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[bookmark: _GoBack]Kashmiri Diaspora have failed Kashmiris
We have failed to estimate the exact number of Kashmiri diaspora. The highest expatriate in any country are Indians there are 15 million Indian expatriate outside India, alone in US there are 3.59 million. They are the soft power of India. They are in wall  street academia and politics. The highest Kashmiri diaspora is in UK mostly from Pakistan administrated Kashmir. The six MPs of the House of Commons are Kashmiris besides two lords. The Kashmiri diaspora from Indian occupied Kashmir (OIK) are limited. There are scattered diaspora in other European countries and US. The Kashmiri diaspora in Gulf countries is significant but they are unable to carry out the political activism, which is strictly barred in these countries.  Comparing to Palestine which has over 5 million diaspora all around the world and are very active for highlighting the Palestinian issue before the world they are well entrenched, well co-ordinated and have been lobbying with the International Civil Society groups for extending the support to the Palestinian cause under the International Palestinan solidarity. The Kashmiri diaspora (OIK) gets activised only when situation gets worse in Kashmir like early 90’s everybody had joined the band wagon. In   2008, 2010, 2016 mass uprising they are seen holding protest in Europe and in different parts of US and when things get “normalized” they also get de-activised. It is the emotional outburst but it lacks the sustain strategy for pre-emptive measures. The basis reason is the lack of the commitments to the cause of Kashmir. There have been groups who have shown exemplary determination in US or in UK for highlighting the Kashmir issue and suppression of Kashmiris there and genuinely an efforts have been made to do something for the Kashmir cause including the Philanthropist activity.  
One case is well known to as the nationalist group of doctors from US from their own resources  intended to establish a charitable hospital in Kashmir where they could provide free medical assistance to the victims of conflict or down trodden sections. The land was purchased by them but the govt. didn’t provide the registration and didn’t allow the Kashmiri diaspora’s to run the hospital. Frustrated the section of doctors had to re-sold the land and the plan was wind up. The govt. of India is thoroughly scrutinizing the people behind these initiative and after cross checking and convinced people are a-Political or status-quo allow NRI to operate like one US based relief and rehabilitation trust is operating freely on Kashmir. Indian govt. will not allow the non-Indian Kashmiri diaspora to provide Philanthropist work in Kashmir which the diaspora from other side would be willing to do so. During 2016 after the blinding’s by pellet guns they tried to support the pallet victims by providing them medical treatment was made by non-NRI Kashmiris but govt. refused. The majority of the Kashmiri diaspora have superficial commitment they hesitate to come on streets for protest whenever they are requested by the activist groups there with on or the other protests but are swarming to go for the social gatherings. The Kashmiri initiative abroad are on human rights are unfortunately mostly controlled by the Pakistani govt. there by the genuine activists have no place in these spaces they are receiving the resources from the Pakistani govt. and therefore there is a political interferences in these Pak Sponsored Kashmir resource centers. The things are not done in a professional manner. It is all superficial and lacks the soul behind any movement. There they are also not being taking them seriously in these countries. Unprofessional and political appointments lack zeal to highlight the unabated Human Rights violation in KMR to the civil society groups in Europe they work like employees and focus more on their political connections then to lobby. They are not attached with the ground realities only at one occasion one group in Belgium was successful in getting European Parliament Resolution 2008 on mass graves which was very useful lobbing with that group. 

There is no activism on social media and no effective and sustained campaign for mobilizing the civil society of Europe to engage them on the Kashmir situation. These groups are more active in conferences and seminars with rhetoric but not in moulding the public opinion for which facts commitments are needed which they lack both. It is tragedy that the systematic and institution repression constituting the war crimes and the war against humanity in the era of globalization could be highlighted and public opinion could have been moulded but it has failed. Are not proportionately highlighted and definitely it will mould the public opinion there.


JKCCS seminar in memory of Pandit Raghunath Vaishnavi 

The Informative Missive 	1 	August 2017

On August 19, Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) organized an annual talk themed “Many Shades of Kashmir Resistance: Reflections on Emerging Trends in the Political Theatre and the Agency of Peoples’ Struggles” in memory of Pandit Raghunath Vaishnavi to highlight his contributions and to discuss current Kashmir situation. Earlier, in  July 2014, JKCCS was barred from organizing the programme as the local hotel management, where the programme was scheduled, was directed by police not to allow the programme. However, this year, the programme went smoothly in a local hotel at Srinagar attended by members from different sections of society filling the hall of. The talk couldn’t be possible in 2015 and 2016 due to floods and mass agitation respectively. 
A brief about Late Ragunath Vaishnavi: Ragunath was an advocate of equal rights for all peoples in Jammu and Kashmir regardless of their social, religious or economic backgrounds. He was a firm believer of democracy that does not stifle dissent and an outspoken critique of government for undemocratic governance. He was also the editor of Jamhoor, an Urdu weekly. Pt. Vashnavi was jailed seven times for his steadfast commitment to the rights of people and was a radical humanist. The Pt. Rughonath Vashnavi Annual Talk was being organized in order to understand the contributions of Pt. Vaishnavi, to understand Kashmir history and politics and enquire on lessons that could be learnt from the life of Pt. Vashnavi and other countless and nameless political activists who were at the forefront of what was seen by the state and other powerful forces as radical political activity and also in order to foster a new kind of intellectual discourse not limited to scholars and academicians alone but to the youth of Kashmir.[image: ]
Anuradha Bhasin delivering talk on Ragunath Vaishnavi

