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There are two million NGO’s in India out of the NGO’s registered in the FCRA are receiving 50,0000 Crore from Foreign foundations. The BJP govt. have cancelled the registration of 25,0000 FCRA registered NGO’s. The present BJP govt. has cancelled the registration of Green Peace as green peace have been critical against the policies of the govt. even one executive of the BJP govt. Human Rights violation in Gujarat have also faced brunt form the state. It has become already an issue before the Indian civil society and it has become increasingly difficult for the international funding foundations to support these groups. The FCRA has been replaced by FCMA and stringent provisions have been made for ensuring that the NGO’s are transparent and are not indulging in the activity which goes contrary to none of the Human rights org. have the FCRA few Org. working on Orphanage relief and rehabilitation which the going contrary to the policies of the govt. in the state of J&K 61 J&K based NGO’s are regd. under FCRA. According to a report out of 204.65 crs foreign contribution in 7 years period, 104.42 crs have been received by the Buddhist NGO’s in Ladakh having population of 1.47 Lakhs. None of the Human rights activists have regd. Under FCRA though the organization working on the Orphanage (1 lakh), widows (25000). Getting regd. under FCRA is unlikely for a human right group. Kashmir Yateem Trust had to file the petition    before the Supreme Court of Indian to get the registration. So without relying the support from the foreign contribution Kashmiri groups working on Human Rights have to carry on, to highlight the unabated human rights volition in Kashmir. Govt. does no need to ban the Human Rights  Organization once they deprive the Human Rights Organization from the resources they cannot continue with the work required for the organization like documentation, publications or holding meeting and seminars to conduct it. Human Rights activisms is a full time activity and without resources and man power carrying Human Rights is enormously difficult. Comparing the other conflict area where Human Rights Organization is supported externally. Kashmiri activists are managing to carry the gigantic task which is risky, cumbersome and frustrating. There are political moments and voluntary Organization highly committed in India who have been doing remarkable work on Human Rights and have refused for the political rights of the people foreign funding as the matter of Principle. It was these groups who have being visiting Kashmir from last 20 years and documented truth and have spoken truth about the Kashmir. 2005 and 2014 when earthquake and flood struck the valley and Indian and the international NGO’s were allowed to carry the relief and rehabilitation task which was otherwise the work of the govt. to do so. Providing relief natural calamities disaster was permitted but the man disaster by the state activists has been stringently controlled. The biggest challenge to the Human Rights Organizations working in Kashmir is hard to generate the resources that too when people are scared to contribute to the Human Right Organizations disempowered victims are poor and cannot contribute and when the Human Rights activist are on the radar of the police and the Organizations in India hesitate to work in Kashmir and international Organizations who have been allowed to work here are also lacking mandate to work. ICRC present in 60 countries having no problem of the resources is even now barred from visiting the jails to see the condition of detainees which was the mandate of the org even they are confined literally to their office raising big question what they are doing in Kashmir if they cannot operate. The big challenge is how to coup the resources and the only silver lining is to resurrect the pre NGO culture in Kashmir that is the voluntary networking of the committed people which is the silver lining and to generate limited resources for the activists. But the problem in Kashmir is due to unemployment which is the highest and is causing the frustration among youth are elude by the NGO sector and most of the NGO’s are promoting the policies of the govt. indirectly and govt. wants to build consistency of neutralizing the youth. But since the stake in Kashmir is very high and the new generation are conscience of the long term hazards so the roping in of the volunteer is seen realistic which we have seen through our own experience and it will evolve the strength from bottom and would be answer to the state. Voluntary initiative has a long history and Kashmir will not be an exception. The only challenge is how the young generation could be convinced that being a stake holder they are doing it for themselves and future generations and not for any organizations or for any project.   



Army detained two youth, one disappeared another tortured and thrown

The Informative Missive 	1	Septemer 2017

On August 31, two Kupwara youth detained by the 27 RR (army) in its camp Tirmukha in Lolab in north Kashmir’s Kupwara district. The youth were identified as Manzoor Ahmad Khan, 25, s/o Ghulam Qadir Khan and Nasrullah, 38, s/o Shariefullah Khan of Kakarpati, Dewar, Lolab, Kupwara. As the relatives of the arrestees mount pressure on the army, in the evening Nasrullah was released in morbid conditions, while the custody of Manzoor was vehemently denied. Manzoor twice entered the camp in front of his uncle and aunt for making entry in the army record book, an arbitrary norm set by the army for those who passes through its camp check post, and never came out. 
Last time Kupawara district was in news for triple disappearances in 2015. The 2015 disappearances has become a major issue and the riddle was yet to solve why the three men were disappeared by the army and now Manzoor was another disappeared from the district. 
Manzoor is a relative of serving minister in ruling coalition government.     [image: ]
Manzoor’s photo shared by his family 

The Informative Missive visited the house of Manzoor Ahmad to know the details of the case. The dejected parents of Manzoor were sitting silently apparently praying of their son’s wellbeing, as they see less chance of his survival. The parents hold strong premonitions that their son might have been died of military torture that is why his custody has been denied to conceal the crime.
 Manzoor’s father gave a detailed statement before The Informative Missive about how Manzoor disappeared. He also spoke about the background why army detained Manzoor and subsequently disappeared him in their custody.
The statement of sexagenarian Ghulam Qadir Khan goes:
On August 31, around 1 pm, Manzoor, a labourer, was accompanying his aunty, his father’s sister, and her husband Jalal-ud-din to her home at Chittibanday, Bandipora district.  There is a way from Lolab to Bandipora through the mountains and the people of Lolab takes this route only to Bandipora.  It is around 12 km distance and takes hours on foot. There is army camp of 27 RR on peak of the mountain in Lolab called Tirmukha. From the left side of the peak there is a way which leads to Bandipora and from the right to Sopore, Baramulla.   
When the trio reached the army camp at Tirmukha in Lolab. The camp is manned by 27 Rashtriya Rifles (RR). Army has set an uncanny norm that if someone has to pass through the camp he/she has to make entry before the camp. That day Manzoor took the identity cards of his uncle and aunt and entered into the camp to make the entries. After a while he came out and told his uncle and aunt that it will take him some more time as Major wants to talk to him. He entered again to the camp. As half-an-hour passes, Manzoor was not coming out, his uncle and aunt started worrying about his safety. Meanwhile, two brothers of Nasrullah Khan namely, Mohammad Sidiq Khan and Mohammad Shafi Khan also came to the camp. They were looking for their brother. 
When the brothers asked Manzoor’s uncle and aunt the reason for being outside the camp, Jalal-ud-din shared the whole story to them. The brothers told Jalal that they were looking for Nasrullah who had gone with his pony and cattle from his dhoka (shack) which is near the camp. Manzoor’s family also has a dhoka in the same location. Nasrullah was going to Tremokh forests to graze his cattle. He too had to pass through the same camp. At around noon only the pony returned to the dhoka not Nasrullah. The arrival of pony has triggered serious worries to the brothers and they went to ascertain the reason why Nasrullah didn’t return and how pony reached to the dhoka.
When the brothers heard the story of Jalal-ud-din they also entered the camp to check the entry of Nasrullah. They found the entry of Nasrullah at 12:10 pm. When the families asked about the duo they were shocked when army denied their custody. The families insisted to meet the army officer. Major Nishant is the name of the army officer.  They were told to wait as Major will come out after sometime. A little later the Major came out only to tell the waiting relatives that they (Manzoor and Nasrullah) were not in their camp. The officer told the relatives that both had entered the camp and after making the entry they were allowed to go.  
The relatives have no reason to believe the Major as Manzoor’s relatives themselves saw Manzoor entering the camp twice and never return after entering the camp second time. When they refused to leave the spot and insisted the Major to produce the duo, the Major admitted the custody of only Nasrullah at 4:30 pm. He also told them Nasrullah would be released after a while. When asked about Manzoor, the Major lied that Manzoor left the camp right after making the entry.  The Major accused Nasrullah of providing shelter to the militants.  As per Manzoor’s family militants has never passed through the area since 1990s.   
While providing background what apparently made the army to arrest and disappear Manzoor, his father stated, the army forcibly takes wood from the villagers whenever it has to construct anything in the camp. Each family has to give at least two wooden planks to the same 27 RR camp. The Major had told the villagers to send wood to the camp.  Almost every family of the village had sent the wood but Manzoor’s family had no wood available with them so were unable to send anything. Three days before Manzoor’s disappearance, the Major with 10 to 12 army personnel came to Manzoor’s dhoka and asked for the reason of not sending the wood.  The Major abused Khan; Manzoor was also there when he heard Major abusing his father he shouted at him triggering an altercation between them. After that the Major in anger left the area. It clearly appears that the Major to avenge Manzoor’s defiance detained and disappears him.  
Till the evening the people of the village had gathered outside the camp and the other relatives as well.  At 8:30 pm army switched off the lights of the camp and after sometime Major came out again and told the family of Nasrullah that they left him in the dhoka.  But the reality was they throw him outside the camp near from the back door of the camp. Manzoor’s aunt and her husband who were waiting at the back door of the camp witnessed army throwing Nasrullah outside the camp.  They informed the other people who were waiting at the front gate. 
They saw Nasrullah in half-dead conditions.  He had torture marks all over his body.  He was tortured as he could not stand on his feet.  Nasrullah told he was beaten with a cricket bat.  When Nasrullah was asked about Manzoor, he said, Manzoor was kept in another room. He said he heard Manzoor’s screams when he was tortured. After sometime Nasrullah felt unconscious and don’t know what army did to him. After that Nasrurullah was taken to Sogam hospital on the same night and from there was shifted to SKIMS Soura for advanced treatment.  He is still admitted in SKIMS and is in severe condition.
Ironically, the Major has told Manzoor’s family that he will search him.  Moreover, police has filed a case but the family hasn’t received the copy of FIR. 
Since Manzoor is a relative of a serving minister, the Chief Minister, as per media reports, herself has intervened and called on Indian Home Ministry for its intervention.
In another media report, senior officials of the state government spoke with senior Defence and Home Ministry officials in New Delhi and strongly expressed their displeasure over the disappearance of Manzoor. 
As a result of pressure applied in the case, General Officer Commanding (GoC) of the Srinagar based 15 Corps Lt General JS Sandhu visited Lolab area of Kupwara district on September 7 evening and spoke to officials about the matter.
On September 7, evening, the Defence Ministry issued a statement that a Joint Investigation Team had been formed to probe the disappearance. "A joint inquiry team comprising senior Police and Army officers is investigating the case. Suitable action will be taken based on the outcome of this inquiry," the Defence spokesperson said in the statement.
September14, media reports that inquiry by joint investigation team, under the supervision of top police officer Nistish Kumar, was also underway and is expected to complete soon.
After talking to Khan the researcher went to Nasrulla’s house where his elder brother Mohammad Sidiq, 52, talked to it. While Nasrullah was getting treatment of his torture wounds in a Srinagar hospital his elder brother reveals his own torture. Nasrullah was not the first to be subjected to the torture by the army in his family. Way back in October 1997 his elder brother was tortured by the army accusing him of having links with the militants, a charge vehemently denied by Sidiq. 
Sidiq narrated that he was abducted by the army of Warpora camp, Sopore. In October 1997, Sidiq was picked up by army led by Captain Harman from Sopore bus stand.  He was kept in Warpora army installation. It was actually the house of one local Hayat War which was taken over by the army. The camp was manned by JAKLI regiment. The army had accused Sidiq of having connections with the militants. He was kept in one room and where severe torture was done to his body. 
While making description of his torture Sidiq stated, first a roller was rolled over his legs. Then they put chili powder into his rectum. Thereafter his one leg was folded and tied, and his hands were roped with the ceiling and he was made to stand on one leg for around 15 consecutive hours.  During that time he was beaten with sticks by the army personnel. Then they left a dog on him which scratched and bite his whole body.  After torturing him for fifteen days they (forces) poured petrol over his body and set it on fire. His half of the body badly burnt in the fire.  The condition of the victim was critical that the Captain himself brought a doctor to the camp to treat him.  He was kept in the camp for three months.  As per Mohammad Sidiq the Captain attempted twice to poison him. He was given poisonous capsules, which he managed to put under his tongue and spit it out when the army was not around.  The officer himself put the pill into his mouth.  
During these three months the family of Sidiq had searched him in many camps but could not find him. His brother Mohammad Shafi had visited Warpora camp twice but both times his custody was denied.  It was last week of December 1997 when Mohammad Shafi visited again to the same camp to enquire about his brother.  The brother had the firm inkling of him being in this camp because Sidiq had gone to Sopore and got disappeared from there.  So he presumed he might have been picked by this camp.   
On his third visit he met Captain Harman and the Captain admitted that Sidiq was in his custody.  The Captain said that he will release him in next year as this year is not good for him.  So he told Mohammad Shafi to come again in the next week (the first week of 1998) he will handover Sidiq to him.  
In the next week, Mohammad Sidiq was released on the conditions that he will not file any case against the army before court. He was also made to sign a paper reading that the injuries he received during torture were not the result of army torture and was happened to him before his arrest.     
Mohammad Sidiq has developed many health complicacies after the torture. He was not able to work for a long time now, as his bones would pain severely whenever he does any physical activity. Since his torture he was continuously taking medicines. The burn injuries are quite visible over his body.  
Lolab youth severely tortured, then dumped in forest by army

