Editorial
DO WE WANT TO REMEMBER OR FORGET?

The Gwangju massacre in South Korea took place on the 18th of May following the pro-democracy demonstrations by students.  207 civilians officially were killed while hundreds suffered substantial injuries.  Since the massacre May 18th has been observed as a National Day.  The people of Gwangju laid a memorial at the site of the massacre which eight years later was taken over by the Government after the 1988 regime change.  There is a cemetery, memorial monument, library and shining altar for the victims – the site has become a national monument for the people of Gwanwju.

During the Second World War, in a village called Lidice in the former Czechoslovakia, German soldiers killed more than 250 men after segregating them from women and children.  A large monument was raised shortly after the war in which the photographs of the people killed are displayed alongside a detailed history of the massacre.

Other countries have also established monuments in order to remember massacres, not only the many Holocaust memorials commemorating the Jews, but also in Asian countries where the civil society has raised similar monuments. In Thailand a large monument is in the process of being raised by the government to commemorate approximately 200 disappeared persons.  In Sri Lanka, memorials have also been built in memory of those killed or disappeared.  

In India, in addition to the memorial erected on the spot of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, in what is a welcome trend, the government and civil society are constructing memorials to the victims of other catastrophes like the Bhopal Gas disaster and the Kargil War.  

In the state of Jammu and Kashmir there is a cemetery dedicated to the martyr’s of July 13, 1931 who laid down their lives under the Dogra regime. The army has raised memorials for soldiers killed in the 1947 war in both the Baramulla and Uri areas. Along the national highway from Srinagar to Uri, which stretches nearly 170 kilometers, there are eight memorials raised by the army in the memory of fallen soldiers.

On August 9th, 1953, according to official estimates, between 1300 and 1500 people were killed when Sheikh Abdullah, the erstwhile Prime Minister of Kashmir, was undemocratically ousted by the Indian government for his protests directed at the state. Any discussion of a memorial aside, the names of these individuals is not even known – no research has ever been conducted to ascertain their identity. The sad irony is that the National Conference used to commemorate August 9th as a ‘Black Day’ prior to coming into power, but has since forgotten to honor the memories of these victims. The civil society of Kashmir has also ignored these victims.

Since the start of the conflict in 1989 the only memorial that was successfully built was through the family efforts of slain human rights defender H.N. Wanchoo near his home on a school premises. At the time of the monument’s inauguration hundreds of people lively participated and even demanded that the name of Jawahar Nagar be changed to Wanchoo Nagar.  For a few years after human rights activists visited his memorial to lay the wreath on December 6th, but now nobody observes it. A plaque honoring the memory of a slain journalist, Mushtaq Ahmad, was also placed by journalist community in the Press Enclave. While there is a Martyr’s graveyard in Srinagar, there is no record of the identities of the people buried there. There is a need for documenting the names of these martyr’s so their memories may be properly honored.

The APDP laid the foundation stone for a memorial for disappeared persons at Eid Gah in the year 2001 that was demolished by the state. A case was filed with the police against the office bearers of the APDP for trespassing on state land (in reality, the land wasn’t owned by the state, but was part of the Muslim Endowment Trust). The monument was re-laid in 2004. One of the interesting aspects of the monument was that when the APDP once called a meeting of civil society groups for fundraising, a key issue raised in the meeting was whether the monument was Islamic or un-Islamic. Nevertheless, the model presented before them was not figurative.  Though the foundation stone has been laid, when the construction of the memorial will be realized is uncertain.

Since the start of the conflict in Kashmir although four major massacres have taken place (Bijbehara, Gowkadal, Chotta Bazaar, Maulvi Farooq’s procession), no effort has been made to cement the memory of these victims by laying a commemorative plaque at the locations of the massacres. We feel that it is the duty of the civil society to learn the lessons and be inspired from other countries and communities and begin to honor the memory of those lost by laying permanent monuments. If we’re serious about the future and want to prevent the re-occurrence of these tragedies, we must not forget the past. After all, it is those who forget the past that are condemned to repeat it in the future.

UNIDENTIFIED GUNMEN STRIKE AGAIN

In the chill of the winter night, terror struck the vale of Pulwama district, which is approximately 45 kilometers away from Srinagar.  On 30th December 2005, in Pulwama district of South Kashmir, some unidentified gunmen wearing army uniform barged into the house of Mukhtar Ahmad Wani, 35, son of late Mohammad Ramzan Wani of Drabgam Pulwama and shot him dead. One more person was injured in the gunfire. 


Abdul Razaq Wani, brother of Mukhtar Ahmad while talking to The Informative Missive said, “On 30th December, there was a knock at our door at about 9:30 pm. We were sleeping and did not open the door promptly. On hearing the clatter of window glasses, we moved out and found three to four armed persons in army uniform. They asked my elder son about the number of family members. They (gunmen) ordered us to assemble in a single room. We all gathered in our kitchen”.


Razaq further said, ”The armed men told Mukhtar to accompany them as they were going to conduct a search operation. Since Mukhtar was suffering from skin allergy, I told them that I will accompany them instead of Mukhtar, but they disagreed. When I was struggling with the gunmen in the kitchen where we had been asked to assemble, one of the gunmen opened fire indiscriminately. In the shoot out, Mukhtar received several bullets on his chest and both legs. Before others would have fallen to their bullets, I clutched the gun from the gunmen and in doing so some more bullets went off due to which our driver was also wounded. The gunmen also abused and thrashed the family members. After that, they fled the spot. The injured Mukhtar Ahmad and driver were moved to the district hospital, Pulwama, where from Mukhtar Ahmad was shifted to the Sher-e- Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS), Srinagar. As his condition was very critical, Mukhtar succumbed to his injuries on way to the hospital”.

Muneera, slain Mukhtar’s wife told The Informative Missive “Six months before, my husband received a phone call from his friend who is Station House Officer (SHO) of the police station Rajpora, Pulwama. He informed my husband that the army is about to arrest him and called my husband to come to the police station. My husband went to the police station and remained there for 2 days. Meanwhile, during those two days; the army arrested one of our neighbors instead of my husband. Thus, my husband was saved at that time by his police friend, SHO, Rajpora, Pulwama. Two days before the incident, my husband received another phone call in the evening. This time, SHO asked my husband, “Are you at home? In reply my husband asked him, why is he asking such questions?  SHO told him to come to the police station. Next day, he went to the police station and met him. The SHO told him that there are some militants who are about to kill you and told him to be cautious”.

She further added, “one hour before the incident, my husband received another phone call from the same SHO and he reiterated the same words “someone wants to kill you”. After an hour of the phone call, the killers barged into our house and shot dead my husband. The pitiless gunmen killed him. I have two minor children. We are innocent and ignorant people. I want that my husband’s killer should be punished and I will fight for it till my last breath”.
HIZB COMMANDER KILLED IN AN ALLEGED FAKE ENCOUNTER

Ashiq Ahmad Peer (28), alias Ashiq Hussain son of Abdul Rashid Peer resident of Chokulla, Baramulla (55 kilometers away from Srinagar) was allegedly killed in fake encounter by the troops. However, the villagers and family members contend that he was killed in custody after his arrest from the Narbal area of district Srinagar. 

While talking to The Informative Missive, Mohammad Aarif Peer (A college student), brother of slain Ashiq narrated the tale expressing anguish over his brothers death in custody, “On 1st March 2006, we received a phone call from some anonymous person at about 6pm. The person informed us about Ashiq’s arrest at Narbal, Srinagar and directed us to highlight his arrest through the media. It was late and we couldn’t access the media to inform them about Ashiq’s arrest. After few hours, we received another phone call, this time from my sister’s friend in Baramulla. She told us that Ashiq has been killed. She had received the information from her uncle who is a police officer. My elder brother, Muneer Ahmad Peer, a police constable contacted many high ups in the police to ascertain the whereabouts of Ashiq, but nothing came up”, said Aarif. 


 “Next day, in the morning we rushed to Narbal, Srinagar where from Ashiq was arrested. We talked to the shopkeepers who had witnessed the arrest of my brother. The shopkeepers told that Ashiq and a lady wearing a Hijab were standing on the road and were talking to each other for half an hour. The veiled woman was agitated and was behaving eccentrically. Then, Ashiq went aside to receive a phone call. Meanwhile, the lady made a phone call to someone and after a few moments, an auto rickshaw came to the spot. Some armed men in civil suits came out of the auto rickshaw and bundled Ashiq into it and left the spot. The lady left the place after the incident”, added Aarif while lamenting over the killing of his brother.

Aarif further said, “On 2nd March at around 10:00am, we came to know from the police that my brothers dead body is in Dangiwacha police station, Sopore. We then rushed to police station Dangiwacha to receive the dead body. We requested police to provide us the vehicle to carry the dead body, however the police denied and then we hired a private vehicle to carry the dead body. At around 11:45 am, the villagers took the dead body, which bore several torture marks and kept that on the main road Chokulla, Baramulla and protested against the ruthless killing in custody. As soon as, the villagers began to protest, a large number of police personnel headed by the Superintendent of Police Baramulla Junaid descended on the village. The police thrashed the villagers and severely injured many protesters, especially woman”. 


