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WHISTLE BLOWER?

Was the minutes of the meeting of the army’s 15th Corpse Headquarters on March 10 calculated leak or it was an act of whistle blower. A section believed that it was deliberately leaked to cause scare amongst the sympathizers of the political activists and it got credence because there was general scare amongst the political, social and civil society activists in the valley. 

Fear has been used as a successful weapon of war by the government to suppress and de-activise political and non-political activists. The other view was it has been leaked to press from within, as all the government officials do not support the dastardly measures taken in the meeting. It is understood that a section of bureaucracy are not supporting these measures and believed that they are being pressurized too much to adopt extreme measures, which will further alienate the people. 

Through reliable sources it is known that some of the non-local district magistrates were vocal in following the policies of the army, as they don’t subscribe to these measures and policies of the army in order to neutralize political and armed movement in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. The local bureaucracy has not objected and had no audacity to question such harsh measures. They have the history of toeing the lines of central government and their reputation has been to crawl if they are told to bow. They have gone to any extent to please the powerful politicians and other political power centres. More or less they are willing to book the Over Ground Workers (OGW) under the Public Safety Act (PSA) for two years. It is not amazing that the Chief Minister expressed his ignorance about the decisions taken in the meeting and told an Indian daily when asked about this meeting by its correspondent, “that it won’t happen”. At first instance it is surprising that the meeting of the Unified Command was held without the Chief Minister who heads it. Two important decisions were taken in the meeting that is to prepare the list of OGW and the district magistrate will book them every month after preparing dossiers in advance. 

Nevertheless, the term of OGW has not been yet described by the government. At the first instance OGW besides political activists not advocating violence it could be anybody, even the member of civil society or human right groups, exposing the lies of government and often accuse of being the upper ground face of the under ground ‘terrorists’.

After the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, the Public Safety Act (PSA) has remained the most draconian legislation in the state which authorizes the district magistrates to detain anybody in preventive custody for two years. Thousands of people have been detained under PSA for years together on the public order and security of the state. There are cases where people have been detained for more than 10-12 years repeatedly under PSA and their incarceration exceeds the punishment to some heinous offences. The district magistrate has been used as instrument to detain people who are fighting for political rights in non-violent and peaceful manner. 

This meeting unfolds some startling truths like it’s the army, which is laying down the policy, and the bureaucracy has to comply with. It also confirms the arguments advanced by the human rights groups that repression is systematic and institutional, there are two power centers in the state, the army which has total mandate on imposing its policies and get them executed by the state functionaries, notwithstanding, law and order is the state subject and the army has been requisitioned by state government but de facto the civil administration has no control and is only executory body. There has been no denial of the decisions taken by the army and it is likely that in future the decisions of booking people under the PSA will be carried out. After disengaging the international community in the name of Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) and the perception before the world community being that CBMs between India and Pakistan are working successfully and a transition from conflict management to conflict resolution is continuing, taking advantage of that position the governments and its policy makers have found an opportune time to fix the dissidents and sympathizers of the Kashmir movement and all it is being done contrary to the decision taken at the highest level. 

NOW OVER GROUND WORKERS ARE THE TARGET
March 26: One of the leading National dailies, The Indian Express on 26th March 2005 carried the details of the meeting held at the Army’s 15 Corpse Headquarters, which was chaired by the Chief Secretary S.S. Bloeria. The minutes of the meeting were leaked to the press, caused the alarm amongst the public in general regarding the policy matter of the government particularly to book Over Ground Workers (OGW) including the press in Public Safety Act (PSA). 

Here in below we are carrying the excerpts of the meeting:

              A special meeting was held at the Army’s 15 Corps Headquarters chaired by Chief Secretary SS Bloeria. The agenda of the meeting was to review the present security situation in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. Among those present were Corps Commander Lt General Nirbhay Sharma J-K DGP Gopal Sharma, top Army officers, heads of BSF, CRPF and ITBP in Kashmir, Senior intelligence officers, Deputy Commissioners and Senior Superintendents of police.

General Officer Commanding 15 Corps in his opening remarks complimented the efforts put in by all in the ongoing 'Operation RAHA T'. He also expressed his satisfaction on the good intelligence based operations over the last one-week and appreciated the joint operations being carried out. 

The events are unfolding exponentially and the good will earned by the security forces has become worrisome for some sections and there are efforts to negate the same. With infiltration reduced to near Zero level and a large section of terrorist leadership neutralized, the adversary has intensified psychological operations to put the security forces on the back foot. 

(b) In issues for discussion it was mentioned that  

(i) Over Ground Workers: The OGWs are an area of concern not only for the security forces but also for all organs of the state machinery. Proactive action to neutralize them needs to be initiated.

(ii) Surrendered and Released Terrorists: There are a large number of surrendered and released terrorists in the valley and quite a few are being recycled. We should take stock of the situation and keep them out of circulation. 

(iii) Information Management: The most important aspect of prevailing environment is information management. Propaganda and disinformation must be neutralized and coordinated with a proactive approach. 

It was discussed that declining level of violence in the valley not only indicate the lowering level of terrorism, but also a certain lack of pro-activeness on the part of the security force that must be changed seek out the terrorist proactively.

There are efforts by some vested interests and terrorist organizations to slander the security forces. We must have clean operations and must ensure better results. We must follow up on linkages of various events/incidents.

The Chief Secretary commended the efforts put in by all in Operation RAHA T. He thereafter gave the following points: - 

(a) The fence along the LOC has given us tremendous advantages, which need to be capitalized upon.

(b) He reiterated that the aspects of building of the fence, holding of the local bodies elections successfully with participation of the people in large numbers, and the impending running of the Uri - Muzaffarabad bus have provided a feeling of normalcy in the people. These happenings have not only forced a quantum shift in the current situation, but have also improved the image of the security forces (particularly of the Army) to levels, which are the best in the last three decades.

(c) Over Ground Workers. The District Commissioners and the JKP in consultation with the Security Forces must ensure that the problem of OGWs is addressed expeditiously. 

(d) Media Management. Adequate emphasis needs to be given to media management. 

It was also discussed that the State Administration and the JKP are the prime players in booking of OGWs. 

In the meeting it was also discussed that 

(a) There should be sizing up of the OGW and targets per month should be set on booking them. 

(b) There is a need to take a headcount of the surrendered and released militants in the valley, they should be checked on a weekly basis so as to keep a track of their activities.

(c) Operations in large villages are likely to spark off protests and demonstrations by the public. These should be addressed pro-actively.

(d) All terrorist tanzeems (organizations) in South Kashmir rely on the HM for support and consequently there is greater cooperation between them.

Decisions Taken
(a) Over Ground Workers

(i) Lists of OGWs to be prepared in mutual consultation between JKP, Civil administration and the security forces. To be completed by 31 March 2005. 

(ii) Quarterly targets for OGW neutralization to be decided upon and all actions to book them to be initiated well in time.

(iii) Dates of meetings, to be hold at district level to be decided 

(iv) By the district administration in consultation with the security forces and JKP and promulgated to all concerned. 