Another youth Nasrullah Khan of Devsar, Lolab of Kupwara district detained along with Manzoor, now disappeared, was found dumped in Kupwara forests, with severe torture marks all over his body.
Nasrullah Khan, 36, of Devsar Lolab went missing on September 1 along with a neighbour, Manzoor Ahmad. The families of the two men feared the worst when they didn’t reach home till late evening.
Nasrullah was later found dumped in the hills of Tremuk Top. His friend and neighbour Manzoor is still missing. Soldiers of the army’s 27 RR had detained them near a check-point in Bake Tarimuff area.
Throughout this month Nasrullah remained in hospital for treatment as the doctors declared his conditions worrisome.
While in the hospital Nasrullah narrated the ordeal he faced inside the army camp. He said he was forcibly taken into the army barrack and beaten and tortured till he became unconscious.
“An army Major was asking me about presence of militants in our area. I told them I was unaware of it but they didn’t listen and started beating me,” he said.
He said that nearly fifteen to twenty army men pushed him on the ground and beat him with cricket bats, stumps and iron rods.
“They also kicked me on the face, chest and legs, till I broke down and turned lifeless,” Nasrullah said.
A labourer in Lolab, Nasrullah said he and his friend Manzoor were screaming and pleading before the army soldiers to leave them.
“I was profusely bleeding and groaning in pain. However, they didn’t stop kicking and trampling on me,” he said.
According to him, Manzoor Ahmad was detained along with him and kept in another barrack.
“Manzoor was screaming more loudly than me, but I didn’t hear his screams for long. Allah should save him, but I doubt that he is alive,” Nasrullah said.
“After beating me for many hours, they dragged me out and dumped me in a forest,” he said.
Doctors at SMHS told media that Nasrullah had serious injuries all over his body, both internal and external.
“It will take him some months to recover completely, as he has serious bruises on almost every body part. His eyes also have serious injuries,” said a doctor.
The doctor said Nasrullah’s kidneys were not functioning properly.
“We will have to examine him closely, so that his injuries don’t deteriorate,” the doctor added.
As there was no noticeable improvement in Nasruallah’s conditions from SMHS hospital he was referred to SKIMS. There he was administered with dialysis. Doctors declared his condition worrisome and expressed fear that the recover chances of his kidney recovery were only 50 per cent.
Inspector-General of Police Kashmir, Munir Ahmad Khan, told media, “There are allegations against the army that two civilians were arrested, one of whom was beaten and is currently admitted at SMHS Srinagar. There are no whereabouts known of the other civilian.”
Khan said that the army has alleged that militants took shelter in the houses of the duo. “The village where the incident took place is two-and-a-half hour journey by foot from Dewar Lolab. We have sent a police party there and they are investigating the matter. They have asked the army if the two persons were arrested and where is the second one. The police party is still there and has not returned yet,” Khan said.
Srinagar-based army spokesperson Colonel Rajesh Kalia said, “We are looking into the matter.”

Girl dies 

As many as five civilians were killed this month. Four were killed in two separate incidents of grenade explosions in Budgam and Pulwama districts. One civilian, a woman, lost her life in cross LOC shelling, which is intermittently taking places from last many months. 
	The first person to get killed was Maqsood Ahmad Shah of Ompura, Budgam. On September 7, Maqsood, 22, along with thirteen persons were injured in a grenade explosion in Jehangir Chowk at Lal Chowk Srinagar. The grenade was hurled at a busy market place. 
Maqsood was the lone son of his parents and is survived by two minor children, his wife and elderly father. “He was a carpenter by profession and was at his work place.
“Maqsood was expected to return home this evening,” a neighbour of Maqsood told media. His mother has already died. “He was married at a young age after his mother died some years ago.”[image: ]P
Pinky Kour

“His father is aged and stays home, and the family is landless,” the neighbour added.
Ten days later on September 17, another grenade exploded leaving three civilians dead including a teenage girl. The deceased were identified as Pinky Kour daughter of Ichpal Singh, Ghulam Nabi Trag, 70, and Mushtaq Ahmad Sheikh 35, son of Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din all residents of Tral area of Pulwama district.  
The grenade was hurled by unknown persons towards a cavalcade of Public Works Minister Nayeem Akhter. However, Pinky’s family claimed her death was caused due to pellets fired by the armed forces. The family claimed hundreds of pellets marked were spotted on her body while performing her last bath. 
  	Pinky, 22, died a day before she was to appear in her second semester examination. An MBA student at Islamic University of Science and Technology, Pinky on September 21 submitted her assignments at IUST and reached bus stand Tral where she died.
By September 21, evening, people reached her residence in Chatrigam village and took part in her last rites. Muslim men and women were seen wailing and crying. "So tragic, the perpetrators must be brought to justice, and may the departed soul rest in peace," says Abdul Rashid Dar, a local shopkeeper who cried while narrating the virtuous nature of Pinky.
Next day on September 22, people from all walks of life visited Chatrigam to sympathise with the bereaved family.
The people were collectively demanding for a CBI enquiry in the killing of two civilians. They allege that after the grenade blast, government forces showered Pinky with pellets. “As we were performing the snan (bath) of Pinky we found hundreds of pellets on her body. She was ruthlessly attacked with pellets as if she was a stone pelter,” says her uncle S S Bali.
Pinky’s uncle Jarnail Singh regrets that the minister did not utter a single word against the forces who fired pellets. “It is shameful and condemnable that Nayeem Sahib admired forces for showing maximum restraint and maintained criminal silence over the use of pellets by forces,” he added.
The family of Pinky Kour is distraught. “Why doesn’t anyone resolve this Kashmir dispute once for all? Today it is my daughter, tomorrow it could be someone else,” her father Richpal Singh laments.
Richpal, a retired employee of J&K Minerals Limited says that he expected nothing from the government but demands a CBI enquiry in his daughter’s death.
“I saw forces showering pellets and bullets on the people who were lying injured on road,” says Pinky’s cousin Jai Krishan Bal Singh.
Pinky’s batch mates along with IUST officials visited her residence.

Handwara killing case: No one turns up to record statement

Sep 17: Even after the deadline ended on Sunday, no one came to record statement in the murder case of a youth in Handwara who went missing on August 21.
This was confirmed to the media by the magistrate investigating the killing of Shahid Bashir Mir.
“Nobody came to record his/her statement till Sunday – September 17- evening,” said Manzoor Ahmad Pir, the additional district magistrate Kupwara. He has been asked to investigate the case. “I will extend the time by 15 days now.”
On August 22, a day after Shabir went missing from home, Indian army soldiers had claimed that they killed a militant in Handwara forests. The slain later turned out to be Shahid Bashir Mir, a person with no militant records. The murder triggered massive protests in Daril, Tarathpora, Shahid’s native village, located 23 kilometers from Handwara town, against the “staged encounter” by the army.
“Now, I will visit Shahid’s home as well,” Pir said. However, he added, that the district administration Kupwara was busy for some days as the next district Board meeting was scheduled for 21st of this month besides several officials were being trained for elections in Srinagar.
In the notice, 12DMV/Adm/2017 dated 24-08-2017, issued by the Kupwara district administration on September 08, the magistrate had asked the witnesses to record their statements in his office anytime up to September 17.
Police have already given a clean chit to Shahid’s family that he was not a militant. His track record is clean.
“The chapter (of investigation) has not been closed… date will be extended and the (enquiry) process is on,” Pir said.
An FIR 83/ 2017 was registered on August 24 at police station Wilgam over the incident.
He said that he will have to visit the spot where locals claimed that Shahid was arrested by army. “The investigation will need evidence for which graphics of the spot are needed,” he informed.
Shahid was a college student. His father Bashir Ahmad Mir is a carpenter and slain Shahid was eldest among his siblings – four daughters and two sons, the youngest being a 4th standard student.

Barber beaten admitted to hospital

Sep 05: The armed forces beat up a barber accusing him of shaving and dressing hair of militants during cordon and search operation in Chitragam village of Shopian in south Kashmir.   
The villagers said armed forces conducted door-to-door searches during search operation of many villages including Chitragam villages. The villagers told media that forces ruthlessly beat up one Farooq Ahmad Sheikh, a barber by profession, for allegedly shaving and dressing hair of militants. Locals said Sheikh was later admitted to Zainpora hospital.
Block medical officer Zainpora Sub district hospital, Abdul Ganni Raina said the person was brought to hospital who was allegedly beaten up by forces. After treatment he was discharged from hospital, he said.

