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Editorial: 
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DISAPPEARED AT DELHI

This year Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) executive body decided to commemorate International Day of Disappeared (IDD) at New Delhi. The association has been commemorating IDD on 30th August since 1998 at Srinagar, in which the relatives of Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances (EID) have been highlighting their plight and future action plan before the local media and civil society. 

                There were two main reasons for holding it at New Delhi. Firstly, to reach wider audience and media in the capital metropolitan city of India for inviting their attention towards the phenomenon of Enforced Disappearance in the State of Jammu and Kashmir and secondly, to sensitize the Indian civil society which has shown total indifference towards the unabated human rights violations in the state of J&K. The civil society in India believes that situation has drastically improved in Kashmir, and things are returning to normalcy according to the disinformation fed to them by the State and National media.

                  Though the invitation was send to a wider section at Delhi, the gathering was disappointing. In a metropolitan city with 13.8 million populations, not more then 100 people had gathered at the Indian Social Institute the venue of the meeting. Most of the visitors happen to be at the institute by chance. Some prominent social activists and human rights defenders, participating including Arundhati Roy, Kamal Mitra Chenoy, Tapan Bose, Umi Chakraborty, Sahba Hussain and Gautam Naulakha, expressed their concern over this human problem being confronted by more then 200 thousand family members in Jammu and Kashmir. They suggested ways and means to support the association and to highlight the issue to the people in the country, who are unaware of the magnitude of this human issue. The anguish made by Booker prizewinner Arundhati Roy was courageous and inspiring. Speaking on the occasion, she lambasted the role of the Indian media and accused them of suffering from Schizophrenia about the reality in Jammu and Kashmir. Painting rosy picture of normalcy she said is false. She further added that the Indians have no right to talk about what ever is happening in Palestine and Iraq unless they discuss what is happing in Kashmir. She added in the global arena, India is revered for its democracy and Gandhian values, which is nothing but a lie.  Arundhati Roy’s observation regarding the Indian Civil Society groups that hesitates to speak the truth about Kashmir does not make her less patriotic. We salute her courage infact it has increased the prestige of Indian conscientious objectors who are showing grace under pressure. After Murdulla Sarabhai, Indermohan, V.K Tarkunda she is the first such voice which has shown such courage. She has got engaged in Kashmir only from last one or two years while as the civil society activists once the frequent travelers to Kashmir at the beginning of the conflict to monitor the human rights situation have now observed silence and are behaving like proverbial three monkeys. Some of them pretend to be sympathetic towards the rights of the Kashmir but hesitate to take any position publicly. There are many of such voices in India. Delhi alone is not the India. It is the duty of the civil society of Kashmir to reach and engage them. A country with 1 thousand million populations with the vibrant civil society has the potential of such voices of courage. They have to be reached to and informed about the crimes being committed by the law-enforced agencies in Kashmir on their name. They are ray of hope to mount pressure on government to stop the crime against humanity including disappearances.

The interaction at Delhi as expected was not covered by the Indian media except one leading newspaper from south, which exceptionally reports fairly on Kashmir. After the meeting, a resolution was adopted in the meeting for withdrawal of draconian laws like Armed Forced Special Power Act (AFPSA), which gives impunity to the security forces being main reason behind enforced disappearance and appointment of commission to probe into the enforced disappearances since 1990 that has remained the constant demand of APDP. Besides most of the participants in principal agreed that APDP support groups at Delhi and elsewhere would be constituted which will hold campaign for victims of Enforced or Involuntary Disappearance. Some human right activists moved by the passing testimonies of the victims and documentary on disappearances Waiting… in the meeting offered invitation to the APDP activists present there, to visit their state and highlight the plight of victims of Enforced or Involuntary Disappearance. 

Despite of several odds, the visit did not prove to be totally disastrous as follow up programme was decided and a support group formed to conduct parallel activity independently.

ON DAY OF DISAPPEARED

Srinagar, Aug 30: On 30 August, the International Day of Disappeared (IDD) was for the first time commemorated at New Delhi by APDP and not in Kashmir as it used to be till 2000. The Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) in Kashmir called upon Indian civil society groups to work with it to ensure that justice to those aggrieved by  “Enforced Disappearances.” 

[image: image1.png]Mukhteyar Ahmad




Ten families of disappeared persons traveled to Delhi, to observe the International Day of Disappeared at Indian Social Institute (ISI). Notwithstanding, the invitation sent to large number of people, the presence was slightly disappointed. In an introductory speech Parvez Imroz patron APDP said, “The families have decided to appeal the conscious of the civil society regarding their plight and to highlight the phenomena of the enforced disappearances outside J&K. Since national media is obfuscating the truth regarding Kashmir, Indian civil society has been least sensitive towards the plight of the 3-lakh relatives of nearly 10 thousand disappeared persons. It is a shame and pity that Indian vibrant civil society is taking just position on other conflict areas like Iraq, Palestine but they choose to remain silent on Kashmir.  The commendable role of Indian civil society in Gujarat and other massacres have been widely appreciated but they are too coward to raise their voice as far Kashmir is concerned.  They hail Noam Chomsky for speaking truth about America but they themselves dare not speak the truth about Kashmir. Disappearance is a crime not even permissible in war times, even in wars there are limits how the warfare is conducted and how the combatants should behave but the Indian Security forces (7 hundred thousand) deployed to neutralized the 15 hundred combatants has proved occupational forces are controlling the non-combatant Kashmiris. Civil society of India has to rise to the occasion. APDP is apolitical and only campaigning against disappearances and impunity laws in Kashmir. The families of the disappeared persons want to know the truth about their dare ones however unpalatable”. Questioning the role of civil society, Parvez Imroz added, “ We fear that a large number of disappearances will likely continue in the next few years. Why has civil society been silent on an issue like disappearances in Kashmir? Their silence tantamounts to the acquiesce to the crime against humanity”

Demanding immediate withdrawal of the Army from J&K, renowned author and Booker Prize winner Arundhati Roy on the occasion criticized the Indian media for failing to highlight the plight of the ordinary Kashmiris, who she said were being tormented and brutalized by security forces every day in the name of freedom and peace.

“ Indian media is suffering from schizophrenia as its reports portray zero reflection about the reality in J&K. Indian media is busy painting a rosy picture of normalcy, which is absolutely false,” She lamented.

 Stating that for every 15 Kashmiris, the Government has deployed at least one Army personnel, the author said, “ We as Indians have no right to talk about whatever is happening in Palestine and Iraq unless we discuss and highlight the atrocities being committed in the Valley. The issue is not just related to the freedom of Kashmiris, it is a matter of concern for all Indians. What farcical peace are we talking about?’

She added, “ In the global arena, India is revered for its democracy and Gandhian values, which is nothing but a lie. Indian occupation in J and K has surpassed the excesses of Pinochet in Chile.

“Everyday, ordinary Kashmiris are being subjected to humiliation, and we say peace is returning to the valley. During my recent visit to the State, I found numerous cases of repression, but the government is not ready to accept it.” 

Renowned Academicians Uma Chakraborty reverberating same thoughts said, “ It is a shame that these families had to come to Delhi. We should have gone there to listen to their pleas and taken some action in this regard”.

Addressing the meeting, Hafizullah Mir, member of the Coalition of Civil Society, said: “Disappearances are the biggest challenge before our small group working in Jammu and Kashmir. Not a single court has found any perpetrator guilty. As we could not get justice, families have decided to come to Delhi to brief Indian civil society.”

Members of the APDP including 6 Half-widows, brothers, sisters and parents of disappeared persons traveling first time outside State, broke down while narrating their woeful tales before IDD participants. Describing how her son “disappeared” after having been taken into custody by the Army in 1990,APDP President Parveena said that despite her getting a favorable direction from the High Court and the Union Home Ministry, her son is still untraceable.

