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Editorial

WE WON’T CHANGE WE ARE KASHMIRIS

Nations like individuals have risen in pain and sufferings. People in the middle of crises have pullout most extraordinary resources, ingenuity, courage and self-sacrifice. Notwithstanding, Kashmir has undergone the unprecedented turmoil and turbulence; conflict and configuration from last 16 years, (which unfortunately is likely to continue) but it has failed to rise, as nothing has changed. We keep harping on the deaths of 100 thousand people, UN resolutions and human rights issues. We curse and blame every body outsiders and insiders for our sufferings.  Other nations under similar circumstances have derived strength and have risen through the struggle, believing that they are part of the problem and part of the solution. Unfortunately, here people particularly the elite are mere front-sitters. They are willing to wound but afraid to strike. They have long wish list without making any investments. People here have individual options and are not for collective options. They blame politicians who are only reflection of the society. In struggles intellects has to take the lead other wise the space will be taken by pity politicians, lampoons and charlatans claming to be representative of the people. The responsibility lies on the elite who are opinion makers, gadflies, whistleblowers and independent investigators to present historical perspective, a psychological basis’s and to inspire the people with the stories of whose who have resisted the oppression and injustices throughout history. Like other nations, and even during Quit Indian Movement against British the Indian intellects become the torchbearers. 

Merely indulging in the blame game and raising the fingers towards the politicians is not enough. As the saying goes if you point your finger towards someone, four fingers are pointed towards you. We seem to be the failed nation. We have failed to build institutions against oppression and suppression and for protections of civil and political rights of future generations. There is not yet a single credible institution including on human rights. We do not have any press club or conference hall here while other places press have establish it.  More so, its irony here that press is against establishing the press club because of inner bicker. The meetings are held in hotels and restaurants and it is bearable by only funded politicians.  There is no scientific approach to the problems and we just use rhetoric. Kashmir watchers want facts and figures to highlight the plight of Kashmiri’s. Considerable numbers of Kashmir Watchers who are supportive to the Kashmiri rights feels handicap because of the lack of required details they need. We not only have failed to earn friends but have de-motivated and disappointed   “friends of Kashmir” eager to promote their rights. We don’t have the exact number of the people killed, disappeared, tortured, raped, molested or number of orphans, widows even after 16 years.  How many cases have been sent to United Nations Human Rights Commission and different Working Groups on Enforced or Involuntary Disappeared, Torture, Extra Judicial Killings? Up to 1997, only six cases were sent to UN Human Rights Commission on disappearance, not to mention about the cases of molestation, rape etcetera. Though its pity that still a microscopic section of Kashmiri Diaspora in European and Western countries are only busy in   holding conference in Washington Toronto, London and Brussels without giving much emphasis on documentation. The visiting diplomats including European troika along with the local and foreign journalists feels disappointed over the rhetoric of the politicians and activist here. Same thing is being repeated every year. Browbeating over the excesses, which we often do before outsiders and projecting ourselves as muzlooms, which is part of our culture. We have failed to motivate the survivors as the agent of change like other places for preparing them for an effective action (APDP has done it to some extent). It is again a pity that the survivors have become the numbers before the visiting NGO’s, press from India and outside. It is like parading them in zoo. The criminal indifference of the society towards the survivors is sickening.

The civil society of Kashmir has to raise to the occasion from hostility for which a struggle is needed and for the struggle the commitment and enthusiasm is needed. It is the duty of elite to come forward otherwise history will not forgive them. In the words of Henry Ford “enthusiasm is a bottom of all the progress and success with it there is accomplishment and without it there only alibi”. Now it’s enough.  Its not late that too when only job is to promote the justice.

HE PAYS BOTH LIMBS TO PROVE HIS NON-AFFILIATION WITH ON GOING MILITANCY 

Thirty-two-year-old Nazir Ahmad Sheikh son of Abdul Jabar r/o Mowar Yahma tehsil Handwara of district Kupwara in North Kashmir was rendered amputated after being tortured by the troops of 14 Dogra Regiment. Nazir a porter with army lost both of his limbs and his left hand’s four fingers. 


On 11th January 1995, a patrolling part of 14 Dogra Regiment took him in their custody while he was walking through Mowar link road.  Least did he know that he was going to meet an unimaginary treatment at the hands of troops.


Nazir Ahmad while talking to The Informative Missive recounts, “ I was heading towards the Mowar market to fetch some household items. Before I could reach the market a passing patrolling contingent of 14 Dogra Regiment shouted at me to halt. The soldiers encircled me and asked for arms. I replied, I am not a militant how can I posses or carry arms? Without listening a word they took me to Kalamabad camp where I was tortured for 10 consecutive days”.         


Further he said, “They took me into a torture cell and tied up my arms backward and laid me on the floor. Then they trampled rollers on my legs and poured hot water on my legs for an hour. They afterwards made me drag on snow for another hour. This treatment continued for 10 days. Whenever, I asked them the reason for torturing me the interrogators intensified the torture methods. Ones they forcefully pressed my left hand on fire-hot Bukhari (coal heater) owning to which four of my left hand fingers were incinerated.     


