Dear Henry, there is a hole in the bucket

Unlike the past this time the government of India promised to hold free and fair election in the J&K. “Free and fair elections” was the only slogan, which Indian leaders were chanting before everyone. The commitment of holding “free and fair elections” in the J&K state was made before the international community and also people of the J&K were assured of the same. With the exception of 1977, elections in the J&K have been rigged and manipulated. This willful denial of the political rights to the people of the J&K is cited as one of the major contributory factor of the present militancy, by keen Kashmir watchers.

Going by the commitments made by the Indian leaders on the various international forums, people were expecting transparency of highest order. But, denial of permission to the international observers by the GoI to monitor the elections was enough to fathom the direction of the future course of action. Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) of India when asked about whether he is going to allow foreign observers to monitor the elections went on record as saying “days are gone when we need the certificate from the white man regarding what natives are doing”. CEC was giving response to General Powell’s statement, who ironically in non-white.

 Monitoring of the contention election in other countries has become a trend internationally. However, by denying the permission to foreign observers and by spitting venom against “the white man” GoI defied the positive international trend and provided other players opportunity to play tricks. Despite assurances and commitments of the free and fair elections, the GOI could not stop political players in the J&K in playing dirty games in the name of politics. Bribers were given; non-entities were persuaded to participate in the election so to give impression of cross section involvement.  Above all security forces were used to force people to prepare electoral identity card. And during the election time, heavy deployment of security forces again raised  questions like whether in the presence of a huge number of army laced with special  powers, elections can be held free and fair?.

In these circumstances, it was necessary for the intellectual section of the society to come forward and keep watch over the election process. A courageous step was taken by JK Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS), who along with a group of an Indian Civil Society (ISK) decided to monitor the election. It was first time that JKCCS has taken the decision to monitor the elections as it deemed it necessary see the veracity of commitments which GoI had made to people of the J&K and to the international community. 

Large number of Civil Society section of the India, though having sympathy with the people of J&K, choose not to become part of this exercise as they think by keeping  a ‘reasonable’ distance they can keep all sides in a good humor. Their position is aptly described by great Russian writer Leo Tolstoy in one of his classics, as “a man sits on the another man’s back, choking him and making him carry and yet assures himself and others that he is very sorry for him and wish to lighten his load by all possible means, except getting off from his back”. However, there is a section amongst the Indian Civil Society, who has realistic position on the Kashmir issue and they choose to participate in the monitoring rather than “sitting on the back of the people of Kashmir”.

Later, in their reports the observers of the Coalition of Civil Society vividly mentioned the role of the security forces in these elections. The apprehension regarding the large number of troops proved correct as there were complains of coercion and at many places observers themselves saw people being dragged to the polling stations by the security forces.

One of the sad aspects of these elections was that Delhi based diplomats of Europe and USA, who relayed on official connivances only and consequently they were taken to those palaces where government wanted to take them. Despite this, except US-which described elections as positive- other diplomats, it is believed, have raised questions on elections, which they think were not free, fair and inclusive.

The government of India used every means to project its version of the story regarding the elections. Delhi based media organisations both electronic and print, barring some exceptions, were used by government to project the New Delhi’s cause and case, which obviously was to portray elections in the J&K as triumph of democracy and of the India. The whole tale depicts sorry states of affair of the functioning of the media in India, which becomes easy tool of misinformation when it comes to Kashmir. Though journalists and political commentators who spread misinformation during the elections, might be thinking it as great service to the mother India, but they should remember that keeping people away from truth is great disservice to the nation in the long run and has devastating consequences. With the elections almost over, the situation seems to be back to square one. Intoxicated by the rhetoric like “triumph of democracy and of the India” GoI refuses to listen sane voices of the independent observers, who have laid down stress for peaceful solution of the Kashmir dispute.  After election government of India does not know what to do next. It seems government of India is suffering from Car Dog Syndrome, in which dog chases a car without knowing what to do even when it catches up with it. What to do next, let the government give some thought to it and pave way for peaceful settlement of the Kashmir dispute. Other wise its every exercise in the Kashmir is like filling the bucket having a big hole, with water and every time you lift the bucket you find there is no water. Tiny torts often sing “there is a hole in the bucket, Dear Henry: Dear Henry”.  So dear Henry, don’t beat around the bush and address the core issue.
Peace Week Observed

The Peace Week was observed in the Netherlands at Hague from September 17, to September 27. Being organized every year by IKV, Inter Church Peace Council, a Netherlands based NGO, which is supported by the churches in the Netherlands. The IKV main thrust is to analyze the war and the peace. Besides this, IKV is works for promotion of peace, reconciliation and civic interaction.
The delegates from conflict areas including Kashmir, Northern Iraq, Palestine, etc. were invited to Peace Week. In an opening ceremony on Sep 17 at Nieuwe Kerk, Dutch Minister of Foreign affairs while speaking confined her speech to the Middle East crises and the Iraq. She, in her speech, laid stress on replacement of Iraq president Saddam Hussain. While as chairperson of IKV, during his speech, threw light on   the role of the civil societies working in the conflict areas and on support which they need from the European civil societies. 
 