“ We want justice. This is not just my case. There are over 10,000 people, while 3,931 is the official figure, who have become victims of enforced disappearance. What the Government has offered is just ex-gratia relief in less then 1% cases. We do not want compensation or jobs; we want our sons and brothers to return and the guilty to be severely punished. We are facing all odds on our fight for justice and we will continue to fight till the end,” said Parveena tears rolling down her cheeks.

Tahira from Baramulla said,” the Army took my husband into custody. Even though I visited the camp where I was told he would be, he was not there and I have not seen him since.”

Another victim Bismati from Badgaon gushed, “ My son was arrested while he was on the farm. For two months we asked for his release, if he had died, where is his body? I have been searching for him for 15 years now, but there is no sign of him.”

These moving testimonies were followed by screening of Waiting… a documentary by Shabnam Ara and Atul Gupta, on the families of those who disappeared in Kashmir.

Acknowledging the graveness of ID’s in Kashmir, many participants active on Human rights volunteered to host such programmes in their respective states to highlight the issue, which has received least attention? 

The meeting where Academicians, Social activists, Human rights volunteers and students, including Kamal Mitra Chenoy, Tapan Bose, Bashir Ahmed, Sahba Hussain and Gautam Naulakha, were also present, also passed a resolution asking the Central Government to immediately form a “Commission on Disappearance” to find the missing persons.

It also demanded withdrawal of special powers from the Army and paramilitary forces and appealed to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights to call a separate convention on disappeared people.

Elsewhere peace marches and rallies were held in many parts of Europe and in Philippines during which the participants expressed solidarity with the Kashmiri victims.

AGAIN A CUSTODIAL KILLING

ARMY SAYS IN CROSSFIRE
On August 1: After arresting two villagers from their residence at Buga Bhawah in hilly area of district Doda allegedly by the troops of 10 Rashtriya Rifles (RR), one succumbed to torture. 
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Sources from Doda told The Informative Missive that the arrests followed by the killing of one of the arrestees’ triggered anger among the people who staged massive protest in the area. The irked protestors chanted slogans against the troops and demanded stern action to the culpable. 

The deceased identified as thirty-five-year old Ghulam Ali son of Nassarullah was a resident of Buga Bhawah, Doda. While, the other arrestee has been identified as Ghulam Hussain. 
According to the sources of The Informative Missive, the troops received a wireless message from the militants operating in the area about their surrender before the army.  Doubting militants intentions despite sending big contingent they assigned the job to a personnel of Territorial Army identified as Tej Ram. 

To do his job Tej Ram forcibly took along two persons Ghulam Ali and Mohammad Hussain allegedly in order to send them to the militants to take their arms and call them for surrender.

Somehow, militants captured Tej Ram and subsequently killed him in a nearby stream. Frightened the duo escaped from the scene and returned back to their respective homes. The dead body of Tej Ram lay in the stream for hours as both troops and police had the apprehensions that militants might have tied some explosive material with his body to cause damage to the security forces. After examining to their satisfaction his body was removed form the stream by the forces, sources added.   

It is pertinent to mention here that the duo were unaware of the Tej Ram’s intentions. The only reason the duo assisted him (Tej Ram) were purely on threat perceptions, sources said. 

Sources further said, on the same night a raid was conducted by the troops of 10 RR at the residences of Ali and Hussain in which the duo was taken on pretext of questioning. Earlier the duo was taken to Doda army camp where from they were swiftly shifted to Joint Interrogation Centre (JIC), Doda. In JIC torture was inflicted on them. They were allegedly beaten to pulp with canes, gun butts and also power currents were administered on their bodies. 

Failing to bear the severe torture Ghulam Ali succumbed in custody on August 3.  As soon as the news of Ali’s killing reach his native village at around 3:00 pm, they (villagers) thronged to streets to launch protest. Meanwhile, the army laid a siege in the entire area to prevent the demonstrators from proceeding. The protestors raised slogans, sought immediate punishment to the perpetrators who use civilians as shield to counter militancy, and later killed them in custody. 

Nevertheless, the doctors declared the conditions of the other victim, Hussain who is still recuperating at his residence as stable. 

When the case came into the notice of Additional Superintendent of Police and Tehsildar, they along with a doctor, visited the area to take stock of the situation and even tried to pacify the mob. They assured a post mortem that would lead to the cause of the death. 

On approaching the concerned police station, the villagers told The Informative Missive that police officials refused to lodge the First Information Report (FIR) against the perpetrators. 

However, the army claimed that the duo got trapped into crossfire between militants and troops due to which Ghulam Ali died while as Hussain survived bullet injuries.  

Rejecting the army’s claim strongly and stoutly as fabrication, people accused the troops of killing Ghulam Ali cold-bloodedly in their custody in order to revenge the killing of their personnel. 
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY TORTURES YOUTH

Suhail Ahmad Basmati S/o Gul Muhammad Basmati of Khal, Natipora is still unable to erase the imprints of torture from his mind. Suhail was picked up by two unidentified gunmen (Later known to be from Kashmiri Wing of Intelligence Bureau), who bundled him into a white colored Maruti 800, on 25th June near Zam Zam Hotel Rambagh. Nine days later, he was flung on the bypass near Chanapora at 9:30pm in a half dead condition. 

While narrating his woe Suhail was unable to hide the pain, “I don’t know how I am able to talk to you like this even after such inhumane torture. They burnt down my knees and burnt off flesh from my fore arms. For 7 days, my legs and arms were tied and I was not even fed properly. My condition deteriorated and they did not provide me the medical treatment”. Every part of Suhail’s body is witness to the torture. “ They just treated me like canvas and themselves the harsh painters, who were ready to paint horrible pictures on my body with bloody tools”, he said.

Suhail is eldest among the three children of Gul Muhammad Basmati, who awaits for his recovery. “ This State is not run by government, but by different Indian security agencies who have the power to do anything. Any one moving outside the house, does not know whether he/she will return back or not”, he said. “I searched for my son in every nook and corner of the state, in every Security camp but all in vain and it was after his release that I came to know about his detention by Intelligence Bureau”, Gul Muhammad expressed. In 2003 Suhail used to bring the laborers from Bandipora to Srinagar, as he was involved in construction business with his uncle. “ As I used to travel frequently to Bandipora in connection to my business. These people thought I have some connections with militants there,”

Suhail’s mother is very apprehensive about the safety of her son. “ I know my Son is back now but this is not an isolated case. Every day someone, somewhere in Kashmir is subjected to enforced disappearance. It has became a routine for common Kashmiris and we should raise voice against it so that we could save our children for the better future”, She said.

“The degree of insecurity among common Kashmiris is killing us unknowingly. We know who are the perpetrators but still are reluctant to identify them in front of the people who matter, in fear of dire consequences.” 

RELATIVES FOR FAIR TRIAL TO FIGHT FOR DETAINEES’ RIGHTS

Srinagar, Aug 6: Two days after the awarding of capital punishment to Muhammad Afzal Guru in Parliament attack case, the families of Kashmiris languishing in jails have formed a group “ Relatives for Fair Trial”, to safe guard the rights of the detainees as guaranteed by International Humanitarian law and Supreme Court of India. The group was formed after Afzal Guru’s cousin, Yaseen Guru who happens to be brother of Showket Guru (sentenced to 10 year imprisonment) and G.M Wani (father of Zaoda Habib, who is in Tihar Jail for last three years) approached JKCCS seeking its support. 

Addressing a news conference on Aug 6,2005 the members of the “ Relatives for Fair Trial” expressed anguish against the Indian mainstream media accusing it of passing judgments against Kashmiri detainees before the commencement of trail. They decided to file Public interest Litigation (PIL) against the media for what they called ruining the lives of innocent Kashmiris.

