EXPECTATIONS

The perception that human rights organizations have problems with only government is not always true. Besides facing difficulties form the government while highlighting and documenting the human rights violations, the difficulties from the people ironically whom one wants to help is also enormous.  The purpose of the documentation and dissemination is to expose the excesses, believing only it can minimize or stop it and the purpose of providing free legal assistance to the victims’ is that they are too poor to litigate. But the victims have over expectations. Without understanding the objectives and limitations of the organization they are only eager to get ex gratia relief. 

According to our study 90 % of the victims of enforced disappearances, custodial deaths, torture etc are only after relief through administrative or judicial measures. Only less than 5 % relatives/ victims are eager to take perpetrators to justice. This relief obsession has caused anguish amongst the elite who believe that people are compromising for pittance and are receiving relief from the perpetrators / govt. It is a national shame they believe. They only assail without coming forward to provide the same to them as mostly the victims are from underdog community. Victims cannot understand the difference between the justice and the relief most of them feel content with the pittance because it is addressing their immediate problems. 

Resenting this obsession even the civil society has withdrawn at many occasions. For example the Handwara Bar Association which was very proactive in the molestation case of one Haseena Akthar by Special Operation Group (SOG) personnel which paralyzed the town for weeks but was reactive in the rape case of Baderpayeen. They were disappointed that the victims finally compromise and let them down. In Baderpayeen case, which triggered the high profile agitation throughout the valley ended up in a “compromise” by Abdul Rashid husband of Aashia Begum who finally agreed sending his two children to Bangalore for studies on government expenses. Now the people in the village consider him as traitor, a sell-out. Realistically speaking, the acceptance of such things shouldn’t be disapproved. If civil society fails to do they have no right to question. It is the victim’s prerogative. The right lies only to them and none else. Contention that after huge agitations and involvement of public the decision cannot be taken by the victim alone is untenable. The acceptance of ex gratia relief is taxpayers’ money and the govt. is only custodian. It is a minor problem. The major problem is when the victims feel content only on relief, which could be accepted as a reparations and a part of justice. It is frustrating for human right defenders (HRD) when the victims refuse to follow cases for prosecution and if one is eager they lack interest with the result that the cases in the courts move without follow up. People also have now no faith on the institutions. 

The distrust of the people sometime make human rights campaign also difficult and discouraging for example when the families of the disappeared persons were requested to give the photographs of the disappeared persons to a journalist compiling his book on enforced disappearances. The families perceive that the photographs have been misused (obviously for funding) so was the case with signature campaign (APDP in 2001 launched a signature campaign of the relatives of victims of enforced disappearances) most of the illiterate signed that and followed by misperception the forms they have signed is also for fund raising. One can understand it from an illiterate and uneducated victim but sometimes the problem are from well-educated people in an instance where a person severely tortured by the army was helped by then a human rights defender to record his interview with a BBC correspondent. Taking pity on his condition, the correspondent paid him some money and after 3-4 days the victim along with few of his well-educated relatives stormed inside the house of human right defender alleging that he has withhold the money received from the correspondent which was to be paid to the victim. The lawyer had to curse himself for helping him. It is not a single instance people wishing to help other invariably stay away not to be malign later. It is a cultural problem, as one wit says, if you pullout a countryman from a well his first expression will be, how much you have got for this. 

Elitists are critical for anything good which is being done. Majority of the elites are complainers not the doers and those who are doers seldom complain. One elite relaxing under a shadow of a Chinar at Sadder Court Bar Association busy in usual gossip while looking at Editor asked sarcastically “none of your relative has disappeared why are you doing it” (he meant the organising of the APDP) “because mine shouldn’t disappeared was Editor’s polite reply”. People who are in the job can only understand the problems and difficulties but at the top the over expectations of the victims / relatives are the problem which they have to be apprised first about the limitation of our mandate. People have reasons to do so, as everything has its reasons.  

In past, every activity has ended up in a mess. Kashmiris have failed to build an institutions and culture trust and confidence, we can’t blame others until we disciplined ourselves. There is nothing wrong in our stars but in ourselves. Trust is developed by the credibility, which is to be built, brick by brick. Human rights cannot be a relief organization except in very rare cases but the emphasis is to be given on educating the people, which is a long drawn process but there is no choice. Even a thousand miles journey is completed after taking a first step.  

TORTURE OF LOLAB MEN MOVES SSP, DC

Kupwara, May 15: The District Police Chief of Kupwara, Sunil Dutt on May 15 couldn’t hold back his displeasure over the  “inhuman torture” of five unarmed civilians, including a child, by soldiers of 18 Rashtriya Rifles in Batmal, Doruswani area of Lolab today. 

  Pointing towards half-dead, bleeding men lying on road, Sunil Dutt told the sector commander of 18RR, Brigadier V Manoharan: “ look at their condition.”

The civilian District Chief, deputy commissioner of Kupwara, fumed. “They shouldn’t do it. I won’t allow it because it further alienates people,” he said.

Kaiser Jamshed Lone, the MLA of National Conference from the area, joined the protesters demanding freedom from India and an end to “state terrorism.” Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad Sayeed was the most berated man in the protests. Kaiser Lone in his constituency demanded safety to the civilians, who said they would migrate from the area if the ‘atrocities by army’ continued.

Brigadier V Manoharan, whose troops tortured the men, said, “ May be soldiers might have beaten some men. It won’t happen in future.”

On Sunday, more than 5000 men, women and children in buses traveled from Batmal and Wani Mohalla areas of Dooraswani, Lolab to Kupwara town and after blocking the traffic shouted slogans against Mufti and army.

The protesters said that for the past four days 18RR and other agencies had cordoned off the villages and made searches for the militants they thought were hiding there. At 9 pm on May 14, suspected militants fired on the troops killing Mehraj Ahmed Mir, a government gunman, now a soldier of Territorial Army (TA), the regiment comprising Ikhwanis. Rifleman Zahoor Yousuf was wounded in the firing.

The residents said after the incident, the troops emptied their ire on the civilians. Four men, Suhail Ahmed Bhat, 45, Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Wani, 25 Muhammad Ashraf Bhat 30, and Muhammad Maqbool Bhat 32, and the child Abbas Ahmad Bhat 9, were tortured by the troops. 

Among the protesters was Zeba (80) who said that troops dragged the women out of beds and did obscene things to them. They always harass us because they think we are sympathizers of militants.”

The protesters laid the seriously wounded men on the road and blocked the traffic on Srinagar-Kupwara road. NC MLA Kaiser Lone too sat on the road to protest against the torture of men, accused of being the sympathizers of militants. They were shouting pro-freedom, anti-India, army and Mufti slogans.

None of the wounded men were able to talk. Mohi-ud-Din Wani was bleeding from mouth; Abbas couldn’t speak at all because troops had trampled all over his body. Whole face and other body parts of the men were completely bruised. They were later taken to sub-district hospital Kupwara.

The SSP Kupwara, Sunil Dutt and DC Kupwara later visited Batmal and Wani Mohalla areas to assess the situation. Dutt said a case would be filed against the troops.

The protesters said they were living in a state of continues siege and harassment. Parvez Ahmed, a protester from Batmal said, “Troops didn’t allow us to store bread in our shops because they say we supply it to the militants. Here atrocities are a routine phenomenon.”

On May 17 Army contested the news report “Torture of Lolab Men moves SSP, DC” published on May 16.

In a defense communiqué here army said “there was no torture of innocent civilians at village Doruswain, Lolab as alleged in the news report, whereas an innocent civilian Fayaz Ahmed Wani son of Habib Wani was killed by militants mercilessly during the night of 14 May at village Doruswani. Troops immediately carried out search of the village in which one local Jawan of Territorial Army belonging to the same village lost his life and achieved martyrdom. It is more than evident that the militants are using the village for their sustenance and villagers with fear are sustaining them.

Also the army said, “Being pressurized by militants, the villagers organized protest against Security Forces. There was no torture/atrocities carried out by the troops of 18 Rashtriya Rifles and the incident of beating of innocent civilians and women is fabricated to malign the image of security forces. The army ensures that women are treated with dignity and respect during operations.”

Also, it said the statements attributed to commander 8 sectors RR and SSP, DC Kupwara are totally fabricated.

BIJBEHARA YOUTH: ESCAPED FROM JIC OR KILLED IN CUSTODY?

Anantnag, May 16: Javaid Ahmad Bhat, 15, was picked up by 42 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) troops on May 7 along with four other men from Donipora village of Bijbehara in South Kashmir’s Anantnag district. The incident took place after militant’s triggered an Improvised explosive device (IED) outside the village. 

Javaid was handed over to Special Operation Group of police and according to Ashiq Bukhari, SSP Anantnag, Javaid escaped from Joint Interrogation Center Khanabal and jumped into Jhelum River where he got drowned. However, the parents of the boy say that he has been either killed in custody or subjected to custodial disappearance. 

Talking to The Informative Missive, Ghulam Qadir Bhat, Javaid’s father said, “ Javaid was arrested by the troops belonging to 42 RR along with four other villagers. All of them except my son were released. Witnesses told me that Javaid was savagely beaten by the troopers and was detained in a separate vehicle. They further said that he could hardly walk or speak”

“How can one escape from JIC the same day he is left half dead. Have you seen JIC? I don’t think a fly could escape from there. Besides, has anyone ever escaped from there,” questions Ghulam Qadir.

“Javaid was working as a laborer in the construction of a mosque. On the fateful day, early in the morning we went to the field to fetch grass for cattle. At around 9 am Javaid went for work. He is innocent,” bewails Gulshan, Javaid’s mother.