Forces go berserk in Kareemabad, Bellora of Pulwama

Sep 07:  Government forces allegedly went berserk in at least two Pulwama villages following unsuccessful Cordon and Search Operations (CASO), in the last less than twenty four hours.
Several people were injured after forces thrashed them. Moreover property worth Lacs has been damaged as forces vandalized dozens of residential houses, in Kareemabad and Bellora villages of the south Kashmir district.
According to reports Kareemabad village was cordoned off by forces at around 9:00 PM lateTuesday evening.
Soon after the CASO was launched, local sources told media, dozens of youth came out and started throwing stones at the government forces.
“Announcements were made on Masjid loudspeakers urging people to come out. The number protestors kept swelling and it became extremely difficult for the forces to manage the situation,” a local source said.
Police sources said that there might have been one to two militants holed up in the area who managed to escape during the protests.
The searches, sources said, continued till midnight after which the forces left the village.
“They however returned at about 4:00 AM and started vandalizing residential houses and thrashing the locals,” the locals alleged.
The residents allege that at least 40 residential houses were targeted by the forces, smashing the windowpanes and pared cars.
“Many people were also beaten by the forces apart from inflicting losses of Lacs in the village,” the locals allege.
In Bellora a CASO was launched at about 3:00 PM Wednesday afternoon and soon after intense clashes erupted in the area.
The clashes and the CASO continued for a couple of hours after which the forces left the area, but not before vandalizing property and thrashing locals.
“At least 3 people received minor injuries during the clashes. They were treated locally,” a local source said.

Police use force to break up protests against army in Anantnag area

Sep 17: Protests against army high-handedness were met with police repression in Halmulla area of Anantnag on Sunday after the locals blocked the Srinagar-Jammu national highway for about an hour.
Locals said that police used excessive force and beat up many people, including women and elderly persons, in trying to clear the highway of the protestors. The police denied the allegations and the army, alleged to have manhandled a truck driver and then beaten up a newspaper hawker who tried to come to the driver’s rescue, said none of their men beat up any civilian.
A senior police official from the area confirmed that police had to tackle a law and order problem, following an altercation between locals and army men in Halmulla.
“The highway remained blocked for about an hour. There was an altercation between army and the locals, following which protests had broken out,” the police official said.
According to the locals, army men had stopped a Kupwara-bound truck driver, “after he overtook an army vehicle.”
“A local newspaper hawker, identified as Abdul Hameed Lolie, tried to reason with the army personnel but they started beating him the moment he opened his mouth,” locals alleged.
Residents of Halmulla told media that they intervened when they thought Hameed might die of the beating.
The army men allegedly thrashed a few more civilians who tried to save Hameed, before the whole village, including women and elderly people, came out and blocked the national highway.
“We were sitting peacefully on the national highway and demanded that senior police officials be brought to the spot to sort the issue out,” the locals said, adding that police reinforcements from Bijbehara arrived by then and immediately attacked the people sitting on the highway.
Locals alleged that the police used tear smoke shells and aerial firing unnecessarily and beat up many of the protesting people.
“The police went mad. A senior police official got hold of an elderly man, threw him on the ground, and literally jumped on his belly. They did not even spare the women and children,” locals said.
Police action ensured that the terrified villagers ran for their lives into their homes, and traffic was resumed on the national highway.
Police denied using unnecessary force. “We had to ensure movement of traffic on the national highway. Some ambulances were also stuck in the traffic and the protestors were not allowing even them to move on. Nobody was beaten by the police, though,” said the officer in charge of the Sangam police post, Shameem Ahmad.
The army, too, denied having beaten any civilian. “No, none of our personnel is involved in beating any civilian,” Srinagar-based army spokesperson, Col Rajesh Kalia, told media.

Police haven’t even recorded Farooq Dar’s statement in human shield case

Sep 19: Six months have passed since Budgam civilian Farooq Ahmad Dar was tied to the front of an army vehicle by Major Gogoi and his men, and then paraded around several villages in that state, an act that was captured on video and led to the State Human Rights Commission awarding compensation of Rs 2 lakh to Farooq Dar, but the police is yet to record the victim’s statement in the case they have registered over the incident.
This had been revealed in the police’s reply to a query filed under the Right to Information (RTI) Act. “The statement of the victim is required to be recorded,” the Jammu & Kashmir Police have replied.
The police have been maintaining all along that they are conducting an investigation in the alleged use of a civilian as human shield by the army. But the reply to the RTI query shows how sincere they are in this investigation.
Farooq Dar, a tailor by profession, was caught hold of in Utligam village by army officer Major Gogoi and his men on the day parliamentary by-elections were being held in Budgam. Dar was then tied to the bonnet of an army vehicle and paraded around the district. Major Gogoi later said this was a tactic meant to prevent stone-pelting on army vehicles. Major Gogoi received a commendation for this act from army chief Bipin Rawat and several ministers of the Government of India praised him for his “presence of mind” and “saving of lives” by using this tactic.
The RTI query asked the police whether they have had any communication with the army over this case. The reply stated that correspondence has been made with the army unit concerned to produce the accused men before police for their questioning.
The police also stated that they visited several villages through which Dar was allegedly paraded, in order to collect evidence. Police said that after the collection of evidence, the “investigation will be done on merits (of the evidence)”.
To the question asked in the RTI query that why the police had not returned the victim’s phone which he said the army took away from him, police said that no such claims have been put forth by the victim before them.
Dar has said in several interviews that Major Gogoi and his men snatched his mobile phone and have not returned it to him.
Giving more details in response to the RTI query, police said they have registered a case at police station Beerwah of FIR No 38/2017 under Section 342, 267, 506 RPC. A copy of the FIR the police have filed in the case is in the possession of media.
The FIR (First Information Report) reads: “Police got reports from reliable sources that a video has widely been circulated on national and local media showing a man, identified as Farooq Ahmad Dar, who had been caught by army men at Utligam.”
The FIR further says that the army men allegedly caught hold of Dar and assaulted him.

Video showing locals aiding injured troopers goes viral

Sep 04: A video showing Kashmiris helping army men injured in a road accident in Pahroo area of Chadoora has gone viral on the social networking website with netizens hailing it as another example of Kashmiriyat.
	In the video, a group of locals could be seen taking care of the injured soldiers after their vehicle tilted in Check E Pahroo village of Chadoora in Central Kashmir's Budgam district early September 3 morning. 
	Several soldiers guarding Check E Pahroo railway station popularly known as Pampore railway station had sustained minor injuries as the vehicle they were traveling in tilted while giving passage to another vehicle coming from the opposite direction, an eyewitness told Greater Kashmir over phone. 
	He said that the locals immediately rushed to the spot and helped the soldiers with water and first-aid.
The video of the incident was shared on various social networking websites with the caption, 'the real face of human hearted Kashmiris.'
	Meanwhile, GoC J S Sandhu  has thanked the people  for helping the injured soldiers.  “We thank the locals for this gesture. This is a true indicator of Kashmiriyat and Insaniyat where people help each other. This will go a long way in strengthening the bond of friendship between people and the army,” he said after watching the video.

