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Editorial:
WHY NOT FOR KASHMIR!
The Nuremberg principles were a set of guidelines for determining what constitutes a war crime. The document was created by necessity during the Nuremberg Trial of Nazi party members following World War II. Besides, Nuremberg trials the International Military Tribunal for the Far East was convened to try the leaders of Japanese Empire for crime against peace, humanity and war crimes. 
Nevertheless, the government constituted tribunals were criticized as victors justice, as the allied forces who equally committed crime against humanity were not taken to justice. Since World War II different tribunals and commissions have been appointed for probing into the war crimes and crimes against humanity. 21 Truth Commissions have been appointed since 1974. There are Commissions appointed in Argentine, Uganda, Haiti, and Ecuador. Recently, Nigeria, Sierra Leone announces the formation of Truth Commission. In Northern Island victim commission was appointed by the British Secretary of the State for Northern Island in 1997, with mandate ‘look into possible ways to recognize the pain and the sufferings felt by victims of violence from the trouble of last 30 years. So far commission has interviewed hundreds of survivals of violence’. Its report was released weeks after Good Friday Peace Agreement in 1998. In Chile, Pinnochet’s successor Aywlin appointed National Commission on Truth and Reconciliation. The most prominent has been the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of South Africa. While as, commissions are appointed with the consent of the government. The issue remains what about the crimes where the governments are involved and are reluctant to appoint these commissions. Bertrand Russell pioneered the concept of People’s Tribunal, which was appointed about the war crimes committed by US in Vietnam, and since thereafter People’s Tribunal have been appointed by the civil society leaders all over the world for moral indictment of the perpetrators responsible for the war crimes and crimes against humanity. Even in different countries the civil society groups have appointed the different people’s tribunals for different crimes or issues confronted by the societies. Recently, the World Tribunal on Iraq (WTI) held 20 hearing in different cities of the world focusing on the illegal invasion of the Iraq. The principle objective of WTI was to tell and disseminate the truth about the Iraq war underscoring the accountability of those responsible and underlining the significance of justice of Iraqi people. On the basis of preceding, the finding and recalling the charter of UN and other legal documents the jury of conscience has indicted the US and UK for planning, preparing and waging the ghastly crime of war and different types of aggression in contravention of UN Charter and Nuremberg principals for targeting civilian population in Iraq, using disproportionate force and chemical weapons, failing to safeguard the lives of the civilians during military activities. It created conditions under which the status of Iraqi women has been seriously degraded. Committing a crime against peace by violating the will of the global anti-war movement, engaging in politics to wage permanent war against sovereign nations etc. 
Finally, recommending that immediate and unconditional withdrawal of coalition forces from Iraq, pavement of war reparation to the Iraqi people, rescinding all the contracts established under occupation. Inter alia WTI demanded an interrogation, as to why international institutions particularly the UN, proved powerless against US unilateralism and aggression. 
	Country like India which has usurped the rights of Kashmiris, who have been so far denied the right of self-determination guaranteed under ICCPR and ECOSAC and is controlling the Jammu and Kashmir with its brute military force particularly since 1989. The armed conflict between the state and guerillas have resulted in war crimes, crimes against humanity by India. With the result of it more than 80,000 people have been killed. Who will investigate these crimes? At a place where there is systematic and institutional repression and the truth have been obfuscated, who will investigate these crimes. The state institutions have failed. International human rights organizations have been barred and on the pretext of infringement to the rule of law, fighting ‘proxy war’ or ‘cross border terrorism’ full-scale aggression has been unleashed against Kashmiri people who are besieged by the unprecedented number of army. The crimes against humanity as been defined under the Rome Statute are being still carried out. The massacres, disappearances, custodial deaths, forced labour, human shield and what not. The Kashmiris have been subjected to innumerable sufferings. The probes, commissions, court martial are mere farce and same is likely to continue till conflict stops or the issue of Kashmir is resolved. 
Under the era of globalization it is the duty of international community to demonstrate alike concern on Kashmir. It is worthwhile to quote here Elsie Wiesal “Neutrality helps nobody. It helps the oppressor never the oppressed, silence encourage the tormenter not the tormented. We must take sides when peoples lives are endangered and when dignity is in jeopardy. National borders become irrelevant when people are persecuted because of their colour, cast or political convictions. At that time that place become center of universe”. 
There is a need of such initiatives by the internationalists to held Indian state accountable for violating human rights for examining nature, and structure of militarization and role of armed forces in Indian controlled Kashmir and any subsequent war crimes. It is also imperative on the internationalists to call on the international community to recognize the juncture at which the failure of the governance intercepts with the culture of grief in Kashmir. It shall be also imperative on them to focus on examining the actions of Indian state and militarization in Kashmir including examining of torture, rape, killings, disappearances and if and how it endangers the survival of the living, who are the perpetrators and in order to stop this what measures are needed. It is imperative on the internationalists to demonstrative the will, courage to expose the lies of the Indian state and Indian media and take the position, which they have demonstrated in Iraq, Vietnam and other conflict area. Can it be done?  

‘CAN THE CURRENT PEACE PROCESS HELP TO REALISE THE RIGHT OF DETERMINATION’   A Seminar On Self Determination Day
On the second death anniversary of its member and human rights activist Aasia Jeelani, Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) commemorated 20 April 2006 as the Self – Determination Day. Aasia Jeelani and her driver Ghulam Nabi lost their lives in a landmine explosion while monitoring parliamentary elections in Kupwara district of North Kashmir in 2004. Paying tributes to both of them, on the self-determination day, JKCCS organized a seminar on the topic “Can the current peace process help to realize the right of self – determination”. A number of learned people, including academicians, students and scholars attended the seminar and expressed their views on the occasion.
Most of the speakers demanded the Kashmiris should be given an opportunity to exercise their right of self – determination, release of detainees and revoking of draconian laws like Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act and Public Safety Act.
JKCCS President Parvez Imroz said, “International Commission of Jurists in its report ‘Human Rights in Kashmir’ (1994) advocated that people of Jammu and Kashmir acquired right of self-determination at the time of partition and the right has neither been exercised nor abandoned and
 therefore remains capable of exercise. India believes in suppressing the Kashmiris right by using its brute military might. She believes in military solution. India’s growing military strength speaks its political weakness. One - third of India is reeling under armed conflict; 170 out of 600 districts of Indian state are facing Maoist insurgency. India is following the footsteps of Russia (the then USSR). In the era of Globalization of civil society, local civil society can play a very important initiative in highlighting the human rights and right to self-determination. Local civil society is in a process of building alliance with the Indian civil society; notwithstanding the Indian civil society has the same position as that of the Government of India in case of Kashmir. We are also trying to engage European civil society as well".
 	The speech of Murtaza Shibli, a London - based Kashmiri and editor of Kashmir Affairs revolved around the role-played by the Kashmiri Diaspora in achieving the right of self- determination. He said, the Kashmiri Diaspora has miserably failed to do any fruitful activity, politically or otherwise, compared to the Tamil or Palestinian Diaspora. 	Kashmiris, as a nation, have been failed by their politicians and militants. Right of self-determination is understood in terms of choosing what the people want. Kashmiris need to be realistic. They have shown courage, now they need to show wisdom. JKCCS should come to the expectations of the people of Kashmir. Kashmiris are being divided on every ground. An open dialogue with all the groups is required. The Kashmiri Diaspora from all religions and political backgrounds should come together and promote desperately needed peace".
 	Tracing the historical background Ghulam Nabi Hagroo, a human rights lawyer said, "Though India says elections amount to plebiscite, we all know these elections were fraud and hold no semblance to the plebiscite”. “India has never given Kashmiris any right", he added.
Mian Abdul Qayoom, President, High Court Bar Association (HCBA), spoke on the legal status of right to self-determination in context to Kashmir. “Right of self-determination has been guaranteed by international covenants like ICCPR, ECOSOC, which has been denied to the people. 10 lakh people have been killed in the state since 1947”, Qayoom said.
 	Senior advocate and former President of HCBA, Zaffar Shah made critical analysis of the prevailing situation in Kashmir and remarked that good people are sitting away and bad people are managing our affairs. “Right of self-determination is a collective right of people recognized internationally and we have to enforce it. We need to fight for it. Talking is good, but who talks to whom and about what; is what matters. Srinagar- Muzaffarabad bus service, people – to - people contact, greater autonomy are mere slogans which are not going to satisfy Kashmiris. The only thing that can satisfy them is to seek their opinion about their future. Status quo is no longer acceptable to them. So many people have already laid their lives. How many more people have to follow the suit? The current peace process can not help to realize the right to self determination, as people who are talking on the government initiative are not talking about it”.
Anuradha Bhasin, Executive Editor, Kashmir Times, stated, “Right to self determination needs to address questions of peace and peace with justice. The theory of dividing Kashmir is dangerous, keeping in view the kind of our pluralist society and fragile demographic set-up we have. Is right to self determination meant only for Kashmiris or it involves different ethnic groups as well? Their hardened opinions and identities are fixed. Minorities need to be accommodated and their rights need to be safeguarded.	Self-determination is a right and must be exercised. But people's view need to be ascertained. It is for the people of the J&K state to decide. There is need to explore more meaningful ways; need for intra-Kashmir dialogue on both sides”.
 In his poetic and satirical style advocate Noor-ul-Amin expressed, “Kashmir is synonymous with atrocities.  Confidence Building Measures (CBM's) are a long drawn diplomatic tactics and nothing else. Kashmiris are being given confusion therapies but the issue needs to be rightly addressed”.
Professor Noor Ahmad Baba of Political Sciences, University of Kashmir laid emphasis on introspection. He said, “Self- criticism is also important".
Hilal Ahmad, a local journalist while talking about “peace, politics and media” pointed out, “ The Indian media has largely functioned as an extension of the huge state apparatus comprising official machinery, handpicked politicians, army and intelligence agencies. Indian media behaves predictably. Its role is to manufacture an opinion, favorable to the state and to ignore the bitter and unpalatable realities”. 
A low intensity war continues in Kashmir, pointed out Gautam Navlakha, A Delhi based columnist and a peace activist. "Peace process is virtually zero here. We have to look at what is the reality. Peaceful democratic solution is possible only if right of self-determination of people is respected, reduction in number of forces and withdrawal of extraordinary powers, only this can bring peace. A staggering total of 5 lakh 51 thousand troops are in Kashmir with 23,000 troops in district Doda alone. Probably 15 - 20 percent of the total land area of the state is occupied with army camps and barracks. No one has the exact figure. Every mohalla virtually has a military camp. Even if the military bunkers are beautified, they still remain. Obviously they are not to crush the movement that is going on. They are for something else, they are backed by the laws and enormous powers given to them", Gautam Navlakha said.
  	At the end of the seminar, a resolution was unanimously passed.