Thereafter, I was shifted to Langate military camp where similar modes of torture were inflicted on me for 8 subsequent days. The torture was so severe that it left me crippled. I realized that I could never walk by my foot now. During the torture they persistently asked me about arms and whereabouts of a wanted militant whose name I don’t remember. Ignorant about the militant’s whereabouts, I incessantly expressed my helplessness. Furious I even dare to ask them to send me across the border so that I will bring arms and ammunitions for them. This sparked more anger among them”.

Nazir was later kept at Langate military camp for more than a week and then shifted to Baramulla military camp where medical aid was given to him for two days. Thereafter, he was shifted to 15 Corps Batwara, Srinagar where the military doctors treated him for 20 more days, before throwing him on Jammu – Srinagar highway. Luckily a passing vehicle took pity of his conditions and took him to Bone and Joint Hospital, Barzulla, Srinagar. 


Day after Nazir was admitted in the hospital, local newspapers carried the report on him through which his family came to know about his whereabouts. 


On the next day of Nazir’s arrest his perturbed mother Khatija Bi filed First Information Report (FIR) No. 54/95 dated 12/1/95 with Handwara police station.  


In the hospital Nazir was twice operated within a gap of 12 days in which his legs and fingers were amputated. However, the suffering didn’t end for Nazir Ahmad. 


However, the sufferings did not end for Nazir Ahmad. So far 2 ½ lakh rupees have been outlaid over his treatment.   

“The only relief I got were from DC’s Office Kupwara, the amount of Rs. 75, 000 and that too three years after my torture. 

My wife Haleema often quarreled on one or the other pretext compelling me to divorce her and finally she opted for second marriage leaving our only 12 year old with me. One of the reasons I divorced her was that I feared some serious trouble from her, as she had made her mind not to live with me anymore since I was rendered handicapped”. Nazir further reveals.  


He added, “It was my elder brother-in-law who shifted at my home for taking care of my family comprised of old-aged mother, an unmarried sister and a son. My physical deformity is surely to show upon the future of my kith and kin.  Being a liability I worry how I will marry my sister, how I make my son’s future bright and how long my brother-in-law will bear our burden. How long?” 


Nazir Ahmad met the then Chief Minister and several other ministers besides meeting politicians to take up his case before official highs-up but all in vain. He also met the army whom he worked with but they only expressed sorrow over his conditions and nothing more. 


Nazir Ahmad filed a writ petition before Jammu and Kashmir High Court through counsel Parvez Imroz. 


The only compensation the victims received was the meager amount from the then ruling regime and furthermore were assured of a job under SRO 43 which he hitherto yet to get.
SOURA TRIPLE MURDER WITNESS TORTURED

Srinagar, June 15: Noor-ul-Haq alias Air Marshal Noor Khan, a former militant commander and now a stamp vendor in court, here during his detention in 1999 saw three innocent civilians in Soura Police Station. The three men were later found murdered. He had heard their cries when they were tortured by the notorious police officer Abdul Rashid Khan alias Rashid Billa and his men in the police station. The officer has been proclaimed offender by the government, however, is reportedly enjoying their patronage in some Indian city. While Noor-ul-Haq is still paying the price for the coincidence of being in the station at that time. He says police is hounding, harassing, and threatening him and his family. “Because of persecution the education of my children has suffered badly,” he says. 

Noor Khan has written letters to the Secretary General United Nations, Amnesty International, International Red Cross and other Humanitarian agencies. Besides to the President, Prime Minister of India, Mufti Muhammad Sayeed and Abdul Rehman Veeri- Director of Intelligence Bureau. The letter reads, “I face threat to my life and liberty in Indian held Kashmir for no crime or sin of mine except that I am an eyewitness to the triple murder case which was committed by Dy SP Abdul Rashid Khan during night of June 23, 1999 at Soura Police Station. If I am liquidated, which is apparent by the authorities of the Security Agencies of India and those of Indian held Kashmir, my children would be begging on roads.” 
 
The letter is also a plea for asylum in any country other than India. 
Noor-ul-Haq says that on May 21 this year he was arrested by Special Operations Group of police and released a day later. “ During my detention I was tortured by third degree methods such as electric shocks, hanging by legs upside down, complete starvation, and rolling a log all over body that left me almost dead. The officials and officers involved in the arrest and torture are Dy SP Ruby Singh and SSP Islamabad Ashiq Bukhari. My family was not informed about my arrest and Rs 60,000 in cash and revenue stamps worth Rs 400, a leather belt, identity card, and a telephone diary were snatched away from me and never returned. There is no outstanding case against me and my only offence is that I am eyewitness to the above mentioned triple murder. ”Attached to the letter is his photograph taken soon after he was released. The photograph shows Noor Khan clad in underpants with visible torture marks on thighs and the arms. 

According to Noor Khan, the officers- Ruby Singh and Ashiq Bukhari rebuked him during interrogation for having deposed as a witness before additional sessions judge (TADA Court) in Jammu against their colleagues.

“My only crime is that I have deposed before the court only the facts to which I am an eyewitness before man and God,” the letter reads. Haq says that his whereabouts during the recent arrest were revealed only after High Court Bar Association intervened. “ Otherwise I would have been liquidated and the above mentioned officers were hell bent to kill me in custody and later announce that I was killed in a encounter, which is a routine in Indian held Jammu and Kashmir.” 