“Afzal was forced to give interview to a New Delhi-based TV channel journalist Shamas Tahir Khan by the Assistant Commissioner of Police Rajbir Singh who was looking into the case”, Afzal’s cousin Yaseen Guru said.

He said, “ before the commencement of the actual trail, it is the media which starts pronouncing judgments against people whose only sin is they are Kashmiri Muslims”. More over, the relatives said, the detainees were being provided incompetent and inexperienced amicus curie.

“While it is up to the courts to determine innocence or guilt, the emphasis of the group will be to ensure that the courts reach a verdict in a fair manner, consistent with the norms of International law,” the group members said. “ It is with this aim that this group has been constituted to lobby with various actors to ensure fair trials”, they said. 

This group is mobilizing to safeguard the fundamental and universal right to a fair trial of Kashmiris who are facing trial both within and outside Jammu and Kashmir 

Kashmiris, accused of militancy-related offense, are facing trials in different courts all across India.  There is concern among relatives and other affiliates of the accused that their right to a fair trial is being compromised and that they are facing additional harassment because of their Kashmiri identity.

· In many cases the victims face a ‘media trial’ in which biased media coverage influences the legal proceedings and renders the verdict a foregone conclusion.  

· Many of those accused of militancy-related offense come from economically deprived sections of society, which further impedes their ability to ensure a fair trial or provide for their own defense.

· There are reasons to be concerned about the implementation of both Indian laws and International standards with regard to these trials. “We want to ensure that the detainees are guaranteed all the tenets of the ‘right to life’ as enshrined in the Indian constitution as well as all the provisions accorded to them by International laws such as the right to proper defense, the right to meet relatives, etc” the group divulged.

· Many of the fundamental rights of detained individuals are being circumvented – there are numerous reports of Kashmiris who have been denied an expedient trial and are languishing in jails.

· The practices that are prescribed by Indian jail manuals in order to maintain the dignity of prisoners and prevent humiliation are uniquely flouted while jail authorities, in many cases, are either complacent or complicit with such acts.

· The social stigma of Kashmiris accused of complicity in militant activity is debilitating – there are instances of public harassment, denial of services, discrimination, etc.

While it is up to the courts to determine innocence or guilty, the emphasis of this group will be to ensure that the courts reach a verdict in a fair manner, consistent with the norms of International law.  It is with this aim that this group has been constituted to lobby with various actors to ensure fair trials.

This group intends to network with civil society organizations both in India and abroad to collaborate on initiatives to protect the right to a fair trial.  Using these relationships they hope to lobby with government actors – including but not limited to parliament members and the National Human Rights Commission – to establish legal guarantees for the accused in trials.  In order to directly affect trials currently being held, this group hopes to both lobby with the relevant media to establish guidelines for reporting on trials to ensure unbiased coverage as well as establish a network of neutral observers to monitor trials to guarantee fairness.  Finally, the group intends to initiate a public awareness campaign for the right to a fair trial consisting of public seminars, conferences, reports and documents to be published.

GOVERNMENT EXPRESSED CONCERN

INCREASING NO. OF SECURITY PERSONS TESTING HIV+
August 17: Paramilitary forces are reluctant to allow the JK administration to have a sigh of relief. This time it is not the killing of innocent persons by them but the increasing number of persons testing HIV+. 

Government received wake up call, when a 36-year-old BSF personnel posted at Pulwama recently died of AIDS at Sheri Kashmir Institute of Medical science SKIMS. Sources said after a substantial weight loss, he had come to the hospital for routine check-up.

Fifteen persons have been tested HIV+ during routine tests at the SKIMS and SMHS hospitals in Srinagar since last six months. The nine paramilitary persons who tested positive were posted in Srinagar, Budgam, Baramulla and Pulwama. “They came straight from their camps. They had no idea about the disease they had contacted. All of them had come for routine check-ups complaining about fever, weight loss, tuberculosis, chronic diarrhoea and throat infection,” a senior doctor said.

The department of Health has started two HIV testing centers in SKIMS and SMHS, Voluntary Counseling and Testing Center VCTC in 2002.  According to the data available until now, 50 CRPF/BSF persons were tested positive among the number of the Paramilitary persons who visited the centers. Army sources disclosed that 90 army personnel were tested positive during the same time. Independent sources were unable to confirm it, as the army screens its men for HIV in-house. The number of army persons with HIV+ positive symptoms is on decline while as in case of CRPF/BSF it is alarmingly increasing. “We tried to ascertain the source of infection and found that intravenous drug usage and unsafe sex were the main reasons”, a doctor said.

The alarming increase in the paramilitary persons with HIV+ has stroke the panic chord throughout the concerned departments of the state administration. If the media reports are to be believed, the Ministry of Health and Medical Education has already wrote to the security agencies and have asked them to be careful. Minister of State for Health and Medical Education, Abdul Gaffar Sofi said, “We are aware of such cases. We have conducted a survey and we are deeply concerned”. 

PROTEST AGAINST THE KILLING OF LOCAL YOUTH AT DODA, INQUIRY ORDERED

Doda, Aug 29: Hundreds of villagers from village Babor, 8km from Doda held a protest demonstration against the alleged killing of a youth by the local police in custody. 
Sources said that Mushtaq Ahmad son of Ghulam Qadir of village Babor Doda was arrested by the Doda police. The family of the deceased alleged that Mushtaq was kept illegally confined for three days without FIR and was given third degree torture leading to his death. 
 
However, police while refuting the allegation said that the deceased had committed suicide. They said that the deceased died due to self-inflected wounds that resulted in heavy blood loss. The police further said that the deceased was shifted to district hospital Doda from where he was shifted to GMC Jammu, but succumbed to his injuries at Batote. 
As the news of death spread in the areas, the whole village came to the district hospital to collect the dead body. Later on the villagers held a protest demonstration raising slogans against the police and civil administration. 
 
Meanwhile, a deputation of the villagers meet District Magistrate who ordered an immediate inquiry into the matter

.
IN TIMES OF ‘PEACE’ MAN’S PRIVATE PARTS BURNED

Srinagar, Aug 17: “They sprinkled petrol on my private parts, thrashed me ruthlessly, pulled out hair of my beard with pliers, gave me electric shocks, burned my body with an iron and finally threw a burning cigarette on me, says Riyaz Parray, admitted in SMHS Hospital on August 16 after a week-long detention and torture by Border Security Force.

“ While I screamed in pain for help, they mocked at my helpless state till I fell unconscious. Regaining senses I found myself in hospital,” he told the sources in hospital while breaking down inconsolably.

 
Doctors treating him at SMHS fear several complications inspite his stable condition. “ He has suffered burns in perineum. It seems petrol has been injected into his anus. Right now he is responding to the treatment but he is likely to develop complications,” doctors said

Riyaz has developed black bruise marks on arms and his lower abdominal portion shows visible burn injuries.

The family said the accused have tried to mutilate the medical records. The medical report (Ord. No. 103337) of bone and joints Hospital, where Riyaz was initially bought by police notes:

“Allegedly beaten by security forces, extreme burns on lower limbs and public area, muscle pain in body. Bought by Shabir Ahmed belt no. 4106 of Sadder Police station.”

 
The relatives of Riyaz were surprised to find that someone had tampered with the doctors’ remarks on medical ticket No. 842734 of SMHS hospital. While the doctors had clearly copied the earlier remarks from Bone and Joints Hospital, someone had replaced “allegedly beaten by security forces” with “allegedly beaten by someone”. The mutation is clear from the comparison of the two tickets.