“It has been ten days without any information regarding his whereabouts. Police says he drowned but where is his body. It has not been found,” says Ghulam Qadir refusing to accept police version. The family has approached MLA of the area and MoS Home, Abdul Rehman Veeri, for pressuring the troops and police to trace their ward. “The troops of 42 RR stationed at Panchpora, Sangam deny his arrest and the SHO and DSP at Bijbehara police station tell us to enquire Javaid’s whereabouts from relatives. At one stage they told us that a remote control device has been seized from his possession but the fact is that he was carrying a radio set, which his father had bought for him,” says Gulshana, his relative, swearing Javaid was not having any association with militants.

Hopeful, the family is optimistic with President of Peoples Democratic Party and Member Parliament, Mehbooba Mufti, whom they approached on May 15. 

“Yesterday she was at Bijbehara and we handed over a detailed application to her. Although her bodyguards prevented me from talking to her but we are hopeful that she would help out our family from distress,” says Ghulam Qadir breaking into sobs.

The family alleges that police station Bijbehara has rejected to lodge FIR in this connection and are resorting to delaying tactics.

Deputy Commissioner Anantnag said, “ Nobody from the family has approached me. However let them first come to me with whatever allegations they are leveling and then only can I take any action,”

It may be noted that enforced disappearances are taking place in the state since 1990 with the initiation of armed struggle and the NGOs put the number of such persons between 8000-10,000 and government admitting only a 3931. The association of the parents of disappeared persons (APDP) says in Mufti regime a total of 146 enforced disappearance have taken place.

2 ‘ MILITANTS’ KILLED IN TRAL, LOCALS SAYS WERE CIVILIANS

Srinagar, May17: The villagers of Lam Naristan in Tral area of Pulwama district on May 17 visited Srinagar and reiterated that two men killed by army and branded as militants were civilians who were shot dead in a fake encounter after their arrest.

A local news agency CNS quoting army on May 16 reported that troops killed two  “militants” and recovered arms and ammunition from them.

However, locals from Lam village in the area who visited Srinagar on May 17 rejected army’s claims and said the duo, Muhammad Sultan Gujjar son of Karim Gujjar and Shamim Ahmed Gujjar son of Habibullah, was missing since May 13 when they had gone to nearby forests for Truffles- a very expensive type of mushrooms.

“It was the only source of their livelihood and they had to support big families,” the visiting delegation from the village said.

On the same day, the delegation said, army cordoned the forests and claimed to have killed two militants during combing operation. As Muhammad Sultan, father of five young children and Shamim, father of three kids, didn’t retu rn of their homes, the families got worried and informed the villagers. “ Shamim’s widow couldn’t move out of home as she is pregnant and expects another baby in the coming months so she sent us a message,” the delegation said.

“We went to the police station to lodge complaint. The station House Officer informed us that army has arrested Sultan and Shamim during searches. He also assured us that both of them were safe and would be released the next day,” the delegation said.

But, on May 16 their bodies were brought to the village Lam, Tral with army saying they were militants and that arms and ammunition were recovered from them.

“Army’s version is not true. The deceased had Truffles in their pocket when their bodies were brought. Army is lying,” the family said.

Moreover, the villagers complained that army has warned them of dire consequences if they raised a voice against the killings. 

“Army said they have recovered a large cache of arms and ammunition from the area, they would kill us in the forests and then announce on media that ammunition was recovered from us,” the delegation said. Also they requested the authorities to intervene so that they could again go to the forest to collect mushrooms. It is the only source of income for majority of families living in the village,” the delegation said.

RELATIVES ALLEGE ATTEMPTED MURDER IN TIHAR JAIL

Srinagar, May 5: The family of a Kashmiri detainee presently serving sentence in a highly fortified Tihar Jail in Delhi has accused the jail authorities of conspiring to murder him and his Pakistani associate in the detention cell. 

According to Muhammad Amin Qureshi of Nowhatta, Srinagar, the father of detainee Azad Qureshi presently lodged in the Jail, the inmates including Saifullah son of Taj Din of Pakistan were attacked “ by a group of professional criminals in the maximum security ward no. 5 of central Jail with some sharp- edged weapons (Surgical blades) in front of a jail official on April 20”.

“The jail authorities had deliberately kept the dreaded criminals Sharu son of Idhress and Rahul alias Johny son of Ashok in the detention cell to eliminate the detainees from Kashmir and Pakistan,” Muhammad Amin alleged.  Sharu is a dreaded felon infamous as a Blade Baaz (skilled in attacking by surgical blades), facing dozens of cases outside and inside jail. He has stabbed already many persons by surgical blades inside the jail, in jail van and in court lock-ups. Johny falls under the category of children but his terror of attacking with surgical blades have led him to be put in high security ward. He too faces dozens of cases outside and inside jail. The detainees in their letter to the Peoples Political Conference (PPC) have expressed their fears by these two criminals. They are scare of dying unpredictable death. “It’s horrible, living each moment under insecurity. Although, they have been kept under lock but there is maximum apprehension of negligence from Jail authority,” wrote detainees.

Muhammad Amin said that the duo attacked Azad and Saifullah causing serious injuries in their throat; adding that they are presently battling for life in hospital.

“If Tihar is highly fortified, how come the criminals gained possession of deadly weapons,” Muhammad Amin questioned adding the sole purpose of lodging the criminals in the cell was to execute the detainees.

The family expressed apprehension over the fate of the duo saying that they haven’t received any information about them after the incident. “ The Jail superintendent told other inmates of the detention center that the duo are in health institute recuperating,” Muhammad Amin said quoting the letter of the inmates written to the PPC.

 Reacting to this horrific incident, he added other jail inmate held huge protests against the concerned authorities. “ Force was used upon the protestors injuring some badly, “ Muhammad Amin said quoting prisoners.

The letter written by detainees, narrates the horrific conditions Kashmiri and other detainees are living in. “ The two criminals are yet to be shifted from the cell making the conspiracy of authorities to eliminate the Kashmir’s amply clear,” the letter said adding the duo is still carrying sharp edged weapons and threatening the inmates of dire consequences.  

“We feel helpless and under extreme psychological pressure,” they said in the letter addressed to the parents, President, Prime Minister and Chief Justice of India.

FORESTRY GRADUATE USED AS HUMAN SHIELD BY ARMY, KILLED LATER

Trehgam (Kupwara), May 7: Army killed 24-year old Forestry science graduate after using him as a shield during a search operation in Goffabal village of Trehgam here, the witnesses including family and locals alleged. People staged a massive protest march against the troops and PDP-led coalition.

According to locals, the troops of 1-11 Gorkha Rifles cordoned off Goffabal Shumnag village on May 6 night around 12 am and ordered the men to assemble at one spot. From the assembled lot, the troops picked up Ghulam Mohi-ud-din Sheikh, Muhammad Ismail Wani, and Abdul Rashid Sheikh, forcing them to accompany the troops for searches. “It is a common practice to use civilians as human shields during search operations” complained the residents.

Ismail Wani, one of the three men accompanying the combatant troops said, “ Troops made us enter the houses first and they would follow later. Searches of most of the houses yielded nothing. As we moved inside Ghulam Ahmed Wani’s house, Mohi-ud-Din who stepped first, being dark inside noticed some movement and turned back. No-sooner he came out, army fired volley of bullet on him killing him on spot.” In a pool of blood, the body of Mohi-ud-din remained at the spot till 8 am in the morning and only after the intervention of SSP police, it was taken to Police Station Trehgam. Except for the witnesses, who were in the custody of the troops till morning, the village remained unaware of the killing.

While the village was still besieged and the news of killing spread, the women of Goffabal and adjoining villages blocked traffic on Kralpora-Kupwara highway at Trehgam and Kralpora. Demanding severe punishment, protestors held demonstrations amidst anti government and pro-movement slogans till 4 pm. The infuriated masses who refused to lift Mohi-ud-Din’s body also threw stones at Assistant Commissioner Kupwara, who was wounded in the incident.

It was only after Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kupwara Abdul Hamid Wani’s intervention that directed the Police to register a case and ordered an inquiry into the incident that pacified the protestors. Talking to the media persons, DC said, “It is really an unfortunate incident. I have ordered a magisterial inquiry headed by ACR Kupwara.”
However, in the daily police bulletin on militant activities, police report read, “ During a search operation by security forces at Goffabal Shumnag (Trehgam)’ terrorists hiding in the house of Abdul Ahad Wani fired upon the search party. In the ensuing encounter, Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din, a student got killed.” Refuting the army version, the locals question the presence of Mohi-ud-din at the encounter site. “ How come during a siege when all were assembled in the ground, Mohi-ud-din get to the encounter site” villagers question.

The National Conference Legislative Assembly member (MLA) from Kupwara, Mir Saifullah also joined the protestors and accused India of killing innocent youth here. “I will demonstrate at the secretariat gate to protest against the killing,” he said. Talking to source, Mir said, he had joined the protest march, from Trehgam police station to Goffabal, comprising of more than 10,000 people who carried the body of the slain youth while chanting pro-freedom and anti-India slogans.

A senior police official pleading anonymity said, “ there are clear directions from the Army Chief not to take any civilian for search operations.”

Commander Trehgam Brigade RN Singh who was supervising the operation told sources, “ the boy was fired upon by the militants who were hiding in the house. He was killed on the spot.” The cordon was lifted in the evening after the intervention of senior police and civil officials. Police identified the slain militant, that army claimed to have killed in the house of Ghulam Ahmed, as Abu Zaroor of Lashker-e-Toiba militant outfit.

