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Editorial: 
NEED OF THE HOUR

Three rapes cases have been reported in this month. One victim Zahida of Dooru while resisting the rape by a Rashtriya Rifles (RR) solider masquerading as militant preferred death then rape, two other cases were reported from Tangdar, Kupwara (of a 8th class student) and Anantnag district of south Kashmir. Occasionally, the incidents of rape and molestation cases are reported from towns and villages accessible to the press. In past we had infamous incidents of mass rapes like Kunan Poshpora (1991), Chanapora and Wavoosa. At times isolated cases of rapes from Banihal and Doda also get noticed. A state with highest concentration of army in peacetimes in the world with wide powers but with few incidents of media reported rape by Indian troops seems strange. The Government of India highly commends Indian army for being most disciplined force as compared to armies engaged in conflict zones particularly the governor SK Sinha who is obsessed by the Pakistani army who committed mass rapes and genocides in Pakistan in 1971. While human right groups working in Kashmir believe contrary to this.

The allegation of rapes and molestation invariable are made in towns and cities but it is amazing that there are no allegation of rapes by the inhabitants living in 5 to 10 Km safe belt scattered over 780 km of Line of Actual Control (LOC). This area is totally controlled by the army. Civil administration is non-existent there.  Though the army have failed to control militancy and infiltration but has succeeded in controlling the inhabitants of that area including their private affairs. The ethnic communities in these areas like Gujjars, Bakerwals etc being educationally and economically backward take all human right violations like force labour, human shield, rape as a part of their life. They seem to follow the Confuscious advice on rape. One can imagine how army is behaving there with the women folks.  Rape is one of the successful crimes committed in these areas. Even in towns and villages within the searchlight of press and human right organizations the security forces commit it and are encouraged by the silence of survivors to complain compliant out of shame and social compulsions. They prefer to live with trauma than stand for justice. In a patriarchal society like ours where men primarily take decisions, women have least say.

 Notwithstanding army has issued ten commandants to the soldiers in the conflict areas normally called as do’s and don’ts in which rape figures first which is being committed unabatedly. Under the draconian law Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, rape is not protected while as killing is. But despite hundreds of First Information Reports (FIR) related to rape and molestation filed in different police stations seldom perpetrators are prosecuted not to speak of punishing them. Some times state and army gets defensive when hundreds and thousands of people throng to street and creates a law and order problem for them - the only concern of the state. As in the case of Badrayeen Payeen last year, state reacts promptly by appointing inquiry commissions. Not lacking behind army too orders internal inquiries followed by court marshal to subside public anger but later on exonerate the accused and repeat the same often used versions that the accusations are to malign army which is the most disciplined force. The state seems to be also helpless even in the domain where they can assert like in Banihal case of mother and daughter in which the perpetrators were convicted in court marshal and in appeal they were acquitted. The state did not file any appeal. Normally, in a civilized State the minister should have been asked to resign. Nevertheless the then Law minister in a public statement stated that an appeal had been filed by the state. Less then 2 % of rape cases are reported out of which less then 1% of perpetrators are prosecuted. So far only 2 officers were awarded 10 years of life imprisonment because of the rape committed to the one Canadian lady.

Besides state action, which is expected, no credible documentation of the rape cases has been made like in other places where women activists have stood and made it public issue. In neighboring country Pakistan victims like Mukhtar Mai and Dr Shazia Khalid have became agent of change besides being an icon of inspiration for survivors and gaining international respect and acknowledgment. Even now in Korea survivors of Second World War used as comfort women by Japanese soldiers are still campaigning against the Japanese soldiers against the crime committed upon them. At present times when the gender rights have become the global issue and are getting the worldwide support. The survivors can stand and fight only when they are supported by the civil society and women have to take the lead.

VILLGAM – MARRIAGE CELEBRATIONS GONE AWRY; THREE BOYS KILLED

Srinagar 25 July: In a horrific and much publicized incident on 24 July in the village of Bangargund, District Kupwara, 90 Kms away from Srinagar three children were killed by a patrol of 6 Rashtriya Rifles at a wedding celebration they were attending; while the younger brother of the bridegroom was injured and is still recuperating.  

As soon as Bilal Ahmad Sheikh (14) son of Abdul Khaliq Sheikh, along with Shabir Ahmad Shah (16), Waseem Ahmad Wani (11), Manzoor Ahmad (14), s/o Farooq Ahmad Shah and Tanvir Ahmad Shah (8) left the marriage party, army fired on them killing three and injuring one at 1:45 am.

Villagers reported hearing mortar fire followed by a barrage of gunfire that lasted nearly and hour and killed Bilal, Shabir and Waseem, while severely injuring Manzoor. Tanvir managed to escape and informed the villagers about the incident. The village erupted in rage against this act and started demonstration while politicians, media and Human rights groups descended on the small village.

According to eyewitnesses, upon hearing, fire shots the party immediately came inside and noticed that the boys were missing; they decided to wait until daybreak for further investigation.  At 3:15 a.m. the Army, through a local village leader, requested the father of Manzoor Ahmad to come to the Drugmulla camp in order to authorize surgery. When the wedding guests came out in the morning they noticed a greater than usual military presence in the area. By the time they reached the site of the killing at 6 am, the Army had cleaned all the shells and debris from the area.

At 9:30 a.m. two dead bodies, those of Bilal and Wasim were returned through the police office at Villgam while Shabir’s body was returned at 4 PM.  All three bodies were bullet ridden having multiple injuries.  Although Shabir had received injuries in one leg, he would have been saved by timely attention. At no point did Army personnel from the concerned camp come to the village – they used village leaders and the police as their proxy for communication.  A Major Commanding Officer from the Villgam camp came to the village but met with severe protests. Fifteen of the most active protestors and the fathers of the children were taken to the army camp where they were offered 11 lakh rupees in compensation (3 lakh for each dead and 2 lakh for each injured). The families rejected this offer at the behest of political activists supporting the family from Trehgam and claimed that they only wanted justice, yet they did accept the ex gratia relief of 1 lakh rupees given to them by the government under SRO-43.