	Speaking on the occasion JKCCS President and renowned human rights lawyer, Parvez Imroz in the introductory address highlighted the role of Pandit Raghonath Vishnavi toward “Kashmir’s resistance movement”.
“Vaishnavi was a radical humanist associated with the Kashmir’s freedom struggle for which he went to jail and had to bear numerous hardships,” he said.
Senior journalist and peace activist, Anuradha Bhasin Jamwal who was the key speaker on the occasion started her lecture with the sentence that “state is provoking people to use of guns”.
 “Kashmiris are caught between India and Pakistan, and the two would use the violent resistance to their advantage,” said Jamwal, the Executive Editor of Kashmir Times.
Anuradha Bhasin said that the RSS inspired BJP is a totalitarian regime which wishes to target not just its political adversaries and critics but also eliminate and annihilate categories of communities, which they feel cannot be integrated into their ideal political system.” Kashmir fits the bill. It wants to create a Hindutva Rashtra. Kashmir is both a project of long cherished idea of changing its demography and suppressing its Muslim population as well as a means to achieve its larger ambition to turn India into a Hindu Rashtra. A chaotic, violent and unstable Kashmir serves that end. BJP successfully employs far more brutal methods of suppressing Kashmiris, ably uses the Kashmir discourse of militarism, exaggerating the threat of ‘an enemy’ and demonization of Kashmiris through its multiple levels of propaganda machinery for harnessing votes, capturing power and enlarging its footprints across India,” she said.
The executive editor said militarisation, repression were already existing. “Impunity was exercised but mostly through denials. Now it has assumed a bold and brazen form – the admission of torture comes with a sense of pride – the case of Farooq Dar, the human shield illustrates this very well. Pellets gun discourse….Torture is celebrated. Critique of armed forces is treated akin to blasphemy and all rational questions stonewalled by equating soldier to the highest pedestal of ultra-nationalism and jingoism. Do they even care about the soldiers,” she added.
Anuradha Bhasin stated that centre’s present Kashmir strategy is based on complete battle formation, rutlessness, maligning, media control, weakening the enemy-from corrupting them to vilifying them, make all attempts to foreclose spaces of peaceful dissent and silence rational voices and attack by provocation.
She viewed that it is not only important to carry on resistance struggles, it is also important how these resistance movements are carried out. Means to ends are just as significant. 
“In that respect, Kashmir imbues with optimism. The resilience of the people and their constant struggles for years deserve salutations. There are many shades and forms of resistance in Kashmir. If we go by the Indian media, specially electronic media, the only resistance that exists in Kashmir assumes a violent form. Stone pelting and arms wielding youth have become the defining images of Kashmir’s war against Indian state and all attempts are made to obliterate the difference between stone pelters, militants and those who dissent as agents or supporters – brand and bracket everybody as terrorist and religious radical and an agent of some vested interest, particularly Pakistan,” Anuradha said.
She observed that the element of religion and vested interest cannot be totally ruled out. “Though not totally driven or caused by religion, shades of religion have been part of the dispute since decades. Religion, whether it is a conscious attempt by some or simply a means to generate more steam, has been used by armed insurgents. Slogans and use of mosques are an example. It is also possible that money and religion is in circulation to mobilize larger crowds to some extent. But this cannot be the absolute truth, not the core truth either. This can only be a sub-set of a larger picture” Anuradha said. 
She said the angry youth of the Valley are labelled ‘miscreants’ instigated by “Pakistan” and “militant groups”. “Theories are being pedalled that those who pick up stones on the streets are getting money to do so. Who would be prepared to get killed for 500 rupees or even more? Whose agent is Insha Malik or Reyaz, the ATM guard or five year old children who have been blinded by pellets. There are cases where peaceful marches have also been met with brutal military action. Security personnel and police are accused of gunning down passersby, shooting at ambulances, entering people’s homes and killing or injuring them. If people come out on roads with stones or decide to pick up arms, they are inspired by their own oppression, political aspirations, history of an unsettled dispute and anger against increasing brutality and the frustration caused by the helpless and choked atmosphere they find themselves in. The more Kashmir Valley gasps for breath, the more Indian government is making attempts to throttle it. Choking a place with a huge population can kill, maim people, not wish away a crisis; much less solve a problem. Instead, it will only inspire a backlash, angry outbursts and promote more violence and chaos that will eventually have a spill-over effect,” Anuradha said.
According to her, armed struggle in Kashmir was not born in vacuum. In 1990s, it was a reaction to years of electoral fraud and unfulfilled promises or erosion of autonomy.
No space for peaceful resistance – targeted in various ways, protests have been ruthlessly crushed, events have not been allowed to happen.
“All forms of protests and resistance are not violent in nature. Peaceful sit-ins and marches are being organized by civil society groups. Peaceful protests are significant indicators of the desires, aspirations and under-pinnings of a society. Nonviolent struggles tend to favour democratic principles and practices, because the technique involves the joint participation of various organisations and institutions throughout a society. They are decentralized in structure and involve voluntary participation revealing a strength of commitment. In a nonviolent campaign, no one can order or command someone else to endure the penalties. However, a sit-in or candle light vigil by members of a civil society organisation in a free and liberal democratic system takes on entirely different implications when staged under an authoritarian regime, where political space is extremely limited. Although the method itself is simple, the results of a sit-in under militarized spaces produce harsh reprisals and repercussions,” she said.
Referring to advantages of peaceful resistance, Anuradha said it helps create space for exchange of ideas (not at larger public level but in smaller groups), exchange of knowledge encourages enquiry and enquiry creates constant engagement with issue and sketches a vision for future. She said words wield a certain power. “Writing narratives, journalists unearthing stories, writing books, documenting violations – to inform and create a pool of knowledge – Kashmir’s literature is evolving….Talking – workshops, linking every issue to conflict transformation message – every issue is political,” she said.
About expression through art, the human rights activist said expressions can be articulated in more creative ways by some. “Art forms are known to be the best and most powerful tools of resistance. In any resistance struggle, poets, writers, thinkers, philosophers and fiction writers have known to inspire movements and struggles. French revolution inspired by thinkers and philosophers like Montesquieu, Voltaire and Rousseau. And French revolution inspired many other revolutions across Europe and later the world. Tolstoy was a great source of inspiration during Bolshevik revolution,” she said. 
Anuradha said strategies are important. “We are dealing with an exceptional situation, a state that is becoming more and more totalitarian shedding even the pretence of democracy. Strategies need to be picked up carefully and thoughtfully, ones that are beneficial for sustenance of society as well as resistance in the long term. But peaceful resistances pave way for knowledge, enquiry and vision. Since I don’t see much hope in the near future, all the more reason for its sustenance and strength and for sketching a vision of the future. It is unlikely that the state in its present form would in any way be moved by any peaceful forms of resistance. There are indeed limitations. But the idea is to hold on and wait for the opportune time. Sooner or later, there would be a shift in politics in India, in sub-continent and who knows in a world of quick twists and turns at the global level, there may be a tectonic shift that is favourable. Resistance movement needs to be strengthened to strike at that moment,” she said.
She was also critical of the “Facebook warriors” saying that a number of Kashmiris who were living in places other than Kashmir or had nothing at stake and not getting affected themselves were the ones glorifying the armed resistance.
The programme was moderated by Irfan Meraj.

APDP Commemorates International Day of Disappeared

August 30: To commemorate the International Day of the Disappeared, members of Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) assembled at Srinagar Muncipal Park, a local park, to mark the day. The day was commemorated across the globe to invite the attention towards the phenomenon of enforced disappearances. In Kashmir, relatives of desaparecidos travelled from different district to take part in the protest programme to press for their demands inter alia to provide whereabouts of over eight thousand disappeared people since 1989. During the sit in APDP calls on global civil society and the international human rights watchdogs that the phenomenon of enforced disappearance must end in Jammu and Kashmir and the perpetrators of disappearances must be brought to justice.
	A social networking solidarity campaign was also launched with people expressing their solidarity with the association, which is relentlessly campaigning against the phenomenon for over two decades. 	 
	To cover the event different media organizations, visited the park to have interviews of the relatives to further highlight this painful issue affecting thousands of families and children of the disappeared.  
	APDP’s legal adviser Parvez Imroz and Khurram Parvez, chairpersons Asian Federation Against Involuntary and Enforced Disappearance (AFAD) was also part of the protest. As of now, different J&K governments came up with various contradictory figures about ‘missing persons’ which speak of its sheer non-seriousness towards the issue.[image: ]Relatives of desaparecidos and civil society activists during sit in