After the speeches, there was an introduction and interaction with guest of the Peace Week. The first session was between the Israeli and the Palestini participants. There after, there was interaction between participants of the Kashmir and the Pakistan. On behalf of Pakistan Zia Neyazi, working for the Women empowerment in Pakistan placed her views in the conference regarding the Kashmir conflict. Questions were put to her after this session.  On this occasion Mr. Parvez Imroz, delegate from Kashmir and Mr. Assos, a Kurd and a journalist of Haulata newspaper being published in Northern Iraq were designated as “trouble makers”(dissidents) before the international community.  The civil society in Europe campaigns for the protection of the “dissidents” working in conflict zone for protecting peace and Human rights in their respective areas.

               Mr. Parvez Imroz on September 24 called on Dutch Minister of foreign affairs. In the meeting the human rights situation prevailing in the Kashmir was discussed.

 During the Peace Week, P.Imroz met officials of European Commission including Director General International Bureau of European Commission, Administrator, European Commission and External Relations Director General of European Commission. He also met officials of European council at Brussels. P. Imroz apprized them about the human rights situation in the Kashmir. The officials were also briefed about the election scenario which was monitored by the civil society of the Kashmir as well as European Union.

               Delegates, during the Peace week were invited by the different churches at Cadre and Care, Zeest. Members had interaction with Civil Society members of Europe. In the interaction it was felt that people have little knowledge about the Kashmir imbroglio and common perception is it that it is territorial   dispute between the India and the Pakistan. It was also observed people of Europe mostly youth are obsessed with post September 11 developments, which they believe can change whole political scenario of the world.

              The Dutch Indian group invited Mr Parvez Imroz at Zeist for a lecture about the Kashmir situation. The question answer session after the meeting gave impression that participants were keen to know about the possible solution of the Kashmir imbroglio which threaten the peace in the subcontinent.

The visit was a move to bid an alliance with EU civil society and to provide them factual information about the Kashmir. Even it was suggested that to give factual information regarding the Kashmir, Kashmir information bureau should be set up in Europe. 

The visit was successful as number of church groups committed to support civil society of the Kashmir for promoting democracy and peace for the resolving the Kashmir issue in a peaceful and non violent manner 

Baderwah Report

While observing the elections of IV phase the election observers’ team which included the PCHR interacted with the people of the area, to know about the human rights situation there. 

Doda is a highly mountainous region and an ideal place for the militants to operate, therefore, heavy presence of army is visible there. According to the people, nearly one hundred thousand military and Para military forces {Rastriya Rifles (RR), Central Reserve Police Forces (CRPF), JKLI, Border Security Forces (BSF} have been deployed in the second


 largest district of J&K after Leh, besides, 20,000 police personnel in addition to 2200 Village Defence Committees (VDC)  constituted. Theses VDC are in every Tehsil and every Tehsil has 31 Pathwar Halkas.  

The VDC mostly belong to the minority community and the recruitment is being made by the Superintendent of Police (SP) at the recommendation of the particularly political party. The VDC’s is supposed to provide protection to the villages against the militant attacks. Though, they are on the pay role but they are not the public servants. The VDC members have been converted in to SPO’s. The people complained against their malfunctioning, particularly the majority community alleged the extortions by the VDC and for settling the person’s scores with the people in the area than to protect the villagers. Even a report has been prepared by one SP who was posted at Doda sometime back. In his report, it is learned that the SP had reported the violations committed by the VDC members, instead of taking action against the VDC’s unlawful acts, the SP was transferred.

The two communities (Hindus & Muslims) have no social problems and are living with communal harmony. Both the communities are facing excesses from both the sides. However, at political level they have different positions. The people of Doda had participated partly willingly and partly by force in 1996 elections, one of the reasons for

 people to vote was that the civilian government will stop the human rights violations being committed in the area. But they stated that nothing was done by the up going government to curtail the excesses. People generally complaint that whenever, there is encounter between militants and security forces even if it is 8 to10 km away, they are facing the wrath of security forces. They fear from both the militants operating in the area and Indian security forces. 

Some people here said that even army is fed with all this. While quoting army officials people said that if an army personal is kept under every tree in Doda forest the militancy is not going to stop, it is a political issue and it should be resolved politically. 

In Bhaderwah town, people complaint there is an unofficial night curfew since 13th of April 1990 when there were peaceful demonstrations in support of the uprising in the Kashmir. After 6:00 pm shops remains close, while as the curfew restrictions has been lifted in Srinagar and other areas of the state, it continues in Bhaderwah on the plea by the administration that it will increase communal tension between the two communities. Both the communities (Muslims and Hindus) blame the extremist religious groups for communalizing the situation. Despite efforts of polarization both the communities have hitherto succeeded in maintaining harmony and have jointly protested whenever there have been killings or excesses by the security forces or militants. Sometime back, the rape and murder of one Janak Singh’s daughter by the security forces at Shai, Sorwala, 8 km from Doda, compelled both the communities to protest for three months. This atmosphere of bonhomie and camaraderie is not vulnerable despite of the fact that Muslim population in Doda, Bhaderwah and Kishtawar, want to be identified politically with the people of Kashmir and they want to align themselves with the decisions taken by the pro-movement leadership of Kashmir. Doda and Kishtawar are Muslim dominated areas, while as in Bhaderwah there is not much difference in the population ratio of the Muslim and the Hindu. 

Apparently, there seems to be no ill will or animosity between the two communities notwithstanding the political differences. In one gathering a member of the majority community when asked that the members of the minority community are voting and their reply was that it is their democratic right and we have to respect that. In fact, due to the conflict their safety and security, their social relations have further got strengthen. In addition, the problems confronted by the both the communities particularly in the rural areas have made them interdependent.  The basic problems, apart political ones are disempowerment, deprivation and lack of basic necessities like education, road, medicine etc,. Government of J&K state in particular has not done anything during these years to improve the lot people. They always cite conflict situation as excuse and thus refrain from giving basic infra structure to the people. 

