
Nothing New

The how and why of horrendous crimes committed by police which were disclosed by militant-turned-renegade-turned-politician, Javid Hussian Shah in a press conference could be shocking for a section of people. However, for the human rights defenders the revelations of Shah are only a tip of an iceberg. Shah is presently Member of Legislative Council (MLC) of the Jammu & Kashmir State Assembly. 

Several reasons are cited behind the revelations in press conference by Shah, in which he spilled beans about his mentors. Blackmailing might be one of the reasons. However, it should be borne in mind that Shah said nothing new. Whatever he narrated is being reiterated time and again by the human rights defenders. But this time it was from horse’s mouth. Probably it was first time in thirteen year long insurgency period that one was listening detailed information about the crimes committed by the ‘law enforcement’ agencies by one of their trusted disciples.   

After Chattisingpora carnage, the massacres that took place on different occasions in the state have strengthened the perception among the people in state that several state agencies in disguise are indulging in selective killings of politicians, members of minority community and other sections of the people for the political reasons. And, Javid Shah’s narrative has came in handy to lend the common perception in Kashmir a credence.  
Perception is that innumerable intelligence agencies are operating in Kashmir and they are always in a process to upstage each other and forward there own hidden agendas. In the conflict zone where truth becomes first casualty they carry executions, commit horrendous crimes and then put blame on their rivals. 

As long as the conflict continues in the State of Jammu and Kashmir there is no likelihood to ascertain the actual identity of the perpetrators responsible for the crimes against humanity, particularly the state functionaries. However, when the conflict would stop and truth commissions are setup to expose the guilty, then international community would come to know the actors who executed people in the name of encounters, cross-firings, and other such euphemistic jargon. Javid Hussian Shah is one example. There are scores of other state actors who in the name of law enforcement unleashed reign of terror and are presently enjoying the state patronage. And some ironically have become Legislators.

Howsoever dismal be the situation, the day is not far when criminals of humanity would be brought to justice. But to expose these marauders is an uphill task ahead for the human rights defenders and they have to work hard so that the future generations could be prevented from the scourge.

Following are the excerpts of the press conference of a pro-government militant turned politician Javid Ahmad Shah made on 17th November
Soon after the present government assumed charge, I was called by director general of police into his office and was told to order my Special Operation Officers, (SPO’s) to kill the people. The DIG assured me that if I comply with his order, my SPO’s will not be disarmed. However, I refused to be party to this game. As a result my 65 SPO’s were disengaged and disarmed. I am not the killer nor are my boys (SPO’s). But we are witness to every crime committed by men in


uniform. There are women SPO’s also who are still working with police but are practically doing nothing. Only my boys were disengaged as I refused to oblige the order of DGP and IGP. It is police which are committing heinous crimes but impression is being given that pro-government militants are responsible for every killing. We know each and every deed of police and I will reveal everything before the court shortly after returning back from Delhi. Tomorrow I am going to Jammu and from there I would move to New Delhi. In New Delhi I would meet former chief minister Dr Farooq Abdullah and the deputy prime minister L.K. Advani. 

All crimes, including fake encounters, attacks and smuggling are executed by the law enforcing agency called the J&K police. The assault on journalist Zafar Meraj was carried out by the police. I had already told Manzoor Anjum (Journalist) and Rashid Mashriq (Journalist) to caution Zafar about the possible attack by the police. The police carried out the blast inside the Srinagar office of BBC, which killed photojournalist, Mushtaq Ali, in 1995. Actually the target was BBC’s Srinagar correspondent Yousuf Jameel. After coming back from New Delhi I would divulge detailed information about the 

police crimes before the district magistrate. My life is in danger.

Why media describes me as militant- turned- politician. There are several journalists who were militants earlier. Why don’t you refer to them as militant- turned- journalist…

…A truck carrying toiletry articles worth rupees 60 lakh from Pantha Chowk was hijacked by three gunmen. The rumour spread it was hijacked by the renegades. When we investigated and subsequently recovered the truck from the possession of gunmen who had been engaged by the IG, Kashmir, K. Rajendran. We came to know the senior police officer had provided them guns and identity cards. The truck was unloaded at a place and abandoned later at some other spot. Its driver and cleaner had been blindfolded and set free next day.