(v)    The police and the District Magistrates must informally discuss the actions required to book the OGW targeted for the month. 

(vi)    Dossiers on the OGWs should be prepared in advance. The requirement of booking them under PSA, as well as under Section. 87, 88, 107, 108, 133, 145, 151 and 512 of CrPC should be deliberated and decided upon. 

(b)    Surrendered and                                    Released Terrorists

(i)    The headcount of surrendered and released terrorists to commence immediately. They must be made to report to the police stations. 

(ii) Inspector General of Police, Kashmir Zone, Srinagar to prepare a series of models on rehabilitation of surrendered terrorists. Other than government employment, all other measures could be assessed and recommended. 

(iii)    The surrendered and released terrorists should be kept under observation so that they do not rejoin the ranks of the terrorists nor provide any assistance to them.

Regarding the information management 

Strict action against known print media personnel indulging in anti-national activities to be initiated by the police and civil administration. 


Reports to media be coordinated and undue exposure to media be avoided. 


It was decided that the next Specia1 Security Meeting would take place in second/third week of April 2005 


It needs to be improved as quite a lot of planning is carried out by persons lodged in the jails.


The Director General or Police and General Officer Commanding 15 Corps during their concluding remarks emphasized the points on addressing the OGW problem.

CAPTAIN RAMBO 

UNCROWNED KING OF JAGERPORA
The picturesque village of Jagerpora in Kupwara district presents a deserted look. The atmosphere is gloomy and one can sense the fear lurking as people watch every movement with suspicion. Moving along the narrow alleys, as our team entered the town, people peeped out of their houses in curiosity, while children encircled us in awe, following wherever we went. The whole place exuberated a disturbed look. Army men haunt the place in flesh and blood. Our visit was apparent to the residents of the area, as they afford to talk to us in a very hush hush manner. Traveling for an hour, our first halt came at the house of Manzoor Ahmed Dar, who had been recently tortured by 33 RR Captain and his colleagues on the intervening night of 8th March. 


Still recuperating at Soura hospital nearly 80 Kms from Jagerpora, Manzoor had been brutally tortured afflicting multiple internal injuries. Soon after the incident, Manzoor’s brother lodged FIR bearing no 34/US/342 RPC in Kupwara police station. However it did not prove beneficial, as the police is not ready to take action against the erring official.

The ordeal for the residents of Jagerpora commenced the day Captain Rambo got posted in the village. Iniquitous, he is quite infamous for his insolence with endless records of brutality. Since his posting, he has thrashed quite a lot of the village youth to pulp leaving them in a half dead condition for no reason.  This has been the reason for them to circumspect before talking to any organization. 

Talking to The Informative Missive, Manzoor’s brother Muhammad Ashraf Dar said, “In just a week’s span, Captain Rambo interrogated eight boys of the same locality, before his fell upon his recent prey Manzoor. Manzoor Ahmed Dar, s/o Ghulam Ahmed Dar, was allegedly lifted from his residence at Jagerpora during a cordon on March 6, morning by 33 RR troopers led by captain Rambo. After a brief torture, he was left and ordered to report at the Nagri camp. Reaching the camp, Manzoor was made to lie down and tortured there brutally for half an hour demanding arms. A farmer by occupation Manzoor pleaded his innocence. This infuriated the captain who ordered his men to beat Manzoor repeatedly until he would hand over his arms. “Either hand over the ammunition or I’II kill you,” the captain retorted aguishly to Manzoor who consistently refused to have any knowledge about the weaponry. Finishing his sentence, he inserted a stick into Manzoor’s rectum, which made him scream fiercely, at the same time bleeding profusely. After gratifying his cruelty, Captain further ordered his men to pick him up and threw him near the main road before he was hospitalized”.

Doctors at the hospital affirmed Manzoor’s severe condition. “We are observing him; his condition is getting critical and he has developed complication in abdomen,” a senior doctor said on anonymity. 

Talking to The Informative Missive, Manzoor recuperating revealed, “During the crackdown, Captain Rambo thrashed me in front of everybody and then asked me to come to the camp for tea. The moment I reached the camp, they beat to pulp and put me under 3rd degree torture. Adamant to show his power, captain ordered his men to sodomize me, so that I will remember his name throughout his life” choked Manzoor.

Talking to the media persons on the incident, SSP Kupwara said, “We have registered a case and asked the Army higher-ups to look into these allegations,” Further adding Col R K Sen, Public Relations Officer (PRO) 15 Corps, said, “I’ have asked commander 7 sector RR to look into the allegations.

The oppressors in any conflict zone use harassment, molestation, rape and sodomy as a war tactic. Soon after the incident, the residents of the area come out on streets protesting which by this time has become a casual routine. But each time people have protested, nothing has come out and every time their pleas have been reduced to deaf ears. After the local press highlighted Manzoor’s case, captain Rambo went on a leisure leave to avoid any hassles.

Captain Rambo villagers allege calls himself as the king of Jagerpora. His words connoting from Wadpora to Mughalpora, I am the uncrowned king” speaks aloud of his crooked intentions. All the faces in the village reflect apparent look of fear with the acts of his barbarism having its imprints in each household of this village.

The era of Begaar (forced labour) may have vanished from the face of earth but not in this part of the world. Residents from the six villages coming under Captain Rambo have to attend to his services which include searching for landmines from as early as 5.00 am. All of them are biddable and present themselves as non-defiant and meek species. Each village has to send two men and work without being paid. If any untoward incident happens, blame goes to the people who had been in this searching party for the day. Two such persons were slapped POTA by the captain as they had been the unlucky men of that day. 

The captain has not only let loose a reign of terror in the lives but in the minds of people. The ambience is such that it can be apprehended to the blench approach of the people to the psychological disaster caused by none other than their savior- captain Rambo.

KILLED MILITANTS ARE CIVILIANS: LOCALS
Srinagar, Mar 2: The killing of two persons by army at a Shopian village on February 27 has triggered off a major controversy with reports pouring in that both were civilians and were killed in a fake encounter. The authorities have ordered a magisterial probe in the killings. 
 
Reports from Pulwama said army on February 27 claimed to have gunned down two militants identified as Mashoq Chopan s/o Lal Chopan from Chetripora Nawgam in Shopian and Iqbal, a Pakistani in an encounter at Shardpora, Shopian. An FIR filed with a local police station said both were "militants" and killed in an encounter with 17 JAKLI. 

On February 16, reports said, two civilians Mohammad Rafiq Ganai of Ahgam, Kulgam and Mukhteyar Ahmad Bhat of Bandpa Dozinapora, Shopian were arrested while traveling between Yaripora to Munadgufan. Their vehicle was stopped at Machua village and both were taken into custody. 

Subsequently, their families started efforts to trace them and approached several army camps in the area. The families said the army denied having arrested them. Becoming suspicious of the "encounter", they approached police where they identified the photographs with police as those of the two missing youth. 

These families today approached Lateef-uz-Zaman Dewa, district commissioner, Pulwama in this regard. Sources in the district administration said Dewa in the late afternoon ordered an enquiry in the killings vide order no 1 / DMP/ 05/ dated February 2, 2005. 