On the occasion, the APDP released a press statement the full text of which is below incorporated.
On the International Day of the Disappeared, Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) seeks to draw attention to the continued practice of enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions of Kashmiris with impunity in Jammu and Kashmir. Over the past three decades, more than 8,000 persons have been subjected to enforced or involuntary disappearances.
The practice of enforced disappearances in Kashmir, however, had seen a considerable decline during the last decade but since last year the practice seems to have resurfaced in Kashmir. Since last year, there has been a significant increase in the abduction of civilians who after forced disappearances are being killed extra-judicially; At least eight such incidents have been reported across Jammu and Kashmir since more than a year, while one among the eight victims still remains missing. Recently, a college student from Handwara area of north Kashmir was killed in a fake encounter subsequent to his disappearance and was branded as a foreign militant by the army. In another such incident from north Kashmir’s Bandipora district, a headless body of a 25-year-old youth was recovered from a river subsequent to his disappearance on 27th August 2017. APDP is gravely concerned about the spike in extra-judicial killings of people subsequent to their disappearance. The association strongly condemns such systematic acts of violence against civilians.
Today when the whole world commemorates the victims of enforced disappearances, APDP would like to bring the attention of the global community – not only on the issue of more than 8,000 cases of enforced disappearances in Kashmir – but also on the existence of 7,000+ unknown, unmarked and mass graves. The government continues to be reluctant in carrying out investigations into the enforced disappearances and the existence of unmarked and mass graves, despite the recommendation from the international institutions like European Union [In 2008 EU passed a resolution against unmarked and mass graves in Kashmir] Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, etc as well as from the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC), a government body, which recommended for a comprehensive forensic examination in 2011 into all the unmarked and mass graves in Jammu and Kashmir. It is also worthwhile to note here that SHRC recently directed the state that mass graves being a sensitive issue, any Additional Advocate General from the state should appear to assist the commission.
It is pertinent to mention that from last two year the Spanish government has begun a process of exhuming and investigating mass graves in a search for disappeared victims of the country’s civil war [1936-1939] and Franco’s regime. The government of Spain has also enacted a law titled “Law of Historical Memory”. If the governments like Spain can take remedial measures and investigate mass graves, why can’t government of India in order to ascertain the fate of more than 8000 disappeared persons initiate such a similar process of investigating unknown, unmarked and mass graves in Jammu and Kashmir.
Indian government claiming itself the largest democracy and striving for new India, has failed in investigating human rights abuses, prosecuting perpetrators and providing truth, justice, and reparation to the victim human rights in Jammu and Kashmir. The recent shocking verdict of Armed Forces Tribunal on Machil fake encounter case has created fear and dismay among the family members of the disappeared. The tribunal has suspended the life sentence of the five perpetrators of Indian Army, who were convicted by army’s General Court Martial in 2014. The Machil fake encounter was a high profile case in which three youth subsequent their disappearance were killed by Army in a fake encounter in 2010 and were branded as foreign terrorists. The killings triggered mass agitation across Kashmir which led to the killing of around 125 civilians in government forces action. Machil was the rarest of rare cases of enforced disappearance or fake encounter in Kashmir wherein guilty armed forces were convicted under their own Court Martial. The dismissal of their sentence by the Tribunal perpetuates the existing culture of impunity for protecting the perpetrators of enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions in Jammu and Kashmir. By doing so, the political and military leadership of India want to boost the morale of the army in Jammu and Kashmir and the verdict carries out the message that there exists no accountability for violating human rights.
This year in the month of May, the Indian human right record was under the spotlight of Universal Periodic Review [UPR] of the United Nations Human Right Council [UNHRC], many of the member states of UNHRC during the review recommended India for the ratification of International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, which India signed in 2007. In spite of repeated recommendations in all the 3 cycles of UPR, India continues to be unwilling in legislating against the enforced disappearances and criminalizing the practice of disappearing civilians. The International community must urge and press upon the government of India for the Ratification of International Convention against Disappearances and criminalize the practice of enforced disappearances.
On the International Day of the Disappeared, APDP once again calls on global civil society and the international human rights watchdogs that the phenomenon of enforced disappearance must end in Jammu and Kashmir and the perpetrators of disappearances must be brought to justice, so that there will be way forward for providing truth, justice, and reparation to the thousands of victimized families. 

Disappeared Shahid’s killing re-confirms fake encounter trend continues… 

On August 23, an army press note, circulating in media, claimed an unidentified militant was killed in an encounter on August 22 in north Kashmir’s Handwara area. The body was handed over to police for identification. The body was identified as of a student Shahid Bashir Mir, 21, of Daril Tarathpora area of Handwara. Police also confirmed that the boy was not involved in militancy related activities. The boy, police confirmed, was missing from August 21. A magisterial enquiry was also ordered as the protests against the civilian killing got intensified.  [image: ]
Photo shared by Shahid’s family

	Researchers of The Informative Missive visited Shahid’s family at Daril Payeen, Handwara in Kupwara district to collect the information about the incident. Shahid’s father Bashir Ahmad Mir, a carpenter, was in a state of shock. He was yet to come to the terms with the reality. 
	Bashir Ahmad took a while before he could start his statement about his son’s fake encounter killing. Bashir said, “Shahid was a 2nd year college student at Government Degree College, Handwara and he did well in his studies – 96%. He went missing on August 21. On the day, he had also made an Azaan (call for prayers) from local Masjid.”  
	Shahid’s family came to know about the encounter at Kaniwal forests area Drude, started on August 20, involving 6 RR camped at Vilgam camp from the army movement.  “An encounter was started on August 20 in the Kaniwal forests as we witnessed massive army vehicular movement. The Kaniwal forest is about 10 km away from my house. On August 21, Shahid went to family orchards, a short distance from the residence, and then to a shop of Ghulam Rasool Kumar at Tahratpora to buy Juice etc. That was the last time he was seen by someone alive,” the father stated.    
	When Shahid didn’t returned back till late evening Bashir went to search him. “When I dialled his number I found his mobile at home. Then I went out to see him. While I was enquiring about his whereabouts, the shopkeeper told me about his visit at his shop and nothing else,” the father stated.
	Next day, perturbed Bashir searched him but failed to find anything about him. “Then on August 23 we approached Vilgam police station and filed a missing report. Subsequently, a body was brought, apparently of a militant killed in encounter by the army. The body was mutilated. Bullet holes all over it with one side of the face badly damaged. We identified the body was of Shahid from his clothes and one side of his face,” the dejected father stated.   	 
   	As the news of his killing reached to the villagers, they thronged to streets to protest the fake encounter killing of the young student. 
In the backdrop of Shahid’s killing, the district administration ordered closing down of schools in the district to prevent student protests. 
Inspector General of Police Kashmir Zone, Munir Ahmad Khan said: “He was civilian. When Army launched operation yesterday it was said that a militant was killed. But now it has been learnt that he was not a militant. How he was there and with whom, is subject to investigation, but there is no doubt that he is a civilian. He has been killed in a cross fire or something.”
IGP Khan said the deceased, identified as Shahid Bashir Mir of Daril Tarathpora area of Handwara had gone missing from his home three days back. 
“There will be an inquiry. The Army had not dubbed him as a militant in the FIR,” Khan asserted 
A police official, who requested anonymity, told media that an FIR 83/ 2017 was registered on August 24 at police station Wilgam over the incident. “The FIR states that an army (patrol) was attacked by militants and the soldiers retaliated,” he said.
On August 29, the government ordered magisterial inquiry and appointed additional deputy commissioner Kupwara to probe the killing. 
“The investigation will start from Thursday i.e. August 31,” additional district commissioner Kupwara, Manzoor Ahmad Pir, told media.