Agony of a father 

During our visit to Shiva village, one old man guided the team to a house of a person identified as Ghulam Mohammad Khan who had only two sons and both were killed in the ongoing conflict. His younger son namely, Ashraf Khan, who was a militant and was killed by security forces in an encounter back in 1994  at Baderwah .His elder son namely Yousuf Khan who was a peon in Shiva High School was arrested and then  severely tortured. Later, he succumbed to injuries. 

 
At 5.30 on January 11, 1999, Yousuf Khan shortly after returning from Jammu was in his home busy in house hold chorus. Suddenly Indian Security troops of 25 RR forced their entry in his house and picked him up, in presence of his family members and the villagers. Next day of his arrest, the soldiers forced one villager to take Yousuf to Doda, as his condition was critical due to the torture inflicted on him. On seeing the condition of Yousuf villagers on Charpia (bed) took him to Baderwah but he succumbed to torture while he was on a way to a hospital. The postmortem was conducted on 13th of January at 4:30 pm and later on the body was collected by his relatives, though an FIR was lodged but no investigation has been conducted as army threatened the police. 

Yousuf Khan survives with six children namely, Ayesha (14), Naveed Khan (12), Rafiqa (10), Saqib (four months old when his father died), Manaza (6), and Shoib (4). Now the family comprises of grand father who is incapacitated, a widow and six minor children. 

Tragic families of the valley

Family deprived from sole bread earner

“Who will punish the killers?”

 Back in 1989, Abdul Aziz Sheikh of Gawkadal area of Maisuma took premature retirement from the government service. The decision was hard one but it was necessary, as premature retirement paved way for GP fund. And by the help of this GP fund, Aziz married his elder daughter. The story did not end here, as it seems. 

Being the father of four daughters and a son, Aziz worked hard to help his family to make two ends meet. With the passage of time age took toll on him, ill health, poor eyesight 


are his common complaints, but in this stage of falling health he had hope that was his son Bilal.

According to locals and relatives, Bilal from his early age was very much concerned about the financial problems of his family. This concern prompted him to work in his early teens so to ease burden of the family.

During the heydays of the militancy Indian para-military forces took him in custody for over six months on the charges of associating with militants. After coming out from jail Bilal concentrated on his work with much zeal and enthusiasm. Being the only earning hand in the family he was devoted to his work and his efforts improved economic condition of the family, and they were living happily.

But this happiness proved short-lived. On the evening September 11, Aziz, his wife Halima were inconsolable, when they heard that their only son has been killed by Border Security Forces (BSF) near his shop were his  working as a car mechanic  near Khayam Chowk. Shrill cries of sisters and neighbors of Bilal were enough to tell any one, what has befallen on 

them.

According to relatives and family members of Bilal, one Mohammad Ayoub of South Kashmir, who is working with Indian security forces, has left his vehicle on Bilal’s shop for repairing. After some days Ayoub came to the shop and asked for the vehicle and when Bilal and his associate Nazir Ahmad asked for the service charges, he refused to give them any. On this they had tiff with him. Following, the argument, family members said, Ayub returned with BSF men who dragged both Nazir and Bilal Ahmad a little away and shot them  dead. 

The incident evoked widespread condemnation in the area and people staged massive protest demonstration on September 12. Protesters fought pitched battles with police and troops to protest the cold blooded murder of two youth by the border security forces personnel of 127 battalion. Police on several places in uptown Srinagar resorted to baton charge and burst scores of tear smoke shells to chase way the protesters. The tear some and lathi charge did not make any headway for police and they also fired several rounds in the air to disperse the angry protesters. Apparently to pacify the angry protesters police assured them of proper inquiry. 

However, the family members accuse police of shielding the killers as they are not allowing them to lodge FIR. “Several times elders of this locality visited SHO and DSP of Maisuma police station to lodge the FIR, but they are using dillydallying tactics and have told them that on appropriate time they will be allowed to lodge FIR” says the sister of Bilal.

The family members wonder why police show extra-zeal regarding the lodging of FIR by BSF, while as despite being victims they are being denied of the justice. BSF, according family members, in its FIR has stated that on a tip off BSF went to the Khayam Chowk and there some unidentified gunmen fired on them and these two youth were trapped in subsequent cross fire. But the BSF version did not carry conviction with the family members and local people.

After the two days of the incident a BSF officer visited the home of the deceased and told his father “it was a mistake, a tragedy and I am sorry for it”. Family members say that he uttered these words before many people including separatist leader Shabir Ahmad Shah who has visited the home of bereaved family.

Today Aziz is bed ridden, suffering from blindness and is not hearing properly. The killing of Bilal has left the whole family shattered.   People visit their house; utter some words of condolence and leave. But no one seems to understand their pain. “Sir, we cannot do anything, we don’t have power, we are poor and are born to suffer” said Aziz, when he repeatedly asked by Informative Missive (IM) why they are not forcing police to lodge FIR. Killing of Bilal has crushed this septuagenarian and past worries has again engulfed him, but this time he is too weak to do any thing abreast of that he has lost his son too, his only son.