The family prior to marriage had bribed the Army seeking guarantee for their safety as in many cases army had caused undue harassment to the families.  The age of the children further compounded the anger in the village as Army claims of mistaken militant identity, ring hollow. Local villagers claim that Army statements contending the accident was not intended are spurious.  Villagers since had reported no militant activity.

The local villagers contend that the concerned Army unit makes life miserable for them citing forced labour as a common practice.  If villagers are found returning from their fields or work after 7 pm, their identity cards are confiscated and they are ordered to report to the Army post next morning. Once at the post, they are made to do odd jobs without any remuneration and receive there I cards after task completion. This forces them to forfeit an entire days earning while the de facto curfew enforced in the evening leads to neglect of their fields.
The Commanding Officer of the 15 Corps issued an apology from Srinagar while the state government issued a magisterial probe to be conducted by the Additional Deputy Commissioner of Kupwara. However, no action has been taken. An FIR has been filed against the 6 RR.  The local Station House Officer has also been removed from the area.  The families seem disorganized and confused how to proceed.   

The village and surrounding areas have been paralyzed due to large strikes and protests over the last week – strikes have spread throughout the state and were observed as far as Srinagar.  Daring protests were conducted involving even youth who marched upon the Trehgam camp shouting provocative slogans and striking the metal barriers with sticks.

LIFE’S MEANING LOST FOR TORTURE VICTIM, PRAYS FOR DEATH

Srinagar July 10: For 21-year-old Ayub life has lost it’s meaning. Praying for death, amidst painful moans Muhammad Ayub Dar s/o Abdul Salam Dar of Shah Mohalla, Ahmad Nagar Srinagar, reaches his hands out to amputated leg before breaking down inconsolably. Recuperating in the ward no.1 of Shere Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS), Bemina, the trial for Ayub began on July 9, 2005 at 10:30 am, when a Constable from Soura Police station pumped bullets into his right leg rendering him crippled.  

On the fateful day,  transport association had called for a strike against the torture of a fellow colleague by CRPF personnel at Gojwara Chowk in the old part of Srinagar city. Ayub left his home to deliver some shawls to his business acquaintance but unavailability of traffic led him to retract towards his home. Suddenly enroute home, police personnel started canning the agitating mob who fled in limbo. Ayub scampered towards his home unaware that a constable, Bashir Ahmad of Wakura, Ganderbal, was in chase of him. As Ayub reached, home, the constable caught hold of him ordering him to move to police station. “I pleaded my innocence and that I in no way was associated to any unscrupulous element. Hearing my pleas, my family rushed out and pleaded to leave me. This annoyed the constable who started thrashing me and misbehaved with my two younger sisters,” wails Ayub. Before leaving the place, the constable pumped several bullets into his upper part of the right leg. 

         Ayub was rushed to SKIMS Soura where after few days his limb was amputated. Admitted there for 45 days, hospital authorities shifted him to SKIMS, Bemina where he underwent another surgery, to amputate his knee, due to acute infection. Being hospitalized for a month now, doctors still feel reluctant to give assurance regarding his improvement. “We have sent the sample for laboratory test and only after the report we can comment”, said the in charge Dr. Arjumand, Junior resident of the Orthopedic Ward of the hospital. “The infection has spread to other parts and we won’t be able to comment about his survival but lets pray”, he reiterated.   

       What shakes Ayub’s spirit is not his falling health but the end of lives attached to him. His courage disappoints him every time when thought about his family crosses his mind and that is sufficient to lead him towards depression. “I don’t have that much grudge about my present state but the sight of my blind father, old mother and two unmarried sisters is really heart breaking”, Ayub lamented while talking to The Informative Missive.

Since 10th June 2005, Ayub has never met his parents, as they are unable to visit the hospital premises. His father has lost eye sight after a failed cataract removing operation 10 years back and his mother is heart patient, therefore its not just unbearable but impossible for them to visit Ayub. Ayub’s sisters are responsible for the care taking. While narrating their woes Shameema, elder sister said, “He is our only bread earner and now we have nobody to look at”. She added, “ It’s getting hard to manage life after this incident. Getting medication and managing home is an onerous task and we have no option but to beg”.         

Wetting his parched dry lips as his sister pours some water in his mouth Ayub grumbles “Our future is dark and I do not predict any light at the end of the tunnel, what I see is the begging bowls in the hands of my parents”. This is enough for him to weep bitterly.  Nearby an adjacent patient whispers, “I have never seen a person so desperate and helpless”.   
MAN RESURFACED AFTER 11 DAYS

Srinagar, July 31: After eleven days of enforced disappearance, Ghulam Mohi-u-Din Dar s/o Abdul Ahad Dar R/o Seer Hamdan, in South Kashmir district of Anantnag, reappeared at Achabal just 10 kilometers away from his native place. 

Talking to The Informative Missive, Ghulam Mohi-u-din’s family alleged that on 21 July 2005, two unidentified gunmen abducted Ghulam Mohi-u-Din from his native village just outside his shop around 4 PM. The gunmen came in Tata Sumo vehicle without any registration number. They bundled him into the vehicle and took him some unknown place, where he was tortured mercilessly for eleven days. 

According to his family members, Ghulam Mohi-u-din was carrying 1.5 lakhs rupees, which he had, withdrew from bank on the same day. “He was to pay the money to his business acquaintance but was chased by these persons who abducted him and snatched the money”, said IIyas Ahmad, his Cousin. 

The locals found Ghulam Mohi-u-Din in unconscious state at Achabal on 31 July 2005. “His bare body lay there brutally tortured with blood clots all over”, one of the local said while talking to The Informative Missive. “Before moving him to a nearby health center we had to fetch clothes for him”, he added. His relatives shifted the victim to a nearby hospital for further treatment, as his condition kept deteriorating with every passing moment.

Ghulam Mohi-u-din is unable to precisely id  entify the perpetrators but he has vague idea about the place where the abductors had lodged him. “I don’t know who were they but I could remember the movement of vehicles in and around the place. Only these two persons visited me in the darkly lit room but many of their fellow associates were outside throughout the day”, Ghulam Mohi-u-Din said.