Former housing and urban development Minister Mohi-ud-Deen Shah, who was acting chief minister, telephoned me from Delhi about the truck hijack. At that time his PRO and his son Ubaid were at his place. The truck was recovered from them and goods in their presence. The gunmen were arrested and later two of them were released by the police.

Police is killing people and we are blamed. Police arrested Mustafa, driver of Huriyat leader Maulvi Mohammad Abbas Ansari, from  Lal Chowk and then he was killed in a fake encounter. He was civilian but police labeled him as a district commander of Al-Badar. He was simply a smuggler and was in league with a police officer. And after a tiff with a police officer he was done to death in a fake encounter…

Owais Ahmad alias Bari was arrested by the police from Lal Chowk when he was traveling in an auto rickshaw and then from his pager message was given to Hafiz Sahib and Dr Nayeem and Amir. They were called to a particular place and then later killed in a fake encounter…

Niyaz Tota and Shakeel Kachroo were picked up from the Qamarwari and Shaheed Gunj respectively by the police and later killed in a fake encounter at Harwan…

APDP Press Conference

On November 25, the executive committee of Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) gave a press conference in a local hotel at Srinagar. During the press conference relatives of the disappeared persons were also present. The executive committee stated that since 1998, the APDP has been appealing the government for the appointment of the commission under the Commission of Inquiry Act to investigate all the cases of enforced and involuntary disappearances, which the Association claims are over 6000, since the outbreak of militancy back in 1989.  

But, the National Conference government had not responded. The Association is appealing to the new government, which has committed before and during elections to investigate into the disappearances particularly the PDP party, to fulfill its promises within two months time, failing which, the Association would resort to hunger strike. 

This hunger strike would be observed in 14 countries in support of the demand of the APDP. The hunger strike would be conducted by the relatives of the disappeared persons, human rights activists in Kashmir. The families of the disappeared persons from different countries i.e. Latin America and South Asian countries would also observe hunger strike in solidarity with APDP. In the press conference, the victims of enforced and involuntary disappearances gave vent to their frustration before the media people and assailed a lackadaisical approach of the administration towards their plight.

Disappearance
*
Mohammad Shaban Lone, 30, of central Kashmir district of Budgam, has been missing since October 11, 2002. According to family sources Shaban, a carpet weaver by occupation went to Srinagar to meet a trader and was supposed to return back within four hours but he never returned.

Relatives said, Mohammad Shaban had a meeting with his business partner Abdul Rashid, who resides in downtown area of Srinagar. The meeting lasted for half an hour. He was last seen at Wager bus station at 2:30 on October 11. Shakeela, wife of Mohammad Shaban searched for him in every army camp in the area. However, she was told that her husband is not in their custody. One army captain reportedly told her that he would be released soon as he is not militant. But his assurances proved hollow. 

Mohammad Shaban spotted beard and was arrested by the armed forces for same reason some seven months back. However, he was released then after seven days by the forces.

Plight of a half-widow

“How long can you remember a person, how long?” says Haleema, 29, half-widow of Bashir Ahmad Bhat, son of Ghulam Ahmad Bhat. Haleema, who was three months pregnant when her husband left home for his work on October 2, 1992, never to appear again.  No idealistic cliché, no emotional discharge but life-taught harsh realism resounds in every word that illiterate Haleema speaks. Still the smile of disdain and desperation betrays the words of their meanings. 


It was the harvest season when Bashir, 21, used to exhaust himself in the not-too-far fields to keep his hearth afire. Otherwise a carpet weaver, he had relished the married life for just a year when on October 2, 1992 he left for the fields as usual and didn't turn back in the evening. "When he didn't return as usual we went to the fields where he laboured and enquired about him. But his co-labourers told us he had not joined them that day", said Ali Mohammad Bhat, Bashir's uncle who had been his patron since his orphanage at the tender age of about three years.         