According to Haq, the State Human Rights Commission and the High Court had asked government to provide security to Noor-ul-Haq. “Since I felt insecure at the hands of police and other agencies I had appealed to the SHRC for security cover and also the State High Court. But no security has been given to me which shows the state doesn’t even respect the orders of honorable High Court,” the letter reads. 

“I am living under a constant threat and my life has become a hell for me and there is every apprehension that I may be killed under any pretext. I am compelled by circumstances to seek asylum,” he says adding that he had written to Amnesty International (AI) for asylum in any country except India. The AI had sent his request to the United Nations, which hasn’t responded yet. 

“If I am killed, my family would be reduced to a begging lot. I have no other hope except your institution and If my request in not granted I would think that there is no person or authority on earth to save the innocent people from the cruel jaws of the Indian forces and I would conclude that my fate lies in the hands of Indian security agencies and like people of Jammu and Kashmir lose faith in the world body,” the letter concludes.

DM LETTER SHOWS HOW PSA IS MISUED AGAINST KASHMIRIS

Srinagar, June 10:  “ It is surprising that such type of sensitive cases are being drafted without application of mind and verifying the facts, further, this office is being misled by doctoring and concealing the facts. It is therefore crystal clear that the Senior Superintendent of Police, Srinagar is seeking detention of these individuals on fabricated grounds and without having any solid and specific proof.”

These hard words are from a letter (DMS/MISC/26-27, DATED April 4, 2005) by the then District Magistrate  (DM) Srinagar about four dossiers prepared by the police for detention of four detainee under Public Safety Act (PSA) second time.

 
The DM didn’t grant the orders of detention on the dossiers citing absence of “ any specific or solid proof”.

Nevertheless, his letter and return of the dossiers failed to provide any reprieve to the four detainees who are still in what their lawyer and relatives term “illegal confinement of police” for last seven months. The detainees are: Manzoor Ahmed Baba of Wandhama Ganderbal, Firdous Ahmed Sheikh of Darveshbagh Pattan, Ghulam Ahmed Tantray of Badijalan, Mnoorabad and Munawar-ul-Zaman of Arwani, Kulgam.

They were earlier booked under PSA, which was however quashed by the High Court. Now, the relatives said that police have prepared four fresh dossiers against them, and have send them to the DM for approval. 

Bashir Ahmed Sheikh said his son Firdous was picked up by policemen in civvies from Pattan Bazaar. “For 11 days I went to every police station and to nearby troop camps seeking whereabouts of my son, but everyone denied his arrest. Later he phoned us from Police Station Zakora informing about his arrest. He told me SOG had handed him over to police after 11 days,” Bashir said.

The 60-year-old father secured bail of Firdous, however he was not released. He was instantly booked under the PSA and taken to Court Balwal Jail in Jammu.

The aged father filed a writ-petition through his counsel Shafaqat Hussain Mir seeking quashment of the detention order dms/psa/45 dated November 11, 2003 against Firdous. The High Court on November 16 2004 quashed the order and directed the state to release Firdous. He was brought from Kot Bhalwal to Srinagar for the case.

However, Firdous, Bashir said, was re-arrested in the Central Jail premises by CIK and was taken to Hari Niwas. He was there for one month and then handed over to Zakora police station.

“Now police has prepared a new dossier which is lying with the District Magistrate Srinagar and if he will sign it, my son will be booked under PSA again on the same flimsy grounds which have been quashed by the Court,” Bashir a cobbler, told the sources.

Earlier, police had prepared a dossier against Firdous and other three detainees for the PSA. The dossier had shown they had “ met militants in Central Jail.”

It was sent to District Magistrate Srinagar. However, the DM in his letter vide DMS/MISC/26-27/205 on April 19, 2005 after cross checking the facts returned the case.

The DM had asked the Superintendent Central Jail to show to how meetings with various militants were organized in the jail by the four persons after their release from the jail. He had also asked the Senior Superintendent of police to mention the dates when these individuals visited the jail. In response to the query raised, the SP jail on April 6,2005 said {“none of these individuals have visited his jail for a meeting or an interview with APHC leaders/ top ranking militants since their release.” the SP had also given date of release of each detainee from his jail, or a meeting or an interview with APHC leader/ top ranking militants since their release.”

The SP has also given date of release of each detainee from his jail, which was different from one shown by the SSP Srinagar in the dossiers.

Taking strong exception to it, the DM refused to grant detention against the detainee under PSA and returned the dossiers saying, “ the orders for detention against the above mentioned individuals couldn’t be granted in absence of any specific or solid proof.”

“But they are still in police custody. Its illegal confinement and we’ll seek compensation from the government for keeping in the jail for last so many months,” the counsel for the detainees told sources

 
The relatives have other worries. “Though my son is in illegal confinement, I am paying Rs 600 to police for his boarding and lodging,” they said.

“ They demand Rs.600 per month for illegal confinement of my son, and I have also paid Rs 2000 to them for his medicine. Firdous had complained of severe stomach pain,” his father said.

Bashir Ahmed Baba brother of Manzoor Ahmed Baba said his brother was studying in 10th class when he was arrested. He was later booked under PSA vide order DMS/PSA/58 on January 1, 2004. The court quashed the order on November 2004. He said he was released and re-arrested from the Central Jail but was taken to Zakora police station.