The family members lodged missing report on 21st of July but according to them, the police have left it in the pile of papers along with other FIR’s without any action. “Our area is largely infested with Ikhwanis and SOG persons and we are sure that this is the handiwork of these persons”, one of the relatives said on the condition of anonymity. “It is impossible to stay in the area without the permission of renegades and persons associated with the security agencies and nobody other than these persons can even think of retaining a person for eleven long days”, he reiterated.    

TROOPER MURDERED A GIRL IN COLD BLOOD

Choong (Dooru), July 14: The family of Zahida daughter of Muhammad Akbar Dar of Choong (Shamah Aabad), Dooru of Anantnag (Islamabad) district of South Kashmir is moving from pillar to post for justice. Zahida was killed by a Rashtriya Rifles soldier masquerading as a militant, whom he intended to rape, in the intervening night of 13 and 14 July 2005 at around 11 PM. 

The soldier had entered the house through window after the inmates refused to allow him into the house. When the inmates raised clamour, he fired at and stabbed Zahida, and fled from the house while spraying bullets at the chasing villagers. CRPF troopers manning in the paddy fields thought he was a militant and gunned him down. Later the dead soldier was identified as Baljinder Singh of 49 Rashtriya Rifles. 

“His face was veiled. He was in civvies,” said Muhammad Iqbal, 14, younger brother of Zahida, his testimony punctuated by incessant sobs and copious flow of tears while talking to The Informative Missive. Iqbal was the first person to identify the veiled intruder as the RR personnel. “I told my father that he is not a militant but a soldier who was stationed adjacent to our house on 12th July when RR personal cordoned the whole village. He was in civvies”, he added. 
 
While recollecting the whole incident, Muhammad Akbar Dar Zahida’s father said, “Jumping over the wall into the second floor, he identified himself as militant and wanted shelter for overnight. I refused to oblige. Immediately he flung out a pistol pointing it at me and then press-ganged all of us except my wife and daughter to move into a room before bolting it from outside. He stepped upstairs where Zahida was sleeping”.

“Sensing his intentions we screamed to aware them. Hearing our screams, they rushed downstairs. However, on seeing him, they ran in shrieking to save their honour but he grabbed my daughter and in the scuffle, he fired in Zahida’s chest and then stabbed her with army knife in her abdomen. She died on the spot,” He added. 
 
On hearing the cries, villagers came out of their houses, went to Dar’s house, and began arrangements for the funeral of 25 year-old Zahida.

Fearing that he might be caught, Baljinder Singh fled and just after fifteen minutes they villagers heard sound of three bullets fired, which they later came to know were fired by the CRPF patrolling party instrumental in killing the soldier. 

Early Thursday morning people found dead body of the murderer in rice fields along with one AK 47 rifle, a bag containing army uniform, some keys and army knife. 
 
Villagers do not have any clue about the death of the soldier. A local news agency quoting police sources said that a patrol party of troopers of 143 Battalion of CRPF signaled the soldier to stop but soon fired presuming him to be a militant. However, a local news agency KNS said, when they identified him, they left his body in the field. The villagers kept the killer’s body near a mosque. 

“I know he has been killed but I am sure there were other persons accompanying him, how come he could have moved out of the camp on his own that too in the dead of the night when they even don’t move alone during the day”, Zahida’s mother Haleema said. 

Col. Prasad, Commanding Officer 49RR while talking to media persons said, “We are investigating the matter and whosoever is found guilty will be punished.” Police have registered the case vide FIR No.87/05 under section302 RPC and 7/27 Arms Act, dated 14-7-2005. Post mortem indicates death by sharp edged weapon and district police has filed similar report on the incident. Army authorities are investigating, how this RR personnel was able to leave his post without being noticed.” 
 
Nobody knows if Baljinder Singh had any accomplice but the fair trail in the whole case with help of Army, Judiciary and Police could be instrumental in checking the repetition of such inhuman incidents by the persons who enjoy the power, from any quarter.

RR TROOPERS KILL BOY 

Pulwama July 22: A child lost his life after a patrolling party of Rashtriya Rifles subjected him to volley of bullets, killing him on the spot while injuring his father and uncle in a rural area of Aastan Pora, Kangan of Pulwama district on July 21, 2005. The incident took place when for some purpose Pervaiz Ahmed Dar was moving out along with his father Bashir Ahmed Dar and his uncle in the compound of his house during late evening hours.

 
Talking to The Informative Missive team Bashir divulged “At 11:15 pm on Sunday, I accompanied by Pervaiz and his uncle went out of the house to have a look at the adjacent paddy fields in Aastan Pora, Kangan, Pulwama least knowing that only two of them will remain alive to see the rising sun. On returning, a patrolling party from 55 RR fired on them killing Pervaiz on the spot”. 

“ It was quite dark and as firing began we ran aimlessly to find only me and my brother near our house. We returned to know about Pervaiz’s whereabouts. However, the patrolling party stopped him and forced him to flee. “I thought my son is alive and he has been picked up by them but my whole world shattered into pieces when I came to know in the morning that he is no more”, Bashir Ahmad Dar said. “He was killed by them in the darkness of night, that darkness which won’t leave me throughout my life”, he expressed with soggy eyes. Wiping his tears, he added, “If I will behave like this who will console my wife and children. She is still unable to accept the harsh reality”.

While narrating his tale of agony, Bashir Ahmad raised many questions. “In this village we are supposed to move with lantern during night and we didn’t defied the instructions but why was my son killed, who will bring my son back, who is accountable, Are we safe here? Nobody knows”, he said. “The state is run by the ruthless fellows and justice evaded us in the past and will do the same till these persons are in power”, he added.

Haleema, his mother, has lost the reason to live. “What is the fun of living without my son, if they were so keen to kill anybody why not me”, she expressed. While being emotional, she exclaimed, “He was phobic of darkness and now he is laying there within it”.

FAMILY AWAITS DISAPPEARED YOUTH

Srinagar July 2: The only bread owner of the family of three, including aged parents and unmarried sister, Shabir was subjected to enforced disappearance on July 1, 2005, since then nobody knows about his fate. He is one of the members of Kashmir Salvation Movement (KSM). 