Braid Chopping trigger fear among women in Kashmir

In the last week of this month, unknown persons attacked the women folk to chop off their braids at various places across Kashmir. The mysterious braid chopping appears to be done with an aim. The frequent braid chopping incidents has injected fear among the Kashmiri population particularly the women folk. People were struggling to decipher the aim behind the braid chopping incidents which increases with every passing day. The braid chopping has angered the people who at many places hit the streets to register their protest and call for an end to the shameful practice.  The pressure mounted by the public forced the police to constitute a SIT to probe the chopping. Police and army have promptly dismissed the allegations levelled against them by the people of their involvement in the incidents. The braid chopping has created confusion at few places where people beat persons mistook them as braid choppers. The Informative Missive compiled the media coverage of the braid chopping incidents and herein incorporated it chronologically.
· Protests, shutdown in Kulgam against alleged army involvement in ‘braid chopping’
Sep 26: Stone pelting, amid a complete shutdown, erupted in main town Kulgam following nocturnal protests against alleged army involvement in “braid chopping” incidents and their subsequent highhandedness with the villagers, late Monday evening.
At least 8 FIR’s have so far been lodged in the braid chopping incidents in different police stations across Kulgam district, even as the locals say the number of incidents is way higher than that.
According to reports at about 9:30 pm September 25 night hue and cry was raised by the villagers, after some suspicious movement was noticed by one of them near his house.
“The villagers came out and three men were actually spotted running. The villagers chased them. While one managed to escape two were caught hold of, both of whom were in army fatigues,” the villagers alleged.
They said that the third one probably informed the army in the nearby camp in Devsar area, while the two others were still captive and being questioned by the villagers.
Villagers alleged that the army came from the nearby camp and resorted to aerial firing and also fired some kind of shells to disperse the locals, while the captive men managed to escape.
“But they left behind two caps, the bullet proof camouflage caps army men wear. We have canisters of shells used by the army preserved as well,” the villagers said.
Following the army action people held protests in Malwan village deep into the night and resumed the protests in the morning.
As the news spread this morning a spontaneous shutdown was observed in main town Kulgam and the peripheries as well.
Local sources said that stone pelting youth in main town Kulgam were dispersed using tear smoke shells by the government forces.
A senior army officer from Kulgam, requesting anonymity, told media that an Area Domination Party (ADP) was in Malwan village late September 25 evening when some youth approached them and asked if they had seen a bear.
“After asking them about the bear the youth went back into the village and apparently somebody among them used the masjid loudspeaker to announce that army has made the “braid choppers’ escape,” the official said, adding that the army unit was attacked with stones by the agitated villagers.
He said that the army men fired a few rounds in self defense.
“These allegations are completely preposterous and they have nothing to do with the truth. I don’t understand why army is dragged into each and everything,” the official said.
A senior police official from the area seconded the army version.
While the “braid chopping” is snowballing into a major issue, the Kulgam SSP, Sreedhar Patil, on September 25 maintained that a Special Investigation Team has been constituted to look into the issue. Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti asked police chief to constitute SIT to investigate the menace.
“We appeal the people to cooperate with the police so that the culprits are nabbed sooner than later,” Patil told media men.
Sep 28: There is no let up in the braid cutting incidents with more occurrences reported from Anantnag, Kulgam, Budgam and Bandipora districts.
The hair of a 40 year old lady was chopped off in Bondialgam village in the outskirts of Anantnag town, triggering protests and shutdown in the area.
The lady, according to her family, was found unconscious outside the washroom in the lawn of the house at around 10:30 a.m.
“Her braid had been completely chopped off,” said her sister in law. The family apprehends that the attackers might have scaled the wall of the house.
The incident triggered panic in the area with people hitting the streets in protest.
DC and ADC Anantnag reached the spot and pacified the protesters, assuring investigation.
Another braid chopping incident was reported from Kund village of Devsar in Kulgam district. In Thokerpora village of Qaimoh in Kulgam, braid of a woman was chopped yesterday late evening.
At least 15 such incidents have been reported from Anantnag and Kulgam districts, creating scare among the people.
A fresh incident was reported from central Kashmir’s Chadoora Sub Division September 28 morning, second such incident in the area in 24 hours.
Reports said that hair of a woman aged around 30 was chopped off by some unknown persons when she was alone in her kitchen at Hanji Gund village. Locals said some neighbors found her unconscious.
Earlier, late last evening braid of an elderly woman was chopped off at her home creating fear among locals.
In Bandipora district, first such incident was reported in Nathpora village when a 10-year old student was found unconscious with a chopped braid.
“She had returned home after school around 4 p.m. when some burqa-clad person caught hold of her in the lawn of our house. She was alone at that time. When I returned home from the paddy field, I found my daughter unconscious on the veranda. When I picked her up I saw her hair chopped off,” said her father.
He said the girl regained consciousness after he sprinkled water on her face. “Then she narrated the incident,” said the father.
“She said that she saw some burqa-clad person who caught her by the neck and sprinkled something on her, making her unconscious,” he said.
In view of the incident, Bandipora police established a helpline and appealed people to contact on the numbers in case of any help or in case they find any suspicious person in their locality. 
Police have already constituted a Special Investigation Team (SIT) to probe the cases on the directions of Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti.
Earlier last month according to police 60 such incidents were reported from Rehari, Kathua, Samba, Jammu, Rajouri, Reasi, Doda and Udhampur districts of Jammu region.
Sep 29, at least two people, including a non-local laborer, were ruthlessly beaten up by locals in Shirpora area of Anantnag and Qaimoh area of Kulgam district late evening as people suspected them to be the culprits.
According to reports hundreds of people blocked the Srinagar-Jammu national highway near Wanpoh in Anantnag district Friday morning to protest against a fresh “braid chopping” incident that allegedly took place in the area.
The people demanded immediate action from the police. The protests in the area continued for more than an hour before authorities were able to clear the national highway.
Following protests in Wanpoh people came out in large numbers in Nai Basti area of the Anantnag district and blocked the busy Khanabal-Pahalgam road.
The protestors alleged that the ponytail of a 15-year old girl was chopped off in Nanda Mohalla locality of the Nai Basti area.
The mysterious incidents have continued in Kulgam district for over more than a week now, before the phenomenon made way to Anantnag district.
Late September 28 evening people in Shirpora area of Anantnag caught hold of a man and beat him to pulp, alleging that he was a “braid chopper”.
The man was later identified as Gowher Ahmad from Budgam district.
A police official said that the apprehended man was a drug-addict and a thief.
“He was apprehended in Anantnag town with Spasmoproxyvon tablets, earlier this year. A case stands registered against him,” the official said.
In Qaimoh area of Kulgam a laborer from Bihar was beaten to pulp by local youth, accusing him of being a “braid chopper”. He was later hospitalized and released, after treatment.
As panic, fear and protests grip the entire south Kashmir-Anantnag and Kulgam districts in particular-clueless police continue to grope in dark.	
In Kulgam district people have alleged army was behind the incidents and the allegations were promptly rubbished by the army.
A senior police official told media that they have so far no clue about the occurrences.
“True, we are groping in dark because the victims have been of no help so far. They have revealed nothing. We have time and again appealed the people to come forward and share details, whatsoever they are,” the official said.

Amnesty releases report on eye injuries from pellets in Kashmir

Sep 13: Calling for a civil investigation into the cases of pellet-gun firing by government forces in Kashmir, the Amnesty International on Wednesday said that neither the Government of India nor the J&K Government has informed when the use of pellet guns will be stopped in Kashmir.
The international rights body revealed that the governments in Srinagar and Delhi do “accept the idea that the use of pellet-firing on protestors in Kashmir should be minimised”.
“The Amnesty International calls for a civil investigation (into the use of pellet gun in Kashmir) to establish whether arbitrary force was used,” said Shalesh Rai, member of Amnesty International India, during the release of a report on people injured in their eyes by pellets in Kashmir since 2014 to 2017. The report is titled, “Losing Sight in Kashmir: The Impact of Pellet-Firing Shotguns”.
The report is the first comprehensive study on the victims injured in the eye by shotgun pellets in Kashmir. Rai said that they started working on the report this year and have documented 88 cases in it.
Asserting that the use of pellet-firing shotguns should be immediately stopped, the Amnesty International said that authorities should “ensure that the use of other weapons is in line with international human rights standards on the use of force”.
“The pellet gun violates the international human rights standards,” said Rai. “The shotguns fire a large number of small pellets that spread over a wide range. There is no way to control the trajectory or direction of the pellets, whose effects are, therefore, indiscriminate. By their very nature, the weapons have a high risk of causing serious and permanent injuries to the persons targeted as well as to others (bystanders). These risks are virtually impossible to control.”
“The degree of possible harm (to the protestor) should be proportionate to the use of force,” he said, “(but) there have been serious injuries, loss of vision… (which) shows (it) is not proportionate.”
Recommending “less harmful ways” to tackle stone-throwing protestors in Kashmir, the Amnesty International said that the statement of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) that protests (in Kashmir) “were threat to their personnel” was “misleading”. “It is not just,” Rai said of the statement made by the CRPF’s top officer in Kashmir.
Rai said it was worrying th at the government had denied information on pellet guns. “We have filed RTIs but there has been no (more) information about the 12-bore pump-action gun,” he said.
Advocating a complete ban on use of pellet guns, the Amnesty International team led by Aakar Patel sought compensation and rehabilitation for its victims. “It is a cruel weapon,” said Rai. “The victims have been suffering from mental, psychological issues which need proper (medical) aid.”
On working in sensitive areas like Kashmir, Aakar Patel said, “(It) has been difficult to work in Kashmir but (such) has been the case in other places as well.”
“We will not back off,” said Rai. “We’ll continue (with the) work.”
A Srinagar-based activist, Zahoor Wani, said on the occasion that information collected by AI was essentially through RTI (Right to Information) “but not many (officials) responded positively”.
The AI said that it will use the report on pellet guns as a campaign to urge GoI to stop its use. “AI stands for absolute prohibition of pellets,” Rai said. “We are reaching out to different organisations, international fora and offices across the world,” he said in response to a question.
The AI said that governments in Srinagar and Delhi justify the use of pellets saying “stone-pelting only happens in Kashmir”.
To a question on whether regime changes in Delhi affect work of the rights group, Patel said, “It (situation) has been so under previous governments as well.”
A member of the AI said, “The rights group has been forthright in criticising the government actions for violating its own obligations. A lot of work remains to be done in informing people in India about what is happening in Kashmir.”
The AI in its report has come up with several recommendations, which it believes governments in Delhi and Srinagar should follow:
a) Immediately stop the use of pellet-firing shotguns on public demonstrations, and ensure that the use of other weapons is in line with international human rights standards on the use of force.
b) Provide full reparation in line with international standards to those who have been injured by pellet-firing shotguns, and to the families of those killed. This must include adequate compensation and rehabilitation, including any medical and psychological care that may be needed.
c) Initiate prompt, independent and impartial civilian criminal investigations into all incidents where the use of pellet-firing shotguns led to deaths or serious injuries to establish whether arbitrary or excessive force was used, and where sufficient evidence is found, prosecute those suspected of responsibility in civilian courts.
d) Provide relevant training on crowd control measures and the use of force and firearms to security force personnel of the central and state governments, as laid out in the UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials and UN Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials.
In 14 cases, pellets fired on housewives
During a panel discussion after the release of Amnesty India’s report, ‘Losing Sight in Kashmir: The Impact of Pellet-Firing Shotguns”, the AI team said that of the total 88 cases of pellet injuries to eyes it documented in Kashmir, 14 cases were of housewives.
“Pellets were fired on them when they were within their homes and were not part of any protest,” the AI team said.
“One lady was preparing (afternoon) tea,” a member of the team said.
Aside from the cases of women, the AI study found that 31 persons were hit by pellets in both their eyes. “Two have lost eyesight completely,” the member said.
Of all the cases, he said, “FIR has been registered in only one case.” “In most cases, FIRs have been registered against the (pellet) victims.”
“The family which lodged the case has no information about the (progress) of the case as they are given no information (by authorities),” he said.
In teenage girl Insha Mushtaq’s case, he said, “Everybody knows who fired the pellets… (but) nobody knows what action was taken against him.”
Insha was shot on her face by a volley of pellets in Sedow area of Shopian. Her face was completely disfigured and she lost complete eyesight.
He said that the pellet victims were suffering from various ailments including psychological and physical trauma, memory loss, and hypertension. “This needs proper rehabilitation,” he said.
About students who were hit by pellets, he said, “They have been forced to give up their studies.”
The use of pellets in Kashmir has taken a toll on education and mental health, the report of the AI has revealed.

Pellet victims suffer from memory loss
Doctors call for immediate treatment, conselling

Sep 27: After facing loss of vision, many victims blinded by the pellets in Kashmir are now grappling with loss of memory which could take an ugly turn if the treatment is ignored, doctors and experts warned. The doctors told media that the pellet victims could face permanent memory loss if they don’t turn up for the treatment which includes effective counselling and cognitive therapies.
Dr Tariq Qureshi, who heads the department of Ophthalmology at SMHS hospital Srinagar, said that pellets have damaged the eyes of many youths. “It is a sad story,” he said. “Figures itself speak about the extent of damage inflicted by the pellets. The damage caused pellets is rare and can’t be seen anywhere in the world, except Kashmir.”
Kashmir’s leading psychiatrist Dr Arshad Hussain while commenting on the fresh challenge being faced by the pellet victims in Kashmir said that memory problems in people with “traumatic life experiences” are either because of “dissociative amnesia” which is many a time part of their post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) or because of declarative memory problems and also due to concentration difficulties because of re-experiencing.  
“Re-experiencing traumatic life event causes difficulties in daily life. The difficulty in declarative memory is also because of abnormalities in the hippocampus and hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis, and the prefrontal cortex and catecholamine system,” Hussain said. “The hippocampus the part of brain which has a huge role in memory is the one atrophied in post traumatic stress disorder.”
He strongly advocated that the pellet victims who complain of any sort of memory loss should seek help at places which offer trauma-focussed therapies and cognitive behavioural therapies, besides biological treatments which can be of help.
Naziya Rashid, a senior counsellor at ‘Kashmir Lifeline’ said they have counselled a huge number of pellet victims who were hit in their eyes, at various hospitals across Kashmir.
“What is more important is that they need frequent counselling to overcome the shock they are in. During counselling, a born blind is trained and counselled by us to live on and he or she lives with the natural blindness boldly,” she said. “As far as those blinded by the pellets, it is high time they should seek proper counselling without feeling shy as seen in many cases. Counselling and various therapies can help them stay mentally fit. But if they ignore it, the mental trauma can take an ugly shape and the memory loss problem they are complaining of can further aggravate.”