The relatives said the detainees have already obtained bail in the cases registered against them and the Court has quashed PSA. But still they are in police custody. The brother Manzoor said he has paid Rs.1200 to police for providing food to his brother.



PROBE ORDERED INTO TRIPLE MURDER BY BSF

Srinagar 12: After massive protests by the people of Gool in Udhampur district, State Government has ordered a magisterial inquiry into the murder of three members of a militant’s family by the personnel of Border Security Force (BSF).

Reports said the BSF personnel stationed at Thatharka in Udhampur allegedly killed the trio after the militant, along with another militant, surrendered before Station House Officer (SHO) of Gool police station.

The two militants reportedly belonging to Harkat-e-Jehad Islamic, Ashiq and Farooq, surrendered before the SHO Gool on June 5. The SHO took them to the Police Station where they would formally deposit the weapons. In the meantime, a team of BSF posted at Thathkaka garged into the house of Ashiq at Chescchepora and allegedly shot dead his father Bashir Ahmad, mother Razia and brother Riyaz Ahmad who was a Special Police Officer (SPO).

The incident sparked off demonstrations in the area with people shouting slogans against the BSF and demanding action against the guilty.

Reports said the BSF soldiers didn’t allow the people to bury the bodies for two days and locked them in the house.

The bodies were only handed to the people after they staged massive demonstrations and forced the closure of all the educational and commercial institutions. Later the local MLA.SDM Mahore and Tehsildar Gool pacified the protestors and assured them of investigation into the incident.

The State Government directed the Additional Commissioner revenue Udhampur to hold a magisterial inquiry into the incident. BSF has also instituted a departmental inquiry and placed its constable Kapil Dev under “ house arrest”.

Reports said the police had found five persons were witnesses to the incident and their statements will be recorded before the judicial magistrate.

The police have already registered cases against the accused BSF officials for the alleged murder of the family on the complaint of Ahmad Din, the brother of the surrendered militant, Ashiq.

RS Pawar, DIG (Intelligence) BSF said the inquiry ordered into the incident would be completed at an earliest. “ We have withdrawn a BSF company from the place as there were allegations against it. We have placed the constable under house arrest from whose rifle the bullets were fired,” he said, adding BSF commander has been appointed as the recording officer to conduct inquiry into the incident.

 
The local residents said the BSF unit was not happy over the surrender of militants before police because they could not take credit for it and get promotions to higher ranks.

BALTAL VILLAGERS FORCED INTO BONDED LABOUR

ARMY SAYS IT PAYS THEM WEEKLY
(Dumhal) BALTAL, June 12: Gujjars who hope to make a living in the coming Yatra  (Hindu pilgrimage) season by facilitating the travel of Yatris to Amaranth Cave say they are living a miserable life because army soldiers have force them into bonded labour for days. Dumhal is the transit point for the Amaranth Yatra through Baltal route.

“Army forces us to carry haul supplies on horses to the higher reaches for months together without paying us. Many times we protested before their officers but in vain,” said the horsemen preferring anonymity on fear of reprisal.

“We have no option but to remain silent as there is complete rule of Army here. Even the administration has turned deaf ears to our woes. We are fed up now, please help us,” the villagers lamented.

Accusing the Army and Government of encroaching their land, they said, “ it is our property. Army and the Government have been pitching tents, building steel hutment and bathrooms on it.”

A defense spokesman while refuting the charges said, “ Yes, the local unit of the Army posted does employ the services of the local people but they are being paid on weekly basis. You can call it paid labour.

Having a population of more than a thousand comprising 300 families in three villages-Nalag, Vygum, Realpathri-Dumhal lacks even the basic facilities. “ In the absence of a dispensary and transport, we have to carry the patients, particularly, the delivery cases on horses. Government hasn’t done anything for the people here. We only see the officers during the Yatra period otherwise we are left only on the mercy of God,” they told the sources.


INSANITY COSTS LIFE

Kangan, June 24: Army personnel shot dead an insane person at Ganwan Kangan Ganderbal in Srinagar district.

The locals of Ganwan Kangan said insane Shabir Ahmad carrying a kitchen knife ran after his cousin past their quarrel. Troops, manning the area, intervened in the civil dispute and tried to stop Shabir. This infuriated Shabir who tried to flee from the spot, however a trooper identified as P K Pashama ran after him. When the trooper was unable to catch hold of Shabir, the other accomplices fired volley of bullets killing him on the spot and injuring his father Ghulam Ahmad.

“We know he was insane but there might have been other means to pacify him but the troops resorted to very inhumane tactic by firing unwarrantedly”, said Ghulam Muhammad, one of the neighbour while talking to The informative Missive. “If ever their accomplice will behave in the same way, would he will be killed”, questions Ghulam Muhammad.

Shabir’s family members are still reeling under shock, unable to bear the loss. While his siblings refuse to accept this reality, his parents have pacified down their emotion by accepting it as their destiny. “He was destined to die like this”, sobs Ghulam Ahmad, his father. “He was mentally ill. However, does that give free license to kill anybody? Despite his disability, he was much more than an insane for us, expresses his sister. Gloomed over his loss she rebukes, “ They had no right to interfere in our family dispute. If they had, they had no right to kill him. There were ways by which we could have calmed him down”. 

