Editorial                                                SITTING ON THE VOLCANO
The fire in the Khundroo’s ammunition depot has shocked the people in Jammu Kashmir. For the first time people started realizing due to the omnipresent armed depot in the valley, they are sitting on the volcano. The incident has further highlighted the militarization issue in the state and its disastrous impact. Internationally there have been concerns only over the Siachen, the highest, coldest and most expensive battle field of world situated in Jammu Kashmir. The internal militarization in the state has least been given attention. Hitherto, the presence of Indian troops in the state of Jammu Kashmir with the draconian powers vested to them, have remained the public issue. The militarization is becoming now an issue in the conflict state. The militarization has many aspects; land occupied by the army, presence of the army, the lethal and sophisticated weaponry deployed here and the objectives and the strategy adopted by the Indian defense think tanks. Notwithstanding, the ‘post conflict measures’ as claimed by the government of India more and more land is being occupied by the army. According to the statement made by the government in the Assembly approximately 6, 81,839 Kanals of land in the state has been occupied by the army. The land under illegal occupation is manifold for which no compensation or rent is been paid to the villagers or even to the owners. More and more is been sought by the defense agencies which is been resented by the locals and even a section of the pro-India political parties. 


The Indian air force has requested 870 acres of land in Awantipora to expand the strategical base, which Government has acceded, ignoring the protest of the villagers, who are likely to be displaced. Even the defence is building an airfield and ammunition depot is Baranpather, Mansbal, where Sector Headquarters of 3RR are stationed. Army is holding more than1500 kanals of land that belonged SKUAST till 1991 but afterwards the army made a claim that the land was given to the Union of India by Maharaja in 1947 and contested the claim of SKUAST by stating that the university was given land by the state without the permission from the Indian Defence Ministry. It is completely the other way round. The army claiming the ownership of the land and undermining the title of the state. Though defense is a union subject while land acquisition is a subject assigned to the state that too in the state of Jammu Kashmir, where there are special statutes and constitutional guarantees like Article 370. Under the Land Acquisition and Requisition Act the land is to be released to the defense after it is acquired by the state. Even in the Srinagar, the capital of state 46,080 Kanals of precious land, which has directly hampered the urban development process, is under occupation. According to the master plan, the two areas, Tatoo ground at Bemina and Malatia ground at Aloochi Bagh to be utilized for urban development purpose and the army was given 212 acres of land at Sharifabad belonging to the State government in lieu of 139 acres of land at Tatoo ground for no costs. Despite, the land has not been handed over to state. The master plan also recommended that since JAKLI regimental center at Haftchinar and Garrisons engineer’s office are located in the heart of city, they need to be shifted to Rangrate and Karawa land devoid of agriculture and horticulture. But the army did not accede to the State Development Authority. The Pro-Indian political parties particularly the PDP (Peoples’ Democratic Party) has been making demilitarization as an issue nevertheless they are being rightly blamed for the militarization. The NC (National Conference) has equated the land occupation with the ‘Zionist Policy of grabbing the Palestinian land’ and is blaming PDP, which was itself power for three years and the land occupation was not an issue then. Now in coalition are demanding vacating of the land and claiming that the army is not paying any rent to the land which is currently under their control. Two lakh Kanals of land are under the unauthorized occupation of security forces. They further claimed that the army and security forces camps have rendered thousands of Kanals of cultivable land and orchards useless that caused people a great degree of trouble; as they need to divert routes due to forces camps. Even school boys are required to undertake a roundabout journey to schools because of the fact that huge stretches of land happened to be army or security forces camps. 

People have already been protesting over the land occupation and presence of army camps which has affected their day to day life. People have been demanding vacation of the residential houses, hospitals, schools, hostels, hotels and even graveyards. In district Rajouri and Doda, the government departments have been taken by the army and the respective offices work at their district headquarters from last 17 yrs. In Darhal Tehsil of Rajouri two years back barring a hospital building all the government offices had soldiers in them.  Such occupation causes great inconvenience to the inhabitants of areas. Even in the district hospital Rajouri, Sign Boards ceiling on the hospitals walls stating “Out of Bound Area”. The impact of militarization is enormous on Economy, Agriculture, Horticulture, Tourism, Psycho-social life, Environment and Education. It is a pity that much has been written about the Kashmir political history but the sordid and grotesque reality about militarization has never been professionally addressed. In other conflict area the international strategic institutes have been conducting researches and preparing voluminous reports in order to inform the impact of militarization to the researchers world over, but here it is has been reduced merely to rhetoric and slogans. It is unlikely that the Indian strategic studies or other reputed centers can dare to do so and the international organizations willing to do so shall be allowed by the government of India for obvious reason. As they don’t want the international community to know the truth it is a challenge for the local groups to address this issue with whatever possible resources at their command. It is a challenge and we have to face it.     

HUGE ARMS DEPOT EXPLODES AT KHUNDRU, ANANTNAG

18 KILLED; 30 INJURED; 800 HOUSES GUTTED; CATTLE PERISHED;FIELDS DESTROYED…
Aug 12: The scene of random blasts that provide deafening sounds is worth unforgettable for the people and the adjoining areas of Khundru. The plumes of heavy smoke emanating from army's 21-field ammunition depot at Khandru, panic and confusion continued to haunt the people living within three kilometers radius of the ammunition depot. 

More than eighteen persons were killed and two hundred persons injured in the continuous explosion of ammunition rocking in the area. Around 800 residential houses, nine mosques, a shrine and a temple are damaged due to the incident; where as crops and orchards worth crores of rupees have been destroyed. 

Defense authorities ordered a court of inquiry into the devastating fire at the 21 Field Ordnance Depots at Khundru in south Kashmir, destroying ammunition worth millions of rupees.

Various teams of bomb disposal squads of police had been deputed in the Khundru and adjoining area to deal with the indisposed shells that lay unattended. Public movement had been strictly restricted in the area. 

Twenty-four hours after the accident the state police and Army claimed, "The fire has been put under control to a very large extent. The danger level had come down.” But the civilian population was advised not to enter within one and a half kilometers radius, as unexploded mortar shells may be scattered within the area informed DIG of South Kashmir police range Hemant Kumar Lohai. He further added that villagers belonging to Sambran, Nowgam, Khundru, Pahloo, Khundru and Pangwan wouldn’t be allowed to enter in their villages until the situation becomes crystal clear.

It was confirmed that 100 percent houses in the twin villages of Sambran and Pahloo, which laid mere 100 yards away from the ammunition depot, have been totally gutted. Almost all the trees including the orchards have fallen on ground and the crop has completely been destroyed. Eyewitnesses maintained that after every five feet the land was eroded due to heavy shelling and would not be suitable for farming or cultivation anymore. The situation was reported to be almost similar in the surrounding villages within two kilometers range. 

Despite making repeated announcements though mosques and microphones in every village of the area, many people were untraceable to locate their family members. Later, police had been able to discover certain children and handed them over to their families. A protest a demonstration was also observed against administration by a Sikh Community for not had been able to provide them information about the whereabouts of six local Sikh youth who were missing after the incident happened. The missing Sikh youth were working as labourers in the camp. 

Many politicians from the government, opposition and mainstream visited the area and assessed the damage and havoc caused due to the fire and explosions in the area. A special team of higher officials of army and intelligence from Delhi along with commanding in-chief of Northern command reached the spot today, to take stock of the situation and to probe into what caused that heavy fire and damage. 

After having an aerial inspection of the affected area, chief minister Ghulam Nabi Azad held a meeting with the civil, police and defence administration at Khanabal and took stock of the situation. Major General S.K. Bhardawaj apprised the chief minister with the details regarding the fire incident. He said that people within one and half kilometer radius have not to show urgency in returning back to their homes; he advised they should not return untill the area is being declared safe for living. CM issued orders to the district administration to immediately install 20 makeshift camps, where tents, food and medical aid, would be kept available for the affected people. He appealed to the affected people to be patient in the camps untill their villages are declared safe and danger free.  

The people whose houses were falling outside the danger zone returned to their homes after 48 hours of that incident where the civilian populations of the affected village were not allowed to enter their villages without obtaining clearance from the Army authorities, in view of the unexploded ammunitions strewn around in the area.

Addressing a crowded news conference on Aug 13 at Victor Force Headquarters, Lt. Gen HS Panag, General Officer Commanding (GOC) Northern Command, said it will take another 7-10 days for clearing the visible shells in the villages around the depot. “However, for overall clearing of the shells and restoration of the depot, it might take two to six months. Some shells might have gone deep inside the orchards and houses. For neutralizing them we will soon airlift nearly 70 special bomb disposal teams from other commands,” said Gen Panag who was flanked by Let Gen AK Sekhon, GOC of Srinagar-based 15 Corp.   
“The area required to be cleared of the shells and other explosives, Gen further added and said, it is approximately 225 sq km. We have been able to control the fire in the depot. Our priority is to clear the eight-km stretch comprising roads, villages, and orchards of unexploded explosives. We want the people to return to their homes as soon as possible. Before that we want to ensure that the entire stretch is cleared, and let me tell you it is not an easy job.” 

“It might take at least six months to clear Khundru and its adjoining areas in south Kashmir The magnitude of the blasts in the depot was such that we may not find any corpse. We may not even identity the bodies, which might be lying near the depot. I can’t tell you the details about deaths, nobody else can tell. At present one senior Army officer and nine officers of other ranks, 13 Army firemen and two civilian laborers are missing.”

Regarding the incident, Army spokesman revealed that it was a fire accident. One Major Tarun Kumar with some soldiers and four labourers entered shed No. 16. This was definitely a fire incident and we are establishing its causes. The flames from the shed reached the sensitive white phosphorus near the shed and subsequently spread to other ammunition sheds. There were all types of ammunition in the depot used in the warfare. The ammunition, which was destroyed, is only 10 percent of our reserves (in Kashmir). The damage will not hamper our operations. However, we can’t give you further details about the ammunition dumped in the depot, as it is classified information.

Gen Panag who had an aerial survey of the affected areas said there was “no extensive damage” to civilian areas. “But army camps have been extensively damaged.”

While surveying the area it came to know that more than 54,000 kanals of agriculture and horticulture land has been affected in 13 villages of south Kashmir district of Islamabad after Valley’s biggest ammunition depot caught fire.

Chief Horticulture Officer Islamabad Ghulam Muhammad Khaki while talking to the media said the department was trying for past many days to depute teams to the villages to assess the damage to horticulture. But army is not allowing us to move ahead due to the fear of live shells in the orchards. 

“According to rough estimates more than 700 hectares of land under apple, pear and walnut cultivation has been affected in the 13 villages by the blasts. There are more than 90,000 apple and pear trees and more than 33,000 walnut trees grown in the orchards in these villages. Although we have not made any assessment but we fear heavy damage to the fruits as well as the trees”, said Khaki 

“The possibility of live shells in the orchards, Khaki said would also be a worry for the farmers that may keep them from harvesting the crop, hence adding to the loss to the fruit industry. Different varieties of apple would be ripe and ready for harvesting in the coming days. Pear is ready for plucking and if these crops are not harvested on time they will be destroyed”, Khaki said. 

The agriculture authorities of the district also fear loss to the paddy and maize in the villages in the coming days. Chief Agriculture Officer Islamabad, Gulzar Ahmad, said 2000 and 1000 hectares of land are under cultivation of paddy and maize respectively in the affected villages. 

The total turnover for these two crops is almost Rs 4 crore in these villages. Although the crops might have not suffered heavy damage due to blasts but fear of live shells in the fields might restrain people from taking timely measures for growth of crops including watering of the fields and de-weeding. 

In a simple ceremony on 18 Aug, Major General S N Handa, chief of staff 15 Corps presented cash compensation of Rs. 1.5 lakh each to the families of 10 firemen or ammunition labourers killed in the fire and Rs one lakh each to the four injured in the unfortunate tragedy.

"No amount of compensation can replace the departed heroes who died while performing their duties. It was due to their heroic deeds of fighting the fire that lives of other people including 600 school children were saved”, said General Handa while expressing his deep condolences to the bereaved families.
He made a special mention of the brave firemen who made the supreme sacrifice in the line of duty. Their sacrifices would always be remembered.

The firemen whose families were compensated after their death include Surinder Singh, Tariq Ahmad Shah, Bashir Ahmad Mir, Abdul Rashid Bhat, Sarabjit Singh, 

         Muneer Ahmad Lone, Opinder Jit Singh, Sanjeev Singh Bali, Surjeet Singh, and Abdul Hameed Bhat.And the injured firemen include Sheikh Younis, Arshad Hussain and Sardar Mohan Singh. The cash compensation amount was handed over to their next close relatives. 

         In the second stance, after distributing Ex-gratia relief to the 21 Field Ordnance Depot victims, Major General S N Honda said the area for ammunition depots was being selected after taking into considerations several aspects. 
KHUNDRU AMUNITION DEPOT - A BRIEF HISTORY

1. Khundru Depot: Topography and geography

Khundru is nestled amid a cluster of villages on the southern edge of Kashmir valley. In the living popular memory, the village brings forth images of Indian army’s largest ammunition depot in Kashmir. Spread over a huge area that once was a meadow comprising of grazing and propriety land for the people living in a half a dozen contiguous villages around the depot. The most populated among these villages is Shangus, which also happens to be the largest village in Anantnag district. 

Almost the entire population in the catchments of 21 Ordinance Field Ammunition Depot at Khundru is pastoralists who derive their livelihood and sustenance from the propriety land and also depend on the surrounding common grazing areas. A number of streams flow from the forests irrigating vast stretches of orchards and rice fields. 

The depot area, which is also known as Kuthiar valley, has a vast belt of forest assimilated into the depot cutting access to people living in the villages on the northern side. Before1947, the Kuthiar valley was a summer retreat for army or Risaaldars of Kashmir’s Dogra king, Maharaja Hari Singh. According to village elders in the area, Maharaja’s army would camp in the Kuthiar valley for 3 to 4 months.
2. Society: Living patterns and livelihood of the area

A largely farming community, the population is multi-religious comprising mostly Muslims followed by Kashmiri Hindus or Pandits and Sikhs. Villagers in the area work in their rice fields and orchards, and also rare cattle. The land produces single crop of rice, maize and fruit, and like in the rest of rural Kashmir, cattle fills in for the rest of the needs. 

Land ownership naturally lends itself to joint family structures to maximize the benefits of the land use. And in essence, the land is at the center of their lives and also defines their identity.

In this backdrop, the continuously expanding Khundru depot strikes at the basic concerns of the community living around it. The villager’s testimonies reflect grave concerns at the depot having expanded from a mere open retreat six decades ago to a vast enclosure encompassing forest and grazing lands. This situation has complicated the already decreasing average land holding on account of increasing population. The shrinking habitat directly impacts the social indicators in the area.
3. Khundru camp: History, establishment and expansion

In 1948 Indian army replaced Maharaja’s risaaldars at Khundru and established a permanent base in the area. The camp systematically was converted into an ammunition depot given the strategic location of the area. During 1965 India-Pakistan war, the Indian authorities tried to force the depot expansion to the populated area. However, the locals resisted the plan. But the depot continued to assume more importance with higher quantities of sophisticated weaponry and ammunition being stored there.