Aged mother, wife and three daughters

waiting for missing

The morning of March 3, 2000 was the last time when Zoona w/o Ghulam Mohammad of Phaal Daji Handwara, saw her son. On that fateful day as usual she went up to the door to see him off as he was leaving for the work for the day. At the door, like every mother of Kashmir, she asked him whether he has he taken his identity card or not, after hearing his answer in affirmative, she bade him bye. This was the last time when saw her son. 

Relating her traumatic experience in a meeting of APDP, which is held after every fortnight, Zoona stated that on that day her son Abdul Rashid Wani (25) as usual left for the work. However, he did not came back home in the evening we became panicky and asked his co-workers about him, their reply sent shivers down our spine as they told he was absent. After relating this she broke down and started crying.

Later recovering herself, she said “after that I never saw my son”. Relatives of the Rashid said he was working as daily wager in the water shed plant Handwara and was simple person having no political affiliations whatsoever. 

Rashid was married and has three children, all daughters. The elder one Umar Jan is hardly of seven years, while as Khalida is 4, and Shabnum 2. Shabnam was three months old when her father got disappeared. 

Before his disappearance on March 03, he was arrested twice three years back. After his first arrest he was released after two-days of intense torture. On second time in 1999 he was detained for 30 days. 

Abdul Rashid Wani was the only son of Zoona amongst 4 daughters out of whom two are married. Being the sole breed earner of the family, Rashid was only hope of them. 

With the disappearance of Rashid, family plunged in deep crises. They have visited every camp of the Indian security forces, approached any body, who happens to be some body in this border district of the Kashmir but of no avail. However, Zoona has firm belief that her son was arrested in Bazar, although nobody comes forward to state that he had seen   the arrest.

Abdul Rashid was not the only person who got disappeared on that day. Bashir Ahmad Malik s/o Aziz Malik of same village got disappeared on the same day. The relatives of both the missing persons made exhaustive efforts to know the whereabouts of both the missing youth. They went to forests, interrogation centers but their intense search could not bore any fruits.

 Bashir’s father, who was also in APDP meeting stated that his son had married in Chowkibal and in-laws of his son have relation in Pakistan Administrative Kashmir (PAK). They through their own channels contacted them but they were informed that they were not there.

“Please help us to trace out our beloved ones” implores Zona. 

Son got disappeared, husband died of shock

And sisters waiting for brothers knock

While marrying Sanaullah Mir, Sara was considering herself happiest woman of the earth. Indeed she had every thing to be happy about.  A nice husband, fields to work and after some years of marriage had children to care about. However, her happiness proved short leaving.

 Relating her agony in the APDP meeting-held after every fortnight- Sara, Bengali by birth, said that in March 1998 her 

son Hilal Ahmad Mir (14), who was working as laborer in nearby orchids, left home at 8 in the morning to spray medicine into his family garden. Quoting the people who were working in the nearby gardens, Sara said, Hilal was in the garden through out the day and was busy in spraying work. She said he has left the garden at about 5 pm, and after that he was never seen.

Sara and her husband searched every where, camps of Indian security forces, police stations, villages but their efforts could not avail any results so far. Though Sara, according to her, has filed an FIR but she has not filed any petition in the J&K High Court.

 The sudden and mysterious disappearance of the only son was too much for Sanaullah, unable to bear the shock he died last year, while longing for his son. Death of husband and disappearance of only son has crippled this once happy family. And Sara says, “I have two daughters Ruksana and Hameeda, and whenever they hear some one knocking on the door, they rush to open the door, perhaps thinking it is their brother, this is happening in my family from years on now”.
“I visited every jail but found you nowhere”

“Where are you my son, I will never send you again to maize field”

Ghulam Hassan Bhat of Wasikoolira Handwara did not know the date, when he sent his son to keep watch over the maize field, back in 1999. And how should he know, this illiterate, middle aged man since then forgot every thing devoid of his son, who got disappeared from his maize field. And he died last year while yearning to see the glimpse of


 his son again, but poor man could not. 

His son Abdul Rashid Bhat was then 19 only, when he went to keep watch on the field. Family member of Hassan said in APDP meeting-held after every fortnight-that in the evening when Rashid did not returned back, we were panicked and went to look for him. Some people adjacent to their field told us that Rashid was taken by the Indian armed soldiers, who were patrolling in the field.

On hearing this, Hassan along with the relative, next day visited every nearby army camp like 21 RR, 24 RR, 6 RR. But every army camp denied Rashid’s arrest. After exhausting himself from making rounds around army camp, Hassan went to various police stations to know about whereabouts of his son. But of no avail.   

In 2001, relative said that Hassan was told by some one that his son is lodged in Kot Bhalwal, Hira Nagar jail, he visited there, asked the inmates about his son but his hectic efforts did 

not bore any fruit.

One Ghulam Hassan Bhat stated that her son

Abdul Rashid Bhat, 19, r/o Wasikoolira, Handwara was keeping a watch on the maize field in 1999 got disappeared. Some people adjacent to his field later on informed Hassan Bhat that he was seem taken by the army. The family contacted army posted in an around their area like 21 RR, 6 RR, 24 RR who denied any arrest.

 
Tired and broken Hassan died last year. While when on death bed, relative said Hassan was asking for his son, “where are you my son, I will never send again to maize field” with these words he breathed his last. 

Doda Diary 

On September 05, At Wanda village of Batote, were Hindu’s are in majority, militants attacked CRPF patrolling party, in which two CRPF personnel were killed. On retaliation on civilian got killed. After the incident CRPF personnel let loose the terror in the area, and subjected to torture. 