 Later army had extended their apologies to the family. “ Can a five letter word of sorry get my brother back. They said sorry and went away. Can human life be so cheap to be compensated by sorry. No never but whose their to raise their voice and seek justice” She reiterated.

“ My parents are old and ailing and her other brother is young to wander around courts and human right offices to seek justice and that too for an insane”

IKHWANI TERRORIZE VILLAGERS

Malingam Baramulla: Living in far-flung, Ikhwani (Government. sponsored gunmen) dominated areas is a disadvantage especially if you happen to be a parent of a girl child, then neither your life nor your honour is secure. Government gunmen or Ikhwanis, which came into existence with the help of Indian security forces to assist them in anti-militant activities, do not hesitate in compelling poor villagers to let their daughters marry them.

Such an incident occurred in Malingam village of Bandipora in 1999. Ghulam Ahmad Gujjar, 60, father of six unmarried daughters faced the brunt of living in Ikhwani inflicted area.

 Six petty thieves turned militants turned dreaded Ikhwanis showed their interest in marriage to six of Gujjar’s daughters. However, Ghulam Ahmed refused to comply. One month later, Ikhwanis once more visited his dwelling asking him to pay fifty thousand rupees as imbursement for enraging them through rebuttal and failing to which his family had to face their wrath. However, this time too he was unable to fulfill their demands for wretched economic condition. In order to save his family from Ikhwani terror he offered in exchange of money his only two cows. The band of the Ikhwanis refused to accept and went away. “I don’t have any financial source besides my two cows, how could I could have met their demand”, he said while talking to The Informative Missive.

Time elapsed fast and calmly for a month since the last visit of Ikhwanis. On one fateful night, that particular band of Ikhwanis accompanied by 40 others stormed Gujjar’s house, broke open the doors and windows of the house and started indiscriminate firing on the inmates, killing Gujjar’s wife, Rani, his daughter, Rubina Bano and injuring Gujjar in right leg and other in rib cage. Traumatized over the killings, Gujjar fell to the ground and remained unconscious for hours. Still raged the Ikhwanis wanted to torch the house but later changed their plan.

Talking to “The Informative Missive” Gujjar said, “ I am still living under the threat of those Ikhwanis as one of the major of 14 RR, with which they are associated told me to leave the place otherwise they will kill my whole family”. “Now where should I go and how”, he reiterated. 

The main culprits have been identified as, Rashid s/o Gulab khan Tandoli, Chandi s/o Poola Mohammad Tandoli, Sataroo s/o Poola Mohammad Tandoli, Bila s/o Juma Santri, Majid s/o Juma Santri, Lateef s/o Gulab Khan Tardily and Abdul Rehman s/o Fazilban Gujjar. All of them belong to the Gujjar community. 

The agony of the victims does not end here because the protectors of law do not have the courage to book Ikhwanis. When Ghulam Ahmad Gujjar tried to file an FIR against the culprits, concerned SHO showed his reluctance. “He requested me not to file FIR as he didn’t want to be among their targets”, Gujjar expressed.  

This is not a single case of their atrocities, until date, they have mercilessly killed more than 52 persons, which they confirmed in front of the 14 RR personnel. 


Both officials of 14 RR and the police are unable to check the activities of these criminal turned renegades and the sufferers are the innocent villagers. 

RR PERSONNEL OR A TERRORIST

Srinagar: Ali Mohammad Khan s/o Muhammad Ashraf Khan of Lampora (Gopalpora) Mattan, Islamabad, soldier working with 3 RR is involved in everything but protecting innocent people. Drug trafficker, extortionist, terrorist and what not.

Ali Muhammad came into lime light when he was arrested by the Kulgam police, while unearthing gang of extortionists along with other two persons. During interrogation, the other two persons, Rauf Ahmad Ganai son of Abdul Khaliq Ganai and Muhammad Amin Dar son of Ghulam Qadir Dar of Wanpoo Islamabad, confessed during interrogation that they were working with him. The duo confessed that they abduct youths and demand Rs.10000 from their families in return for their release.

The soldier has long list of “good” deeds behind his name. Police arrested him last year in connection of drug trafficking and lodged him in the Central jail of Srinagar city. After that his parent organization, came to his rescue and bailed him out. 

Few months back some locals in Islamabad district over powered him, when he was going to hurl a grenade on a procession from adjoining Forest Depot. He was handed over to police and later-on army came into action and bailed him out again. 

Even in the recent extortion, case Army was successful in compelling police to release him. Now he is back into Rashtriya Rifles. 

Locals are quite apprehensive of their safety and feel that the only way out to save themselves is through migration. “ We feel insecure. Daily we have cases of abduction, extortion and torture. Life is no more secure and we are forced to migrate even knowing that this migration will cost us all we have to sustain i.e. our land” grieves an elderly local person.

The silence govt has shown in the past cases reflects upon their involvement and support given to these RR personnel to furthen their misdeeds.