Just 18 Owais, a student killed by Pellets fired by CRPF  

In his fifties, Mohammad Safi Dar, a shopkeeper, of Bongam, Kakapora Pulwama lost his son due to pellets fired at him by CRPF personnel on August 13. A two member team of The Informative Missive visited Kakapora village to ascertain the facts about the incident in which the boy was killed. Owais Shafi was just only eighteen-year-old. The team while searching for Owais’s house was guided by a villager to his father’s shop. At the shop Shafi’s elder son was present. After introduction he called on his father’s mobile number informing him about the researchers visit. Precisely after waiting for 15 minutes Mohammad Shafi arrived. He took the visiting researchers to his home just a stone through distance from his shop. There was eerie calm inside the house clearly indicating the loss of a young boy.  [image: ]Photo shared by family 

	Owais Shafi Dar was a hardworking student perusing his graduation as a non-medical student from Degree College Pulwama.  A section of local media has not properly reported the incident as it reported that CRPF fired on protesters but the fact, according to Shafi, “there was no protest going on in the area at the time of the incident.” “As the CRPF cavalcade reached near Kakpora bridge, hardly 50 metres away from the main market, they spotted Owais walking alone towards his home, the CRPF men fired a pellet cartridge at the boy. The cartridge hit the right side of his chest and burst inside his body”

“They (soldiers) killed my son,” the father started his conversation with this sentence. It appears that he was eager to talk about the incident as he wants people should know about his son’s killing. “I don’t know what would happen in my son’s killing case but I want people should know the truth,” the dejected father stated. The father has no idea from which camp or battalion the CRPF belonged, as they were coming from Shopian.   
On August 13, 2017 an encounter took place in Awneera village of Shopian district some 11 km away from Pulwama. In the evening as many as seven CRPF vehicles came from Shopian, probably returning from encounter site, passed through Kakapora village. It was around 8 pm the vehicles passed through the Kakapora main market at the same time people were coming out of a local Jamia Masjid after offering prayers. “Some of the people hooted at the CRPF. As the CRPF cavalcade reached near Kakapora bridge, hardly 50 metres away from the main market, they spotted Owais walking alone towards his home, the CRPF men fired a pellet cartridge at the boy. The cartridge hit the right side of his chest and burst inside his body,” the shocked father averred.  
When the CRPF fired at Owais, a shopkeeper Fayaz Ahmad Dar son of Mohammad Rafiq Dar and others were witnessing it quietly. As the boy fell down and the CRPF disappeared from the scene. Fayaz and his neighbouring shopkeepers moved to the spot. On seeing Owais’s conditions critical, they took him to Kakapora health centre. After administering first aid he was referred to SMHS hospital at Srinagar, as the health centre lacks the advanced technology to treat serious victims.  At 8:20 pm his parents, who had been meanwhile informed, and other villagers took him to SMHS hospital in an ambulance. 
While taking him to the hospital, the father said, “His conditions were deteriorating with every passing second diminishing his surviving chances. As soon as the doctors examined him in the hospital, we were told to quickly arranged blood and take him to the operation theatre. Before the doctors could do anything to his injuries, he was declared dead,” the father stated.     
The broken father held his nerves and took his son to his home. It was 9:30 in the evening the villagers, in hundreds, were waiting on the roads. The father requested to the villagers to go back to their homes as the boy would be buried in the morning.  
	Next day, while the body was taken for last rites into a local graveyard located at main market Kakapora. Suddenly, three police vehicles arrive at the graveyard. One of them entered into the graveyard while two other stayed outside it. The police vehicle which entered the graveyard fired pellets and tear smoke shells at the mourners. Nobody understands why the police used force on a gathering of peaceful mourners. Among the mourners, one boy received pellets on his neck while the other was injured with teargas canister on his right hand.  It was commotion all over the graveyard. However, the people managed to bury the boy.       
Before the burial of the boy, his uncle Noor Mohammad Dar went to Kakapora police post to file an FIR but he was told to bury the body first and visit the police after few days. After five to six days police personnel in civvies visited Owasi’s house and took the family’s statement and assured of filing of FIR in the incident. The police also took the statements of the shopkeepers who witnessed the incident.
“By the end of this month police was dodging and refusing to give us FIR. It appears that police was unwilling to proceed in the case, as they were quite aware about the involvement of the CRPF personnel to which there were enough witnesses,” the father said.   
	The father further said, “The police could have created anything against my son but the witnesses to his murder, probably, is preventing them from doing any mischief. If the police could have been really serious it could have shared the copy of the FIR, if really filed.” 	

Way away from protests forces shot Firdous leaving no chance of his survival
Police not filing FIR

