara to present the report of judicial probe into the incident before commission. He was also directed to inform the commission whether or not the accused have been charge sheeted in the court. 

SAGA OF A JOURNALIST

Srinagar Oct 4: M. Hyderi a correspondent of Daily English “Greater Kashmir” narrated his tale of arrest by unidentified persons as; 


I was getting my bike puncture repaired at a shop near Hyderpora square in the suburb Srinagar and I didn’t know what my stars have in store for me. Within a flash I found myself in the clutches of some human look-alikes in civvies who swooped at me, trapped me like a stray animal. They did everything except listening to me.

I was reclining on the chair at the shop and couldn’t believe my eyes to see four men running towards the same shop. My innocence took them as some Bihari and Kashmiri labourers but in a fit of frustration I could not decipher as to who is who? I thought a group has spotted a bomb on the under-repair Bye Pass Road and now they are scurrying for cover.  

But my speculation proved wrong. By the time I could guess as to what is happening they pounced on me like vultures pounce on the kill. They dragged me to a nearby Gypsy, bundled me like a bag of junk only to be thrown out. My face was covered with some gunny bag and I was whisked away, probably towards Tengpora bye pass, as I could only feel it - eyes wide shut. 

I tried hard to whisper a word in my defence, but there was no one to listen. After a few miles of straight drive, the cab took a right turn and drove straight for another few miles till it stopped near some gate. Blindfolded, I could barely hear the barricades being lifted to pave way for the Gypsy. Missed a beat as something was waiting somewhere. A tale of horror begun to unspool within me. I could recollect all those tragedies where innocents were picked up, killed and thrown away in a field for birds to peck at. Will I be back? Wasn’t quite sure. 

 
A minute later we were inside some security camp.

One of them had caught hold of my arms and I was cornered in the back of the Gypsy.  I pleaded that before doing me down, they may please confirm that I am a senior Correspondent of Greater Kashmir. But then I realised that I am conversing with myself. “We have some information about you, we will confirm it, if you’re innocent we’ll leave you without any harm or else we will send you packing,” one of them having a north Indian accent said. “Warna tumhay aaj hi thikanay par puhancha denge (otherwise you will be shot to death),” he concluded. Where? I didn’t know. 

 
Helpless, now I only wanted that they remove the hood so that I could breathe.

 One of them was courteous enough to loosen the strings on the hood around my mouth and I could breathe a bit. His colleague removed cell phone from my pocket.

 Now I was asked to sit on the seat but one of them had caught hold of my arms.

 
He inquired about the high profile numbers in my cell, which ranged from Union to State Cabinet Ministers and high profile officers. It’s cell phone coming to my rescue at the time I needed it most. Numbers of some separatist leaders were also there. This did the trick evoking a little curiousness in them. 

 “How come do you have so many contact numbers?” he asked.

 
Mustering courage, I replied: “This is what I have been saying that I am a journalist. You can verify my credentials from any of the high profile numbers in my mobile.”

 But they didn’t pay any heed. “Jai Hind! Jai Hind!” I could overhear someone chanting this. Presumably there was some official standing close to the Gypsy.

In the meantime, in the Gypsy, there was another question. “You spot a long beard, long enough to scare us. When did you go for shave?” 

 “You’re again mistaken I had no beard,” I replied.

 “What were your engagements yesterday, time wise? And where were you at 2 pm sharp?” A difficult question getting even more difficult in a mess like this. “I don’t remember precisely, probably I was out to drop my uncle,” I said.

Now they asked if I was a journalist, I must know all in the electronic media especially cable channels.”

 
“Better verify from some high profile journalist from print media and the best would be to contact my organization, Greater Kashmir.” Anyways, they negated all my replies.

 In the meantime, my hood was lifted and a non-Kashmiri looking man was asked to identify me. He kept looking towards me for a minute but didn’t utter a word and left the gypsy.

 This time I got a glimpse of the outside world from the hood of the Gypsy. I could see a bunker on lush green lawns.

In no time I was again put to dark. One of them kept browsing at my cell phone directory. Suddenly, my mobile tinkled. It was Uncle’s number. They refused to reply. Phone buzzed once more. Then it was my mother and other family members and then a volley of tinkles from my office colleagues.

 Our Editor was calling. 

 
Mobile was taken away.

 
Now a Kashmiri speaking man came and asked me to call my Mom and inform her, “I am Ok.” He called her and I obeyed his orders.

 No sooner I dropped the phone; my Editor was back on the line. I at once answered his phone with loudspeaker on. 

He told them that I am innocent and may be released without any harm.

 
After a few minutes, some officer boarded the front seat of the vehicle.

 “Sorry yar, we caught hold of you by mistake. Just a human error. I wonder can human errors prove that dangerous. We were looking for someone and we got someone else. But do remember that we did no harm to you,” he said and the Gypsy left the spot.

 
As I had presumed, the Gypsy drove straight for few miles and then took a left. I felt it was the Bye Pass road. After few miles drive another left and there was it.

I was dropped on the Airport Road close to the place I was picked.

I thanked the officials. 

My family was standing helplessly at the shop were from I was lifted. As fortune would have it, the next customer at the puncture repair shop was my neighbour. 

 
When he looked at the bike, he identified that it was my bike and so in no time the noble advocate called my family and they contacted my office.

Being a media person, I had contacts and got released safely. Even the IG Kashmir, S M Sahay was looking for me and was courteous enough to collect the entire detail of the incident from me. Scores of officials and others contacted me.

What happened with me is nothing special. Such events are as normal as sunrise and sunset in Kashmir. But when it happens with someone not known, the fate can only be imagined. I don’t claim a big profile but here it proved big enough to save me from what could have been anything from disappearance to death. How many mistaken identities have either got disappeared or are lying buried somewhere we don’t even know where?
PROTEST IN SOPORE AGAINST SECURITY FORCES

Oct 2: People in the apple township of Sopore staged protest demonstrations against the security forces for allegedly committing excesses in the area. 