POST SERIAL BOMBINGS WRATH BRINGS DEATH FOR TWO YOUNG MEN
On April 14, 2006, a series of seven bomb blasts occurred in different areas of Srinagar city in which five persons were killed and 50 others injured. Police and CRPF claimed that the grenade explosions killed all the 5 persons, whereas the family inmates of Mudasir Ahmad Parray (24), a resident of Rawalpora, Srinagar and Javaid Ahmad Bhat (23), a resident of Nishat, Srinagar, allege that they were deliberately killed by the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel.
FACTS AGAINST THE CRPF CLAIM
Mudasir’s father, Farooq Ahmad, who was with Mudasir at the time of the incident told to The Informative Missive that his son was cruelly killed by the CRPF personnel. He narrated, “ On 14th April, I along with my son, Mudasir had gone to purchase paints from the hardware store located near the CRPF camp at Hanuman Mandir, Lal Chowk. After shopping, my son was loading the paint boxes in the vehicle, a blast took place near the camp, followed by firing from the CRPF camp. I was sitting on the driver’s seat. I heard Mudasir’s cries as a bullet had hit one of his legs. The firing continued, with bullets hitting the back and the windows of the car. Amidst the chaos, the CRPF personnel in the nearby camp (hardly 50 feet’s from the car) caught my injured son. They also dragged me out of the car. I was beaten and abused. The CRPF personnel where about to shoot me, when suddenly the local police arrived and rescued me. The police arrested me and I was taken to the Sadder police station in my own vehicle. On inquiring about my son, police at first consoled me and told that he is alive but injured, however, after some time, they received a wireless message from the Police Control Room that a   carpet businessman from Rawalpora has succumbed to his injuries. He was Mudasir. I was dumbstruck and shocked. My son was killed by the CRPF. He was taken in injured condition to the CRPF camp and shot in his chest. CRPF bullets killed him not the grenade as claimed by the CRPF”.
 Besides his son, Mudasir, he has three daughters. Mudasir had recently memorized the Holy Quran and all of the family members were about to go to Mecca for performing Umrah, a holy ritual of Muslims. He was busy in completing his passport formalities. Mudasir recently graduated from college and started his own carpet business. And now with Mudasir’s untimely death, their entire world has changed.
On being asked, what he is contemplating to do further? “I won’t file any case. It is a futile and endless exercise. What has happened in other cases? Injustice is prevalent everywhere in Kashmir,” said Farooq while carrying his deceased son’s picture in his hand. 
While speaking to The Informative Missive, Abdul Rashid Bhat (55), father of the slain Javaid Ahmad said: “On April 14, Javaid left his home in the morning as he had to go to the Hazratbal shrine to pay obeisance. It was the auspicious day of Friday Following of Eid-Milad-u-Nabi. Javaid by profession was a bus driver. He used to ply the vehicle on Lal Chowk - Harwan route. On the fateful day, he was on his way back to Harwan when the grenade explosion took place at Dalgate. He had crossed the blast site and had a narrow escape. But as soon as he reached Boulevard, few meters away from the blast site, the paramilitary forces started firing on his vehicle. One of the bullets found Javaid’s chest”.
While further narrating the incident Abdul Rashid said: “When my son received a bullet in the chest, he fell unconscious and lost control. The vehicle collided with a Maruti Car, which was parked nearby on the road. The passengers shouted at the driver for the collision, without knowing however, little did they know that the driver had died”.
Shahzada, mother of slain Javaid Ahmad mourns with tears rolling down her cheeks, “Javaid was my youngest son, but he shouldered most of the family commitments. After passing his 8th standard, he quit his studies because of the extreme poverty. He then began to drive the light passenger vehicles and started to support the family. Our hope is lost”.
She spoke with her soggy eyes, “Police lodged an FIR and stated in the report that the grenade explosion caused the death of Javaid, but in reality he was killed by the bullets of the paramilitary forces. Residents of Nishat protested against the killing. Some government and police officials visited our locality and assured that justice will be done. However, the police has not changed their statement. The case was hushed up and the police attributed grenade explosion as the cause of Javaid’s death”.
	“I can not tolerate the police statement. I have no access to the higher government authorities. I am suffering from asthma. My elder son often remains sick. Javaid was all I had, but the brutality and the callousness of the paramilitary forces snatched him from us. Javaid’s death haunts us every moment and life has become a burden for us”, laments Abdul Rashid, father of the slain boy.