Family of twenty-six-year-old, Firdous Ahmad Khan son of Mohammad Shaban was unaware of his killing till his body reached his native place in Begum Bagh, Kakapora of Pulwama district of south Kashmir. He was fired and killed by the armed forces. His killing was another count to the tally of people killed post encounter or near encounter sites, which is a new phenomenon in Kashmir.  
Firdous was not pelting stones neither he was part of any protest. He was merely passing through Hakerpora where he was fired by the armed forces. In early morning, LET commander Abu Dujana and his associate were killed in an encounter in the area followed by the protests. Firdous, a vegetable vendor, had gone to Harkipora, his neighbouring village, only to meet a vegetable grower with whom he has business relation.
A researcher of The Informative Missive visited Kakapora to collect the details of Firdous Ahmad’s case. On the researcher’s visit to Firdous’s home everybody was mourning his killing. Firdous’s wife holding a two-year-old baby girl in her lap sitting silently in a corner of a room.  
“On August 1, at 8:30, Firdous went to Harkipora to meet a vegetable grower with the promise to his family that he would be soon back. Harkipora is a walking distance from Begum Bagh, so he went there by foot. The encounter in which two militants were killed was over early in the morning,” Khatija Begum, Firdous’s mother stated. 
Firdous used to buy vegetable from local growers and transport them to Jammu in his load carrier and sell there. 
“When Firdous reached Harkipora, there were protests going on over killing of militants. Some boys were also pelting stones at armed forces. Way away from the protests, Firdous was targeted with bullets when he was walking through the area. One of the bullets hit right side of his abdomen,” Khatija said while sharing details of the incident to The Informative Missive in which Firdous was killed.
Firdous’s family has no information which armed force agency fired bullets as army, CRPF and SOG were all present at the site of the incident. “It was hard to tell specifically which armed forces agency targeted Firdous because of the massive mixed presence of different armed forces personnel including police in the area. But one thing was sure he was killed by one of the forces agency,” the mother said.
When the villagers spotted the grievously injured Firdous flat on the ground with blood gushes out of his abdomen, they rushed to take him to the hospital. “Actually he has died immediately after shot by the forces. The doctors at Pulwama district hospital declared him brought dead,” the dejected mother averred.
Firdous’s family alleged the forces have targeted him with the intent to kill, which was amply clear from the spot where he was fired. 
Since Firdous was visitor to Harkipora and hardly anybody knows him there, his identity card helped people to identify him. 
When Firdous body was taken to his native village, his family was unaware about his fate. “We had no information about the incident. The arrival of his body shocked us all. We were speechless what to say,” stated his wife who was eight months pregnant at the time. 
His killing triggered widespread anger in his area. People in thousands took Firdous to his ancestral graveyard where he was lowered in grave.
Firdous was survived by a two year-old daughter, pregnant wife and aged parents. 
On the same night, at 11 pm, a contingent of army came to Firdous’s house and damaged windows panes and door of the house. “Our widows started banged by some people when we came out to ascertain who was doing it. We saw army men wielding weapons and other stuff damaging the window panes. They threatened us to pull down the black banners, which were tied around the house as a mark of protest.  They left only when we removed the banners,” the family stated.
By the end of August family was not able to register FIR. When the family approached the concerned police for lodging of FIR, it was asked to get the death certificate of Firdous first only then the FIR would be filed. The people who took Firdous to the hospital had not made the admission card as he was declared dead by the doctors on arrival. 
“We don’t know what should be the legal requirements for filing of FIR in Firdous’s case. We got the impression police was not willing to get the case registered about any armed forces agency,” stated the mother. 

Mystery over man’s killing in “cross firing” left unanswered questions  

Mystery has blanketed the circumstances in which Ghulam Mohi-ud-din Bhat, 35, a horse cart rider was killed on August 3. Police claimed the man was killed when trapped in exchange of fire between armed forces and militants at Herpora, Bijbehara in south Kashmir. However, there was no independent version available to corroborate the police claim, as the incident occurred during late night hours.  
	To collect the case details a researcher of The Informative Missive visited Ghulam Mohi-ud-din Bhat’s residence at Arwani, Bijbehara in Ananatnag district of south Kashmir. Ghulam Mohi-ud-din was living with his family comprised of his wife and four minor children in two rooms. He was working overtime to ensure a smooth life to his family. At times he spends nights away from his family to earn more to better his family’s financial conditions.  In him his family was not only losing a guardian but a sole earning hand. His widow is now unsure of his children’s future. [image: ]
Bhat’s Photo shared by his family

As per his family, on August 3,  Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din after refilling petrol in his bike left for Vutipora, Khodwen, 2 kms away from Arwini, where he used to work at a brick kiln. He used to carry bricks on his horse cart.  Before leaving he had told his wife he will return back by 10 pm. However, on that night he didn’t return and his absence didn’t worry his family as at many occasions he used to stay at his brick kiln.   
 According to his family next day at 8 am, two local drivers Muda Bhat and Gowhar Ahmad Mugloo of Arwini village were called to police station Bijbehara.  The duo happens to be Ghulam’s neighbours. From police station they two were taken to Joint Interrogation Centre (JIC) Khanabal. There they were shown a dead body which they identified as of Ghulam Mohi-ud-din. The duo immediately contacted Ghulam’s family to share this shocking news. After sometime the body was transported in a police vehicle to Arwani for last rites. 
The family was wondering as to why the duo was asked by police to identify the body not the family directly. 
When the news of the killing spread in the village, people gathered in thousands to perform the last rites of the deceased.  
“Unaware about the incident, I received a call from my family asking me to reach home quickly as Ghulam was not feeling well. I rushed back to home where I saw people, in large number, carrying coffin of my brother towards the graveyard,” stated Abdul Majeed Bhat, Ghulam’s elder brother before The Informative Missive.   
The killing of Ghulam was declared by police as the cross firing causality. Police claimed that an operation was launched jointly by Police, 3 Bn RR and CRPF 40/90 Bn on 3rd August, 2017.  During the operation the militant hiding in the area opened fire on the forces at Herpora, Kanelwan area of Bijbehara.  During the cross firing Ghulam Mohi-ud-din who was passing through the same area on his Yamaha Libero bike bearing no. JK13-527 (with last digit missing) was caught in cross firing and received multiple bullet shots on his chest and died.  One militant of HM outfit namely Yawar Nissar Shergujri @ Algazi also got killed in the force’s action.
The family has no idea about the circumstances in which Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din was killed. There was no eyewitness to the killing as the incident occurred during late evening with no civilian movement. 
“Either my brother knows under which circumstances he was killed or the people responsible for killing him knows. When we try to ascertain about the incident there was no one to come forward to claim witness to the killing,” Abdul Majeed averred. 
	The victim’s family due to lack any witness has to rely on what police says about the encounter. However, few questions arises. 
The family becomes suspicious when it found no mention of Ghulam Mohammad’s name in FIR no. 113/2017 in police station Bijbehara. Abdul Majeed further stated, “A doubt took root in our minds about the authenticity of police claim when we found no mention of my brother’s name in the FIR filed by the police.  However, we have no witness to the incident and have to go by police claim.”
 After sometime Ghulam’s wife moved an application to Deputy Commissioner’s office Anantnag to get victim’s name entered in the FIR. The DC wrote to SSP concerned directing him to get the Ghulam Mohammad’s name registered in the FIR. 
His wife Rehana has also filed a case under SRO-43 for compensation.  
Mohi-ud-din has left behind his wife Rehana Akhtar, a non-local from Patna Bihar, two sons and two daughters.  His elder son Sameer Ahmad Bhat is reading in class 4th, daughter Kulsooma, 7, is studying in 2nd class. Two of his children a daughter is Chandni five-year-old and his last child Sajad Ahmad is only three-year-old.  
Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din killing has jeopardized the future of his four children. With his death the family was rendered resources-less. However, a local Auqaf Committee has come forward to take the responsibility of the family. 
“We are being fed by local committee but how long it will help us. With the passage of time the expenses and education costs increases. There are lot of things to worry about particularly about my children’s future,” stated Rehana while highlighting the imminent problems she may face in coming days.  