The residents of Sopore said that on September 27, militants attacked an army convoy in the area in which a soldier was killed and another injured. The residents said that after the incident, the security personnel have 'let loose a reign of terror' in the area and made their lives miserable. The security personnel have been harassing the people of Chanderkote Choru, Krank Shivan and Bulgam area, the residents said. 

The residents said that the identity card of youth of Chanderkote identified as Mohammad Younis was snatched by the army personnel and asked to visit the camp. "As he visited the camp to collect his I-card, the soldiers pounced on him and beat him mercilessly. He was tortured and let off in a bad shape. He has been shifted to hospital," the residents said. 

The residents further said that the soldiers are beating the youth and elderly persons without any justification. "They also barge into the residential houses of people and harass and threaten them," the residents said. 

To protest against the excesses of the soldiers, the residents of the affected areas today took to roads at Sopore and staged a peaceful protest demonstration. Raising anti-forces, anti-India and pro-freedom slogans, the protesting people were demanding end to the atrocities of the soldiers. Later top police and civil officials visited the spot and assured the protestors that the matter would be taken with the concerned security agency. Afterwards, the protestors dispersed off peacefully.

14 HOUSES SET ABLAZE AFTER ENCOUNTER

AN ACT OF VENGEANCE BY SOLDIERS: BANDIPORE LOCALS
Bandipore, Oct 18: Two militants were killed, two soldiers injured and at least 14 houses gutted during an encounter in north Kashmir’s Bandipore district. 

Locals said soldiers and policemen cordoned off Lawdara village this morning and launched searches. “Militants who were hiding in the fields fired upon the search party. The soldiers retaliated triggering an encounter,” the locals said.

According to the locals two militants were killed in the gunfight that lasted for more than four hours.

 A civilian identified as Ghulam Muhammad Lone son of Abdul Rehman Lone sustained injuries in the gunfight.

 
The locals said that after the encounter ended soldiers sprinkled gunpowder over some houses and set the houses on fire. “At least 14 houses were gutted in the fire,” the residents said, adding, “Setting houses on fire was an act of vengeance.” 

 
After the siege was lifted thousands of people raising pro-freedom and anti-troops slogans took to the roads and staged a massive protest on Srinagar-Bandipore road.

 
Locals said around 200 people have been rendered homeless in the blaze. 

 
Soldiers also arrested Abdul Razak Lone son of Muhammad Ramzan Lone from Lawdara before launching the searches. “It seems Lone has been used as a human shield,” the protesters said, adding, “Soldiers are denying his arrest now.”

The protesters were demanding the whereabouts of Lone and the bodies of the two slain militants. “Hand over the bodies to us,” the protesters shouted.  

 However Brigade Commander of 81 Mountain brigade, G U Garg, denied the soldiers had set houses on fire. “Militants had taken refuge inside the houses and the structures were gutted during exchange of fire.”

 Garg said that in the gunfight two soldiers also sustained injuries.      

 
Meanwhile Army’s Srinagar based spokesman in a statement said, “The soldiers of 57 Rashtriya Rifles and 3 JAKLI launched searches in Ladur area this morning. Militants holed up inside the village fired upon the search party. Troops retaliated and a fire-fight ensued.”

 
The spokesman said in the ensuing gunfight two militants identified as Zain alias Haider, a Harkatul-Mujahideen commander, and Chottu were killed. 

ANTI SOG PROTESTS ROCK LOLAB

Kupwara, Oct 18: Outraged at what they termed a “reign of terror” unleashed by the personnel of Special Operations Group (SOG) of JK police, residents of Doniwara Lolab in this frontier district of north Kashmir staged massive protests. 

The locals said the SOG men posing as militants barged into the house of Liyaqat Ali Khan on Wednesday night and demanded food and shelter. “Family members resisted and raised an alarm. The resistance offered by the family members attracted the attention of the neighbours,” the locals said.

They said sensing trouble gunmen resorted to aerial firing and fled away. 

This morning hundreds people from Doniwara and other adjoining villages raising pro-freedom and anti-SOG slogans took to roads and blocked the vehicular movement on the Kupwara-Lolab road for more than three hours. 

The protesters were demanding stern action against the SOG men who, they said, have made their lives miserable. 

Later senior police officials reached the spot and assured the protesters that erring SOG men would be punished. After the assurances protesters dispersed.

ARMY SNATCHES LAND AND SLEEP OF MANASBAL RESIDENTS

Manasbal, Oct 8: The modern warfare airport constructed by Army in Sumbal area of Bandipore district in north Kashmir is giving sleepless nights to the locals who were up in arms against the project from the day one.

According to locals, the airport which has come up on the banks of picturesque Manasbal lake has made there lives hellish. “The aerial exercises going on since inauguration of the airport has made our lives a hell. Continuous noise and deafening sounds of Army helicopters participating in aerial exercises is giving us sleepless nights,” people said. 

“We approached many ministers since Army started acquiring land here. But our pleas fell on deaf ears,” they added.

About 2500 kanals of land mostly belonging to Sheri-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences was occupied by the Army for raising the airport.

 
Apart from rendering fruit growers and farmers jobless, the project, according to locals has also hit the people associated with tourism. Experts said the construction of the airport would have an adverse impact on ecology including the Manasbal Lake.

 
Sources said Army is acquiring another 176 kanals of land for run-way purposes in the area.

 Residents of Asham, Safapora, Garokabal, Kundbal, Mirabad, Gratabal and adjoining areas told that the acquisition of land by the Army has deprived them of their livelihood. 

“My entire orchard has been taken over by the Army,” said Ghulam Rasool, a resident of Asham. “I have no other source of income. How can I feed my four children?” 

 
Locals have also formed a committee against the land occupation and have been protesting for the past four years.

Incharge airport, Brigadier Vikesh Kumar declined to comment on the issue. “Sorry, I can’t say anything about this,” he said.

Despite stiff resistance from the locals, the Army started constructing the airport four years ago. The airport was formally inaugurated on October 1 this year by General Officer Commanding of Srinagar-based 15 Corps.