During the next conflict between Indian and Pakistan in 1971 the population again felt the pressure to relocate. However, despite continued resistance the depot consolidated into Indian army’s largest ordinance depot.

With the beginning of the armed resistance in 1989, the depot received its latest expansion push taking in fresh swaths of forestland. Securing the depot by the Indian authorities meant a host of new hardships for the population in its catchments. At the same time the Khundru depot unleashed massive counterinsurgency operations in the entire area despite comparatively low levels militant activity recorded here.

The depot served as a main supply point for arms and ammunition during 1999 Indo-Pak conflict in Kargil. Ever since long convoys loaded with lethal weaponry leaves the depot every day for other areas in the Kashmir valley and along the de facto borders. 

Thousands of acres of proprietary farm/orchard/grazing land and forest has been encroached upon and assimilated with the camp. Once assimilated, the owners of this land are paid a paltry rent @ Rs 2000/- per acre annually. According to the villagers this amount is not even a hundredth of what the land could ordinarily yield.  

Every second or third family in Khundru, Sumbrun, and Pohlu villages has proprietary land under the occupation of Army’s 21 Field Ordnance Depot. Despite their proximity to the camp, they have no idea of its size, says a newspaper report. The locals talk about its vastness by some noticeable indicators, like hundreds of kanals recently “grabbed,” fenced, and mined by Army, and which was used by the villagers for grazing cattle before militancy.

Nearly 425 acres of land belongs to the villagers of Khundru alone. Only Revenue Officials and Army, according to the villagers, have the actual record of land under Army’s occupation. Sumbrun villagers also don’t have the exact figures. They say more than 175 acres belonging to villagers are under occupation of the Depot.

Haji Muhammad Akbar of Khundru owns 16 kanals (two acres) of land in the Ordnance Depot. He gets Rs 250 per kanal (Rs 4000 for 2 acres) annually. He says even if he grows grass on 2 acres, he would earn not less than Rs 70,000 annually. “You can imagine what I can earn if I grow fruits or other crops,” Haji Akbar told Greater Kashmir. The rent deed may be their claim to the land, but they see it as a “document of exploitation.” Haji Akbar complains that Army doesn’t pay him rent for for another half acre he owns.

Compared with the average family farmland holding of 0.9 acre in Jammu Kashmir, the land under army occupation translates to direct dispossession of citizens. On the contrary, according to official figures, army is occupying ‘legally’ for illegally about 100000 acres of land, meaning every eight Indian armed forces personnel here use one acre of assorted land. This skewed land use in Jammu Kashmir has already started creating a dependency syndrome leading to social tension.  

         Many villagers in the area say they haven’t received a penny of rent since 2003. “We got the payment for 2003 and after that we have been visiting the DC office regularly; we’re told money hasn’t arrived from India.

A former officer of the Special Operations Group of Police, who has seen almost the entire Depot while attending parties thrown by Army officers to celebrate killing of militants or some victory in counter-militancy operations, said, “It is like a small valley as beautiful as Gulmarg.”

Soldiers also used to grow corn and other crops. “I feel miserable when I have to labour for a few bucks on the land which belongs to my forefathers. And after the recent fire, it is a constant source of danger to our safety,” said Muhammad Shafi of Sumbrun.
4. Camp and the last 18 years --- mining of the immediate surroundings, Khundru intense frisking, daily humiliation, counterinsurgency   

During the armed resistance, massive military infrastructure of the depot naturally made it the ground for carrying out counter insurgency operations in collaboration with the notorious Special Operations Group of police and barbaric government sponsored mercenary gunmen known as Ikhwanis. Militants, civilians, and political activists were tortured in the camp during interrogation. Military officers threw lavish celebratory parties over the killing of militants in the lush green environs of the camp. 

The depot and the camp of army’s counterinsurgency force, Rashtriya Rifles, has a vice like grip over the villagers. Khundroo villagers were collectively punished with atrocities for many years because two youths had taken up arms. And only with the death of those two youth did the atrocities end. But there has been no let up in the exercise of stringent military control over the civilian population affecting the normal life. Curfew is enforced after the dawn in some villages and villagers who venture out to irrigate the fields or search for a lost head of cattle are beaten and abused. Near Khundroo, passengers, including women and children, are brought down from vehicles and made to walk through a maze like brick and concrete structure. Their bodies are frisked and belongings searched, and again made to walk for nearly a hundred yards before letting them board the vehicles again. This frisking operation has been going on since the armed resistance began two decades back. Women feel stripped of dignity when they are being paraded before ogling soldiers.  

Muhammad Amin, a Special Police Officer with SOG Anantnag, says army doesn’t even spare men like him, who have been fighting militants. He told local Media: 

“If a pregnant woman has labour pains during night, one of us has to plead before the soldier guarding the check post to allow us to rush her to hospital. He might allow you to take her to hospital but not before abusing you fifty times. He would say ‘usko abhi beemar hona tha (why died she get labour pain this time)’.” 

         ”Some months back I was stopped by a soldier and slapped three times. When I told him that I would complain to his Major, he abused the Major, too,” Amin said. He said people are often beaten by the soldiers. “After 7 pm a curfew is out there and we can’t venture out in our fields even at the peak season of our farming.” Amin said nearly 300 Kashmiris, including his four brothers, from the villages in the neighborhood of the Depot have joined Indian Army as soldiers. “But if they come home for vacation,” Amin said, “they too can receive thrashing sometimes. And when the soldiers realize they have beaten a soldier, they say ‘sorry’.” 
LANDMINE TERROR

Several people have been crippled and dozens of heads of cattle killed in blasts caused by anti-personal mines intensively planted by army all along the fenced perimeter of the depot, along the Shangus-Achabal road. Villagers of Khundroo say four people were crippled by anti-personal mines in the past few years. Nissar Ahmad and Iqbal Ahmad had a leg each amputated. Both were bachelors. They’re yet to find a match. Masarat Jan, a young unmarried woman whose leg was amputated after she walked over a mine while fetching firewood from the forest is crippled at home. 

“Nearly 50 cows have also died in the mine blasts in recent years. Villagers said, “You could find three legged dogs roaming in the village—also the victims of mine explosions. “These anti-personal mines have been planted by Army on the land where our cattle used to graze before the militancy. Army has fenced the land and planted mines everywhere. The two men and women whose limbs were amputated were going to forests for firewood when they walked on the mines. 
CONCLUSION

Khundroo ammunition dump may be the largest the army has, but it is by no means the only threat of its kind to the civilian population in Kashmir. Other such smaller dumps exist at many places like all the brigade headquarters of the Indian Army in Jammu and Kashmir. Besides, the headquarters of its 15 corps has an ammunition dump very close to a populated area and just about two kilometers away from the main city center of Srinagar.

A huge number of army vehicles also keep transporting ammunition from the dumpsites to other army formation centers and forward positions near the Line of Control. Everyday these convoys’ cris-cross the Kashmir valley carrying dangerous ammunition through populated villages and towns. Thereby, all the time exposing the entire population to the grave dangers of ammunition accidents. 

The ammunition carrying convoys could also be moving targets for the armed rebels operating in the valley, further exposing the populations to grave risks. 

The movement and presence of such huge quantities of ammunition in Kashmir is also a function of the degree of Indian army presence in the area and the urgency of replacing (default) army control of the region with sustainable and political peace. 

PERSON DISAPPEARS IN ARMY’S CUSTODY
FOR NOT CELEBRATING INDEPENDENCE DAY
On August 17, a person namely Ali Mohammad Gojar, 50, S/o, Lal Din Gojar resident of Lam Zasibal, Tral, around 45kms in the south district Pulwama was picked up by the troopers of Army’s 50 RR from his house. Since the arrest of the person his whereabouts are cloaked and the troopers, who arrested the person, are denying the arrest. Regarding the arrest the victim family filed a report in police station Tral but so far no clue turned up. The family alleges that the Ali Mohammad was forcibly subjected to the disappearance after his arrest.

While seeking whereabouts of the arrested, the victim family approached office of The Informative Missive and narrated the whole episode of the arrest.

Mohammad Ishaq, son of the disappeared Ali Mohammad said, “On August 17, early in the morning at around 4 o’clock troopers of 50 RR, camped at Yangweni barged into our house and called my father. Before entering our house, troopers had entered into our neighbor’s house and had taken their son, Mohammad Ishaq, an 11th standard student, son of Hassan Gojar along with them to locate our house. My father was lying on the bed, as he was sick of the Torture, which was inflicted upon him by the same troopers eight days before. The officer of the troupe asked my father that why he did not visit the camp on the eve of Independence Day? My father replied them that he was so sick that he could not move out of the house. The officer further told him that he had to come to the camp for receiving medicine for his ailment, which was lame pretext. Basically they wanted my father to celebrate the Independence Day, which he could not obey because of his sufferings and for the reason he was picked up. Lastly, he was arrested by the officer and was whisked away.”

He further said, “At the time of my father’s arrest, my mother Aisha Begum and my sisters, Khatija and Shakeela were present in the house. They had pleaded a lot for his release, even my father had beseeched for his innocence but the wicked troopers turned a deaf ear to their pleas and took him away without taking compassion of his ailment. After taking my father away, the troopers had bolted the doors of our house from outside and had kept my family detained inside.”

He added, “Prior to this arrest, my father was picked up in first week of August and was released after 24 hours subsequent to his pleas for innocence. He was arrested on the charge of sheltering militants, which was totally fallacious. During that detention he was severely tortured as his legs were rolled over by a roller and he was thrashed black and blue. There were apparent torture marks all over his body and he was not able to walk after his release. Since, his release he was lying on the bed and didn’t move out of the house.”

“We waited till the day break and rushed to the police station Tral and filed a report regarding the arrest by 50 RR. When police contacted the Yangweni camp regarding the arrest, the officials denied the arrest. Then on August 18, my family members along with some other inhabitants of the village went to the Yangweni camp and asked the troopers about my father’s arrest. The army troopers again rebuffed for his arrest and told that they don’t know anything about such arrest. We returned home hopeless and got worried about our father. We tried our best for tracing his whereabouts but the brutal forces did not divulge anything. My father went disappear in army’s custody and it seems that they advertently subjected my father to enforced disappearance. Now we are anxious and apprehend threat to the life of father.” Grumbled Mohammad Ishaq, son of the Ali Mohammad Gojar.

“My father is innocent and was never involved in militancy. He was never charged of any offence and was confined to his work of farming and feeding cattle. He was picked up on the spurious charges of sheltering militants. Four years back there was huge presence of militants in our area and during those days’ militants used to enter into houses in the village for taking food. On one hand we were not refusing them for providing food because they always came armed and we had to abide their orders. But on the other we were being persecuted by the forces for providing food to the militants. On both the hands we were suffering and my father’s disappearance is of the outcome of the persecution.” Said Ishaq. 

“On August 25, some of the troopers of Yangweni camp barged into our house and coerced my younger brother to sign some documents. My brother and my sisters are illiterate and they could not read the documents. The documents were believed to be containing the details, as the army of Yangweni camp has not picked up Ali Mohammad. After threatening my family the troopers got the documents signed from my brother. By coercion army wants to conceal the perpetration of subjecting my father to disappearance.” Concluded Ishaq. 

 CRPF PERSONNEL SHOT DEAD FATHER OF THREE MINORS IN SOPORE

On August 25, a soldier of 179 Btn of CRPF shot dead a person while he was on riding on the Bike along with his friend. The killing was carried out after an argument occurred between the soldier and slain persons friend, Mohammad Ayoub Khan. The deceased was identified as Abdul Qayoom Lone son of Abdul Samad Lone resident of Watlab, Sopore, a village lying on the periphery of the famous Wular Lake about 60 kms from Srinagar, in the north district Baramulla.

The residents incensed people of whole Watlab and Sopore area. They approached office of the District Development Commissioner, Baramulla and demanded for a probe into the matter and punishment to the perpetrator.

The reporter of The Informative Missive visited the Watlab area and talked to the victim family.

Haji Abdul Samad Lone, 70, father of the deceased while narrating the tale of his son’s killing, said, “ in the evening August 25 at around 6:15pm my son was coming back from his duty from Sopore. He was an ambulance driver in the department of health for Hajin Block and had been working there for last three and a half years. On the way back to home he could not get the bus from Sopore, and then he took lift on the bike of his friend Mohammad Ayoub Khan of Hathlonga, Sopore. Mohammad Ayoub is a police constable and he was also moving towards his village. While riding near Lal Bab Sahib, Chinki Pora, Sopore, a CRPF convoy was passing by on the road and one of the vehicle tried to hit Ayoub’s bike. Fortunately Ayoub survived the hit and after moving ahead, he was stopped by a Havaldar namely Satpal who was on the routine duty on the road. The Havaldar   slapped both Ayoub and Qayoom and told them why not they stopped Bike on seeing CRPF vehicle? This is a regular oppression whenever the troops vehicles pass; the road police restrain local transport. After slapping both, the Havaldar checked their identity cards and let them go off. When they moved few meters forward another soldier namely, Anil Ramchari stopped them again and asked them again for their identity and abused them. After frisking and checking he let them go. As soon as they rode around 13 meters from the spot, the constable Anil Ramchari fired from the backside of Abdul Qayoom. The bullet hit in his left haunch, which caused his death”.

Mohammad Ayoub Lone, elder brother of the deceased stated, “The bullet perforated across my brothers haunch and then entered into the Ayoub Khan’s bag, which he had wore on his back. The bag contained Ayoub’s police uniform including a jacket and we collected the disposed bullet that hit Qayoom from the very jacket and handed over that to police. CRPF constable’s aiming his gun on the Qayoom was witnessed by some persons namely, Ali Mohammad Mir, Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, Fayaz Ahmad Gilkar all residents of Lal Bab Sahib, Chinkipora, Sopore. All these persons were present at occasion and had observed the occurrence. Apart from the above names Qayoom’s friend Ayoub who was riding the bike is the main witness to the episode. These eyewitnesses had rushed the wounded Qayoom to Sub district Hospital, Sopore in a Sumo vehicle. But due to Qayoom’s critical condition he was shifted to SMHS hospital. On the way to Srinagar he succumbed to his injury at Mirgund (Baramulla- Srinagar Highway). From the Srinagar hospital he was shifted back to Sopore hospital, where his autopsy was conducted. After the autopsy police station, Sopore took the dead body in their custody and lodged an FIR vide number 275/07, under sections 302 and 307 of RPC. Finally the dead body was handed over to us at around 11:30 in the night and then we performed its last rites at our native village.”

He further stated, “We did not resorted to any kind of protests but we and all the people of our village have vowed that we will fight for the justice and will get the culprits punished rigorously for killing innocent. Next day on August 26, former MLA Mohammad Mustafa Kamal and our concerned MLA Haji Abdul Rashid Dar and chairman of Jammu and Kashmir Handicrafts Corporation visited our house and assured us for the justice. They also directed Sopore’s Sub-Divisional Magistrate to probe the incident.” 