FAMILY LOSES 3 MEMBERS IN 8 YEARS
Locals demand removal of CRPF picket
	On April 24 2006, when the entire media was focussed on the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly by-polls, a middle-class family in downtown Srinagar was mourning and cursing their fate. 
It was the day when tragedy re-visited the Bhat family of Khanyar. Two deaths in the family had already taken place, yet another member of the family got killed in a grenade explosion on the same spot. 
Abdul Aziz Bhat, 70, the head of the family, died instantly when suspected militants lobbed a grenade on a picket of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) near the famous shrine of Dastgeer Sahib in down town Srinagar. Ten others, including six paramilitary men, were injured in the attack. 
Aziz’s “sudden” death meant cries and sobs and reopening of old wounds for his family. Eight years ago in July 1998, Aziz’s nephew, Ali Muhammad Bhat, 50, was killed in a firing incident on the same spot where Aziz died. 
As the Bhats were coming to terms with life after Ali Muhammad’s death, another tragedy shook the family five years later. Ali Muhammad’s younger brother Ghulam Nabi was killed on September 15, 2003 in a grenade explosion, again at the same spot where Ali Muhammad was killed and now it was the turn of Abdul Aziz. 
“The spot, where we lost three beloved members of our family, has become a symbol of threat for our family”, Aijaz Ahmad Bhat told The Informative Missive. 
The Bhats blame presence of a paramilitary picket for the three deaths and many more in the area, once a hotbed of armed militancy. 
“Had there not been a paramilitary picket the untoward incidents would have never occurred”, laments Bashir Ahmad Bhat, the elder son of Aziz, as a stream of mourners continue to pour in. 
With Aziz’s death, the demand of removing the picket has gained momentum. Local residents say, “ We approached the concerned officials several times, asking them to remove this picket which has given us nothing but casualties and deaths”. 
“Not only three from the Bhat family but at least seven more civilians have lost their lives on this particular spot. Unfortunately no official has paid any heed to our requests so far”, said Ghulam Rasool Wani, a local resident. ”No militant was even captured or killed by the forces here, which is normally an official excuse for creating the pickets”, Wani said. 

LOCAL POLICEMAN ALLEGEDLY KILLED BY ARMY
	BANDIPORA, April 27: Thousands of people demonstrated against Army and the State government in Aragam, Bandipora, accusing the soldiers of 5 Jat Regiment of killing a local policeman and wounding his colleague and ransacking the houses of civilians in the hamlet of Aragam on April 25 evening. Army holds militants responsible for the shootout. 
             The residents allege that soldiers of a patrol party of 5 Jat went berserk when some children playing in Aragam teased them with anti-India and anti-Army slogans. The residents say that soldiers ransacked the houses and beat up many civilians, including women. 
The residents staged a demonstration and informed the local police station about the incident. A police party comprising few men were dispatched to the area. 
According to the residents, when the police party reached Aragam soldiers fired several rounds and consequent to it Nazir Ahmad of Uri, driver of the police vehicle, died on the spot when a bullet hit him. Another Constable Meraj-ud-Din was wounded. 
 	The protesters took the body of the constable in their custody and laid it in the courtyard of Jama Masjid, Aragam. For the whole night, the residents shouted slogans against Army and the state government and shouted slogans in favour of freedom from India. 
 	Early Thursday morning (April 27), the Sub-Divisional Police Officer and Station House Officer of Bandipora police station visited the area and later filed a case. A massive protest demonstration was held in the area against the killing of the policeman and alleged atrocities of the troops.
 	The Commanding Officer of 81 Mountain Brigade, S. D. Nayyar said, “after inquiring the facts we came to know that militants fired at the patrol party of the troops and the two policemen got hit.” 
He denied allegations of ransacking and said, “Kashmiris always blame soldiers for the actions of militants.” 

DISAPPEARANCES: A REPORT
¬	TWO MORE DISAPPEAR AFTER ARREST
On September 25,2000, two persons namely Firdous Ahmad Bavan (33) son of Late Ghulam Nabi resident of Buchwara, Dalgate, Srinagar and Mukhtar Ahmad Beigh son of Ghulam Nabi Beigh resident of Sonawar, Srinagar were allegedly arrested by the army. Since then, there whereabouts are unknown.
Firdous’s brother, Rouf Bavan, called on the office of the Public Commission on Human Rights and narrated the story of his brother’s disappearance.  
 	“September 25, 2000, at around 5pm, Firdous Ahmad was sitting in his provision store at Buchwara, Srinagar when army troops came there and whisked him away in their vehicle. We rushed to the Police Station Ram-Munshi Bagh and filed a report. The police lodged an FIR vide no. 143/2000, under section 365 RPC. I also went to the nearby army camps but could not find anything. In the intervening night of 26th and the 27th September, army raided our house and ransacked the household. However, they found nothing. Army again searched our house twice and again they got nothing. After the third search operation, the concerned DSP (Deputy Superintendent Police) visited our house and after that no further search was carried out,” told Rouf while talking to The Informative Missive.
  	“Firdous was associated with militancy in early 1990. He was working for the “Al-Umar”, a militant organization. In 1992, he was arrested and booked under PSA for two years. He was later released in 2004 and after that he disassociated himself from militancy. Firdous managed to get a loan of Rupees 2 lakhs from the local bank and opened a provision store at Buchwara. Firdous was doing well, living a peaceful life; however, after sometime, he was called to the army camp posted at B.B. Cantt. (Badami Bagh Cantonment), Sonawar, Srinagar, and was asked by the army to work as their informer which he refused. On the fateful day of September 25, 2000, army arrested Firdous and since then we know nothing about him”, said Rouf.
 Fatima, mother of Firdous has applied for the ex-gratia relief as well as benefit under SRO-43 of 1994. The State Human Rights Commission has recommended that an ex-gratia relief of Rupees 2 lakhs may be sanctioned in favour of Fatima, mother of Firdous, and employment in government service under SRO-43 to one of the family members of Firdous. However, neither the whereabouts of Firdous were revealed nor any relief has been given to the family.
 	 On the same day when Firdous was taken by the army (25th September 2000), another person, Mukhtar Ahmad was also arrested by the army at around 11.30 pm in Sonawar area of Srinagar. He was working as a wholesale dealer of cigarettes. Like Firdous, Mukhtar was also a released militant and since then, there is no information about him also. It is not known whether he is dead or alive! 
The parents of both the disappeared persons are filing a petition against the disappearances of their wards before the Jammu and Kashmir High Court. 
¬	STUDENT’S DISAPPEARANCE SPARKS MASSIVE PROTESTS
Handwara, April 25: Unknown gunmen, whom people believe to be working for security forces, allegedly subjected a student of 11th class to enforced disappearance. The student identified as Showkat Ahmad Lone, 17, son of Ghulam Ahmad of Sodal, Magam was kidnapped by some unknown security agency workers in presence of many people from Handwara bus stand on April 15. Since then his whereabouts are not known. 
	The disappearance sparked off agitations and there was a clash between protesters and the State police. 
Showkat’s family accuses the police for not taking serious note of the disappearance; however, the police deny the allegation.
“I think police knows well where my son is? They are concealing the whereabouts for the past 10 days. Police assured me they would find him but they are deceiving me”, Sara Begum, mother of Showkat alleged.  
“If my Showkat is dead, they should at least hand over his body. I want to see his face”, Sara Begum said pathetically. 
When the students and police were clashing on Handwara - Kulangam road, Sara Begum fainted. Villagers and students of Handwara blocked Srinagar- Handwara road for three hours. 
”Stop state terrorism” and “oppressors leave our Kashmir “were the slogans the demonstrators chanted. The protesters couldn’t be pacified and instead many of them boarded buses and trucks saying they would demonstrate in front of Deputy Commissioner’s office.
However, police lobbed teargas shells on the protesters and beat up the agitators with batons. The use of force failed to quell the demonstration, which continued for hours. Nearly a dozen students including girls fainted during the demonstration. 
The students threatened to launch a mass protest if the disappeared student was not traced out or released soon. 
The Superintendent of Police Handwara, Nitish Kumar, told that he had contacted all the security agencies in the district but they deny to have picked up any student”. 
“We have filed a missing report and we would find him soon,” he claimed. 
¬	STUDENT DISAPPEARS
Fifteen-year-old, Ishfaq Ahmad Peer, student of Darul-uloom (Islamic School) Hangwa, Handwara, district Kupwara of north Kashmir, disappeared mysteriously on 22 April 2006 while on his way to Darul-uloom where he was studying. Despite being searched in all suspected areas he is found nowhere.
¬	BUDGAM STUDENT MISSING
Meraj-ud-Din (student) son of Ali Muhammad hailing from Beerwah, Budgam went missing under mysterious circumstances since April 14 2006.
¬	THREE PERSONS DISAPPEAR UNDER MYSTERIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES
Three Kashmiri youth, including two school going children, have gone missing under mysterious circumstances since March 31 2006.
Inayat-Ullah Khanday, son of Muhammad Shafi of Khrew, a mobile company executive, and two school going children are missing since March 31 2006.
The two students were identified as 8th class student Qaisar Ahmed Wani son of Jalal Ud Din of Pampore and 7th class student, Shabir Ahmed, son of Abdul Karim.