Misra (45), mother of Slain Ashiq wails over the killing of her son and said, “My son was associated the militancy from the last nine years and never visited his home after joining the militant ranks. But, on arresting him, why was he killed? He should have been punished and given imprisonment instead he was brutally killed.


Misra adds, “My son was tortured to death cruelly. His eyes were pulled out and a hot iron was rolled over his chest. Bullet marks were visible over his body and his fingers and hands were broken. I can never forget the brutality inflicted on my son”.
 
However, the forces of the 55 Battalion, Border Security Force (BSF) camped in Sopore area of Baramulla district claimed that Ashiq was a self styled District Commander of Hizbul Mujahideen and was killed in an encounter with the BSF at Hadipora, Rafiabad, Baramulla. BSF claimed that some ammunition was recovered from his possession.

9th CLASS STUDENT MYSTERIOUSLY DISAPPEARED

On 4th March 2005, Muzaffar Ahmad Lone (15), left his home for the market to do some shopping, since then he hasn’t returned. Muzaffar son of Nazir Ahmad, resident of Akhal village in Kulgam (80 kilometers away from Srinagar) was a 9th class student in Hanfia Institute, Achabal.

 While talking to The Informative Missive Muzaffar’s father, Nazir narrates the tale of his agony,” In the evening, my younger son Mubashir told me that Muzaffar had left the house in the afternoon and hasn’t returned yet. I looked for the money that I had kept in the box. The money was missing. Muzaffar had taken the sum of Rupees four thousand from the box. Next day, I also filed a missing report in the police station, Achabal”.

 “On 9th March, I was approached by my neighbours who had seen Muzaffar in Qazigund area of Anantnag with another local boy- Majaaz Ahmad Parray. I met Majaaz and asked him about my son, but Majaaz denied that he was with Muzaffar. However, Nazir Ahmed Dar, a bus driver told me that he had carried both, Muzaffar and Majaz in his vehicle from Qazigund to Jammu.The police then arrested Majaaz and interrogated him to reveal the whereabouts of Muzaffar. On interrogation, he confessed that they were at Jammu and later came back. He further told that Muzaffar would return to his home on 12th March. We, then waited till 12th March, but Muzaffar did not turned up. I again started to search my son”, said Nazir, disappeared Muzaffar’s father. 


On 5th December 2005, a person Mushtaq Ahmad told Nazir that he received a phone call from my disappeared son, Muzaffar. One of the Mushtaq’s relative has also disappeared under mysterious circumstances. Mushtaq told Nazir that his relative had told him during the telephonic conversation that he was with another boy Muzaffar and they both are together staying outside Kashmir, however he did not disclosed the address.

Nazir said, “I took the phone number from Mushtaq Ahmad. 09219774018 was the phone number. I called on the same phone number and talked to my son Muzaffar, but he did not divulge anything about his location. My wife and I talked to Muzaffar thrice on the same phone number, but the location was not disclosed to us. In January 2006, Muzaffar’s mother called him and asked him about his location, however Muzaffar wept and told her mother that he would call back in the evening at 7:00, but he did not called. I again called on the number but the number was answering switched off. For the next few days the number remained switched off and then I called on the other numbers which had the same figures as that were of Muzaffar’s phone number except the last digit. Muzaffar’s phone number was 09219774018; I called up the 09219774019 number. The new number was belonging to a person who was residing at Muzaffar Nagar, Uttar Pradesh. The receiver of the call told that he had purchased the sim card from a Tata Indicom counter, situated at Prakash Chowk near railway station, Muzaffar Nagar. On 12th February 2006, I went to Muzaffar Nagar and it was confirmed by the Tata Indicom head office in Meerut that the number belonged to one Satish Singh of Agra.”


“I went to Agra on 22nd February 2006 and met Senior Superintendent Police (SSP), there. The SSP directed me to meet to DIG (Deputy Inspector General), Agra and after meeting DIG; he again directed me to meet SP city (Agra) Gulab Singh. The SP city issued orders of arrest against Satish Singh and finally the Agra police arrested Satish Singh. Gulab Singh told me that I should take Satish to Kashmir”, adds Nazir.


“Then, on 28th February 2006, I made a telephonic call to SSP Anantnag, Ashiq Bukhari and told him to lodge an FIR against Satish Singh, so that he could be brought to Kashmir for enquiry. SSP in return told me to find out Muzaffar first and then the FIR would be lodged against the guilty person”, said Nazir.

 
“Most of the police authorities act docile in taking action against the culprits who cause such disappearances. Finally, on the directions of the DIG Anantnag, Ovais Shiekh, the SHO (Station House Officer) Achabal lodged an FIR against Satish Singh. The police also lodged an FIR vide number; 32/06, dated 28/03/06 under section 365 RPC against Majaaz, with whom Muzaffar had gone to Jammu. But, till date nothing has happened, nobody has been arrested and no action has been taken”, laments Nazir. 

2 KASHMIRIS KILLED IN GUJARAT FAKE ENCOUNTER

POLICE, FAMILIES SAY THEY WEREN’T MILITANTS

Srinagar, March 18: Jammu and Kashmir Police and families of the two Kashmiri youth killed in Gujarat on 17th March have denied their involvement in militancy as claimed by the Gujarat police.   Inspector General of Police (IGP) Kashmir, K. Rajendra Kumar said the two youth killed in the “encounter” in Gujarat had no records of their involvement in militancy. He has directed Senior Superintendent Police (SSP) Pulwama to probe if the duo, residents of Shopian area, were involved in militancy. 

The deceased have been identified as Muhammad Ayub Bhat son of Abdul Aziz of Imam Sahib Shopian and 18-year-old Mudasir Ahmed Rather son of Ghulam Ahmed of Halu Sopur, Shopian. Gujarat police claimed that the two persons killed in the Gujarat encounter were Pakistani militants. They identified one of them as Imran Ahmed Bhatti alias Subhan of Sialkot in Punjab province and said the militant was active in the Valley but had fled from the state along with a Pakistani colleague.

 Ayub’s family said that Ayub had gone to Mumbai in December last year to collect some money from a fruit dealer. His family says Ayub spoke to them the last time on December 11 stating that he had got 80 thousand rupees from the dealer. The family blames that he might have been arrested a few days after the call. They claimed that he was killed in a fake encounter adding the money was snatched from him. 
Ayub’s family also alleged that on December 23 army had come to his residence looking for him and threatened them of dire consequences if he didn’t return home within 2 or three days.

Mudasir’s family while lamenting the Gujarat police claims that he was a militant killed in an encounter said that Ratnipora boy was missing since May 2005 and a report of his sudden disappearance was registered with police. His family said the 12th standard student was killed in custody as his body bore visible marks of torture. Mudasir’s backbone was damaged, his family said. 

LAND MINE KILLS TWO IN BANDIPORA

On 7th November 2005, two persons were killed and two others were injured when a land mine exploded in the jungle area of Qoyal Mukam, Bandipora (68 kilometers away from Srinagar), in north Kashmir, district Baramulla. The deceased were identified as Abdul Majeed Khan (33) son of Ghulam Ali and his brother in-law, Irshad Ahmad Kisana (18) son of Muhammad Yaqoob. Whereas, Muhammad Yousuf Khan (35) (Junjua) son of Tul Khan and Manzoor Ahmad Khan (25) son of Raja Khan were injured in the explosion. Both, the killed and the injured persons were residents of Qoyal Muqam, Bandipora. Qoyal Mukam is a village located on the edge of the mountains of Bandipora. The village is famous for Baja Sahab shrine. Baja Sahab was a Gujjar patron saint. Ever year, the villagers celebrate a seven days long ceremony in the shrine and thousands of Gujjar as well as the people from different parts of Jammu & Kashmir throng to the shrine and pay their obeisance. The Informative Missive visited the area and enquired about the incident. 


Muhammad Sidiq, younger brother of slain Abdul Majeed while talking to The Informative Missive said, “On 7th November, Majeed left home in the morning and went to the jungle to collect firewood. He was accompanied by his brother in-law, Irshad Ahmad Kisana, who was a student of 9th class, studying in government high school, Qoyal Mukam. Few of the locals also went with them to collect the firewood. Around 5pm, on their way back to the village, they accidentally stepped on a landmine at Dulva top, a place in the jungle area. The land mine exploded and killed Majeed and Irshad on the spot. The locals who were walking besides my brother rushed towards the village and informed us that some persons have been injured in a mine blast. We rushed towards the jungle. On reaching the spot, I found the dead bodies of Majeed and Irshad in a pool of blood.”


He adds while talking to The Informative Missive, “I informed the hospital and the police station, Bandipora about the incident. The injured persons were rushed to the Bandipora hospital for the medical treatment. The police visited the area and lodged an FIR relating to the incident”.


“My brother was the sole breadwinner for his family. He was the caretaker of the mosque at Alosa Gath village and he had seven members in his family including four daughters namely Razia (15), Mumtaz (11), Rukaya (9), Sumaira (3months) and two sons; Riyaz (13), Yasir (7) and wife Zareena. The bereaved family has no source of income”, said Sidiq.