Muhammad Abdullah Parray, Riyaz’s father said, “The BSF troopers arrested him on August 10. A man called him and asked him to come out of his Natipora house. As soon as he stepped outside the house he was immediately bundled into a Gypsy”. After searching for him at the security camps and police stations, the family couldn’t establish his whereabouts. “The family’s statement that they couldn’t find him shows the official lie that people are informed about the arrest of their kin,” said Mukhtar, Riyaz’s friend.

People and relatives thronged the ward 18 at SMHS hospital on Wednesday to know about the welfare of Riyaz. “We were shocked to see his condition. He has been brutally tortured by the 145 battalion of BSF stationed at Chanapora”, the aged father of Riyaz said.

Police sealed the entry of the ward and did not allow anybody to meet Riyaz. The SHO Sadder was constantly communicating with his senior officers to brief them about the situation. The relatives and people who had gathered in large number offered stiff resistance when the police told them that Riyaz would be shifted to Police Control Room (PCR).

Halima, mother of Riyaz was inconsolable. “See what the BSF has done to my son. What was his fault? Now they are shifting him to some other place. He will die, please let him stay here”, she cried.

Moved by the plight of Riyaz, a group of people blamed the Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad Sayeed for the harassment and killings in the state. “He has given license to kill the police and the forces. This is a brutal case of human rights violation and if he is sincere let him quit instead of ordering sham probes”, they told reporters.

Many women patients were seen consoling the four sisters of Riyaz.

One of his sisters, Shaheena said her brother was “nearly killed” by the security forces in the nineties. “He was arrested by the security forces. They broke his ribs and he had to undergo an open-heart surgery with 45 stitches. After that he was living a normal life and doing real-estate business”, she said.

Police had a verbal duel with the doctors who refused to discharge Riyaz without the permission of the Registrar. After completing the formalities, a heavy contingent of police escorted Riyaz who was writhing in pain to an Ambulance. He was shifted to PCR. 

The Public Relations Officer of BSF while refuting the charges of torture said, “we handed Riyaz to police in fit condition. Whatever has happened to him after that is not our responsibility”. 

Police denies BSF’s statement. “When Riyaz was handed over to us by BSF at about 5.30 PM on August 16, within five minutes he was rushed to Bone and Joint Hospital for medical examination as he was wounded. From there he was referred to SMHS”, an officer of Sadder Police Station said requesting anonymity.

“Rest you know as you talked to Riyaz”, the officer said.

Police said BSF personnel claimed recovery of a AK rifle and 120 rounds from Riyaz’s possession. “We have registered an FIR 194 Arms Act against him. Presently he is under our custody and he will be produced in court after treatment. He is a released militant”, an official of Sadder Police Station said.

“He was handed over to us in a critical state and we shifted him to Bone and Joints Hospital (BJS) on humanitarian grounds otherwise he could have died”, a cop on anonymity said. 

MAN TIPPED ARMY WRONGLY, HAWAL TAILOR GOT NEARLY KILLED

Srinagar, Aug 18: Zahoor Ahmad Qadri came limping into Greater Kashmir’s office supported by his brother, Tariq, and sister. Shivering with fear, pain and anger, he said at 

the behest of one Manjit Singh, Special Operations Group of police arrested him on August 12 and handed him over to Rashtriya Rifles troops who ‘tortured him in custody’. 

The man who traduced him had fed a lie to army that Zahoor was a militant planning to carry out bombings in the valley. When army realised they had caught a wrong man, Zahoor was released. “I nearly died of torture. Imagine if I had died what would have happened to my four small kids and wife,” Zahoor, a tailor, struggling for living says. His question is a pointer toward the lawlessness where a person is arrested on a slander and nearly killed. 
 
While stitching clothes on his shop at Hawal, Zahoor said, “ the SOG personnel led by a three-starred officer asked me to board a Gypsy and took me to some unknown destination. They brought a Sikh named Manjit Singh and asked him to identify me.” 
Zahoor said Manjit had fed them some lie about my involvement in militancy. “I was beaten and shifted to an army camp in Pampore,” he said. 

Zahoor said he was thrown into an interrogation cell. “They told me that I was planning to bomb some specific targets in the city on the eve of August 15. When I pleaded innocence, they stripped me and gagged my mouth with a cloth. Some troops were beating me with bamboo sticks and others throwing buckets of dirty water on my face. It nearly suffocated me to death, ” Zahoor said. 

“Then they handcuffed my arms on my back and hung me upside down from the ceiling for more than half an hour. That was the most killing part of the ordeal. I abused them and told them ‘yes I am intending to bomb several places’. I thought my confession would provide me some momentary relief, otherwise I thought I was going to die,” he says. 
The situation took a new turn when Zahoor was allowed to rest for some time and later given a bamboo stick. 

“They told me to beat Manjit. In front of my eyes he was tortured in exactly the same way I was. And when he uttered ‘wahe guru’ he was beaten even more savagely. I couldn’t come to hit him. Besides, I had no strength left to hit him. The troops told me to ask Manjit why he had given wrong information about me,” he said. 
Manjit spilled the beans. He said Aslam Salar, a scrap dealer who collects old army vehicles and other scrap, had asked him to get Zahoor arrested. Manjit works for Salar, who is brother-in-law of Zahoor’s brother, Tariq. 

He said an army Major apologised for the wrong and offered him coffee with biscuits and asked me to sleep for the night in his officer’s room. 
Tariq says Zahoor was victimised because he had a dispute with his in-laws and was intending to divorce his wife. “They found Zahoor a soft target,” he says. 
Moreover, the family says after his release, some Maruti car borne armed youth entered into his shop and demanded Rs 50,000 ransom or “else Zahoor would be killed.” 

OTHER SIDE OF STORY
Srinagar Aug 19:Taking strong exception to dragging Aslam Salar’s name in the   story published by Greater Kashmir on August 19, Friday,” Man tipped army wrongly Hawal tailor got nearly killed,” Mrs. Tahira Khan has described the statement of Tariq Ahmed Qadri and Manjit in the story as “ baseless, fabricated and devoid of any facts.”

“ The fact is Tariq Ahmed Qadri is my husband and has deserted us some nine months ago,” Tahira said in a statement to Greater Kashmir- a local daily.

‘Tariq, who is a DFO had tried to thrust a divorcee woman on us some nine months ago, which I and my children and locals strongly resented,” Tahira and her children Imran, 24 and daughter 21 who visited the Greater Kashmir office on August 19, said.

“Tariq is now trying to involve his brother in law (Aslam Salar) in whole affair just to malign his image,” she said.” My son Imran is unemployed and my daughter is studying, and still he has deserted us and now is resorting to such things to make our lives vulnerable,” Tahira said.

Tahira Khan said Manjit Singh was working with Zahoor (the victims in his tailor shop some ten years ago and was known to him. “My brother Aslam has not any connections with Manjit Singh as was portrayed in the story”, she said.

Meanwhile, Aslam Salar denied allegations made in the story regarding him. “I am not purchasing old army vehicles and have nothing to do with any security agency. Tariq has involved my name just to endanger our lives”, he said

TAKE ACTION AGAINST ‘GUILTY’ RR, SOG MEN: SHRC TO DEFENCE SECRETARY
Srinagar, Aug 4: Taking serious note of the “unauthorized” seizure of property by the Army and Special Operation Group (SOG) of Police, State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) has taken up the matter with the Central Government. 
 