MASS GRAVE UNEARTHED IN ISLAMABAD (ANANTNAG)
April 29: A mass grave has been found at a place where an interrogation center existed in 1990’s at Islamabad (Anantnag), Kashmir. Three bodies were found in the grave. 
According to the locals, the buried had been tortured to death during interrogation. The three could be among the list of many thousand men who have disappeared while in the custody of security agencies. 
The building of Gujjar Hostel in Islamabad was occupied by troops in 1992 and was later jointly taken by BSF and CRPF. The armed forces had converted the building into an infamous interrogation center, locals say.
 During the last days of his rule, former Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad Sayed laid foundation stone for construction of building between the interrogation centre and the hostel of nearby Degree College. The construction work started but was later stopped due to winter season.  Meanwhile, the armed forces had vacated the Gujjar Hostel, which is now functioning as Boys Higher Secondary School. 
When the work was re-started this year, the labourers removed two barricades erected by troops in the vicinity of the interrogation centre, now a school. The labourers of Jammu and Kashmir Projects and Construction Corporation (JKPCC) found three skeletal remains in a pit and got panicky. The news of the find spread across the area like wildfire. The locals expressed concern saying that no person was buried on the site prior to the occupation of the building by the troops. The people apprehend that the bodies might have been of the persons killed by troops during the interrogation. 
The bodies were later buried near the old hostel.

PATHRIBAL ENCOUNTER
5 ARMY MEN FOUND GUILTY
NEW DELHI, April 27: After three years of probe into the killing of innocent civilians on suspicion of being involved in Chittisinghpora massacre of 36 Sikhs, Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) indicted five army personnel for staging a fake encounter to kill the civilians and gave a clean chit to the State Police. The killing took place when then US President Bill Clinton was on visit in India.
The CBI, which was handed over the case in January 2003 by the State government, alleged that 7- Rashtriya Rifles personnel, Brigadier Ajay Saxena, Lt. Col. Brahendra Pratap Singh, Major Saurabh Sharma, Major Amit Saxena and Subedar Idrees Khan had staged a fake encounter and killed five innocent civilians labelling them militants responsible for carnage of Sikhs in Chittisinghpora in South Kashmir.
The 18-page CBI charge sheet said that after the gunning down of Sikh community members, the army unit operating in the area was under "tremendous psychological pressure" to show results because there was allegation of inefficiency and ineffectiveness on their part.
The CBI alleged the army personnel entered into a criminal conspiracy to pick up some innocent persons and stage-manage an encounter to create the impression that the militants responsible for the Chittisinghpora killings had been neutralized.
During CBI investigation, the army had claimed that it was the police, which had given them the information about the presence of militants, a statement denied by local police officers. The CBI found that Subedar Khan had handed over five bodies to Station House Officer Achabal with a Handing over Memo mentioning the names of three killed persons as Pakistani nationals and the other two as unknown.
The accused army men also showed fake recovery of arms and ammunition from the five deceased after obtaining signatures of two witnesses on blank papers.
Earlier, an official of National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) had directed the Jammu and Kashmir Government to communicate to it the status and result of the CBI investigation into the controversial killings.
The Central Forensic Sciences Laboratory, Kolkata and the Forensic Diagnostic Laboratory, Hyderabad, compared the DNA samples of the dead bodies with those of persons claiming to be their relatives.
However, reports from both laboratories revealed discrepancies in the samples as blood samples of some female relatives of the deceased were opined to be that of male origin. Consequently, fresh samples of the dead bodies and blood samples of their claimed relatives were collected by experts from Kolkata and Hyderabad and taken to the respective laboratories for DNA finger printing.
The state Government later appointed a one-man Commission of Justice G. A. Kuchhai to enquire whether the samples sent for DNA testing to the Kolkata laboratory were fake or spurious.
The Commission submitted its report in December 2002 after which the Government constituted a Cabinet Sub-Committee to examine the report for further action. In February this year, the Government communicated to the NHRC that the case had been referred to the CBI, which had communicated that investigation was at the final stage.

ONE MORE YOUTH FACED TORTURE
	SRINAGAR, April 18: The family members of twin brothers, Sameer Ahmad Sofi and Zameer Ahmad Sofi of Soura detained by police in connection with the serial bomb blasts in Srinagar on April 14 have alleged that police have severely tortured them in custody.
“The brothers who were produced in the court on April 18 said that they were severely tortured by the police during interrogation”, the family told, adding that torture marks were visible on their face.
                  Both of them, according to the family, were terrified. “They were in shock and continuously saying that they were falsely implicated in the April 14 bombings”, the family said. Other detained youth- Ishfaq Ahmad Bhat of Buchwara Dalgate, Imtiyaz Ahmad of Soura and Arif of Kawdara were also produced before the court.
                 The family members said Sameer was a student of 10th standard and Zameer Ahmad ran a shop. “They are innocent and don’t have any affiliation with any militant outfit”, the family members claim. 

TROOPS BEAT UP YOUTH
	SRINAGAR, April 21: The beating of a youth allegedly by troops during a cordon and search operation triggered violent demonstrations in South Kashmir’s Anantnag district.
            Locals said that soldiers of 1 RR launched a cordon and search at Yaripora, Kulgam. Troops arrested Aijaz Ahmad Lone son of Ghulam Hassan Lone and allegedly thrashed him with rifle butts, injuring him.
Seeing his condition people turned violent and shouted anti-army slogans and pelted stones on the troops.
            The troops thrashed also the protesters with bamboo sticks, injuring two of them who were identified as Muhammad Ramzan Shah, son of Ghulam Muhammad Shah, and Mudasir Ahmad Bhat, son of Ghulam Muhammad Bhat. Both are residents of Yaripora.
             The troops lifted the search operation after the incident. However, the demonstrations continued in the area, with people demanding action against them. 


ARMY LEAVES BEHIND LANDMINES AND WEEPING POPULACE
Aloosa Bandipora, a village 68 kilometers away from Srinagar in north Kashmir district of Baramulla lies on the banks of Asia’s largest sweet water lake Wullar. In 1992, army had occupied the land and houses of some residents of the Aloosa village for the construction of their camps. Army also planted land mines around the campsite. In 2004, army evacuated the area; however, they left the landmines behind leaving a visible death trap for the locals.
“Army occupied my house as they wanted to stay in it; I had no choice but to oblige. However, after sometime the house was gutted due to fire that broke out due to the mistake of the army,” said Fateh Mohammad, a resident of Aloosa village while talking to The Informative Missive. 
   	Another local, Ghulam Muhammad Mata, told: “I have a piece of land around a kanal, that has become barren. The 15-Rashtriya Rifles regiment of army occupied my land in the year 1992. I was using this land for the farming purpose, which was my livelihood. Adjacent to my land was the house of Mohammad Yousuf Mata and the army occupied that house.  The army erected a fence around my land. Initially the army allowed me to cultivate the crops, but a few months later, they barred me from using my land. Army planted landmines in order to avert any militant attack. I requested them not to plant the landmines but in return they replied if I took the responsibility that there would be no attack on army camp, they would not plant the landmines. The so called security providers were asking me to guarantee their safety”.
 	“No rent was given to me by the army or the government as I had asked for it many a times. Finally the army left the place in 2004 and shifted to another nearby village, Paribal, without removing the mines from my land. I requested them to remove them but they told that few years back, the camp had caught a fire and that fire destroyed a map in which they had kept the record of mine plantation. Without a map, they cannot remove the landmines. The army has left, leaving behind the landmines. I am facing extreme poverty and I could have used the land for my support but I feel helpless”, said Ghulam Muhammad while expressing his grievance.
 	 The other villagers whose land has been rendered useless due to the presence of landmines have similar complaints. 
 