On 1st July, Shabir left his residence to participate in a function of KSM at its head office in Rajbagh. According to one of the office bearers, Bilal Ahmad, Shabir left the office at 3 PM and from that very movement nobody knows about his whereabouts. His family members are moving from pillar to post to know his whereabouts.

Kashmir Salvation Movement has lodged an FIR in Rajbagh police station while his family members have lodged FIR in Safa Kadal police station. 

“On 30th June Shabir got a call from Kashmir Salvation Movement and that was the last call he received on his cell phone”, said Fayaz Ahmad, his brother in law while talking to The Informative Missive. “While investigating, the case in-charge, Assistant sub inspector Ghulam Ahmad forced me and the two uncles of Shabir to sign on a blank paper for the reason better known to him”, he added. 

Muhammad Subhan Dar apprehensive about the safety of his son believes that his son was picked up by some security agency. “ I know nothing about his fate. I pray for his safety as I fear the harsh treatment meted out by the security forces to those in custody”, he laments. 

According to the sources, since last few months some persons working with different security agencies are roaming in private vehicles (without registration Numbers) accompanied by some security vehicles. “Whenever they get chance they don’t hesitate in picking up youth and what happens to them at the end nobody knows’ reiterated a local. 

IN CUSTODY SAY MOURNERS; ARMY SAYS IN AMBUSH


Ahgam (Zachaldara), July 6: Rashtriya Rifles troops allegedly killed in custody the Divisional Commander of Hizbul Mujahideen for Baramulla and Kupwara districts on Tuesday evening. Negating the local version of custodial death, army claimed to have killed him in an encounter. Thousands of people participated in his funeral and raised pro-freedom slogans. 

 
Sources said that Hizb Divisional commander, Ghulam Mohi-ud-din Dar alias Mahda alias Khadim, 38, son of Abdul Jabar Dar was arrested at 12.30 pm and subsequently shot dead at 5.30 pm of July 5. The incident took place when Mohi-ud-din was bathing in a stream flowing between Chibdaji and Dalri villages in Watregam area of Baramulla. 

 
However, Defense spokesman Col. V K Batra said that Dar was ambushed by troops after they got a tip off that he was present in the village. It resulted in encounter in which Mohi-ud-din was killed. 

 
For a day, the body of the deceased commander was kept at Dangiwacha police station and afterwards handed over to his family. In the form of a massive procession, Mohi-ud-din’s body was brought to his native place. A complete shutdown of all establishments was observed in Handwara as Mohi-ud-din’s body reached the village. The protesting mourners amidst anti govt slogans call for an end to the alleged custodial killings. Later he was laid to rest in his village. 

Dar was made Divisional commander after the death of Malik Assad, former Divisional commander. Survived by two minor daughters, two sons, and wife, he had been an active guerrilla fighter since 1990. 

BSF TROOPER ATTACKS SHOPKEEPER’
Srinagar, July 6: The alleged assault on a shopkeeper by a paramilitary Border Security Force (BSF) trooper on July 5 sparked massive protest demonstrations. The BSF has however denied the allegations. 
 
Witnesses said a BSF man from the 43 battalion stationed at Hotel Metro in Bishember Nagar entered into a handicraft shop in the area and allegedly tried to stab its owner in the abdomen. The shopkeeper, Mushtaq Ahmad, proprietor Riyaz and Co, talking to The Informative Missive said he had been demanding money from the BSF man identified as Jagat Singh for the purchases he made from the shop recently. 

“Jagat Singh entered into my shop and attacked me with knife. He gagged my mouth. However, I offered resistance and cried for help,” Mushtaq had told reporters, with blood oozing from his mouth. 

Mushtaq’s cries caught the attention of other shopkeepers and locals who rushed to his shop, witnesses said, adding the BSF trooper fled from the spot. 

The incident triggered massive demonstrations with people shouting anti-India, anti-government and pro-freedom slogans. The protesters demanded action against the accused trooper. 
The protesters also blocked the road leading to suspension of vehicular movement in the busy area for more than an hour. 

 
The people later staged demonstrations in front of the BSF camp seeking action against the accused. However, the BSF personnel chased them away. The residents alleged that BSF men were forcing the victim to withdraw the complaint against them. 

The Station House Officer (SHO) of Khanyar police station when contacted by The Informative Missive team said “we cannot take any action against the BSF personnel until Mushtaq files a complaint.” 
 
A BSF official dismissing the allegations of stabbing as baseless said, “Actually the people of the area want that our camp should be shifted, that is why they are leveling the allegations. Nobody was stabbed,” 

WAITING FOR SRO-43 JOBS, FAMILIES THREATEN SUICIDE
Srinagar, July 14: They have a pathetic tale to tell but nobody seems interested to hear it. They had even called a news conference but were disappointed when few journalists turned up. They are victims whose dear one’s were killed in various incidents in last 15 years and government had promised them jobs under SRO 43. 

 
Exasperated, they finally took a vow on July 13 that if the government, which has banned employment under the SRO 43, will not decide anything about their fate in 15 days, they will go for a mass suicide. 

 
Shakeela of Habba Kadal in Srinagar’s downtown locality was 22 when she married Ejaz Ahmad Bhat. Four years later on March 22, 2002 unidentified gunmen killed Ejaz. She was left alone to fend for herself. A science graduate from Kashmir University she is lone breadwinner for her family comprising her aged and ailing mother, and daughter. “I teach some local students. That is it. I have so many problems. I want to send my daughter to school, but have no money,” she said. Her father died recently of lung cancer. 

 
Another woman Fatima, 55, clearly remembers the date when her husband Jalal-Din-Sofi of Arammohalla Zampa Kadal in City’s Chattabal area disappeared mysteriously. It was March 20, 1995, she recalls, when Jalal was last seen at Parimpora where he had gone to drop his nephew. She searched for him everywhere. “The search is still on. My children are suffering and I am dying. We have nothing, we are poor people,” Fatima said with moist eyes. 

 
For Firdousa, unidentified gunmen killed her husband Javid Ahmad Mir on June 1, 1997. Soon, Firdousa was thrown out of her in-law’s house. Since then, she and her daughter are literally begging for survival. “We’re living like nomads with no house, no job—nothing. Sometimes neighbour donate some money,” Firdousa said. 