After that the family exhausted all their options, wandering from camp to camp enquiring from his acquaintances about his whereabouts but all in vain. “He disappeared altogether.” lamented wrinkle faced broken  Sakina,  70, Bashir's grandmother adding she had brought him up to shoulder her coffin one day. For more than a decade now the family has harboured a hope that perhaps someday he may return. I am waiting for him, said Sakina. 


The phenomenon of disappearances commensurated with the outbreak of militancy and has been rampant since then. This immoral, illegal and brutal practice of enforced and involuntary disappearances has etched out everlasting scars on the lives of the affected people. Zaffer Mehdi, 10 is the live example of the die-another-day for Haleema. He saw the light of the day in the spring of 1993, unaware and innocent of the fact that the preceding autumn had robbed him and his mother of everything they had their own. Zaffer, a red-cheeked shy lad is fond of his mother, says he loves her very much for she gives him a rupee everyday. Haleema, a bony-faced woman, spins Pashmina to lit-up the face of her only love and hope Zaffer with smiles unlimited. Now Zaffer is the anchor of her life. She also feels indebted to Ali Mohammad Bhat who happens to be his Poofa (uncle). "He has already big family including his handicapped elder son, to feed and look after", says she.


Though the family had informed some Chowkidar of police station, M. Jaffer Mallah but the FIR is yet to be lodged about the disappearance of Bashir." We informed the Chowkidar and he assured us that he would take care of the report to be lodged, himself" complains Ali.


Haleema a real stoic without knowing or hearing about stoicism has accepted the truth and look composed. But the poverty-ridden looks of the mud walled little house of Ali Mohammad accommodating already a large family of bachelors speaks volumes what she might have to undergo in the near future.

IED Incidents 

*
In a major strike after the new government took over in Jammu & Kashmir, militants on November 11, blew up a bus carrying the personnel of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) killing seven of them, including a sub inspector, and wounding six others near Banihal on Jammu-Srinagar highway.

Militants reportedly detonated an Improvised Explosive Device (EID) planted underneath a bus carrying CRPF personnel from Srinagar to Jammu at Hangnie near Ramsu, 13 km from Banihal. Three CRPF personnel died on the spot while five others succumbed to injuries in the hospital. The bus was blown off and extensively damaged.

*
A BSF sub inspector and a civilian were killed while seven others were seriously injured in an improvised explosive device (IED) explosion triggered by militants near Jamia Qadeem Bandipora, in South Kashmir district of Baramulla.
The explosion took place when a bomb disposal squad defusing an IED was detected by armed forces.

*
Suspected militants triggered a landmine blast blowing up a private bus carrying army personnel and their families killing 12 people-six army men, including an officer, three women, two children and a civilian driver of the vehicle.

According to available information on November 23, at Lower Munda on Jammu & Srinagar highway, the bus bearing registration No 4476 JK02 and truck bearing registration No 6697 JK02 hired by the army fell into deep gorge and were blown to pieces and limbs of the victims were strewn on the highway, following the triggering of IED . Thereafter, the injured persons were airlifted by the helicopters to Srinagar military hospital where the condition of some of them was stated to be serious.

CCS report questions credibility of JK polls

On December 30, 2002, Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) and New Delhi based Civil Society Initiatives (CSI) released “Independent Election Observers Team Report” (IEOTR) in a local hotel in Srinagar. The report has questioned the recently held state assembly elections terming them as flawed and unfair.

Earlier interim reports were released in phases by the IEOTR after the conclusion of each elections phase. JKCCS and CSI jointly deputed several teams to various places where elections were in progress. 

Contradicting the claim of government that the elections were free, fair and inclusive, the report, which was released by Gautam Navlakha of CSI, and President JKCCS, Parvez Imroz, General Secretary JKCCS, Mir Hafizullah and vice-president, Mr. Zaheer ud Din, said the elections were flawed both in conception as well as in execution. The report said, with the advantage of hindsight one can say that this fatally flawed exercise has offered an opportunity for the initiation of a political process, but this cannot legitimize the election process which was held under the regime of draconian laws and abrogated rights.  The report said that the overwhelming impression after the covering of election process is that people are deeply cynical of the electoral process. The electorate was convinced that the elections would change nothing, that it was pointless exercise and that whichever candidate they voted for, the result would favour “whoever Delhi wanted to install in J&K”, the report added. “And, yet, the rejection of elections by the majority of the electorate did not denote indifference; rather it reflected anger against injustice and oppression” the report said.