FAMILY ALLEGES GOVERNMENT GUNMAN OF MURDER

June 5: An ex- government gunman was killed in a fake encounter at Warpora Sopore in North Kashmir’s Baramulla district on 5th April 2005. Identified as Mushtaq Ahmad Son of Late Muhammad Maqbool of Warpora Sopore, he was killed in cold blood by a joint posse of army and government gunmen. Talking to The Informative Missive Mushtaq’s wife Rafiqa revealed, “ On the fateful day Fayaz Ahmed War a business partner of Mushtaq in timber dealing and an active worker of security forces rang him up on his mobile and asked him to urgently meet him in the adjacent village on the pretext that their timber truck had been seized by the police. On hearing the news, Mushtaq rushed never to return”

“ It had been hardly 10 minutes since Mushtaq had left that suddenly an uproar began in the village. Moving out I heard someone say that a dead body was lying in a pool of blood. It did not strike to me that it could be him”

While adding to the facts, Haja, Mushtaq’s sister-in-law, said, “ he was laying there and nobody from the adjacent houses came out to assist him. When I along with my husband reached to that spot he was screaming as one of the bullet had pierced through his neck. We took him in our arms and led him to the bus stand, where we hired a vehicle but he died en route to the hospital”, she said while wiping her tears. 

According to her, the soldiers present there initially prevented the villagers from taking him to the hospital. The family lodged an FIR (137/2005) under section 307 in the police station Sopore accusing Fayaz Ahmed War of murder. “We came to know after few days that police had not seized any timber on that fateful day”, Haja added. 

 According to his family, Mushtaq joined militancy and remained an active member till his arrest by army. He was sentenced and remained imprisoned till 1993. After his release, for sometime he worked with government gunmen before he started doing fruit business. Suffering terrible loss, he subsequently shifted to Timber business.

“In May this year, we might have completed the eight years of our married life but now he is no more and I am married to the responsibilities and pain”, Rafiqa expressed while Mushtaq has left his wife along with two children-Omar Mushtaq and Mahapara of 7 and 5 years of age. “Now I don’t have anybody to look at, even my parents are unwilling to help me out as I had married against their will. My condition is deteriorating with the passage of every moment as I don’t have the means to support my children”, she said. “Just few days back we didn’t had anything to eat and we spend many days without food.” She laments.

The incident received wide condemnation after it got published in a local daily on June 5.

STUDENT LIQUIDATES BY SECURITY FORCES IN FAKE ENCOUNTER

Srinagar, June 3: Alleged killing of a youth in a fake encounter at the hands of security forces sparked off massive protests in Shopian area of district Pulwama in South Kashmir.  The victim has been identified as Shakoor Ahmad Deva a student son of Rafiq Ahmad Deva of Shopian. 

According to reports, soldiers of a local army unit led by an officer detained a student Shakoor Ahmed Deva son of Rafiq Ahmed Deva from his provision store on June 2 and subsequently killed him. The body of Abdul Shakoor was later thrown by troops at village Syedo, 15 kilometers from the Shopian from where it was taken to the sub-district hospital.

When the news of his death reached the area, thousand of people took to streets and raised slogans against the troops and government. The residents alleged that the youth was killed in a fake encounter, as torture marks were clearly visible on his body. Corroborating the local people’s view, CNS- a media agency quoting hospital authorities said that the torture marks were eminent on the body.

The incident sparked massive demonstration against army. People shouted slogans against Major Krishnan and his soldiers whom they believed responsible for the killing of Shakoor. Demanding action against the soldiers, the villagers refused to bury the body till the accused were booked.

The agitated protestors carrying the coffin of deceased pelted stones on the police station. In retaliation, the police fired several tear smoke shells and fired several rounds of ammunition in the air to disperse the agitated protestors thereby injuring Zameer Ahmed and Abdul Rashid.

According to Abdul Shakoor’s family, they met Shakoor in the camp on June 3 morning. They further accused the troops of killing Shakoor in a fake encounter.

When contacted, Deputy Commissioner Lateef-u-Zaman Deva told sources that post-mortem of the deceased would be performed, eyewitnesses’ account would be recorded and after that, the case would precede accordingly.

According to a local news agency CNS, on July 4 the district administration rejected the First Investigation Report filed by the troops and issued orders for the removal of the 7 RR army camps, the troops of which, according to the protesters, killed the youth. The Deputy Commissioner of Pulwama visited the area and listened to the complaints of citizens of Shopian. DC said that people leveled some serious allegations against many soldiers and their officers. He said he informed the army Brigadier concerned and also ordered a probe into the incident. According to him, the probe would be completed in a month and if the allegations of protesters were proved right, the guilty would be punished. Police has filed a FIR. At 2.30 pm, the murdered youth was buried in his native graveyard.

NEWS IN BRIEF

· FAMILY ALLEGES FAKE ENCOUNTER IN ANANTNAG

Srinagar, June 2: Police said a militant of HM was killed in an encounter at Pahalgam in Anantnag district. He was identified as Nazir Ahmed Koka son of Ghulam Muhammad of Aishmuqam. Police claimed recovery of a pistol and three rounds from the encounter site. However, his family said Nazir was a laborer having nothing to do with militancy. “He was killed in a fake encounter,” the family reiterated.