 
In a similar situation, Muhammad Ashraf Khan of downtown’s Nowhatta locality was doing paper-machie business when in December 1999 he got killed. Now it is his son Akhtar Ahmad Khan, an 8th class student who looks after the family comprising his mother Hasina and grandmother. “He earns some bucks as labourer to help sustain his family,” Hasina said. “If government would provide him job, it will ease my burden and I can die peacefully,” she added.

FAMILY SAYS SOLDIERS KILLED GOVT EMPLOYEE - ARMY, POLICE DENY


Gundchabutra (Langate), July 19: A youth was allegedly killed by Rashtriya Rifle troopers after his arrest near Khoonu area of Kralgund Baramulla. Identified as Zahoor Ahmad Khan a surrendered militant, he was presently working as a daily wager in the Forestry department.

According to his family Zahoor left from Kralgund village on Sunday evening towards Sopore on his motorcycle. Near Khoonu Zahoor was arrested by Rashtriya Rifles troops and later shot dead. His motorcycle, the family said, was bundled into a Shaktiman truck (army’s transport vehicle). “The RR soldiers phoned us around 12.30 a.m in the night and informed us that Zahoor was lying wounded in the vicinity of the village. Mockingly they asked us to ‘search for him’,” the family said. 
 
With the help of some villagers, the family searched for him in Renin, Ring, Hajin and other adjoining villagers but couldn’t locate him. The family tried to contact on his mobile phone but it had been switched off. In the morning, policemen from Chogul police post recovered the body of Zahoor from fields in Hanjishat village. Police found his motorcycle one km away from Khanoo RR camp. 
 
Earlier Zahoor’s father, Ghulam Muhammad Khan was shot dead by unidentified gunmen in 1991. His brother died in ‘cross fire’ between the soldiers of 3 Punjab and militants in 1997. 
Defence PRO, Col. V K Batra said army had no hand in the killing and ‘the allegations were leveled to malign the image of security forces’. 
 
Superintendent of Police Handwara, Nitish Kumar told media persons, “army intercepted wireless conversation of militants telling each other that they have killed Zahoor. That is why army informed the family,” he said. 

ARMY SOLDIER OPENED FIRE INSIDE EXAMINATION HALL

Handwara, June 30: A Territorial Army soldier opened fire inside an examination center injuring a policeman at Qalamabad 10 kilometers from the Handwara town on Thursday. 
 
According to witnesses, the soldier identified as Rifleman Showkat Ahmad of 161 BN of Gantmullah Baramulla entered into the class 12th examination center of higher secondary school when the examination was going on. “The soldier entered into the examination hall, abused the supervisory staff and even after many requests refused to leave,” one of the staff members said.

 
The witnesses said the on duty policemen asked the soldier to surrender his weapon but he refused. The policemen and the staff members cornered him upon which the soldier-opened fire injuring one of the policemen, Nazir Ahmad, who was later-on shifted to district hospital Handwara. The firing created panic among the candidates who questioned the entry of armed soldier inside the exam center. The accused however fled from the site. 

 
Police later on arrested the accused along with his weapon. When contacted, Brigadier Srivastava said that the soldier was entering a recruitment center and not inside the examination center. “The weapon went off accidentally when the policeman was frisking the soldier,” he said adding the soldier sustained minimal injuries.

FIVE POONCH YOUTH GO MISSING IN VALLEY


SRINAGAR, July 1: Since May this year, five youths of Poonch have mysteriously disappeared from Srinagar city. Their families are now moving from the pillar to post here to trace their whereabouts.

 
The youth were working as labourers here and went missing on June 13. Their families identified them as Mohammad Javaid, Abdul Majeed, Mohammad Rafi and two others with same name Mushtaq Ahmad. All of them are from Sang liana village in Poonch. 
"We learnt on June 17 that they have gone missing and subsequently we left for Srinagar. We have been trying to locate them and have lodged an FIR with Nehru Park police station here", said Mehboob Khan, uncle of one of the missing youth. 

The five youth were among more than three-dozen persons, all working as labourers, from the particular village and its adjoining areas. They had left for Srinagar in May in search of some job here. One of their friends said a resident of Kupwara approached the five. "He promised them work in Kupwara and handed over Rs 1000 to them. He also assured others of providing jobs. The five accompanied him on June 13 but they have gone missing subsequently", he said. 

 
Since the last two weeks, the families are trying hard to trace them and have approached a number of officials in the civil administration and police. "We still have no clue about them and we are worried about their fate", one family member said. 

CUSTODIAL DISAPPEARANCES OF FIVE YOUTHS SPARKS OFF PROTESTS

Srinagar, July 5: Hundreds of people staged a huge demonstration in Kaimoh Kulgam against the custodial disappearance of two youth, while as three activists of Kashmir Salvation Movement (political party) have also gone missing after being arrested. In yet another incident security, forces arrested two brothers from Qazigund.

 
According to media sources, a group of security forces personnel who could not be identified raided the Shamsipora-Khudwani village in Kulgam area and arrested Javed Ahmad Dar and Mushtaq Ahmad Dar on June 20. The relatives of the arrested persons informed the local police station and filed a report but their whereabouts were not known. The agitated protesters accused the police of inaction and raised slogans against them and the ruling political parties.

The demonstration staged at Wanpoo on the Srinagar-Jammu highway suspended traffic for hours.

A senior police official pacified the protesters by saying that the police would provide information about the persons to their families.

Regarding the abduction case, SDPO Kulgam Suhail Manur said the two persons were detained on suspicion and the investigation is going on.

Meanwhile, the security forces from Noor Bagh, Natipora and Barzulla areas of the Srinagar city arrested three activists of the Kashmir Salvation Movement. Identified as Shabir Ahmad Dar, Parvez Ahmad Dar and Suhail Ahmad, all were arrested a few days back and since then, nothing is known of their whereabouts.

Meanwhile, security forces arrested two brothers, Nisar Ahmad Wani and Mohammad Amin Wani from the Qazigund area of Islamabad district

. 