Headless body of youth, hands tied behind back, found in Hajin

Aug 27: The headless body of a youth who was known to be a pro-freedom agitator was recovered from near the river Jhelum in Mandi area of Hajin in Bandipora district on August 27, Sunday, morning. The family said that Muzaffar had been severely tortured in police custody before he was released a month ago.
The head of 24-year-old Muzaffar Ahmad Parray, a butcher by profession, is yet to be found. His body was found with both hands tied with a rope behind the torso. Videos and pictures of the headless body went viral on social media and the slain youth’s cousin, Ramiz Ahmad, identified the body by the clothes it wore. “They were my clothes. I had given them to Muzaffar when he was in jail last Eid. He had asked me to send some clothes,” Ramiz said.
Muzaffar had returned home a month ago, after spending nearly three months in police detention on charges of stone-pelting and leading protest rallies. Police say that he was killed by “unknown” suspects and he was not involved in any militancy-related activity.
A few days before his release, Muzaffar was severely tortured in Sumbal police station, his family and relatives alleged.
“He was called to Sumbal police station from Hajin, two days prior to his release. He was severely tortured there,” said Meharaj-ud-Din Parray, his uncle, who lives in the same house as Muzaffar’s family.
“When we were called to Sumbal police station to take Muzaffar home, we saw him there in an almost dead condition. We immediately took him to a hospital, from where he was referred to SKIMS Soura. He remained admitted there for two days,” Parray said.
Another relative said, “It would be premature to put the blame on anybody. Only time will tell who killed him. Muzaffar’s parents are not in a condition to talk to anybody.”
On August 24 night, Muzaffar had his dinner at his cousin Ramiz’s house, which is only a few paces from his home. “After he had dinner, he left, as Isha prayers were approaching,” Ramiz said.
“He was a man who struggled for the cause of freedom, but after his release from detention he would often talk of joining militant ranks,” Ramiz said.
“After his release from police custody, for twenty days he was bedridden, recovering from the torture he had faced in custody. Only ten days had passed since he was back on his feet,” Hilal Ahmad, a cousin of Muzaffar, said.
“Muzaffar told us that the police officer at Sumbal beat him almost to death. He broke his fingers and kicked him till he went unconscious,” Parray, his uncle, said.
“The night that Muzaffar went missing, government forces had cordoned off the village,” Parray said.
“We inquired about Muzaffar, but he was nowhere to be found. No one knew where he was until Sunday morning, when locals brought the news that they had found a headless body near the river bank,” Parray said.
“We didn’t file a missing report with police as we were certain that he may have joined militant ranks. We were waiting for news about his joining,” Ramiz said.
Parray said, “Ours is a family of 30, who live under one roof. Among us, 19 male members have FIRs against them, which included Muzaffar, for stone-throwing.”
Senior Superintendent of Police Bandipora told Kashmir Reader, “It was a simple case of murder. He was not associated with militancy in any way. The investigations are on.”
Amid a shutdown in Hajin, Muzaffar’s body was buried in the local graveyard. “We thought it better to bury him immediately as people were losing control over themselves,” Muzaffar’s uncle said.
Police registers FIR
On August 30, police filed FIR against unknown persons into the killing.
A police official said that a case FIR No. 49/2017 under section 302 RPC has been registered at police station Sumbal against unknown persons into the killing of Muzaffar Ahmad Parrey alias Muzaffar Nata son of Farooq Ahmad Parrey a resident of Parrey Mohalla Hajin.

Civilian injured in grenade attack dies
Family loses bread winner

Aug 13: The civilian injured in a grenade attack at a police naka at Dalgate on August 12 evening died next day morning at Sher Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences, police said.
Identified as Imtiyaz Ahmad Mir, resident of Hawal, Srinagar, was injured during a grenade “explosion” near Budyari Chowk, Dalgate, and was admitted to SMHS Hospital was referred to SKIMS Soura in the wee hours of August 13 morning where he succumbed to his injuries.
A night before he succumbed Imtiyaz Ahmad awake till late trying his hands on a drawing for new house.
“My brother was planning to construct new house before his marriage,” Imtiyaz’s younger brother Sajad said. 
The siblings including three brothers and two sisters were living in a two-room modest house along with their mother while their father had passed away in 2000. Apart from delaying his marriage, the father’s death had forced Imtiyaz to work as a driver to stabilize the financial condition of the family.
“We were very young and all the burden of running the family shifted on him (Imtiyaz),” said Sajad. He said Imtiyaz had taken loan from the bank for construction of the two-room house and was repaying installments.
“But he had a dream of constructing a big house and was working day in and day out to realise it,” said Sajad. 
On the fateful day Imtiyaz, who was at the wedding of a neighbor, left midday and rushed to Dalgate to fix the schedule with tourists for sightseeing around the city.
“He gave me Wartav (gift for the bride) and left to meet tourists. This was the first time he left home on a hartal day. He would always stop brothers from going to work on hartal day, for he was scared the situation could turn ugly anytime,” said Raja Begum, Imtiyaz’s mother.
At 8 pm, the family received a call from Imtiyaz, saying, “I have been injured in a  blast and I don’t think I will survive.” 
That was the last time he spoke with family members before succumbing to injury at 3 am on Sunday.
The neighbours who have seen the Zargar family struggle for survival have asked the government to help them. Imtiyaz’’s two brothers are running a recharge and Photostat shop in the locality, but it hardly fetches them enough for livelihood.
“He was neither a militant, nor a stone pelter. The government should provide financial help to the family so that they can marry off their two daughters and also manage to earn livelihood,” the neighbours said.

	Pulwama firing: 17-yr-old succumbs to bullet injury

Aug 2: A 17-year-old student injured in Gaberpora Haal area of Pulwama district was critically injured when government troops opened fire on people protesting the killing of two Lashkar-e-Toiba militants, succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS Soura August 2 morning. He is the second civilian to have died of injuries from bullets fired by government troops on people protesting the killing of militant commander Abu Dujana and his associate on August 1.
The teenager has been identified as Akeel Majeed Bhat, son of late Abdul Majeed, resident of Gaberpora Haal.
Another civilian, Firdous Ahmad Khan of Begum Bagh, Kakapora, was shot dead by government forces on Aug 1.
Clashes had erupted in parts of Pulwama soon after Abu Dujana and his associate Arif Nabi Dar were killed in an encounter in Hakripora area in this south Kashmir district. Dozens were injured during the protests.
Akeel was hit by a bullet when government forces fired at protestors in Gaberpora Haal. A friend of his told media, “We rushed him to the Rajpora hospital and from there to Pulwama district hospital.” He said that Akeel was operated on at Pulwama district hospital before he was referred to SKIMS Soura.
“His liver was badly damaged. He would have died in a matter of minutes if we had referred him straightaway (to SKIMS). That is why we conducted a surgery on him before shifting him to Srinagar,” Medical Superintendent (MS) of Pulwama District Hospital, Dr Abdul Rashid Parra, told media.
His body was brought to Haal this morning, where hundreds of people participated in his funeral.
Akeel, according to his family and friends, supported his family by doing odd jobs, apart from studying.
“It was tough for him. The family is very poor and things became all the more difficult after his father died a couple of years ago. Akeel did everything possible to support his family,” his friends told Kashmir Reader.
He is survived by his mother and two younger siblings, including a sister.
“The family faces even harder days ahead,” lamented Akeel’s friends.
Clashes erupted in Haal after Akeel’s funeral and continued for most part of the day. Nobody was injured during these clashes, though.