“This is the extreme cruelty that my son was killed for none of the fault. He left his three minors, Saboora (6), a 1st class student, Sadaf Jan (4) and son Karamat Qayoom (2 ½) and wife Saleema (30). Who will come for their survival? And who will contribute for their future? If my son was innocent, what made the brutal troops to kill him? The troops didn’t care for his minors and now God will punish them for their unabated aggression.” said, Taja (60) mother of deceased.

However, CRPF spokesman P Tripathy said Lone was hit by a stray bullet while he was walking past troopers in the village. ”The matter is under investigation as preliminary investigations revealed that none of the CRPF personnel fired the bullet, Tripathy said. 

A MINOR STUDENT SLAUGHTERED AFTER RAPE IN KUPWARA
On July 21, 2007, a throat-slit body of a young girl Tabinda Gani, 14, was recovered from an orchard. Tabinda Gani, daughter of Abdul Gani of Batpora Langate, was raped before her murder. Thousands of people protested against the heinous crime. They took to streets of Kupwara and blocked the roads of north Kashmir. Protestors were demanding guilty be brought to book. 

The victim family stated, “Tabinda a eighth class student, left for school on 20th July morning but failed to return home till afternoon. We went to school in the evening and enquired at what time she had left. The peon told us that she left around 1:30 pm.”

The family sensed the trouble and started looking for Tabinda. They searched Tabinda at every nook and corner but of no avail. Later the residents of the area also joined the family in searching her. They formed small groups to locate Tabinda.” While searching her in a crop field, they first found her shoes, then her bag and cloths. On further search they were shocked to see Tabinda’s body concealed under the grass and soil. When we removed the body we found her throat slit,” said Ghulam Nabi who was a part of the group that located the victim’s body.

        In the meantime, police reached the spot and took the body to Sub District Hospital (SDH) for postmortem, which confirmed that she was raped before her murder. A pall of gloom descended on entire area of Batpora when the dead body was handed to victim’s family. People in large number came out on the streets wailing and beating their chests. Thousands attended the funeral prayers of Tabinda and after laying her to rest; they marched from Batpora to Handwara demanding stern action against the accused. 

At Segipora, state police and paramilitary CRPF personnel beat the protestors with batons. Protesters resisted and retaliated with stones. In that clash, eight persons were injured. The protest continued for four days residents of Batpora and other adjoining areas demanded the stern action against the slayers. 

Protesters said, “Those who have indulged in such heinous act should be hanged.”

In the meantime, Police detained 14 persons including four non-locals laborers for questioning. While talking to media Dr. Haseeb Mughal said, “There were many complaints of eve teasing against the arrested migrant laborers.” Police paraded detainees before the two friends of Tabinda who according to the sources were with her before she was abducted. The girls identified the four persons including two non local laborers, namely Azhar Ahmed Mir alias Billa s/o Gulam Muhammad of Shallapora Mukhdom Muhalla Langate, Muhammad Sadiq Mir alias Saada Choor s/o Abdur Rehman of Bunpora Langate, Jehangir alias Jehangir Bihari s/o Siraj Din r/o district Maida West Bengaland Suresh Moochi s/o Sultan Ram r/o district Junjnu Rajasthan. All of them admitted their crimes.

Police investigation revealed that all the four accused were close associates. Azhar and Sadiq were notorious criminals and cases of extortion already stand registered against them in Handwara police station. Whereas, Jehangir and Suresh had been staying in Handwara for a long time.

On the fateful day of 20th of July the four criminals met at the outskirts of Langate at Batpora – Wader at around 1:00 pm. since it was Friday there was little movement on the road. The four stationed themselves on the road leading to Battapora and Yaroo. There they ate their lunch and consumed liquor. It was during this time that they found the girl walking alone. Seeing her approaching towards the roadside where they were sitting, they hide themselves in the maize crop. When she crossed them, they followed her and caught her unaware. One of the accused caught and gagged her; the others dragged her to nearby maize field. The girl cried desperately for help but they overpowered her. Later they took turns to rape her.

The victim fell unconscious and the accused decided to eliminate her so that no evidence would be left they then brutally slit her throat. Ironically, the accused even joined the protesters demanding punishment to the girl’s killers.

An FIR was registered in Handwara, police station against these rapists and killers on July 20 under No. 152/07.

VEILED INTRIGUE OF ARMY 

In the third week of October 2006, three persons were arrested by the troopers of 23 RR the persons were identified as Farooq Ahmad Sheikh 24 S/o Nizamudin Sheikh resident of Kalaban Sheeri, Abdul Majeed Sheikh 48 and Abdul Hameed 40, both residents of Chandoosa Uri and were working at the provision store and bakery shop of Farooq Ahmad. However, a driver was also arrested in the area whose identity is yet to be ascertained.  As per the claims all the persons were sent to Pakistan to work for some agency. Before the said arrest army had arrested another person Hafizullah Mir. He is the father in law of Farooq Ahmad sheikh and had adopted Farooq Ahmad at his residence in Burnate, Boniyar Uri. Hafizullah was released after 6 days of detention. Now around 9 months passed after the departure of trio, troopers of 23 RR in the night of August 4 (2007) again arrested Hafizullah Mir. On every arrest Fatima W/o Hafizullah Mir approached police station Boniyar and filed reports.

While seeking help to trace the whereabouts of the mislaid persons in custody and for the release of Hafizullah mir, Fatima W/o: Hafizullah Mir visited office of The Informative Missive and narrated the whole tale of arrests and her distress. 

Shabbily dressed Pahari woman Fatima 45, wife of Hafizullah Mir said, “Army made my life a hell, it was the month of October 2006 and upon a day my husband went to Trikanjan Uri to reap out the walnuts that he had bought from a merchant there. While reaping the walnuts army troopers headed by commanding officer Sahaya camped at Paro Uri broke to the spot and arrested my husband. I was waiting for my husbands return in the evening but he did not come back. Meanwhile some of the villagers informed me that Hafizullah has been arrested. I got anxious and next day in the morning I went to the police station Boniyar. I filed a report and requested them to get my husband released. SHO Abdul Rasheed Khan of P/S Boniyar contacted the CO of the camp on phone and enquired about the reason of his arrest. The army officer replied that he had taken my husband to talk to him regarding some matter and would release him. Finally he was released after six days.”

She further said, “After he reached home he told me that army is coercing him to bring some youth for sending them to Pakistan, which Hafizullah had refused. The officer had futher tempted him that by sending youth across the LoC would bring money to the said officer and the money would be shared with my husband. But my husband firmly rejected their offer and had told them where from he could bring the youth. My approach to the police station got my husband released. Before his release he was threatened by the CO not to disclose anything regarding the affair and ordered to bring the youth. Where from my husband could arrange youth? To avert the danger he fled from the area and took refuge in one of our relative’s house at Gulmarg. When he did not report to the camp troopers of 23 RR camped at Paro raided our Shops at Burnate in the last week of the October 2006. We have a provision store and a bakery shop at Burnate where my husband, my son in law Farooq Ahmad and two other hired persons were working.  The troopers picked up my son in law Farooq Ahmad and our two workers, Abdul Majeed Sheikh and Abdul Hameed. When I heard about the arrest of the trio I was alone in the house. I rushed to the police station Boniyar and filed a report relating to the arrest of persons by the CO Sahaya of the Paro camp. Police filed the report and assured to get the trio released but all in vain. I moved from every pillar to post to search them but so far nothing divulged out.”

“I had adopted my son in law (Farooq Ahmad) at my house and he was running the shop and was feeding his two minors, Jabeena (3), son Jamsheed (8months) and his wife Shakeela. He was never involved in any erroneous activity and was never charged of any offence. However, Abdul Majeed and Abdul Hameed were also innocent and had been working with us for long time. They had no incriminating record all through their life and were only confined in nourish their families. Abdul Majeed was feeding his seven children and wife and was the only breadwinner to his family, where as Abdul Hameed had been recently married and was living with his wife. All the three families were ruined by the army” grieved Fatima.

She added, “When the trio were arrested I informed my husband about it and he returned home. After six days of arrival army raided our house and picked him up and was taken to the camp. He was told that the trio persons were sent to Pakistan but did not come back and they terrorized him to get them back otherwise he would face dire consequences. My husband replied them that he does not know where the youth are and how can he get them back? But army did not listen to him and forced him to get them back. After the intimidation he was set free on the same day in the evening.”

“We did not know that the persons were sent to Pakistan but after the persons were arrested families of Abdul Majeed and Abdul Hameed were given some ransom by the CO 23 RR for their nourishment from time to time. The army claimed that they have given Rs 45000 to the families of arrested. This made us to believe that the persons were really forcibly sent to Pakistan after their arrest. But we are unaware about the plot of the army why they send youth to Pakistan.” grumbled Fatima.

Fatima further groused, “On the fateful night of August 4, 2007 army troopers of 23RR headed by the CO Sahaya and two other officials called as Major Chand Sahab and another Bramachand raided our house and picked up Hafizullah Mir again. He pleaded a lot but was not let off. Next day in the morning I went to the police station Boniyar and filed a report about the arrest of my husband. Police contacted the CO Sahaya and talked to him about the arrest. The officer (Sahaya) acknowledged the arrest but replied to police that my husband has to pay the money, which was given to the victim families of the trio, who were picked up by the very army troopers 9 months ago. After phonic converstation police told me to arrange the money in order to get the husband released. Where from I could bring the money. Neither I have any male member in the family who could fetch money nor any other source. What will I do?” complained Fatima.

“In the evening at around 6pm my husband called me on phone and talked to me. He uttered that the army is demanding the three persons return from Pakistan and are demanding the money that was given to their families. He further said, “They threatened to kill me if money and youth is not returned. My husband has been entangled by brutal troopers. Neither he knows anything regarding the whereabouts of the trio nor he is aware of any money. Even we bear the brunt of the victim families of Farooq Ahmad, Abdul Majeed and Abdul Hameed. To feed the families of the trio I borrowed commodities for Rs 40000 from a shokeeper namely Riyaz Ahmad and from another shopkeeper Abdul Qayoom for Rs. 10000. The entire amount is yet to be paid to the said shopkeepers. Right from the disappearance of the trio we are feeding their families. Due to this burden we were badly hit by poverty and are hardy living from hand to mouth”, wailed Fatima.

“Who will search the three and who will get my husband released from the clutches of army? I am embarrassed. Where from I could bring money for army” concluded Fatima.

RAPE ATTEMPT BY AN ARMY OFFICER AT SOPORE

DOZENS OF PROTESTERS WOUNDED IN POLICE ACTION
On August 2, Just a few days after chief minister Ghulam Nabi Azad's assertion laced with "statistics" that security forces were involved in "only three to four percent molestation cases", people in Choorah-Sopore this evening gave vent to their pent up rage when, according to them, the local army officer of 29 RR was found involved in a "rape bid" for the umpteenth time. 

Thousands of people from Choorah and the adjoining areas held strong protest demonstrations in the evening and stopped vehicular movement on the Srinagar-Baramulla highway. They were demanding immediate attention of the army authorities and the government saying that this regular harassment and molestation of their women should stop. 

Locals said that the army officer, who was accompanied by his jawans, this evening, jumped into a vegetable field in Trumgund village where a woman Jana Begum was working. They added that the army officer caught hold of the woman and started making advances at her. 

However, the woman managed to attract the attention of her son who was working in a nearby field.  

The moment he heard her mother crying for attention, he rushed to the spot and made the "rape bid" unsuccessful. But, till then, the locals alleged that the army officer had torn off her clothes and had also pulled her hair as the woman tried to squirm herself free. 

 The people of the area said that the local army officer and his soldiers have been molesting the local women on regular basis. "Our women can't work anywhere. Wherever they go, they are being teased and molested by the army personnel of the local camp. Even they barge into our foreyards and homes whenever they get an opportunity and molest our women.  But today we saw the height of things when the army officer caught hold of a woman in the open air that too when many people were working in nearby fields," eyewitnesses told media. 

They said that as soon as the news of "rape bid" spread around the area, "thousands of people assembled near Choorah Bridge and started raising slogans." Eyewitnesses further said that the agitated people also stopped vehicular movement on the road and some passengers also joined the people who were raising slogans. 

 They protested and stopped vehicular movement on the Srinagar-Baramulla road for about two hours till the Commanding Officer of the local camp and a Superintendent of Police from police administration turned up and assured the people of inquiry into the matter. Locals said that they have been asked to send a ten-member team tomorrow, which would brief the army and police about the incident. 

Defence spokesman Colonel Mathur said that he would look into the matter and get the details.

Social activist Irfan Hafeez Lone, who had also joined the protest demonstration, condemned the incident and the over all harassment of the local women folk of the area in strong words and demanded immediate inquiry into the incident and the perverted behavior of the army personnel which they have resorted to particularly over the last few months. Lone said that the locals have been complaining of the perverted behavior of the army personnel of Putkhah Camp for the last many months, "but it is yet to attract the attention of the security and civil officials." 

Choorah and its adjoining areas, which fall in the close vicinity of the apple town Sopore, are bestowed with huge chunks of horticultural land and the local people are mainly earning their livelihood from horticultural products. In summers, the male members of the families mostly busy themselves in the orchards whereas the women folk of the area mostly happen to work either in their homes or in the vegetable fields. ÿ Local people say that such a working pattern exposes their women to any sort of perverted behaviour by the personnel of the local army camp "especially when they don't seem to feel answerable to any one."
Next day on August 3rd the protest continued at Trumbgund and in the adjacent villages. In the protests at least 24 persons were injured after police resorted to heavy baton charge and fired numerous teargas canisters for dispersing the protesters who had assembled on Srinagar-Baramulla highway. Thousands of people including men, women and children raising pro-freedom and anti-troops slogans took to the roads in the morning and staged a sit-in on Srinagar-Baramulla highway. Protesters were demanding that police should register a First Information Report (FIR) against the erring troopers. 

As the traffic on the highway remained closed for more than 2 hours, police swung into action and used force to quell the protesters.  Policemen and paramilitary CRPF men resorted to heavy cane charge and fired numerous teargas shells, in the police action at least 24 people including a widow Saja Begum, 85 were injured.

Many reporters and cameramen who were on spot covering the incident were thrashed and bundled into police Vehicles by personnel from Special Operations Group (SOG) of Police.

The protesters said that they ended their protest yesterday evening, after police assured them that it would lodge an FIR against the erring troopers. “Police has backtracked from its commitment of registering the FIR,” said a protester Ghulam Nabi of Hygam. 

On the same day the visibly upset, victim Jana Begum while showing her torn clothes told media,“At around 6:30 pm while I was working in fields about five to six soldiers including an officer pounced on me. They tore off my clothes.”

“As I screamed, my son who was also working few meters away in the same field tried to save me. But two soldiers took him to nearby field and beat him to pulp.”

Jana said that her screams attracted the attention of other people, who rushed to spot and rescued her.