Separatist leader Sajad Gani Lone visited the family of the deceased student and condemned the killing. 

PDP WORKER KILLED IN CUSTODY
Srinagar, May 23:  Police said a militant identified as Muhammad Shafi Shah resident of Guri Gundal Wulurhama Pahalgam was killed in an encounter with troops at Bijbehara on the night of May 22. Police claimed the recovery of an AK rifle and a grenade from the slain youth.

However, news agency Current News Service (CNS) quoting locals said the youth, who was a ruling People’s Democratic Party (PDP) worker, was arrested and later killed in custody by the Special Operation Group (SOG) and 1 Rashtriya Rifles (RR). 

Locals said on May 21, the SOG and 1RR took the youth into custody from the premises of the Deputy Commissioner Anantnag’s office.

Soon after his arrest, the relatives of the youth informed the concerned police station. The locals said he was killed in custody and demanded inquiry into the incident. However, the DIG Police Anantnag said Shafi was killed in an encounter. He told the CNS that the SOG was not involved in the operation.

CIVILIAN ARRESTED IN THE NAME OF OVER GROUND WORKER

Srinagar, May: Since the commencement of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service, viewed as one of the successful Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) between India and Pakistan, the killings and harassment of the civilians in the name of the Upper Ground Worker (UGW), goes unabated in Kashmir. The killings in Kashmir reminds of Punjab of 1993, when the state launched a spate of killing to crush the Sikh militants after large scale penetration into their ranks by the moles. Army claimed that an intensive campaign, mounted to hunt down the militants, in Jammu and Kashmir has left 90 of them dead since the commencement of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad Bus service in the month of April. 

As part of new strategy to counter militancy in Jammu and Kashmir, the Center is planning to counter over-ground support base of militants. Unveiling the strategy to counter militancy in the state, the Ministry of Home Affairs in its annual report has expressed concern over the activities of "over-ground workers".

Days after a report appeared in a New Delhi-based newspaper about Mufti government’s intention to book “ sympathizers and Over Ground Workers (OGWs) of militants,” the Kupwara District Magistrate has booked 12 persons under the Public Safety Act (PSA) in one month. The PSA against the 12 has been invoked between March 11 to April 11, 2005. Five of the arrested have been identified as Ghulam Nabi Shah R/o Sogam, Ghulam Rasool R/o Inderhama, and Abdul Ahad Rather of Ajas, Sonawari. All of them have been accused of conspiring in the killing of former Home Minister Mustaq Ahmad Lone who was assassinated in September 2002.

The relatives of another arrested, Ghulam Hassan Magray, a twenty-six- year-old farmer from Kandikhas said a Major of 47 RR called him on the evening of April 2. They handed over him to police and later on he was booked under the PSA on the charges of being OGW, “ We are shocked over his arrest,” his relatives said.

Nazir Ahmed Lone, 40, son of Saif-u-din R/o Chandigam Sogam, a former militant, nowadays working as a contractor, was taken into custody along with one Muhammad Yousuf Wani by 10 RR in March. They were later handed over to police and subsequently booked under the PSA. Their relatives said both of them had distanced themselves from the ongoing militancy.

 
Abdul Rashid War, 38, of Hayachmoa was an ex-serviceman. He has been charged as an OWG of Hizbul Mujahideen (HM), and subsequently booked under the PSA. Police claimed recovery of weapons from his possession.

In hometown of Chief Minister 11 people have been booked under PSA   in just one-month, accused of being Over Ground Workers, whereas during last year five persons were reportedly arrested under PSA. The 11 of the arrested have been identified as Bilal Ahmed Salroo S/o Ghulam Hassan R/o Padshahibagh, Bijbehara, Showkat Ahmed Zargar S/o Mohammad Abdullah R/o New Colony Bijbehara, Sajad Ahmed Bhat S/o Ghulam Nabi Bhat R/o Katsoo, Pahalgam, Bashir Ahmed Badana S/o Mohammad Abdullah R/o Lehandgam, Pahalgam, Bashir Ahmed Chowan S/o Mohammad Abdullah Chowan R/o Lehandgam, Pahalgam, Adil Hussain Teeli S/o Mohammad Hussain Teeli R/o Teeli Mohalla Bijbehara, Gulzar  Ahmed Ashwar S/o Mohammad Ahsan R/o Thajwara, Bijbehara, Ghulam Hassan Mir S/o Abdul Gani Mir R/o Katriteng, Bijbehara, Tariq Ahmed Rah S/o Ghulam Rasool Rah R/o Gunde Nowroz, Bijbehara, Farooq Ahmed Bhat S/o Muhammad Jaber Bhat R/o Uranhall , Anantnag, Gul Rafqi S/o Mohammad Akbar R/o Bijbehara.  FIR 94/05, DATED 9-5-2005, 13 UL ACT 212 RPC 5 arrestee namely Mukhtar Ahmed Halwai S/o Mohammad Ibrahim Halwai R/o Khaki Mohalla R/o Bijbehara, Vakil Ahmad Ganie S/o Mohammad Maqbool Ganie R/o Bijbehara, Ajaz Ahmad Shah S/o Ali Mohammad Shah R/o SICOP Road Bijbehara, Reyaz Ahmed Teeli S/o Abdul Majeed Teeli R/o Bijbehara and Mukhtar Ahmed Patloo S/o of Abdul Aziz Patloo R/o Arwani, Bijbehare have been detained in the year 2004 and are now in different jails outside state.

On May 20 in Udhampur and Doda districts security forces apprehended three Over Ground Workers. 
In recent times, it has been a common practice that people demonstrating against the arrests or any other human rights violation or even on electricity failure are been detained under PSA.

  YOUTH’S TORTURE TRIGGERS PROTEST

Bandipora, May 7: Dozens of people on May 7 staged demonstrations against the alleged torture of a 25 year-old youth by the troopers of 2 Grenadiers here. Gathered outside the Bandipora police station, the protestors shouted slogans against 2 Grenadiers whom they alleged arrested Ghulam Hassan Lone son of Ghulam Rasool while collecting firewood in Athwoth forests, 10 km from Bandipora and subsequently tortured him for no fault.

Hassan, according to the people, was released in a critical condition from where he was moved to Srinagar for hospitalization.

To pacify the protesters police registered a case against the troops. Two more women Saja and Mubeena, present in the police station, alleged the troops had asked them to report to the camp.

Meanwhile, a complete shutdown was observed in Bandipora for the fourth running day on May 7 against the killing of 18 militants in an encounter with the troops. So far however only four bodies have been recovered from the encounter site.

LOST ON ALL FRONTS, A VILLAGER NARRATES PITY

Bandipora: On 15th of March 1992, some unknown army unit cordoned of village Ketsun in Aloosa area of Bandipora in North Kashmir’s Baramulla district and started enquiring about the presence of the militants in the village. During questioning they tortured some of the villagers including Muhammad Aslam (22) son of Gulab Khan. Aslam being deaf and dumb was unable to respond to their queries. This infuriated the army who despite knowing Aslam’s helpless state started beating mercilessly in front of the villagers and left him in a half dead state. He was shifted to a local hospital where he remained till March 20, 1992. However, due to his deteriorating conditions he was referred to Soura Medical Institute Srinagar (SKIMS). Due to his severe condition they were unable to shift him to the SKIMS and finally he breathed his last on March 21, 1992. As soon as his sister Jameela (18) came to know about the death she died instantly due to severe cardiac arrest. In 1993 Aslam ‘s younger sister Zarina (14) deaf and dumb died of cardiac arrest after seeing huge presence of huge army near his home.


Days after the incident Gulab Khan-Aslam’s father lodged FIR in the Bandipora police station. However nothing came out. On June 15, 2001 Gulab Khan filed a case in State Human Rights Commission (SHRC). The commission took cognizance of the matter and called for a report from the Inspector General of police Kashmir Zone. The Inspector General of Police submitted his report on December 23, 2001 wherein he stated that the matter was verified through the SHO police station Bandipora. The report also states that the villagers cannot identify the army personnel and family denied that a report was lodged with the police station Bandipora. 


The SHRC took the cognizance of the matter and verified his claims. Therefore, without any reservation Gulab Khan became entitled to all the relief. On 14-7-2003 the commission recommended that the government should pay an amount of Rs. One Lac to the complainant and shall also be given benefit of SRO 43 by providing government employment to one of eligible relative of the deceased. The order of the copy was send to the government through the Chief Secretary. It was said in the order that government should inform the commission about its action taken within a month from the date it received the order. Even after more than two years the implementation of the commission’s order is distant dream. Gulab khan sorted assistance from Divisional Commissioner, requesting him to order DC Baramulla to carry out the SHRC orders.


Dejection on the face of Gulab Khan explains helplessness quite evidently. Running from pillar to post to get the commission’s recommendations implemented has not only cost him financially but he has gone through severe mental torture also. 


“  Pleading a case through State Human Right Commission is a waste of time. It is a useless commission, established by the Government to misguide the civilians who travel from far-flung areas in a hope to get justice. No authority listen to them and ignore their orders without any second thought”, grieves Gulab Khan. “I think the best step the government should take is close it down. As government has no right to play with the emotions of the poor people”, he added.


At present Gulab Khan is survived by his only son Akram (18) who is also deaf and dumb. This year Gulab Khan’s wife Rasheem Jan died of cancer.

Aged and ailing, Gulab Khan’s only source of sustenance was his agriculture land but 15 RR has occupied that. 