"The sub district magistrate has been directed to conduct an enquiry and both bodies will be disinterred. Subsequently, their DNA samples will be collected to identify them and find out the cause of their death", sources said.

FAMILIES OF INNOCENT CIVILIANS KILLED IN FAKE ENCOUNTER AWAIT JUSTICE
Baramulla: In 2003, Muhammad Amin filed a case in the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) for relief. The SHRC directed the CID for verification regarding the status of Manzoor.  

The CID in its report to the SHRC has acknowledged that all the six youth killed in the fake encounter were innocent civilians. 

It has been now two years but nothing has come out of the case. 

It is pertinent to mention that on the fateful day of15 May 2000, six youth from Sopore went disappeared and later claimed to be killed by the army. According to the army, all the six youth aged between 18-20 were related to militancy and were killed in an encounter by the army at Tangdar Kupwara nearly 200 Kms from Sopore. 

It was week later that the families of the disappeared youth came to know about their killing through a local daily. Refuting the army claims, the people of the Sopore and adjoining areas came onto streets and staged a massive protest. They forced closed down all establishments and blocked the main road thereby suspending vehicular movements. Amidst anti government slogans, the people demanded immediate action against the innocent killings. The protest continued for twenty days. During this period, various officials visited the spot but failed to pacify the agitated masses. It was only after twenty days that on the assurance of strict and swift action by Inspector General of Police (IGP), and deputy commissioner Kupwara that people withdrew the protest.  

Divulging the details of the incident, one of the victims Manzoor’s father revealed while talking to The Informative Missive, “ Manzoor was an innocent person not remotely connected with any organization or any subversive activity. A shopkeeper by occupation, he was a pious boy who worked with Tableek-e-Jamaat – a Muslim religious organization involved in religious preaching and social work. Manzoor had been with this organization for quite a long time. He would go on for a mission for weeks, fortnights or even at times for a month. However every time on a mission he would make it a point to somehow take out time to visit his family again even if that was for an hour only. It was not difficult for him as the organization would take out the mission within Baramulla district only ”.

Adding further he said, “ On 11th May, three days prior to the incident, Manzoor came back from his 38 days mission. The very next day he went disappeared. We thought he might be at his shop. But when we failed to ascertain his whereabouts we all got very perturbed. Further, it was the same time when five other youths also got disappeared. So our apprehensions were enhanced. We came to know about his killing only after the local daily identified the militants killed by the army in an encounter as the disappeared youths. It was shocking. They all were innocent civilians and here they had been killed and buried without anyone of us knowing about it”.

Soon after the incident, people went to streets protesting against the innocent killing.  Fearful, the army changed its stand and claimed that they were innocent civilians who got killed in crossfire. An FIR was filed in the Tangdar police station. The consistent protests forced the authorities to hand over the identity cards recovered from the dead bodies to their respective families. The authorities further ordered the concerned officials to exhume the bodies and hand it over to their families for proper burial. 

“We exhumed the bodies from Kupwara and finally laid them to rest at our ancestral graveyards” Sobs Muhammad Amin Banday. Moving from post to pillar, Muhammad Amin has no compliant from anybody. All that he wants is to get relief so that his other children won’t suffer the immense poverty and suffering that he is undergoing.  

INNOCENT KILLING

Poonch: Can a cost of human life be Rs.15, 000? Life in Kashmir has been reduced to the barrage of bullets and few bucks of compensation. Killing has become a common phenomenon giving least value for life.  

On the intervening night of March 11-12, army allegedly killed middle-aged Lal Hussein (45) s/o Fakir Mohammad of Surankote Poonch of Jammu province while he was monitoring their presence, on coercion of militants.

Sources told The Informative Missive, that three armed militants on the intervening night of 11-12 March intruded into the house of Lal Hussein and coerced him to accompany them to cross a bridge. Knowing the dangers involved, Lal Hussein’s family pleaded before the militants to leave him. However the militants ignored their pleas and threatened Lal to accompany them or face dire consequences. Fearful, Lal Hussein accompanied the militants. Before crossing the bridge militants forced Fakir to monitor the army presence. As he went to monitor the army presence, the personnel of 20 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) manning there fired upon him on suspicion of being militant. The bullets pierced Lal Hussein’s body, killing him on the spot. Hearing gunshots, the militants escaped from the spot.  

    As army went in to check for the militant body, they were shocked to find it Lal Hussein’s whom they already knew. After verifying his identity, the body was handed over to Lal Hussein’s family for last rites.


The deceased is survived two sons and a daughter. Army, who visited the Lal’s family for condolence, paid a compensation of Rs.15, 000.

However the question that can haunt any sensible mind is: “ Can an amount of 15000 compensate for the loss the family has suffered or can it assure just a living for them” the answer is no. It’s not just a killing of one person but one responsible life which will plunge yet another family into the obscurity of destitution and misery.
BARBER KILLED IN FAKE ENCOUNTER AT SURANKOTE

Poonch: Massive protest rocked Doodiwati and adjoining villages in the Surankote area of Poonch district after a thirty-eight-year old Wazir Muhammad r/o Doodiwati, Surankote was killed in an exchange of fire between militants and army in Surankote area of Poonch. 


Accompanying the troopers of 20 RR came under heavy bullet shower from militant side. In the ensuing encounter, Wazir was killed. Army claimed to have killed two militants and one guide apart from recovering arms and ammunition from them. However in the FIR army alleged Wazir of being militant guide, harboring and supporting militants. 

According to the sources at Surankote, on Feb 25 evening, around 7.30 pm a contingent of 20 RR troops ordered Wazir to accompany them. Being barber, Wazir had been intimidated by army earlier on several occasions. Therefore, neither Wazir’s family nor he himself had any apprehensions for accompanying the troopers. It was on Feb 26, after Wazir’s body was handed over to his family that people came to know about his killing. 

Denying the army allegations, Wazir’s family accused the troopers of 20 RR to have killed Wazir in a fake encounter. Day after, villager’s from the area and adjoining areas came out on street and started protesting. The villagers blocked the highway suspending vehicular movement for hours. It was only after the intervention and assurance of investigation by higher authorities that pacified the angry mob.

 The army approached the family for compromise, which the family refused altogether. They demanded the justice should be delivered and will not compromise at any cost.

553 DETENUES RELEASED IN 27 MONTHS; BUT WHAT ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, QUESTIONS OPPOSITION NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Jammu, March 9: Even though 553 detunes were released over 27 months under Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed’s healing touch policy, his political opponents are unimpressed. The figures, they say, do not give the clear picture of the situation on the ground where human rights violation, they allege are rampant.

“They make tall claims about releasing the detunes, but what is the ground reality. The human rights violation have become a matter of routine,” said Mehboob Beig, senior National Conference MLA.

Minister of State for Home AR Veeri, however, begs to differ with Beig. “ There has been a tremendous fall in the cases of human rights violations after the Mufti-led coalition government assumed charge in the State. They should first see their own record before pointing a finger at us,” countered Veeri.