Sub Divisional Magistrate (SDM) Sopore, Muhammad Hanief told media, “If soldiers are found guilty they will be punished.”

PROTEST ROCK PULWAMA OVER MOLESTATION BID
Aug 16: After a brief lull, protest rocked Pulwama town today after alleged molestation bid on two women by the troops of 182 Battalion of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF). Police assures to punish the guilty. 

Reports said a troupe of CRPF was patrolling in the village Tahab three kilometers away from Pulwama town this afternoon. The patrol party was passing through the orchards. Two women were working in orchards and the patrolling party allegedly tried to catch hold of them. The women raised an alarm and saved themselves from the clutches of the CRPF troopers, the reports said. 

As the news of the alleged molestation spread, people in hundreds took to streets and held strong protest demonstrations against troopers. The people blocked Pulwama -Anantnag road. The people according to sources were raising slogans against CRPF and demanding punishment to them. They also raised pro-freedom slogans. The protestors were demanding the removal of Tahab CRPF camp. 

A police party reached the spot and tried to pacify the protestors. The police team was headed by the Dy SP Headquarters Pulwama. In the meanwhile the Commandant of 182 BN Puran Kumar reached the spot and assured the protesters that action will be taken against erring troopers. But the assurance could not pacify the people and the protests continued till reports last came in. Unconfirmed reports said Puran Kumar agreed to a parade of the CRPF troopers before the two women. 

Senior Superintendent of Police Pulwama Nitish Kumar while talking to Daily Kashmir Times said "My Dy SP is there, we are inquiring and guilty troopers will be punished after the proper investigation" adding "I assure the people that this will not be allowed to happen," Nitish added. 

Inspector General of CRPF, M S Gupta while talking to media said, “We are investigating the matter and I think this ÿprotest is managed by the militants," and added, "but if it was proved that my soldiers were found involved there is not a pin room to spare them."

MOLESTATION TRIGGERS PROTESTS IN BANDIPORE

Aug 18: Molestation of some women of Chanadaghi village allegedly by troops of Army’s 15 Rashtriya Rifles sparked massive demonstrations in Bandipora with protesters demanding action against the accused. 

Protesters mostly comprising women marched in a procession to Deputy Commissioner’s office Bandipora and narrated their ordeal. The troops led by a Hawaldar during night enter our houses and order males to assemble in fields. Then they pass indecent remarks and molest us, the protesters said. 

Our life has become a hell. Please save us, a woman amid tears told Deputy Commissioner Sheikh Mushtaq and DSP Ghulam Jeelani. The protesters shouted anti-Army and pro-freedom slogans and blocked the Srinagar-Bandipore highway for three hours. 

However, they were pacified by Deputy Commissioner and other officers assuring action against the accused. Have patience, we will take up the matter with senior Army officers and see to it that the accused are punished, they told the protesters. 

PRO Defence AK Mathur refuted the allegations.

SOLDIER RAPES·MINOR IN BANIHAL

ARMY ORDERS PROBE
Aug 20: The police have registered a case against a solider of Army counter-insurgency Rashtriya Rifles for allegedly raping a minor girl in Banihal area of Jammu? Ramban district. 

The family of the girl, a resident of Sarbagni village of Banihal, lodged a written compliant in Police Station Ramsoo alleging that their daughter was raped continuously by the solider. The victim had been threatened by the solider not to disclose the matter to anyone. 

The family came to know after the girl was declared pregnant by doctors at Banihal, sources told media, adding that the family immediately approached the police. 

The accused solider has been identified as Lance Naik PK Sarkar of 23 RR. Though he has not been arrested so far, sources said a case has been registered against him in the police station. 

An Army spokesman said the Army authorities have taken a strong note of the allegations leveled by the family against the solider. Army has taken cognizance of the complaint filed in Ramsoo Police Station against Lance Naik PK Sarkar,·the spokesman Col Goswami said 

A court of inquiry has been ordered by the Army to ascertain details of the case,· he said, adding, ill assistance is being rendered to police for investigation.

TROOPS MOLEST GUJJAR WOMEN IN B’PORA
Aug 26: Angered by molestation of women and their frequent harassment allegedly by troops, Gujjars have started to migrate from Gurez in Bandipora district. 

A local news agency KNS said that troops summoned the Gujjars along with their families to Lab Kachai camp in Gurez and molested their female folk. Troops also severely thrashed the Gujjars, including women injuring 20 of them. One of the injured Alim Din, 80, was rushed to the sub-district hospital Bandipora, it said. Later the Gujjars rushed to 

Deputy Commissioner’s office and narrated their ordeal. 

Army’s PRO AK Mathur however refuted the allegations as baseless.

ANOTHER 'FIDAYEEN' TURNS OUT TO BE A 'DISAPPEARED' YOUTH

*FAMILY SEEKS EXHUMATION OF BODY
Aug 30: Of the two persons whom security forces claimed were Fidayeen and were killed during a fidayeen attack in Zachaldara, Kupwara on June 28, one has been identified as a youth hailing from Zachaldara and the family members of the deceased youth have submitted a written application with District Commissioner, Kupwara and SSP Kupwara seeking exhumation of the body from the grave. 

Reports said that report was filed in Police post Zachaldara by one Abdul Salam Bhat of Zachaldara Handwara on October 13, 2006. In his report he said that his son namely Javed Ahmad Bhat visited the residence of his uncle on October 11 in Boon Wat Zachaldara and while he was returning back to his residence on October 12, another relative, Mohammad Yousuf met him in the village and insisted that he stay with him. "While he was staying as a guest in the house of Yousuf few gunmen barged into their house in the evening and took Javed in a separate room where he was questioned. Later he was let off and the gunmen left the house", Javed's father Abdul Salam Bhat said in his report to police. 

He further said that at 3 am in the same evening, another group of gunmen barged into the house and conducted a raid on the house. "The gunmen forcibly took Javed Ahmad and the house owner Ghulam Mohammad Mir along with them. After traveling a distance of one kilometer, the gunmen left Mir and took Javed along with them," Salam Bhat said.

Bhat said that after October 13, he was unable to trace out the whereabouts of his Javed Ahmad. He said, "On June 28, Kupwara police claimed to have killed two fidayeen and after the picture of one of the slain persons resembled that of my son. After thoroughly looking into the pictures, I have submitted a written application to Deputy Commissioner, Kupwara and SSP Kupwara and sought their permission in exhuming the body of the deceased persons from the grave. 

"If the government wants to conduct the DNA test of the body, I am ready for that too," he said. 

It is pertinent to mention here that a contractor and two unidentified persons, whom police claimed were fidayeen and a woman, were killed in a shoot-out at Kupwara on June 28. The residents of the area had alleged that it was a fake encounter. 

ARRESTED IN HIMACHAL, KASHMIRI LABOURER LABELED AS LET MILITANT 
Aug 2: When Mahtaba Begum saw photograph of her son Shabir Ahmad Lone, a laborer, in a New Delhi-based newspaper on July 29, she was shocked as a group of cops were surrounding Shabir. 

“I was taken aback to learn that my son was shown arrested in Chandi Chowk New Delhi last week and then dubbed as a Lashker-e-Toiba militant,” Mahtaba told media.

Shabir, she came to know, was picked by some unknown security agency from a tea stall in Himachal Pradesh where he worked as a labourer, on December 17 last year. Shabir’s father, Muhammad Akbar Lone who also worked in Himachal, said he immediately informed police about the matter. 

“Eyewitness told me that some persons bundled Shabir in a police Gypsy with tinted glasses and without a number plate. However, after failing to get any help from Himachal police, some local newspapers there highlighted my son’s disappearance. But to no avail,” said Akbar who belongs to Kangan area of Kashmir’s Ganderbal district.  

“After a few days, we received a call with the caller introducing himself as SHO Chambhal PS and told us that Shabir was lodged there. He asked us to furnish his bail. When we contacted the Chambhal PS on its landline, the officials told us that the mobile number from which we had received the call was neither of SHO nor of their officers,” said Shabir’s Uncle Abdul Ghani.  

The family finally approached senior PDP leader and Finance Minister Tariq Hamid Karra. In his letter to the Director General of Police, Karra stated the sequence of events that led to Shabir’s disappearance and subsequent developments, and urged him to look into the matter. 

 “But police did not even confirm the name of the person who called us,” Ghani said.  

And since then there was no word about Shabir.

Finally, two days ago somebody informed Shabir’s family that his photo has been published in a newspaper. “When we read headline over Shabir’s photograph, we understood he has been framed like other Kashmiris working outside the Valley,” Ghani added. 

“Lashkar man was waiting for orders,” screamed The Hindu in its July 29 issue. “The alleged Lashker-e-Toiba militant Shabir Ahmad Lone who was arrested in Chandni Chowk here on July 27 had crossed over to India through the Indo-Bangladesh border and was awaiting direction from his handler to carry out an attack here in the Capital, the police said on July 28,” the report from New Delhi read.

“During interrogation,” the report claimed, Shabir “purportedly told the police that he came into contact with Hizbul Mujahideen militants Riyaz and Abdul Hameed in 1997 and they were killed in an encounter with security forces two years later.” 

“Thereafter he started working as an over-ground worker for the militant organization. He would convey the position and movement of the security forces to the militants, transfer arms and ammunition from one place to another and arrange food, clothing and other equipment,” claimed the report quoting Deputy Commissioner of Police (Special Cell) Alok Kumar. 

“In 1999, Shabir was arrested by Jammu and Kashmir Police on charges of anti-national activities and was released two years later. During his stay in jail, Shabir came into contact with LeT militants and on his release met senior terrorists of the militant outfit. In 2006, he went to Bangladesh at the direction of his handler Abu Alkama and was received by another LeT militant, Abdul Raheem, who arranged for his fake Bangladesh passport and visa for Pakistan,” the report claimed.  

However, the Lones dismiss all charges as baseless and concocted. 

“Shabir has never been to Bangladesh. When he was working as a labourer during Amarnath Yatra in 1999, he had an altercation with some government gunmen and they implicated him in a false case and got him jailed for two years. After his release, Shabir continued to work as labourer here and during winters migrated to Himachal,” his mother said.

Accusing Delhi police of implicating her son, she asked: “If he was arrested by police in Himachal, why was he shown arrested in Delhi after nine months. I want a probe into the matter.”  

“If he is not released, I will move court for justice…I will not sit silent, I know he’s been framed,” she said with tearful eyes.   

MILITANT’S BROTHER SHOT AT

PEOPLE BLAME TROOPS, RAISE PROTESTS
On Aug 3, tension gripped Aglar area of Pulwama when troops allegedly shot at and injured the brother of a militant during siege of the village. Police however says the youth was injured in “cross-firing between militants and security forces.”

Reports said the troops laid siege of the village on Friday morning and arrested Bashir Ahmad Lone (20) s/o Mohammad Akbar Lone when he was on way to a local mosque for morning prayers.

After taking Bashir, a student, some 100 yards from the mosque premises, soldiers fired upon him, many local residents told media, adding that on hearing gunshots as they rushed out for their family members they found Bashir lying in a pool of blood.

“The soldiers were busy in providing first aid to Bashir,” the people said. “Bashir was however crying for help.”

As the womenfolk raised protests, the soldiers lifted the cordon and left the village. Bashir was removed to the District Hospital Pulwama where the doctors shifted him to SKIMS, Srinagar, in a critical condition.

Villagers alleged that the troops targetted Bashir as his brother is an active militant wanted by the troops.

When contacted, Superintendent of Police Pulwama, Nitish Kumar said, “As per initial reports an incident of crossfiring has taken place during siege of the village that caused injuries to the youth against whom nothing adverse stands in the police records.” 

Kumar said the allegations that troops fired on Bashir for being a militant’s brother “do not bear any reality.”

POLICEMAN SHOOTS YOUTH
Aug 13:  Tension gripped Sopore Township after policemen ‘shot at’ and injured a youth Sopore, Baramulla.

Locals said that a police party raided the house of Ghulam Ahmed Mir and asked his son Ajaz Ahmed Mir to accompany them. “Ajaz refused, his refusal infuriated the policemen and one of them opened fire injuring Ajaz,” the locals said, adding, “Ajaz was rushed to a hospital in critical condition.”

As the word about the incident spread in the area hundreds of people raising slogans against the police took to the roads and staged a protest outside the Sopore police station.

Policemen resorted to baton charge and tried to disperse the protesters, the protesters retaliated by pelting stones and tried to ransack the police station.

Later protesters formed small groups and clashed with the policemen till late in the evening, situation in the township continues to be tense.

Meanwhile police termed the incident as “accident.” 

 A police official told media, “The youth was injured accidental fire. A probe has been ordered and investigations are on.”

ATTEMPT TO CHOP OFF TONGUE OF DECEASED CAPT MEGHA’S HUSBAND

Aug 2: Captain Chaitanya Bhatwadekar, husband of Captain Megha Razdan, who was found hanged from a ceiling fan in her official residence recently, was assaulted by some unidentified people on the outskirts of the city on Wednesday night, official sources said. 

Capt Bhatwadekar of 113 Engineers Regiment, who is the main lead for investigative agencies in the death case of his wife Capt Razdan, was attacked by a group of three to four people near Army area at Kunjwani, police sources said. 

There was reportedly an attempt to chop off the tongue of Capt Bhatwadekar who was later shifted to the 166 Military Hospital at Satwari, media reported. 

”Investigation has to be done if someone else had tried to chop off Captain’s tongue or he had done that himself,” a police official told media.

Because of the wound, Capt Bhatwadekar was unable to give any statement on the incident, which appears as a “blind story,” the official said.

The Army unit concerned, in its statement to police, has said the officer was assaulted by some people near its location, the official informed.

A case under Sections 341 and 323 of the RPC was registered at Gangyal police station. Meanwhile, the MH authorities as well as the Army were tight-lipped about the incident. 

It may be recalled that police have collected several “vital clues” which buttress claims that female officer had been murdered at her official residence on the night of July 1.

Capt Razdan was found hanging from a ceiling fan with a bed sheet in a room of her official residence at Kunjawani. 

 Reportedly, there were thumb marks on Capt Razdan’s neck and stomach, injury marks on her left leg and blood stains on her stomach.

Capt Razdan was married to Capt Bhatwadekar and both were deployed in the same regiment eight months ago.

MAN BEATEN UP BY ARMY JAWANS IN MENDHAR

Aug 30: A civilian was injured after being allegedly beaten up by the army jawans during an anti-militancy operation in Mohalla Plasar in Ari area of Mendhar Tehsil in district Poonch.

The injured civilian has been identified as Mohammad Taj, 35, son of Bhagga of Mohalla Plasar Ari.

He was admitted to the Sub District Hospital (SDH) Mendhar from where he was shifted to the District Hospital (DH) Rajouri for advanced treatment.

Official reports said that based on specific information of presence of three militants in Mohalla Plasar area of Ari, troops of 37 Rashtriya Rifles launched a search operation this morning. The militants hiding in the locality opened fire which was effectively retaliated by the security personnel at 10.30 AM. The militants managed to escape from the area taking advantage of grown up maize crops.