STF BEATS YOUTH FOR COW SLAUGHTER

Doda May: A youth was tortured brutally by a group of STF personnel in Kotli Truvan area, nearly 9 Kms away from Doda. Identified as Tariq Ahmed (33), he had gone to forest for fetch wood when the incident took place.

Talking to The Informative Missive, Tariq’s brother revealed, “ On 16 May afternoon Tariq Ahmed had gone to forest for cutting wood. Suddenly 4 STF personnel namely Bodraj, Subhash, Zakir and Subhash Kumar asked him to stop his work and accompany them as DFO had called him. Walking certain distance, the four STF personnel along with two other personnel who had remained hidden in the forest namely Davinder Kumar and Javaid Iqbal, both selection grade sepoys, started beating Tariq mercilessly. He was taken to Suranda village post and asked to identify a Dhoka (Hut). On his reply that he was a labourer and as such had no information, they asked him to name anybody whom they could label as militant. On his refusal, they informed him that it was on Farooq and Talib’s information, that Tariq was involved with subversive activities, that they held him”. “They kept on beating him and threatened of dire consequences if he would be unable to find a militant within two days. In case he failed to get one, they will kill him and label him militant”, he added. Wounded gravely, Tariq sustained injuries in chest, leg and other parts. In a half dead state, Tariq was left and with great difficulty he managed to reach Kotli. Later on some locals shifted him to the hospital. Hospitalized for 14 days he was discharged on 29th May and is still recuperating.

Divulging the reason behind the act, Tariq’s brother further added, “ On May 14, a cow was slaughtered in Kotli. This provoked anguish from the Hindus residing in adjacent village, Suranda. It was from the same village the 6 STF personnel had come. Further the two persons i.e. Farooq and Talib whom the STF had accused of involving Tariq refuted the STF claims as completely false and baseless. It is pertinent to mention here that it was Farooq who had slaughtered the cow that had provoked anguish from Hindu community”.

A case against the slaughter was filed in the Belan police station in Doda. The case was transferred to SP Doda Manhas who promised to talk to the villagers regarding cow slaughter. Since then Suranda village post personnel come to the village and ask for compromise. 
GRENADE HURLS OUTSIDE SCHOOL, 2 WOMEN DIED 

Srinagar, May 12: Two women were killed and dozens including students were injured in a powerful grenade explosion outside a school at Lal Chowk Srinagar on the May 12 afternoon.

Unidentified persons hurled a grenade outside the Tyndale Biscoe School when students were coming out of its main gate at 2.45pm. A local news agency reported 60 persons including 25 students, 13 women and two BSF personnel were injured in the blast of which no organization has taken responsibility. However, police said 44 persons including 14 children and two BSF men were wounded in the incident. They were immediately admitted in various hospitals here. The two women who were seriously injured in the blast succumbed to their injuries at Sher-e-Kashmir-Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS). “After battling for life for three hours, two women breathed their last”, Dr. Dara Singh, a doctor at SKIMS told sources on phone. They were identified as Shafiqa, 46 W/o Abdul Rasheed Bhat and her daughter Asiya, 19 residents of Court Road, Lal Chowk, Srinagar.

Panic gripped the entire city after the news about the incident spread. The relatives of the students thronged the school premises to know their wards’ fate. Many school bags and Tiffin’s were scattered on the spot.

The blast triggered massive demonstrations with people, mostly women, shouting slogans particularly against Chief Minister, Mufti Muhammad Sayeed. The cops, after the incidents went berserk and prevented the people to come near the spot. However, the people offered stiff resistance and consoled the students who were crying inside the school premises.

LANDMINES MENACE ALONG BORDER: REAL AND ALIVE

Kadyla (Hiranagar), May 29: Several landmines out of thousands planted in agricultural fields on International Border (IB) in Jammu-Kathua sector during Indo-Pak standoff remain untraced. Though Army claims that agricultural fields in Jammu-Kathua sector have been de-mined but apprehensions of some going missing cannot be ruled out.

Talking to the sources, an Army officer, on the condition of anonymity said, “ farmers in this sector have started cultivating their lands after Army de-mined their lands using tractors and other sophisticated machines meant for the purpose.”

He added,  “ In a bid to trace some missing mines out of thousands that were planted during Indo-Pak stand-off, we ploughed agricultural lands close to the IB using tractors and other machinery to trace and then defuse them” he further said, “ even after thoroughly de-mining the fields Army has announced a reward of Rs 500 for those informing us about missing mines provided they come across such missing mines.”

Reiterating Army claim of completely removing landmines in this particular sector, he said, “no casualty or injury to any person due to mines has been reported in this sector from the last two years and cultivation of agricultural fields right up to the zero line bears testimony to the fact.”

However, he admitted that some mines still remains untraced in this sector, for which local police have been informed and Army too has announced a reward of Rs 500 for persons finding them and then informing the Army.

Citing logic behind mines going missing, he said, “One has to keep in consideration ground realities. Being light in weight plastic mines weighing in grams may go missing during rainy season.”

It would not be out of place to mention here that despite being light in weight these deadly mines can take heavy toll on villagers like they did in the past when some villagers were injured losing their limbs.

Following threat perception to their lives after Army troops returned to their peace time locations farmers close to IB initially were reluctant to cultivate their lands that remained under siege during 11-month stand- off. 

Talking to the sources, a villager in Kadyla said,” During tension on borders Army had laid mines in agricultural fields close to the borders. Though now fields have been de-mined but possibility of some still being present can not be ruled out.”

He added, “ in some villages close to IB there were killed and injured. Though there is calm on borders since ceasefire was announced but missing mines continue to send shivers down the spines of farmers going to their fields every morning.”

Another villager in Manihari while echoing similar views said, “ mines are a reality we continue to live with. Many villagers have been killed and some have lost their limbs.”

He added,” though Army has de-mined fields close to the IB but still missing mines haunts us”.      

PHOTOJOURNALIST BEATEN IN ANANTNAG

Anantnag, May 9: Policemen stationed outside Superintendents office (SP’s) beat up a photojournalist namely Javed Dar working with a local English daily. 

As per reports the policemen deputed on the gate of SP’s office thrashed the photojournalist, when he along with other journalists, had gone to meet SSP of the district. 

Javed alleged that the policemen first abused him and then thrashed him in full public gaze without any reason. The journalists association condemned the attitude of policemen and sought intervention of the higher ups in the matter. 

POLICE THRASH PHOTOJOURNALISTS

Srinagar, May 13: Police manhandled valley-based photojournalists for the third day running on May 13, injuring at least three of them, witnesses said.

The incident took place when the photojournalists working for different local and international media outlets rushed to Lal Chowk to cover the funeral procession of the mother-daughter duo of Court Road who died in a grenade explosion near Biscoe School on May12.

As the photographers tried to shot clashes between police and angry youth after the funeral, the cops turned the batons on the photographers. Many of them, including Habib Naqash (Greater Kashmir and The Asian Age), Tauseef Mustafa (AFP) and Omar Ganai who work for a vernacular daily were beaten to the pulp. Tauseef and Omar suffered sever head injuries and were removed to hospital, witnesses said.

“ The whole incident took place before Senior Superintendent of Police, Syed Ahmed Syed, who in fact ordered his men to go after the photojournalists as their presence, according to him, encouraged the people to raise protest,” the Kashmir Press Photographers Association (KPPA) said in a memorandum to Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad Sayeed, Director General of Police and other officials.

Earlier on May 11, when the photojournalists rushed to SMHS hospital where the victims of Jawahar Nagar landmine explosion had been admitted to, a posse of policemen beat up at least three lens men.

Similarly on May 12, the photojournalists had to face the police batons at the SMHS hospital where the victims of the Biscoe School blast had been admitted.

The KPPA has strongly condemned the police action as unwarranted and uncalled for, and demanded stern action against the erring cops. 

TOOTHLESS SHRC: IT'S YESTERDAY ONCE MORE

SRINAGAR, May 6: The State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) in its annual report has recently said that their recommendations are falling on deaf ears and very little action is being taken by the government in providing relief to the complainants who come to the commission for seeking relief. The case of Hajra Begum is a significant reminder in this regard. A resident of Kreeri-Baramulla, Hajra has been running from pillar to post to seek justice against the security forces personnel who have been harassing them from a long time. She alleged that Rashtriya Rifles personnel including two officers of the rank of Major visit her house with intent to dishonor her daughters. 

"I have four young spinsters. The two officers regularly visit my house without any reason. I am fearful, all I want is that they should be stopped from visiting my house so that the honor of my daughters remains intact", said Hajra. 

As her pleas failed to pay any heed to the higher ups of the security forces she registered a case with the SHRC. The woman was hopeful that once the SHRC issues an order, it would be binding on the security forces and the two-army officers would be stopped in carrying out further mis-adventure. According to Hajra nothing of that sort happened and the security forces personnel including the two officers continuously harass the family and are trying to dishonor her daughters. The SHRC had directed the SHO Kreeri to serve the order copy of the decision to the two security officers so that they are stopped from carrying out their acts. "I think there is no justice as the recommendations of SHRC are not being accepted by the security forces personnel. If it continues like this then there are chances that the honor of my daughters would be at risk at all the times", said Hajra. 

Hajra said last year the security forces personnel including the two erring cops tried to kidnap her elder daughter and outrage her modesty, but their plans were foiled after the inmates raised hue and cry. But she fears that if there is no action and the decision of SHRC is kept at bay, then it would not be possible to protect the modesty of her daughters. 