“What will happen to my children without their father? I am worried about their future”, laments Zareena, Yaqoob’s widow.
MEETING OF ASSOCIATION OF PARENTS OF DISAPPEARED PERSONS IN HANDWARA

On 31st March 2006, a meeting of APDP (Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons) was convened at Wodhpora, Handwara of district Kupwara, in north Kashmir (70 kilometers away from Srinagar). APDP Patron - Advocate Parvez Imroz and APDP President - Ms. Parveena Ahanger organized the meeting. The meeting was organized with an intention to explore the ways and means for redressing the problems of the victims of disappearances in Kashmir. APDP is an Association of those parents, whose sons are missing since 1989. The association was founded in 1994, by a human rights defender and a mother of missing son whose habeas corpus petition to produce him, was the first to be filed. It is an Association of the relatives of the victims of enforced disappearances, campaigning cooperatively for the justice and is endeavoring to know the whereabouts of their missing family members.  

The parents of the disappeared persons congregated at the meeting in Wodhpora, Handwara and deliberated upon the measures to be taken against the enforced disappearances committed since the beginning of the armed conflict. The government of India is concealing the issue of disappearances of Kashmiri youth in their ongoing peace process with Pakistan. Thousands of the persons got disappeared since 1989, but this matter was never brought to any consideration.

Some of the members of the APDP remarked that the Government of India is organizing so many conferences and meetings regularly with the leaders and other groups of Jammu and Kashmir, but the issue of disappearances of youth in Kashmir has never been considered in any conference. The Association also pondered that all the parents of the disappeared persons should unite and put forward their grievances in the conferences which are likely to be summoned by the government of India, so that the matter of the disappearances of their dear ones would be brought to the table in the so called peace process.


APDP Patron - Advocate Parvez Imroz directed the Association (APDP) to take active part in fighting for the justice. He also discussed with members that APDP should be systemized. The Association then, decided that there would be two elected representatives in every block of a district. The elected representatives would organize block level gatherings of parents of disappeared persons every year on 25th March. The gatherings would be held at the houses of the representatives in their respective villages. All the parents of disappeared persons would attend the gathering, so that they could evaluate the role of the government relating to the disappearances of Kashmiri youth.


Usually, APDP holds gathering of the parents of disappeared persons every year on 25th march since 2004. The gathering is being hold to highlight the matter of disappearances. Now, the gatherings of the parents of disappeared persons has been scheduled to be held block wise in all the districts because all the parents were not accessible to attend the gathering at Srinagar due to financial constraints. Now, they can hold the gathering at their villages.

APDP RESUMES ITS MONTHLY SIT IN AFTER 10 MONTHS.

On 25th March 2006, APDP resumed its monthly activity in which the members of the APDP register their protest against the enforced or involuntary disappearances of the people of Jammu and Kashmir. The monthly activity was discontinued last year in April 2005, when unidentified persons attacked Parvez Imroz, the APDP patron. 

Ashiq Hussain, a contractor by profession and a volunteer of Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) said while discussing at the meeting that he was accused of being an upper ground worker for militants. On 24th July 2005, a patrol party of 6-Rashtriya Rifles (RR) killed three children at a wedding party. The deceased were identified as Bilal Ahmad Sheikh (14), Shabir Ahmad Shah (16) and Waseem Ahmad wani (11). In the firing, one of the youth, Manzoor Ahmad (14) got injured in the incident. All the villagers in the vicinity erupted in rage and started to demonstrate against the act. Ashiq was leading a group of the protesters in the area. Fifteen of the most active protesters and the fathers of the deceased children were taken to the army camp where they were offered 11 Lac rupees in compensation (3 lacs for each dead and two lac for injured). The families and the protesters rejected the offer and claimed that they only wanted justice, yet the family didn’t accept the ex-gratia relief of 1 lac rupees given to them by the Government under SRO-43. After tempting, the army then took a written statement on an affidavit from Manzoor Ahmad who was injured in the shootout of the army. The affidavit states that the children have been killed for their own mistake. Injured Manzoor has stated that we were asked to stop by the army but we denied and that led to the firing and death of children. This statement created trouble for many people. 

After few months of the incident, police filed cases against 52 active protesters including JKCCS volunteer Ashiq Hussain. These protesters are those who resisted to compromise with the army. The police indicted these persons erroneously under following charges; attacking army and police, attacking ministers and attacking other government officers in the area. Due to the enmity against protests, the police and army jointly made spurious charge sheets against these persons. Now, the Police and other forces are about to book these persons under PSA. Some of the persons are accused of being upper ground workers of the militants, whereas these persons have never been involved in any bad deed. The security agencies have kept some persons under scrutiny.

   SOODAN RELEASED AFTER FOUR MONTHS

JKCCS HAD ISSUED A FORMAL APPEAL FOR HIS RELEASE 

Harmeet Soodan (32), the Canadian aid worker of Kashmiri origin, who was in captivity of an Iraqi insurgent group for the past four months, was rescued on March 23rd along with his two other colleagues from a north Baghdad hideout. The news of his recovery sparked joy in the Valley with people welcoming the development. An appeal for his release had also gone from Kashmir and Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) were the first to issue a formal appeal for Soodan’s release from his captors on December 30th, 2005.

In December 2005, Soodan’s family members in Canada first contacted the JKCCS and apprised JKCCS about Soodan’s abduction and his Kashmiri origin. However, when JKCCS started campaigning in Kashmir for Soodan’s release, his relatives in Kashmir turned hostile and were reluctant in disclosing details to the representatives of JKCCS.  After some time, it was disclosed by the family members of Soodan that Canadian authorities had directed the relatives of Soodan to remain low profile while giving statements and maintain a distance form civil society groups and media organizations. The Canadian authorities wanted the family to remain quite on the matter, for reasons best known to them.

Concern in Kashmir for Soodan’s safety had deepened after an American member of the hostages Tom Fox was killed by his captors on March 10 and his body dumped near a railway line in Baghdad.

“How can I describe how I feel now? For us, a four month – long torment is over,” Soodan’s Grandfather Bhagwan Singh said from Baramulla, Kashmir. 

 Soodan was a part of a four-member group of Christian Peacemaker Teams who were engaged in relief work in Iraq until they were abducted on November 26 by a little known Iraqi insurgent group—Swords of Righteousness. The group had accused them to be ‘‘spies working for the occupying forces’’ under the guise of a Christian aid group. 

 
Before going to Iraq, Soodan has carried out humanitarian work in West Bank and Jenin between December 2004 and January 2005 as part of an effort led by the International Solidarity Movement. An appeal for his release had also gone from Palestine. 

 
Hailing from Baramulla township of Kashmir, Soodan has maintained a close contact with his homeland. His parents left Kashmir for Canada in early 60s and set up a business there. But his grandparents still live at Kanli Bagh in Baramulla town. He visited the Valley in July 2004 and 2002. In fact, in his last email to the JKCCS, he had wished to visit Kashmir in 2006. ‘‘When I imagine Kashmir, I remember a family that was decimated in 1947; a family, which was torn asunder by the policies of regional powers, a greater part resigned to refugee camps or scattered throughout the world,’’ he wrote to JKCCS in a mail last year.

MOLESTATION BY ARMY CONTINUES UNABATED

Srinagar, March 4: Residents of dozens of villages protested against the security forces in Tangmarg following an attempt by an army Major to molest a teenage girl. 

Local people said that the personnel of 52 Rashtriya Rifles (RR), who are deployed at Trakpora camp in Tangmarg, appeared around 7:00 pm in Tantraypora village and entered into the house of Abdul Gani Joo son of Ghulam Rasool who was not present in the house at that time. Projecting himself as Major Pervez, the army officer started molesting his daughter, Mehmooda Bano. 

The locals alleged that he dragged the girl out of the house due which she lost her consciousness. In the meanwhile, the neighbours came to know about the incident and they rushed towards the house and attacked the Major and his men with "Kangris" (firepots). The security forces fired bullets in air to escape from the wrath of people. 
Soon after this incident, hundreds of people including the people from adjacent villages gathered and started shouting slogans against the incident in particular and the security forces in general. They also raised slogans against the government. 

Local people said that despite the tall claims of the government, the security forces continue to enjoy a free hand and they do whatever they want. They said that the harassment of womenfolk at the hands of security forces is yet to come to an end despite the claims of government and security officials. 

The Sub-Divisional Police Officer (SDPO), Tangmarg, who had visited the spot late last night following protests of the villagers, has assured the protestors that investigation will be carried out regarding the incident. However, the residents staged a sit down strike on Saturday morning and protested against the security forces throughout the day. They demanded that the erring officer and those who were accompanying him should be taken to task. Hurriyat leader and the chairman of National Front, Nayeem Ahmad Khan, who was also protesting in Tangmarg against the incident, termed the incident as a "barbaric act" and alleged that the security forces have made the life of women folk in villages miserable. 

Army spokesman, Colonel Juneja said that the search operation was a routine one and no woman was molested during the operation. He further said that security forces have been warned against putting the people especially women to any sort of harassment.

OFFICIAL STATEMENT ON KILLINGS

Jammu, March 1: Following a graphic presentation about the security situation in Jammu and Kashmir, Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad discussed the contours of the new initiative that he asserted would help a great deal in reducing the frequency of human rights violations in the state.