I SAW POLICEMEN KILLING A MAN’

POLICE OFFICIAL DEPOSES BEFORE COURT (FAKE ENCOUNTERS)
Oct 16: The case of fake encounter killing of Abdur Rehman Padder, a carpenter from Larnu Kokernag took a new twist on Tuesday when a senior police official deposed before the court saying that the accused cops of the Special Operation Group brought a man to the Sumbal camp on December 8, 2006—the day Rehman disappeared—before murdering him.  He however said he was unsure whether the victim was Rehman.  The statement almost upholds findings of Special Investigation Team of Police which is probing the case. The SIT has said that Rehman, 35, who went missing from Batmaloo bus stand here on December 8 was taken to Waskura Ganderbal in the night and killed allegedly in a fake  encounter by the SOG from Ganderbal and Sumbal. 

Prosecution produced one of the witnesses, Farooq Ahmad Mir, second incharge of SOG camp Sumbal in the court of Principal and Session Judge Muhammad Yaqoob Mir. 

Farooq Ahmad state, “On the morning of December 8, 2006,  one of the accused ASI Farooq Gudoo who was also incharge of the camp asked him to send a ‘Rakshak’ vehicle along with some cops to Ganderbal. “On my direction, constables Zaheer Abbas, Manzoor Ahmad, Karnail Singh, Surander Khan and driver Rajinder Kumar boarded the vehicle and left for Ganderbal. They returned to the camp at 4 pm. They brought a man with them but I did not ask for his credentials.” Farooq told the court. 

Soon, he said ASI Farooq Gudoo and Constable Bansi Lal reached the camp in a separate vehicle. Later in the evening, Farooq said that Gudoo directed him to prepare the cops for an operation. “The same team of cops which had brought the civilian to the camp boarded the Rakshak vehicle along with two SPOs. However, when we reached Waskura, our vehicle got stuck in mud. The cops alighted from the vehicle along with the civilian who was wearing pheran (Traditional dress). The cops took the civilian with them and I and a few CRPF troopers were directed to remain on the spot.”

After 45 minutes, Farooq said he heard some gunshots. “The gunshots continued for two and a half hour. There was a lull after it for nearly 30 minutes. Later ASI Farooq Gudoo telephoned me asking me to bring the vehicle on main road. When they reached the spot, they brought a body with them. However, due to darkness I could not see or identify the body properly.  We took the body in another vehicle to Sumbal camp,” Farooq added.    

“I identify all of them except him,” he said while pointing towards one of the accused cops, Farooq Ahmad Padder. 

During cross-examination, counsel for the accused tried to corner Farooq by saying that usually sources accompany during the encounter.  However, Farooq said, “I don’t know whether the person who was lifted was a source or not. Thus to me he was a civilian.” 

The court also recorded statement of slain carpenter Abdur Rehman’s wife Muneera. She said her husband was the lone breadwinner of his family. “He was working in Srinagar for many years. Three years ago, he got a big contract at Shuhama Alesteng and was putting up at a rented accommodation at Batamaloo. He earned Rs 10,000 per month and used to give me five to eight thousand for household expenses.” 

However, when the judge asked her what happened to Abdur Rehman, she instantly replied “Farooq killed him.” 

“PHE department had constructed a water tank on our land. We used to monitor its functioning, however the department did not pay any rent or salary to us. Farooq Padder who is our distant relative demanded Rs 75,000 from my husband for appointment as a watchman for the water tank.  However, he resorted to dillydallying tactics,” Muneera stated. 

Muneera said she learnt about Rehman’s disappearance when his apprentices Ghulam Ahmad Wani and Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din returned to Larnu Kokernag on December 8, 2006. 

“My husband was a pious man. He was a ‘Dervish’ and many people used to meet him and seek his blessings. If anybody has any doubts, they can ask people of Shuhama,” she added.   

Rahman s/o Ghulam Rasool Padder went missing from Batmaloo bus stand here on December 8. He was later killed allegedly in a fake encounter by the SOG at Sumbal. His face was mutilated with bullets and burnt. Later the SOG dubbed him as a Lashker-e-Toiba militant, Abu Hafiz of Multan Pakistan and claimed recovery of an AK-47 rifle, three magazines, 36 rounds of ammunition and a grenade. An FIR was registered in Shadipora Police Station and the SOG men who participated in the fake encounter were awarded Rs 1, 20,000 by the police.

After exhumation of his body his DNA samplings matched with his relatives confirming that he was a Kashmiri man and not a Pakistani militant. 

In May this year, court framed charges of criminal conspiracy, abduction, murder and destruction of evidence under sections 201, 364, 120-B and 302 against suspended SSP Hansraj Parihar, his deputy Bahadur Ram, SOG cops Farooq Ahmad Gudoo, Farooq Ahmad Padder, Manzoor Ahmad and Zaheer Abbas. All of them were present in the court.

ARMY SEEKS DEFERMENT OF FAKE ENCOUNTERS TRIAL

CITES SC’S STAYING OF PATHRIBAL CASE
Srinagar, Oct 18: Army on Thursday filed an application in the court seeking deferment of proceedings in fake encounter killing of Molvi Showkat Khatana of Banihal, Doda, saying the “case is identical” with the infamous Pathribal case which has been stayed by the Supreme Court.

During hearing of the case in the court of Chief Judicial Magistrate Aijaz Hussain Mir, the Army through its counsel filed the application seeking deferment of the case till Pathribal case is decided. After hearing arguments of the counsels, the court directed the state through Chief Prosecuting Officer Bashir Ahmad to file objections within one week. The case would come up for hearing on October 25. 

“We have asked for deferment of proceedings of the case as the Supreme Court recently stayed the identical Pathribal case. We must wait for outcome of the case,” Anil Bhan, Army’s counsel and Additional Solicitor General told said.

 
Molvi Showkat, 27, the imam of a mosque in Alamgari Bazaar Srinagar, went missing on October 5, 2006. Late in the evening, the Army’s 13 Rashtriya Rifles and SOG Ganderbal according to Special Investigation Team of Police probing the case killed him in a fake encounter at Baazipora Ajas.