	AIR FORCE SEEKS 7000 KANALS OF LAND IN AWANTIPORA
	SRINAGAR, April 16:  Armed forces have sought 7000 kanals of land for expansion of air force base in Awantipora, causing a stir among the villagers who say their livelihood would be snatched if the plan goes ahead.
	Official sources said that for the expansion of air force base, Awantipora, Defense Estates Office (DEO) Kashmir Circle has sent a requisition for seven thousand kanals of agricultural land in Awantipora area of south Kashmir’s Pulwama district in south Kashmir.
             Most of the land eyed by armed forces comprise of orchards and paddy fields. Its acquisition by the DEO would render hundreds of families jobless, say the residents of the villages. The villages where from the land would be given to the air force are Gulzarpora, Baigpora, Shala Tolina, Jungle Nar, Sonari Gund, Batapora and Ranzipora. The DEO has sent a requisition to Deputy Commissioner (DC) Pulwama for the acquisition of land and had “asked him to furnish relevant revenue documents”.
              “State government is bound to provide land to Government of India”, said DC Pulwama. The proposed land transfer to the armed forces has sown the seeds of discontent among the villagers. “The deal is in its final stages and negotiations on price are going on between revenue authorities and DEO. The DC Pulwama told us in a meeting that DEO has requisitioned for seven thousand kanals while ‘I am trying to settle for four thousand kanals’. If our land is snatched from us it will make thousands of people unemployed,” Abdul Majid Parray of Awantipora said.
       	“Our area is already backward and about one thousand kanals of land was taken by the railway authorities. Our economy is dependent on agriculture and government wants to snatch our bread and butter”, a villager groaned.
        	 Muhammad Subhan, a resident of Gulzarpora said, “Government says we would be paid compensation for the land, but for how long we can survive on that. The compensation are peanuts. My family consisting of 18 members is dependent entirely on agriculture. If my land is snatched away, how will I feed my huge family? Since the day I heard that DEO is going to acquire our land, I can’t even sleep well”.
      	Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, Basharat Ahmad Dar acknowledged of having received a requisition for land from the   revenue authorities. “But it is a long process. Unless, people won’t give consent, land cannot be acquired. After their consent, I have to give the consent then it will go to the Home Department”, Dar said.
	Deputy Commissioner Pulwama, Lateef Zaman Deva confirms that requisition for seven thousand kanals of land has come from the DEO authorities.
       	Deva told, “The project is in its infancy. No acquisition can take place unless we give ‘No Objection Certificate (NOC)’. We have to assess the genuine requirement of forces and also we have to take the public interests into consideration as well”.
However, Deva said state government is bound to provide land to government of India.
              “We should be convinced that the acquisition is inevitable and there is no alternative. Then, we would give the NOC and submit report to the government. It is a big project,” Deva reiterated.

ARMY CLAIMS 3,000 KANALS FROM CATTLE RESEARCH STATION	
	SRINAGAR, April 23: The Cattle Research Station (CRS) at Manasbal is probably a unique experimental facility of its own. Laboratories, sheds and other buildings, overlooking the majestic Manasbal Lake, coexist with army bunkers, barracks, barbed fences and checkpoint. Built over an area of approximately 3000 kanals (375 acres), army occupied the Station in 1991 and after asserting proprietary rights is now asking the state government to vacate the land.
                 In case of the likely transfer, the government would be compelled to give up an ambitious development project aimed at producing high quality exotic Jersey germplasm for genetic improvement of the cattle in the three divisions of the state, the authorities of Sheri-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences and Technology (SKUAST) said.
                “On the request of the troops, the authorities had allowed construction of a few bunkers in 1991. They were occupying a few strips and fringes but gradually they began to construct barracks and consolidate their positions. It is ironic that army is now calling us encroachers”, told SKUAST Vice-Chancellor. 

FAKE SURRENDER DRAMA
	SRINAGAR, April 20: The Jammu and Kashmir police have summoned two senior army officials for investigations into the fake surrender case of 2005.
            	Police on March 29, 2006 had sent letters to the GOC-IN-C of the Northern Command in Udhampur and the Army Headquarters in New Delhi, informing them that Brigadier J. S. Bhatti of the Intelligence and Field Service Unit (IFSU) and Colonel Sanjay Thakur of 9 Para were wanted in connection with the investigations into the fake surrender of 27 Kashmiri youth at Nagrota in Jammu on November 9 2005.
           	The surrender drama took place in presence of Director General of Police (DGP) Gopal Sharma and Lt. Col. Ashok Kumar of Jammu based 16 Corps.
      	The letter had been sent from the office of Inspector General of Police (IGP) Kashmir K. Rajindra Kumar.
 	When contacted, Kumar told that the letter must have gone. I don’t recall. There is nothing wrong in it.
    	“I have to check up with my office. So many letters are sent from my office daily and it is difficult to recall each correspondence. In any case, the matter is under investigation”, the IGP added.
           	The letter further said all these youth were unemployed and had been promised jobs by some Congress party leaders.
         	However, they were later put up at “secret and safe place”, apparently at a farmhouse in New Delhi, for about six months and then produced before the authorities at the time of surrender drama in November 2005.
            	On August 17 2005, the Nambardar of Batapora in Budgam district, Ghulam Nabi Ganai, lodged a complaint with the police that 27 youth of his village were taken away some months ago by three local leaders of the Congress party Bashir Ahmed Golu, Mohammad Maqbool Malla and Nazir Ahmed Bhat with the promise of employment.
            	In his complaint, Ganai has complained that said since then there was no news about the missing youth.
                 The police later swung into action and arrested all the three Congress party leaders. Police have registered a case. 

 

‘84% TROOPS IN JAMMU AND KASHMIR ARE STRESSED’
JAMMU, April 20: An official research on Indian Army personnel, engaged in Jammu and Kashmir State for internal security, diagnosed that about 34 percent security personnel are under severe stress and 50 percent are moderately stressed.
	As per the study, the soldiers deployed in Jammu and Kashmir are working under stress leading to some major problems including suicides and attacks on their own colleagues. The high level of stress has affected their performance, the study published in the Industrial Psychiatry Journal said.
	It said that around 28 percent were clinically depressed, 39.5 percent had become alcoholics. Indian Army Headquarters receive fortnightly reports about soldiers killing their colleagues or commit suicides. No official figures of suicides by soldiers posted in Jammu and Kashmir are available, but sources claimed that around 100 soldiers every year committed suicide in 2003, 2004 and 2005 respectively.
	The study, ‘Impact of low intensity conflict operations on service personnel by a six-member team cited five primary causes of stress: low-intensity war environment, anticipation of operations, working environment, operational hazards and domestic problems.
	The army has just two stress- relief stations (rest and rehabilitation centers), one on the high-altitude Bhalu Ridge and another in the transit camp. However, these stations are activated only during summer when soldiers from high – stress belts are brought there to relax.
	The study says 24 percent were stressed about the futility of continuous low-intensity conflict without the support of the local and civil administration. About 63.5 experienced stress on witnessing militants and colleagues being killed or wounded.

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS IN THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

The total number of civilians, security forces and militants killed during the period 01.01. 2005 – 06 till 31.01.2006 is as under: - 

2005     
2006
TOTAL 
Civilians killed 
556
13
569
SF killed
244
09
253
Militants killed
917
47
964
During the same period 312 ex-gratia relief cases of civilians were settled, while 194 cases are under process for completion of the various formalities required. 
The Year-wise details of ex-gratia relief granted on account of deaths, injury, property damage and migrant property damage cases from 1989 to date  

S. No. 
Year 
No of death cases settled 
Amount involved 
No. of injured cases settled 
Amount Involved 
No. of property damage cases 
Amount involved 
Migrant property damaged 
1.	
1989-90
10
250000.00
17
51000.00
51
217900.00
Cases settled since 1990 till date 
Amount Involved 
2.	
1990-91 
48
3085000.00
21
48500.00
159
6308649.00
1737
99897465.00
3.	
1991-92
72
6550000.00
33
373500.00
152
9573387.00