The report said in sharp contrast the boycott was voluntary. The report further said while a section of people participated in the elections claiming to move closer to their dream of freedom for Kashmir. A majority kept out of this “drama of elections”, as according to them the elections were in no way a solution to the issues that concerned them. The majority of those who participated as well as abstained claimed that the elections would not pave the way to bring permanent solutions to the Kashmir imbroglio.

The press conference was prominently covered by the local English and vernacular dailies, however, National Media made its position conspicuous by not covering it. 

Ragunath Temple Attack

Jammu, Nov 24: At least 12 people including four women and two security men were killed and about 50 were injured when heavily armed suspected militants stormed the historic Raguntah temple tonight, in winter capital of Jammu and Kashmir.  

According to official sources suspected militants entered the temple at around 7:00 p.m., lobbed 12 grenades and fired indiscriminately. Prior to this two suspected militants first struck at Shaheedi Chowk opposite the congress headquarters and later triggered a blast near a hotel in the market area. As the attention of armed forces stationed around Ragunath temple was diverted, a heavily armed suspected militant barged into the temple firing indiscriminately all the while. 

Immediately after the strike forces cordoned the temple and after near three hours of fierce gun battle one suspected militant holed up inside was shot dead ending the siege. 

Three Pro-Government militants sentenced to life

On November 9, three government sponsored gunmen were sentenced to life by the Pulwama session court for abducting and later burning to death a forester six years back.

Reports said, in January 1996, three Ikhwanis (Renegades) associated with Jobiara Awantipora Ikhwani camp, Abdul Rashid Rather alias Tiger of Jobiara along with his two associates, Bashir Ahmad Bhat R/O Booh Awantipora and Zahoor Ahmad Ahanager R/O Hari Tral abducted Gulam Ahmad Shah S/O Abdul Aziz Shah from his Boohu Awantipora residence.

The trio brought the forester to the Ikhwan camp and subjected him to third degree torture. The family of the hapless forester tried to win his freedom by approaching the camp situated adjacent to the army camp. Their efforts proved fruitless, for, it was the reign of Ikhwanis. They had silenced the voice of people with unprecedented terror and barbarity.

After a day of torture, the Ikhwanis wrapped polythene sheet around the body of forester, GM Shah and set him on fire. Going by traditional barbarity of those times, the Ikhwanis were celebrating the crime. The body of the forester was handed over to Awantipora police in a very critical condition. 

Massive protest was held by the people forcing the police to register a case (No 16/1996) on January 28, 1996, in police station Awantipora against the trio. Army intervention, however, prevented the arrest of three pro-government militants. However, when forester succumbed at hospital, police arrested the pro-government militants and started investigation against them under section 302 and 365. During the investigation, the trio confessed the crime and after six years of litigation they were sentenced to life imprisonment by session court in Pulwama.

Fake encounter of a youth along with two foreign militants

In yet another brutal act, the Special Operations Group (SOG) of state police killed a youth in a fake encounter along the two Pakistani nationals on the intervening night of September 12 and 13, family members said.

Narrating the tragic tale, father of the victim namely, Ghulam Ahmad Hakeem, 55, of Zaindar Mohalla, Srinagar said, “On August 23, more than 20 SOG men barged into my house and asked for my elder son namely, Mudasir”.    When they were told that he was out, the irate SOG personnel ransacked the house and later took my younger son Manzoor Hakeem, a 10th class student along with them, Ghulam Ahmad said. Why they were looking for my elder son still escapes my comprehension, because he had no affiliation with organization of any kind and was simply an auto-rickshaw driver, he added.

Later on, Ahmad said, Mudasir was arrested by the SOG personnel on September 7, from Batamaloo area. After which he several times approached the SOG camp CARGO and entreated before the officials for having a meet with his sons but was denied.