He further said that we have lost 3494 jawans apart from 1200 para-troopers and 15894 civilians. The total goes over 20000. During different inquiries 60 policemen, 79 BSF soldiers and 134 army jawans were taken to task. Two jawans are serving life term for the wrong deeds, they were found to be involved in during counter insurgency operations in Jammu and Kashmir.

1500 MILITANTS IN JAMMU AND KASHMIR: D.G. CRPF

Srinagar, March 2: The Director General of Central Reserve Paramilitary Force (CRPF) J.K. Sinha on March 2 said “there has been a decrease in the total number of violent incidents with each passing year as the number of militants is not high. The situation in Kashmir seems to be returning towards normalcy and things have started to improve”, Sinha said, adding, “The problem in Srinagar could be sorted out easily”.

Regarding the number of militants presently operating in Kashmir, the CRPF D.G. said, “inputs from the government and intelligence agencies put the number of militants to the outer limits of about 1500 and the number of over ground workers to 1800”.

TROOPER KILLS HIMSELF AND HIS 4 COLLEAGUES

Srinagar, March 6: An army man killed his four colleagues after a heated exchange of words and later committed suicide in Miran sahib area of Jammu on March 5 evening.

Naik Satinder Singh of 21 Rajput opened indiscriminate firing on his colleagues with his service rifle killing four of them on spot.

The killed soldiers have been identified as Nail Hans Raj, Naik Omi Singh, Lance Naik Anand Kumar of 21 Rajput and Subedar Major Bhor Singh of 22 Rajput.

STUDENT’S FINGERS CHOPPED

Srinagar, March 7: Unidentified persons chopped off fingers of an 11th standard student in Kulgam area of south Kashmir’s Anantnag district.

Mushtaq Ahmed Raina son of Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din was abducted from his residence in Muhammad Pora on March 6 evening.

He was whisked away to Batapora where the abductors who were three in number asked him to hand over arms and ammunition.

When Mushtaq pleaded his innocence, his abductors got annoyed and chopped his two fingers off.

The abductors fled from the spot leaving him in a pool of blood. The boy managed to reach his home where he was rushed to the hospital.

CUSTODIAL KILLINGS IN KASHMIR ON THE RISE

Washington, March 8: Indian troops continue to use extra judicial killing as a method to suppress insurgency in Kashmir, says the US State Department’s human rights report for 2005.

The US report points out that the Indian authorities generally did not report encounter deaths that occurred in Jammu and Kashmir to the country’s National Human Rights Commission.

The State Department quotes a report by the Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP), which claimed that as of June 2004, there had been 54 custodial deaths since the current Jammu and Kashmir state government assumed office in 2002.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) reported 136 deaths in police custody and 1,357 deaths in judicial custody countrywide from the beginning of 2004 till March.

Quoting a report by the Asian Center for Human Rights, the State Department notes that in 2004, the Jammu and Kashmir government ordered 54 inquiries into alleged extra-judicial killings and other human rights violations in 2004 and completed only one.

HIGH COURT NOTICE TO GOVERNMENT OVER STUDENT’S DISAPPEARANCE

Srinagar, March 9: Taking strong notice for neglecting the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) recommendations, Jammu and Kashmir High Court has directed the Chief Secretary to complete the case of a disappeared student within eight weeks or appear before the court in person.

High court on March 9 directed the Chief Secretary to implement the SHRC’s recommendations in which it has directed the state government to pay an ex-gratia Rupees2 lakh and an employment under SRO-43 to one of the family members of the disappeared student, Mohammad Ishaq Lone son of Ghulam Hassan Lone resident of Kulangam, Kupwara who was abducted by ikhwani’s (renegades) on November 13, 1996.

Ishaq’s father had informed the police and district administration about the abduction of his son immediately after the incident took place. But when he could not find clues of his son in all the camps of security forces including ikhwani’s, he had approached SHRC for seeking justice.

SHRC after hearing the case directed the state government on June 19, 2003, that an amount of Rupees 2 lakh should be given to father of Ishaq (abducted student) as ex-gratia and an employment under SRO 43 to one of his family members.

Ghulam Hassan had approached the Home department and the Deputy Commissioner of Kupwara also but the authorities had neglected the decision of SHRC. The dismayed father then approached the high court and filed a writ petition OWP- 681/04.

The case was heard last week. Justice Nirmal Singh who after hearing both the sides directed the Chief Secretary to consider the SHRC recommendations in eight weeks failing, to which he has to appear before the court in person on April 20, 2006, failing which he has to appear in the court in person.

19 CASES OF CUSTODIAL KILLING SINCE JANUARY 2004-FEBRUARY 2006

Jammu, March 9: In the nineteen cases of disappearances and custodial killings, which took place between January 2004 to February 2006, government has been able to produce challan only in two cases while in fifteen cases, investigation is still on. Besides, two cases have been closed as untraced.

This was revealed in a written reply to a question of National Conference member, Ali Mohammed Sagar. The question could not be taken up during the Question Hour on March 9, since the Assembly was adjourned for the day with in the first hour itself.

According to the reply, 4 cases of disappearances and 15 cases of custodial killings involving 18 persons were registered in the state.

The government also admitted that 4,316 militancy-related cases for appointments under SRO 43 were pending in the districts.

As per the reply, four cases of “disappearances in custody” occurred during 2004-06 in which personnel of 23 and 30 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) and Central Reserve Paramilitary Force (CRPF) were cited as accused.

The victims belonged to different areas like Pogal, Sail Chersoo, Malikpora and Lajoora of Kashmir region. All the four cases are under investigation.

In case of custodial killings between years 2004 and 2006, two cases were challaned, one remains untraced and investigation is on in the rest. Accused persons in this case belong to army, Border Security Force (BSF) and JAK Rifles.

While giving district –wise details of the pending SRO 43 cases, numbering more than four thousand, highest pending cases are in Baramulla (799 cases).

Other district-wise numbers of pending SRO 43 cases are Jammu (24), Kathua (12), Udhampur (236), Doda (414), Rajouri (274), Poonch (123), Anantnag (509), Pulwama (235), Budgam (265), Srinagar (720), Kupwara (690), Kargil (9) and Leh (6).

In 2 YEARS – 15 KILLED IN CUSTODY, 4 DISAPPEAR, SAYS GOVERNMENT

Jammu, March 9: Home Ministry figures about the detainees and disappeared persons stated in Legislative Assembly didn’t appear inline with the figures mentioned on the same floor in 2003 as also before J&K High Court in December last. 

According to current government figures, the total number of disappeared persons “registered in the state is 693” and only 2400 (locals and foreigners) persons are lodged in different jails within and outside the state. However, it states that from January 2004 till February 15 2006, only four cases of disappearances and 15 cases of custodial killings involving 18 persons were registered. 

About disappeared persons, Deputy Chief Minister, Muzaffar Hussain Beig has on record acknowledged that 3744 persons were missing in the state. “From 1990 to December 2002, 3744 persons were reported missing of whom 135 had been declared dead up to June 2002. The number of disappeared cases could be even more,” Beig had stated in the Assembly on 24th March 2003. 

SUICIDES BY TROOPS

· JAWAN COMMITS SUICIDE

Jammu, March 9: An army jawan allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle at Rubli Dhar area of Nowshera in Rajouri district.

The deceased has been identified as Sepoy Laxman Singh C/O 17 b Raj Rifle.

The jawan, while performing duty at an army post allegedly shot himself with his service rifle. He died on the spot. Police has registered a case in this connection.

Concerned army authorities, however, said that he died due to accidental fire from his own gun while performing his duty.

· COP COMMITS SUICIDE

Jammu, March 9: A police constable Devinder Singh number 64/SSG of 8th Battalion Jammu and Kashmir Armed Police (JKAP), resident of Nowgran, Bishanah, and committed suicide by jumping in front of the Shalimar train at Gurah Morh on March 9. He was in depressed state, as his leave was not sanctioned since a long time. Police when contacted said that cause behind the provocation was not yet ascertained.

· 3 SOLDIERS COMMIT SUICIDE

Srinagar, March 17: Lance Naik Tana Jee of Maharashtra ended his life by hanging himself in a bathroom in Jammu. He was associated with Military Engineering Wing of the army.

Constable Sandeep Balk of Territorial Army shot himself dead with his service rifle in Kanioni area of Poonch district. Another Lance Naik Bahu Malik committed suicide by hanging himself in Udhampur. 

· SOLDIER SHOOTS HIMSELF IN PULWAMA

Srinagar, March 29: Hawaldar B. Poons belt number 8809722 ended his life by shooting himself with his service rifle in Pulwama district. The reasons of his suicide were not known.

DODHIPORA, HANDWARA KILLINGS: BAR ASSOCIATION BLAMES ARMY

Says four civilians were shot dead ‘without any reason’

Srinagar, March 11: The High Court Bar Association (HCBA) has held army responsible for the killing of four civilians, two of them children, in Dodhipora, Handwara on February 22. 

In its report, on March 5, an 11-member HCBA team led by its president Mian Abdul Qayoom, after visiting the village and recording the statements of the people, has stated that the four were “killed by the army.” 

“In the light of the statements made by the inhabitants of the village Dodhipora, Handwara, before the members of the (Bar) team, it is quite evident that four boys were killed by the army without any rhyme and reason,” says the HCBA report.