"Maybe, the Chief Minister, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed as well as inspector general of police, Javed Makhdoomi would go through the plight as well as trauma of my family and do the needful", said Hajra. 

Hajra's eldest son, Mehraj-ud-Din is languishing at district jail, Udhampur, while as her younger son Shabir Ahmad was killed in custody in June 2004. Three militants were killed in an encounter in her house and since then the security forces personnel are harassing the family, she said. 

Narrating the killing of her son this lady said that her son was working as a labourer and was arrested when he was returning to his home after the daily work. "I thought my son would be released soon as he was a simple labourer and there is nothing adverse against him, but that was not the case. Next day the body of my son was recovered from Sheripora-Wader and a tragedy fell on the entire family", she added. 
Hajra said that when her son was arrested the security forces carried out a cordon and search operation during which the security forces personnel stole golden ornaments worth Rs 25,000 and a cash amount of Rs 15,500. An FIR 29/2004 has already been filed at police station Kreeri under sections 307/212 RPC and 7/27 IA Act. 
 
"I am not bothered about the cash and the other items which were stolen as I feel that the weight of all these things is very less, when compared with the honor of my daughters", said Hajra. 

SHRC RECOMMENDS 114 CASES, GOVT. SITS ON 104

 JAMMU, May 10: Even as an arrogant bureaucracy tries to override humane judgment, in Jammu and Kashmir, justice to victims of human rights violation gets entangled in a web of red tape. The victims keep waiting incessantly even after the cases are decided and action recommended by the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC).

At least, that is what the Annual Report of SHRC for the year 2003-04 proves.
The report talks of total 114 cases, all of which were forwarded to concerned authorities for grant of compensation and job benefits under SRO-43.

However, the government officials chose to sleep over 104 out of the 114 cases. As per the SHRC report, in eight cases compensation was paid or sanctioned while two were found not deserving of benefits.
Rest of the HR violation cases were under process with the offices of respective Deputy Commissioners and other officials. Some of the cases were pending with the office Director General of Police and Inspector General of Police for want of proper action.

The report mentions 10 districts out have fourteen and Srinagar has the most reported cases of HR violations, i.e., 36, followed by Kupwara with 29 cases. Rests of the districts are Budgam (22 cases), Anantnag (15), Poonch (5), Baramulla (21), Doda (2), Rajouri (1), Kargil (3) and Pulwama (7).

The victims include widows and orphans and in most of the cases, the bereaved families have lost their sole earning member, to either a bullet or simple disappearance. However, it seems to be of least concern to the government or bureaucracy, which prefers to sleepover the cases rather than ensuring their immediate redressal. From the date of submission of cases of killings or disappearances to the SHRC, the victim's family starts pinning hopes to each passing moment about deliverance of justice.

Once, the case is settled by the Commission's appointed judges and forwarded to the state departments for further action, it becomes no less than a nightmare for the family that has to go knocking at every door within bureaucratic machinery in hope for compensation and job.

Moreover, while the Commission recommends financial compensation as well as provision of a job as well in all its decisions, the officials, mostly DCs prefer to supersede the judgment and do away with the job part, providing compensation only in a few cases. This attitude might have something to do with Chief Minister Mufti Mohammed Sayeed's statement in State Assembly, where he said that though the state can provide relief to the victims, it cannot give them jobs, as there are no financial resources available to support state on this account. That is not all, however, as the report also mentions 9 such cases as were recommended by the SHRC for proper redressal but were not received by the state home department.

Some of the cases were decided up on in 2003 but even two years hence, the government has failed to provide justice to those victims. It seems that although, state exempted itself of the obligation of setting up SHRC to earn itself brownie points in front of the rest of the world but is still shying away from sharing the responsibility of dispensing timely justice to its people. The issue in question here is that red-tapism administration seems to be overriding SHRC verdicts, thus, plunging the HR violation victims further into deep despair. 

TAME GOVERNMENT GUNMEN

SHRC ASKS POLICE TO ACT AGAINST IKHWANIS

Srinagar, May 26: The State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) on receiving a complaint from the aggrieved residents of Malangam Bandipora, accusing the government-sponsored gunmen of unleashing a reign of terror in the area, has directed the SSP Baramulla to control the gunmen.

According to the commission Chairman Justice A M Mir, the commission after receiving the complaint, sent a written representation along with a copy of complaint to the SSP Varmul directing him to take immediate action against the five gunmen Chandi Khan, Satroo, Shair Dil, Majid and Rashid all residents of Malangam, for allegedly extorting money and harassing people.

Mir further said the harassment case has been already pending with the commission and the gunman had been exerting pressure on the complainants not to appear before the commission or the court for recording any statement. “The complainants are so much insecure that they are not in a position to approach the SSP with the orders of authorities as they are receiving liquidation threats for doing so, he said adding that despite orders from the MoS home asking the SSP to take immediate necessary action under law, the police has failed to take any substantial action.

Talking to the sources, the victims said the government gunmen extort huge sums of money from the residents and threaten them of dire consequences on being questions. “ The gunmen were earlier working under the patronage of troops stationed in the area. The troops later isolated the gunmen after receiving similar complaints from the inhabitants,” they said adding the gunmen later started working under police.

The residents said the gunmen are history-sheeters, killers of innocent civilians and had been looting the people on gunpoint, “they barge into houses, demand money and on being denied the same, threaten us to liquidate our families,” t5he delegation said adding the gunmen are working under the patronage of police.

The people further accused police personnel of concerned police station of supporting the accused saying, “ we have filed many FIRs against the gunmen, but they (police) always demand evidence from us thereby shielding the culprits.”

NEW STRATEGY TO COUNTER MILITANTS' SUPPORT BASE IN J&K 

NEW DELHI, May 2: As part of new strategy to counter militancy in Jammu and Kashmir, the Center is planning to counter "over-ground support base of militants" (separatist politicians) by initiating legal actions against them. Unveiling the strategy to counter violence in the state, Ministry of Home Affairs in its annual report here has expressed concern at the activities of "over-ground workers". 

The report tabled in the parliament here maintained that "over-ground workers" were highlighting alleged human rights violations, as well as instigating people to demonstrate on trivial ground to demoralize and discredit the security forces. Further, these political activists were involved in recruiting local youth for joining militant ranks, collecting funds for sustaining militant activities, forcing recruitment of local boys and extending logistical support to them, the report said.  

While admitting that there was a perceptible improvement in the situation in Jammu and Kashmir, the Home Ministry report expressed concern at the increase in the targeted killing of surrendered militants and said, "It was a disturbing trend." Further, it said the grass root political workers; volunteer civilian members of defense committees and special police officers are also becoming fodders to militant violence. 
The document said there was a significant drop of 73 per cent in processions and demonstrations and 57 per cent decline in hartal (strike) by separatists. On the other hand, the report said, there has been a hectic political activity by mainstream political parties.

During the year 2004, they arranged 3059 public meetings and 1268 workers meetings. Militants targeted 62 political activists last year against 52 in 2003. Further the year 2004 witnessed 2565 violent incidents killing 707 civilians, 281 security force personnel and 976 militants. In comparison, the year 2003 had recorded 3401 incidents killing 795 civilians, 314 security force personnel and 1494 militants. 
During the first month of the year 2005, 144 incidents had taken place as compared to 213 in the corresponding period in the last year (reduction of 32.32 per cent). 
On the strategies to tackle violence, the Home Ministry report said the security agencies were enhancing intelligence capabilities and also dynamic force deployment and flexibility of tactics has been evolved to counter the changing strategies of militants.

The report also added that currently two Unified Headquarters (UHQs) based in Srinagar and Jammu were functioning in the state. "There is also an Operational Group or Core Group of each UHQ chaired by the Corps Commander concerned to take coordinated decisions on operational maters. Each Operational Group has Intelligence Group and similar groups also work at lower levels in the state," said the report. 
 
Further, it said, there is also an Operations Group under the chairmanship of Special Secretary (Internal Security) in the Ministry of Home Affairs in New Delhi to take periodical reviews of the security situation in Jammu and Kashmir, deployment of security forces and coordination of internal security related operations. The Group consists of the officers of the Jammu and Kashmir government, representatives of central paramilitary forces, the Army, Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Defense and Intelligence agencies.
 
"Similarly, there is an intelligence Group under Special Secretary (Internal Security) in the Ministry with similar membership. 

The report also said that the new surrender policy for militants unveiled on January 31, 2005 has proven a success. Since then 133 militants have surrendered. The features of new policy are; a) increase in monthly stipend from Rs. 1800/ per month to Rs. 2000 for a period of three years. (b) Immediate grant of Rs. 1.50 lakh to be kept in fixed deposit for a period of three years and can be drawn subject to good behavior. (c) Incentives for surrendered weapons. So far a total number of 3616 militants have surrendered before security agencies in the state.

a) Increase in monthly stipend from Rs. 1800/ per month to Rs. 2000 for a period of three years. (b) Immediate grant of Rs. 1.50 lakh to be kept in fixed deposit for a period of three years and can be drawn subject to good behavior. (c) Incentives for surrendered weapons. So far a total number of 3616 militants have surrendered before security agencies in the state. 

34 % DECREASE IN VIOLENCE IN J AND K;

 KILLING OF MILITANTS GOES UP

New Delhi, May 1: Infiltration has nose-dived to almost zero percent during the last seven months and the number of militants in the state is estimated to have dropped by a half to nearly 1800. State Governor Lt. Gen (Retd.) S K Sinha stated while commenting on the present situation in Kashmir.