On 21 September, villagers of Caskot Banhial were beaten up by the army official without any provocation. After the incident the villagers were indiscriminately beaten up by the security forces.

September 24, the killing of a shepherd and girl shocked villagers of Adwaal. According to available inputs identified as Manzoor Ahmad and a girl Keya were killed by dreaded STF, when they were bringing the sheep to Adyaarpore from Adwaal. The brutal killing of the duo sent shockwaves among the villagers.

However, some people give conflicting versions of the incident. They said they might be killed by militants. While others state that STF might have tried to assault the girl, which might be resisted by Manzoor. So, he was killed. After silencing Manzoor, they reportedly rapped the girl and later killed her too. 

26 September, in a gruesome incident an associate of the dreaded State Task Force (STF), reportedly killed a girl, whom he abducted few days back. According to available inputs Sanjay Kumar of Gundowal, who is associated with STF, abducted a young girl identified as Nahida. The abduction caused much angry among the relatives and they looked for her every where. However, some told them that Sanjay Kumar has abducted her and has kept her in his home. Seething with anger, hapless relatives somehow succeeded in recovering the girl.

The relatives were very apprehensive about her safety, and they kept her in neighbors home instead of bringing her to her own house. However, this precaution failed to save the girl, as she was killed by some unidentified masked gunmen, who stormed inside the house and fired several bullets on her. People of the area opine that on the behest of Sanjay these masked gunmen have killed the girl.

September 28th, when houses of people are burnt, when their women are assaulted, when their youth are picked up and brutally interrogated, what people should? Nothing, as it seems safety lies in keeping mum.

However, villagers of Behehota, Goha and Mangaote of Maramat area, whose houses burnt by the army a month back  decided to otherwise, when Indian army personnel cordoned of the area and beat them up people severely. 

They lodged the complaint before civilian administration obviously to seek justice. But it is reported when the district administration officials visited the area to enquire about the complaints lodged by the villagers, instead of writing to concerned army officer about the behavior of the army personnel, they persuaded them to go back to their villages and never try to lodge complain again. 

Journalist attacked

Wall Street Journal once described Kashmir as the most dangerous place on the earth for journalists.  The recent attacks on journalists are indeed proving the Kashmir most dangerous place of journalists.

On September 17, Editor of the vernacular Urdu daily “Srinagar Times”, Sofi Gulam Mohmmad skidded with minor bullet injury in an assassination bid. In the attempt his guard suffered three minor injuries.

The attempt on Sofi’s  life was third such attack in which journalists were targeted. Six months back some unknown gunmen entered in to the office of local English daily The Kashmir Images, and shot at Zafer Iqbal, associate editor of the paper. Zafer had narrow escape, though he was severely wounded. Three months after this incident one editor of local Urdu daily the State Reporter, was shot at when he was on his way to office. He too was critically wounded and now has recovered a bit.

The attacks though send shock waves among journalistic community here, but ironically they failed to show any concern. In the Kashmir valley, there is large presence of the local, Indian and international media, in spite of that they failed to highlight the issue.

One of the major reasons cited for this lukewarm response of the journalistic fraternity of the valley towards these attacks is volatile situation prevailing in the Kashmir. Most of the people here believe that some journalists are working for the different intelligence agencies. Consequently, when they are attacked or assaulted no body deems it necessary to take notice of it. 

Manjakote incident

Six army personnel were killed in an operation in Manjakote area of district Rajouri. Security force personnel launched a search operation in Khatramal forest area on September 17. The troops managed to make contact with a large group of militants leading to an encounter on the intervening night of September 17 and 18. The contact proved fatal for the army as militants fired indiscriminately and killed five army personnel. Officials reports confirmed the killing of five jawans and two civilians. Two militants also died in the attack.

He was killed because he had beard

Abdul Salam Dar, 32, had never thought that beard can become cause for his killing. This gentle and soft-spoken teacher was venerated by the people of his native Zasoo village for his excellent qualities.  Children used to rush to greet him and village elders were asking other young people to imitate him. Such was Salam’s persona.

 On the morning of September 20, Salam along with his niece said goodbye to his mother and other relatives and left for the school. While waiting for the bus at Tahab bus terminal, he saw force personnel of Border Security Force (BSF) approaching towards the terminal. Salam and his niece were not only two persons who were waiting for the Bus. There were scores of others, so there was no cause of worry.

But patrolling party of 9 Bn of BSF stopped near him. And a thick flowing beard became undoing for the hapless teacher. One of the BSF men asked Salam to raise his arms all the while he was checking his identity card. Meanwhile, another BSF man standing nearby, without any provocation, sprayed a volley of bullets into his chest, killing him on spot.

It was not only his niece, who was shell shocked by this brutal killing. Scores of other people, who were witness to this macabre incident, also found themselves shocked and speechless by this open show of terror. 

The incident sent shock waves among the people. The news about the killing of the teacher spread within hours throughout the area and people of all the surrounding villages of Zasoo descended upon the roads and lodged strong protest demonstration against the killing. 

Salam killing has shocked whole Zasoo village. But it is the niece who is suffering every day. The killing of her uncle before her eyes has created havoc in the life of a young girl. Her falling health is an indication that it will take him long to forget the killing and the killers.

Never argue with men in uniform.