Pointing out that the record of PDP-Congress coalition on the release of detunes is much better than that of the previous government, Veeri added: “We have succeeded in creating an atmosphere that will help restore peace in the State”.

According to government record, within 60 days (Nov-Dec 2002) of its coming to power, the Mufti-led coalition government had released 29 persons following bail, court orders, completion of detention under public Safety Act (PSA) and on the recommendations of screening Committee.

In the on-going Assembly session, opposition NC has sought to corner the government on human rights issue.

On 5 March 2004, NC members had forced the government to order a magisterial inquiry into the Shopian incident where two person-allegedly militants were killed in police firing. The National Conference also surprised many when they decided to share a platform with the separatist Hurriyat on the issue of human rights violation in the State December 2004.

“The healing touch policy of the present government is limited to the surrender of militants, while it remains silent on the HR issue,” said AR Rather, leader of opposition in the Legislative Assembly.

However, the government says that its record is better is better on both the fronts-HR and release of detunes. “In  2001 and 2002 when the NC government was in the power, only 59 and 83 detunes were released respectively,” said Home Minister Veeri.

 The PDP, of course, hopes to use its human touch policy to win over the people and strengthen its roots, especially in the valley. And if their leaders are to be believed they have succeeded in it.
Chief Minister Sayeed, however, insists that its policy is above politics. “Forget politics, we have succeeded in providing a better governance with our policy,” he said.

ARMY MAJOR ALLEGED OF HARASSING REDNAG PEOPLE

Kupwara, Feb 28: Residents of Rednag, Lolab threatened migration if authorities fail to transfer a “notorious” army Major from the area. 

According to villagers, 18 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) Major Khullar accuses the inhabitants of “harboring” militants, the claims strongly refuted by the locals. “The Major calls up the village youth and threatens them of dire consequences if they decline the offer of becoming an army source. Many times youth have been brutally thrashed by the army on this pretext,” the residents said. 

Further adding, the local while contesting the army claims told The Informative Missive,” We have no liaison with any militant organization and this we have been pleading for long. Still we have to report everyday on the Rednag camp,” 

Accusing Major of harassing people without any provocation, Shahmala (60) said, “Fearing illegal detention, I never allow my son to go out of the house,” 

According to police sources, they received several complaints against the Major 

and have asked the Major to stop harassing people. 

Fearful and anguished over the callousness of the higher authorities towards mitigation in army excesses, the villagers threatened of mass migration if the Major is not transferred immediately. 

When contacted, commander 8 sectors RR Brigadier Manohar told sources “Presence and movement of militants is there in the area, but our personnel are not harassing the common people”. He also denied of any torture allegedly inflicted on the people.

HOSPITAL EMPLOYEE TORTURED 

Baramulla, Mar 3: Troops of Rashtriya Rifles (RR) on March 3rd afternoon abducted and tortured a medical assistant of sub-district hospital Baramulla.

According to eyewitnesses, the gunmen reached the hospital in a Tata Sumo vehicle without number plate. After entering the hospital premises the gunmen dragged Tahir Ahmed Shah s/o Muhammad Maqbool Shah of Ruhama village in Baramulla district out from the hospital, boarded him in the vehicle and sped away after hitting three person. The injured are identified as Bilal Ahmed of Sangri, Manzoor Ahmed Lone of Ushkara and Manzoor Ahmed.  

The hospital staff after witnessing the incident followed the vehicle in an ambulance and also informed the police about the kidnapping. The ambulance according to witnesses stopped the Sumo several Kilometers from the hospital and the staff tried to retrieve the medical assistant. The gunmen however identified themselves as troops of 29RR and told the staff to stay back. “We are taking him for questioning,” one of the staff members quoting an RR man told the source. The troops later took away the medical assistant with them.

When contacted, SSP Baramulla Muneer Khan told the source the troops have detained the medical assistant as serious allegations have been leveled against him. “ They have taken him for questioning,” he said.

The hospital staff observed a complete strike after the incident and threatened mass agitation. The medical assistant was released late in the evening after severe torture.

PROTEST AT SHOPIAN

Srinagar, Mar 4: Facing one of the toughest army sieges for the past five days, the residents of Matribugh, Shopian on March 4 alleged that several women were dragged by troops into a freezing stream triggering off violent protests. Thousands of people from several adjacent villages joined the protests against the siege and the state government, no official from which visited the area during the crisis. 

The irate protesters burned the Tehsil office and six of them were wounded when police beat them up. One of the wounded men has been admitted to hospital here. A 12-year old boy died in stampede caused by the protesters chased by police.  

Thousands of people from Tekipora, Zipora, Chakoorah, Ratnipora, Kanihama, Landoor and Hajipora villages today assembled in Shopian and demonstrated against the troops, who according to them were committing atrocities on the besieged residents of Matribugh, particularly the women folk. 

The residents alleged that some women were dragged into a nearby stream in Matribugh this morning. Seeing the abject plight of some residents of Matribugh, who had managed to escape the siege, the protesters were enraged over the inaction of government because no top official from civilian administration visited the area over the past few days. 

Matribugh village was cordoned after Hizbul Mujahideen militants abducted and killed a junior commissioned officer and a soldier during an encounter some days ago. Three soldiers were also wounded in the incident. The village has been besieged since February 28. 

The protesters, wishing to convey their concern about the siege to the Tehsildar Shopian, were marching towards his when police stopped them triggering off pitched battles with police. Protesters pelted stones on the police wounding constables Muhammad Ayub and Nisar Ahmad. 

Police tried to disperse the protesters and charged at them with bamboo canes. In the melee, hundreds of protesters entered the office of Tehsildar and set it ablaze. Protests didn’t relent and the highly agitated protesters stoned the additional reinforcements of police that were sent in to restore order. The reinforcements ruthlessly beat up the protesters. Police fired hundreds of tear gas shells and fired hundreds of rounds of fire in air. 

Six protesters identified as Manzoor Ahmad Bhat s/o Ghulam Nabi of Chakora, Bilal Ahmad Dar s/o Ali Muhammad Dar of Chakora, Hilal Ahmad Thokar s/o Manzoor Ahmad Thokar of Landoora, Mudasir Ahmad Dar s/o Assadullah Dar of Kanihama, Sajad Ahmad Thokar s/o Abdul Rahman Thokar of Hajipora, and Gulzar Ahmad Mir s/o Ghulam Muhammad Mir of Kareemabad, Maniloo, were wounded. 

Of the injured Hilal Ahmad Thokar has been shifted to Srinagar in critical condition while others are being hospitalised at Shopian Sub District Hospital. Many injured persons have reportedly sustained bullet wounds, however, police said it fired in air. 

 
Meanwhile, the troops of 9 Rashtriya Rifles, 17 JAKLI and 90 Battalion of BSF, for the fifth day today searched the houses in Matribugh. The searches haven’t yielded forces either the militants or the arms during these days. 