The troops noticed suspicious movement in the maize crop near the encounter site and asked the persons to come out. Two brothers Mohammad Taj, 35 and Mohammad Majid, 55, came out with their raised arms. They subjected both of them to sustain questioning on the spot after which one of them collapsed, reports said, adding that he was shifted to the SDH Mendhar for treatment.

The victim while talking to local news agency, KTNS alleged that he was severely beaten up by the army jawans after dragging him out of the maize fields where he was working along with his brother. He fell unconscious on the spot as suffered injuries at his abdomen and was later hospitalized.

Commanding Officer 37 RR Colonel Gourav Karki when asked, denied of any kind of thrashing or torture by the jawans. He said that both brothers were hiding in the maize fields and during questioning one of them identified as Mohammad Taj collapsed. He was handed over to the Numberdar of the village who shifted him to the SDH Mendhar. 

Security forces claimed to have recovered one Chinese grenade and some empty cartridges of AK ammunition from the encounter site.

The injured was referred to the District Hospital Rajouri in the evening for advanced treatment.

The family members of the victim had moved an application (complaint) in Police Station Gursai alleging manhandling of the victim by army jawans. SHO Police Station Gursai Inspector SS Soodan sought medical reports from the doctors of SDH Mendhar who examined the victim and provided him necessary treatment.

ARMY DENIES HAND

POLICE FILES FIR AGAINST ARMY FOR BEATING UP DRIVER

Aug 30: Even while the army sought to deny the incident of alleged manhandling of a driver of truck loaded with Liquified Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylinder truck in Panchli nallah area in Doda district, police has registered an FIR against the troops of 10 Rashtriya Rifles at Police Station Doda.

Concerned police officers said that a case FIR number 111 of 2007 under section 341, 323 and 427 RPC has been registered against the troops of 10 RR in Police Station Doda after the victim Mukhtiyar Ahmed, son of Ghulam Ali Zargar, resident of Bhalla submitted a written complaint after being discharged from the District Hospital this afternoon at 1.30 PM.

Police said that Mukhtiyar in his written complaint submitted that his truck (JK02S-7340) was intercepted by a troops of 10 RR led by the 2 IC of the rank of Lieutenant Colonel at Panchli nallah yesterday morning when he was on his way to Jammu. They snatched his and his conductor's mobile phone and asked them to off load all the cylinders in order to carry search of the vehicle. All the cylinders were off loaded by them after which the jawans carried thorough search of the vehicle. Mukhtiyar further submitted that he and the truck conductor were subjected to severe thrashing by the jawans in presence of Lieutenant Colonel in army vehicle one by one. Police team from Doda and Police Post Khelani rushed to the spot and rescued them, he added in his complaint. 

He was shifted to the District Hospital Doda by the cops when complaint of pain in his ribs at Police Post Khelani where he was provided necessary treatment by the doctors.

Police, however, said that initially army informed of recovery of a grenade and other items but they failed to submit the same on the spot.

Headquarter 16 Corps Jammu issued a rebuttal this evening, which read as; "The army was not involved in this incident, as the matter of fact no army operations were conducted in the area where reportedly the incident took place. After interaction with police, it has emerged that the complete incident occurred between civilians and J&K Police, Doda. It appears to be a case of misplaced identity".

TEACHER'S ARREST EVOKES PROTEST IN BANDIPORA

Aug 8: The arrest of a teacher in Bandipora evoked massive protest demonstrations while three persons including father-son duo were arrested from Handwara. 

Reports said that Special Operations Group (SOG) personnel during a raid arrested an Educational Guarantee Scheme (EGS) teacher from Brar Bandipora yesterday evening. The arrested teacher has been identified as Bashir Ahmad Sofi son of Ghulam Mohammad. The whereabouts of the arrested teacher has not been disclosed to his family members. 

In protest, people in hundreds came out on roads in Bandipora today and staged a sit-in in front of Deputy Commissioner Bandipora's office. Raising anti-SOG and anti-government slogans, the protestors said that Bashir is innocent and not remotely involved in militancy. They were demanding the immediate and unconditional release of the arrested teacher. 

Later top civil officials met the protestors and assured them that the matter would be taken up with the concerned quarters. After their assurances, the protestors dispersed off peacefully. 

Meanwhile, a local news agency KNS, reported that 30 Rashtriya Rifles personnel conducted a raid on the house of one Ghulam Ahmad Najar son of Mohammad Jamal at Nagri, Handwara. After conducting search of the house, the security personnel arrested the house owner, his son, Mohammad Ahsan Najar and nephew Ghulam Nabi Najar son of Ghulam Ahmad, the news agency reported. The whereabouts of the arrested persons have not been disclosed to their family members yet, the news agency added.

PROTEST IN BANDIPORA OVER ARREST, TORTURE OF FATHER-SON DUO
Aug 27: People at Bandipora today took to roads to protest against the arrest of a Tonga Walla and his son. 

People said that SOG personnel belonging to Kaloosa camp arrested a tongawalla, Ghulam Rasool Bhat and his son, Shabir Ahmad from Nadihal, Bandipora on Thursday. They alleged that the arrested duo was shifted to the SOG camp where they were tortured severely. They said that after three days of continuous torture, Ghulam Hassan was released in bad shape today. 

"His eye has been badly damaged and he was removed to hospital where doctors are attending on him", they said adding, "His son continues to be in the custody of SOG". 

To protest against the arrest of the duo, people irrespective of age and sex took to roads today and staged protest demonstrations. They said that the SOG personnel arrested the innocent without any justification and demanded immediate and unconditional release of the tongawalla's son. 

They also demanded action against the police personnel for arresting and torturing innocent persons. 

The protestors blocked the vehicular movement on Srinagar-Bandipora and did not allow the vehicles to ply through the road for nearly two hours. Later top police and civil officials rushed to the spot and assured the protestors that the matter would be looked into. After their assurances, the protestors dispersed off peacefully. 

All shops and business establishments in the area remained closed and traffic was off the road.

CRPF'S CENSUS EXERCISE IN SRINAGAR PERTURBS CIVILIANS

August 26: The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) has started a census exercise in Srinagar city. The city dwellers seem very disturbed with the exercise. CRPF says they are doing this only after the permission from Jammu and Kashmir Police. JKAP says they were asked to help with a census completed a year ago. 

The exercise has been started widely in the city. CRPF troopers are seen collecting data in every Mohalla. "They knocked at our door yesterday morning and penned down the whole data," said Abdul Majid of Hyderpora. Some of the questions that the residents have to answer: "What is family strength? What is the profession of family members? What is source of income? Any surrendered or active militant in the family?" 

In the past the only law-enforcing agency to carry out such a census has been the police. "Why is CRPF doing it now," questions Iqbal, a resident of Magarmal Bagh. He terms it as the encroachment of CRPF into their privacy. "They have some ulterior motive in this," says Iqbal. 

Nazir Ahmad of Bulbulbagh, said that the CRPF troopers deployed in the area are carrying ÿ the exercise from past some days. He maintained, "They enter into house premises with out any assistance from police, ask questions about the family and do not even contact any Mohalla head or leader."

There are similar reports from other parts of the city like Bemina, Soura, Down Town, Batmaloo and Rajbagh areas.

It needs to be mentioned that in rural areas army completed a similar census exercise three month ago and at some places even collected the family photographs. 

PRO A K Tripathi while talking to a local English daily admitted that CRPF is carrying the census across ÿ the city but only after the permission of police. He said all the battalions in the city have been ordered to carry out the census. "It has been discussed by our top brass with the police and they have allowed it," he said, adding, "It is only meant to keep information regarding the people." 

Senior Superintendent of Police Srinagar, Syed Afad-ul-Mujtaba while talking Media said, "Police completed the survey year ago. CRPF was asked to help, may be they are updating it; it is nothing new." 

EXPLOSIONS

· 2 CIVILIANS INJURED IN MINE BLASTS
Aug 2: Two men were injured in two separate incidents of mine blasts near the Line of Control (LoC) in Rajouri and Poonch districts of Jammu.

Tasadduq Hussain lost his foot in mine explosion at Peer Bhadesar area of Keri sector in the Rajouri district.

Another blast took place near Shahpur village, close to LoC in the Poonch district in which Qamar Din sustained serious injuries, the officials said.

Qamar was first taken to District hospital Poonch where doctors gave him preliminary treatment and then referred him to Government Medical College Hospital Jammu for specialized treatment.  

· 23 HURTS IN BLAST BANIHAL

Aug 3: At least 23 persons, including four police personnel, were injured in a grenade blast near Jamia mosque at Banihal on Srinagar-Jammu highway.

Unidentified persons hurled a hand grenade at crowded Banihal Bazar near Jamia Mosque resulting in injuries to 23 persons. The injured, including four police and two fire service personnel, were admitted to hospitals where the condition of some is stated to be critical.
· 3 KILLED IN BANDIPORA GRENADE ATTACK

Aug 13: Three persons including a schoolteacher and a 12-year-old boy were killed and another 16 persons were injured when unidentified persons lobbed a hand grenade in Bandipora, Baramulla. 

Two women and two children are among the injured. Police said that unidentified men lobbed a hand Grenade at Nowpora Chowk in Bandipora, in which a total of nineteen people were injured. 

Police said that out of the injured, two persons Yawar Rafiq, 17, son of Mohammed Rafiq, resident of Bandipora and a labourer namely Shamlal son of Hari Chand resident of Rajasthan succumbed on way to Srinagar while Ghulam Mohammed Lone son of Ghulam Hassan resident of Bandipora succumbed to his injures in SMHS Hospital. 

On August 14, the Bandipora and its adjoining areas observed complete shutdown. 

· IED BLAST: 3 CRPF MEN SUCCUMB TO INJURIES

On Aug 17 an IED blast triggered by the militants at Kawni, Sangam in South Kashmir killed two CRPF soldiers on the spot and inflicted injuries to many others. Out of the injured personnel three succumbed to their injuries in the hospital on the following day. 

Three para-military CRPF personnel, injured critically in the IED explosion on August 17 at Kawni, Sangam in South Kashmir succumbed to injuries in the hospital on August 18. With their death, the death toll of CRPF personnel in the blast has risen to five.

It is pertinent to mention here that two CRPF personnel were killed and four others critically injured in a powerful IED blast carried out by the militants of Hizb-ul-Mujahideen at Kawni, Sangam in Anantnag district on August 17 afternoon.

Four injured soldiers were removed to hospital in Srinagar, where three of the critically injured soldiers identified as Bhagwan Das, Tejeshwar Rao and driver constable Aai Zagpa succumbed to injuries this morning.

The dead soldiers belonged to 130 BN CRPF. With their death, the death toll of CRPF personnel killed in the powerful blast has risen to five.

BODY OF DISAPPEARED RECOVERED
Aug 25: Police recovered the beheaded and highly decomposed body of Engineer Nayeem Gul from Hardshiva, Sopore.

The deceased engineer was running a computer shop in Srinagar and had gone missing from September 4, 2006. 

His brother Naseem Gul told media that when he didn’t return for 3 days they lodged a missing report in the police station Sopore. “We went to every nook and corner of the Valley to search for him, but our search proved futile,” Naseem said.

 “Gul was a very hardworking boy and he had no affiliation or animosity with any agency or any group,” the uncle of the deceased Abdul Ahad Dar said.

He said the Sopore police had remained tight lipped on his disappearance and it is almost a year after his body has been found.

WOMEN VDCS TO BE SET UP
Aug 12: Militant outfits in the Pakistani -Administered-Kashmir (PAK) have started recruiting and training women for providing logistics support to their cadres, posing a new challenge for counter-insurgency forces in Jammu and Kashmir, intelligence sources claimed.

However, to tackle this upcoming challenge, Army has started imparting weapons training to the local womenfolk in the border areas of Jammu region, in a step towards setting-up women Village Defence Committees (VDC). 

By involving local women in the VDCs, Army believes it will have "an edge" on the detrimental move of PAK-based militant groups who are perpetrating unrest in the state. 

Despite suspicions, a woman militant aide easily gets a safe passage to operate due to unavailability of sufficient women security officials to make sure of her identity in the bordering areas. 

On the issue, General Officer Commanding (GOC) 39 Mountain 'Dah' Division Maj Gen Rajinder Singh said the Army has valid inputs regarding training of women by the militant groups across the LoC. 

"They (women militant aides) can transport logistics from one place the other quite easily because the soldiers on duty do not question them in the absence of women police personnel or local volunteers," the GOC said. 

Moreover, taking advantage of the people's movement, especially the women folk - living in the areas between the LoC and the border fence - militant aides also try to dodge the security forces. 

"As militants groups on the other side always keep trying to take advantage of our weaknesses, the women VDCs will help provide us an edge on their (militants) activities," he elaborated. 

The women VDCs, Maj Gen Singh said, will certainly help security forces tackle the up coming challenge of women militant infiltrators. 

The General Officer, who also witnessed the firing skills of local women trained by the 10 Sikh (Deshmesh) at Jhanger, 3 kms from LoC in Rajouri district, on August 11, said they had attained a "good standard" at shooting. 

Nearly 80 local women, including school going teenagers to the middle-aged housewives, have been trained by the Army in the area for taking on the militants threat. 

"Motivating women volunteers for this tough challenge remained the main part of the training, besides practical firing tactics and weapon handling," said Major Upendra, the chief firing instructor. 

The local women volunteers were trained to handle AK-47, INSAS and 303 rifles, he informed.

The VDCs were set-up in mid-nineties following a rise in massacres of innocent villagers in the remote areas of this terror-ravaged state. 

The VDCs have proved their mettle in various anti-militancy operations in Jammu and Kashmir. 

They provide tip-offs regarding suspicious movements in their areas, escorting counter-insurgency forces during search operations and engaging ultras in the gun-battle till the regular troops come and take charge. 

With the only .303 rifles as their weapon, the VDCs have given a tough fight to the militants, who use automatic rifles and equipment. 

Over 100 VDC members have reportedly laid down their lives fighting militancy in the state to date.

17 YEARS ON, ARMY STILL OCCUPIES HOUSES, LAND IN KUPWARA BORE VILLAGE

Aug 27: Seventy-year-old Abdur Razzaq Bhat burst into tears while narrating how Army dislodged his family from Bore, a small border hamlet in Kupwara district of north Kashmir when militancy broke out in the Valley 17 years ago. 

Bhat’s family is one among the 13 families dislodged forcibly by Army in 1990 for security reasons. Since then the families have been roaming from pillar to post in search of a permanent shelter. 

It was December 8, 1990 when soldiers barged into our village and forcibly occupied our houses, Bhat, a poor farmer told media. The soldiers evacuated us in the dead of the night and promised that we will be brought back after some days. The promise has had proved hollow. 

According to Bhat, the Army has clearly refused to vacate the village citing security reasons. He said that movable and immovable property of the 13 families has been under the Army occupation, rendering the families shelter less. 