Naseema Begum w/o head constable Wazir Husain r/o Gambir Muglian in Manjkote area of Rajouri district had minor argument with some force personnel of 38 Rastriya Rifles stationed at nearby the village. The soldiers, left the spot without doing any harm to Naseema.

On the morning of 26, when Naseema came out of her house to fetch water from nearby place, soldiers hiding nearby showered volley of bullets on her killing her on the spot.

Angered and shocked by the killing, some villagers followed the troops responsible for the killing, but, they managed to enter their safe heaven, the force camp. When the irate protesters asked the incharge of the camp to hand over the accused, he said no soldier went out of the camp.

Exasperated by the response of the camp in charge, the protesters took Naseema’s body to Manjkote and stage protest demanding arrest of accused soldiers. Initially, they asked police to file FIR. But, on seeing the reluctance of police, they blocked the road and refused to move from there until police file FIR. After the intervention of the DC Rajouri, police filed FIR against the accused soldiers and in charge commandant of 38 RR.

Though the slain was the wife of a police official the bulletin from police headquarters, issued on the evening on September 26, reported in the incident in two lines as “Today one lady namely Mst. Naseema Begum w/o head constable Wazir Husain r/o Gambir Mughlian died in the firing incident at Gambir Mughlian.”

“CRPF killed girl students inside school”

On September 21, Minister of the state for tourism Ms Sakina Itoo, survived an IED blast at Mirhama in Anatanag district, when Sakina was on its way from Damhal Hanjipora to Kulgam, passed from the area. It went off when a CRPF vehicle escorting Sakina passed over the IED. The vehicle suffered extensive damage leaving CRPF inspector Kishen Singh dead and five soldiers injured. 

           Soon after the incident, the CRPF men ran amuck and barged into a nearby high school and resorted to indiscriminate firing on the children, killing one girl student identified as Naza Akhtar and wounding to other student.

Three extra-judicial killings

Under section 32 of Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA) it is mandatory for the police to record the confessional statements of the accused before the court. On 06-09-2002, SDPO of Sader Police Station, Srinagar moved an application seeking compliance of section 32 of POTA of the case under FIR number 110/2002. Later, confessional statement of the four accused namely Tariq Mahmood s/o Khlaid Mahmood of Gujrat Pakistan, Hamid Noman s/o Mohammad Iqbal of Lahore Pakistan, Mohsin Sidiq s/o Mohammad Sidiq of Gujrat Pakistan and Shabir Ahmad Khan s/o Gulam Mohammad Khan of Bagiyass Srinagar  were recorded before the chief judicial magistrate Srinagar on an electronic device. 


Earlier on September 2, SP south Srinagar city Mr. Mukesh Singh IPS, had received a request from accused that they want to make a confessional statement before the court. On 6-9-2002 according to SP’s order, which was produced in the court, the officials were satisfied that the accused were voluntarily making confession and thereafter he recorded in camera statement of the four accused one by one. The police officer stated in its order that he was satisfied that the confession by the accused was voluntary, without any force and inducement and shall be submitted to the chief judicial magistrate within 24 hours as  stipulated under the relevant provisions of law. 

On 7-9-2002 the four accused made judicial confession before the chief judicial magistrate, Srinagar stating that they have been tortured and severely interrogated. Tariq Mahmood in his confessional statement stated though he was tortured but despite that he did not want to mention that before the court and if he does so he will be further tortured. Even SP has asked him to repeat the statement in court what he told the police, he said. In the court he pleaded that due torture he is feeling immense pain in one of his ribs and pleaded for medical assistance.

Hamid Noman in his confessional statement stated that he was tortured and  pleaded that he is feeling sever pain in the leg and pleaded for a medical assistance.

Mohsin Sidiq  stated that he was first severely tortured and then on a blank paper his signature was taken. He also complained that  he is feeling pain in his chest and added that he is a  TB 

patient and wants medical check up .

Shabir Ahmad Khan a Kashmiri while admitting he was severely tortured at SOG headquarters said he is not feeling well and asked for medical checkup. 

The court recorded their statement on 7-9-2002and directed the police to provide medical facility to them and IO was further directed that accused be again examined by a doctor and Hamid Noman be taken to specialist doctor and compliance report be submitted within a week. 

However, On 12th of September SOG handed over bullet ridden bodies of the three accused stating that they have been killed in an encounter in Beeru area of Budgam, further claiming that these three militants got killed when a police party escorting them to a hideout for effecting some recovery came under fire in Beeru, Budgam. 

The killing is widely believed to eliminate the three accused persons and this extra-judicial killing was widely condemned by the people of the valley.


	Date
	Extra Judicial Executions
	Alleged Disappearances
	Women

Killed
	Children

Killed

	Sep 1
	
	
	
	2

	Sep 11
	
	
	1
	

	Sep 12
	5
	
	
	

	Sep 15
	
	
	1
	2

	Sep 16
	
	2
	
	

	Sep 17
	
	
	
	2

	Sep 18
	2
	
	
	

	Sep 20
	1
	
	
	

	Sep 26
	
	
	1
	

	Sep 27
	
	
	1
	

	Sep 28
	2
	
	1
	

	Total
	7
	2
	5
	6


Killings in the month of September

	Date
	Soldiers
	Militants
	Civilians
	Counter Insurgents
	Political Activists

	Sep 1
	3 (1 SPO)
	3
	3
	
	

	Sep 2
	
	2
	2
	1
	2

	Sep 3
	1 Captain
	
	
	