Major Joshi, the spokesman of Victor Force, the command headquarters of counter insurgency troops in South Kashmir, denied allegations of atrocities. He said “wireless intercepts of conversations between militants indicates that they are still caught up in the village and they were inciting the residents of villages in the vicinity to stage protest demonstrations so that they could escape from there.” 

There was thin attendance of people in mosques on Friday because of tension. In their Friday sermons, the preachers condemned the siege and asked government to lift it immediately. Alleging that police ruthlessly beat up the protesters, the preachers demanded a probe into police action. 

The superintendent of police Pulwama said the situation was tense. He said record of Tehsil office was saved. He also denied that protesters were wounded by police fire.

ARMY OCCUPIES 3000 KANALS IN KARGIL

Jammu, Mar 5: The state land measuring more than three thousand kanals is under the occupation of Army at Khurbathang plateau, Kargil. This was admitted in a written reply by the home ministry of the state government in reply to the query raised by Nasarullah, MLC from Kargil. 

According to the ministry, the Army authorities were persuaded to vacate the land at Khurbathang plateau, as the said land was required by the civil administration for raising a Model township. 

“But the army authorities did not hand over the possession of the said land despite the fact that an alternate land measuring 4338 kanals and 15 marlas in lieu of the land at Khurbathang plateau at other places has been identified and offered by the civil administration to the army authorities,” the minister said. 

Nasarullah, in his query asked the government to come out with the clear-cut policy about the development of Kargil. He said that the Army in spite of the fact that an alternate land at Khurbathang was allotted to army authorities has occupied most of the areas Khurbathang. 

On the question of the steps undertaken by the state government to evacuate the forces from the site and to develop a new town there, the government has replied that efforts are on to perused the defense authorities to vacate the said land. 

The state government has also made out a proposal to raise a Model Township at Khurbathang at an estimated cost of rupees six crores.

600 DETAINEES LODGED UNDER PSA: VEERI

Jammu, Mar 5:  A total of 600 detainees including 174 foreigners are lodged under Public Safety Act (PSA) in different jails as on January 31, 2005. Minister of State for Home A R Veeri stated this in a written reply to a question put by Javeed Rana. 

In his reply about releasing of detunes under the “healing touch policy,” it was stated that 533 persons were released with from November 2002 to January 31, 2005, following bail, court orders, completion of detention under PSA and on the recommendation of screening committee. 

In Nov-Dec 2002, 29 detunes were released; in 2003, 274 were released; in 2004, 223 were released and till January 2005, 27 were released. 

On question about the reasons for slow process in releasing youth languishing in different jails without any charge or trial, the minister stated that assumption is not based on fact. It was stated that there is a set procedure for release of detunes/under trials by the court of law. 

In case of individuals detained under PSA the cases are reviewed from time to time and releases are decided on the basis of extent of involvement and likely impact on security environment in the area. 

The Minister stated that during year 2001 and 2002, only 59 and 83 detunes were released respectively; the figures during year 2003 and 2004 were 274 and 223 respectively.  

The minister reply stated that there is no question of any innocent youth being kept in jail with out due process of law.

According to government record, about 600 detunes, including 174 foreigners, are still lodged in different district jails under the Public Safety Act (PSA).

	  S. No
	YEAR
	NO. OF DETENUES RELEASED

	1
	Nov/Dec, 2002 
	29

	2.
	2003
	274

	3.
	2004   
	223

	4.
	2005 (till Jan
	27

	
	Total
	553


16 INNOCENTS KILLED BY SF IN 2003-04:VEERI

Jammu, Mar 9: The security forces killed sixteen innocent persons during 2003-04, Minister of State for home; Abdul Rehman Veeri said responding to a query in the legislative council on March 9.

The minister said that security forces killed seven innocents in 2004 whereas it was nine in 2003. He said the security forces have all along been given strict instructions to take utmost care to ensure that the life and property of civilians are safeguarded.

Upon asking the cases in which probe has been ordered, the minister said that on the basis of circumstances leading to the death, in each case, legal actions has been taken by registering a criminal case in the jurisdictional police stations.

He however said that whenever there is “ a suspicious killing,” the government has ordered a separate magisterial probe in addition to the cases registered by the police.

Further in a written replying to query raised by Sharif-ud-Din Shariq in the state legislative assembly on March 10, Veeri stated that 4,753 persons including 1569 civilians, 714 security men and 2470 militants were killed during the last two years in the state. Giving year wise breakup, the minister said 836 civilians got killed in 2003 whereas the figure is 733 in 2004; besides 1494 militants have been killed in 2003 while 976 in 2004.

CUSTODIAL KILLING IN BANIHAL

Srinagar March 18: Thousand of people held huge demonstrations against the alleged custodial killing of a youth by troops at Banihal. The protestors blocked the Srinagar-Jammu highway for hours suspending vehicular traffic. 

According to Sources, troops on March 17 evening claimed to have killed a militant Riyaz Ahmad Mir s/o Bashir Ahmad Mir of Bonekote Banihal at village Chanyari, 8 kilometers from Banihal.


Quoting locals, sources said that the deceased was a civilian and was detained by troops on March 16.  Protesting against the killing, the people of the area blocked the highway and chanted slogans against the troops. The protestors declined to take the body of the deceased and demanded an investigation into the killing. 

Riyaz, according to the locals was told by the army Major S D Singh to come to the camp on March 16. “The army however detained Riyaz for unknown reasons,” they said adding that he was later killed by troops in a fake encounter. They further alleged the deceased was first tortured and later killed. The Tehsildar later on visited the area and assured protestors of an inquiry into the incident. He also directed the police to register FIR against the army and start investigation into the matter.

HM CHIEF’S FAMILY ALLEGES CUSTODIAL DEATH: Army Denies Allegations
Kupwara, Mar 27: The family members of Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) commander Ghulam Muhammad Malik alias Kamran who was killed on 26 March have accused thee troops of killing him in custody.

Defense spokesman on 26 March said the troops of33 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) killed Kamran, who was the Divisional commander and financial Chief of Hizb in an encounter at Dardpora forests in Kupwara.

However, Kamran’s family members said that he was taken into custody and later killed in a fake encounter. “I received the information about arrest of my brother from Naihama Kralgam village in Handwara on 26 March at 2 p.m. and at 7 p.m. I informed police,” said Kamran’s brother.

SP Handwara, Nitish Kumar however said that he has information that Malik was killed in encounter with troops. He termed Kamran’s killing a “big success” and said arms and ammunition was also recovered from the slain commander.

His ailing mother and four children including two daughters survive the slain militant.

YOUTHS TORTURE SPARKS PROTESTS IN KUPWARA
Kupwara, Mar 20: Hundreds of people of Kalaroos and adjoining areas on 20th March held protest demonstrations against the alleged torture of two youths by the troops.

The agitators chanted slogans against the troops for torturing shopkeepers Muhammad Maqbool Payer (35) and Nazir Ahmed Lone (24), both haling from Dangerpora village.

According to Maqbool’s mother Raja Begum, the troops barged into their residence on 19th March evening.  “They blindfolded Maqbool, a father of five, and started digging the house. When the troops found nothing, they took away Maqbool,” Raja told sources, adding Maqbool was released in the wee hours on 20th March. She said he has several torture marks on his leg.