4.	
1992—93
58
5750000.00
23
277500.00
159
5372500.00


5.	
1993-94
127
12700000.00
30
200000.00
89
6300000.00


6.	
1994-95
98
9800000.00
85
1365000.00
126
3874818.00


7.	
1995-96
181
18100000.00
68
1137500.00
88
7462500.00


8.	
1996-97
203
20300000.00
137
1244000.00
130
8141447.00


9.	
1997-98
211
21100000.00
70
1169000.00
160
8928198.00


10.	
1998-99
86
8600000.00
50
924500.00
109
5688117.00


11.	
1999-00
267
27500000.00
66
1173500.00
138
9526500.00


12.	
2000-01
252
25900000.00
156
2637500.00
297
12718364.00


13.	
2001-02
229
22900000.00
184
26266000.00
203
14242191.00


14.	
2002-03
218
21800000.00
146
1253000.00
116
7222807.00


15.	
2003-04
152
15200000.00
129
1075000.00
61
3725000.00


16.	
2004-05
121
12100000.00
102
713000.00
39
2185467.00


17.	
4/2005 till date
83
8300000.00
68
381000.00
53
2255835.00



G. Total 
2416
240010000.00
1358
16649500.00
2130
113743680.00
1737
99897465.00

INFORMATION FROM THE QUESTION HOUR SESSION OF THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR STATE ASSEMBLY 2006

2400 (locals and foreigners) persons are lodged in different jails within and outside the State. 
There are no detenues against whom no case has been established.  
There is only one political person ex-MLA namely Gul Mohd Akhoon @ Gul Rafiqui son of Abdul Khalid resident of Mohalla Chakhandan, Kulgam (Anantnag district) who is lodged in Central jail, Srinagar under Public Safety Act. He was arrested on 20.05.2005 in case FIR No.s 98/2005 Police Station Bijbehara and 265/92 of Police Station Jammu City for having close links with Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) militants. He provided his official vehicle (Gypsy) for transporting a dreaded militant of HM outfit from Bijbehara to Attari Railway Station (Punjab) where he managed his entry to Pakistan occupied Kashmir on a fake passport after commission of crime in the valley.
The details of year wise number of persons killed by the militants in Tral constituency of district Pulwama since the eruption of the militancy is given as under:
S. No. 
Year
No. of persons killed
1.	
1990
05
2.	
1991
13
3.	
1992
29
4.	
1993
28
5.	
1994
34
6.	
1995
33
7.	
1996
45
8.	
1997
18
9.	
1998
34
10.	
1999
14
11.	
2000
20
12.	
2001
26
13.	
2002
24
14.	
2003
32
15.	
2004
27
16.	
2005
23
17.	
2006
02 (ending February 06)

In Tral, there are 317 persons in whose favour ex-gratia relief has been sanctioned.
There are 37 cases in which the verifications are pending.
Cases who have not applied for ex – gratia are 53.
SRO cases in Tral
Jobs provided under SRO 43 = 99
Under process / verification = 52

 Not applied/ initiated on account of eligibility and dependency  = 256
In Jammu and Kashmir, there are 4316 SRO 43 cases which are still pending till date.
District wise total number of SRO-43 cases pending is given below:
S.No.
District
No. of pending cases
01
Jammu
24
02
Kathua
12
03
Udhampur
236
04
Doda
414
05
Rajouri
274
06
Poonch
123
07
Anantnag
509
08
Pulwama
235
09
Budgam
265
10
Srinagar
720
11
Baramulla
799
12
Kupwara
690
13
Kargil
09
14
Leh
06

Total
4316

REGARDING DISAPPEARANCES AND CUSTODIAL KILLINGS

The total number of disappeared persons registered in the State is 693. As per the standing rules next of kins of missing persons are entitled to Rs. 1.00 lakh as 
ex-gratia relief after fulfilling all codal formalities. Ex- gratia in favour of 332 cases has been sanctioned. The remaining cases will be decided on the merit of each case and completion of requisite formalities.
Between 1-1-2004 and 15 –2-2006 four cases of disappearances and 15 cases of custodial killings involving 18 persons were registered in the State. The year wise details are as under:


2004
2005
2006
Total
a) Cases of disappearance
i) Persons involved
03

03
01

01
-----

------
04

04
b) Cases of custodial killings
i) Persons involved
07

09
06

07
02

02
15

18

The details / particulars of each person and number of probes ordered are as:
Disappearance Cases

S.No.
Name of victim
Date of occurrence
Case FIR No. and offences under law
Particular of accused with Unit details
Status of cases
01.
Mohammad Yousuf Kumar S/o Abdul Razaq Kumar R/o Pogal
14.01.2004
15/04 u/s 365,343,RPC P/S Banihal
23 RR
Under investigation
02.
Manzoor Ahmad Mir S/o Gh. Nabi R/o Sail Chersoo, Awantipora
13.09.2004
146/04 u/s 364,342, P/S Awantipora
CRPF
Case under investigation
03.
Ab. Rashid Shabangi S/o Syed Ali R/o Malik Pora Haril
24.10.2004
106/04 u/s 346, 109, RPC P/S Kral Khud
30 RR
Case under investigation
04.
Firdous Ahmad S/o Ab. Rehman R/o Lajoora, Pulwama
06.06.2005
82/05 u/s 364,302 RPC P/S Awantipora

As per report subject was kidnapped and killed by some unknown militants. Case under investigation
Custodial Killings

S.No.

Name of victim
Date of occurrence
Case FIR No. and offences under law
Particular of accused with Unit details
Status of cases
01
Faiz Akbar S/o Said Akbar R/o Londi, Dundhak Poonch
15.02.2004
18/2004 u/s 302, 307 RPC P/S Surankote
Army jawan. Sepoy Rajiv Orang
Case challaned
02
Ab. Rashid Bhat S/o Mehda Bhat R/o Sozeth, Budgam
17.02.2004
20/2004 u/s 302 RPC 7/27 AA P/S Magam
Unknown masked gunman
Case closed as untraced
03
Gh. Mohammad Mir S/o Khair Mir R/o Naristan, Tral Pulwama
23.02.2004
9/2004 u/s 342 302 RPC P/S Tral
Major S. Rastogi of 42 RR camp Yangwani, Tral
Case completed as challan and is under process in the police department for government sanction
04-05
1. Syed Md. Yaseen Shah S/o Md. Ayub Shah
2. Md. Anwar Shah S/o Md. R/o Chount Waliwar Ganderbal
20.04.2004
21/2004 u/s 307 RPC 7/25 AA P/S Lalpora
18RR
Case under investigation
06-07
1.Gh. Md. Naik S/o Habib-ullah
2.Ab. Rashid Kuttay S/o Juma Kuttay R/o Badi Jehlan D.H. Pora, Kulgam
05.07.2004
165/2004 u/s 307 RPC 7/27 AA P/S Qazigund
1.Captain SGS Shaker
2.N.K. Mohammad Rafiq
3.N.K. Bhawar Lal
4.RFN Pawan Kumar of 9RR camp Devsar
Case under investigation. Magisterial enquiry also ordered. The complaint lodged before SHRC closed as not proved by the SHRC.
08
Md. Younis Khan S/o Md. Yousuf R/o Kamah Kupwara
29.09.2004
50/2004 u/s 302 RPC P/S Karnah
5/1 GR
Case closed as untraced
09
Javed Ahmed Mir S/o Md. Jabar R/o Wakharwan, Pulwama
22.09.2004
339/2004 u/s 302 RPC P/S Pulwama
16 Bn. B.S.F
Case under investigation. Magisterial enquiry also ordered
10
Abdul Gani Dar S/o md. Ramzan Dar R/o Check Kawoosa, Budgam
19.01.2005
Magisterial enquiry ordered
The victim was arrested in case FIR No. 162/2004 u/s 302 RPC 7/27 AA P/S Magam during investigation of the case the said person died in SOG Camp Magam
Enquiry being conducted by ADC Magam
11-12
1.Mukhtar Ahmad Bhat S/o Gani Bhat R/o Bandpaw Shopian.
2.Md. rafiq Ganai S/o Ab. Gani R/o Arahgam Shopian Pulwama
25/26.02.2005
26/05 u/s 305 RPC 7/25 AA P/S Shopian
17 JAK Rif
Case under investigation. Magisterial enquiry also ordered
13
Shakoor Ahmad Deva S/o Rafiq Ahmad R/o Shopian Pulwama
04.06.2005
133/05 u/s 302 RPC P/S Shopian Pulwama
Major Krishna of 44RR
Case under investigation.
14
Zahoor Ahmad Wani S/o Gh. Mohidin R/o Hazratbal,Srinagar
8/9.06.2005
Magisterial enquiry ordered
The subject was arrested in case FIR No. 77/2005 u/s 376,302,120 B RPC P/S Khanyar during intervening night of 8/9.06.2005, he committed suicide in the lock up.
Magisterial enquiry also ordered
15
Mushtaq Ahmad Bhat S/o Gh. Qadir R/o Bhaboor Doda
27.08.2005
108/05 u/s 309 RPC P/S Doda
P/S Doda arrested the subject in a theft case. He ripped his stomach with a shaving blade inside the toilet and died
Magisterial enquiry case under investigation
16
Sajad Ahmad badroo S/o Gul Md. R/o Sehpora Dooru Anantnag
28.10.2005
147/05 u/s 302,109 RPC P/S Dooru
49 RR
Case under investigation
17
Mushtaq Ahmad Ganai S/o Ab. Ahad R/o Adlach Magam Tehsil Pahalgam, Anantnag
09.01.2006
6/06 u/s 302 RPC P/S Pahalgam
3RR
Case under investigation
18
Ab. Majid Parray S/o Gh. Rasool R/o Indarkot, Sumbal, Baramulla
13.01.2006
10/06 u/s 302 RPC P/S Sumbal
------
Case under investigation
SHRC STATEMENTS
RELEASE FOREIGN MILITANTS: SHRC
SRINAGAR, April 1: State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) has asked the state government to release foreign militants under detention who have completed their sentence but were still languishing in the jails. 
In a letter to Chief Minister, SHRC Chairman, 
Justice (retired) A.M. Mir, said it was the need of the hour that the foreign militants who have completed their sentence be released keeping in view the present Indo- Pakistan relations and the dialogue process between the two countries.