· NADIHAL CURFEW

Srinagar, June3: According to reports from Nadihal (Baramulla), the soldier have imposed dusk-to-dawn curfew in the area. The people have been directed to stay indoor after 8 p.m. Taking strong exception to the development the local refuted  “We offer Isha (evening prayers) at 9 p.m, therefore the restriction is interference in religion”. 

· ‘HARASSMENT’ OF JOURNALIST CONDEMNED

Jammu June 15: Many political and social organizations have criticized the DDC Doda for ‘harassi9ng’ Ishtiaq Ahmed Dev, a journalist.

Working Journalist Association (WJA), Bhaderwah in a meeting held under the chairmanship of its president, Nadeem Khan condemned the behavior of DDC, Doda.

Khan further said that the scribes of the whole district would campaign against these ‘irresponsible officers.’

Meanwhile, Journalist association has also condemned the harassment of Ishtiaq Dev by the DDC, Doda. 

 
The association has demanded immediate transfer and stern action against the official and has asked the Chief Minister to intervene into the matter.

· 9 YEAR OLD HANGED TO DEATH

Srinagar June 21: A nine-year old boy was hanged to death after abduction in a remote village of Pattan area.

Javid Ahmad son of Abdul Majeed Lone, a student of 3rd standard went missing last evening. Witnesses said he was last seen while playing with other children. When Javid did not return home, the family and the villagers started searching for him. However, a pall of gloom gripped the entire area of Gul Muhammad Pora village when this morning his body was found hanging on a tree. Police reached the spot and recovered the body.

· TWO SISTERS RAPED BY BSF TROOPERS

June 25: Hundreds of people protested against Border security force accusing the trooper of raping two sisters in a village in Kokernag Islamabad.

Protestors shouting anti BSF and anti PDP slogans blocked Wailu Kokernag road seeking punishment to some BSF troopers who allegedly raped the sisters.

The KNS said troopers of BSF 80 battalion raided the house of Abdul Jabbar Malik son of Abdul Wahid Malik of Wailu and raped the two sisters. The BSF had separated male members of the family from Women, kept them in different rooms, and then raped the sisters.

The incident evoked widespread condemnation with people coming out on road demanding the probe into the incident.

The protestors produced the girls before the police that started investigation into the case.

Both the sisters have been shifted to hospital for medical check up. The protestors were demanding action against the troopers involved and they have also asked for shifting of BSF camp from the area. They said the present camp has made their lives miserable. 

· SPO KILLED GIRL, COMMITS SUICIDE

Kishtwar, June 26: A SPO shot dead a girl at Chijai, 3 Kms from Atholi in Kishtwar district of J&K’s summer capital Jammu and later committed suicide by jumping into river Chenab.

The SPO was identified as Irshad Ahmad son of Ghulam Muhammad Dev, while girl has been identified as Shamshada Bano daughter of Ghulam Mustafa. Both of them were from same village, Chijai. The reason however, behind the killing is not known.
WOMEN CHILDREN KILLED

June 8: Unidentified gunmen killed three members of a family including a woman at Gool Ramban Udhampur on 6 May. The gunmen forced their entry into the house of Bashir Ahmed Bohra s/o Akbar Bohra and killed him along with his son and wife Jero Begum.

June 14: Two children were killed and dozens injured in a powerful explosion outside the Boys High school at Washibugh Pulwama on June 13.

June 16: Unidentified gunmen torched the residential house of Bashir Ahmed son of Sadr-ud-Din at Chaklas village in Gool killing his 8-month-old baby girl on Tuesday night of June 14.

June 20: Unidentified gunmen fired indiscriminately on the residence of Fateh Mohammad son of Haleem Gujjar of Dachan Gool Udhampur causing death to his 14-year-old daughter Safiya Bano and injuries to his wife Gulla Begum on Sunday.

June 25: According to the police sources, two boys were injured when a grenade exploded in North Kashmir’s Baramulla district. Identified as Farooq Ahmad lone, 14, son of Mohammed Maqbool and Zahid Ahmad son of Ghulam Mohammad, they received injuries while fiddling with grenade when they were playing in a field in Saloosa, Kreeri Pattan. 

June 25: Unidentified gunmen sprayed a volley of bullets on Naseema Akhtar daughter of Ghulam Hassan Dar injuring her at Barnal Qazigund on Thursday the injured Woman has been hospitalized.

June 26: A Special Police Officer (SPO) allegedly shot dead a girl at Chijai, 3 kms from Atholi in Kishtwar district of J&K’s summer capital Jammu and later committed suicide by jumping into river Chenab.

 
The SPO was identified as Irshad Ahmad son of Ghulam Muhammad Dev, while the girl has been identified as Shamshada Bano daughter of Ghulam Mustafa. Both of them were from same village, Chijai. The reason however, behind the killing is not known.

June 27: Unidentified gunmen abducted 35-year-old Taja wife of Ghulam Hassan Mir at Kralpora, Kupwara and later on shot her dead. Three children survive the deceased according to police.

 
Meanwhile, locals of Uri Salamabad recovered body of unidentified woman from river Jehlum in Salamabad. They informed the police which has started investigation in the case.