Acting on a complaint filed by Muhammad Ramzan Hajam son of Abdul Aziz Hajam of Aynoo in Islamabad district, the commission Wednesday issued notice to the Defence Secretary to look into the matter and take appropriate action under law. The commission has also directed Director General of Police (DGP) to probe into the matter and take action against guilty, a statement of the commission said 
After cross examining the witnesses, Justice A.M Mir chairperson SHRC while taking serious note of the incident sought reports from IGP and the Commanding officer of 3 RR respectively. 
“Notice has also been sent to Defence Secretary to look into the matter and take appropriate action under law against the persons who are reported 

to have functioned beyond the purview of law”, Justice Mir said in the statement. 
 
“Army personnel of 3 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) along with SHO Aishmuqam Ilyas Beigh and some SOG men took away the complainant’s colour TV along with its accessories. The items were placed in a Maruti Car JKE 9597 owned by the complainant,” the statement read. 

The statement further said the complainant had also approached the Minister for Home and got his 

application endorsed for redressal of his grievance, however, “ neither the TV set nor the car has been returned to him”,  
“ It is alleged that the TV set lies in Aishmuqam police station and is being used by local police. The van, however, lies in the Army camp”, the statement said. 

GOVT TURNS DEAF EAR TO OUR RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATIONS: SHRC
1551 complaints of rights abuses in Mufti rule
Srinagar Aug 21: The State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) says it can’t do anything if government doesn’t work upon its recommendations. The commission has ample reasons to say so. Of the 3127 cases of rights abuses it received since 1998 when it was set up, a very few have been honored. Interestingly, during the Mufti led coalition, no recommendation of the commission has been implemented, SHRC says. 

With complaints of harassment, killings, rapes and custodial disappearance pouring in from across the State, SHRC that claims to be an autonomous body for the protection of human rights has been rendered as a body whose only work is to issue recommendations. 
During the three year rule of Mufti Muhammad Sayeed, SHRC received 1551 complaints of human rights abuses, which are the highest since its inception. 
A total of 3127 cases of rights abuses have been received by SHRC since its inception in 1998. Out of these, the commission after investigation disposed 1191 cases with recommendations to the Government for providing relief. However, the SHRC officials said, the commission has not received any report by government informing them about the action taken on recommendations. 
SHRC says its recommendations for appointment under SRO 43 and ex gratia relief of the SHRC in the complaints of human rights violations have not been adhered to particularly, during the rule of Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) -led coalition Government. 
“ What can we do when our recommendations are not being adhered to? Since 2003, when I took over SHRC, not a single complainant recommended for relief and appointment under SRO 43 has been given justice,” Justice A. M Mir, chairman SHRC told Greater Kashmir. 
Justice Mir said, “Government security agencies re-investigate the human rights abuse cases recommended for compensation thus eroding our credibility and making the commission a defunct organization.” 

PDP coalition on denial spree, Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)- led coalition had to face an embarrassment amidst claims of having minimized human rights violations last year, when a report of SHRC revealed that highest number of human rights violation, that is 672, occurred from April 2003 to June 2004. 

Reacting to the report then, Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad Sayeed while giving a clean chit to the troops and police said, without giving a second look to statistics, “ You see your self, there is security of. People are moving around and there is no harassment.” However, the chief minister this year contradicted his own statement. Last year he said there was ‘no harassment’ but this year while highlighting the achievements of his government said, “in order to maintain the momentum of ongoing peace process, the human rights violation have been curbed and there is remarkable decline in violence compared to last year.” 
Congress, the major coalition partner, its allies and the opposition National Conference (NC) have been expressing resentment over the increase in the human rights violations and accused Mufti Sayeed, “ patronizing the forces by granting higher posts to tainted officers.” 
Though, the actual figures of violation at the hands of troops is higher than recorded by SHRC, its statistics assume much significance owing to its being a looked upon as a government controlled body-in respect of lack of investigation agency, staff and exertion of subtle pressures to restrict its functioning 
Sources said the Government reprimanded the commission for ‘ leaking the report’ and curbed its budget. Succumbing to the pressure, the SHRC published the annual report of 2003-04 without its permanent feature “ Number and Nature of Cases.” 
Recommendations are not implemented 
The government is not adhering to the recommendations of the SHRC thus delaying the justice to the complainants. 
SHRC says “This commission is disappointed to place on its record, its anguish for the attempt to brush aside its recommendations in the cases of rights abuses. Not a single person has been provided with a compassionate appointment under SRO-43 on our recommendation during Mufti Sayeed’s rule. We don’t receive action taken reports on our recommendations. Till date we have only received adverse reports in 28 cases.

”Evidence: Case no 2002/323. 
Moulvi Ali Muhammad stated in his complaint the troops arrested his son Altaf Ahmad Shah from Shivpora on February 18, 2002 and allegedly killed him in a fake encounter. After investigating the case by cross examining the witnesses and police reports, SHRC on October 10, 2003 recommended to Government to pay an ex-gratia relief of 3 lakh rupees and provide employment under SRO 43 to one of the eligible members of the bereaved family. 
The Additional Deputy Commissioner Srinagar forwarded the case to Director General of Police for information with regard to his issuing certificate of involvement / non-involvement in militancy related incidents. 

The ADG rejected the recommendation of the commission by filing an adverse report. 
Consequences Government has been bypassing the recommendation of stringent punishment against the accused Army and Police personnel against whom the commission after investigation found the charges of Human rights violation true. 
Evidence: In 2003, acting on the complaints of harassment by the inhabitants of Utrusoo Village in Islamabad against the Police personnel of the Utrusoo Police Station, the SHRC has asked Government to monitor the “criminal activities of the accused policemen. In 2004, the same cops allegedly killed four persons in the Village. 
About the killings, the SHRC noted that “ the lives of the innocent villagers could have been saved if the Government had adhered to our recommendations. There are hundreds of cases of similar nature, other than the ex-gratia cases where the Government failed to adhere to our recommendations to give immediate sense of security to the affected people. ” 
“ This is not correct. We have given relief to many persons on SHRC’s recommendation,” the law secretary said. 
 
‘Denied Investigation agency’ In contravention to the Jammu and Kashmir Protection of Human Rights Act 1997, the PDP led coalition Government has not provided the SHRC with an autonomous investigation agency to be headed by a separate IGP. 
SS Oberoi, the last IGP was transferred from the commission in 2002 and ever since the commission is without an investigation agency making it difficult for the commission to function. 
“ Yes, we don’t have any separate investigation agency headed by an IGP. The commission has time and again written to the government about the matter. It does no good to our credibility as we have to get the cases investigated from the police officers against whom the allegation of human rights violations have been made. It makes the position of the SHRC ridiculous and violating the cardinal principles of natural justice that nobody can be judge for his own cause, ” Justice Mir said. 
Without knowing how SHRC investigates cases, the law secretary to the state government counters, “ Then how are they investigating the cases, I will have to look into the matter.” 
Denial of more powers: Deemed as a civil court SHRC has the power to review the safeguard provided by the constitution under any law for the time being in force for the protection of human rights and recommend measures for their effective implementation. The commission was promised more powers by the Government last year but it has not been provided additional powers. 
SHRC says: “We had asked for more powers, unfortunately the our basic powers have been snatched. Law department deputes and transfers officials in the SHRC without consulting us. This makes the commission defunct.” 
The Law secretary said, “the matter is under consideration.” 
DCs. judge SHRC recommendations: Justice Mir 
The Deputy Commissioners of Kashmir, have been initiating fresh probes on its (SHRC’s) recommendations in the cases of human rights violations. 
SHRC says: “ The functioning of the commission becomes redundant and the recommendation are observed in breach. The tendency of diluting the SHRC’s position, which if allowed will terribly tell upon the reputation of the state. Cases can be quoted where the officers have blatantly contradicted the findings of the commission. This is done usually by the DCs. We had asked the Government to issue a circular to the DCs not to sit in the judgment against the findings of the commission, however, the request seems to have met deaf ears.” 
Evidence: In the case of Imtiaz Ahmad Sofi son of Bashir Ahmad Sofi of Pantha Chowk who was permanently rendered disable in a mine blast in Pantha Chowk 2002, the commission after inquiry and scrutiny of medical reports recommended an ex-gratia of RS 75,000. However, the DC Srinagar initiated a fresh probe into the matter thus delaying the relief to Imtiaz and “ bypassing the judgment of the commission.” 