The Army has planted countless mines in our land and declared it as no man’s land, Bhat said. Our property including our houses and hundreds of acres of land was destroyed because of the heavy shelling between Indian and Pakistani soldiers at the Line of Control.

 When Bhat and other villagers sought rehabilitation, they failed. This forced them to move court, which asked the Army to consider their return. But the Army gave a clear answer: The case filed by Abdur Razzaq Bhat and 12 others versus the Union of India has been considered from all angles as directed by the Justice. The High Court of Jammu and Kashmir order No. 7558 dated May 17, 1993 has been disposed off in the interest of security of Keran sector. Mr. Bhat and 12 other petitioners along with their families cannot be repatriated/resettled in Bore.

Bhat said that no one from the state administration cared for the well being of the dislodged families, except for issuing orders of rehabilitation and monetary compensation. 

We have just received Rs one lakh as compensation for our houses, Bhat said. The government didn’t rehabilitate and compensate us for our land.

An order from the Home Department also mentions enhancement of relief to these border migrants, including free food grains, cash assistance etc. 

But, according to Bhat, the villagers didn’t receive any compensation, except some peanuts till 2000. The cash relief of Rs 1,000 per month has not been paid since 2000, Bhat said. Our children are facing tremendous difficulties. Because of the financial constraints, we cannot educate them.

The villagers approached the district administration authorities many a time, but they turned down our requests, citing paucity of funds, Bhat said.

In his plea addressed to Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad, Bhat writes: we are the victims of acute poverty and are living under the open sky since 1990. We are facing many problems due to non-availability of residential houses, land, and relief. We request you come to our rescue by compensating us for our land and providing us shelter. 

ARMY TO INDUCT LASER WEAPONS IN J&K
Aug 17: Soldiers engaged in counter-insurgency operations in Jammu and Kashmir and the northeast will soon have a new weapon to help them take on militants-portable non-lethal laser dazzlers that can stun and blind their opponents.

"Two versions of the portable non-lethal dazzlers (PNLD), including a hand-held laser dazzler, are set to be inducted into the Indian armed forces for use in counter-insurgency operations. This will make the 21st century soldier a technology-driven jawan," a top defence source said.

The laser dazzlers, which can be mounted on existing weapons used by the soldiers, were tested in Kashmir in October last year and will be inducted into the Army possibly by next year, sources said. They could be used against militants operating in the hinterland of Kashmir and against those infiltrating into the State across the Line of Control (LoC). 

The Defence Research and Development Organisation’s Laser Science and Technology Centre (LASTEC) in Delhi has developed two variants of the PNLD suitable for counter-insurgency operations. The hand-held and weapon-mounted versions of the PNLD have a maximum range of 50 meters and 500 meters respectively, the sources said.

Both variants are completely non-lethal directed-energy weapons employing intense visible light and produce randomly a flickering green laser output that is sufficient to cause temporary blindness or disorientation. The dazzlers also have an in-built safety interlock to prevent misuse and the weapons do not cause permanent blindness, the sources said. 

The dazzlers also have an integrated low power red laser beam for aiming in twilight and dark conditions. The weapon-mounted dazzler has an integrate daylight sight too.

After trials of the dazzlers in the northeast and Kashmir, a memorandum of understanding was signed for manufacturing the systems for the Army, the sources said.

Under the MoU signed by the DRDO with SDS Electronics Pvt Ltd of Panchkula, the transfer of technology for the two versions of the PNLD was completed in November 2006, the sources said.

The laser dazzlers use "diode pumped solid state" lasers with a wavelength of 532 nm and weigh 850 g.

Blinding weapons are banned by the 1995 UN Protocol on Blinding Laser Weapons. As these dazzlers do not cause permanent blindness, they skirt this regulation, the sources said.

On 18 May 2006, the US military announced it would issue dazzling lasers designed to be attached to M-4 rifles to troops in Iraq. This weapon is intended to provide a non-lethal way to stop drivers who fail to stop at checkpoints manned by US soldiers.

However, this proposal-attracted criticism from human rights groups, who said even these weapons, can cause permanent damage.

The US forces also used the Saber 203 dazzlers in Somalia in 1995 during Operation United Shield. The Chinese armed forces have fitted dazzlers to their Type 98 main battle tank to overwhelm the optical systems of enemy tanks. Chinese forces also use the ZM-87 portable laser disturber that can blind enemy troops at a range of up to two to three kilometers. 

TRUCK DRIVER BEATEN UP BY ARMY MEN
Aug 29: A Liquified Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylinder truck driver sustained injuries after being allegedly manhandled by the army jawans in Panchli nallah area in Doda district.

The injured driver has been identified as Mukhtiyar Ahmed, son of Ghulam Ali Zargar, resident of Bhalla.

He was admitted to the District Hospital Doda for treatment. Doctors said that he sustained injuries at his eye and ribs.

Mukhtiyar said that he left Bhalla for Jammu at 5 AM in the morning. Some army jawans who came in two gypsies and a one-ton vehicle overtook his truck. They intercepted his truck bearing registration number JK02S-7340 loaded with 250 empty LPG cylinders at Panchli nallah, 9 Kilometers from Pul Doda. They snatched his mobile phone and asked him to off load all the cylinders in order to carry search of the vehicle. All the cylinders were off loaded by him and his conductor and the jawans carried thorough search of the vehicle, he added.

Later, Mukhtiyar alleged that he was subjected to severe thrashing by the jawans who were enquiring about a consignment of weapons. Police team from Doda also reached the spot and the jawan went away in their vehicles. The driver was shifted to the District Hospital Doda by the cops when he complained of pain in his ribs.

He was provided necessary treatment by the doctors.

Station House Officer (SHO) Police Station Doda Inspector Ashwani Sharma when contacted said that no FIR has been lodged in this connection as the owner of the truck Javed Azad is yet to reach the police station and there is no complaint in this regard. He, however, said that the driver was admitted to the DH Doda when he informed about some problems in his ribs.

Concerned army officer when contacted denied of any assault by the jawans. He said that there was a specific input of smuggling of weapons in the said truck. The troops chased the truck and conducted search but nothing was recovered from the vehicle.

MEASURES TO CHECK SUICIDES, FRATRICIDES IN ARMED FORCES

NEW DELHI, Aug 17: Formation of a "judicious" set up has been demanded in the armed forces to look into the complaints of its personnel as a means to check alarming rise in the cases of suicides and fratricides.

Saying that such a set up would deal with the problems of the forces through interaction with civil authorities, a key Parliamentary panel has rapped the Defense Ministry for "failing" to deal effectively with the malaise.

"Measures enunciated by the ministry to check this alarming trend are absolutely misleading and are just on paper", the Parliamentary standing committee on Defense said in its report tabled in Parliament today.

Brushing aside the Government’s move to order a study by the Defense Institute of Psychological Research (DIPR), the Committee said unless the recommendations of the study were implemented with rigour, it would not serve the purpose.

"Had these measures been implemented in true spirit, the stress levels of the personnel would have definitely come down", the panel said rapping that the figures spoke otherwise.

It has asked the Defense Ministry to undertake research work on the issue to arrest the alarming trend of suicides and killings. 

The committee in its report on the review of Medical services and Education in the Defense sector felt that most of the suicides took place due to social, criminal and civil cases pending against the Defense personnel.

He said once the proposed judicious went into complaints of the troops; the personnel should be informed of the action taken on their grievances.

The panel also felt the administrative set-up should address the continuous social changes taking place in the society and the resultant effects on the armed forces.

Defence Ministry should make concerted efforts to complete the married accommodation project as this would greatly help in containing the stress among the Jawans.

The committee has also recommended that in cases of suicides there was a need to fix responsibility on seniors so that cases of high-ranking officers misbehaving with juniors could be checked.

It also demanded that the pending Armed forces Tribunal Bill should be enacted at the earliest, as this would provide a fair and quick mechanism to deal with problems of troops.

The panel has also recommended that all major armed forces hospitals and clinics should be upgraded and modernized, especially hospitals in border areas like Jammu.

DE-STRESS CELL FOR SOLDIERS

To help Armed Forces personnel in fighting stress and AIDS related diseases, Jammu-based military hospital will soon set up stress management and AIDS centers to conduct surveys and de-stress troops.

“We will soon be setting up stress management cell (SMC) and AIDS concealing cell (ACC) at our 166 base hospital to deal with issues regarding stress and AIDS among the troops,” hospital sources said.

In view of the increasing fratricides and reports of AIDS among troops, the hospital, which serves nearly 4.5 lakh soldiers in the state, will have these cells soon, they said.

Besides, the hospital will also set up a cardiology centre soon, they said, adding that these centers would broaden the operation of the hospital to these specialized fields which concerns more to armed forces these days.

“We have pioneered into lifestyle disease and ser up lifestyle disease centers (LSDAC) at the hospital, Jammu to deal with the diseases in Armed Forces,” they said.

They further said that the LSDWC has worked well as nearly 52 patients have visited the centre for consultations daily over the past one-month.

Stress in the modern life has led to emergency of a number of lifestyle diseases like obesity, hypertension and diabetes, they said.

These diseases predispose affected persons to increased incidence of inner human development. Most serving persons hesitate to get themselves checked up for these problems for fear of being placed in low medical category.  

768 TROOPERS SUICIDE
Aug 23: As many as 768 personnel from the army and paramilitary forces have committed suicide ore killed in fratricide incidents since 2004. Replying to separate questions, Ministries of Defense and Home Affairs told Rajya Sabha that together 137 jawan have been already killed in such incidents in the first seven months of year 2007.

Union Home Ministry reported 401 incidents of fratricide and suicides within six-paramilitary forces from 2004 to July 31- 2007 the army on the other hand has reported 367 cases from 2004 to August 2007 in the same period; the army has witnessed 77 cases of attempted suicide.

Further, there have been 69 cases of fratricide within paramilitary forces. Union Minister of State for Home Sriprakash Jaiswal, however, claimed that no such incident was reported in 2007. The year 2006 has so far been the worst for both the army as will as the paramilitary while the paramilitary forces reported 130 such deaths, the army has put figures at 120. Interestingly, level of militancy and counter insurgency operations in Jammu and Kashmir other parts decreased considerably in 2006.

Underlying responsible for suicide within forces said prolonged deployment in insurgency or militancy-affected areas has been found one of the factors responsible for mental and physical stress.

Replying another question, Defense Minister A k Antony told the house in an written reply that over 40,000 personnel both officer and ranks have sought discharges and voluntary retirement during last three years while 3123 officers have applied for discharge of duties during the last three years, Defense Ministry has granted voluntary retirement to 37865 personnel below the rank of officers. Among those discharged included 35255 personnel from the Army and 25791 personnel from the Air Force.

The Ministry said the government was taking remedial measures to arrest such trend which included allowing time-bound promotion up to the rank of colonels and equivalent, undertake the married accommodation project and also undertake professional course for superannuating officers.   
SUICIDES AND FRATRICIDAL KILLINGS BY TROOPS
· YET ANOTHER CRPF MAN ENDS LIFE; COLLEAGUES PROTEST

Aug 2: A CRPF man allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself dead at his Karanagar camp. 

The deceased was identified as havaldar Ravinder Singh. Reports said Ravinder had approached his officer R D Deswal for sanctioning leave. The officer allegedly rejected the leave application and the two exchanged hot words over the issue. 

During the altercation, Ravinder took out his service gun and shot himself dead. Panic gripped the camp due to the firing. 

As the CRPF men reached the spot they found their colleague dead. The shocked security men lodged a strong protest against their officer. They accused him of misbehaving with them and using harsh language. 

Senior CRPF officers reached the spot. The CRPF men in the camp strongly protested against the incident and demanded a stern action against Deswal for misbehavior with his subordinates. 

DIG CRPF pacified the angry security men and assured them action against the commanding officer. Meanwhile police has also registered a case and started investigations. 

A CRPF spokesman denied that Ravinder had any altercation with his officer over the leave issue. "Ravinder had returned to his camp after availing leave in February," he said 

According to him the officer had this morning summoned Ravinder and his four other colleagues and asked them as to why they had not completed the work assigned to them. They were asked to expedite the work. 

After three hours, Ravinder committed suicide. The spokesman added that family tension seems to be the cause behind the suicide. He denied that there was any protest in the camp and said some men tried to connect the incident with the morning meeting between the officer and his five subordinates. 

The spokesman stated that CRPF has ordered an internal inquiry into the incident.

· SPO SUICIDES

Aug 4: A Special Police Officer (SPO) ends his life by committing suicide in Pulwama police station. The deceased was identified as SPO Mustafa Deedad of Hengnikote, Vilgam, Handwara. 

· ARMY JAWAN ENDS LIFE

Aug 5: An army soldier ends his life by shooting himself dead in an army camp at Akhnoor sector in Jammu provision.

The deceased was identified as A.S. Patil of 2443 Medium Regiment. Army has ordered a court of enquiry into it.  

· SOLDIER ENDS LIFE

Aug 9: A soldier shot himself dead in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district on the night of August 8, police said. 

According to police Devinder Singh of 152 Territorial Army fired upon himself with his service weapon in an Army camp at Tapper Bala Pattan. He was rushed to a hospital where doctors declared him brought dead.
· SOLDIER SHOOTS SELF 

Aug 13: A soldier has committed suicide by shooting himself with his service weapon in Doda district of Jammu region. 

Reports said Naik Sulaiman, posted with Territorial Army at Balra Bhaderwah camp, shot himself with his Insas rifle. He died on the spot.

Army spokesman, Col Goswami told media that Army has ordered a court of inquiry to know the circumstances, which led the solider to commit suicide. 

· SOLDIER KILLED IN FRIENDLY FIRE

Aug 16: In a friendly fire incident, troops of 14 Bihar noticed some suspicious movement at Fowlad Post in Gulmarg and fired some rounds killing a soldier Kunal Padan (No. 4273551-00) in the wee hours on August 16, police said. 

Police has registered a case in this regard and started investigation into the incident. 

· CRPF TROOPER SHOOTS SELF

Aug 27: A CRPF trooper shot himself with his service rifle.

A local news agency said the CRPF trooper, Dig Vijay Singh, who was posted at the State Motor Garages in Bemina shot himself after firing at a CRPF camp in the area. 

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

· INFILTRATION TO INCREASE: ARMY

Aug 2: Infiltration from across the border is likely to increase as over 2,000 militants of Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) are waiting for an opportunity to sneak into Kashmir valley, a senior Army officer said in Uri. 
"We expect infiltration to increase this month in view of Independence Day," Major General Ramesh Halgali, General Officer Commanding of 19 Infantry Division, said. 
The militants, especially from Lashker-e-Toiba and other foreign outfits, are waiting to cross over here to increase militancy in the Valley, he said. 
Nearly 2,000 militants of LeT alone have been brought to the borders to sneak into Kashmir, Halgali said. 
· FALL IN MILITANTS, ONLY 700 TO 800 MILITANTS: ARMY

Aug 5: The number of militants operating in the valley has continuously been on decline and according to security agencies 700 to 800 militants are presently active in the entire Kashmir valley, a senior army official in Srinagar told media

The official said, it is difficult to give exact number of militants operating in valley at present, but the intelligence inputs are presently active in Kashmir.  