Road to justice ‘closed’ for kin of slain civilians in Gagran, Shopian
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Sep 06: The government says it has no documentary record available regarding the September 7, 2013, Gagran killings, in which four youths, including a non-local labourer, were shot dead by personnel of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) after “mistaking them as militants”.
Deputy Commissioner, Shopian, Mohammad Aijaz told Kashmir Reader that the case records were lost in 2016 when people set the Shopian mini-secretariat ablaze during the uprising that erupted over the killing of Hizb commander Burhan Wani.
“Whatever we had (about the case), it was lost in the fire. Now we are trying to retrieve the data from secondary sources as it might be available at other departments or government agencies involved in the case, like the office of the local tehsildar,” Aijaz said. He said the devastating fire left huge numbers of official records fully damaged and that his office was now trying to retrieve their information from other sources.
The Shopian mini-secretariat fire occurred when, on September 4 last year, government forces tried to foil a pro-freedom congregation in Pinjoora and injured more than 130 participants by lobbing teargas and pellet shells.
The furious protesters later marched towards the mini-secretariat and set the building on fire. The building had been constructed in 2015 at a cost of Rs 36 crore.
The Gagran case relates to an incident of firing by the paramilitary CRPF on six youth riding two bikes in Gagran, Shopian, in south Kashmir on 7 September 2013. Four youths were killed in the firing and one was critically injured.
The incident happened hours before the controversial Zubin Mehta concert at the famed Mughal Garden of Shalimar. The CRPF, however, maintained that the youths were killed when they fired upon the CRPF personnel guarding the Gagran camp.
Locals as well as the victims’ families say that the youth were civilians and were killed in unprovoked firing by CRPF men. “My son was pulled off from the bike he was riding and was shot dead by CRPF guards near the camp,” said Gulam Muhammad Bhat, the father of 18-year-old Tawseef Ahmad Bhat, one among the four slain youths.
Bhat said it was proven even by government officials and political leaders that his son and the other three youths were innocent, and that the CRPF personnel had resorted to unprovoked firing that killed the four.
“Even current chief minister Mehbooba Mufti, who was in the opposition then, visited us and assured us of speedy justice from government agencies. When the local police station was refusing to register an FIR and provide us a copy of the same, Mehbooba Mufti went into the police station and helped us in lodging a case against the persons involved,” Bhat said, ruing how Mufti, currently in power, had taken no further action.
Bhat said he wrote to Mufti a number of letters, as also to former CM Omar Abdullah and Governor NN Vohra, reminding them of the injustice committed on the families of the Gagran incident and seeking their help in securing justice.
“But none of them responded to my pleas. Then I approached Mehbooba Mufti in person and sought her help because she knew everything about the case. Though she assured me of help and also sought the case documents from me, but after four years, nothing has happened,” he said.
Following the killings, massive protests erupted in Shopian town and adjoining villages with protesters demanding action against the personnel involved and justice for the victim families. On September 11, 2013, another civilian fell to the government forces’ bullets after the troops resorted to firing to quell the protesters.
The mounting pressure forced then chief minister Omar Abdullah to order a judicial probe on October 5, 2013, to investigate the killings. Subsequently, a one-man commission headed by retired Justice ML Koul was set up to probe the killing of five persons by the CRPF in the two firing incidents of September 7 and 11.
The commission submitted its first report indicting the CRPF for the killing of innocents. While justifying the killing of Pakistani militant Abdullah Haroon, the commission had termed the other three slain youth as innocent and had demanded compensation to their families. It also sought stern action against the guilty CRPF troopers. “But the commission’s report was thrown into the dustbin by the government,” Bhat said.
Police station Gagran did not provide any details regarding the case. “It’s too old. I don’t know anything about it,” SHO, Gagran Police Station, Ghulam Jeelani told media.
The CRPF spokesperson Rajesh Yadav told Kashmir Reader on Tuesday that he would seek details from concerned officials about the case and would provide details either that evening or on September 6. But when Kashmir Reader contacted Yadav on Wednesday, he aborted the call.

Inquiry in 7 killings will take 4 months, Govt tells HC

Sep 06: The government informed the High Court that magisterial enquiry over last year’s killing of seven persons will take at least four months to get completed.
Last year seven persons were allegedly killed by forces in Srinagar and Kupwara. Residents of Dragmulla, Kupwara had said that five were killed in “fake encounter.” In Sarai Balla area of Srinagar the land lady in whose house two persons were killed had said that they were students and not militants.
Hearing a public interest litigation (PIL) filed by High Court Bar Association (HCBA) Kashmir a division bench of chief justice Baddar Durrez Ahmed and Justice Ali Muhammad Magrey directed that magisterial enquiry should be completed at the earliest. The Bench directed, Tahir Shamsi, counsel representing union of India, to file response within six weeks.
Citing media reports, the HCBA petition said: “On 23 May two youth were killed by police in gun fight at Sarai Balla Srinagar. Raja Begum, the landlady in whose house, the two youth were residing on rent however, contested the claim of the police and stated that the two youth were not militants but students who would speak in Kashmiri and only carried books and clothes with them.”
The petition read that in Chak Dragmulla village in North Kashmir the forces blew the house, where they claimed the militants were residing, but residents contested the forces’ claim that the five militants were killed in a gunfight and said the encounter was staged.
“The reports said that the militants had been killed nearly five to six days earlier as hair of their beards was coming off when their ablution was being performed and the bullet wounds were festering,” the HCBA said in the petition.
The HCBA had pleaded that in terms of Article 21 of constitution of India, as applicable to Jammu and Kashmir as well, no person can be deprived of his life and liberty except “according to the procedure established by law.’’ The two incidents in Chak Dragmulla and Sarai Balla showed that “seven persons were killed in custody,’’ the petition added.
In its objections, police however stated that after the FIR was lodged, they started investigation in the Sarai Balla incident. They said the two persons were “militants of JeM, one was identified as Saifullah of Pakistan Administered Kashmir (PaK) and the identity of another was being ascertained.”
Police had told the court that two election cards were found with two different names one depicting the identity as Subrat Kumar Hati, son of Bijay Kumar Hati of Kankadejodi, Cuttack Orissa while other card showed the identity as Muhammad Qasim son of Allahudin of 130 Pahusana district Arariya Bihar. “The identify cards were recovered from the rented room of the duo in a house at Sarai Balla Srinagar,” read the police objections.
Police had told the court that the correspondence was made with electoral registration officer (ERO) Athgarh Assembly constituency Cuttack Orissa as well as ERO 127 Raniganj Constituency District Arariya Bihar.
“A written reply from the office of the sub-collector Athgarh said that the EPIC bearing card no FCK/265/ 2651313 belongs to one Subrat Kumar Hati son of Bijay Kumar Hati of Kankadejodi, who is found to be alive. The reply from the electoral office 127, Raniganj district Arariya Bihar regarding the EPIC has not been received,” said police in its objections, adding that reminders were sent to the electoral officer.
Police had also informed the court that during the course of investigation, DNA samples of the bodies taken by a team of doctors were deposited in CFSL Chandigarh for examination.
The police stated that a receipt dated 6 June 2016 showed that the labortary will take a year for the examination of the DNA samples in view of a pendency of nearly 122 DNA samples.

SHRC directs govt to install CCTV cameras in all police stations

Sep 05: State Human Rights Commission directed the Government to install CCTV Cameras in all Police Stations of Jammu and Kashmir.
A case titled Deepak Kumar Sharma of Jeevan Nagar Jammu regarding the installation of Close Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras was listed before the Commission. While disposing the case SHRC member Jung Bahadur Singh Jamwal observed that the acts of torture and custodial deaths are happening in Jammu and Kashmir intermittently and many a times police personnel convert a criminal case into civil dispute, though the Commission has no such records of how many custodial deaths have been occurred.
The SHRC member according to CNS observed that installations of CCTV Cameras will bring the transparency and the capturing of footage will stop harassment and human rights violations. At the same time, it will help sometimes police to refute the false allegations leveled by some visitors.
“All the proceedings in all police stations are required to be videographed for the purpose of evidence. “If surveillance is enforced in police stations, the instances of human rights violations will diminish considerably. The installations of CCTV Cameras can be installed as per the availability of the budget,” the Commission said and directed the Government through Chief Secretary to install CCTV Cameras in all Police Stations of Jammu and Kashmir and sanction the grant in favour of the Director General of Police J&K for the purpose.
“Besides, Commissioner Secretary to Government Home Department is directed to process the case with the latest cost of the installation of CCTV Cameras and also DGP Jammu and Kashmir is directed to prepare the present expenditure and budget to be spent on installations of these cameras in all police stations of Jammu and Kashmir,” the Commission said. (CNS)

GoI bars ICRC from visiting state jails

Sep17: The Government of India (GoI) has banned the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) from visiting jails in the J&K state.
Sources said that the Central government has asked the ICRC officials to stop visiting prisons. The last visit by the international agency was conducted in January 2016.
	“Yes, our jail visits have been stopped by the present government. There was a memorandum of understanding (MOU) that was signed with the Government of India (GoI) that ICRC officials could visit the jails in J&K. But the BJP government has stoped our jail visits,” said ICRC officials.
ICRC sources said the jail visits in state were mostly conducted by the foreign team of international agency, but the GoI has stopped issuing visas to them.
“Our offices are now operated by Indian nationals only. There are no international officials anymore,’’ said sources.
The International Agency had previously raised concerns over the overcrowding in state prisons in its reports and denying facilities to prisoners. The ban comes in the wake of its work in which it had noted that “ the number of inmates are lodged in jails more than their capacity.’’
Apart from banning its visits to jails, sources said the ICRC’s livelihood support program for detainee families is also seen as a trouble by GoI. “It is a concern for the present government. The Central government has problem with this livelihood support program and have been raising concerns on this program,” they said.
The ban comes even as under the international agreements the ICRC has been maintaining impartial stance. As per its mission statement, it is being seen as an “impartial, neutral, and independent organization whose independently humanitarian mission is to protect the lives and dignity of victims of war and internal violence and to provide them with assistance."
Besides that it also conducts and coordinates international relief and works to promote and strengthen humanitarian law. “The government doesn’t want the international community to know about the things which are happening in jails. There are numerous problems the inmates are facing in jails in Kashmir.’’
Director General Prisons, S K Mishra, said, “ They (ICRC people) used to come very frequently. But I don’t know why they are not coming now. I have to check the records to find out why the ICRC has been stopped from visiting jails,” he said.