However, on September 16 Manzoor was released. And according to Manzoor his brother was in a cell adjacent to his and they used to talk to each other. He further said that there were three Pakistanis also in custody along with Mudasir and identified them as Dr Zamaan, Sadiq and Numan.

At the time of  the release of Manzoor, Ghulam Ahmad said that  while responding to his enquiries about Mudasir an ASI told him, “is ko  lay jov, warna is ko be doondtay reh jawwogay”- (take him otherwise you  will have to search for him also).

After the release of Manzoor, Ghulam Ahmad again approached the camp just to see his son. But shockingly he was even denied the arrest of Mudasir. After that, he said, he met Shabir Ahmad of Chattabal in Central jail, to know the whereabouts of his son as he came to know about his arrest along with Mudasir. “Shabir told me to meet some Numan in the court for the factual information about my son” he said.

“Finally on November 9, Hamid Numan, a Pakistani national, who was brought to the court, informed me that my son was killed by SOG men in Budgam on the intervening night of 12 and 13 September” Ahmed lamented. Subsequently, on November 10, Ghulam Ahmad along with his relatives and neighbourers went to the Ganai Mohalla, Budgam to ascertain the truth about the fate of his son. He displayed photo copies of his son before the villagers who had buried the slain militants. According to him the villagers instantly identified Mudasir as the boy buried along with two other men who had been killed by SOG on intervening night of 12 and 13 September in Budgam. Interestingly, SOG in the FIR NO: 262, dated 12-9-02 have stated that during the intervening night of 12 and 13 September two Pakistani nationals got  killed  in a fierce gun battle when the SOG party returning from the hide-out in Beerwah - Budgam came under fire from the militants. The two foreigners in their custody, reads the FIR, tried to escape but were killed in the cross firing. The FIR further reads that the dead body of an unidentified gunman was found lying there after the encounter that lasted for half an hour. The incident was received with shock throughout the valley but in the area from where Mudasir hails, people took to the streets and lodged strong protest against the alleged fake encounter. The family approached the Public Commission on Human Rights (PCHR) for legal assistance and filed a writ petition in the High Court of Jammu and Kashmir.

Two Brothers tortured

In North Kashmir district of Baramulla two brothers were allegedly tortured by pro-government militants as they tried to intervene in scuffle between bus conductor and renegades. 

According to reports, two armed renegades traveling in a bus from Bandipora to Malangam thrashed the conductor when he demanded fare from them.

The duo brothers identified as Aijaz Ahmad Sheikh and Ishfaq Ahmad Sheikh intervened. The renegades dragged them and subjected them to torture. The duo was rushed to hospital in a critical condition. The incident sparked massive protest in the area. The people were raising slogans against the army and renegades.

Release of JKLF Chairman

On November 11, 2002, JKLF Chairman Mohammad Yaseen Malik was released on parole after eight months of detention in various prisons under Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA) and Public Safety Act (PSA). After being flown in a Jet Airways flight he was taken to Joint Interrogation Centre in Srinagar, which came as a shock to his supporters who had rushed to the civil airport to receive him. But when Malik was released the family and his followers were again jubilant. Malik, it is recalled, was arrested on March 25, 2002, soon after the allegations made by the police that they had arrested a couple, Shameema Khan and Mushtaq Ahmed Dar and recovered from them one lack dollars which they had allegedly received from Altaf Ahmed Qadri, JKLF’s representative in Pakistan Administered Kashmir, in Nepal and were to be delivered to Malik in Srinagar. The JKLF Chairman described these charges as mere allegation having no bases at all. Malik said that the government was framing him as they fear that I would campaign against elections.  Later, designated court under POTA granted him bail in Jammu. However he was again re-arrested under PSA. During the eight month detention period Malik was allegedly denied any medical assistance.