	1

	Sep 4
	2
	
	2
	1
	1

	Sep 5
	1 SPO
	5
	2
	1
	1

	Sep 6
	2 (1 SPO)
	9
	5
	
	

	Sep 7
	2 (1 SPO)
	9
	2
	1
	5

	Sep 8
	1
	2
	2
	
	1

	Sep 9
	8
	5
	6
	
	

	Sep 10
	4
	11
	3
	
	1

	Sep 11
	14
	
	2
	
	2

	Sep 12
	5
	4
	2
	
	

	Sep 13
	
	3
	
	
	1

	Sep 14
	1
	
	
	
	1

	Sep 15
	3
	6
	6
	
	

	Sep 16
	1
	9
	2
	
	

	Sep 17
	1
	5
	2
	
	

	Sep 18
	1
	7
	9
	
	2

	Sep 19
	11
	7
	3
	
	1

	Sep 20
	1
	10
	4
	
	1

	Sep 21
	3 (1 Inspector)
	7
	9
	
	4

	Sep 22
	2 (1SPO)
	2
	2
	
	1

	Sep 23
	4
	10
	2
	
	

	Sep 24
	
	7
	6
	2
	2

	Sep 25
	6
	5
	2
	3
	

	Sep 26
	4
	6
	2
	1
	

	Sep 27
	2
	8
	3
	
	

	Sep 28
	2
	6
	3
	
	3

	Sep 29
	
	3
	2
	
	1

	Sep 30
	2 (1 Major)
	7
	1
	
	

	Total
	 87 (8 Officers)
	158
	89
	10
	31


CHRONOLOGY OF SEPTEMBER
Sep 1: Three militants, two Special Operation Group personnel including one SPO, a 

           soldier and three civilians including two children were killed in several violence 

           related incidents in the state. 

*      : The chief editor Nazir Ahmad of the Urdu daily ‘Subha Kashmir’ was arrested by 

           the joint posy of Central Reserve Police Force and Special Operation Group of 

           J&K police from his residence at Bemina. 

*     :  The Bureau Chief of India Express Muzamil Jaleel was beaten up by the cops and 

           later on he was hospitalized.

Sep 2: Two militants, two National Conference activists, one security forces informer 

            and two civilians were killed in several violence related incidents in the state. 

*       :  Seventeen persons including three CRPF personnel sustained injuries when 

             suspected militants hurled a grenade towards a CRPF post near a bus stand in 

             Kishtawar area of Doda district. 

Sep 3: An army Captain and a National Conference activist died in several violence 

            related incidents in the state. 

Sep 4: Two soldiers, a Congress activist, a surrendered militant and two civilians were 

            killed in several violence related incidents in the state. 

Sep 5: Five militants, a Special Police Officer, a National Conference activist, a police 

           informer and two civilians were killed in several violence related incidents in the state.         

Sep 6: Special Police Officer, a soldier, nine militants and five civilians were killed in 

           several violence related incidents in the state. 
*       : In a clash between National Conference and People’s Democratic Party activists 

           at Botwina in Ganderbal one of the activist of both the parties sustained injuries. 

Sep 7: Nine militants, a Special Police Officer, a policeman, a surrendered militant, a 

           Congress activist and two civilians were killed in several violence related incidents 

           in the state.

*      : An independent candidate and his three supports were allegedly killed by the militants 

           in two different places of the valley. 

Sep 8: Two militants, a cop, a national Conference activist and two civilians were killed 

            in several violence related incidents in the state. 

Sep 9: Three soldiers, three police constables, two Village Defence Committee members, 

            five militants and six civilians were killed in several violence related incidents in the 

            state. 

Sep 10: Eleven militants, four security men, a PDP activist and three civilians were 

             killed in several violence related incidents in the state

Sep 11: Eleven security forces personnel, one NC activist of woman wing, two children 

             and a militant were killed in several violence related incidents in the state.  

*         : Mushtaq Ahmad Lone the minister of State for Law and Parliamentary affairs and 

             the ruling National Conference candidate for Lolab and his three body guards 
             were gunned down by an unknown militant outfit Al-Arfeen. 

Sep 12: Five soldiers and four militants were killed in several violence related incidents 

             in the state.

*        : Two youth were allegedly murdered by the personnel of Border Security Forces 

             at Maisuma in Srinagar. 

Sep 13: Three militants and a National Conference activist killed in several violence 

             related incidents in the state

*         :The Election Commission of India in an extraordinary move has decided that the 

            local journalists of the valley are not allowed to cover the elections in the state.

Sep 14: A soldier and a National Conference activist were killed in several violence 

             related incidents in the state.

Sep 15: Six militants, three security forces personnel and six civilians were killed in 

             several violence related incidents in the state.

Sep 16: Nine militants, a police constable and two minor were killed in several violence 

             related incidents in the state. 

Sep 17: Five militants, a soldier and two civilians were killed in several violence related 

             incidents in the state.  

Sep 18: Seven militants, a soldier, two National Conference activists and seven civilians 

             were killed in several violence related incidents in the state.  

*        :  Two youth were killed allegedly in custody by soldiers at Kohleena, Kreeri, Pattan. 

Sep 19: Eleven soldiers, seven militants, a National Conference activist and three civilians 

             were killed in several violence related incidents in the state.  

Sep 20: Ten militants, a National Conference activist, a CRPF man and four civilians were 

             killed in several violence related incidents in the state. 