SITUATION UNDER CONTROL
SHRC chief calls for restraint by forces
Srinagar, April 4: Justifying use of force by armed forces in the early nineties to crush militancy, which was supported by mass uprising against the established rule, the SHRC Chairman Justice (retired) A.M. Mir stressed on security agencies to maintain restrain in “the changed security scenario where everything is under control”. He was speaking at the inaugural function of a debate “Effective Governance-Respect Human Rights and Not Terrorism is the Answer to Terrorism,” organized by Jammu and Kashmir Police. 

MINORS IN JAILS
NHRC SEEKS COMMENT FROM JAMMU AND KASHMIR GOVERNMENT
NEW DELHI, April 7:  Taking cognizance of a news report that minors are languishing in Jammu and Kashmir jails, the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has asked the state government to submit its comments on the issue within two weeks.
               The commission has directed that a copy of the news item be sent to Jammu and Kashmir Chief Secretary and IG Prison to look into the allegations.
                The report indicated that inmates belonging to various age groups were serving sentences in various jails in Jammu.
Besides the minors, some inmates above the age of 60 years are also languishing in the jails, it said.
                  It was reported that the High Court Bar Association after visiting the jails of the Jammu Division, had submitted a report revealing that 275 people, including Pakistani and Afghan nationals are lodged in Kot Bhalwal jail under the Public Safety Act (PSA).
                  The report said that three persons aged 16 years; Gowhar Ahmed Bhat, Wasim Raja Dar and Jalaluddin Shah are lodged in jails.

CRPF BLAMES STRESS FOR CM HOUSE SHOOTOUT
JAMMU, April 4: Director General (DG) Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), J. K. Sinha, attributed stress among the forces for the shootout at Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad’s residence in Jammu on Monday night in which three troopers were killed. 
	“Stress would have been the cause in killing of colleagues by the jawan,” told Sinha.

SUICIDES BY TROOPS
¬	SOLDIERS COMMIT SUICIDE
	Lance Naik Gopi Nath of 138 Dogra Regiment shot himself with his service rifle on April 6 at Uri, Kashmir. He died on the spot. The cause of the soldier’s suicide couldn’t be ascertained.
                On April 5, 2006, another soldier committed suicide by shooting himself with his official weapon in Rajouri district.
                Identified as Muhammad Fareed posted with a unit of Territorial Army in Palma area of Rajouri, the soldier fired five rounds from his service weapon causing his death. 

¬	BSF OFFICER COMMITS SUICIDE
SRINAGAR, April 20: A Border Security Force (BSF) officer committed suicide in a camp in the central Kashmir district of Budgam on April 20.
             They said Inspector Chander Paul, a resident of Bulandshahar, Uttar Pradesh, hanged himself at Sub-Training Center at Humhama.
              Police have registered a case. The cause of his extreme step could not be ascertained immediately.
 
ARMY STOPS IGP’S CAR
POLICE FILES FIR
SRINAGAR, April 6: Police filed a case against the captain of 152 Territorial Army in Police station Kothibagh for stopping the motorcade of Inspector General of Kashmir Police (IGP) on April 5 evening.
                  IGP the higher ranking police official of the valley and considered to be the most hawkish counter-insurgency police officer- was on his way for some important assignment on April 5 evening when his motorcade was stopped by the army captain of 152 Territorial Army near Radio Kashmir Crossing. An Army convoy was passing on the road at that time.
                 The policemen accompanying the IGP explained to the captain about the urgency of the situation and asked him to allow the cavalcade to pass by, a top police official said. “However, the captain’s behavior was rude and he stopped the police vehicles for ten minutes”, a top police official said pleading anonymity.
Later, an FIR No. 31/2006 was filed in Kothibagh police station.
Defence spokesman, Lt. Col. V.K. Batra told, “ The traffic was curtailed for some time when the army convoy was passing through Radio Kashmir crossing. The army officer stopped the police cavalcade and saluted the       IGP and requested him to wait for two minutes, as only two more army vehicles had to pass by. I talked to the IGP and he termed the incident as routine and not serious”.