In the FIR, the RR unit and SOG had labeled Molvi Showkat as Abu Zahid of Karachi Pakistan and claimed he was killed in “multiple ambushes” at Baazipora. His DNA samplings however matched with his relatives, proving that he was not a Pakistani militant.

The suspended Superintendent of Police Hansraj Parihar, his deputy Bahadur Ram, three personnel of their escort Manzoor Ahmad, Farooq Ahmad Gudoo and Tariq Ahmad, and an imam Muhammad Ashraf were present in the court. However, the other accused, Colonel Vikram Singh, Major Reshi, 2nd Lt Col VK Sharma, Junior Commissioned Officer Puran Singh and Nayak Satya Ram did not attend the court.

Earlier, Parihar made an appeal to the court for accepting his application. “For last six months we are languishing in jail in this case. We want justice…,” Parihar told the court. “You will be given fair trial,” the judge told him.

POLICE YET TO ARREST FOURTH ACCUSED IN GULSHAN MURDER CASE: PARENTS

‘HE IS AN ARMY INFORMER HIDING IN HEDI CAMP’
Srinagar, Oct 20: Parents and relatives of Gulshan Akhtar of Kupwara who was raped and murdered earlier this month October 20 said police has not arrested Ghulam Rasool Shah, who, according to them is involved in the murder and is being sheltered by army in a camp.

Eight year-old Gulshan, a student of 2nd standard of Pathri Sangda of Kralpora in district Kupwara went missing on October 1 and eight days later her body, dotted with marks of cigarette butts and a damaged left eye, was recovered from nearby Suna Nand. 

 
Autopsy of the body had revealed that Gulshan was raped before being killed.  

Parents, two minor sisters, cousins and other relatives of Gulshan reached Srinagar early this morning and demanded the arrest of Shah and severe punishment to the other three accused men who have been arrested by police. Bashir Ahmad Jathla the father of Gulshan said, “Ghulam Rasool Shah, son of Ghulam Mohiuddin Shah who is main culprit is hiding in the Hedi army camp in Kralpora for past so many days and despite the repeated assurances by the police, he is still at large.” 

 
Jathla said the accused, Ghulam Rasool Shah, his brother Abdul Qayoom and their relatives Ejaz Ahmad Shah and Zahid Khan of Pathri Sangda, Kralpora, raped and murdered Gulshan. He said while the other three men have been arrested, police was not arresting Shah “who is very close to Commanding Officer of the army in the area.” 

 
Police had arrested three more persons in connection with the murder of Gulshan.

 
Rafiqa mother of Gulshan said both the brothers Ghulam Rasool and Abdul Qayoom were working with the army and had unleashed a reign of terror in the area. “My husband had earlier on number of occasions asked them to give up their relations with the army and dont encourage them to enter into the village at will. In retaliation he (Jathla) was severely thrashed by the Shah brothers in the month of Ramzan and our home, a tin shed was twice attacked and damaged by them,” Rafiqa said amid sobs, adding, “They killed my innocent daughter.”

 
 
Demanding immediate attention from chief minister into the matter, Joint secretary  

Bar Association, said army is now harassing and targeting people in remote areas. “We are now becoming insecure at the hands of troops and demand their complete withdrawal from the state. This is another case of its kind where a minor girl was raped and murdered. What has government done to provide security to the people in the remote areas?” Sidiq said.

 
Citing examples of Mahajan murder case and Sabrina rape and murder case Sidiq said, “If police can solve the murder or rape cases within days wherein civilians are involved why are they reluctant to arrest Shah who is an informer of army.”

 
 
Army spokesman denied that army was shielding anybody. He said, “It is a police case and police should investigate it.”

CM GIVES 10 OF 10 TO JK POLICE

REGISTER CASE AGAINST DYSP: SHRC
Srinagar, Oct 21: State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) today directed the police to register a case against two persons including a police officer for allegedly raping a woman five months back in Poonch district.

The Commission also took serious note of shoddy probe into disappearance of a man and directed the Government to pay compensation of Rs. 2 lakh to his family members.

The directions into the alleged rape came after a complaint was filed by the victim with the SHRC alleging that the DySP Poonch and his friend raped her twice in June this year. 

SHRC Chairman Justice M Y Kawoos in his judgement said, "I have gone through the report of Inspector General of Police SHRC, and I am of the view that this is not the stage for appreciating the evidences and rejecting the complaints on the basis of minor discrepancies". 

"The statement she has given before the Commission, the Inquiry Officer and the Judicial Magistrate cannot be brushed aside with a twinkle of an eye," the judgement said. 

The Commission said that this was a fit case where directions should be made to the police to register the case against the accused and accordingly directed IGP Crime and Railways to register the case under Section 376 of Ranbir Penal Code and investigate the matter at the highest level.

Meanwhile, SHRC rapped the State Police for its shoddy probe into the disappearance of a man, who went missing five years ago, and asked the State Government to pay compensation of Rs 2 lakh to his four sisters. 

Disposing of a petition, SHRC member Habibullah Bhat asked to the Government to pay Rs 2 lakh to the four sisters who have lost their brother, Ghulam Rasool Lone, as ex-gratia relief and provide a Government job to family member on compassionate grounds. 

 
Expressing his displeasure over the shoddy probe into the matter, the Commission also directed the probe to be handed over to the Crime Branch of the State Police. The 25-year-old Lone, was picked up by the Special Task Force in December 2002. His four sisters - Shameema, Zeenat, Naghma and Atiqa - reported the matter to Kulgam Police about the disappearance of their brother. 

Taking a suo moto cognizance, the SHRC directed the IGP, to file a report, which was submitted in February 2003. 

During the probe, some surrendered militants, also called ‘Ikhwanis’ suspected to be involved in the youth’s disappearance were arrested, but later released on bail. 

"The police committed a serious error, when the four arrested Ikhwanis admitted that they had picked up Lone, police should have asked them where the victim had gone and how he disappeared from their custody," he said. 