Militant’s violence in the state has also dropped sharply by 34 percent between January and April 15 this year compared to that last year even as the killing of militants has gone up significantly, official sources said here on May 1.

Infiltration was down by nearly two-third in 2004 as compared to 2003, they said.

Since September last year, infiltration is down to almost zero level, the sources said. The militants, however, continue to make desperate bids in infiltration and a number of such attempts have been foiled.

The success in curbing infiltration is being attributed to the erection of 20 ft high fence along the 750-km line of control (LOC) supplemented by the three-tier security net of army and other forces.

As a result of the drop in infiltration complemented by high rate of killing of militants by security forces, the number of militants in the state is estimated to have reduced to nearly 1,800 against around 3,400, the strength used to be found at any point of time, the sources said.

Security forces gunned down at least 75 top leaders of various militant outfits in encounter during   the last 10 months, the sources said.

Against this, the number of killing of security forces and civilians has decreased.

The numbers of militant incidents have been witnessing a constant decrease. While 3,479 incidents were reported in 2003, the number fell to 2,586 in the next year, showing a reduction of 26 percent, the sources said.

Upto April 15 this year, 489 incidents have been reported as compared to 743 during the same period in the last year, showing a decline of 34 percent, they said.

Commenting on the situation, State Governor Lt Gen (Retd) S K Sinha said here that military couldn’t provide a solution that will have to be worked out in political terms.”

He said the challenge before the present generation of people in India and Pakistan was to work out a solution which will “ Satisfy all”

Sinha said the strategies adopted in tackling the situation have been giving good results.

Besides reduced violence, the other indicators of the improved situation in the State are tourism activity picking up and development gaining momentum, the Governor said. 

NON-BAILABLE WARRANT AGAINST SHO PANTHA CHOWK

Srinagar, May 2: The High court issued non-bailable warrant against the Station House Officer (SHO) of Pantha Chowk for refusing to register FIR against troops involved in enforced custodial disappearance of a youth from Rainawari area in downtown Srinagar. The court has directed the Inspector General of Police Kashmir zone to comply with the court orders.

Local news agency CNS reported that on May 24, 2003 Muhammad Hussain Ashraf son of Muhammad Yousuf of Rainawari was arrested by Rashtriya Rifles troops at Sempora Balhama and later subjected to enforced disappearance.

The family of Muhammad Hussain Ashraf went to the local army camp but they denied his arrest. Later, the family filed a case in the High Court, which on November 11, 2003 ordered probe into the enforced disappearance and asked the First Additional District and Session Judge to probe the case. The Session Judge in his report to the High Court held 7RR responsible for the disappearance of the youth. After the report submission, the High Court on July 20, 2004 directed Pantha Chowk police station to register FIR and investigate into the matter. However, the SHO, Pantha Chowk didn’t register FIR. After this development, the relatives filed case citing contempt of the court.

The case came up for hearing several times and notices were sent to the SHO concerned to present himself in person before the court. However, the SHO didn’t turn up on April 12 and April 25 when the case came up for hearing. The police didn’t send even any representative.

The High Court in contempt of court issued a non-bailable warrant against the SHO Ghulam Ahmed Bhat and directed the Inspector General of Police Javaid Makhdoomi to comply with Court orders.

175 MILITANTS KILLED IN KASHMIR IN THE PAST FOUR MONTHS

Srinagar, May 1: Security forces in Jammu and Kashmir have intensified their operations against militants, killing 175 including about 40 top commanders during past four months.

The Hizbul Mujahideen, which recently announced that they could consider sincere cease-fire offer by the Center, was among the militant organizations that suffered most after the “Karvaan-e-Aman” bus service between Srinagar and Muzaffarabad started. The outfit lost about a dozen commanders in encounters with the security forces in J&K.

Official figures available said that security forces-Army, Border Security Force (BSF), Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and the state police during their all out offensive against militants, have gunned down about 175 militants, including 40 top commanders of Pakistan based Lashker-e-Toiba and Hizbul Mujahideen.

The security forces have also successfully thwarted a number of infiltration attempts and killed about 20 militants after they sneaked into the country from Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (POK) in April.

50 KP FAMILIES TO RETURN: CM

NEW DELHI, May 24: Nearly 50 families of Kashmiri Pundits will return to Kashmir Valley by June 15 on the occasion of Kheer Bhawani festival, Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed announced .0.

Inaugurating a 24-room Kissan Bhawan, a resting place for fruit growers and traders in Punjabi Bagh locality near Azadpur Mandi, Chief Minister hoped that nearly 300 Pandit families will return to the Valley soon and amongst them 50 families will return before Kher Bhawani Mela.

Departing from earlier government's plan to from sanitized conclaves and islands for the Pandits, the Mufti said his government has taken steps to ensure their safe return with dignity and honour and they live along with Muslim neighbors in the newly constructed structures. He said that Kher Bhawani and Matton areas have been property developed to welcome Pandits who form the crest of the campsite and secular culture of the State.

Chief Minister said that Jammu and Kashmir was becoming a bridge between India and Pakistan rather remaining a source of confrontation between the two countries. He, however, cautioned that there were certain powers bent to disrupt the peace process. But, he said, "we will not deter and will continue our efforts towards peace building." He added that his government's efforts were being appreciated and even now Hurriyat is also saying that they will board the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service.

Lauding farmers and artisans, the Mufti said during troubled period horticulture and the sale of artifacts like shawls, paper machie and carpets kept state economy on oxygen.

He said that the Central government has now approved technological mission to improve quality of fruits. He also emphasized on quality control and asked the Agriculture Minister and officials to give due attention to packaging and quality of fruits. "A good packaged and quality apple box fetches Rs. 900 to Rs. 1000 instead Rs. 150," he said.

Touching human rights violations, the Mufti asked separatists to condemn killings of political activists too. 

BYPASS RESIDENTS CURSE BUS

Srinagar, May 30: Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service has become a nuisance for the residents living on either side of the bypass road from Hyderpora Chowk to HMT crossing.

They are not opposed to the bus. However, they want deliverance from the fear psychosis generated by security agencies days before the bus piles on the road.

“On the first day, the road was giving impression of battle field with Army personnel doing rounds, checking cards and asking questions to the pedestrians,” said a Hyderpora resident. He had thought that this will be over and next time there will not be such security bandobast (arrangement), but he was proven wrong. He said when the bus again moved; the security along the Bypass Road was very tight. ‘I tell you that I don’t venture out of home when bus is scheduled to travel. You see troops everywhere,” said a resident of Tengpora.

The residents have a suggestion for the government should ask the passengers to board the bus at Uri and it should give reception to passengers from Muzaffarabad at Uri. This way the government would not have to deploy the troops all along the road creating fear among the residents.

“It seems that Mufti wants to give an impression of feel good everywhere around even if he has to lie for it and if people have to suffer. He has made a fortress around his home and blocked a footpath saying residence at M A Road would allow him to meet people. How many delegations has he met there? What have we got instead the traffic jams and security checks,” said Abdul Raheem of Tengpora.  
OVER 35000 KP FAMILIES REGISTERED FOR RELIEF

Jammu, May 23: As many as 35645 migrant families stand registered with the Relief Organization Jammu, which are receiving cash relief besides free ration. An amount of Rs. 51 crore is spent per month on providing cash relief and Rs. 65 lakh on free ration for the migrant families.

This was stated by Minister for Revenue, Relief and Rehabilitation Hakeem Mohammad Yaseen at a high level meeting of relief, revenue and other departments convened here today to take stock of the relief disbursement, provision of basic amenities and other facilities being provided to the migrant families putting up in camp sites in Jammu and other places. 

Minister of State for Revenue Dr. Romesh Sharma was also present in the meeting.

The meeting was informed that so far Rs. 478 crore cash relief has been provided to the registered migrant families, besides another Rs. 27 crore given as compensation for their gutted houses and other structures in the valley. As many as 4742 one-room tenements in 14 migrant campsites in Jammu have been built for the migrant families. A Rs. 22 crore migrant colony comprising 256 two-room tenements is coming up at Phase-II while as a proposal for a similar colony at Purkhoo is being formulated.

It was given out in the meeting that relief disbursement facilities are provided in 59 zones including one special zone set up in Srinagar and 13 territorial zones in Jammu district. Elaborating the measures taken by the present government, Mr. Yaseen said that cash relief has been enhanced up to Rs.3000 per month and every free rationee is getting 9 kg of rice, 2 kg of atta and 1 kg sugar per month. Whereas Rs.51.6 crore have been spent on infrastructure and Rs.75.85 lakh on this special schemes meant for the migrants. He said that so far Rs.2.30 crore have been spent on the improvement of sanitation an Rs.75 lakh on other civic facilities in the campsites.

Presently, 3 camp colleges, 8 higher secondary schools and one high school have also been set up for the migrant students in Jammu district, the Minister added.

SUICIDES AND CLASH BY SECURITY FORCES

* BSF TROOPER KILLS OFFICER AND SELF

Srinagar, May 2: A Border Security Force (BSF) trooper shot dead his officer who had reportedly scolded him. The trooper later killed himself and his colleague, witness to the entire episode, died of cardiac arrest.

Reports said a BSF sentry identified as Ravinder Kumar of 140 Battalion camped at Gurez Gouri Nalla Bandipora Road after completing his duty informed his colleague Sanjay Kumar to take over the job. But he refused forcing Ravinder to complain against him before his officer. The officer PK Swami, local news agency UNS said, scolded Sanjay. This infuriated him and he fired several shots on the officer injuring him critically. The officer later succumbed to his injuries. After shooting the officer, Sanjay went towards jungle and shot himself dead. On seeing him dying, his colleague died of cardiac arrest.    