Students protest in Anantnag after soldiers thrash school bus driver

Sep 12: Local residents and students of Shemford Futuristic School in Wanpoh area of Anantnag hit the Srinagar-Jammu highway on Thursday and clashed with government forces after one of their school bus drivers was allegedly thrashed by the army.
A Class X student was grievously injured during the clashes after being hit by a sound shell on his head.
The army also fired several rounds in the air to disperse the ever-swelling crowd of protestors who blocked the Srinagar-Jammu highway for a while.
According to the school administration and local sources, Nazir Ahmad, a driver employed by the school, driving bus number JK03 C-9886, entered into an altercation with army soldier after the bus he was driving was hit by an armoured army vehicle.
“He was severely beaten by army personnel and was picked up, badly injured, by locals, who rushed him to hospital,” a local source told media, adding that the army action sparked immediate local protest.
As the news reached the school, its senior students also joined the protestors.
“The driver was beaten very badly, and, hearing the news, some of our students joined the protests as well,” school Chairman Parvez Ahmad told Kashmir Reader.
As students and locals blocked the highway and raised anti-Army slogans, the Army resorted to aerial firing in a bid to disperse the protestors.
“Unable to quell the protests, the police and paramilitary were called in, and they used shelling and baton charge to clear the national highway,” sources said.
During the shelling, a student was badly injured after a sound shell hit his head.
The student has been identified as Sheikh Sheezan Zahoor of Qazigund.
“We are at the Anantnag district hospital right now. Both the driver and the student are stable, but the injuries are bad enough,” the Chairman told Kashmir Reader.
The Army meanwhile has denied the allegations.
“No Army man has manhandled the driver,” Defense spokesperson Rajesh Kalia told media.

Why the army men took my car?

Shuaib Wani was unable to understand why his vehicle was taken away by the army. When Shuaib was contacted by The Informative Missive after his write up was published in a local newspaper, he shared the following statement.  
On September 23, I after finishing my work at office, I boarded my vehicle at around 9:00 pm to travel back home to Khrew, Pulwama. However, I had no idea that a pleasant evening will soon be going to turn into something dreadful.
When I reached Zaffron Colony, Sempora Srinagar at around 9:30 pm, some army personnel who were on a patrol stopped my vehicle with instructions to keep the vehicle lights off.One of the army men asked me to get off the vehicle.
As soon as I tried to come out of the vehicle, there was one more instruction from the army men, not to remove keys of the vehicle.
For a moment, I thought it is general searching of vehicle and I was just supposed to prove my identity.
Another army man kept his hand on my shoulder and asked me about my residence and other details.
“Kya Karen Hamari Bi duty Hai… warna”(We are too bound to discharge our duties), said the army man.
With these words he took my cell phone and kept it in his pocket.
I was taken aside, behind one of the army jeeps, so that I am unable to see my vehicle.
After almost 20 minutes of frisking and harassing, I mustered courage and asked one of the army men why it is taking them such a long time to search my vehicle.
Again, his reply was same “Kyakarenhamari bi duty Hai .... warna”.
However, I was skeptical why the searching of vehicle is taking much time.
From other side of the jeep, as I looked towards my vehicle, I was shocked, as I could not find my vehicle there.
When I enquired about the same, the army man said that my vehicle will be returned soon.
I was worried but more apprehensive. I asked the army man to let me call my parents, as it was late. However, he simply refused.
I was also asked to sit inside the jeep, till my car is returned.
The army man from his personal phone, after talking to someone, assured me that the car will be returned soon.
And around 10:30 pm my vehicle was returned without giving any reasons or details why I was put to such harassment in dead of night.
The question, why army took my car, still haunts me.
During the early years of nineties when I was growing up, on hearing gun shots, I used to run away with my parents, miles away, to save our life.
Three decades down the line, the mindset has changed to such an extent that despite being alone in front of an army jeep, with many army men along with AK-47 standing in front of me in dark, I dared and yelled at them that“you have cheated and deceived me” without fear of any consequences.

SLSA report reveals overcrowding in some prisons

Sep 19: A report of the State Legal Services Authority (SLSA) which was filed before the High Court in response to a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) over mismanagement in jails has revealed that some jails in the state are overcrowded while others have lesser number of prisoners than their capacity.
Secretary SLSA submitted a detailed report over the number of jail inmates in compliance with the Supreme Court directions in response to the Public Interest Litigation (PIL) filed before the High Court. 
As per the report the capacity of jails in Anantnag is 64, but 146 inmates are lodged, in Kupwara against the capacity of 72 the number of those lodged are 90. In Amphalla jail Jammu against the capacity of 398 those who are lodged are 559 and in Koth Balwal 409 inmates remain lodged against the capacity of 735. In Central jail Srinagar against capacity of 364, there are 377 inmates while Udhampur jail has capacity of 234 and number of prisoners is 283 inmates.Prison    
Capacity   
Prisoners
Central Jail Srinagar 
364
377
Anantnag Jail
64
146
Kupwara Jail  
72
90
Amphalla Jail
398                                 
559
Kotbalwal Jail           
735
409
Udhampur Jail          
234
283


The division bench of High Court comprising chief justice Badar Durrez Ahmed and Justice Ali Mohammad Magrey “observed that there is mismanagement in the jails” after they went through the report. Justice Durrez said, “You have capacity in one jail and overcrowding in another. This is a matter of management.’’
The Court was also informed that in Anantnag jail there is no drinking water facility for prisoners and the jail lacks doctors in dispensaries. The Court ordered state to submit a report regarding the deficiencies in jails.
In 2014 the then Chief Justice of India, R.M. Lodha directed Sessions Judges, Chief Judicial Magistrates and Magistrates to visit each jail in their states to release the under-trail prisoners who have completed half of the maximum period of imprisonment except offences like death penalty. In compliance with the directions of Apex Court, the High Court had asked judicial officers to visit every jail in the state in order to identify and release under-trial prisoners. Then the reports were to be filed to the respective State High Courts which were to be submitted to the Supreme Court.
In response to this, High Court’s Registrar General had issued a circular on 12 November 2014, asking all the magistrates, CJMs and the session judges to hold one sitting in a week in each jail to identify such cases after complying with the procedure prescribed under section 436A of the CrpC (central). Under this section under-trial prisoners who suffered detention during the period of investigation, inquiry or trial for one-half of their maximum imprisonment, should be released by the court on personal bond with or without sureties.

GMC bans entry of journalists in hospitals

Sep 26: Four days after an altercation between a female journalist and a surgeon at SMHS Hospital, the administration of Government Medical College (GMC) Srinagar on Tuesday issued an order to ban entry of journalists in all associated hospitals. The order said that the presence of journalists in hospitals was “detrimental to patient care”.
“In the interest of patient care and smooth function of institutions, it is impressed upon all Medical Superintendents of Associated Hospitals that they shouldn’t allow any journalist to enter the wards or operation theatres especially at the time of ward rounds or management of mass casualties,” reads the order issued by Principal and Dean GMC Srinagar, Dr Samia Rashid.
“It has come to the notice of undersigned that press reporters of various news agencies are frequently visiting hospitals and unwarrantedly entering into wards/sections and other critical areas without seeking proper permission from the competent authority, that too during clinical rounds and conducting of investigative procedure, (which hampers doctors) while performing their professional duties, besides patients, too, feel harassed. The undue interference of media personnel is detrimental to the outcome of patient care,” the order further reads.
It said any press briefings “desirable for mass awareness of the public would be conveyed by the Medical Superintendents at an appropriate time.”
Dr Samia told media that she was forced to issue the order after recent incidents of confrontation between doctors and persons “posing as reporters”.
“Everyone has been posing as a journalist these days. They enter critical areas, including operation theaters, with their boots on. They even film patients during surgeries, which is highly unethical because patients also have some kind of privacy,” she said.
She said that some persons posing as journalists even fight with doctors inside wards.
“This has been happening for quite some time. I thought people will mend their ways but they didn’t, so I was forced to issue such an order so that there is no disturbance in the hospital,” she said.
However, she said that Medical Superintendents were at liberty to talk to journalists and give permissions whenever they feel it is appropriate.
“I have authorised Medical Superintendents of GMC Srinagar and associated hospitals to talk to media and issue permits to media for filming inside the hospital,” Dr Samia said.
	While the doctors’ association welcomed the move, the diktat met with strong criticism from many journalists on social media, who termed it “nonsensical” and “unfortunate”.

Farooq Dar was leader of stone-pelters: Dy CM

Sep 27: Deputy Chief Minister Nirmal Singh on Wednesday said that Farooq Ahmad Dar, the civilian who was tied to an army jeep in Budgam on April 9, was a “mastermind and a leader of stone-pelters”.
Singh’s comments come after the Jammu and Kashmir Police said in a report that Dar had gone to cast his vote in the parliamentary by-poll on April 9 and he was a victim of “wrongful confinement”.
“I don’t know about the report,” Nirmal Singh told reporters. “But he was a mastermind and leader of stone-pelters. Though as a government we do not support the means (of a human shield), we support Major Gogoi (army officer who had Farooq Dar tied to the jeep) for making his intentions clear and positive,” Singh said, adding that everything was “fair in love and war”.
“It is a proxy war,” he said of the situation in Kashmir.
The deputy CM was in Delhi to take part in a conference, ‘Peace in Jammu and Kashmir: Challenges and Opportunities’, at Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU).
On the Rohingya issue, Nirmal Singh claimed that they were foreigners who had “illegally” entered India. He said that the Jammu & Kashmir government was taking all steps to remove them.
“They have illegally entered India and have a presence in Jammu and Samba districts. The state is working on shifting them, as there is potential for Pakistan to use them as terrorists,” he said.
In his lecture at the JNU conference, he highlighted the importance of Sufism in Kashmir and how the region was once again moving towards peace. “Sufism is the soul of Kashmir and there are a whole lot of development activities which have gone unheard of,” said Singh, who criticised separatist leaders for complicating issues.
Efforts were being made to revive Sufism and Shaivism in Kashmir which, he said, was the way forward.

SHRC grants Rs 35 lakh compensation to Poonch family

Sep 14: The Jammu and Kashmir State Human Right Commission asked the J&K Government to pay rupees 35 lakh compensation to the Poonch family who lost their seven members in an attack in 1999.
The chief secretary is directed to pay a sum of five lakh rupees in compensation for each of the deaths. SHRC also directed deputy commissioner Poonch to prepare the file of the complaint for payment of rupees 35 lacs.
The case titled Shri Roop Lal S/O Jeewan Dass R/O Village, Mandhar District, Poonch 2010 alleged that in the intervening night of 2nd July 1999, some unknown gunmen barged into the residential house of the complainant and killed his seven family members. The case was listed before the Commission on 11 -09-2017.
The commission in its order stated, “In the present case the Government of J&K has taken seven years and still the Complainant has not been compensated properly .The delay on the part of the government itself will amount to a glaring violation of human rights.
After carefully scrutinizing the material available on the record the commission is satisfied that the complaint has made out a good case for grant of compensation to the tune of Rs 35 lakh.”
Going through the material available on the record, the commission observed that the complainant had been provided ext-gratia relief of Rs one lakh and none of the family members were eligible and qualified (for a government job).
The commission further observed that it was “absolutely unfortunate on the aspect that the attack was engineered by armed militants who entered in the house of the complainant and killed seven members of family”.