5 PERSONS MISSING FROM DIFFERENT AREAS OF THE STATE

Srinagar: Three persons are missing from a remote village of Sopore since 6th of this month, a local news agency KNS reported.

Of the missing, two are private school teachers identified as Latief Ahmad Dar son of Mukhta Dar and Aijaz Ahmad Mallah son of Ghulam Qadir. The other is identified as Maqsood Ahmad son of Sona-ul-lah.

The relatives of the missing persons have lodged FIR’s in the concerned police stations that have assured them of tracing them out.

On July 9, security forces lifted a PCO owner from Raj Bagh locality here. Running PCO for past four years, Manzoor Ahmad Shaha son of Muhammad Sayeed of Hanjir Pora Kulgam was closing the shop at night hours when the incident took place.

Manzoor’s family has expressed concern that despite their efforts his whereabouts could not be known.

Meanwhile, according to the reports troopers of 3 RR nabbed Showkat Ahmad Bhat son of Ali Muhammad from his house during the raids in Mattan during Monday night. Since then, his family members are moving from pillar to post to know about his detention center

. 

PROTEST IN GANDERBAL AGAINST SUSPECTED PLANTING OF IEDS BY FORCE
 SRINAGAR, July 19: A complete shutdown was observed at Ganderbal against the alleged planting of IEDs by the security forces at Bazar Masjid, near court complex and Public Park. Meanwhile, police said that they have raised this issue with the security force officials and have asked them to properly inform the police before planting the IEDs. 

According to a local news agency, CNS, on July 18, people of Beehama, Municipal Park and near the forest department office found some IEDs in the areas and they informed the police in this regard. The police informed the local army unit who defused one of the mines while the other two were recovered by them. 

The presence of IEDs led to a panic in the area and people moved to safer places. On July 19 morning, police received information that an IED was planted near Civil court which they defused at about 9:00 A.M. The presence of the IEDs led to an agitation from the people and all the shopkeepers downed their shutters and started lodging their protest against the security force personnel. 
 
The protesters said that the presence of IEDs has sent shock waves among the people with the result the school children of the area have not been attending their schools from the last two days. They were demanding that stern action should be taken against the security force personnel. 
Quoting SP Ganderbal, Parihar news agency reported that the personnel of 5 RR had planted 10 IEDs in the Ganderbal area without informing the police. The SP    Ganderbal said that the security forces were carrying trial exercises and that is the reason that they planted the IEDs in the area. 
Parihar stated that he called the commanding officer of 5 RR to his office and asked him not to plant the IEDs without the proper permission of the Police. He added that the presence of IEDs in addition of creating panic among the locals also led to chaos and confusion among the yatris. 
The police officer assured the people that such incidents would not be repeated and that the security forces personnel would not be allowed to carry out trial exercises in future at this place.
NEWS IN BRIEF

· CENTRE ASKS TO SET UP MINORITY PANEL

New Delhi. July 21: The center on 21 July asked the Jammu and Kashmir government to constitute a State Minorities Commission as part of the efforts to create a conductive of Kashmiri migrants.

 
Union Minister of State for Home, Sriprakash Jaiswal told representatives of Kashmiri Pandits that the government wanted the people who have fled because of militancy to return. The Kashmiri migrants will be “ properly consulted along with other sections of the society in talks aimed at bringing back, he said at a meeting held at the National Commission for Minorities (NCM) office here. 

· MAN MISSING IN CUSTODY

Srinagar, July3: Police arrested Suhail Jan son of Gul Muhammad Jan of Natipora Khal on June 25 near Zam Zam Hotel Rambagh here. His whereabouts have not been provided to his relatives since then. They have appealed higher authorities to look into the matter.

· 4 KASHMIRIS HELD IN DELHI

New Delhi, July 3: Delhi police has arrested four Kashmiri boys, Masood, Zahid, Bashir and Nazir in Kapashera area on Delhi-Gurgaon road when they were proceeding towards the capital in a car on Friday night.

Police claimed recovery of four Chinese pistols, one hand grenade, Rs. 50,000 fake currency and a check for Rs. 9.5 lakh from them.

Police claim that they were planning to attack Indira Gandhi International airport but there are too many loopholes in police version as it would have been impossible for them to storm airport with few pistols and a hand grenade. 

· ARMY OFFICER DIES MYSTERIOUSLY
 JAMMU, July 3:An Army lieutenant was found dead, in his room at Kotedhara in Rajouri district, under mysterious circumstances last night, a senior army officer said. The 16 corps media-in-charge Col D K Badola said Lt Rajesh Pandey was found dead in his room at Kotedhara at 2000 hrs.
He said the lieutenant had a bullet wound in his stomach and his official rifle was lying beside him, adding it could be a case of suicide or accidental firing. A court of inquiry has been ordered into the incident, he added. 

· SOG MEN BEAT UP KUPWARA DM

Kupwara, July 4: Police has registered a case against its Special Operations Group (SOG) for allegedly manhandling District Magistrate (DM) Kupwara on Friday last. 

Police said the incident occurred when the people of Drugmulla were protesting against the Power Development Department (PDD).

In the meantime, when the DM reached there, the SOG men from Srinagar unit identified as Riyaz Ahmad Shah along with his brothers snatched the weapons of Personal Security Guards (PSOs) of DM and dragged him from his official vehicle. 

The intervention of the police saved the DM from further humiliation. 

Later, the DM filed a complaint in Police Station Kupwara upon which a case vide FIR no 197/2005 under section 435, 392, 511, 379 and 427 was registered. The DM’s complaint reads: “ Three persons stopped my car and tried to burn it. They also snatched the weapons of my PSOs. It was a narrow escape for me, and my escorts fired only after my life was in danger.” 

“They snatched my weapons and tore off my clothes,” a PSO said. 

“Divisional Commissioner has asked the police to book them (the SOG men) under Public Safety Act (PSA),” an official at the DC office, said.

SSP Kupwara Sunil Dutt said a probe has been ordered into the incident. “Law will take its own course those involved will not be spared,” the SSP said.