The violators of law cannot escape the accountability on disappearance of Lone. The police did not act in accordance with the terms of law and as such the investigations into the case should be channelised, Bhat added.

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

· NEW ARMY CHIEF RULES OUT TROOP WITHDRAWAL

Oct 1: While the outgoing Army Chief, General JJ Singh had hinted troop withdrawal on Sunday, his successor, General Deepak Kapoor today said that the withdrawal from the insurgency affected areas of North Eastern India and Jammu and Kashmir was ruled out at this stage.

Taking over the command of the Indian Army on Monday, Gen Deepak Kapoor said that things were not yet normal in ‘terrorism affected areas’.

“Normalcy has not yet returned to these areas. The army will continue to fight terrorism. Troop reduction will happen as and when the government decides after assessing the situation,” Gen Kapoor said shortly after inspecting the guard of honour to mark his taking over as the 23rd chief of the Indian Army.

Significantly, Gen Kapoor’s remarks come a day after his predecessor Gen JJ Singh said levels of attrition and violence in these areas came to down to one-thirds during his tenure. “There are signs of normalcy. Violence and casualties on our side in J and K and the North East have been contained to about one-thirds of what they were,” Gen Singh had said on Sunday, his last day in uniform.

Gen Kapoor said how the role and size of the army changes in the future would depend on conditions within the country and on India’s status as a regional and global force. 

“Force modernisation remains my number one priority,” he said.

The new army chief said improving the image of the army is among the important tasks he has listed for himself. He was speaking on the increasing cases of corruption across all ranks. 

“It is a challenge and in the army we are taught to face challenges,” he said.

The other areas that the army needs to focus on are joint working with the navy and the air force and developing a better culture and ethos, Gen Kapoor said. Of late, the army has been plagued by instances of suicides and fratricide.

· LARGE NUMBER OF MILITANTS WAITING TO INFILTRATE: ARMY

Oct 4: A large number of trained Pakistani militants have been waiting at launching pads along the Line of Control (LoC) to sneak into Kashmir valley in a media conference at Handwara, General Officer Commanding (GOC) of Kilo Force Major General Rajinder Singh said.

Disclosing this that intelligence inputs have revealed that large numbers of militants trained in handling sophisticated weapons have been waiting for the opportunities to infiltrate into this side through LoC to create bloodshed in the State.

"Army wants to restore peace before the coming Assembly elections in the State and all the concerned agencies have to play a pivotal role in this regard", he added.

· PEACE IN JAMMU AND KASHMIR; VIOLENCE GOES DOWN: DM

Oct 10: Defence Minister A. K Antony told a newsperson in New Delhi that there was no question of reciprocating the UJC's ceasefire. "There is no question of ceasefire," he told reporters on the sidelines of a function.

"We are all for peace. There is peace in Jammu and Kashmir. The violence level has come down sharply. So where is the question of ceasefire," Antony said. 

Army Chief Gen. Deepak Kapoor and another retired General S K Sinha, Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, are also not in favour of any reduction in the troop deployment at the moment since it may demoralise the forces to lose the tempo of the drive against the ultras, the sources said.

All the same, an official compilation of the law and order situation in Jammu and Kashmir shows a continuous drop in the number of civilians killed by the militants.

A total of 128 civilians were killed in the first eight months of 2007 until August 31 as against 410 civilian deaths during the same period in 2006 and 556 in 2005. The annual casualties of the civilians were around 1000 between 1990 and 2003.

The number of security forces killed or injured has also dropped significantly. For the first time since 1990, the number of security force personnel killed has dropped to an annual average of just over 100. As of August 31, records show only 85 killed. The closest figure in the past two decades was in 1990, when 155 security personnel were killed. In 2006, when Track II efforts for peace and Musharraf's tight control over infiltration began to produce results, the number was still 182.

Similarly, the number of security personnel injured this year is 246, compared to the nearest figure of 332 in 1990 and 484 in 2006.

On the other hand, militant casualties have also nose-dived. By August 31, the number of militants killed is 306. The lowest until last year has been in 1990 when 550 militants were killed. In 2006, the security forces killed 591 militants.

Another indicator of the overall improvement in the situation is the number of militants surrendering. Till August 31, only 88 militants have surrendered, whereas last year the figure was 190. In 1991, there were 612 surrenders. It only shows that not many are now lured into militancy to realise mistake and later offer themselves for surrender.

The number of militancy related-incidents has also dropped significantly to 796 in the first eight months of 2007. It was 1,667 last year while the number of such incidents had hovered for several years around 5,000.

· NO CUSTODIAL DISAPPEARANCE IN 2007: AZAD

Oct 17: The chief minister Ghulam Nabi Azad said, "If all goes well, year 2007 will be the first year in the last 19 years in which no custodial disappearance was recorded." 

Speaking during the All India Editors' Conference in Srinagar, Azad said that the assurances about zero tolerance are being implemented strictly and added that his government and the central government would not tolerate any such nonsense. 

He said the situation in Kashmir has improved considerably and human rights violations have been checked. "During the past 10 months not a single case of custodial disappearance has been reported in the state," he said. 

He said that he was hopeful that the situation would continue to remain so. "I keep my fingers crossed that 2007 would be the first year since violence erupted in Kashmir when no case of custodial disappearance was reported," he said. 

He said cases of custodial killings have been brought down to 5 percent, adding this was the result of the zero tolerance towards human rights violations announced by the Prime Minister of India. 

· TIME NOT RIPE FOR TROOPS CUT: MANGAT

Oct 19: Former deputy chief minister Mangat Ram Sharma said that time is not feasible for any troop cut in valley, as "infiltration is still on". 

"Situation in valley is not feasible for demilitarisation, as there is no improvement in security situation. Infiltration across the border is still on, then how can government think of pulling troops out from here," said Sharma while talking to media persons on the sidelines of the inaugural function of All India inter-university Baseball Tournament in Kashmir University campus.