	Date
	Extra Judicial Executions
	Women
	Children
	Disappearances

	Nov 1
	-
	1
	2
	-

	Nov 2
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 5
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 12
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 16
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 17
	-
	-
	-
	1

	Nov 18
	-
	-
	-
	1

	Nov 22
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 26
	-
	-
	5
	-

	Nov 30
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Total
	2
	4
	7
	2


Killings in the month of November

	Date
	Soldiers
	Militants
	Civilians
	Political activists
	Counter-insurgents

	Nov 1
	-
	-
	2
	1
	1

	Nov 2
	5 (2 SPO’s)
	12
	2
	1
	-

	Nov 3
	2
	10
	2
	-
	-

	Nov 4
	3
	5
	5
	-
	-

	Nov 5
	1
	5
	5
	-
	-

	Nov 6
	-
	4
	2
	-
	-

	Nov 7
	3(1 SPO)
	8
	2
	-
	-

	Nov 8
	2
	4
	-
	-
	2

	Nov 9
	1 SPO 
	4 (1 Surrendered)
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 10
	-
	3
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 11
	8 (1 officer)
	2
	1
	1
	-

	Nov 12
	2
	9
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 13
	1
	5
	2
	-
	-

	Nov 14
	-
	2
	4
	-
	-

	Nov 15
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 16
	-
	7
	4
	-
	-

	Nov 17
	-
	11
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 18
	-
	3
	1
	-
	1

	Nov 19
	2  officers
	13
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 20
	1 officer
	6
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 21
	1
	9
	2
	-
	1

	Nov 22
	7
	3
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 23
	10 (1 officer)
	2
	5
	-
	-

	Nov 24
	1
	2
	2
	-
	-

	Nov 25
	-
	3
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 26
	1
	3
	7
	-
	-

	Nov 27
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 28
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 29
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 30
	-
	7
	3
	-
	1

	Total
	51 (5 officers)
	142
	60
	3
	6


                                     Chronology of events November

Nov 1: Two civilians, a lady army informer and a National Conference worker were 

killed in different violence related incidents in the state.

Nov 2: Twelve militants, two SPO’s, a defeated Congress candidate, two army informers,  

             a police head constable and two civilians were killed in several bloodshed  

             incidents in the state.  

Nov 3: Ten militants, two soldiers and two civilians were killed in several violence  

             related incidents in the state.  

Nov 4: Five militants, two soldiers, a cop and five civilians were killed in several 

            violence related incidents in the state.

Nov 5: Soldier, five militants and five civilians were killed in various bloodshed 

             incidents in the state.  
Nov 6: Four militants and two civilians were killed in several violence related incidents 

             in the state. 
Nov 7: Eight militants, a soldier, a Special Police Officer, a Village Defence Committee 

            member and two civilians were killed in several violence related incidents in the 

            state.  

Nov 8: Four militants, two soldiers and two counter insurgents were killed in different 

            violence related incidents in the state. 
Nov 9:  Four militants, a Special Police Officer and a surrendered militant died in various 

              violence related in the state.    

Nov 10: Three militants and a civilian were killed in various militancy related incidents 

               in the state.

Nov 11: Eight soldiers including a CRPF Sub-Inspector, two militants National 

              Conference activist and a civilian were killed in several violence related 

               incidents in the state.
Nov 12: Nine militants two soldiers and a civilian were died in various militancy related 

               incidents in the state.
Nov 13: Five militants, a soldiers, a police wireless operator and two civilians were killed 

              in various militancy related incidents in the state.
Nov 14: Two militant and four civilians were killed in various militancy related 

              incidents in the state. 

Nov 15: No killing has taken place in the state.
Nov 16: Seven militants, a former militant and three civilian including a woman were 

               killed in various violence related incidents in the state. 

Nov 17: Eleven militants were killed in several violence related incidents in the state. 

Nov 18: Three militants, a civilians and a pro-government militant were killed in 

              different of violence related incidents in the state.

Nov 19: Thirteen militants, army Captain, a BSF Sub-Inspector and a civilian were killed 

               in various bloodshed incidents in the state.
Nov 20: Six militants, MLA’s brother and a police officer were killed in various violence 

               related incidents in the state.

Nov 21: Nine militants, a soldier, two civilians and security forces informer were killed 

               in various violence related incidents in the state.