According to Maqbool, the troops were asking him to handover his brother, who is in Pakistan from the last 8 years.

The father of another victim, Nazir Ahmed lone, told the sources that the duo was tortured in their house.

In the morning, the residents of area held huge protests against the torture. The protestors blocked Kupwara Machil road and demanded action against the erring troops and demanded security for the victims.

Deputy SP Ghulam Rasool assured protestors of proper investigation and said that an FIR would be registered against Army. “ We have filed an FIR and we will investigate the matter,” the police official told the sources.

SSP Kupwara Sunil Dutt said that army has reports about Maqbool’s brother being active in the area. The matter will be fully investigated, he added.

On 21st March, the army refuted the news “ Youth Torture Sparks Protest in Kupwara”. According to a defense communiqué, the torture allegations leveled by the youths of village Dangurpur Kalsroos are completely baseless.

PROTESTS IN PULWAMA

Srinagar, Mar 9: Thousands of people on March 9 held huge protests outside the deputy commissioner’s (DC) office at Pulwama against the torture of youths by police in the Bathnoor area of Tral. The DC, according to media sources later on instructed the officials to take immediate action against two police personnel.

According to sources, four militants were killed by troops during an encounter in the Bathnoor area on February 4. Three days after the incident, the troops and police personnel again cordoned off the area and detained many persons during the searches. The troops and police personnel, according to locals thrashed many youth leaving them injured.

On February 8, police personnel and troops again visited the area and raided many residential houses. The troopers beat many persons injuring some of them critically. The injured persons according to sources are presently undergoing treatment in the sub-district hospital.

Agitated by such incident, the people of the area on March 9 held huge protest outside the DC office against the atrocities and shouted slogans against the troops. They also demanded immediate action against the erring cops.

The DC according to sources wrote a letter to the SP Awantipora bearing No.DCP/PA/2456-60 dated 9-03-05 asking him to take action against the personnel under rules so that such incidents won’t happen again. The DC further asked the SP to submit a detailed report regarding the incident within 24 hours failing which he would order a magisterial inquiry to probe the incident.

GOVT ADMITS FAKE NAGROTA SURRENDER

Jammu, Mar 12: Government on 12 March admitted that 25 men out of the 45, who surrendered in Nagrota in 2004, were not militants but forgers. It also said that three persons have been arrested for staging the surrender.

Relying to a question by a National Conference MLA, the Home Minister, A. R. Veeri, said in the assembly on 12 March that on November 9 last year a case of surrender of 45 local militants took place at Nagrota in Jammu district. However, later, it was revealed by verification that of the 45 men, 25 were not genuine, he added

The main accused in the case is close relative of Pradesh Congress Peerzada Muhammad Sayed. The relatives of the persons, who were lured by the accused on the promise of a job and instead paraded in the much-hyped surrender, have accused PDP-led coalition of shielding the guilty.

BANDIPORA RESIDENTS WANT ARMY CAMP SHIFTED

Srinagar: Hordes of angry residents gathered outside the Nadihal High School at Bandipora in North Kashmir on 26th March and demanded immediate shifting of an Army camp of stationed in one of the school buildings.

The people were furious following the death of a student in a blast within the school premises on March 25th. While no militant organization claimed the responsibility, the Jammu and Kashmir police said a hand grenade was thrown towards the school building, resulting in the death of the student. Eight others were injured in the incident.

However a defense spokesperson claimed that the deceased student carried an explosive in his school bag, which exploded killing him on the spot and injuring others. The deceased was identified as Mohsin Sarwar (15).

Refuting army claims, villagers hold the army responsible as soldiers man the only entrance of the school. The injured schoolboys say that they were coming out of their class when a blast took place. “ Our classes ended at 1 p.m and we were rushing out of our class. Suddenly there was a big bang and we fell down,” said Firdous Ahmed Bhat (16) a class 10- student who was hit by splinters in his legs, thigh and abdomen. “ I saw Mohsin lying in the mud. We were scared and it stated firing so we ran back inside.”  He said a group of angry troops came inside the building and beat them.

“They (Army men) were very angry. They hit us and accused us of carrying a grenade,” he said.

The officers of 14 Rashtriya Rifles, who had rushed to the school immediately after the blast, too believed that a schoolboy was carrying a grenade. The police, in fact, claimed to have recovered the lever of the grenade too. But nobody could explain how the boy sneaked a deadly grenade into the school. “ We don’t search the schoolboys,” said Lt Col A.K Verma. “ The militants are using innocent school–children and giving them deadly explosives.”

The Students say they used to be frisked but not for the last two days. “ We had been requesting them to vacate the school premises for a long time,” a village elder said. “ We always apprehended something ugly like this is going to happen.

APPOINTMENT UNDER SRO-43: 800 FAMILIES FACE DISCRIMINATION.’ YOU’VE WAITED FOR 10 YRS, WAIT SOME MORE TIME,’ MEHBOOBA TELLS VICTIMS

Srinagar, Mar 14: Nearly 800 youth of Srinagar district whose SRO-43 cases are pending from years have decided to go for “mass suicide” if government failed to provide them jobs. 
“We’re pursuing our cases for last several years and so far nothing has come up. Now we’ve decided to kill ourselves. We will commit suicide en mass,” the desperate youth said.  
 
*Muhammad Rafique Mir of Buchpora was studying in 10th class when his father Muhammad Akbar Mir died in a grenade explosion at Sabzimandi Soura. “He had went to fetch vegetables on December 1, 1995 and got killed in the blast,” Rafique says. Since then the family has suffered terribly. Rafique passed matriculation examination and then gave up studies to sustain his ailing mother and three sisters. “I’ve pursued my case but nothing has come so far except insults and humiliations,” Rafique said. 

*Ifran Ahmad Dar had no worries till April 11, 1993. On this day his elder brother Muhammad Abbas Dar and sister Mudasira Bano were killed in a grenade explosion at Rainawari. Irfan’s family now comprises of two persons: he and his ailing mother. “Somehow I completed graduation and now I am waiting for the job so that I could spend money on treatment of my mother,” he said. His father had died years before the explosion. 

*Mukhtar Ahmad has seen worst. A resident of Khawajapora Syedpora in Eid Gha area, he and his brother Nazir Ahmad Dar were working in fur factory at Rainawari. On January 22, 1994 a grenade explosion took place outside the factory forcing the workers to flee. “When we rushed out of the factory, troops outside fired upon us killing my brother on spot,” Mukhtar said. A bullet pierced through Mukhtar’s chest, but he survived. Now, he has to sustain his mother and sisters. He said the government didn’t give any ex-gratia relief to his family. 

*Zubida lost her mother in 1990 when a bullet hit her during encounter between militants and paramilitary forces at Qamarwari Chowk. Since then family is waiting for job under SR0-43. But so far they have been left high and dry. 

*Nazir Ahmad Shah is brother of Javid Ahmad Shah, one of the victims in infamous Soura triple murder case. Javid’s two children are with Nazir and the family is waiting for a job under SRO-43 to next of a kin of the killed. 