* SOLDIER ENDS LIFE

Srinagar, May 4: A Border Security Force (BSF) soldier on May 4 committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle at State Bank of India camp Sopore in North Kashmir’s Baramulla district.

The deceased was identified as Ajay Kumar Paul (Belt No.03221554) of 133 Bn. The reason for taking this step has been said to be denial of leave.

* SOLDIER COMMITS SUICIDE 

Srinagar, May 10: A trooper posted at Airfield in Awantipora committed suicide by shooting himself with his own service riffle, a local news agency CNS here on May 10 reported. It said the incident occurred at the Airfield in Quil, Awantipora where Sanglad Saraya number 561 shot himself dead. 
* SOLDIER COMMITS SUICIDE

Srinagar, May 21:  A soldier of 11/GR ended his life in Chiranda, Uri on May 20. The cause of the suicide couldn’t be ascertained. Police has filed a case and started investigations.

* COPS ENDS LIFE

Srinagar, May22:  A policeman ended his life in Anantnag after firing at himself with his service rifle while as security forces arrested three persons including a police head constable.

Reports said that a police constable Mohammad Yousuf 215/A who was on his duty at Grid Station Lazbal-Anantnag, ended his life after firing at himself with his service rifle. However the reason of his suicide could not be ascertained. 

* VDC MEMBER COMMITS SUICIDE

Jammu, May 25: A Village Defense Committee member allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself with his own official weapon at his residence this morning.

The deceased has been identified as Mohan Lal, resident of village Badyal in Kandi area of district Rajouri.

Police reports said that VDC member shot he dead with the .303 rifles issued to him in capacity of being VDC member at 0400 hours this morning.

Police has registered a case in this connection and started investigations. Cause behind the provocation was, however, not yet ascertained.

The body after autopsy was handed over to the family members for last rites. 

JAWAN SHOOTS HIMSELF TO DEATH

Jammu, May 30: An army jawan allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself dead under mysterious circumstances at Miran Sahib.

He was identified as Naik Lakhan Singh of Infantry Brigade. Police said the jawan was lying dead on his bed inside a barrack and his service rifle was beside him.

He had a bullet hole in his skull, the source s added.

Police have registered a case in this connection and started investigations.

NEWS IN BRIEF

* CHANDOOSA VILLAGERS ALLEGE HARASSMENT

Srinagar May 3: The residents of chandoosa village of North Kashmir’s Baramulla district   have alleged the Government gunmen of harassing them.

A delegation from the area told sources on May 3 that government gunmen Mushtaq Ahmed Bhat working with the Rashtriya Rifles has made their lives miserable. “Recently Mushtaq and his men fired upon an aged person. He is battling for life in the hospital. Police has failed to take any action against him as he is being protected by the RR men”, the delegation said. The residents threatened to migrate from the area if the government fails to bring the gunmen to book. They appealed the Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad Sayeed to personally intervene into the matter.

* VILLAGERS THRASHED

Srinagar May 3: Security forces thrashed scores of people in village Potu Shahi Lolab, following a firing incident on the forces camp on May 2.

Local news agency KPS here reported that the forces on May 3 cordoned the village and beat the villagers irrespective of their age. The villagers alleged that security forces ransacked the households.

The security forces, KPS added, also snatched identity cards and driving licenses of the locals. Last night some identified militants had attacked the security forces camp in the area. However, there were no reports of loss from either side.

* BIJBEHARA SHOPKEEPER MISSING
Srinagar, May 3:Muhammad Latif Mir son of Abdul Rahim of Deeni Hasid, Bijbehara in Islamabad district has been reported missing since the past one week. His family said he left home for some business but didn’t return and their search for him yielded no results. Police has filed a case.

* GOVERNMENT GUNMEN DETAINED FOR EXTORTION

Srinagar, May 9: Police arrested two drunken government gunmen at Boulevard Road here on May 8 evening when they were trying to extort money from a taxi driver.

According to police, two government gunmen tried to extort money from a taxi driver Ali Muhammad Kaloo near Nehru Park on May 8 evening. However, the driver managed to escape from their clutches and informed the police.

Police cordoned the area and arrested Farooq Ahmad Malla son of Abdul Rehman of Zoonigam and Muhammad Ashraf Mir son of Ghulam Nabi of Hakirpora Pulwama. A pistol was also recovered from their possession. Police has registered a case and is investigating the matter.

* IMAM HARASSED
Sopore, May 9: The troops of Rashtriya Rifles have been accused of harassing the relatives of an Imam (Muslim Priest) Ghulam Hassan Mir of Muslim Peer village here. 

The troops of 22 RR (Seelo camp), according to reports raided the house of Mir and allegedly harassed the family members.

On May 10, Army refuted the news. In a statement, it said “Mr. Ghulam Hussain Mir is not a Imam presently as he was sacked due to his involvement in corruption. Besides he is involved in inflammatory speeches and conducting rallies against the establishment in Sopore. The army further added that they had notified him to visit the camp for questioning his involvement in the grenade throwing incidents in Sopore,”

Meanwhile, in another statement the army also contested the news item “RR Beats Imam in Langate, people protest.”

Defense communiqué while refuting the news said “The Imam himself denied the allegation in front of the Pradhan (Village head) and senior officials of the Army on May 10 when inquired about the allegation of mistreatment.
* HC REVOKES PSA AGAINST 11, ORDER THEIR RELEASE
Srinagar, May 11: The Jammu and Kashmir High court has revoked the Public Safety Act (PSA) against 11 prisoners from the Valley and ordered their immediate release, official sources.

The sources said a bench of three judges arrived at a decision to nullify the PSA against 11 people after hearing the arguments of both sides.

The prisoners against whom the PSA has been revoked include Sajad Ahmed Shalla, Riyaz Ahmed Ganai, Muneer Ahmed Lone, Gulzar Ahmed Bhat, Aijaz Ahmed, Javed Ahmed Pathan, Abdul Rashid Lone and Ali Mohammad Mir. 

* VILLAGER SHOT DEAD IN POONCH
Jammu May 15: Militants allegedly gunned down a villager in Poonch. The villager, identified as Khalil Ahmed, was going to Surankote town, when militants intercepted him and abducted him at Lasana in Poonch district early on May 15, they said

After torturing him, the militants shot him dead, the sources said adding that his body was recovered from Fazalabad area in the district. The body was handed over to family members for last rites, they said.

* YOUTH ALLEGE POLICE HARASSMENT

Srinagar, May 17: Police personnel belonging to Rajbagh police station on May 16 evening nabbed six youth from Jawahar Nagar area and detained them for hours, the victims said.

According to one of them, police picked them up at 7 pm and whisked them away in a vehicle to the Rajbagh police station.” At police station they  (police) asked us strange questions like why don’t you cut your hair. They also asked us to go for modeling,” the victim said adding the police personnel mistreated them.

“Although we asked the police to leave us for our families might be waiting for us, the police personnel turned deaf ears towards our pleas.” On insistence of the youth, police later released them at10 pm last night.

* PROBE INTO HM COMMDR GETTING PASSPORT
Srinagar, May 18:Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed today ruled out a “high level enquiry” but assured “an enquiry” to find out how a Hizb divisional commander managed to get a passport and then visit Pakistan on these documents talking to media persons after the inauguration of the passport office here, Mufti said an investigation will be conducted to “find out” how he got the passport. He, however, ruled out a “high level” enquiry.

“It is to be seen how he got the passport and those behind it will be punished”,

* GOVT. AGAIN DEFERS REMOVAL OF BSF FROM IS DUTIES IN J AND K

New Delhi, May 16: The government has once again deferred removal of the Border Security Force (BSF) from the Internal security duties in Jammu and Kashmir, citing its utility in the current joint counter-insurgency operations in which it is involved along with the Indian Army, intelligence agencies and the local police.

The previous NDA government had consciously decided to replace BSF with the CRPF two years ago to remove the main grievance of the Kashmiris at the harassment and torture that they face from the BSF. The CRPF is trained for the police duties, which the BSF is not and hence it was felt the Kashmiris’ antagonism against the Indian force would reduce by removing the BSF from various towns. The expertise gained by the BSF during its presence all over the Kashmir valley for over a decade and the intelligence available with it have been cited as coming handy in a new offensive launched against the terrorists in the rural and semi-urban areas to kill and nab them before another possible influx may begin from across the line of control (LoC) and border after the snow melts in another 15 to 30 days.

* NO LOWERING OF GUARD IN KASHMIR

NEW DELHI, May 19 (UNI) Even as the fourth bus left from Srinagar to Muzaffarbad amid tight security, the Centre ruled out "lowering its guard" for some time, asserting that some "frustrated elements" were bent upon disrupting the peace initiatives. 

Anil Choudhary, Special Secretary (Internal Security) in the Home Ministry, said the centre was in contact with the passengers of the previous three buses because of the security threats to them by terrorists. Some had refused security.

"We don't see lowering of guard for sometime. Some desperate groups among terrorists have been indulging in killings and attacks, including on school children," he said.
Citing the recent increase in the tourist inflow to the valley as an instance of normalcy returning, he said the government had reasons to feel satisfied with the continuous improvement in the situation. 
He claimed that there had been 69 per cent decline in infiltration and 30 per cent in violence.
However, between March and April, the infiltration had slightly increased because of melting of snows in the higher reaches.