Nov 22: Six CRPF men and two militants were killed in a suicidal attack at Regal Chowk 

               of Lal Chowk, Srinagar. Elsewhere in state a Border security forces man, a 

               militant and a civilians were killed in various militancy related incidents.

Nov 23: Seven army jawans, three women, two children and two cops were killed in an 

               IED explosion at Lower Munda in South Kashmir on the Jammu-Kashmir 

               national highway. Elsewhere in the state two militants and an SPO were killed 

                in various bloodshed incidents in the state.  

Nov 24: Nine civilians, CRPF personnel and two assailants were killed and more than 50 

              Sustained injuries in a shootout in Raghunath Temple at Jammu. 

Nov 25: Three militants and a civilian died in different violence related incidents in the 

               state.

Nov 26: Three militants, a soldier and seven civilians including five minors were killed 

               in several bloodshed incidents in the state. 
Nov 27: One civilian was killed in violence related incident in the state.
Nov 28: One civilian was killed in bloodshed incident in the state while as militants 

               allegedly launched a rocket on Radio Kashmir building at Srinagar no loss of 

                life or property was reported. 

Nov 29: One militant was killed while a civilian sustained injuries in several violence 

               related incidents in the state.

Nov 30: Seven militants, three civilians and an alleged security forces informer died in 

              various militancy related incidents in the state.  

	Legal Cell

PCHR has constituted a legal cell, which will be providing free legal assistance to the victims of human rights violations. Besides, PCHR will be filing Public interest petition before the Supreme Court of India and State High Court for enforcing the fundamental rights of the people.

For help contact: Legal Cell, PCHR, The Bund Amira Kadal, Srinagar Tel. No. 456381



	Informative Missive
For One year Subscription

                                                                        India                                                        Overseas
Individuals                                                    Rs. 100                                                       US $ 30

Institutions                                                    Rs. 500                                                       US $ 100


Women-Children killed





On 1st November, unidentified gunmen shot dead a lady namely, Henna daughter of Bashir Ahmad Bhat resident of Shangus, Acabal in Islamabad. According to reports she was working as an informer for security forces.


*	Two minor girls got killed on the spot when they fiddled with an unexploded artillery shell lying on the ground which went off with deafening sound. The deceased girls were identified as Maroofa (12) and Rifat (10).     


On 2nd of November, one Haneefa Begum daughter of Lal Din (Numberdar) resident of Mastandara, Surankote, Poonch was allegedly shot dead by unidentified gunmen inside her house.


On 5th November, a woman identified as Marian Khatoon daughter of Mohammad Sharief resident of Deta Dargloon was allegedly killed when she was hit by a Pakistani bullet along the border in Gursia.


On 16th of November, a woman identified as Samitri Devi wife of Mangat Ram resident of Namb, Rajouri died when she was working in her field. She received splinter when a Pakistani shell exploded in front of her. Thereafter, she was referred to the hospital where doctors declared her as dead. 


On 26th of November, three children were killed on the spot in Sontipora village of Baramulla when an explosive device went off accidentally. Reports revealed that some children while playing cricket saw a ball in the field and started fiddling with it and it exploded killing three children on the spot and injured one. The deceased were identified as Mushtaq Ahmad Ganie, 12, Firdous Ahmad Sheikh, 12, and Shabir Ahmad Sheikh, 10. 


*	Unidentified gunmen barged inside the house of one Abdul Khaliq Dar of Wuterhal village of Budgam and tried to abduct her daughter and when resisted by Abdul Khaliq they n opened fire and killed his daughter namely, Dilshada Akhtar on the spot.  


	Thereafter, the same group of gunmen forced their entry inside another house owned by one Ali Mohammad of the area which is neighboring the former and make same bid there which was resisted by the family after failing which the gunmen opened fire killing daughter of Ali Mohammad Dar.     








Editorial:








It is police which are committing heinous crimes but impression is being given that pro-government militants are responsible for every killing. We know each and 


every deed of police and I will reveal everything before the court shortly after returning back from Delhi.
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