· ‘5099 SECURITY PERSONNEL KILLED IN PAST 18 YEARS IN J&K’

Oct 21: Paying rich tributes to J&K Police personnel for offering ‘supreme sacrifices’ in service of the Nation, Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad said that State Police was as efficient and brave as any other police or para-military force in the country.

The Chief Minister was addressing a function here today in connection with the Police Commemoration Day observed throughout the country on October 21 in memory of the 10 CRPF personnel who laid down their lives this day in 1959 at Hot Springs in Ladakh fighting Chinese incursion. 

Azad said as many as 5099 police and security force personnel sacrificed their lives while fighting militancy during the past 18 years of turmoil in the troubled state.

Giving figures, he said 868 policemen, 447 special police officers and 128 village defence committee members laid down their lives to protect the dignity of their fellowmen.

“414 dependents of martyrs have already been provided jobs in the state police and preference is being given to them for employment in other departments also,” Azad said.

The Chief Minister also promised to remove discrepancies in the ration money paid to central police organisations and the state police.

Speaking on the occasion, Director General of Police Kuldeep Khoda said during the past one year around 700 police personnel sacrificed their lives across the country.

“It is the duty of the entire nation now to ensure that families and dependents of police martyrs lead a dignified and comfortable life,” he added.

The Chief Minister and DGP also laid wreaths on the memorial of the police personnel.

· SITUATION IN J&K HAS IMPROVED: AZAD

Oct 22: Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad claimed that situation in the Jammu and Kashmir state has improved to a large extent and the people are witnessing a significant change in the security scenario. 

"This is the fourth function of the day. Situation is improving with a better speed and the people are witnessing a change which resembles top pre-1990 period," observed Azad, at the end of an investiture ceremony held here at Sher-i-Kashmir International Convention Centre (SKICC). 

· SHRC ORDERS RE-INVESTIGATION

               ‘Youth killed in fake encounter’

Oct 5: The State Human Rights Commission today indicted army for killing a civilian in custody and directed the Crime Branch to reopen the case of ‘encounter’ registered in police station Ganderbal in 1999.
In a case filed by a Khatija Begum mother of Muhammad Sultan Bhat of Batwani Ganderbal the Commission described the encounter killing of Muhammad Sultan Bhat of Batwani Ganderbal as fake encounter and directed that FIR 58/1999 registered in police station Ganderbal be reopened under section 364/302 of RPC.

Khatija had filed the case in the Commission saying her son Muhammad Sultan Bhat was picked up by troops on September 20, 1999 from his home with the help of government gunman Ghulam Muhammad Kuloo. 

The mother says that few days after the arrest of her son it was reported that he has been buried in neighboring village Reshipora Ganderbal. She approached the Court for exhumation of the body of her son and after exhumation he was buried in his ancestral graveyard. The police meanwhile had projected the case as of encounter.

The single bench of the Commission Habibullah Bhat observed that it was strange that body of the victim was buried by troops themselves. “The police station was not called for identification of the body,” the Commission observed and said that the normal course for burying the body was not adopted. The Commission recommended the reopening of the case, Rs one lakh to the relatives of the deceased and job under SRO 43.

· STUDENT FROM LOLAB MISSING

Srinagar, Oct 10: A 9th class student hailing from Lolab, Kupwara has gone missing from civil Lines area some two months back. 

According to reports, Tasheer Ahmad Lone son of Ghulam Hassan Lone of Lalpora, Lolab, Kupwara presently putting up at Sonawar has gone missing from August 17. Tasheer is a class 9th student of Government High Secondary School, Sonawar. 

The family members of the missing youth have lodged a missing report in Police Station Ram Munshi Bagh and urged people to contact mobile No 9419696792 in case they have got some information about Tasheer

SUICIDES BY TROOPS

· JAWAN COMMITS SUICIDE

JAMMU, Oct1: An army jawan allegedly committed shooting himself with his service weapon while on duty at Nagrota, 13 kms from Jammu. 

The jawan, identified as Sepoy M Rajesh, 22, of 17 Engineers Regiment, shot himself with his INSAS Rifle at 1. 55 AM, defence spokesman Lt Col S D Goswami said.

The deceased, who belonged to Bangalore (Karnataka), had been on leave and joined his unit on September 27, 2007.

A Court of Inquiry has been instituted to ascertain the reasons of provocation, which forced Sepoy Rajesh to take the extreme step, the spokesman said.

The army authorities had also lodged an FIR in the concerned Police Station, he added. Police has initiated inquest proceedings under section 174 CrPc in this connection.

· HAVALDAR COMMITS SUICIDE

JAMMU, Oct 22 : An army Havildar allegedly committed suicide by hanging himself from a ceiling fan at his place of posting in Bari Brahamana, about 15 km from Jammu provision.

The body of the Non-commissioned Officer (NCO), Havildar Bala Prasad, 40, of Signals Regiment, was found hanging at 0700 hrs, defence spokesman Lt Col S D Goswami said.

The signalman was a resident of Banda, Uttar Pradesh, he said.

Army has lodged an FIR with the police and instituted an Independent Court of Inquiry (COI) to ascertain the reasons forcing the NCO to take the extreme step. 

Police on the other hand said that Havaldar Bala Parsad, son of Babu Lal resident of Bihar presently serving in 92 Brigade committed suicide inside the STD/PCO where he was on duty in the early hours today. He opened the STD/PCO at 5 AM and was found hanging with the ceiling fan later.

Inquest proceedings under section 174 CrPc have been initiated in this connection.

CHRONOLOGY OF OCTOBER 2007 INCIDENTS

Oct 1: One cop was killed and two others injured as the militants snatched their arms and fled from the scene, in Poonch. One unidentified militant was killed in a separate encounter in the outskirts of Doda while dead body of a militant of HUJI was recovered during a search operation from Kishtwar district. The deceased militant was identified as Abdul Rasheed alias Kuba. One more army personnel end his life by committing suicide at Nagrota, Jammu. 