NEWS IN BRIEF
¬	¬	SIX INJURED IN LAND MINE BLAST
On April 25,2006, six persons were injured when a Sumo vehicle was blown up in a mine blast at Lolab in the frontier district of Kupwara in north Kashmir around 90 kilometers from Srinagar city. 
 	The commuters were rushed to the hospital where their condition was declared stable.
¬	3766 FAMILIES AFFECTED DUE TO BORDER FENCING IN J&K
Jammu and Kashmir Government on March 31 stated about 3766 families have been affected by the border fencing and said their compensation cases are under process.
The Minister for Consumer Affairs and Public Distribution, Mohammad Hakim Yasin, disclosed the fact in the Legislative Council.
He said 3766 families have been affected and para-military forces in the border areas have occupied 14, 939 kanals of land. No rent is being paid to the affected families as the cases are under acquisition proceedings.
¬	BE CAUTIOUS WHILE MOVING AT NIGHT: ARMY
SRINAGAR, April 5:  Army has urged civilians to exercise “maximum caution” while moving during nights. On April 5, a defence spokesman said: “with the onset of summer and approaching harvest season, there is an unavoidable increase in the movement of civilians at night. However, given the existing security environment, we request the civilian population to exercise maximum caution”.
 He said, movement by night should be carried out   “only if absolutely necessary”. Whenever such movement is unavoidable it would be prudent to give information about the movement to the security forces camps in and around the area in advance to avoid any untoward incident”.
 “We further urge the civilian population to carry properly lit lanterns or ‘Mashals’ so that their identity can be established by the security forces”, the spokesman said”.
¬	10 ‘ENEMY AGENTS’ FOUND NOT GUILTY AFTER 10-YEAR OF DETENTION
SRINAGAR, April 6: Ending ordeal of 10 detainees who were arrested a decade ago and booked under Arms Act and Enemy Agents Ordinance, the review judge in the Ordinance has set aside   order of the designated Judge and acquitted the accused from the charges of Enemy Agents Act.
            However, the court has upheld their conviction under Arms Act for which they have already undergone 10 years of imprisonment.
¬	POLICEMEN ABDUCT DRIVER AND SNATCH CAR
SRINAGAR, April 5: A car driver was ruthlessly beaten and his vehicle taken away allegedly by the policemen on April 5.
Altaf Ahmed Mir of Chattergam, Chadoora, who was driving a Santro car (JK04/9097) was stopped by three policemen near Lal Ded Hospital and whisked away to Chanapora locality where he was thrashed and later thrown out of his car. The uniformed gunman whisked away from the spot along with the car.
¬	DEPUTY SPEAKER DEMANDS PROBE
SRINAGAR, April 7:  The arrest and torture of the father of a surrendered militant has evoked sharp criticism from people of Baharabad, Ganderbal with Deputy Speaker of Legislative Assembly demanded probe into the incident.
Residents said Ghulam Muhammad (18) son of Sanaullah Bhat had surrendered before the Army some two months ago. They said troops handed him over to the police and he was kept under custody for one week and later on released.
Residents said that a week ago, Ghulam Muhammad was asked by Special Task Force (STF) to present himself before them. Frightened, the youth didn’t turn up on the due date inviting wrath of STF, who arrested his father Sanaullah Bhat and tortured him severely, causing serious injuries to him.
Deputy Speaker of Legislative Assembly, Muhammad Akbar Lone has condemned the STF’s action describing it as worst human rights abuse. He has asked the Chief Minister to order probe into the incident.
¬	PROTEST AGAINST SUMBAL TORTURE
SRINAGAR, April 8: Protests were held in Sumbal against third degree torture of a youth, namely, Sona Ullah Bhat, who was released in a battered condition after his arrest by the troops.
¬	PROTESTS AGAINST ATROCITIES
SRINAGAR, April 13: Residents of Batmaloo, Srinagar on April 13 staged protest demonstrations against the troops, accusing them of harassing locals during evening hours.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Some days back a picket was targeted in the area with a grenade and since then the protesters alleged that the troops have been harassing the civilians.
¬	SERIAL BOMBINGS IN SRINAGAR
SRINAGAR, April 14: Five persons including two women died and about 5 others including 9 soldiers and five policemen were wounded in seven grenade explosions at various places across Srinagar city.
¬	15 INJURED, INCLUDING 10 STUDENTS, IN A GRENADE BLAST
Srinagar, April 24: Fifteen people, including 10 students, were injured in a grenade explosion in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district. 
Reports said suspected militants hurled a grenade on troops of paramilitary Border Security Force at main market Tral in Pulwama district on 24th afternoon. The grenade missed the intended target and exploded on the roadside injuring 15 people, 10 of them schoolchildren. 
The blast was followed by indiscriminate firing in the air by troops causing panic in the entire area. Witnesses said injured persons were lying in a pool of blood and crying for help. 
Five seriously injured were referred to Srinagar hospital for treatment. 
¬	SEVEN TOURISTS AMONG 16 INJURED IN A GRENADE BLAST
SRINAGAR, April 27: Sixteen persons including seven tourists were injured when some unknown gunmen exploded a grenade in Pahalgam, the famous tourist resort of Kashmir. 
¬	5 CIVILIANS ARRESTED
Srinagar April 29: Troops of counterinsurgency Rashtriya Rifles and police arrested five civilians, including a teacher, during separate raids in south Kashmir’s Islamabad (Anantnag) district. 
 	Troops of 36 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) arrested Ghulam Qadir Pathan, a Water Works Department employee and schoolteacher, Muhammad Shafi Wagay, son of Khazir Muhammad, in Manzgam village of Kokernag area. 
Two more civilians, Ghulam Rasool Bhat, son of Ghulam Qadir, and Abdus Salam Bhat, son of Ghulam Qadir, were arrested from Mir Danter village. 
A police party from Srinagar picked up Javed Ahmed Zargar son of Abdus Salam, a resident of Malakhnag, Islamabad, during a search operation at Qazigund, Kashmir. 



Date
Custodial and Extra Judicial Killings 
Women Killed 
Children Killed 
Reported Disappearances 
April 7
-
1
-
-
April 8
-
1
-
-
April 9
-
1
-
-
April 11
-
-
-
1
April 14
-
2
2
1
April 15
-
-
-
1
April 17
-
-
-
1
April 22 
-
-
-
1
April 25
-
-
-
1
April 26
-
-
-
1
April 19
2
-
-
-
TOTAL
2
5
2
7









KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF APRIL

Date 
Troops 
Militants 
Civilians 
Others 
April 01
1
3
-
-
April 02
-
2
-
-
April 03
-
2
2
1 Municipal Councilor 
April 04
3
-
-
-
April 05
1
-
-
1 Municipal Councilor
April 06
-
-
-
1 Government- gunmen-turned-politician
April 07
-
-
3
-
April 08
-
-
-
1 foreign tourist 
April 09
-
-
3

April 10
-
3
1
-
April 11
1
2
-
1 police cook 
April 12
-
5
-
1 IB official 
April 13
-
2
1
1 VDC
April 14
-
3
5
-
April 15
-
1
-
-
April 16
2
2
-
-
April 17
-
2
1
-
April 18
2
3
-
-
April 19
1
-
1
-
April 20
1
-
1
       2 General Reserve Engineering Force
April 21
-
2
-
-
April 22
-
3
1
-
April 23
-
3
1
-
April 24
3
1
2
-
April 25
2
-
-
-
April 26
-
-
-
-
April 27
1
-
-
-
April 28
-
-
-
1 CPI (M) worker
April 29
-
1
1
-
April 30
-
1
4
-
TOTAL 
18
41
27
10

CHRONOLOGY

April 1: Three militants and a soldier were killed in different violence related incidents across the state.
April 2:  Two civilians were killed in different violence related incidents across the state
April 3:  Three civilians including a municipal councilor and two militants were killed in different violence related incidents 
across the state.
April 4: Three CRPF (Central Reserve Paramilitary Force) personnel were killed by their colleague at the Chief Minister’s 
official residence in Jammu.
April 5: A Municipal councilor and a police head constable were killed in different violence related incidents across the state    
April 6: A Government- gunmen-turned-politician was killed in a violence related incident in valley.
April 7: Three civilians were killed in separate incidents of violence. 
April 8: Dead body of a Chinese tourist was recovered from Nageen lake after 15 days. She was abducted by unknown person.    
April 9: Three members of a family including two brothers were killed in different violence related incidents across the state.    
April 10:  Three militants including one HM militant and a civilian were killed in various incidents of violence. 
April 11: Two militants, a police cook and a SPO were killed in different violence related incidents across the state    
April 12:  An Intelligence Bureau officer and five militants were killed in different violence related incidents across the state.    
April 13:  Two militants, one civilian and a VDC (Village Defense Committee) member were killed in different violence related 
incidents across the state.    
April 14:  Three militants including one HM militant and five civilians including two boys, two women, a carpenter  of Punjab 
and four militants were killed in different violence related incidents across the state.                                                   
April 15:  A militant was killed in a violence related incident across the state.  
April 16: Two militants and two security guards were killed in different violence related incidents across the state. 
April 17:  Two civilians and a militant were killed in separate violence related incidents in Doda district.
April 18: Three militants and two security forces personnel were killed in different violence related incidents across the valley. 
April 19:  A policeman and a civilian were killed in separate violence related incidents across the state.
April 20:  Two GREF (General Reserve Engineering Force) personnel, an army man and a civilian were killed in separate violence 
related incidents across the state.
April 21:  Two militants were killed in separate violence related incidents across the state. 
April 22:  A civilian and three militants including an HM commander were killed in different violence related incidents across 
the state.
April 23: Three militants of LeT outfit and a civilian were killed in violence related incidents across the state. 
April 24: Two civilians, one Border Security Force personal, two Special Police Officers and one HM militant were killed in separate 
incidents of violence. 
April 25:Two SPOs and one HM militant were killed in violence related incidents across the state. 
April 26: No incident of killing reported. 
April 27: One policeman allegedly killed by troops in Bandipora area of north Kashmir. 
April 28: A CPI (M) worker was killed in a violence related incident across the state.
April 29: A battalion commander of HM and a civilian were killed in different violence related incidents across the state. 
April 30: Four civilians and one LeT militant were killed in various incidents of violence. 