The tourist inflow so far had overtaken the last year's figure and the rush for Amarnath pilgrimage starting from next month, was also expected to go up.
Choudhary, however, cautioned that some desperate elements were still bent upon creating disturbances as was evident from the recent grenade attack on school children.

* SECURITY SITUATION IN VALLEY DETERIORATING: RATHER

Srinagar, May 19: Abdul Rahim Rather, leader of the opposition in the state assembly, alleged that the security situation in the Valley is deteriorating fast. Addressing a public gathering at Brana War-Chadoora he said the human rights violations were on rise in the state. "People are feeling unsafe. Even parents are afraid of sending their children to schools", Rather said. 

He added that the law and order machinery has collapsed. "Although Mufti government had promised to provide job to each household, but now the promise is not being kept", the National Conference leader said. He also had a dig over the Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed saying the latter was claiming in past that the Srinagar-Muzaffarbad bus service was a solution to Kashmir issue." But now Mufti Saheb is back-tracking on it", Rather said

*FIGURES OF KP AT DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE COUNTRY 

 Srinagar, May 23:Official figures suggest that 56380 migrants families are living indifferent parts of the country. Of this 34644 families are staying in Jammu and 19338 in Delhi. A total of 4778 families in Jammu and 237 families in Delhi are still living in camps. 
*CONG WORKER ACCUSED OF HARASSMENT

Srinagar, May 26: Inayat Ullah Rather son of Ghulam Hassan Rather, a government gunman turned Congress activist, believed to be the henchman of Peerzada Muhammad Sayed, is harassing government employees and seeks monetary favors from them, a group of harassed employees who visited Greater Kashmir office said.

The employees are contemplating to file a case against the congress worker. “I bought it to the notice of R and B minister Ghulam Ahmed Mir but he expressed helplessness,” said an official of Kaimoh block in Anantnag district.

“Two to three men always accompany him. He threatens and abuses,” the official said.  

* CONGRESS WORKER CLARIFIES

Srinagar May 27:  a Congress worker Inyat-ullah Rather has refuted the contents of news report published in a section of press wherein it was stated Rather was a government gunman and was harassing government employees. Rather said some elements were out to defame him and were trying to ruin his political career.

OVER GROUND WORKERS ARRESTED IN THE DIFFERENT PARTS OF J AND K

 Jammu, May 29:  Two over ground workers were arrested at Keshwan. The security forces apprehended two over ground workers at MCP Mughal Maidan in Keshwan. They have been identified as Zalil Ahmed, son of Ghulam Ahmed of Gull and Mohammed Hussain Sheikh son of Mohammed Akbar of Sangram Bhata. Reports said, three SLR magazines, six rounds and SLR ammunition was recovered from the arrested OGWs. On May 30 Security forces apprehended three Over Ground Workers (OGWs) of militants from Doda and Udhampur districts. Another Over Ground Worker (OGW) Bashir Ahmed son of Sardaru of Kathali was apprehended by Security forces at Kanthali, Mahore on May 29.


	Date
	Soldiers
	Militants
	Civilians
	Others

	May 01
	1
	1
	-
	-

	May 02
	1
	-
	2
	-

	May 03
	3
	6
	-
	2 political activist

	May 04
	1
	17
	1
	-

	May 05
	1
	5
	3
	-

	May 06
	-
	2
	-
	-

	May 07
	1
	1
	2
	1 Sarpanch 

	May 08
	-
	-
	3
	-

	May 09
	-
	4
	4
	-

	May 10
	-
	-
	2
	1 surrendered militant 

	May 11
	2
	3
	3
	1 released militant

	May 12
	1 VDC
	-
	2
	-

	May 13
	1 
	8
	4
	-

	May 14
	5
	3
	
	1 Political Activist

	May 15
	1
	5
	3
	-

	May 16
	2
	5
	1
	-

	May 17
	-
	2
	5
	1 NC activists

	May 18
	1
	-
	3
	-

	May 19
	-
	3
	2
	-

	May 20
	4
	-
	-
	-

	May 21
	-
	4
	3
	-

	May 22
	-
	1
	1
	-

	May 23
	1
	1
	3
	-

	May 24
	3
	3
	2
	-

	May 25
	1
	1
	-
	-

	May 26
	5
	10
	1
	-

	May 27
	1
	1
	2
	-

	May 28
	2
	1
	1
	-

	May 29
	-
	3
	1
	-

	May 30
	-
	6
	2
	-

	May 31
	3
	3
	-
	1 dead body recovered 

	Total
	41
	99
	56
	8


	Date
	Alleged C.K. / EJE
	Women
	Children
	Alleged Disappearances

	May5
	-
	2
	-
	-

	May 7 
	1 CK
	
	
	

	May8
	-
	1
	-
	-

	May12
	-
	2
	1
	-

	May 13
	1 EJK
	
	
	

	May 15
	2 EJK 
	
	
	

	May 22
	1 EJK 
	
	
	

	May 23
	1 CK
	
	
	

	May19
	-
	1
	-
	-

	May 25
	1 CK
	
	
	

	May 27
	-
	-
	1
	-

	May 3rd week
	-
	-
	-
	1

	Total 
	7
	6
	2
	1


Chronology of incidents May 2005

May 1: 1 militant, and 1 policeman were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.
May 2: 2 civilians and 1 solider were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 3: 6 LeT militants, 3 policemen, 1 Awani National Conference and 1 chairman municipality committee (Pattan) were killed in  

             the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 4: 1 BSF, 1 released militant, 16 HM militants and 1JeM militant were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 5: 2 Al-Badr, 2 HM militant 1 JeM militant, 3civilian including 2 women and an Army man were killed in the violence related 

             incidents in the valley.

May 6: 2 HM militants were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 7: 1 Army Major, 1 village head. 2 civilians and 1 militant were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 8: 3 civilians including 2 girls were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 9: 3 HM, 1 HuM, 4 civilians were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 10: Two civilians and 1 surrendered militant were killed in violence relate incidents.   

May 11: 2 Army Men, 2 school teachers, 3 infiltrators, 1 released militant and a civilian were killed in the violence related incidents 

               in the valley.

May 12: 1 VDC member and 2 women  and 1 minor were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 13: 8 militants including 7 HM militants, 4 civilians including were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley. While 

               Special Police Office  (SPO) was killed in custody.

May 14: 4 VDC members, 3 militants including 2 HM militants, 1 Army Man and 1 political activist were killed in the violence 

               related incidents in the valley.

May 15: 1 BSF, 2 H M militant, 2 JeM, 1 unidentified militant, 2 civilian, 1former renegade were killed in the violence related 

               incidents in the valley.

May 16: 2 Special Police Officer (SPO), 3 HUJI, 2 militants, 1 civilian, were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 17: 5 civilians, 2 militants, 1NC activist were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley while dead body was 

               recovered  from river.

May 18: Three civilians and policeman were killed in separate incidents of violence.

May 19: 3 LeT militants, 2 civilians ( 1 woman), were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 20: 4 Army me including a Major, were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 21: 4 militants, 3 civilians, were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 22: 1 LeT Guide, 1 civilian, were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 23: 1 civilian, 1 BSF personnel, 1 LeT militant, 1 unidentified militant were killed in the violence related incidents in the 

               valley. While a dead body was recovered from Zandpal, Tangmarg.

May 24: 2 LeT militants, 1 HM militant, 2 Army men, 1VDC, and 2 civilians were killed in the violence related incidents in the 

               valley.

May 25: 1 militant.1 VDC were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 26: 10 including 2 LeT militants, 5 Army men were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley. While a dead body 

               was recovered from the a river AT Bandipora.

May 27: 1HM militant, 1 Army man,2 civilian  including a  school student were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 28: 2 Army man, 1 Militant, 1 woman were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

May 29: 2HM militants, 1 HEJI militant, were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley. While the dead bodies of 

              abducted civilians were recovered from a ditch at Noorpura village at Tral.

May 30: 2 HM militants, 4 unidentified militants, 1 Army facilitator, 1 Army man were killed in the violence related incidents in 

               the valley. While 2 dead bodies of abducted civilians were recovered from different places.

May 31: Three LeT militants and three soldiers were killed across state in violence related incidents while a dead body of a you was 

               recovered from Rajouri.


ARMY CLAIMS 90 MILITANTS SHOT DEAD IN A MONTH





New Delhi, May 3: The Army claimed that an intensive campaign mounted to hunt down the militants in Jammu & Kashmir, left 90 of them dead since the launch of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service last month.
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WOMEN – CHILDREN KILLED





May 5: Two girls were killed and 18 injured including eight women and three children in Reasi tehsil of Jammu when militants late evening lobbed grenades, and then fired indiscriminately at the marriage function of Village Defence Committee (VDC) member’s daughter.


May 8: A 12-year-old girl was killed and her father seriously injured in a powerful explosion on May 7. Identified as Yasmeena d/o Ali Muhammad Naikoo r/o Kuligam Lolab.


May 11: Two women identified as Noora Begum of Bohri Kadal and Shamima Begum of Satrushahi were injured in a powerful car bomb explosion at Jawhar Nagar area in Srinagar.


May 12: Two women identified as Shafiqa (46) w/o Abdul Rasheed Bhat and her daughter Asiya (19) were killed, while 2 women and 25 children were injured among 60 in a powerful grenade explosion outside a Missionary School at Lal Chowk on May 12.


May 19: Two women identified as Shafiqa (46) w/o Abdul Rasheed Bhat and her daughter Asiya (19) were killed, while 2 women and 25 children were injured among 60 in a powerful grenade explosion outside a Missionary School at Lal Chowk on May 12.
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