Some four years ago Meraj-ud-Din Mir’s brother Abdur Rahman Mir left his house at Eid Gha Sagam and didn’t return. After four days family was informed to identify a body recovered by police station Sumbal. The family rushed to the police station and was shocked to see body of Abdur Rehman. And since then the family is waiting for a job under SR0-43. 

According to official sources and people, the above cases are just tip of an iceberg. 
  
The victims’ families have been meeting ministers who assure them of a job but have done nothing. “The PDP led government has not given any attention to SRO-43 cases of Srinagar district,” the people told the sources. 

The traumatized families have bitter experiences. “We visited PDP president Mahbooba Mufti. She told us sarcastically ‘now you have waited for ten years, wait some more time,’ ” the youth said. 
 
Bureaucrats were also harsh to them. “We had made files of our cases, still deputy commissioner Srinagar issued a fresh circular asking to complete formalities again,” the youth said, adding they had to face fresh ordeal. 

“We are ruined and have no option other than to commit mass suicide”, the youth said. 
Minister of State for Home Abdul Rahman Veeri however said, “presently the government has no posts to accommodate these candidates. We have taken cases in chronological order from every district but presently we don’t have jobs.” 

He said “we have jobs in other districts of Jammu division but could not accommodate candidates there from valley. We are identifying the jobs but they have to wait for some time.” 
The Deputy Commissioner Srinagar Shalender Kumar said, “We’ve send 350 cases to General Administrative Department and whenever posts will vacant, their cases will be taken.” 
Kumar claimed many people from Srinagar have been appointed under SRO-43.
SEVERAL WOMEN INJURED IN CANE CHARGE

SRINAGAR, March 18: Massive protests rocked Kangan Township against the large-scale arrests made by police in the area over the last several days. Several women were injured in a police lathi (cane) charge. 

Reports said more than two dozen youth have been arrested by police in Kangan and adjoining localities for participating in the March 12 protest demonstration during which the "tehsildar's office" was ransacked. The March 12 protests followed the allegations of "rape and torture" by army in Thoon village. 

Subsequent to the protest, police has lodged two separate FIR's, one against army for committing alleged atrocities in Thoon and another FIR no 21 of 2005 related to ransacking of the tehsil office. 

Reports said police in the latter case have conducted several raids in which 26 youth were arrested. A number of them have been released but around a dozen are still in custody. 

A large number of people on March 18 staged a demonstration against "the unruly behavior" of police. Strong anti-police slogans rent the air and people were particularly furious over the behavior of the concerned deputy superintendent of police. 

The protestors said police is seeking "ransom money" for releasing the arrested youth and regretted no action has been taken against the incident (at Thoon) that triggered the protest. They alleged that innocent youth are being targeted in the area. 

Police resorted to lathi charge on the protestors resulting in injuries to some women. The injured women have been identified as Zeba w/o late Abdul Ahad Wani, Raja w/o Abdul Rahman and Jana w/o Ghulam Ahmad Mir. 

The situation took a serious turn when one policeman lobbed "a grenade" towards the mob. "There was panic and people rushed towards safety. The grenade did not explode and the cop was arrested by police", an eyewitness said. Shopkeepers observed a strike and traffic remained suspended in the area. 

Station House Officer Kangan, Abdul Hameed, when contacted, played down the incident and said only few people participated in a protest. "We are arresting those people who ransacked the tehsil office here and broke the window panes of the building besides damaging the record", he said. 

Asked about the policeman who was arrested after lobbing a grenade towards people, the SHO denied that it was a grenade. "That was a tear gas shell that fell on ground during melee. The cop was towards the crowd to get it back and there was some confusion there", he said. 

Another protest, meanwhile, rocked Tral Township on the same day. Reports said the protest was staged against the alleged excesses of security forces at Chak Rajpora village in Tral. 
MOTHER SEEKS WHEREABOUTS OF HER SON

Srinagar, March: Naseema Bano of Peer Bagh Humhama said that her son Shabir Ahmed Wani had left home for Delhi few weeks ago for a job. She said after reaching Delhi he was regularly in touch with the family. “Then suddenly someone identifying himself as Assistant Commissioner of Police Delhi started calling our house intimidating the family and asking for whereabouts of Shabir” she said, adding that since the person started calling her house, her son got disappeared.

The lady said in the meanwhile police picked up Shabir’s father and detained him for 12 days. “Police told us Shabir has run away with a girl”, she said, adding the family has no knowledge about it. She expressed concern about well being of her son. “We have no communication with him and are concerned about his well being,” she said.
NEWS IN BRIEF

GOVERNMENT GUNMEN LET LOOSE REIN OF TERROR

 Kupwara, March 14: The State authorities have ordered an enquiry into the accusations leveled by the residents of Motebug Kalaraoos, Kupwara against a government gunman whom they accuse of harassment. 


Reports said, residents of Motebug Kalaraoos alleged a government-patronized gunman Waheed Ganie s/o Mohammad Ganie working with army of causing undue misery. Two weeks ago Waheed cut off the main water pipe supply to the village. Besides, he blocked the road to local Mosque, thereby not allowing anybody to offer prayers in mosque. 

The renegade according to the locals, roaming unwarranted has made their lives hell. On objection to comply with him orders, he threatens the villagers of dire consequences.

Panicked, the villagers have registered their complaint with the DC Kupwara, who in turn has deputed Naib Tehsildar to investigate the matter. SSP Sunil Dutt also told media persons that police are investigating the matter.     

TANGMARG PROTEST

Srinagar, March 11: Hundreds of people on March 11 demonstrated against government following the arrest of a civilian, a neighbour of Tourism Minister Ghulam Hassan Mir, reportedly by Special Operations Group of police.

The local residents told sources that Gypsy borne armed men arrested Muhammad Akbar Lone s/o Ghulam Rasool Lone of Haridontoo area of Magam of Baramulla district in North Kashmir and took him to some unknown destination. However, the local police have denied knowledge about the arrest. The protesters who blocked the traffic on Srinagar- Gulmarg highway suspect it to be a handiwork of SOG.

BEERWAH RESIDENTS PROTEST AGAINST NUMBERDAR’S ARREST

Srinagar 25: Hundreds of people on March 25 staged huge demonstration against the detention of a Numberdar Ghulam Rasool Dar (60) s/o Abdul Ahad Dar at Beerwah. They threatened of strong agitation if the numberdar was not released immediately. 

According to sources, the people of Rathsan took out a massive procession to Beerwah and demanded immediate release of numberdar arrested by troops of 34RR after he was asked to report at the nearby camp. The protestors chanted slogans against the arrest and accused the troops and police of detaining him for not giving information about a militant Muhammad Yousuf Sheikh. “We will block the Srinagar-Gulmarg road and resort to violent demonstrations if the numberdar is not released in 12 hours,” they said.

Sources said the troops have claimed to recover ammunition from the numberdar’s possession and police has registered a case against him. The protestors however negated the police charges saying that nothing incriminating was recovered from the numberdar’s possession.