Sep 21: Seven militants, four political activists, a CRPF inspector, two police men, seven 

             civilians and two non-Kashmiris were killed in several violence related incidents in 

             the state. 

Sep 22: Two militants, a Special Police Officer, a soldier, two children and a National 

             Conference activist were killed in several violence related incidents in the state.  

Sep 23: Ten militants, four soldiers and two civilians were killed in several violence related 

             incidents in the state.  

Sep 24: Seven militants, two political activists, six civilians and two army helpers were killed 

             in several violence related incidents in the state.  

Sep 25: Six soldiers, five militants, three security forces informers and two civilians were 

             killed in several violence related incidents in the state. 

Sep 26: Four soldiers, six militants, two civilians and a surrendered militant were killed in 

             several violence related incidents in the state. 

Sep 27: Eight militants, two soldiers and three civilians were killed in several violence 

             related incidents in the state.

Sep 28: Six militants, two soldiers, three civilians, two political workers and a National 

             Conference activist were killed in several violence related incidents in the state.

Sep 29: Three militants, two civilians and a political activist were killed in several violence 
             related incidents in the state.   

Sep 30: Two soldiers including an army Major, seven militants and a civilian were killed 

             in several violence related incidents in the state. 

​​​​

	Legal Cell

PCHR has constituted a legal cell, which will be providing free legal assistance to the victims of human rights violations. Besides, PCHR will be filing Public interest petition before the Supreme Court of India and State High Court for enforcing the fundamental rights of the people.

For help contact: Legal Cell, PCHR, The Bund Amira Kadal, Srinagar Tel. No. 2456381
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Editorial 








The team while visiting the Shiva village, 9 km from Doda bridge, where the people from both the communities assembled and stated that 26 boys of the village were killed so far, out of which 15 were militants and 11 were innocent civilians. The people cited rampant unemployment in the rural areas as their main concern. The village has no road from Doda. Narrow paths in mountainous terrain are only access to the village. There is acute scarcity of water and this forces womenfolk of the village to walk over 1 ½ km up to a spring to fetch water. The people complaint also about the routine thrashing by the security forces for not joining the Special task Forces (STF), there has no VDC in the village. The total population of the village is 3200 with 70 % Muslims & 30 % Hindus. Both the communities are living in cordial atmosphere and are jointly bearing the burnt of hard times.   


	








The relatives and family members of the slain youth were furious over the media reports wherein it was stated that youth passed remarks on a girl and BSF gone to the spot following a compliant of eve-teasing and they were killed in the retaliatory fire in self-defense after some youth fired a pistol shot. “This is total mal-information” said the family members. “Newspapers should first investigate, then report” said a local shopkeeper.   


Ironically, when chief minister of the state was asked by the ace reporter of the NDTV about the incident he said, “Look this is democracy, people are protesting and we are allowing them to do so, does this happen in Pakistan”. Referring to CM statement, locals say in Pakistan they don’t kill people in cold blood and termed CM’s rhetoric as “gibberish and light talk”.  








Woeful tales in APDP meeting


In fortnightly meeting of APDP, parents of disappeared related their woeful tales











   Arrested on August 22


   Confessional statement made before SP on September 6, under section 32 of POTA


   Confessional statement made before chief judicial magistrate on September 7.


    Three accused were killed in fake encounter on September 12. 























Women-Children Killed


	


On 1st September, two minor daughters of a peon namely, Abdul Qayoom posted at DC Office, Poonch were allegedly shot dead by a group of unidentified gunmen at village Ganthal in Surankote area of district Doda. The deceased children were identified as Ruksar, 10, and Zareen Akthar, 12.


  


On 11th of September, a woman activist of ruling National Conference was shot dead allegedly by the militants inside her residence at Syed Qarim Mohalla. The deceased woman was identified as Mehra Begum wife of Abdul Qarim. 





 On 15th of September, a woman, her daughter and son died when they caught up in an encounter between militants and soldiers at Kothi Kalaban, Mendhar of Rajouri district. The deceased were identified as Khursheeda Begum wife of former militant, her daughter Shafina Begum and her son Mohsin. 





On 17th of September, a boy of 8 years old was died when unidentified person lobbed a hand grenade inside the house of a Sarpanch, Tirath Ram at Hassata village in Chasana area of Udhampur district. The deceased boy was identified as Vicky. 


* In another incident, a boy of 10 years old got killed in an explosive at Triagam near Banihal in Doda. The identification of deceased boy was established as Ghulam Nabi.  





On 22nd of September, three children were killed when they were fiddled with an explosive device lying on the field at Varmul which went off with a deafening sound causing on the spot death of two of them. The deceased boys were identified as Nisar Ahmad and Tariq Ahmad while the injured boy was rushed to Srinagar hospital where his condition was reportedly critical. 





On 24th of September, a woman identified as Layee Bee daughter of Fareed was allegedly shot dead by unidentified gunmen when she was on her way to Kathua along with her sheep and goats.   


	


On 26th of September, one associate of State Task Force (STF) of Gundowal, Doda reportedly first abducted and later killed a girl identified as Nahida.


 


On 27th of September, one Naseema Begum wife of head constable Wazir Hussain resident of Gambir Muglian in Manjkote area of Rajouri was allegedly killed by the troops of 38 Rastriya Rifles. 





On 28th of September, a woman and her husband were killed allegedly in a fake encounter by the troops at Mora Bichai in Surankote area of Poonch. The identification of deceased woman has been established as Shaheena Begum, 31.   
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