He further said, “an Of the 800 militant, half of strength belongs to Hizbul Mujahideen, predominantly a Kashmiri militant group. The remaining 400 owe allegiance to other groups like Lashker-e-Tayeeba (LeT), Albadar and Harkat”. 

About the ratio of foreign and local militants active in Kashmir, he said, it is “70:30 in favour of foreign militants, mainly Pakistani nationals. 

The army’s statement was corroborated by one of the CRPF’s top official on conditions of anonymity.  
· POLICE TO ROPE IN 8,000 RETIRED PERSONNEL TO TACKLE MILITANCY, CRIME

Aug 6: To tackle militancy in Jammu and Kashmir the state police have decided to rope in 8,000 retired police personnel, who will be in a constant touch with the concerned police stations and will gather information on the crime and militancy of their respective areas.

Sources said that police personnel after their retirement have been helping the police with their inputs and, in number of cases, informed the police about crimes in their area. However, this time, on the directions of Director General of Police, Kuldeep Khuda, there will be meetings between the police and retired personnel “with increased frequency”.

Officials in the police department say, through this mechanism, “Police officers will remain informed about youth being coerced to join militant ranks or even criminals bullying local people into crime.”     

“The responsibility to conduct such meetings will be on SHOs, Sub-Divisional Police Officers (SDPOs) and SPs of different districts,” said IGP, Jammu, Dr SP Vaid.

The police department plans to seek help of more than 8,000 retired police personnel. This number will supplement the regular police force of 94,000 in the state, including the Special Police officers (SPOs)

The decision has come at a time when the state has written to the Centre seeking approval to raise 25 battalions of armed police that can replace the Central reserve Police Force (CRPF) in J&K. The state has informed the Centre that police strength in the state was not enough to single handedly tackle militancy. 

“While asking the police to take investigation tips from the retired police personnel, the DGP has also ordered that during these meetings the welfare measures for their families must be explored,” the officials said.

Assistant Inspector General of Police, Welfare, Aftab Kakroo, said, “The police will also look into the fact if the family of the retired policemen need any kind of assistance.”  
· J-K POLICE WANT MORE SPOS FOR VDCS, TO SET UP 1300 MORE COMMITTEES

Aug 7: Jammu and Kashmir police have asked the state government to sanction three Special Police Officers each for the over 850 Village Denfece Committee members, which are not functioning according to government norms.

Sources said police recently took up the matter with the Home Department. There are around 3,500 VDCs in state.

Meanwhile, the police also have a plan ready to set up close to 1,300 new VDCs in Doda, Rajouri and Poonch.

According to the rules, there should be three SPOs attached with every VDC.

Police sources said, the around 875 VDCs in question were raised following repeated requests for a security upgrade by villagers.

Though the VDC members were provided weapons (a rifle and wireless set), the committees are still functioning without SPOs. 

Special Police Officers for these VDCs will be chosen from out of the 26,000 strong force in the state at present, sources said.

There are areas in the state where VDCs don’t have requisite number of SPOs. In Reasi district, the government has sanctioned 327 SPOs for 109 VDCs while the number of committees functioning here is 457.

So, a makeshift arrangement has been put into place wherein one SPO is attached to a VDC while the rest function without the officers. Police sources said villagers in Jammu are not willing to set up such committees.

The concept of village denfence committees came up in mid 90s, which involved the participation of locals in security arrangements.  
· NOT A SINGLE CASE OF DISAPPEARANCE: CM

Aug 9: The Chief Minister, Ghulam Nabi Azad while interviewed by a local news channel said that the situation in Jammu and Kashmir is improving; Azad admitted that human rights violations were at peak in 1990 but now the situation is improving. 

 “The graph of the human rights violation is coming down and this year there was not a single case of disappearance,” Azad said, adding that the government is committed to bring the graph of disappearance and custodial killing to zero level.
· SITUATION NOT RIPE FOR DEMILITARISATION: SINHA

NEW DELHI, Aug 13: Governor, Lt. Gen. (Retired) S.K. Sinha, in New Delhi said the situation was not ripe for any demilitrisation move as the situation in Jammu and Kashmir was yet not under control. ''People, who are demanding demilitarisation do no not know what it means. It means vacating the entire region of the army,'' he said on the sidelines of a book releasing ceremony. ''Return of troops can take place when insurgency is under control, then the police can take over. Unfortunately we have not reached that stage yet,'' he added.

He also rubbished the argument that there was no need of five lakh troops to confront just 1,000 militants. ''Let me tell you that there are thousand of sleeper cells and thousands of militants are waiting to take over, so let us not get misled by such superficial analysis,'' he added. 

To a question whether there was an increase in the levels of infiltration in the state, he said it was always going up and down and during the months of April and May 2006, the figures were alarming. To a question about the reported presence of Al Qaeda in the region, he said ''not that I know of it but there might be some sympathizers. 
· ‘90 ARMY MEN PUNISHED FOR HR VIOLATIONS’: GOVERNOR

Aug 14: Jammu and Kashmir Governor (Retd.) SK Sinha said that 90 army personnel were punished for violating human rights in Jammu and Kashmir. There have been odd occasions when the army has also been guilty of human rights violations, the governor said. 

“So far during the last 18n years of conflict 34 such instances have taken place in which 90 army personnel have been punished with dismissal and imprisonment ranging from 1 to 14 years,” he said while giving a message on India’s Independence Day..

However, he said most of the allegations against the army were false or highly exaggerated as part of deliberate plan of separatist and militants to vilify the army.   
· ARMY DEPLOYS 4 MORE BATTALIONS IN KASHMIR EVERY YEAR

Aug 17: Every summer Army deploys four additional battalions of troops in the Kashmir Valley for counter-infiltration operations. 

Army calls it a general practice, which is going on since 1990 when the insurgency broke out in the state. Though the Army says that the four battalions are not from Srinagar-based 15 Corps, it also denies they’re being brought from outside the state. 

           The four battalions are being deployed in Kashmir along the Line of Control but men for these battalions come from (Udhampur-based) 16 Corps, Army spokesman Colonel AK Mathur told media. 

On August 16, a New Delhi-based television news channel quoted Lt Gen AS Sekhon, GOC 15 Corps, saying that in addition to troops who are deployed along the LoC, we’re got our reserve formations which are actually meant for normal conventional operations; during this summer period all these people get deployed on the counter-infiltration grid.

In addition to these two brigades which are already here, we’re additionally inducted four more battalions which are not part of my Corps, who have further reinforced the counter-infiltration grid,·Gen Sekhon told the channel. 

He said Army utilizes two reserve brigades, which are used to fight conventional war, in counterinsurgency. 

The General’s statement clearly indicates that despite consistent political demands for troop-cut in the Valley, the Army has inducted an estimated 12,000 more men this summer, the news channel added. 

But Army spokesman termed the figures as exaggerated. The fact of the matter is that the strength of the battalions is being drawn from Jammu and Kashmir and it has nothing to do with demilitarization or whatever. Besides their strength is 2000, Col Mathur said. 

He said the battalions remain on the LoC till November and after that they’re withdrawn in winter there is decline in infiltration and consequently the additional battalions are withdrawn, the Army spokesman added.
· TIME NOT RIPE: ARMY CHIEF

Aug 17: Chief of Army Staff General J J Singh said the time was not ripe to scale down the level of troops in Kashmir. 

Speaking to newspersons after flying the mechanized version of indigenous Advanced Flight Helicopter Dhruv in Bangalore he said Kashmir was a border State and the border issues had remained unresolved with both China and Pakistan. 

He said there was no reduction in troop level in Kashmir but there had been a replacement of battalions. 

General Singh sought to know the rationale for reducing troops then armed terrorists were infiltrating into the State. 
· 5071 SECURITYMEN, 16369 CIVILIANS KILLED IN VALLEY: POLICE

Aug 19: At least 5071 security personnel and 16369 civilians have been killed in the militancy related incidents in the Kashmir Valley after the eruption of militancy in the Kashmir Valley. 

Police statistics reveal that 5071 security personnel were killed and 12281 injured during the militant attacks across the Valley since 1989, after the youth took to guns in Kashmir. 

Giving break-up, the police statistics reveal that of the 5071 dead security men, 3637 belonged to army and para-military forces, 865 belonged to police, 442 were Special Police Officers (SPOs) and 127 were Village Defence Committee (VDC) members. The security personnel were killed in direct gunfights, grenade attacks and Improvised Explosive Devices (IED) blasts carried out by militants in length and breadth of the Valley.

Police statistics further reveal that 12281 security personnel were also injured in the attacks carried out by militants during past 18 years. Hundreds of injured security personnel have been maimed by the attacks. 

Although the militant violence has come down in Kashmir, but security forces casualty figures in the first six months of 2007 has been on higher side. Security personnel suffered 31 deaths during the first six months last year, but this year, 44 soldiers were killed in different militancy-related incidents in the trouble-hit Valley.

The civilians have been on receiving end in the unabated violence prevalent in the Kashmir. Thousands of civilians have perished during the turmoil and thousands of boys and girls have become orphans and thousands of women have been rendered widows and are fighting for survival.

The statistics further reveal that 16369 civilians were killed in the incidents of firing, grenade explosions, landmine blasts and cross-firing incidents during the past 18 years. Of these 16369 civilians, hundreds were killed by the unidentified gunmen and the cause of their death could not be known.

During the same period, 21347 civilians were injured in the militancy related incidents across the trouble hit Kashmir Valley. 

The killing of civilians has been on lower side this year. The statistics reveal that civilian killings have fallen from 144 during first six months last year to 53 during the same period this year. "The number of abduction of civilians has also fallen from 44 to 17 during firs six months this year, and hanging has seen a decline from five to two during the same period.
· 314 KILLED IN VALLEY VIOLENCE IN 2007

Aug 23: At least 314 persons including 57 security personnel were killed in the militancy related incidents in Kashmir Valley during past seven months. 

While responding to a question by Mohammad Yousuf Taing of National Conference in Legislative Council, Taj Mohi-ud-Din on behalf of minister in charge home said that 480 militancy related incidents have taken place in Kashmir during past seven months. 

The violence related incidents include gunfights, cross firing incidents, grenade blasts and IED explosions. 

The minister said that 314 persons were killed in the first seven months of this year in the militant violence. Giving the break-up of the persons killed, Taj Mohi-ud-Din said; among the dead include 189 militants, 68 civilians, 44 security personnel, nine policemen and four special police officer (SPOs). 

He said that besides the militants, some civilians were also killed in the incidents of cross firing accidentally. However, he did not give any specific information as to how many civilians were killed in cross firing accidentally and neither the legislators sought any information in this regard. 

On the compensation being provided to the kith and kin of deceased civilians, he said that ex-gratia relief is provided immediately to the dear and near ones of the civilians. But on occasions, to identity the near and dear ones of the deceased take times. 

On providing of jobs under SRO 43 to the militancy-affected people, he said that the government has decided to provide 50 per cent jobs of vacant class IV posts to the militancy affected people and 50 per cent to general public. "Nobody is ignored as far as providing jobs under SRO 43 is considered. Even in some cases, the rules have been relaxed to provide employment to family member of the deceased civilians", he said.
· 400 MILITANTS OPERATING IN JAMMU, 89 ARMYMEN PUNISHED: GOC

Aug 23: Nearly 200 Pak trained militants managed to cross over to this side of the Line of Control in last six months while at least 400 militants including a large number of foreigners are operating in Jammu region.

General Officer Commanding, 16 Corps of the Northern Army Command Lt Gen T K Sapru told media that militants infrastructure still exist on that side of the Line of Control (LoC) and according to some intelligence inputs nearly 50 training camps are in operation on that side of the LoC including some Northern areas of PoK. 

Referring to the operation of militant organisations, Lt Gen Sapru said that several militant outfits are operating on this part of the region but Hizbul Mujahideen is the dominant cadre and nearly 390-400 ultras including locals are operating presently on this side. Responding to another question he disclosed that hardly in last six months about 200 militants managed to cross over to this side. It could be established on the basis of intelligence inputs, he maintained. 

"There is no perceptible change in infiltration into this side from across the LoC in last few months. A more comprehensive picture could only emerge after analysis over a large time span is carried out," the GOC added. 

Most of the LoC area has been fenced in Rajouri-Poonch and Jammu sectors of the region but there are certain gaps in the riverine areas and nallahs. But adequate number of troops are deployed and naka points established to plug them. In the recent past, especially in Mendhar and Poonch areas, armed ultras managed to breach the fence on certain occasions taking advantage of weather and hostile conditions. 

Responding to another question, Lt Gen Sapru said the foreign terrorists were little less than 50 percent compared to the locals operating on this side. There are no recent reports providing definite presence of any woman terrorists. 

When asked about the HR Violation cases and the Armymen punished so far, the Corps Commander said Army was extremely sensitive to any breach of discipline and Human Rights Violations and its track record in taking action against erring soldiers is exemplary. Over 89 persons have been punished for cases proved true against them in the State so far.

Commenting on the rapid increase in the number of suicide cases by soldiers in the militancy hit State, the GOC claimed that number of such cases was lower in the Army as compared to national average. "Our analysis indicates that issues faced at home including inaction by the civil authorities and problems faced by families of jawans are a major cause for stress and subsequent suicide. The Ministry of Defence has established Self-Development Centres where soldiers are trained for destressing and personality development," he maintained.

Giving detail of some civic action projects under Operation Sadbhavana, Lt Gen Sapru said that Army established 64 water supply schemes, about 100 electrification projects, constructed 16 large community halls, raised three new schools and provided assistance in terms of additional rooms and infrastructure to 548 schools in Jammu region in last two years. Besides, 1000 micro-hydel projects have been completed. Out of the total 350 have been constructed in Jammu region including 107 in Rajouri, 133 in Poonch and 62 in Doda.
· 610 DETAINED UNDER PSA IN 2006, SAYS GOVT

Aug 26: The government has ordered judicial and magisterial enquiries in 57 human rights violations from November 1, 2002 to July 31, 2007.

 “Of the 57 inquires ordered, 31 have been finalized on their merits, 11 cases registered on reports of enquires, in one probe investigation by Crime Branch recommended, two enquiries submitted to the High Court by the enquiry officers, two enquiries against delinquent police officials recommended. In 15 enquiries, the enquiry officers have recommended no action,” said a statement issued by the government in Legislative Council. 

The government said that from January 2006 to December 2006, 30 incidents of human rights violations were reported. “Out of 30 cases of human rights abuses, six are custodial killings, four custodial disappearances, seven rapes/molestation and 13 are other cases of suspicious deaths. Enquiries in six cases out of 30 have been ordered whereas malafides in other cases were not substantiated,” the government said. 

The government said, “Four persons have reportedly disappeared in custody in 2006 in which cases are registered, out of which one case was challaned, one closed as untraced and two are under investigations.” 

The government said that cases are invariably registered and police are making all efforts to trace out the disappeared persons.