Protester shot by forces, died in hospital 

Aug 13: Muhammad Sayeed Bhat, 25, of Shirmal, Shopian was hit by a bullet near an encounter in Shopian district. The injured boy was taken to the hospital but died within twenty-four hours. Armed forces has shot him in his abdomen. 
A witness said as the word about gunfight between militants and government forces at Awneera Shopian spread on August 12 evening, hundreds of youth from different areas of Shopian, Kulgam and Pulwama rushed to the gunfight site and pelted the forces with stones to help the trapped militants escape. The forces in return lobbed teargas shells, fired pellets and bullets, triggering further clashes. “The clashes soon spread to other nearby areas and continued till about 3 pm on August 13,” said the witness.
A youth Muhammad Sayeed Bhat, 25, of Shirmal, who was hit by bullet near the gunfight site at Awneera was rushed to SMHS hospital in Srinagar. “He succumbed to his injuries at around 9.30 pm on August 13. He had suffered bullet injuries in his abdomen,” Dr Nazir Ahmed Chaudary, medical superintendent of the hospital told media.   

Ex-army man’s son shot and killed by armed forces 

Muhammad Yusuf Sheikh, a former soldier, regrets that his own son was killed by the government forces on August 9.
Sheikh’s son Younis, 16, of Saimoh village of Tral, was critically injured after the forces fired pellets at him at Gulab Bagh, where three militants were killed in a gunfight with the forces on August 9 evening. 
He was initially taken to PHC Dadsara and later died on way to a Srinagar hospital.
 	“I never expected that one day my own son will be killed by the forces. I have gone speechless after they killed my beloved son,” said Muhammad Yusuf Sheikh, father of the slain teen.
Asked by reporters whether he will approach the government or an investigative agency to seek an inquiry into the killing of his son, Sheikh said, “No.”
 Local residents said that the forces deliberately fired pellets into Younis’ chest even though he was at quite distance from the gunfight site. 
Younis was laid to rest at his native Saimoh village in Tral. Two back to back funeral prayers were held in which thousands of people participated.
Sheikh said on August 9 Younis left home to meet his cousin in Gulab Bagh village. 
“Before leaving home he took a bath and wore fresh clothes. That was the last moment I saw him alive,” he said and broke down. 
Shiekh had retired four years ago and currently he is working at J&K Bank in Saimoh.
Locals remember Younis as a humble, well-mannered boy “who was passionate about the freedom struggle of Kashmir”. He was studying in class 10 at the Central Public Mission School, Tral. He completed his examination recently and was waiting for the results. 
“Little did we know that he will pass away before his results,” his cousin Ashiq Hussain Sheikh said.

Gunmen shoot dead PDP activist in Anantnag

Aug 19: Unidentified gunmen shot dead an activist of ruling People’s Democratic Party in Dialgam area of Anantnag district, police said.
	A police official said some gunmen barged into the house of Ishaq Parray, son of Abdul Gani, at Ugjan village in Dialgam and fired at him indiscriminately. Parray was rushed to a local hospital where doctors pronounced him as dead on arrival.
	After carrying out the attack, the gunmen fled from the spot, even as police, army and paramilitary forces cordoned off the area and launched a manhunt to nab the attackers.

Teenager’s Bullet ridden body found

Aug 20: The bullet-riddled body of a 16-year-old youth was recovered in South Kashmir's Shopian district on August 20 morning.
The young man was identified as Gowhar Ahmad Dar - a resident of Urpara in Nagbal, and the son of Abdul Rahim Dar.
The teenager's corpse was discovered in a pool of blood at the periphery of an orchard in Nagbal. Officials said locals who found the body informed the police - who then recovered it.

Cable operator shot dead in Shopian

Aug 20: The co-owner of a cable network in Shopian, Hilal Ahmad Malik, was shot at by unidentified gunmen near Shopian hospital on August 20. Reports said late in the day said that he had succumbed to his bullet injuries in hospital.
Medical Superintendent of Shopian district hospital, Dr Nazir Ahmad told media that “A bullet-hit injured person was brought to hospital who had two bullet wounds, one on chest and another on the foot. After initial treatment we referred him to SMHS Srinagar under a critical condition,” he said.
Eyewitnesses said that Hilal was out on routine work when some unidentified men shot him with bullets.
Locals from the Malik Mohalla, where Malik lived, told media that he was not affiliated to any political party or resistance group. They said that Malik had “good relations” with the police.
SSP Shopian, SA Dinkar, was not available for his comments.

Torture survivors move court against SHO 
Sub ordinate court stays arrest warrant of accused 