 “In order to hide their gruesome act, they (army) confined the entire populace of the village either in their house or in the mosques. They wanted to throw the bodies of the children in the river during the night but due to the intervention of the police and huge protests, they couldn’t succeed in their nefarious design,” the report states. 

 “Army has paid Rupees 2.00 lakh to the next of the kin who have been killed. The state government has also given them a cheque of Rupees 1.00 lakh each. Government has also offered employment to one member of their family. But they want that those who have committed the crime should be punished,” the HCBA states in its concluding remarks. 

HCBA has sent the copies of the report to Chief Justice of Supreme Court of India and Chief Justice of Jammu and Kashmir High Court for necessary action. 
 

EVEN AFTER 15 YEARS, FAMILIES OF KILLED YET TO GET RELIEF

Srinagar, March 13: Despite passing of 15 years, the family members of the civilians who were killed in “cross-firing” in north Kashmir’s Kupwara district are yet to get jobs under SRO-43.

Government after investigation had promised to provide jobs to the kin of the civilians who were killed in “cross-firing” 15 years back.

The families of the dead alleged that officials in Deputy Commissioner Kupwara’s office provided jobs to their relatives and activists of political parties.

They also alleged that the officials framed the SRO-43 list after their palms were greased, and deliberately delayed the SRO-43 cases of 1990.

Saifullah Khan, son of Moulvi Habibullah Khan of Lone Hari, Saja Begum wife of Muhammad Subhan Lone, Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Bhat son of Ghulam Muhammad Bhat of Thandipora and Abdur Rashid Mir of Malal Kupwara were killed in “cross-firing” in 1990.

SOLDIERS POSE AS MILITANTS, BEAT CIVILIANS

On 12th of March, about 20 soldiers of 46 RR and police masquerading as militants barged into the houses of Javid Ahmad, Muhammad Amin and Muhammad Shafi Marazi at Khawaja Sahib locality in Baramulla district.

The troops without any provocation ransacked the household items and smashed windowpanes. The cries of the inmates caught the attention of their neighbors who immediately rushed to the spot and staged demonstrations against the troops who managed to escape.

The protests continued through the night and people shouted slogans from loudspeakers of the mosques. On 13th March morning, hundreds of people took to streets to protest against the army and police.

MAN HANGED TO DEATH

Srinagar, March 13: Unidentified gunmen, suspected to be militants, on March 13 hanged a man to death after abducting him while as a trooper was injured in a shootout in Handwara.

Unidentified gunmen, suspected to be militants, hanged one Imtiyaz Ahmed Bhat son of late Abdul Ahad of Ganderbal to death after he was abducted on March 11.

Militant outfit Hizbul Mujahideen has reportedly owned the killing alleging that Imtiyaz was an army informer. It’s worth mentioning here that Imtiyaz’s father Abdul Ahad was killed in a similar way by suspected militants in 2005.

DISAPPEARANCES

BOY MISSING

Srinagar, March 15: Syed Ibrar Ahmad, 12, son of Syed Riyaz of Chadoora, Budgam is missing since March 11.Despite searching at many places; his family could not establish his whereabouts. Police has registered a case and started investigation.

2 BARAMULLA BOYS MISSING

Srinagar, March 20: Two children are missing from village Agrikalm in Magam tehsil of Baramulla district since March 8. 

The children have been identified as Ejaz Ahmad Ganai, 12, son of Ghulam Muhammad Ganai and Ejaz Ahmad Ganai, 10, son of Gulzar Ahmad Ganai. 

Ghulam Ahmad said his son Ejaz 12, left home on March 8 for embroidery workshop and since then his whereabouts are not known. He said, he was waiting for the return of the child but he didn’t turn up till late evening. He said, he searched him everywhere but hitherto his whereabouts remained shrouded in mystery. 

Gulzar Ahmad said that his son Ejaz Ahmad studied in a government school. He said, Ejaz left studies last year and started working in a tailor’s shop. On March 8, he said, the child left for the shop located at Magam. “In the evening he didn’t turn up. I thought he might be in relative’s house. But, next day when I started looking for him, he couldn’t be located anywhere,” the anguished father said. 

Later, they approached the concerned police station. Police registered an FIR about the missing children but so far it has failed to trace them out. Both the parents of these two missing children work as labourers. 

CLASS 12th STUDENT MISSING

Jammu, March 21: A 12th class student has been reported missing from Nugam, Kanihama (Srinagar) since March 5, 2006. He has been identified as Majaz Ahmed Mir son of Javed Ahmed Mir, resident of Nugam, Kanihama(Srinagar). A missing report has been lodged in police station Nugam.

THREE DISPAPPEAR UNDER ‘MYSTERIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES’

Srinagar, March 31: Four Kashmiri youth including a laborer hailing from Kupwara district who were working out of the state to earn livelihood and two school going children have gone missing under mysterious circumstances.

 Abdul Majeed Dar (22) son of Muhammad Sabir had gone to Punjab in 2005 to work as labourer. On February 8 2006, on way to his home, Dar made a phone call to his family in Kupwara informing them that he was in Jammu and would reach home soon. Since, then his whereabouts are not known.

 Meanwhile, a mobile company executive Innayat Ullah Khanday son of Muhammad Shafi of Khrew and two school going children are missing for the past few days.

The children were identified as Qaisar Ahmed Wani (8th class student) son of Jalaluddin of Pampore and 7th standard student Shabir Ahmed son of Abdul Karim.

DREADED GOVERNMENT GUNMAN ARRESTED

Kupwara, March 15:  A dreaded government gunmen wanted for various crimes was arrested on March 13 after a yearlong manhunt here.

Mushtaq Ahmed Sheikh son of Jamal of Shanoo village (8 kilometers from Handwara) was arrested during a joint operation by police and troopers of 30 Rashtriya Rifles. An automatic rifle and ammunition was also recovered from his possession.

Mushtaq accused of several crimes including extortion, harassment and kidnapping and was wanted by police in many such cases.

ULTRA KILL COUPLE TO AVENGE AIDE’S SURRENDER

Jammu, March 16: To avenge the surrender of their accomplice, some unidentified militants killed a couple at Bajja village of Chiralla belt in Doda district. The couple has been identified as 52-year old Abdul Gani Malik and his wife 48 year old Shamima Begum of village Bajja Chiralla. They were the relatives of a surrendered militant identified as Mohammad Amin Malik, former tehsil commander of HM outfit for Doda district. Malik had surrendered at Bajja village located some six kilometers away from Thathri on February 10. He had surrendered before the security forces on the persuasion of the couple.

LEAVE JOB, ELSE FACE MUSIC, HM WARNS SCHOOL TEACHERS

Srinagar, March 16: Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) has warned teachers and local staff working at army goodwill schools to shun their jobs, otherwise they would be in trouble. The outfit has asked the parents whose wards are enrolled in army schools to take out their children from these schools.

70 JAIL BREAKS IN 16 YEARS

31 SPO’s, 2 cops joined militant ranks

Jammu, March 16: In a significant disclosure state government told lower house that 70 persons had escaped from Police and judicial custody and weapons of 282 police personnel had been snatched by militants since the outbreak of militancy in J&K. It further revealed that two policemen and 31 Special Police Officers (SPOs) deserted the force along with their service weapons and joined militant ranks along with their weapons.  Government said that so far 70 detenues, including foreign nationals have escaped from various jails after the outbreak of the militancy in the State.

According to government figures, it stated that out of these 70 detenues, 57 were Indian, nine Pakistani and one each Afghan and Malaysian nationals. Only 25 of them have so far been re-arrested. In this matter, action has also been taken against over seven dozens delinquent officers and officials.

DELHI COP BOOKED FOR HIT AND RUN

Accused was ‘on duty’ in valley without information

Srinagar, March 17: In a major breakthrough, J&K police claim to have solved a hit-and-run case in which a senior citizen was crushed to death by a vehicle in Srinagar city early this year. The accused is an official of Delhi Police on special duty here. The accused, Inspector Ramesh Kumar Lamba of Special Operation Cell of Delhi Police, was driving a stolen silver coloured Scorpio during his stay in the valley, top police sources confirmed. 

The accused had not informed the police about his presence in the state, which was mandatory. 

J&K SECURITY EXPENDITURE TOUCHES RUPEES 190 CRORES

Jammu, March 17: The Jammu and Kashmir Police have spent Rupees 190.22 crores on salary of the staff and other activities of policing during 2006.

 
In the Upper House, the Government admitted to have spent a huge amount of Rs. 19,022.00 lakhs as security related expenditure during the year 2005-06 in Jammu and Kashmir. It included Rs 1700 lakhs as rent of hotels acquired by the Government for the political protectees. 

Apart from this, Rs. 4600 lakhs was paid as honorarium to the SPO’s, Rs. 500 lakhs as honorarium to Grade-I SPO’s, Rs. 2350 lakhs under CoC Head, Rs. 3250 lakhs for ration money allowance, Rs. 1200 lakhs as material and supplies and Rs. 1800 lakhs as ex-gratia and relief.

For the rehabilitation of militancy victims/ widows and the surrendered militants the Government spent Rs. 400 lakhs during the current year whereas, under statewide civic action programme of the J&K police an amount of Rs. 200 lakhs was spent during this year. In order to strengthen border posts, an amount of Rs. 300 lakhs was spent while on elections police spent an amount of Rs 50 lakhs during this year. 