In Rajouri, army gives weapons training to students
Armed rallies in Jammu 

On September 16, the Indian Army trained students in “use and functions of weapons” as a part of the self defense training in areas living along the Line of Control in Rajouri district. While a week later armed rallies were taken out in Jammu. 
The students were taught the use and functions of weapons displayed at an event held at the Indian Army’s Kalidhar Bridge station at Bakhar-Sunderbani area, an army officer told PTI.
“Students, including a large number of girls from various government schools, participated in the event and learnt about the basics of self-defence,” he said.
MLA Nowshera, Ravinder Raina, who was the chief guest along with Colonel Ameet Singh of Kalidhar Bridge, said that the students were given detailed briefing about the weapons, their uses and functions.
Raina highlighted the role of the Indian Army and said that if there had been no army on the borders, “Pakistani militants would have killed all the people in Jammu and Kashmir”.
“Our army is our saviour and we salute the sacrifices made by the jawans of Indian Army in safeguarding the nation,” he said.
Raina said the army didn’t not only give “a befitting reply” to Pakistan at the international border and the Line of Control (LoC), it was also providing many facilities to poor people through its ‘Operation Sadbhavana’ in rural and backward areas of J&K.
 	Urging students to “develop a sense of nationalism”, Colonel Ameet Singh said that the “nation came first for the army, whose supreme duty was to work for the betterment” of India. He also motivated students to “join the Indian Army” to serve India.
On September 23, armed rallies were taken out on in Jammu to mark the 122nd birth anniversary of the state’s last Dogra autocrat Maharaja Hari Singh.
Several groups of youth, some armed with swords and licensed guns, rallied through the city on motorcycles and four wheelers, raising slogans against the PDP-BJP government.

Soldiers seen desecrating militants’ bodies in video

Sep 15:A video went viral on social media that shows army soldiers standing with their feet upon the bodies of Lashkar militants Abu Ismail and Abu Qasim after the duo was killed in Nowgam area of Srinagar on Thursday. The video, which appeared on social media on Thursday evening, shows the army soldiers posing for pictures with their feet upon the bodies of the slain militants. The video was probably shot by one of soldiers who was part of the team that killed the militants.
According to Article 16 of the 1949 Geneva Convention: “As far as military considerations allow, each party to the conflict shall facilitate the steps taken … to protect [the killed] against … ill-treatment.” Article 34(1) of the 1977 Additional Protocol I of the convention provides: “The remains of persons who have died for reasons related to occupation or in detention resulting from occupation or hostilities … shall be respected”.
Army spokesman Colonel Rajesh Kalia told Kashmir Reader that the army has taken cognisance of the incident and action is being taken against the soldiers involved.
“We have taken cognisance of it and suitable action is being taken against the involved,” Kalia said.

No information about Koul Commission report: MHA

Sep 27: The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has said that it has no information about the recommendation submitted by Koul Commission that was constituted by NC-Congress coalition government to probe the civilian killings of over 120 youth in Kashmir during 2010 unrest.
In response to an application filed under Right to Information (RTI) act by Kashmiri social activist, M M Shujah, the MHA has said that: “the information sought about Koul Commission is not available with us and therefore, the information may please be treated as NIL.”
The applicant had sought replies to different questions including ‘whether the state Government shared the Koul Commission report with New Delhi and why it was not made public. He had also asked whether the Koul Commission recommendation will be implemented in letter and spirit or not.
The one-man judicial Commission was appointed on June 19, 2014, to investigate the civilian killings. The Commission had submitted its report to Chief Minister, Mehbooba Mufti, after two long years in December 2016.
The 320-page report makes several recommendations and has prescribed different standard operating procedures while dealing with law and order situations. The Commission had delayed its report and it was only after the repeated reminders by the government that it submitted the report to the government.

Militarization
· 
· Army’s Warfare School coming up without permission in Sonamarg’
Sep 08:Jammu and Kashmir government informed the High Court that a High Altitude Warfare School (HAWS) is being set up by Army without permission in tourist resort Sonamarg even as the Court directed the Army to produce the permission documents before it on September 11.
While chief executive officer Sonamarg Development Authority told a division bench of Chief Justice Badar Durrez Ahmed and Justice Ali Muhammad Magrey that the Army is raising constriction of HAWS unauthorisedly and without permission from BOCA at Nilgrath in Sonamarg, assistant solicitor general Tahir Shamsi said Army has a permission for construction of the same.
The bench was hearing a Public Interest Litigation against vandalizing of Sonamarg health resort. 
SDA has sought directions for demolition of the construction, saying the area in which it is being set up falls under its jurisdiction. 
CEO of SDA today told the court that Army does not allow the Authority to have on spot inspection of HAWS.  “They don’t allow us to enter their premises. They raise the constructions without permission” he told the court.  
	“Notice under Section 7 of Control of Building Operation Act was issued to the respondents (Army) but no positive response was received from them and they are continuing with the construction of HAWS without obtaining permission,” said the SDA.   
As soon as the PIL came up for hearing, the bench examined the maps it had directed the concerned authorities to produce before court. “Don’t vandalize Sonamarg. Save it,” the court observed, after examining the maps.   
The court observed that plotting has been done in the meadow of Sonamarg on one side of the road leading to Leh. “Plotting means constructions will come in the area. If this area goes entire Sonamarg will go. Save it,” the CJ remarked.  
The High Court has already banned construction activity in Sonamarg after it revived a related Public Interest Litigation which it had already disposed.
· One time rich orchardists fighting hard for survival
‘Army neither vacates our land nor paying us rent'
Sep 20: Twenty seven years ago when the farmers in the district knew nothing other than paddy cultivation, the residents of Donipawa village located at a distance of just one km from district headquarter Anantnag would earn huge profits out of apple growing on their fertile horticulture land.
Nearly three decades later when the apple industry has emerged as one of the biggest industries and farmers are turning to this profitable farming in every corner of the valley, the one time rich orchardists of the village are fighting it hard for survival. Reason, the continuous occupation of their fertile horticulture land by the army.
Ghulam Mohiudin Bhat had around 14 kanals of land at the famous Karewa, Khurmain Donipawa near High-ground. Each kanal of the land before being occupied by the army would produce quality apples and almonds worth over one lakh rupees. "When the economic conditions of farmers in rest of the district were pathetic we used to earn lakhs of rupees out of apple cultivation. Every farmer here used to engage at least four laborers on daily basis during the entire harvesting season. But the army occupation of our land has jolted our economy to the hilt," Bhat said.
Bhat who used to provide livelihood to hundreds of labourers during the harvesting season is now managing the livelihood of his entire family with Rs 4000 he draws as salary from a private school. "I was a landlord and would give livelihood to hundreds but army's occupation of my apple producing land has left me with no option but to seek job in a private school. If I won't teach in a private school my family will starve," Bhat said. 
More than 2000 kanals of land are under the occupation of Rashtriya Rifles in the area since 1990. In the famous Khuriman Karewa only around 1000 kanals is the proprietary land belonging to the people of Donipawa. Hundreds of kanals of private land held by the army for around three decades falls in Fatehgarh and High ground areas adjacent to the Karewa. 
Another resident, Mohammad Shafi Bhat whose 10 kanals of rich apple producing land is held by the army since 27 years is now stitching clothes for the survival of his family. "The army had first set up a camp on state land. As the years passed they started building bunkers and other tin structures on private land as well. For first few years villagers would visit their land despite the army's presence there. Later when army started harassing and beating those visiting their orchards people stopped going there. Hoping against hope that army would vacate our land I waited for at least five years but after realising that they are not going to vacate I took to tailoring for my family's survival," Shafi said.
Many people including the young boys in the village are doing menial jobs to earn their living as their fertile horticulture land remains under the occupation of army with no rent being paid to them. 
"There is hardly any family in the village whose land is free from occupation. You can see both the middle aged and young boys of the village doing daily wage labour for their living. Many young people died during stone quarrying here," Shafi rued. 
The village, another resident said, would have been economically very sound had army not occupied their land. 
The army ironically is not providing any rent to the landowners. Though the villagers have formed a committee which is pursuing the case for approval and release of rent in favour of hundreds of land owners of the village but the residents say, army is causing unnecessary delay in finalising the case.
"Since 2008 when we formed a committee to plead the case we have been moving around the offices of the top revenue officials and army officers concerned but ten years have elapsed but the army has not cleared our rent case. We had somehow managed to get our file cleared from the revenue department but the army’s response to our case is such as if we are begging them for some favor," head of the committee Ghulam Mohammad Bhat said.
He said that the file is now pending with the Director Defence Estates. "They are now telling us that it will take few more months for screening in the office and after screening the file will be returned to DC Anantnag. One wonders as to why army is not even ready to pay us the rent for our land out of which we would have made our fortunes in the last 27 years," Bhat said.
Government officials said they are looking into the matter.

Officially Stated
· 
· Stone-pelting incidents have almost ended in Kashmir because of army's action: Gen Rawat
Sep 10: Army Chief General Bipin Rawat said that the situation in Kashmir was “comparatively better now” following anti-militancy operations.
	He said stone-pelting incidents in Kashmir have almost ended because of the army’s actions, reported Business Standard.
The Army Chief was in Ghazipur to attend the ceremony of Abdul Hamid.
On the question of stone-pelting incidents, he said that such incidents have almost ended because of the army's actions.
"The stone-pelting has almost ended, because we have been successful in ending their operation," he told reporters.
The Army Chief assured that the situation in Kashmir is comparatively better now, and may not demand a surgical strike in near future.
"The condition in Kashmir is improving if you compare it with the situation during January and February. People there have understood that surgical strikes only end up disrupting the lives," said General Rawat.
· ‘Since 2010, 230 Kashmiri militants, their wives and 88 children returned home via Nepal’
Sep 17: As many as 230 former Kashmiri militants, based in Pakistan and Pakistan administered Kashmir, have returned home through the Indo-Nepal border since 2010.
Also, their spouses and 88 children have come along with them.
The former militants, their spouses and children did not have travel documents while entering India. Security agencies detained them upon ascertaining their real identities, a home ministry official old media requesting anonymity.
They were released only after a vigorous checking of their backgrounds, past activities and following judicial process.
· Police made 1059 PSA dossiers in past 3 years
Highest in 2016; 208 cases returned by district magistrates
Sep 23: In the past three years, the police have prepared 1059 dossiers to detain people under the controversial Public Safety Act, which allows authorities to imprison a person for up to six months without trial.
The highest number (812) of PSA dossiers was created by the police in 2016, which witnessed a nearly six-month-long uprising in the wake of the killing of Hizb commander Burhan Wani.
	During the previous two years the police had submitted 157 (in 2015) and 90 (in 2014) dossiers to the district magistrates concerned for approval. Also, 58 dossiers of these years are pending with district magistrates.
	Under the law, the district magistrates and divisional commissioners are the authorities who can approve of or reject the police dossiers.