June 30: Unidentified gunmen stormed into the residence of Abdul Avis Mughal and shot dead three persons of a family including owners wife Fatima Begum (40), daughter Shagufta (20) and a guest in Mahukund Gool area of Ramban on Wednesday night.

KILLINGS STATISTICS

	Date
	Soldiers
	Militants
	Civilians
	Others

	June 01
	-
	-
	1
	-

	June 02
	-
	-
	-
	-

	June 03
	-
	2
	-
	-

	June 04
	-
	1
	-
	-

	June 05
	-
	1
	1
	1 political activist

	June 06
	-
	2
	2
	1 VDC

	June 07
	-
	3
	1
	-

	June 08
	-
	2
	1
	1 PDP activist

	June 09
	-
	2
	-
	1 NC councilor

	June 10
	-
	1
	2
	-

	June 11
	-
	5
	2
	-

	June 12
	-
	4
	-
	-

	June 13
	-
	3
	-
	-

	June 14
	1
	2
	1
	-

	June 15
	1
	1
	-
	-

	June 16
	-
	2
	1
	1 CPI (M) activist

	June17
	-
	3
	3
	-

	June 18
	-
	-
	1
	-

	June 19
	1
	1
	-
	1 PDP activist 

	June 20
	-
	-
	-
	1 Police informer

	June 21
	-
	2
	1
	-

	June 22
	-
	2
	1
	-

	June 23
	-
	-
	1
	-

	June 24
	3
	8
	1
	-

	June 25
	-
	4
	-
	-

	June 26
	-
	7
	-
	-

	June 27
	-
	1
	1
	-

	June 28
	2
	3
	-
	-

	June 29
	2
	3
	4
	-

	June 30 
	-
	7
	4
	-

	Total 
	10
	72
	29
	7


	Date
	Alleged C.K. / EJE
	Women
	Children
	Alleged Disappearances 

	June 3
	1 EJE
	-
	-
	-

	June 8
	-
	1
	-
	-

	June 14
	-
	-
	2
	-

	June 16
	-
	-
	1
	-

	June 17
	-
	-
	-
	5

	June 19
	-
	-
	-
	-

	June 20
	-
	-
	1
	-

	June 25
	-
	1
	-
	1

	June 26
	-
	1
	-
	-

	June 27
	-
	2
	-
	-

	June 30
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Total 
	1
	7
	5
	6


CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS OF JUNE

	June 1
	1 person killed in different incidents related violence in the valley.

	June 2
	5 persons were injured in different incidents related violence in the valley.

	June 3
	2 unidentified militants killed in different incidents of violence.

	June 4
	 1 militant of HM was killed in a violent incident in the valley.

	June 5
	1 HM militant, 1 political activist and 1 civilian killed in different incidents of violence.

	June 6
	2 militants were killed in violence related incidents while village defense committee (VDC) member commits suicide after killing his wife and their 10-month-old baby in Kathua district.

	June 7
	2 LeT militants, 1 unidentified militant and a civilian killed in violence related incidents in the valley.

	June 8
	1 PDP activist, 1 JEM, 1 LeT militant and 1 minor killed in violence related incidents in the valley.

	 June 9
	1 NC councilor and 2 militants killed in violence related incidents in the valley. Meanwhile troops arrested 6 youths from different places in valley.

	June 10
	1 militant and 2 civilian killed in violence related incidents in the valley.

	June 11
	5 militants including 1 LeT militant and 2 civilians killed in violence related incidents in the valley.

	June12
	3 LeT militants, 1 unidentified militant killed in violence related incidents in the valley.

	 June13
	 3 LeT militants were killed and 33 persons were injured in violence related incidents in the valley.

	June 14
	Two militants including 1 LET militant, a trooper and civilian were killed in separate incidents of violence. 

	June 15
	1 unidentified militant and I solider killed in violence related incidents in the valley.

	June16
	2 militants, a father-in-law of political activist and 1 CPI (M) activist killed in violence related incidents in the valley.

	June 17
	3 militants and 3 civilians killed in violence related incidents in the valley.

	June18
	18-year-old girl killed in violence related incident in the valley.

	June 19
	1 SPO, 1 PDP activist and a militant were killed in various incidents of violence. 

	 June 20
	1 police informer killed in violence related incident in the valley.

	 June 21
	2 HM militants and 1 civilian killed in violence related incidents in the valley.

	June 22
	Two militants and a civilian were killed in different incidents of violence.  

	June 23
	1 civilian was brutally killed in the violent incident in the valley.

	 June 24
	8 militants including 2 Al-Badar militants, 1 HM militant, 2 CRPF, 1 police cop and a woman were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley. 

	Feb 25
	4 LeT militants were killed in the violence related incidents in the valley.

	June 26
	7 militants killed including 2 LeT militants were killed in violence related incidents in the valley.

	June 27
	1 militant and 1 civilian were killed in the different violence related incident in the valley.

	June 28
	Two Special Task Forces (STF) personnel and 3 militants including 1 HM were killed in violence related incidents.    

	June 29
	2 CRPF personnel, 3 militants and 4 civilians were killed across JK.  

	June 30
	7 militants including 2 HM, 2 LeT, 1 JeI and a civilian were killed in violence related incidents while three dead bodies of the civilians who were abducted by the unknown gunmen few days ago were recovered from separate places.
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