Oct 2: Two army majors of Rashtriya Rifles 34 BN and three LeT militants were killed a gun battle between militants and army in Tangmarg-Beerwah belt of central Kashmir
Oct 3: One army soldier of Rashtriya Rifles 34 BN and six LeT militants were killed in a fierce gun battle between militants and troops in Tangmarg-Beerwah belt of central Kashmir.

Oct 4: Two militants of LeT and a Junior Commissioner Officer (JCO) was killed in an encounter in Gumroo village of Bandipora. 
Oct 5: Three militants where killed on the LoC in Tanghdar while police claimed it has killed in a joint operation with army killed a district commander of Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) outfit in Pulwama. The slain militant was identified as Abu Furkan of Pakistan.

Oct 6: Seven militants and two army men were killed Drangyari forest area in frontier district of Kupwara. In another incident of violence an unidentified militant was killed in an encounter with policemen and 

troops in north Kashmir’s Baramulla's district.

Oct 7: One-army personnel and a militant were killed in an encounter at Thune, 10 kilometres from Kangan, Ganderbal. 

Oct 8: Two militants identified as Sartaj Ahmed Shaksaz son of Abdul Hamid and Ashiq Ahmed Padder son of Ghulam Nabi of Gansargam were killed at Mahipora, Kulgam. In another encounter one militant of LeT was killed in an encounter with troops in frontier district of Kupwara and a girl namely, Mehvish was shot dead by unknown gunmen inside her residential house at Warpora Sopore. 

Oct 9: No incident of violence reported. 
Oct 10: Two militants were killed in Sugan and one in Chak Cholan police said initial investigations showed that the militants belonged to Hizbul Mujahideen. One of the militants was identified as Farooq Ahmed War and the identity of second militant was not immediately established. One more militant was killed in an encounter at Chak- Cholan. Initial investigations have showed that the killed militant is believed to Sabzar Ahmed Mir code Motisim BN Commander of LET and a soldier, wounded in a fierce encounter with militants at Rajwar in Kupwara district on Oct 9, succumbed at hospital. A woman was identified as Zaitooni, 40, r/o Chak Arsala Kha Bandipora was shot dead by unidentified gunmen at his native area.  

Oct 11: Police recovered a human skeleton from civil lines Srinagar. A police spokesman said the skeleton was recovered near Galwanpora Hyderpora. Police claimed it has initiated action under section 174 CrPC in this regard

Oct 12: Two Fidayeens affiliated with LET were killed while forcing their entry into a CRPF camp in Boulevard at Dal Gate.  

Oct 13: Police claimed to have killed a battalion commander of Lashkar-e-Toiba in a gunfight in North Kashmir. He identified the slain militant commander as Faisal alias Abu Osama of Pakistan.
Oct 14: A junior commissioned officer (JCO) of Army was killed in a fierce gun-battle with militants at Gandoh in Jammu’s Doda district. 
Oct 15: Unidentified gunmen shot and injured three members of a family at Beerwah, Budgam. Unidentified gunmen barged into the house of one Mohammad Ashraf Mir son of Late Ghulam Mohammad at Rawalpora Beerwah. "The gunmen fired indiscriminately towards the inmates in the house, resulting in injuries to Mohammad Ashraf, his mother Raja, 60 and his daughter Tenzeela, 10"
Oct 16: One SPO identified as Mushtaq of Jammu and Kashmir Police was killed in frontier district of Kupwara. In an encounter three militants of LeT outfit were killed in an encounter with troops in Lancha area of Gool in Ramban district the deceased militants were identified as Mohammad Rafiq alias Abu Usman alias Janbaz Call Sign R-3 SS (Area Commander LeT of Lancha), son of Mohammad Ismail (Kala) Gujjar and Liyaqat alias Showkat, son of Mohammad Sain (Kanu) and Noor Hussain, son of Gulabo all residents of Lancha.

Oct 17: One soldier was injured in an encounter with troops in frontier district of Kupwara.

Oct 18: Two militants of Harkat-ul-Mujahideen were killed in an encounter with troops in Lawdara village of Bandipora district. The slain militants were identified as Zain alias Haider and Chottu.
Oct 19: One HM militant identified as Irshad Ahmad Dar alias Tawseef, son of Habibullah Dar of Chichilora Magam was killed in an encounter with troops and unidentified gunmen shot dead Ghulam Nabi Khanday (46) son of Muhammad Shaban of Khandaypora Panzgam at Khandaypora
Oct 20: One militant Abu Abdullah Jaish of Lashkar-e-Toiba and one personnel of SOG were killed in an encounter at village Malpore in Sopore.
Oct 21: No violence related killing reported from any part of the state.  

Oct 22: An army Havildar allegedly committed suicide by hanging himself from a ceiling fan at his place of posting in Bari Brahamana, about 15 km from Jammu.

Oct 23: Abdul Rashid Mir of Rawathpora, a teacher, killed by army personnel, was tortured before he was shot dead in Kupwara in north Kashmir.
Oct 24: Police and army claimed to have killed two militants in a joint operation at Brar-Bandipora. The slain militants identified them as Saqib and Huzaifa belonged to Jaish-e-Mohammad.
Oct 25: An army jawan was killed in a militant attack in border district of Kupwara and one soldier was killed in what has been officially described as "hostile fire" near the Line of Control (LoC) in Poonch district.
Oct 26: A mentally challenged boy was shot dead by the troops of Rashtriya Rifles (RR) in Watalab area of Baramulla.

Oct 27: No incident of violence related killing reported. 

Oct 28: No incident of violence related killing reported.

Oct 29: Two militants of Hizbul-Mujaheedin (HM) outfit were killed by the security forces in Dhamber nallah area of Chatroo in Kishtwar district. The slain ultras were identified as Mohammad Ashraf Bhat alias Umar Gaznavi, son of Ghulam Mohammad of Buttpora Passarkoot Chatroo and Jaffar Hussain, son of Nazir Ahmed Mir of Narian Damber Chatroo.

Oct 30: No incident of violence related killing reported.