The Government has at present sanctioned strength of the J&K police including officers to 65,005, which shows the increase of 35,807 after 1990’s strength of 29,198. As per the existing strength, the normal budget for the current year was to the tune of 755.07 crores and it includes Rs. 66,187 lakhs as the salaries component whereas, the electricity expenditure was to the tune of Rs. 1200 lakhs. 

While Rs. 320 lakhs was incurred on telephone bills, Rs. 200 lakhs was component of medical reimbursement bills, Rs. 2100 lakhs expenditure came on material and supplies, Rs. 1150 lakhs under CoC head, Rs. 150 lakhs for purchase of wireless equipment, Rs. 300 lakhs for rewards, Rs. 600 lakhs for training and education and Rs. 214 lakhs for purchase of new vehicles. 

It was pointed out that rent to the JKTDC and JKHPMC was paid through Home department and the security related expenditure also includes ex-gratia paid by Divisional Commissioner Jammu and Divisional Commissioner Kashmir and the Home department directly. An amount of Rs. 1800 lakhs spent as ex-gratia relief also includes construction/ shifting of bunkers by the Chief Engineer (PWD/R&B) Kashmir.

JK MILITANTS SURRENDER SCHEME EFFECTIVE: HOME MINISTRY

New Delhi, March 19: As many as 197 militants have surrendered in Jammu and Kashmir in 2005 in the wake of the state government announcing a new policy to woo them into the mainstream, the Union Home Ministry has said. 

Under the new policy of the J and K government announced on January 31, 2004, a surrendered militant will get a monthly stipend of Rs. 2000 for a period of three years after surrender. 

This is in addition to immediate grant of Rs. 1.50 lakhs to be kept in the shape of FDR in a bank in the name of the surrenderee, which can be withdrawn after three years, subject to good behavior. Incentives are also being given for surrendered weapons as per prescribed rates and vocational training for self-employment to those who desire to undergo such training. 

The annual report of the Home Ministry for 2005-06 says that the violent incidents have come down in Jammu and Kashmir in 2005. 

There were 1990 incidents in the state in 2005 as against 2565 incidents in 2004. 

557 civilians were killed in 2005 compared to 707 last year. 

The number of security force personnel killed has also declined in 2005 with a toll of 189, compared to 281 in 2004. 

The number of militants killed in operations has also come down. 

917 militants were killed in as compared to 976 during the previous year. 

The report said the operations of the security forces over the last few months have achieved notable successes including neutralization of a large number of senior commanders of all major militant outfits.
TROOPS OCCUPY HEALTH CENTRES, PATIENTS SUFFER

Kupwara, March 20: Medicare facilities in many villages in Kupwara district is badly hit as troops have occupied numerous buildings meant for health care centers. Several deaths have taken place in this frontier district due to the occupation of buildings. 

For the past several years, troops are camping at Primary Health Centers in Handwara, Kupwara, Karnah, Teetwal and Lolab areas. The affected locals are all fire against the authorities. The day still haunts Mumtaz Khan when his eight-year-old son Shahnawaz died due to lack of medicare. Shahnawaz was wounded in a mine blast in Keran. “No medico was present to bandage his wounds at the health center as it was occupied by troops. He died of severe bleeding before we could look for an alternative,” Mumtaz recollects. “The place that could have saved my son’s life is being misused by troopers,” he added. 

 
Early this year, one Mumtaz Begum of Kalamabad lost her pregnant sister when she developed labor pain but couldn’t get in-time treatment as the nearby health center is occupied by troops. 

 
“It was late in the night when she (Mumtaz’s sister) developed pain, we couldn’t afford taking her anywhere else for health care and in the meantime she succumbed,” Mumtaz recollects. Admitting that the locals were suffering, health authorities said that the District Development Commissioner (DDC), Kupwara has taken up the matter with defence authorities.” We have staff but we do not have accommodation,” Chief Medical Officer (CMO), Kupwara told. 

 
However, the DDC is not ready to buy the CMO’s version. 

“These buildings (health centers) were lying vacant due to absence of staff. To guard them, they were occupied by troops,” the DDC Abdul Majeed Khanday said. 

 
However, he said the defence authorities have assured that once the staff would be available, troops would vacate the building. 

 
He also assured that medicos were being recruited and soon these health centers would be functional.

40 DETENUES TO BE RELEASED

Jammu, March 22: The Joint Review Committee constituted by the government for scrutinizing all cases of PSA detenues has recommended the immediate release of 40 persons. 

This committee had met earlier in October 2005 and conducted a detailed exercise in cooperation with the state government. At that time, 44 persons were released on the basis of the recommendations of the Committee.

MILITANTS BEAT UP TEENAGER TO DEATH

Mendhar/Jammu, March 25: A teenaged boy was beaten to death by the suspected militants in Sanjoiut area of Mendhar in Poonch district.

Reports from Mendhar said that two unidentified clean shaved unarmed militants came to the house of Panch Sadiq at Nakar Mohalla Sanjoit. They asked Sadiq’s son, Wasim Akram (17) to assist them as guide and courier to Chapper Bharat. Akram went with them and he didn’t return. The family members of Akram started search in the morning and they found Akram’s body lying in the nallah.

9 MORE DETENUES RELEASED

Jammu, March 26: The Jammu and Kashmir government today released nine more detenues, who were detained under J&K Public Safety Act (PSA) 1978, taking the total number of such prisoners to 17. 

Earlier, the government released eight detenues from Kotbalwal jail, as recommended by the high-powered committee of Union Home Ministry to release 40 detenues, who are not facing any serious charges, as a goodwill gesture. 

 
The remaining 23 would be released within a few days. The total number of such prisoners is 403. 
 
Eight of them were released from the Kathua district jail and one from Udhampur district jail. 
The detenues, to be released, were selected from Kotbalwal jail, Udhampur jail and Ambphalla district jail where the only woman detainee was lodged. 

Meanwhile in Srinagar, expressing concern over the continued detention of hundreds of Kashmiris, the Hurriyat Conference led by Geelani alleged that the coalition government headed by Congress was playing politics in the name of prisoners. 

 Reacting to state government’s decision to release the prisoners, a Hurriyat spokesman said different courts in the state had already ordered the release of 100 detenues after quashing their detention under Public Safety Act (PSA). 

He said it was surprising that an announcement was made to mislead the world that 400 detenues will be released. Now the number has come down to 40 only, he alleged and expressed concern over the continued detention of hundreds of other prisoners including Sheikh Abdul Aziz, Zamrooda Habib, Bilal Siddiqui, Ghulam Nabi Najar, Mohammad Ahsan Awantoo, Bita Karatay, Mohammad Qasim, Shabir Ahmad Zargar, Javid Munshi and Maroofa, for a long time. 

BEATING OF CIVILIANS SPARKS PROTESTS

Srinagar, March 26: The beating of a load carrier driver and a shopkeeper allegedly by police and troops triggered violent demonstrations at Dalgate and Lal Chowk areas of Srinagar.

 
A police constable Abdul Satar thrashed the driver of the load carrier (JKOI/3193) Showkat Ahmad Bhat of Sariaballa near Gurdwara, injuring him critically. The driver fell unconscious and soon large number of people assembled on the spot and rushed him to hospital. 

The people tried to beat up the constable; however, he escaped from the spot. People staged demonstrations and pelted stones on police. Later, senior police officers pacified the protesters. 
Meanwhile, soldiers of 22 battalion of paramilitary CRPF allegedly beat up a shopkeeper at Dalgate. The troops beat up Feroz Ahmad Mir son of Ali Muhammad when he parked his vehicle at Dalgate. He was rushed to hospital in a critical condition. The people staged demonstrations against the incident and demanded action against the troops. 

SHRC REGISTERS 17 CUSTODIAL KILLING CASES

Jammu, March 27: The Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) has registered 406 cases of human rights violations in the State of which 103 were committed by the troops from April 2004 to March 2005. 

According to the annual report of the SHRC tabled in the legislative assembly today, out of these cases the commission has disposed off 316 cases during the period in which 66 complainants were granted ex-gratia relief and compassionate appointment. The report further said that the chairperson initiated suo moto action and sought report from various agencies. 

Referring to one of the cases in which a young innocent boy was killed by law enforcing agencies at village Yurkumoo Kokernag in Islamabad, the report said that the chairperson directed the state agencies to be present on at the place of occurrence and personally recorded the statement of the affected parties. 

The commission according to the report has registered 44 cases of disappearances in the state during the period with 43 from Kashmir division. According to the commission, 14 disappearance cases were registered from Baramulla, 11 from Srinagar, eight from Kupwara, six from Budgam, two each from Islamabad and Pulwama while one case was registered from Kathua area of Jammu division. 

The commission further said that 17 persons were killed by various law enforcement agencies in their custody with maximum number of custodial deaths registered from district Kupwara. According to the data furnished by the commission, five custodial deaths have occurred in Kupwara followed by four in Baramulla, two each in Srinagar and Islamabad and one each in Budgam and Pulwama. The report further said two custodial deaths were reported from Poonch area of Jammu. 