Major HR violation complaints received by SHRC during Mufti’s rule: 

	CASES 
	NO OF COMPLAINTS 

	Rapes 
	7

	Harassment 
	196

	Custodial Killings
	63

	Disappearances 
	210

	Murder 
	35

	Killing of Innocents 
	9

	Death enquiry 
	12

	Death Compensation 
	26


SHRC NOTICE “ONE-SIDED”: ARMY

Srinagar, August 6: The Defence spokesman has described State Human Rights Commission’s (SHRC’s) notice to the Defence secretary as “one-sided and deplorable”. The SHRC has taken serious note of the unauthorized seizure of property by the army and Special Operation Group (SOG) of police.

The SHRC notice read, “Mohammad Ramzan Hajam son of Abdul Aziz Hajam of Aynoo Brai tehsil Pahalgam district Anantnag approached this commission with a written compliant that on June 1, 2005, army personnel of 3 RR along with SHO Aishmuqam Iliyas Beigh and some SOG personnel barged into his house and took away his LG colour TV along with its accessories from his house. These items were placed in Maruti Van bearing number registration No. 9597 JKE owned by the complainant, which was parked in his compound at that time. It is alleged these items were promised to be returned after some days. The complainant seems to have approached the Minister for Home in this behalf and got his application endorsed for redressal of his grievances. Till date, neither the television set nor the Maruti Van has been returned to him. It is alleged that the TV set lies in Aishmuqum police station and is being used by the local police there. The Van, however, lies in the Army camps. The commission has taken a serious note of this type of allegation and sought information from the Inspector General of Police Kashmir Zone and Commanding Officer of 3 RR. Notice have been also issued to Defence Secretary, Government of India and Director General of Police Jammu and Kashmir state who have been directed to look into the matter and take appropriate action under law against the person who are reported to have functioned beyond the purview of law”.

However, the Defence spokesman day after the publication of the SHRC statement has described it as “one sided and deplorable”.

In a statement to the local press the Defence spokesman said, “facts of the case are, on June 5, during a search operation an unclaimed Maruti Van was noticed. The Van had some mechanical problems due to which it could not move under its own propulsion. During further search of the area, one terrorist Nasir Koka of Hizbul Mujahideen was killed. This led to suspicion that the Maruti Van could be used for a car bomb in the near future”. 

The Defence spokesman further adds, “accordingly the SHO was informed and vehicle impounded. The relatives of the killed terrorist later claimed that the car was owned by them. However, they had no documents to substantiate their claim. 

Subsequently, one Mir Mohammad Ramzan Hajam sent a word that car belonged to him. He was asked to bring documents to prove his claim but has failed to do so till now”.  

STUDENTS DISAPPEARS MYSTERIOUSLY

On October 1, 2001, eighteen-year-old Mukhteyar Ahmad son of Peer Saif-ud-Din Naqsbandi r/o Bamrood, Kachama Tehsil Kulgam district Anantnag and Naseer Ahmad Thakur s/o Bashir Ahmad Thakur of Paderpora tehsil Kulgam district Pulwama disappeared en route when on their way to Amar Singh college, Srinagar.

Talking to the Informative Missive Ghulam Nabi Naqsbandi, Mukhteyar’s grandfather “Mukhteyar in order to pursue his education was putting up at his paternal aunt’s house in Gulshan Nagar, Nowgam since his residential village is remote and he can’t reach the college in time. In the last week of August 2001, he returned back to his home to stay for few days. Least we know it was his last stay at his home. 

On 1 October 2001, he left home along with his friend Naseer for Amar Singh College, Srinagar. On reaching Khanabal both friends disembarked from the bus and since then nothing has been known about their whereabouts. Earlier we thought he might have gone to see some of his relatives or friends but when days passed we become apprehensive, as the situation is hostile in the valley. We started searching him wherever we thought he might have gone and even we met his classmates but to no avail. Perturbed, we approached police station Kulgam and filed FIR there but police too seemed helpless in ascertaining his whereabouts. 

Fearing trouble we kept silent for long. After one-and-half-month of his disappearance one of our relatives working in police informed us that he found his college identity card in a police vehicle belongs to Sher Gadi Police station. Thereafter, we tried to meet the officials but all futile and we are still in wait for his return”.  

NEW DELHI PUMPING MONEY TO HOUSE TROOPS

Srinagar, Aug 29: The Central government has been pumping money for construction of alternate accommodation for troops and paramilitary troopers who have been occupying government schools, buildings, private land houses and hotels. New Delhi’s generosity and the State government’s willingness about the construction spree indicate that reduction of troops from civilian areas is a distant possibility for now. 

The State government has submitted Rs 200 crore proposal 
to New Delhi for alternate arrangement to the troops who have occupied hotels, school, college and residential buildings in the different parts of the state. In the past five years, the government of India under Security Related Expenditure (SRE), has provided the state government Rs 150 crores for alternate accommodation and modernization of living infrastructure of the forces. While New Delhi gives money, the state government provides the land. 

“Yes, the proposal has been submitted to the Government of India and this year Rs 13 crore have been spent on the alternate accommodation,” said Minister of State for Home Abdul Rahman Veeri, who described alternate accommodation as priority of the coalition government. 
He said, “troops will be vacated from the guest house of Kashmir University, DIET Islamabad, and from hotels and other places and from and around Dal Lake,” the Minister said. 
Sources said, a commando training school for Jammu and Kashmir police would be established in Awantipora. The state government has identified 500 kanals and central government has earmarked Rs 80 crores for it. The school will be first of its kind in North India. 
Meanwhile, the new Police Control Room (PCR) having a stadium, communication headquarters, two battalion headquarters, and other facilities will be commissioned in next few months. The centre government has provided assistance of nearly 50 crore to the state government for the project. 

A high-class accommodation will be provided to the Gazetted Officers of police and Rs 7 crore has been provided by the Centre store and GO flats. 
The CID headquarters will come up in 2006-07 near Sheri Kashmir Park with Rs 6 crore. 
Chief minister Mufti Muhammad Sayed had said that permanent structures would be built to accommodate the forces. The prime land of Amar Singh Club was given to CRPF for constructing residential quarters but the proposal drew flak from different quarters.

 

NEWS IN BRIEF

· LOLAB PROTESTS AGAINST HARASSMENT

Kupwara, Aug 18: Hundreds of people at Zangli Lolab on August 19 lodged protest asking army to stop checking and frisking of passengers.

Protesters who were mostly students and government employees said that the security forces were wasting their lot of time in checking and frisking. “ Even women are not spared and they are also asked to board down,” said a protester.

The students said everyday they reach college late as they were being subjected to intense harassment.

However, a police official described the checking and frisking necessary in given situation.

Senior Superintendent of police Sunil Dutt said the checking was due to the August 15. He said now situation was normal and people were not facing any difficulty.

· TROOPER COMMITS SUICIDE

Srinagar, Aug 16:  A trooper committed suicide on 15 August by shooting himself with his service rifle in Sonamarg.

According to KNS, the deceased has been identified as Lance Naik Bachninder Singh belt No. 3185419 posted in 61 RR camp.

· PEOPLE THRASHED 

Anantnag:  The inhabitants of Frisal Kulgam have accused the troops of severely thrashing the people without any reason on August 18.