SOLDIER COMMITS SUICIDE

Srinagar March 29: A soldier on 29 March committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle in Uri, local sources said.  Sources said the deceased has been identified as Gopal Singh of 168 Field Regiment camped at Uri.
HEAD OF MISSING PERSON RECOVERED

Kupwara March 29: Head of a 60-year old person who had gone missing in December 2004 was on 29 March 2005 recovered from Sulkote forests here by police. Police sources say leopards might have eaten his body. 
The deceased was identified as Ghulam Muhammad Khan s/o Sadar Khan a resident of the area. An identity card and some currency notes were recovered from the spot, police said.
MATTAN STRIKE

Srinagar March 29: The Mattan area of Islamabad on 29 March observed a complete strike against the severe thrashing of shopkeepers by troops on 28th March evening, reports said. Reports said the troops beat up the shopkeepers as the people burst firecrackers after Pakistan defeated India in the test cricket match at Bangalore. “Many shopkeepers were injured in the troops thrashing,” 

PROBE ORDERED INTO SHOPIAN FAKE KILLINGS

Srinagar, March 3: After a magisterial enquiry was ordered into the killing of two civilians in a fake encounter in Shopian, the bodies of the deceased will be exhumed for conducting DNA tests. The bodies will be later handed over to the bereaved families for last rites. The enquiry committee will work under Sub Divisional Magistrate Shopian.

Reports said that at the initial stage, the committee will get the samples for the DNA test and will hand over the bodies of their heirs for their burial in the ancestral graveyards.

The district development commissioner has further directed that chief medical officer; SDPO and the superintendent Sub district hospital should get involved into the processes of collecting DNA samples. He has said that the DNA samples will be sent to forensic laboratory Hyderabad.

KILLINGS IN MARCH 2005

	Date
	Soldiers
	Militants
	Civilians
	Others

	March 01
	3
	4
	-
	-

	March 02
	-
	2
	1
	-

	March 03
	2
	5
	1
	-

	March 04
	-
	-
	2
	-

	March 05
	-
	2
	1
	-

	March 06
	-
	7
	-
	-

	March 07
	-
	3
	-
	-

	March 08
	-
	3
	-
	1PDP

	March 09
	-
	6
	-
	-

	March 10
	1 JCO
	3
	1
	-

	March 11
	-
	3
	1
	-

	March 12
	-
	3
	-
	1 Ikhwani 

	March 13
	-
	5
	1
	-

	March 14
	-
	2
	1
	-

	March 15
	-
	2
	-
	-

	March 16
	2
	2
	2
	-

	March 17
	-
	1
	-
	1 political activist

	March 18
	-
	2
	1
	-

	March 19
	-
	4
	-
	-

	March 20
	-
	5
	1
	-

	March 21
	-
	-
	2
	1 released militant

	March 22
	-
	4
	-
	-

	March 23
	-
	1
	2
	-

	March 24
	-
	-
	3
	1 political activist

	March 25
	-
	-
	1
	-

	March 26
	-
	1
	6
	-

	March 27
	-
	1
	-
	-

	March 28
	3
	-
	4 
	1 political activist-

	March 29
	-
	1
	1
	-

	March 30
	2
	4
	-
	-

	March 31
	-
	2
	1
	-

	Total 
	13
	79
	33
	6


	Date
	Alleged C.K. / EJE
	 Women
	Children
	Alleged Disappearances 

	March 3
	1
	-
	         -
	-

	March18
	
	
	1
	

	March 26
	-
	2
	1
	-

	Total 
	1
	2
	2
	-


CHRONOLOGY OF MARCH INCIDENTS

	March1
	3 Army men and 4 militants were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March2
	1civilians and 2 militants was killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March3
	5 militants including 1 Lashkar-e-Toiba militant, and two Army men including JCO of 9 Rashtriya Rifles were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March4
	2 civilians were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March5
	2 militants and 1 civilian were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March6
	4 militants of Jaish-e-Muhammad and 3 militants of HM were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March7
	3 militants of Harkat-ul-Jehadi were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March8
	3 militants  and 1 political activist were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March9
	6 militants of LeT were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March10
	1 civilian, 1LeT militant, 1 JCO and 2 unidentified militants were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March11
	 2 LeT militants, 1 HM militants and 1 civilian were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March12
	3 militants and 1 Ikhwani were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March13
	1 Retired Dy.SP, 5 militants including 1 Let militant were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March14
	 1 HM militant, 1Jaish-e-Muhammad and 1 SOG were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March15
	2 militants were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March16
	2 Army men including Major, 2 militants including 1 LeT militant, 2 civilians including 18 years old boy (Bilal Ahmed) were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March17
	1 LeT militant and I political activist were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March18
	1 civilian (student) and 2 militants were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March19
	4 militants were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March20
	1 student and 5 HUJI militants were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March21
	2 civilians and 1 released militant were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March22
	4 militants were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March23
	1 militant and 2 civilians were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March24
	1 Political Activist, 1 HM militant and 3 LeT militants were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March25
	1 civilian was killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March26
	6 civilians and 1 LeT militant were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March27 
	1militant was killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March28
	1 HM militant, 1 Political Activist and 4 civilians were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March29
	1 civilian and 1 HM militant were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March30
	2 BSFmen and 4 militants were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.

	March31
	2 militants and 1 civilian were killed in the different incidents of violence in the valley.



The OGWs are an area of concern not only for the security forces but also for all organs of the state machinery.


Propaganda and disinformation must be neutralized and coordinated with a proactive approach.


The problem of OGWs is addressed expeditiously. 


Adequate emphasis needs to be given to media management. 


The State Administration and the JKP are the prime players in booking of OGWs. 














Another victim Wali Muhammad Dar turned deaf after the same captain tortured him on 3rd March. Unable to stand, his swollen legs are a witness to the crude torture tactics used by the captain and his allies for the harassment.  Frail, he was not able to speak loud and took time to utter each word. He gave the appearance of getting straight from sick bed.








18 SUICIDE ATTACK IN 2 MONTHS, GOVERNMENT CLAIMS SITUATION IMPROVING: SAGAR





Jammu, Mar 5: Senior National Conference leader Ali Muhammad Sagar on 5 March said the ground situation in the state as being projected by the government is far from reality.


Sagar said “there are almost daily Suicidal attacks and in two months about 18 attacks have taken place and this shows the tall claims of providing security and improving in situation”.


Raising the issue of killing of innocents in Shopian, he said this exposes the false claims of government of upholding human rights and added that even the probe ordered would not reach the conclusion.


�






On March 17 evening troops claimed to have killed a militant Riyaz Ahmad Mir. 





Locals allege the deceased was civilian and was detained by troops on March 16.  








WOMEN – CHILDREN KILLED


March 18:A 10th class student Mohsin Sarwar was killed in a blast at Nadihal Bandipora on Friday. 


March 26: Unidentified militants entered the house of a surrendered militant Muhammad Shabir Gujjar and gunned down his mother Gugy, wife Shamshad Begum alias Kali and his infant daughter.
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