The commission in its report has however said that many affected people don’t come forward to register their complaints for various reasons much to its dismay. 

“Some affected persons who register complains before the commission are allegedly being threatened of dire consequences by respective agencies for pursuing the complaints in the commission. There is usual delay in receiving the report from the agencies, which prolongs the disposal of the complaints and consequently discourages the general public,” the commission observed. 

The commission further observed that due to “non-implementation of the recommendations made by the commission” the level of confidence enjoyed by the commission in the general public is on decline. 

“The commission feels that people are discouraged by the attitude of government and this is why they don’t want to come to the commission,” the rights body observed.

DELHI HC’S VERDICT ON MAGERMAL BAGH FIRING

Exonerates CRPF personnel, says they deserve award not punishment

Srinagar, Mar 27: Exonerating four Central Reserve Paramilitary Force (CRPF) personnel who were indicted by the then Inspector General (IG) of CRPF for “resorting to indiscriminate firing causing heavy casualties to the civilians” on January 19, 1991 at Magermal Bagh Srinagar, the Delhi High Court has revoked dismissal order issued by IGP terming it as “non application of mind on the part.” 

The Court directed reinstatement of CRPF personnel with all consequential benefits. The Division Bench of Delhi High Court comprising Justice Mukul Mudgal, Justice H.R Malhotra passed the judgment on a writ petition WP 2759 in case K.G Gopi and others versus Union of India and others and described the CRPF personnel deserve award not punishment. A sort of history was created by this decision of Delhi High Court, as the court does not have any jurisdiction over the case instead the authority lies with Kashmir High Court.

CASE HISTORY 

The petitioners have said that on January 19, 1991 while returning in their vehicles after collection of the dak, “ they were ambushed by militants who threw bombs on the petitioners and also fired heavily by using AK 47 rifles. In reaction to the attack petitioners resorted to firing.” 

In the incident 11 persons including two women were killed and 23 others were injured. Some of them later succumbed to injuries. 

 The CRPF authorities however felt that the CRPF personnel resorted to indiscriminate and excessive firing and on September 1991, through office memo authorities informed eight CRPF personnel that the departmental inquiry would be initiated against them for “committing an act of gross misconduct.” 

CHARGE SHEET 

 
The charge produced against them on September 28, 1991 reads, “All the eight delinquents were posted/attached with HQ/Coy. 42 Bn CRPF for duties. On January 19, 1991 they were detailed as escort party of two dak collection vehicles Registration No.DBL-68231 CRPF No.18-Cheton and DBP 8167/Minibus of the unit. These vehicles used to go daily to APO for dispatch/collection of dak. When on January 19, 1991 these two dak collection vehicles were returning after completion of the duty some unidentified militants attacked these vehicles throwing a bomb followed by firing from automatic weapons in Magarmal Bagh area Srinagar at about 1415 hrs. The aforesaid personnel to counter the militants firing on them, instead of judiciously replying to militants fire resorted to indiscriminate and excessive firing from their weapons issued to them for duty from running vehicles over a stretch of about 1 KM on the main road (Silk factory Road) passing through Magarmal area. The action of each of them in this incident was therefore, prejudicial to good order and discipline of the force and thereby each of them committed an act of gross misconduct as a member of the force U/s 11 (1) of C.R.P.F. Act, 1949.” 

INQUIRY REPORT 

The inquiry officer submitted his report on December 14, 1991 holding that charges framed against the petitioners were not proved. The report reads: “All eight delinquents travelling in one ton (Tata 610) truck and one minibus on bonafide government duty on January 19, 1991, had resorted to firing from their respective weapons in retaliation to militant attack on their vehicles with bomb and firing from automatic weapons like AK-47 assault rifles in area Saraibala Lane Crossing at about 1415 hours on January 19, 1991 and in self-defense against the said attack so that they could come out of the area safely with vehicles and their own lives. As natural to human being retaliatory firing done by each of the delinquents was different from that done by the other, as degree of reaction to a situation/incident by each individual differs. None of the delinquents had opened firing at his own but did so only after attack by militants. While four of the delinquents fired less number of rounds, remaining four fired more than 20 round. Each, depending on the reaction under their prevailing situation, by each of the delinquents. 

The term used in the article of charge that the delinquents had resorted to “Indiscriminate” and “excessive” firing are relative in nature. The retaliation by each individual to militants attack was bound to be different depending on nature of the individual concerned, his inability of judgment and assessment of a particular situation that prevails at a particular point of time and under a particular sequence of events and condition, coupled with the sense of self preservation of each individual.” Thus, he exonerated all the CRPF personnel. 

DISCIPLINARY AUTHORITY 

However, the Disciplinary Authority over ruled the departmental enquiry and found the “four petitioners guilty of having fired indiscriminately which was not necessary in the context of the situation prevailing at that time.” 

 The Disciplinary Authority report reads: “Firing by the militants had not caused any damage to the personnel as well as the vehicles in which these personnel were traveling and firing of 20 rounds or more by the delinquents in self defence is certainly excessive and indiscriminate. It is more so because they fired such large number of rounds without aiming at the militants who could not be spotted since the militants were firing from the houses in the area. 

It is of course not possible to ascertain if firing by the escort personnel had caused any death/injury to the civilians since the firing by escort personnel was without aim and from lying position on the body of the vehicles and firing was going on from all the directions by the militants as well as other security personnel deployed on the ground and moving in vehicles. Considering all aspects of the situation these personnel ought to have exercised restraint and controlled fire in self-defence. I, therefore, find all the above four persons guilty for resorting to excessive and indiscriminate firing thereby committing an act of misconduct as members of the Force U/s 11 (1) of C.R.P.F. Act, 1949.” 

The petitioners after undergoing the punishment awarded to them by the Disciplinary Authority were transferred to Assam from Srinagar. 

IGP’S ACTION 

But on July 6, 1992, the Inspector General of Police (IGP), Southern Sector Hyderabad D.R Kartikeyan issued show cause notice to them that their punishment would be enhanced to “that of dismissal from service.” The IGP, however, gave them an opportunity to submit their written representation if any against the award of proposed punishment within 15 days. 

After examining the replies submitted by the petitioners, the IGP on July 29, 1992 the IGP suo motto passed an order holding petitioners guilty of indiscriminate and excessive firing “causing heavy casualties to the civilians.” And dismissed them from their service. 

 The petitioners challenged the order in the Delhi High Court through a petition WP 2759/1994. 

JUDGMENT 

After hearing the arguments the Court gave judgment on February 1, 2006. The Court said: 

“Infliction of punishment is normally the domain of the disciplinary authority or its higher authorities in the armed forces or in para military forces. The Courts ordinarily would not interfere unless circumstances so warrant the interference by way of judicial review as imperative. This is one such case where the conscience of the Court has been shocked. The petitioners who were soldiers in the CRPF showed exemplary courage as is evident from the report of the enquiry officer who had occasion to examine the witnesses who had actually witnessed the militants attack and retaliation by the petitioners. As noticed, the militants had laid ambush on a large scale. There was a bomb attack followed by firing from AK 47 rifles by the militants. The petitioners retorted swiftly and if the petitioners had not retorted at the appropriate time it could have turned into an ugly and bloody situation. It is not a case where the petitioners were found guilty of dereliction of duty. It is a case where according to the respondent they should have exercised restraint and should not have resorted to exercise firing. A bare reading of the evidence of the departmental enquiry where number of witnesses were examined leads us to an inescapable conclusion that far from being punished, the petitioners deserve to be rewarded.” 

The Court held the petitioners, who without caring for their lives, managed to thwart the militant’s attack which attack was quite severe in nature. Many lives could have been lost if the militants had not been dealt with in the manner they were dealt with by the petitioners. This Court after having appraised the evidence of the witnesses finds that the militants who suddenly started firing from their hidden positions not only with bombs but also with A.K. 47 rifles, were rightly dealt with by the petitioners. The disciplinary authorities perhaps seem to have swayed away by the number of rounds used by these petitioners. This is clear from the fact that some of the co-delinquents who fired 8 rounds & 2 rounds were exonerated, as their response was found commensurate with the provocation occasioned by the militants’ attack. However, the petitioner who fired 28,35,29 and 20 rounds respectively was dismissed. In our view both the disciplinary authorities and the I.G.P. purportedly exercising his powers under Rule 29 (d) of the CRPF rules, 1955 have been unnecessarily swayed by the number of rounds fired in face of an ambush by the militants. 

“The counsel for the respondent even in this court was unable to show to us anything in the past record of the petitioners which warranted dismissal straightway. This is another factor, which demonstrates the casual approach of the IGP. Such orders are likely to affect the confidence of the security forces and are likely to make their responses in a critical situation rather timid. We are satisfied that the order of the enquiry officer and at best the disciplinary authority did not warrant interference. In any event the punishment is grossly disproportionate to the alleged offence. We, therefore, set aside the impugned order resulting in allowing the writ petition with no order as to costs and direct the reinstatement of the petitioners with all consequential benefits payable within six weeks and in any case not later than 15th March 2006,” the Court directed. 