CRPF Constable commits suicide in Pampore

Sep 29: A Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) Constable Friday committed suicide at Grid Station Pampore by shooting himself with his rifle.
Head Constable GD A. K. Dass of E/110 Battalion of CRPF posted at Grid station committed suicide by his service Insas Rifle, a police official told media.
The reason behind the suicide was not known.
Police have registered a case in this regard.



	Date 
	Armed Forces
	Militants
	Civilians

	Sep 01
	2
	-
	-

	Sep 02
	-
	1
	-

	Sep 03
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 04
	-
	3
	-

	Sep 05
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 06
	--
	-
	-

	Sep 07
	-
	-
	1

	Sep 08
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 09
	1
	1
	-

	Sep 10
	-
	2
	-

	Sep 11
	-
	2
	-

	Sep 12
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 13
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 14
	-
	2
	-

	Sep 15
	1
	-
	-

	Sep 16
	-
	2
	-

	Sep 17
	-
	-
	1

	Sep 18
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 19
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 20
	2
	-
	-

	Sep 21
	-
	-
	2

	Sep 22
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 23
	--
	-
	-

	Sep 24
	-
	3
	-

	Sep 25
	-
	1
	-

	Sep 26
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 27
	1
	-
	1

	Sep 28
	-
	-
	-

	Sep 29
	1
	-
	-

	Sep 30
	-
	-
	-

	Total 
	8
	17
	5

	                                                                Total 
	30 Killings 




Chronology of Incidents
Sep 01: An Assistant Sub Inspector (ASI) of J&K police was killed and three cops injured when militants attacked their police vehicle near Pantha Chowk area in outskirts of Srinagar while a BSF officer was killed in Pakistani troops firing in Krishna Ghati (KG) sector of Poonch district.
Sep 02: One militant of LET killed in an encounter with armed forces in South Kashmir’s Kulgam district. Police have identified the militant as Ishfaq Ahmad Padder, a resident of Manchewa Yaripora area of Kulgam district. While at various places after Idd prayers people held protest demonstrations. 
Sep 03: No incident of violence reported. 
Sep 04: Two HM militants were killed in an encounter with the armed forces in north Kashmir Sopore area of Baramulla district. The slain militants were identified as Pervaiz Ahmed Wani of Galoor, Handwara and Naeem Ahmed Najar son of Ghulam Hassan Najar of Sehlpora Brad Sopore. While BSF claimed it foiled a bid by a group of militants to cross over to this side of J&K in Arnia belt of Jammu district, killing an infiltrator who climbed over the border fence. In Qazirgund in south Kashmir, four CRPF men were injured in a grenade attack by suspected militants. 
Sep 05: The government forces launched a major cordon and search operation in a cluster of seven villages in Shopian district but there was no contact with militants.
Sep 06: Suspected militants hurled a hand grenade on police station Shopian which didn’t explode. While gunshots were heard in Panjar village of Shopian near a security post meant for Sikh community. The police said there the exchange of fire took place between militants and armed forces. As many as four persons were injured in clashes with armed forced at Belon village of Shopian during CASO. 
Sep 07: A civilian was killed while 18 others, including a traffic policeman, sustained injuries in a grenade explosion at Jehangir Chowk in the heart of Srinagar city, police said. The deceased civilian was identified as Maqsood Ahmed Shah son of Ali Muhammad of Budgam district. While two army porters were injured in cross LOC shelling along the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir’s Poonch district.
Sep 08: Six policemen including a DySP were injured during protests over the persecution of Rohingya Muslims in Lal Chowk, Anantnag in south Kashmir. Protests were took place across Jammu and Kashmir post Friday prayers to commend persecution of Rohingya Muslims, at various places clashes between forces and protesters took place, when the demonstrators were prevent from protesting. 
Sep 09: A policeman was killed and another injured in a militant attack in south Kashmir’s Anantnag town. While two soldiers and a civilian were injured in cross LOC firing in Keran sector of Kupwara district.  In another cross LOC shelling in Poonch a 22-year-old boy was injured. While an HM militant Shahid Ahmad Sheikh of Kachloo, Qaziabad was killed in an encounter with forces in Reban area of Sopore in north Kashmir. In view of the top pro-freedom leadership’s Delhi visit to court arrest before NIA office authorities imposed restrictions in downtown Srinagar and detained the leaders. 
Sep 10: The encounter that began September 9 evening at Barbug village in Shopian’s Imam Sahib area ended with the killing of two LET militants and the arrest of a third. The slain militants were identified as Tariq Ahmad Bhat, a resident of Barbug, and Altaf Ahmad Rather of Awneera and the arrested militant was identified as Adil Hussain Dar, resident of Chitipora in Shopian. At least three IED blasts were used by the forces to raze the one-storey house where militants were trapped. A drone camera was also used to locate the militant who was hiding inside it. In view of the Rajnath Singh’s visit authorities imposed restrictions in downtown Srinagar. 
Sep 11: Two militants of the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen were killed in a brief exchange of gunfire with armed forces, in the wee hours of September 11, in Khodweni area of Kulgam district. The slain militants have been identified as Sayar Ahmad Wani of Wanpora, Qaimoh, and Dawood Ilahi Khan of Howura Mishpora — in Kulgam district. Police claimed an Over Ground Worker (OGW), Arif Sofi, was apprehended by the forces from the site of the encounter. 
Sep 12: Armed forces laid CASO in villages of Tral in south Kashmir. 
Sep 13: In cross LOC shelling in Poonch district five persons were injured including 2 BSF jawans. While a cop was injured when his service rifle goes off accidently in Ganderbal area. 
Sep 14: Two LeT militants were killed in an encounter with armed forces at Nowgam, on the outskirts of Srinagar, The slain were identified as Lashkar commander Abu Ismail and the other as Abu Qasim alias Chota Qasim. While five persons, including two BSF soldiers, were injured in firing and shelling by Pakistani troops in violation of ceasefire along the International Border (IB) and the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Poonch districts of Jammu and Kashmir 
Sep 15: A BSF soldier was killed and a civilian was injured in cross border shelling in Arin sub sector along the International Border (IB) in Jammu district. 
Sep 16: The army claimed to have killed two non-local militants in Machil village in north Kashmir’s Kupwara district along the Line of Control while militants were infiltrating into Kashmir. 
Sep 17: A woman was killed and five other civilians injured in cross border shelling along the International Border in Jammu district. The deceased was identified as Ratno Devi.
Sep 18: The cross border shelling continues in Arnia sector along LOC in Jammu district.  
Sep 19: No incident of violence reported. 
Sep 20: An army soldier was killed during exchange of firing between India and Pakistan forces along the Line of Control in north Kashmir’s Keran village in Kupwara, police reports said. While a paramilitary Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) trooper was killed and another was injured in a militant attack in Banihal area of Ramban district of Jammu.
Sep 21: Two civilians were killed and as many as thirty five persons were injured in a Grenade blast hurled by unknown persons followed by the pellet shelling by the army forces in Tral. The grenade was hurled on senior PDP minister Naeem Akhtar’s motorcade when it was passing by the bus stand in Tral town.  The deceased were identified as teenage girl and a 70-year-old man resident of Tral.No organization claimed grenade attack, however, police blamed militants for the attack. There were reports that after the grenade explosion armed forces fired pellets in which many people were injured. While three persons were injured in cross LOC shelling along international border in Jammu and Samba districts. 
Sep 22: The continuous cross LOC shelling forced people living near border to flee in Jammu, Samba and Poonch districts. Tral area observed a strike to mourn the death of civilians killed in a grenade attack on September 21.
Sep 23: Two BSF soldiers and five civilians were injured in cross LOC shelling along Jammu, Samba and Poonch district. 
Sep 24: Three unidentified militants were killed while an army soldier and four civilians were injured during an encounter between army and militants in Uri area of Baramulla district. In a different incident, five civilians were injured in a grenade explosion at main chowk Sopore, which according to police was lobbed at CRPF camp there.  
Sep 25: The army claimed to have killed one more unidentified militant in Kalgay area of Uri along the Line of Control in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district.
Sep 26: The unidentified militant killed on September 25 was identified as a top militant commander and most wanted militant Qayoom Najar, alias Ishfaq of Mumkak area of Sopore. Qayoom was one of the longest surviving militant who escaped from forces dragnet on several occasions.  The slain militant was associated with Lashker-e-Islam. 
Sep 27: Suspected militants shot dead a BSF soldier at his home and also fired upon his brother at Hajin area of Bandipora. While a youth from Tral in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district who had been critically injured in the grenade blast of September 21 succumbed to his injuries at Srinagar’s Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS). With his demise, the death toll in the Tral grenade attack has risen to three. The deceased was identified as Mushtaq Ahmad Shiekh (35), son of Ghulam Mohi ud Din, resident of Tral-e-Payeen. In cross LOC shelling, two civilians were injured in firing and shelling in Poonch and Rajouri sectors of Jammu and Kashmir.
Sep 28: There is no let-up in the braid cutting incidents with more occurrences reported from Anantnag, Kulgam, Budgam and Bandipora districts.
Sep 29: A CRPF constable shot himself to death with his service rifle during duty in Pampore area of south Kashmir’s Pulwama district, police said. While police on Friday imposed strict restrictions in various parts of Srinagar to prevent Shia Muslims from taking out a Muharram procession in the civil lines areas. Police detained several youth to ‘maintain law and order situation’. “The decision of not allowing the procession was taken by the state authorities in a meeting on September 28 night. While a youth was critically injured after being hit by pellets in Srinagar on Friday during clashes with armed forces. Reports said that a youth, identified as Mudasir Beigh, was hit by pellets in his body when intense clashes erupted between protestors and government forces in Nowhatta area of Old Srinagar, which houses the historic Jamia Masjid. In Shopian, army restored to aerial firing after their vehicles were hurled with stones in Shopian market. Eyewitness told media that army vehicles were hurled stones at Court Road Shopian soon after the Friday prayers. “They (Army) retaliated with aerial firing, arrested a civilian, beat several people and damaged property of several roadside vendors,” they said.
Sep 30: Fresh incidents of braid chopping, which has triggered fear among the local population, lead to protests in many areas.
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