· COP COMMITS SUICIDE

Srinagar, July 21: A policeman on July 21 committed suicide at Sopore in Baramulla district.

Reports said that Mohammad Amin, a constable of 112BN armed police posted at Jammu and Kashmir Bank, Achabal took out his SLR rifle and fired two bullets, which hit his head, and as a result he died instantly. Amin was a resident of Ramban in district Doda and the reasons for his suicide are yet to be ascertained.

· GOVERNMENT GUNMAN ACCUSED OF KIDNAPPING GIRL

Natnoosa (Kupwara), July 4: Family of 16-year-old girl, kidnapped on June 30, has alleged that a government gunman working with Army of protecting her kidnapper.

“My daughter Gulshana Akhtar was kidnapped by Yaseen Khan on June 30. He was accompanied by Meraj Hanji and Ayub Hanji sons of Rashid Hanji”, Ghulam Nabi Allai, father of victim said. 

Adding further he said, “Ayub Hanji threatened us of dire consequences when we asked about the whereabouts of Gulshana”.  Reiterating his non-involvement Ayub Hanji had refuted that he had any information about Gulshana

 “I only walked with them upto Kawari. Do not ask me, I have links with Ikhwanis. I will kill you”, Hanji reportedly told the girls family.

The family alleged that Yaseen’s relatives in Shedpora Keegam are also Ikhwanis and have been protecting the kidnapper. “They have been giving shelter to the kidnapper and the accused Ikhwanis”, Gulashana’s relatives stressed. Police have registered a case and started manhunt. However, no arrests have been made so far.

· SOLIDER END LIFE

Srinagar, July 23:  A soldier ended his life by firing from his service rifle in Mendhar Poonch district of Jammu on July 22. The reason of him taking the extreme step could not be immediately known. The matter is being investigated.

· RR BEATS BUS PASSENGERS

 Srinagar, July 24: Troops at Ladu, Pampore stopped a Kashmir Matador Driver’s Association (KMDA) vehicle at 9:15 a.m and beat up the passengers without any provocation, eyewitnesses said. The bus, which was coming from Khrew on its way to Srinagar, was stopped and passengers were asked to board down. The RR men, eyewitnesses said, asked the passengers to make a queue ostensibly to check their identity cards. However, while checking the I-cards the RR personnel beat up bearded passengers and Gujjar’s without any provocation.

· STUDENT’S PROTEST

Sopore, July 23: Police on July 23 fired in air to disperse hundreds of students of Boys Degree College and Boys Higher Secondary who were protesting against the troopers on July 21 entered into the college premises and beat up students. The students, who were shouting anti-forces slogans, accused troops of killing innocent people. Police tried to pacify the students but they refused and marched towards Dak Bungalow. Police and Centre Reserve Police forces Jawan resorted to Lathicharge and fired several rounds to disperse the student.

· NATNUSA PROTESTS

Natnusa, Kupwara July 22: The inhabitants of Natnusa on July 22 staged huge demonstration against the troops of RR who according to the protestors detained two persons and handed them over to Kupwara police.

According to the agitated protestors who had blocked the Srinagar- Kupwara highway, the troops cordoned off Ganai Mohalla in the wee hours of July 22 and asked the male members of the village to assemble.

The troops picked up five youths Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Ganai, Naseer Ganai, Sanaullah, Ali Muhammad Khan- a Shepherd, Naseer Ganai and Jan Muhammad.

When the news of their detention spread in village, hundreds of people including women from the village staged a dharna on the Srinagar – Kupwara highway suspending traffic for hours. The protestors chanted anti- troop and anti government slogans.

Police personnel headed by SHO Kupwara reached to the spot and assured the agitated protestors of safe release of the detained persons.

The residents assembled again, when police failed to manage their release, which forced the troops to hand-over the arrested persons to police station wherein an FIR was registered against them. “ Both the detained confessed of helping militants by providing rations and,” the FIR read.

One of the arrested Naseer told sources,” I was tortured five times in Natnusa as well as in Keegam. They gave me electric shock and ruthlessly thrashed me.” His mother Zoona who was desperately waiting for release of her son told sources, “ he was ill and had come from Srinagar,” adding that he has no contacts with any militant outfit.

· GOVT GUNMEN UNLEASH TERROR

Srinagar, July 25: The inhabitants of Zarhama, Marhama, Jugarpati and Lederwan areas of Kupwara district have complained against two government-sponsored gunmen of making their life miserable.

A delegation from the area told sources that the gunmen Sajad Ahmed Khan son of Ghulam Nabi Khan of Zarhama and Shams-ud-din Khan son of Ghulam Qadir working with police’s STF have unleashed a region of terror in the area and are harassing the people including women folk. The duo according to the delegation is also indulged in extortion.

The delegation urged the higher officials of the police department to take cognizance of the matter.

KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF JULY 2005
	Date
	Soldiers
	Militants
	Civilians
	Others