On the detainees’ number, it said that from January 2006 to Dec 31, 2006, 610 persons were detained under the Public Safety Act (PSA). It said 234 persons were released after their detention was quashed by courts or on the recommendations of review committee. 

 “From January, 2006 to December 31, 2006, 183 persons have been released by the orders of the court after bail and quashment of detentions,” the government said, adding that during the same period, 51 PSA detainees have been released on recommendations of the review committee. It said that from January 2006 to December 2006, 72 cases of PSA detainees were not confirmed by the state advisory board.

About the delay in submission for other inquiry reports, the government said, “The reasons for delay is that most of the witnesses whose statements are required to be recorded do not wish to appear personally before the enquiry officer due to different reasons. Still the enquiry officers are time and again requested to speed up the proceedings for early completion of magisterial enquiries.”
· 800 MILITANTS WAITING TO INTRUDE FROM PAK: ARMY

Aug 28 (Agencies): Pakistan is running terrorist training camps and has readied at least 53 launch pads to help terrorists intrude into India from the Line of Control, a senior army official said on August 28. 

Commander-in-Chief of the army's Northern Command Lt Gen H S Panag said at least 53 launch pads have been set up on the international border in Jammu and Kashmir to facilitate the intrusion of these militants into the Indian side. 

He said that more than 800 terrorists are all set to cross the border and enter into the country. 

Revealing details about the militants' launch pads, the intelligence officer of the army said that Pakistan has made 20 launch pads along the international border and at least 33 along side the LoC. 

They said that at these launch pads, militants belonging to Lashkar-e-Tayiba, Jaish-e-Mohammad, Harkat-ul-Jehad-e-Islami, Harkat-ul-Mujahiddin and other extremist groups are waiting to intrude in the country. 

However, despite these efforts as many as 200 militants are believed to have crossed over in the first half of this year, said the spokesperson of the Udhampur-based army's Northern Command.
· 89 ARMY MEN PUNISHED FOR RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN J&K

Aug 29: The Army has punished 89 of its personnel, including 34 officers, for human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir since the eruption of militancy in the trouble-torn state. 

In the 33 cases of human rights violations established by the Army's courts of inquiry, 89 personnel have been punished since 1990, defence sources said. 

Anyone found guilty of rights abuses has been punished, the sources said, adding there is no truth in the allegations that the Army is deliberately going slow in handling such cases. 

According to statistics, 34 officers, five junior commissioned officers and 50 personnel of other ranks have been punished for various human rights violation-related offences. 

The sources said that though 1,460 complaints of human rights violations were registered against the armed forces, only 33 were found to be true. 

There have been cases of human rights violations, admitted the source, adding that these were aberrations. 

The guilty army personnel have been punished, said the source and cited the example of Major Rehman, who was dismissed from service after being found responsible for violating the army code of conduct in the Handwara molestation case two years ago. 
· DROP IN INFILTRATION: JAISWAL 

Aug 29: Contrary to a Home Ministry status paper claiming rise in infiltration from across the Line of Control (LoC) since April, the Rajya Sabha was informed on August 29 that the infiltration had, in fact, come down in 2007 as compared to the last two years.

There were altogether 351 incidents of infiltration up to July this year as compared to 372 in 2006 and 363 in 2005. In July, 95 instances of infiltration were recorded as against 127 during the same month in 2006 and 175 in 2005.

Disclosing this in a written reply, Minister of State for Home Sriprakash Jaiswal said the Centre has adopted, in tandem with the state government, a multi-pronged approach to contain cross-border infiltration in Jammu and Kashmir.

KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF AUGUST 2007
	DATE 
	TROOPERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	Aug01 
	1
	6
	-
	-

	Aug02
	1
	1
	-
	-

	Aug03
	-
	2
	1
	-

	Aug04
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Aug05
	3
	2
	-
	-

	Aug06
	-
	2
	1
	1 dead body recovered 

	Aug07
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug08
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Aug09
	1
	4
	-
	-

	Aug10
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Aug11
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Aug12
	1
	2
	-
	-

	Aug13
	1
	1
	3
	-

	Aug14
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Aug15
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug16
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Aug17
	2
	-
	3
	-

	Aug18
	4
	-
	-
	-

	Aug19
	-
	2
	1
	-

	Aug20
	-
	3
	-
	-

	Aug21
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug22
	-
	-
	2
	-

	Aug23
	1
	2
	1
	1 NC activist 

	Aug24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug25
	-
	2
	1
	1 dead body of a disappeared recovered 

	Aug26
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Aug27
	2
	3
	-
	-

	Aug28
	-
	5
	2
	-

	Aug29
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Aug30
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Aug31
	-
	-
	1
	1 Retd. SP 

	Total
	19
	46
	16
	4

	                                                      Total 
	85


 

	Date
	CUSTODIAL KILLINGS / EJE
	WOMEN KILLED 
	CHILDREN KILLED 
	ALLEGED DISAPPEARANCES 

	Aug 03
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Aug 13
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Total
	0
	1
	1
	0


CHRONOLOGY OF VIOLENT INCIDENTS IN THE MONTH OF AUGUST

	Aug01
	Army claimed that it had killed four LeT militants while they were infiltrating in this part of Kashmir in the encounter one army soldier was also killed. In another encounter Javed Ahmed, a Hizbul Mujahideen militant was killed with policemen and troops in Jammu’s Doda district and one more militant who identity was not ascertained was killed in an encounter with troops in Sopore, Baramulla.  

	Aug02
	Army claimed that it had killed two militants who were infiltrating in this part of Kashmir in Poonch sector while a CRPF personnel committed suicide in Karanagar, Srinagar camp. 

	Aug03
	Two unidentified militants were killed by forces at Hawai Saloti in an encounter while a non-Kashmiri woman succumbed to her injuries she received in an explosion at Chursoo, Awantipora. 

	Aug04
	A Special Police Officer (SPO) ends his life by committing suicide in Pulwama police station. 

	Aug05
	Police claimed one militant was killed by troops and police in an encounter in frontier district of Kupwara while another militant   was killed in an encounter at Ananatnag district. Two SPO were killed in an encounter with militants in Doda and a trooper was killed in an encounter elsewhere. In Akhnoor sector an army personnel shot himself dead with his service rifle. 

	Aug06
	Two LeT militants were killed in an encounter with troops in Doda district and a civilian killed in cross fire while throat slit dead body of Nazir Ahmad Jager of Hayen Tral was recovered from Nagberan, Behak Tral. The deceased was kidnapped by unknown gunmen a week ago. 

	Aug07
	No incident of killing reported from any part of the state. 

	Aug08
	Lashkar-e-Toiba Operations commander Taib alias Abu Talah was killed in a gunfight with security personnel at Hanjipora in Kupwara district.

	Aug09 
	Police claimed in an encounter between militants and troops at Tral two HM militants identified as Ali Muhammad Bhat alias Asif s/o Ghulam Muhammad Bhat of Charsoo Awantipora and Bashir Ahmed Khan s/o Muhammad Jabbar of Pastuna were killed. In another encounter HM cadre identified as Muhammad Shafi alias Shahbaaz died and in Doda encounter one more militant Sabzar Ahmed Malik alias Muzammil, a battalion Commander of the Hizbul Mujahideen was killed. Meanwhile, Devinder Singh of 152 Territorial Army fired upon himself with his service weapon in an Army camp at Tapper Bala Pattan. He was rushed to a hospital where doctors declared him brought dead.

	Aug10
	A militant was killed and two soldiers injured when militants ambushed a patrolling party of troop in north Kashmir near Kuligam Lolab, 
Kupwara. 

	Aug11
	Police claimed it killed a commander of Jaish-e-Muhammad; Saifullah Kari in Jammu city suburbs and in another encounter an unidentified militant was killed by troops and police jointly in Kupwara district.

	Aug12
	District Commander of Harkat-ul-Mujahideen Abu Shaheen Afghani was killed in an encounter with troops in Sopore, Baramulla and militant belonging to LeT outfit was killed in encounter with troops in Zainapora area of Pulwama while suspected militants, gunned down a Special Police Officer (SPO) in mountainous Kishtwar district.

	Aug13
	Three civilians identified as Yawar Rafiq 17, S/O Mohammed Rafiq, of Bandipora, a non-Kashmiri Shamlal, son of Hari Chand of Rajasthan and Ghulam Mohammed Lone son of Ghulam Hassan of Bandipora were killed in a grenade explosion hurled by unknown person in Bandipora, Baramulla. Police claimed to have killed a militant of HM at Damhal, Hanjipora, Baramulla and a trooper ends his life by shooting himself dead in Doda district of Jammu provision. 

	Aug14
	Two HM militants identified as Latief Ahmad Khan alias Saifullah s/o Mir Hassan of Dardpora, Arin Bandipora and Ghulam Mohammad Khan s/o Abdullah Khan of Shumthan Dardpora Arin, Bandipora were killed with troops in an encounter in Mavan, Bandipora, Baramulla 

	Aug15
	No incident of killing reported from any part of the state in violence related incident. 

	Aug16
	A soldier was killed when a patrol party of another military battalion opened fire in north Kashmir.

	Aug17
	Two CRPF personnel of 130 BN were killed when their vehicle ran over an IED in Panjgam Sangam in South Kashmir while Unidentified gunmen shot dead a father-son duo at Malqueama Gujjar Basti Chak-e-Arsili Khan Bandipore another civilian identified as Mohd Rashid son of Jamaal Din R/o Hubi, Koteranka was killed by gunmen in Rajouri area of Jammu province. 

	Aug18
	Three CRPF personnel who received injuries in an IED explosion on Aug 17 Awantipora succumbed to their injuries in the hospital and an army soldier died while defusing a shell in Kundroo. 

	Aug19
	One unidentified militant was killed in an encounter in north Kashmir’s Kupwara district another militant owing allegiance with HM identified as, Fayaz Ahmad Das alias Zubair was killed in an encounter with troops in Ananatnag district. Unidentified gunmen shot at close range Zahoor Ahmad Mir, 32, son of Sarpanch Ghulam Qadir at Hurpora Shopian. He was rushed to Srinagar hospital in serious condition and later he succumbed to his injuries.

	Aug20
	Two militants of LeT identified as Abdul Hai Rather alias Sad Bhai alias Khubad of Aliyal Pora Shopian and Shiraz Ahmed of Tulran Imam Sahib were killed in an encounter with SOG personnel and troops in Shopian.

	Aug21
	No incident of killing reported in violence related incident. 

	Aug22
	Police spokesman said that unidentified gunmen barged into the house of Ghulam Muhammad s/o Khusum Gujjar of Sasrwar Bhagwan in Jammu’s Doda district and killed him and unidentified gunmen barged into the house of Muhammad Sharief s/o Ghulam Hussain at Darba in Jammu’s Poonch district and after dragging him out slit open his throat.

	Aug23
	Two unidentified militants were was killed in a gunfight with troops in frontier district of Kupwara and unidentified gunmen shot dead an NC activist in Kupwara. Brother of a released militant identified as Abdul Majid Gujri son of Ghulam Ahmed Gujri was killed by unknown gunmen at Batpora Handwara. A policeman was killed at Sajoote village of Surnkote Tehsil of Border district Poonch, while a Gujjar was shot dead at a far off Bahgwa village in hill locked district of Doda

	Aug24
	No incident of violence related incident reported. 

	Aug25
	Two unidentified militants were killed in an encounter with troops at Wani Doorusa in Kupwara while a driver Abdul Qayoom Lone s/o Haji Abdul Samad Lone of Watlab, Sopore was shot dead by the personnel of CRPF near Lalab Sahib, Sopore Bandipora road after a heated argument and Police recovered the beheaded and highly decomposed body of Engineer Nayeem Gul from Hardshiva Sopore. The deceased engineer was running a computer shop in Srinagar and had gone missing from September 4, 2006. 

	Aug26
	One HM militant in an encounter with troops in Sumber area in Gool tehsil of Udhampur district of Jammu provision. 

	Aug27
	Three unidentified militants whom police claim were of foreign origin were killed in an encounter with troops at Dorswani Khangar in Lolab, Kupwara. While a CRPF personnel shoots him self dead at State Motor Garages in Bemina where he was posted and an army jawan was killed in an accidental grenade explosion at Nangi Tikri are of line of Control in Rajouri. 

	Aug28
	Five militants were killed while they were trying to infiltrate to this part of Kashmir from Sona Pindi Gali in Machil sector of district Kupwara army claimed. While two dead bodies were recovered from Noorabad Kulagam and Pulwama. The slain were identified as Ghulam Hassan Pamela, a labourer s/o Mir Hassan Pamela of Gujjar Basti and a teacher Mohammad Yousuf Kallas, 25 s/o Sharief-ud-Din of Nasarpora Keller.    

	Aug29
	One unidentified A militant was killed in an encounter with security forces at Kanigur Nar in Kupwara district. 

	Aug30
	One JeM militant identifying as Ali Raja of Pakistan in a joint operation by police and army in Kupwara district

	Aug31
	Suspected militants shot dead a retired SP of state police identified as Muhammad Amin Khan son of Ghulam Mohuidin Khan of Babagund Pattan in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district and bullet-riddled body of Muhammad Ismail Chechi son of Abdul Gani Chechi bearing torture marks was recovered from Satrina Kangan – Ganderbal. 






Defense sources said thousands of bombs, rockets and other explosives were destroyed in the fire. The loss would be in millions of rupees as it was the main ammunition depot in the state, supplying different depots in the forward areas, including Uri, Kargil, Leh, Karnah, Keran and other locations.





The condition of the displaced people in the camps installed by the district administration and local administration is unsatisfactory. People were complaining about lack of many facilities in the camps. They also held demonstrations at several places. As per reports, people living in danger zones, who clandestinely make short visits to their homes during day time, have complained that property worth lakhs of rupees including gold, cash and other valuables has been missing from the houses after they fled from their homes due to ammunition depot fire incident.





A famous radio broadcaster Ramesh Amberdar was successful in evacuating his parents and uncle from Sambran, the worst affected village that is only 100 yards away from the ammunition depot. They were trapped in one corner of their house (that has been partially destroyed due to fire which erupted after a shell hit it). "More than 800 houses have been razed to ground in villages like Sambra, Pahloo, Khundru, Nowgam and Kothare. After every step, heaps of corpses of domestic animals can be seen. Death and destruction is naked in the area," said Ambardar.








Officials fear the loss might run into crores of rupees as orchards, paddy and maize fields in the villages of Khundru, Pahlu, Sumbran, Nawgam Shangus, Chatrigul, Truhub, and Achabal had been the worst affected by the blasts.








WOMEN / CHILDREN KILLED


Aug 3: Manju Devi, a resident of Bihar, who was injured in a blast at Chursoo, Awantipora, on July 30, died in the hospital. Two of her sons were also killed.  


Aug 13: Yawar Rafiq, 17, son of Mohammed Rafiq, resident of Bandipora died in a grenade explosion lobbed by unknown person near Nowpora Chowk in Bandipora, Baramulla. 
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