A delegation from the area told the sources that the troops manhandled many persons without any provocation. They have urged the higher officials to take action in this regard. 

· TERRORISTS’ TURN OUT TO BE VDC MEN

New Delhi, Aug 20: On the basis of some photographs, UP police had speculated on the links of Kashmiri militants with militant cells in Western UP. It later turned out to be a hoax. 
Army officials said that the photographs showing men in the hilly backgrounds of J&K brandishing AK 47 assault rifles and wireless sets, were of members of the Village Defence Committee (VDC). 

VDCs comprise local people armed by army who fight militants in Jammu areas. 
The photographs seized from a studio of Muzaffarnagar district of Uttar Pradesh on Friday had created misunderstanding. 

The official said that the photographs were taken in Surankote area of Poonch district in Jammu and Kashmir in the first week of July when the VDC members had gone there for operational requirements. 

A junior commissioned officer (JCO) of the unit stopped them while taking the photographs and seized all the film rolls. Later he handed over the rolls to his unit commander Major Amit Aggarwal, who belongs to Saharanpur district of UP 
Aggarwal brought the rolls home when came on annual leave. He left them at his house. Later, Aggarwal’s sister sent them for development. 
“When she found the pictures in newspapers on Aug 20 morning, she along with her parents went to the local police and told them about the sequence of events,” the Army official said. 
The UP Police had on Friday sealed the studio and arrested its owner Pradeep Tyagi and his associate Amrish. They disclosed during interrogation that a woman delivered the film from Deoband. 
 
Many newspapers published photographs of seven to eight militants brandishing automatic weapons, describing them as “Terror Photo”. 

· TROOPS HARASSING PASSENGERS

Srinagar, August 24: The passengers traveling by buses from Baramulla to Srinagar have accused the troops of harassing them.

Many passengers while referring to an incident on August 22 told the sources” the troops stationed at Hamra on the Baramulla-Srinagar highway boarded the Jam-packed bus and directed the passengers sitting on their seats to leave space for them. Many of the passengers accompanying their sisters and wives were also asked to stand up.” The delegation further said that passengers who resisted troops’ directions were threatened by troops of dire consequences. “ The passengers later told their female companions also to vacate seats for the troops the delegation added.

· SHRC TAKES SUO MOTTO COGNIZANCE

Srinagar, Aug 30: The Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) chairperson Justice A M Mir has taken suo motto cognizance of the news “ police kills labourers in custody published in Greater Kashmir on 29 Aug.

 According to a SHRC communiqué, Justice Mir has directed the inspector general of police Jammu zone and Senior Superintendent of police of furnish a detailed factual report in the matter on or before October 17,2005.

· STUDENTS’ PROTEST AGAINST ATROCITIES

Sopore, Aug 2: Massive protests were held in Sopore in Baramulla district against the alleged beating of students by the troops after a grenade explosion on 1 Aug.

Hundreds of students of Government Degree College boycotted their classes and marched through the streets in the town. Shouting slogans against the troops, the students demanded action against the culpable responsible for beating their mates.

“Every now and then we are being beaten by the troops. We feel threatened by the presence of troops near our college gate demand their immediate shift”, the angry students said.

· FAMILY DENIES ARMY CLAIMS

Srinagar, Aug 2: Afaq Yousuf Dar’s family vehemently denied of having any links of their son with any militant organization operating in the valley. The troops claims are baseless and they have no grounds to arrest him except labeling him as a militant, alleged the arrestees family. 

Afaq Yousuf Dar was detained by troops after a chase from Rajbagh to Khanyar on Aug 1 and accused him of keeping affiliation to a militant outfit.

“ It is known to everyone that my son is not a militant,” Muhammad Yousuf Dar, father of Afaq said.  

He further said, “He is a student of M A Islamic Studies Kashmir University was going to the University when the incident happened. My son had left alone from home on his motorbike bearing registration No. JKO1H 6164. “We don’t know who was accompanying him on the bike”.

The family questioned the chasing tactics of troops saying why did the troops halted him at Khanyar, why not at any other place?

· ARMY RESTRICTS PEOPLES’ MOVEMENT IN TRAL

Srinagar, Aug 4:Army has restricted the movement of people in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district.

According to a local news agency KNS, the personnel of the local army unit have asked the people of Gamraj, Mongakhi, Khashipora, Achama, Khalial, Nagar Bal, Awari Gund, Brahi Hari and Chana Kahtar areas of Tral through public address systems not to come out of their houses after 8 pm.  The residents told KNS that they face inconvenience in emergencies. 

· GUNMEN INTRUDED SCHOOL EXCURSION BUS

August 7: The unknown gunmen forced a school excursion bus to halt near Arwani Bijbehara in South Kashmir and intruded in it injuring a student when faced resistance by inmates. 

According to reports, an excursion bus of Shopian’s Shah Hamdan School while returning from Kokernag, a well-known picnic resort of the valley was intercepted by a group of gunmen at Arwani Bijbehara and forced their entry in it. Facing stiff resistance from the teachers and students the gunmen opened fire injuring a student identified as Sheikh of Largam, Shopian. Sheikh was later hospitalized. 

Taking the advantage of darkness the gunmen fled the scene. It is worthwhile to mention here that this was the second direct attack on the students in the ongoing year. Earlier, a grenade was thrown upon Biscoe School students killing two women and injuring several students.      

· BLAST KILLS THREE

August 8: Three girls lost their lives when they fiddled with a lying explosive at Batalik sector in Kargil district. 

Reports said, the girls while playing in Batalik sector found an abandoned explosive, took it as a toy they start to fiddle with it. The explosive exploded killing all the three on the spot.

· SUSPECTED MILITANT HELD IN KHANYAR

Srinagar, Aug 1: The personnel of military intelligence Monday injured and detained a suspected militant while another managed escape at Khanyar Srinagar. 

 
According to KNS the personnel were chasing the men riding a motorcycle bearing No. JK01H-6164 from Rajbagh and asked them to stop at Khanyar. The suspected militants according to KNS lobbed a grenade on the personnel, which didn’t explode. The militants tried to escape from the site, but one of them was detained by the military personnel. The detained person has been identified as Afaq Ahmad Dar of Kursoo Rajbagh. Quoting witnesses, KNS added that the troops hammered the detained boy by a brick. 

According to a spokesman of Kilo Force, acting on information, troopers of Kilo Force identified as Constable Kishen Singh and a rifleman chased two militants who were on a motorcycle. After a long chase, the troopers overpowered them near Khanyar. One of the militants lobbed a grenade on the troopers, however it didn’t explode and the troopers held him. The other militant managed to escape from the spot. Troops claimed recovery of 3 grenades from the spot.

· 1100 TO 1400 MILITANTS ACTIVE IN SOUTH KASHMIR

 Anantnag, Aug 11:  DIG Sheikh Owais said between 1100 and 1400 militants were active in two district of South Kashmir. He said police has stepped up the drive against fake gunmen and many have been arrested in the past few years. 

· TROOPS USED CIVILIANS TO AVERT ATTACK ON THE CAMP

14 Aug: Relatives of the militants from village Kelanwam Bijbehara were told to come to the Bamber Pora camp by the army. They were detained there for 72 hours and told frankly that they were detained just to prevent the militants’ attack on the camp. They were handed over to the Bijbehara Police Station after 16th August. The names of the relatives are Habib-ul-lah Tantry, Ghulam Tantray, Ghulam Mohammad lone from Ashrawara village and Abdul Rashid Shah, Mohmad Ismail Dar from Kelanwam.  The relatives complained that they have been instructed to be present in the camp daily from 5pm to 8pm.