Oct 31: Two militants including a Divisional Commander of Hizbul Mujahideen and a Special Police Officers were killed in a fierce encounter in Chatroo area of Kishtwar district.

KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2007

	Date
	Troops
	Militants
	Civilians
	Others

	Oct 1
	2
	2
	-
	-

	Oct 2
	2
	3
	-
	-

	Oct 3
	1
	6
	-
	-

	Oct 4
	1
	2
	-
	-

	Oct 5
	-
	4
	-
	-

	Oct 6
	2
	8
	-
	-

	Oct 7
	1
	1
	-
	-

	Oct 8
	-
	3
	1
	-

	Oct 9
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 10 
	1
	3
	-
	-

	Oct 11
	-
	-
	-
	1 unidentified Skelton recovered

	Oct 12
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Oct 13
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Oct 14
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 15
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 16
	1
	3
	-
	-

	Oct 17
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 18
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Oct 19
	-
	1
	1
	

	Oct 20
	1
	1
	-
	-

	Oct 21
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 22
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 23
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Oct 24
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Oct 25
	2
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 26
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Oct 27
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 28
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 29
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Oct 30
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 31
	1
	2
	-
	-

	Total 
	17
	48
	4
	1

	                                                            Total
	70




 	The Supreme Court recently stayed the trial in Pathribal case. Five civilians were killed in Pathribal hamlet of south Kashmir’s Islamabad district in March 2000 shortly after the massacre of 35 members of Sikh community when the then US President Bill Clinton was touring India.


 	After investigations, the CBI had filed chargesheeted five army officers, including a Brigadier, with criminal conspiracy, abduction murder and destruction of evidence in the Court of CJM Srinagar on May 11, 2006. After High Court upheld the orders of the CJM for giving options to army to opt for trial court proceedings or Court martial of the accused officers, Army approached the Supreme Court


 	The Apex Court stayed the trial after counsels for the accused submitted that the CBI filed the chargesheet without obtaining mandatory sanction from Central Government under provisions of Armed Forced (Special Powers) Act (APSPA).


 	In Molvi Showkat’s case too, Army had challenged jurisdiction of the Special Investigation Team of police probing the case on the grounds that it has not obtained sanction from New Delhi. The court had given options to the Army whether they will initiate court martial or face the trial in the court within 15 days. They are yet to respond.





GK STAFFER HELD, RELEASED


Oct 4: Greater Kashmir Senior Correspondent Majid Hyderi was Thursday morning picked up by some unknown security agency from Hyderpora square in the suburb here. He was two hours later released after questioning and identification. 


Greater Kashmir has approached Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad to order an inquiry into the matter.


Director General of Police Kuldeep Khuda was out of station and couldn’t be contacted.


Media Advisor to Home Department Virender Saksena said the matter will be probed thoroughly so that the safety of media-men is ensured.


Inspector General of Police Kashmir range SM Sahai told Greater Kashmir police was investigating the incident.





“I am worried and agonized; who would help my family? And get my sisters married, because I am unable to work now and doctors told me that due to Splenectomy I am liable to frequent infections and due to removal of my left kidney I am liable to have a possible renal failure. What will I do? Who will help me”, said Manzoor Ahmad Rather.








Members of J&K High Court Bar Association demanded a fair investigation into the case and severe punishment to the culprits. “Army is victimizing and pressurizing the civilians in remote areas of the valley to become their informers. And nowadays the troops are demanding girls from people in the remote areas where hardly any authority reaches to listen to the problems faced by them at the hands of army personnel,” said general secretary of the Bar association.








Total number of people killed: 5106


aaa


Females 198: Adults 156, Children 42 (i.e. those below age 17)


Civilian causalities: 2508


 Militant deaths: 2267


Custodial murders: 408


Enforced disappearances: 343








UJC Code of Conduct:


Each constituent group of the UJC shall believe its aims and objectives and abstain from all kinds of activities that go against it.


Each constituent group shall abide by the purpose and conduct of Jehad in the way of Allah and shall implement the same in aaa and spirit during operations.


a


Each constituent group shall abstain from taking any action against any Muslim unless proved to as an Indian agent/informer.


Each constituent group will ensure that its Mujahid/Mujahideen shall not target any non-combatant; non-Muslim men, women, and children.


Each constituent group shall respect and observe all the decisions taken by the UJC.


Each constituent group shall cooperate in the light of commandments of Allah with other outfits and shall abstain from indulging in any kind of activity that may directly/indirectly harm them.


Each constituent group will not speak against any of the co-constituent groups from any platform or public/private forum and would consult General Council in case of disputes, which shall decide the issues in the light of Quran and Sunnah.


If any Mujahid of any constituent group is found guilty of sinful acts that are immoral and un-Islamic, the authority of decision regarding his punishment or otherwise shall lie with UJC which shall conduct these affairs according to Shariah.


Each constituent shall abstain from targeting any public places like, schools, religious places, hospitals, markets and population settlements in any case.


Each constituent group shall ensure that it will target India’s defence installations and economic assets/places/sites.


Groups shall not strike near human settlements, public places where people lives could get harmed.


It is obligatory for each group to ensure that the code of conduct be observed by its Mujahideen failing which the Mujahid shall be taken to task by the concerned group.


Each group shall strictly ensure the awareness and implementation of the aims & objectives and code of conduct and organize special sessions in presence of UJC observer wherein the Mujahideen be enforced to promote brotherhood, cooperation and harmony among themselves so that their character reflects the unity of purpose.
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WOMEN – CHILDREN KILLED


Oct 8: According to reports, unidentified gunmen barged into the house of Muhammad Maqbool Malik at Warpora Sopur and resorted to indiscriminate firing killing his six-year old daughter Mehvish and injuring his another daughter Nighat Maqbool.


Assailants managed to escape from the spot after carrying out the attack.





Oct 10: A woman was identified as Zaitooni, 40, r/o Chak Arsala Kha Bandipora was shot dead by unidentified gunmen at his native area














PAGE  
15
The Informative Missive






         October 2007