THOSE WHOSE DEATH IS ‘AWARD’ FOR CRPF MEN 

Hassina daughter of Muhammad Yousuf Narakara Budgam, Ali Muhammad son of Ghulam Muhammad Lal Mandi (boatman), Abdul Khaliq Dar son of Ghulam Muhammad Dar Chararisharief, Muhammad Jabbar son of Abdul Gaffar Wanpo Khanda, Fahem Alam son of Isreal Alam, Muhammad Ashraf son of Gulam Muhammad Solina; Fazi wife of Muhammad Khan of Budgam; Bilal Ahmad Hajam son of Ghulam Ahmad Hajam, Sairibala, Fazail Maqbool son of Muhammad Maqbool of Magarmal Bagh, Habibullah son of Bismillah of Chadoora.

SUPREME COURT ISSUES NOTICES TO CENTRE AND POLICE

New Delhi, March 31: The Supreme Court on March 31 issued notices to the Centre and Delhi police on a habeas corpus petition by a Kashmiri woman alleging that her two brothers were languishing in “illegal detention” under the Indian authorities after their arrest in Kathmandu, in connection with the hijacking of an Indian Airlines plane in December 1999.

A bench of Justice B. N. Agrawal and Justice A.K. Mathur issued notices to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and Delhi police on the petition filed by Ruqaiya, who alleged that on 28th August 2001, her two brothers Mushtaq Ahmad Rah and Muhammad Shafi Rah were arrested by the Nepal police from Samakosi, Kathmandu and handed over to Indian authorities. Since then there whereabouts are unknown. The two brothers were running a shop in Delhi. The Kathmandu Post and other daily newspapers reported about the duos arrest. The family members and Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) had made extensive efforts to ascertain their whereabouts. Some how the family came to know that they were lodged in Jodhpur jail in Rajasthan. The family members filed a Habeas Corpus petition No. 4/202 in the High Court of Jammu and Kashmir for seeking interview with the detenues. The High Court directed the Superintendent of Jodhpur jail Mr. Mishra for granting permission to petitioners to meet the detenues. The family rushed to Jodhpur, but they were never granted an audience. They were told that no such person was lodged in the jail. Since then, the family of the disappeared youth is trying to get a clue about the whereabouts of their missing ones.

 
Ruqaiya asked the court to issue direction to the MHA, MEA and Delhi police to produce the duo before the court.

 
She has told the authorities to take appropriate legal action against those responsible for “illegally” detaining her brothers.

The petitioner also demanded an independent investigation into the matter.

IC-814 of the Indian Airlines was hijacked on its way from Kandahar in Afghanistan.

To secure the release of passengers, the government had to release some militants, including Moulana Masood Azhar (Chief of Jaish-e-Muhammad).

 
The petitioner alleged that Nepal police had detained 27 Kashmiris from Kathmandu including her brothers and 17 of them are still languishing in some secret detention centre.

GOVERNMENT INDIFFERENT TO HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS: SHRC

Srinagar, Mar 28: The Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) in its annual report for the year 2004-05 has criticized the government indifference and has identified many difficulties faced by the commission impeding its functioning. 

The commission expressed concern over the rejections of its recommendations and made suggestions for running the institution smoothly. 

According to the SHRC report, the commission doesn’t have any independent investigation mechanism with the result the commission has to rely upon the same police agency against which complaints are mostly lodged in the commission. 

 
“Emphasis should be laid on providing the investigating agency to the commission as required,” the report said. The commission in its annual report has criticized the government for not taking action against the recommendations or findings made by SHRC after thorough investigations into the registered complaints. 

“The recommendations of the commission are like routine papers sent to the deputy commissioners whose offices inform the commission that the claimants are not entitled to any relief. These are the cases in which the commission has exhausted all its avenues in conducting enquiries by recording evidence, which is put to scathing cross-examination by the government. During the year 2004-05, the number of such cases has reached to 28, which shows the government hasn’t registered the grievance projected in the erstwhile report,” the commission further observed. 

‘DEMILITARIZATION ONLY AFTER VIOLENCE ENDS IN KASHMIR’

Jammu, March 28: Governor Lt. Gen. (Retd.) S. K. Sinha today said demilitarization amounts to infringing the sovereign right of a country to defend its territorial integrity. 

Governor said that demilitarization amounts to infringing the sovereign right of a country to defend its territorial integrity. ‘How can India agree to demilitarize any part of the country particularly a border State like Kashmir which has been invaded four times from the West and once from the North’, he asked. He also referred to the ongoing proxy war continuing for the past 16 years and said ‘demilitarization in terms of the Army returning to barracks can certainly be considered only after violence ends or becomes manageable by the civil administration but that is not demilitarization as such.’  

3766 FAMILIES AFFECTED DUE TO BORDER FENCING IN JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Jammu, March 31:  Jammu and Kashmir government on March 31 stated that about 3766 families have been affected by the border fencing and said their compensation cases are under process.

The Minister stated this for Consumer Affairs and Public Distribution, Mohammad Hakim Yasin in the Legislative Council.

He said 3766 families have been affected and para-military forces in the border areas have occupied  14, 939 kanals of land. No rent is being paid to the affected families as the cases are under acquisition proceedings.

‘POLICE MASQUERADING AS MILITANTS’

Srinagar, March 29: The harassment of people allegedly by police triggered massive demonstrations in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district.

 
 Unidentified gunmen barged into the house of Syed Karim and Khalil Sahib; however the inmates raised an alarm, forcing them to escape from the spot.

 
The people accused the police of masquerading as militants and harassing them.

WOMEN CHILDREN KILLED

	March 3
	An army major of 52- RR battalion molested a teenage girl Mehmooda Akhtar daughter of Abdul Gani Joo resident of Tantraypora Tangmarg.

	March 5
	Three teenage girls got wounded in a grenade attack at Pulwama. The injured have been identified as Ms. Shabina resident of Shopian, Ms. Sahiba resident of Bonagam and Afroza resident of Keegam.

	March 7
	An SPO (special police officer) Balwant Singh raped a woman, Shah Bano wife of Mohammad Sabzar resident of Kalakote Rajouri.

	March 9
	A woman, Afshana daughter of Ghulam Mohi-u-din Mir resident of Illahi Bagh Buchpora was injured in a grenade blast at Naid kadal, down town, Srinagar.

	March 17
	A girl hailing from Mattan, Islamabad was gang raped by two persons including a policeman at Banihal in a hotel.

	March 27
	Nusrat Akhtar daughter of Mukhtar Ahmad resident of Ajas, Baramulla was injured after troops of 13RR fired on her when she was walking.


CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS (MARCH 2006)

	March 1
	1 HM militant and 2 civilians were                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     killed in different violence related incidents in the valley .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	March 2
	1 government gunman was killed in a violence related incident in the valley.

	March 3
	1 militant was killed in a violence related incident in the valley.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

	March 4
	2 LeT militants were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	March 5
	Army Major, 2 CRPF man, 1 militant and 1 released militant were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.   

	March 6
	5 army men and 1 civilian were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	March 7
	1 woman - Masooda Akhter daughter of Ghulam Mohi-ud-din of Shanoo Handwara and 3 militants were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	March 8
	1militant, 1 SPO, 1 VDC were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	March 9
	1 militant was killed in a violence related incident in the valley.

	March 10
	2 army men were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	March 11
	1 police officer, 2 militants and 2 civilians were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	March 12 
	2 LeTmilitants were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley. The police from Kadar, Shopian, recovered one head less body.

	March 13
	1 civilian was killed in a violence related incident in the valley. Dead body was recovered from Kulgam in south Kashmir district of Anantnag.

	March 14
	Incident free

	March 15
	1 militant was killed in a violence related incident in the valley.

	March 16
	2 militants were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	March 17
	1 civilian and a woman (Shamima begum of  Thathri) were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley. The body of one Liaqat Hussain was recovered from Kadder village in Kulgam.

	March 18
	3 army men and 4 militants were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley

	March 19
	1 civilian and a militant were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	March 20
	1 army man and a militant were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	March 21
	2 militants and a civilian were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley

	March 22
	4 militants were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	March 23
	2 civilians were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.  A dead body was recovered from Kokernag, Anantnag.

	March 24
	Incident free

	March 25
	Incident free

	March 26
	2 militants were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley

	March 27
	Incident free

	March 28
	5 persons were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley militants 

	March 29
	Incident free

	March 30
	Incident free

	March 31
	3 militants, 1 folk singer were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.



DISAPPEARANCE CASES


Muhammad Yousuf Kumar, date of disappearance -14-01-2004, agency involved-23 RR, son of Abdul Razaq Kumar, resident of Pogal. 


Manzoor Ahmad Mir, date of disappearance -13-09-2004, agency involved- CRPF, resident of Sail Chersoo, Awantipora. 


Abdul Rashid Shabangi, date of disappearance - 24-10-2004, agency involved-30 RR, son of Syed Ali resident of Malik Pora, Haril. 


Firdous Ahmad, date of disappearance - 06-06-2005, agency involved- Unknown son of Abdul Rehman resident of Lajoora, Pulwama. 








Killings in Jammu and Kashmir (January 1990 to February 2006)





Civilians                                        15, 894


Militants                                        19, 515


Soldiers                                            3,494


Police cops                                          806


SPOs                                                    414


Total incidents of   violence       64,132
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