	July1 
	-
	2
	3
	1 VDC 

	July 2
	1 SI
	8
	1
	-

	July 3
	-
	2
	2
	-

	July 4
	-
	1
	4
	-

	July 5
	-
	1 ex-militant
	1
	1 dead body recovered 

	July 6
	2
	2
	1
	1 civilian’s dead body found 

	July 7
	-
	11
	1
	1 beheaded body found 

	July 8
	5 (1 JCO)
	4
	1
	-

	July 9
	-
	2
	2
	-

	July 10
	-
	6
	1
	-

	July 11
	1
	7
	2
	-

	July 12
	-
	5
	-
	1 dead body recovered 

	July 13
	
	5
	1
	1 dead body recovered

	July 14
	2
	13
	-
	-

	July 15
	-
	7
	2
	-

	July16
	1
	26
	2
	-

	July 17
	-
	-
	1
	-

	July 18
	-
	-
	5
	1 Surrendered & I Congress activist

	July 19
	-
	4
	6
	-

	July 20
	6 (1 Major) 
	1
	1
	-

	July 21
	2 (1 SHO)
	-
	-
	2 DP activist 

	July 22
	-
	2
	1
	3 VDC members 

	July 23
	3
	4
	2
	-

	July 24
	-
	4
	4
	-

	July 25
	-
	10
	1
	-

	July 26
	-
	3
	-
	-

	July 27
	1
	7
	-
	-

	July 28
	-
	6
	1
	-

	July 29
	5
	-
	1
	5 VDC members 

	July30
	6
	1
	-
	-

	July 31
	-
	2
	1
	-

	Total 
	35 (4 officers) 
	146
	48 
	18


	Date
	Alleged C.K. / EJE
	Women
	Children
	Alleged Disappearances

	July 1
	-
	-
	1
	-

	July 2
	-
	-
	-
	1

	July 3
	-
	1
	-
	-

	July 5
	1 EJK
	-
	-
	-

	July 6 
	-
	-
	-
	3

	July 7
	-
	-
	1
	-

	July 9
	-
	-
	-
	1

	July 14
	-
	1
	-
	-

	July 16
	-
	-
	1
	-

	July 19
	1 EJK 
	-
	-
	-

	July 20
	-
	-
	-
	1

	July 21
	1 EJK 
	-
	-
	-

	July 23
	3 EJK
	-
	1
	-

	July 24
	-
	-
	1
	-

	July 29 
	-
	-
	3
	-

	Total 
	6 
	3
	8
	6


                  WOMEN – CHILDREN KILLED 
July 1: Ten-year-old Mohammad Omar s/o Mater Vazir Mohammad a student of 4th class was killed in a grenade explosion at Chunga, Narol of tehsil Mandher in Poonch district.

July 3: Unknown gunmen killed a woman Zohra Begum w/o Abdul Rashid at Darm Tantra in Doda dist of Jammu provision.

July 7: Beheaded dead body of 10 years old boy identified as Abdul Hamid Rather was recovered from a Stream at Figgipora Budgam in central Kashmir.

July 14: Zahida daughter of Muhammad Akbar Dar was allegedly first raped and then murdered by Rashtriya Rifles troops.

July 16: Six-year old, Naseema daughter of Mohammad Shafi Sooth was killed in the exchange of fire between militants and troops in Gulmarg sector, police said.

July19: Mst Fatima Mir wife of Ghulam Nabi of Sehpora Dooru was purportedly killed by unknown militants outside her home.

July 23: Parvaiz Ahmed Dar,15, s/o Bashir Ahmad Dar R/o Pulwama was killed allegedly at the hands of the troops.

July 24: Bilal Ahmed Sheikh (15) s/o Abdul Khaliq Sheikh of Gashigund, Wasim Ahmed Wani s/o Sultan Wani of Bangargund and Shabir Ahmed Shah s/o Ghulam Hassan Shah Bangargund were allegedly killed by troops.
July 29: Three militants allegedly intruded into the house of Bashir Ahmed at village Jagranu in Koteranka area of Rajouri and locked his three children in a room. They killed Bashir Ahmed’s wife Shamim Akhter, 30, by slitting her throat. Bashir was not present in the house when the attack took place.

CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS JULY

July 1: 1 minor killed, 1 foreign militant, 1 HM militant, 2 civilians and 1 VDC member were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.
July 2: 8 militants, 1 Assistant Sub-inspector of Bomb disposal Squad and 1 civilian were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.

July 3: 2 JeM militants and 2 Civilians including a woman were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.

July 4: 1 ex- militant and 1 civilian were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley. While a dead body of a student of 10th class Khurashid Ahmed Thokar S/o Ghulam Mohd Thokar  was recovered from Padderpora Shopian.

July 5: 1 ex- militant and 1 civilian were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley. While a dead body of a student of 10th class Khurashid Ahmed Thokar S/o Ghulam Mohd Thokar  was recovered from Padderpora Shopian.

July 6: 1 HM militant, 1 LeT militant, 2 Army men and 1 civilian were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley. While a dead body of a civilian identified as Sirtaj Ahmed Wani was recovered from Yasso Qazigund

July 7: 11 militants including 1 HM militant and 1 civilian were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley. While beheaded body was recovered from stream.

July 8: 4 Army men including JCO, 4 militants, 1 SPO and 1 civilian were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.

July 9: 2 militants including 1JeM militant and 2 civilians were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.

July 10: 6 militants including 2 LeT militants, 1HM militant and 1 JeM militant and 1 civilian were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.

July 11: 7 militants including 1 Jaish-e-Muhammad and 1Lashkar-e-Toiba, 1 Army men and 2 civilians were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.

July 12: 5 Militants including 1 Lashkar-e-Toiba, 1 former militant, were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley. I dead body of Gulzar Ahmed was recovered from the premises of Urban Environmental Engineering Department

July 13: 5 militants, including 1 JeM militant, 1 civilian were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley. Dead body of Ghulam Nabi was recovered from Nallah of Gool Udhampur.

July 14: 13 including 5 MH militants, 1 STF and 1 Army men were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.

July 15: 7 militants including 2 Islamic Front militants, 2 civilians were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.

July 16: 26 militants including 8 Al Badr militants, army man and two civilians were killed in separate incidents of violence.
July 17: 1 civilian was killed in the IED blast.
July 18: 1 Surrendered militant, 4 civilians, 1 porter, 1 congress council were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley
July 19: 6 civilians and 4 HM militants were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.
July 20: 6 Army men including 1 major and 1 civilian and 1 militant were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.
July 21: 1 SHO, 2 Democratic Party Activist, 1 Army men were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.
July 22: 1 boy, 3 VDC men, 2 militants were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.
July 23: 3 soldiers, 4 militants and 2 civilians were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.
July 24: 4 militants, 4 civilians including 3 boys were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.
July25: 10 militants, 1 civilian were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.
July 26: 3 unidentified militants were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.
July 27: 7 militants, 1 solider were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.

July 28: 6 civilians including 2 women and 1 child and 1 militant were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.
July 29: 2 BSF, CRPF cops, two Special Task forces personnel, two SPOs, 5 Village Defence Committee members and a woman were killed across the state in various incidents of violence.
July 30: 1 militants and 4 Army men, 2 policemen were killed in the different violence related incidents in the valley.                                                                                                                                                     
July 31: Two militants and 1 civilian were killed in violence related incidents.  
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