WOMEN/CHILDREN KILLED IN THE MONTH OF AUGUST IN VIOLENCE RELATED INCIDENTS

	Aug 3


	Unidentified armed men entered into the house of one Aisha Bi w/o Abdullah of Sanglow in Surankote area of Poonch district and shot her dead.

	Aug 4
	Police recovered the body of 11th standard student at Madopora Shopian. The deceased identified as Mehraj-ud-din Kuchay son of Ghulam Mohi-ud-din had been missing since July 28.

	Aug 5
	 Police recovered the body of a six-year-old girl on Friday evening from Mehjoor Nagar area. The deceased was missing since July 31 when she was playing outside her home at Mehjoor Nagar. Reports said the body of Hami daughter of Ghulam Mohiddin was recovered from a drain in Mehjoor Nagar.

	Aug 8
	 A woman identified as Saira Begum wife of Jan Muhammad was killed in a blast in Doda district of Jammu, while a school going boy Saquib Nazir son of Nazir Ahmed was injured when unidentified gunmen fired upon a school bus in Anantnag district.

	Aug 9
	Three girls were killed at Batalik in Kargil district after an explosive devise they were examining went off killing all the three.

	Aug10
	A woman identified as Akhter d/o Manga Khan r/o Thanamandi, Poonch was killed by unidentified gunmen in Rajouri district of Jammu. 


	DATE 
	EJK/ CK
	WOMEN 
	CHILDREN 
	Reported disappearances 

	Aug 1
	1 CK
	
	
	-

	Aug3
	
	1
	-
	-

	Aug 4
	
	-
	1
	-

	Aug 5
	
	-
	1
	-

	Aug 8
	
	1
	-
	-

	Aug 9
	
	3
	-
	-

	Aug 10
	
	1
	-
	-

	Aug 28
	1 CK
	
	
	-

	Total
	2
	6
	2
	0


KILLINGS IN THE MONTH OF AUGUST 2005

	Date
	Soldiers
	Militants
	Civilians
	Others

	Aug 01
	-
	5
	-
	-

	Aug 02
	-
	2
	1 (woman)
	1 Dead body

	Aug 03
	2
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 04
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Aug 05
	-
	-
	2
	-

	Aug 06
	-
	5
	2
	-

	Aug 07
	-
	4
	2
	-

	Aug 08
	1
	-
	5 
	-

	Aug 09
	2
	1
	1
	-

	Aug 10
	1
	2
	1
	-

	Aug 11
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Aug 12
	1
	-
	-
	1 Dead body

	Aug 13
	4
	3
	3
	-

	Aug 14
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 15
	1
	1
	-
	-

	Aug 16
	-
	4
	1
	1 Informer of Army

	Aug 17
	2
	-
	1
	-

	Aug 18
	1
	2
	2
	-

	Aug 19
	2
	5
	-
	-

	Aug 20
	-
	3
	2
	-

	Aug 21
	1
	7
	3
	-

	Aug 22
	-
	4
	3
	-

	Aug 23
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 24
	1
	-
	-
	1 Army porter

	Aug 25
	-
	7
	1
	-

	Aug 26
	-
	-
	2
	-

	Aug 27
	-
	2
	-
	1 Headless body

	Aug 28
	1
	5
	2
	1 Dead body

	Aug29
	-
	5
	-
	-

	Aug30
	-
	2
	-
	-

	Aug 31
	-
	2
	-
	1 PDP Activist 

	Total 
	21
	71
	36
	7


CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS AUGUST 

	Aug1 
	5 militants were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug2
	2 LeT militants, 1 HM, 1 woman killed in different in different violence related incidents in the valley and 1 dead body was recovered from Achabal. 

	Aug3
	2 Army men were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug4
	1 civilian was killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug5
	1 civilian and 1 released militant was killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug6
	5 militants, 1 woman and 1 surrendered militant were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug7
	 4 militants including 1 LeT militant, 1 civilian and 1 mentally challenged people were killed in different violence related incidents in the JK.

	Aug8
	3 Girls, 1 Truck driver 1 Sub inspector of police and 1 surrender militant were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley. Meanwhile a dead body of farmer was recovered from Tral.

	Aug9
	2 Army men, 1 JeM militant 1 Shepherd were killed in different violence related incidents.

	Aug10
	2 HUJI militants and 1 civilian were killed in different violence related incidents in valley. Meanwhile dead body of SHO was recovered.

	Aug 11
	1 civilian was killed violence related incident  in the valley.

	Aug 12
	1 VDC shot dead while a dead body was recovered from Gund-wachna, Bandipora.

	Aug 13
	Two Village Defence Committee members, three civilians, three militants and two soldiers were killed in separate incidents of violence.  

	Aug14
	1 VDC member was killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug 15
	1 HM militant was killed in different violence related incidents in the valley. While Army man committed suicide.

	Aug 16
	4 militants, 1 civilian and an informer of Army were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug 17
	1 CRPF, 1 SPO and a schoolteacher were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug 18
	2 civilian including 1 boy 2 militants and a security guard were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug 19
	2 VDC member, 5 militant including 1 HM militant, 1 HUM militant, JeM were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug 20
	2 civilians and 3 militant were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug 21
	7 militants, 3 civilians were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley. While CRFP man committed suicide

	Aug 22
	4 militants including 2 JeM militants and 3 civilians were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug 23
	  1BSF man injured in an encounter. 

	Aug 24
	1 SHO and 1 army porter were injured in violence related incident in the valley

	Aug 25
	7 militants including 4 HM militants and a civilian were killed in violence related incidents.

	Aug 26
	2 civilians were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug 27
	2 LeT militants were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley. Meanwhile headless body was recovered Doda.

	Aug 28
	5 militants including 4 infiltrators, 1 soldier and 2 civilians including 1 in custody were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley. Mean while a dead body was recovered Nagbal, Shopian.

	Aug 29
	5 militants including 1 HM militant, 1 HUM militant were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug 30
	 2 LeT militants including 1HM militant were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.

	Aug 31
	2 militants and 1 PDP activists were killed in different violence related incidents in the valley.





It was disappointing journalists of the leading newspapers of the J and K despite being informed chosen not to come. So was the case with other Kashmiris.
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The dead body of Tej Ram was lying in the stream for hours as both troops and police had the apprehensions that militants might have tide some explosive material with his body to cause damage to the security forces. After examining to their stratification his body was removed form the stream by the forces, sources added.   








Afzal’s mother Aisha,68, is simplicity personified. She groues for words and meekly says, “it shouldn’t happen, they should happen, they should hand me instead if it does them any good.” Tears swell in her eyes when Ghalib Afzal, 6 , son of Afzal Guru, playfully lands in her lap. Tabassum Afzal recalled her meeting with Afzal on April 22. “Police had distressed and abused him very much; they would often mix filth in his food,” Tabassum’s forehead creases and face contorts with bitterness when she recalls the harassment, bullying, vulgarity, abuses and heckling by Shiv Sena goons and officials during Afzal’s detention and trial. “In one way I am proud given what is happening in Kashmir but seeing my child, his aging grand mother, impending darkness of my future, I would ask Indian president to review the sentence,” Tabassum says. I feel helpless I do not believe in Indian Judiciary system other wise this thing won’t have happened.
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POLICE KILLS LABOURER IN CUSTODY





Doda, Aug 29: Twenty year old labourer was allegedly murdered in custody by police at police station Doda.


Sources said that police on 26 Aug arrested Mustaq Ahmed, 20 son of Ghulam Qadir of Bobor village on charges of theft. However, on 28 Aug they informed his family that he “ slit his abdomen” in detention and “ while they were taking him to Jammu Medical College for treatment he succumbed to injuries on way”.


However, the family accuses the police of custodial murder. The family was married last year and was an innocent laborer.
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