The two police torture survivors filed a petition before the court against Station House Officer (SHO) of police station Baramulla for subjecting them to torture in custody and illegal detention.  The youth Mohammad Yasin Ahanger s/o late Abdul Rahim Ahanger and Zubair Ahmad Ganaie s/o Mohammad Ganaie residents of Ladoora, Rafiabad, Baramulla were arrested by the SHO and tortured them in custody. The youth were arrested under FIR no. 44/2017 for the offence 307, 148,149,336,332,353 RPC.
	Both the boys in the petition, a copy of which was obtained by The Informative Missive, detailed their arrest and torture by the SHO Khalid who violated his official jurisdiction to arrest the youth.  
The petition read; when Zubair Ahmad was busy in an orchard at Nadihal, Rafiabad, which didn’t fall within Bramulla police station jurisdiction, the SHO Baramulla entered in along with his escort. Zubair Ahmad was doing his labour work in the orchard on 2/8/2017 along with other labourers and was plucking fruits from the tree. The SHO on seeing Zubair on the trees instructed him to get down. Soon the youth came down, the SHO started abusing and thrashing him with a plastic stick commonly known as lathi. Thereafter, he was bundled into a police vehicle and taken to Baramulla police station.  The SHO, accused in the petition, put the youth in illegal confinement from August 2 to 3, 2017. In the official records the SHO mentioned him being arrested on August 3. On August 4 he was produced for remand in FIR No. 44/2017. 
During Zubair’s illegal detention he was tortured by the SHO by applying various forms of torture ranging from beating to humiliation. The SHO, as per the petition, was forcing Zubair to name some people who should be framed in fake cases. As the arrestee refused to oblige, the SHO intensified the torture.  	
The petition further stated, Mohammad Yasin Ahanger was arrested by the same SHO from village Ladoora, Sopore on July 27, 2017 at 4:00 pm. Yasin was riding a motorcycle when he was intercepted by the SHO and his men. He was abused, beaten and humiliated on the spot in front of some women. Then he was also taken to the Baramulla police station. Immediately, in the custody he was tortured by the police officer. The torture was such that blood started oozing out from his body. His whole body turned blue with continuous torture and a severe injury was caused around his left eye.  
Yasin in the petition stated, he has been picked up by SHO Khalid many days ago but his formally arrest was shown on 3-8-17 and on 4-8-17 Mohammad Yasin was produced before the magistrate for first remand. 
On hearing the complainants (accused in fir no 44/17) the court of judicial magistrate Ist class directed immediate medical examination by board of doctors of district hospital Baramulla and shifting of the custody of the accused from police to judicial. The doctor submitted the report which confirmed multiple contusions on the bodies of the complainants besides left periorbital ecchymosis and subconjunctival hemorrhage on the left eye of Mohammad Yasin Ahanger. 
	In the course of enquiry the court also examined one assistant mohrir (assistant munshi of PS Baramulla) and perused the roznamcha of PS Baramulla called by the court judicial magistrate of Ist class Baramulla.  It revealed from the assistant mohrir and perusal of the roznamcha that no permission was obtained to visit outside the jurisdiction of PS Baramulla from competent authority nor the arrest of the complainants (accused persons) has been shown in the daily register (roznamcha) of PS Baramulla until 3-8-17. 
	Perusal of the one witness namely Abdul Rahim khan son of Abdulla h khan reveals that he has also been abducted by the accused from Nadihal and he has been subjected to the same ruthless treatment as Zubair has been subjected but he was released on the next day on 3-8-17. Abdul Rahim was also picked from Nadihal on 2-8-17 but released after detaining him for one night. In roznamcha nowhere shows any entry regarding arrest of Abdul Rahim.
Observation of court:- that there is sufficient material; on record to proceed against the accused for his having prima facia committed offences punishable under sections 356, 323, 342 506 of RPC. The offences are tryable by this court and the attendance of the accused is pre requisite for trial of the case . The accused is allegedly to have committed serious non-bailable offence under section 363 RPC whereas schedule second appended with CRPC warrant in the first instance can be issued since the accused prima facie appears to have committed serious offences, therefore non-bailable warrants have been issued against Khalid Fayaz posted as SHO P/S Baramulla. 
Accordingly SP Baramulla is directed to arrest the accused and produce him before the court of Judicial magistrate of Ist Class Baramulla without any favour on the next date of hearing which is fixed on 25.8.2017 and to ensure that the accused does not escape his arrest in the execution of the process of the court.   
On August 29, A subordinate court in Baramulla stayed arrest warrant issued against Station House Officer (SHO) of Baramulla police station on the ground that the warrant issued by a junior judge has a technical flaw on the basis of legal procedures against saving government officials. The court observed that warrant has been issued without following rules guiding prosecution of a public servant. The court referred to an identical case heard in the Supreme Court.
Sources said the additional sessions judge Baramulla has pointed out that the judicial magistrate (first class) has issued the warrant in first instance while the procedure is that public servant should be asked to appear before the court.
“This procedure (personal appearance of government official) was not followed and therefore the warrant was stayed,” sources said.

Family of teen killed by govt forces in 2016 alleges harassment by police

Aug 23: Irfan Fayaz Wani was an 18-year-old auto-rickshaw driver when he was shot dead by government forces on August 21, 2016, at Malaratta Chowk in Nowhatta at 6:30pm, a few kilometres away from his home in Fateh Kadal. Irfan’s family alleged that they have been harassed by the police for marking his death anniversary.
Irfan’s mother, Rafiqa Banoo, said the family had organised a small programme in memory of her son on his first death anniversary. She said the programme was disrupted by the police.
Irfan’s elder brother, Aijaz Fayaz Wani, was also detained by police at Fateh Kadal chowki. A relative of Aijaz, Muzamil, said that he was questioned as to why the family had organised a programme in the slain boy’s memory. “He was asked why the family had made banners and posters. They asked him on whose behest they arrangement,” Muzamil said.
Aijaz, who drives the auto that once Irfan used to drive, is the lone bread earner of his family. Besides his mother Rafeeqa, Aijaz takes care of two unmarried sisters. They live in a small improvised two-room home, which is situated precariously on the banks of the Jhelum river in a poor locality.
Muzamil said that Aijaz was called to the police chowki on August 21 evening and detained there for the night. When he was released on next day morning, he was again called to the police chowki two hours later and detained till the afternoon. Aijaz’s relatives said that he has been asked by police to report to the police chowki as and when he is called.
Police at Fateh Kadal chowki denied these allegations. They termed them “baseless and fabricated”.
An official at the police chowki said, “We never detained Aijaz. We noticed that Aijaz had erected some banners on the road on Monday and called him to the chowki. Later, his mother came and took him along. We did not detain him for the night.”
When asked if Aijaz has been told to report to the chowki again, as claimed by his family, the official denied the claims.

Teachers, students beaten, hackled 

This month, at least, three incidents of alleged assault and hackling of teachers and students by the armed forces were reported. These incidents invited large scale condemnations; and apparently no effort was made by the government to minimize such incidents. Pertinently, it appears the students were targeted for their active participating in the protests across Kashmir.  
· Teachers heckled, abused by army after they refuse to say Vande Mataram
Aug 07: Teachers at a government school in Yanner area of Pahalgam have alleged that army soldiers heckled and abused them after they refused to say ‘Vande Mataram’ and to sing the Indian national anthem.
The incident took place when students of the government middle school in Yanner were busy with their morning assembly. According to the teachers, the army men led by their commander entered the school premises after they saw pro-freedom graffiti on the walls of the school.
“They came barging into the school and inquired about the graffiti. After that, they asked us to chant Vande Mataram and to sing the Indian national anthem, which we refused to do,” a group of teachers at the school said.
They said that the army men heckled and abused them. “Our principal was pushed around by the army men and teachers were heckled and abused,” the teachers said. “It was a trauma for us and the students as well.”
They alleged that this was not the first time that army men from the nearby 3 RR camp had harassed them. “They frequently visit the school and harass teachers as well as students,” they said.
Following the incident, parents of the students reached the school and held protests against the army. 
A senior police official from the area told media that the police have taken cognisance of the matter and have sought a written complaint from the school authorities.
“We will act according to that complaint,” the official said.
Army spokesperson Colonel Rajesh Kalia told media that army soldiers had entered the school premises only to enquire about the graffiti.
“The allegations of heckling and abusing teachers are baseless and concocted,” Kalia said.
· Police enter Handwara college; beat up students, teachers'
Aug 30: Government forces on used teargas to disperse students of the Government Degree College, Handwara, who were protesting against the killing of their fellow student Shahid Bashir Mir by the forces a few days ago.
The protesters accused the forces of entering the college premises and beating up several teachers and students after trying to subdue the protest by firing teargas canisters. 
Several girl students who fainted after inhaling teargas were taken to the sub-district hospital Handwara for treatment, the protesters said. One of the teachers sustained minor injury, they said.
A delegation of teachers later went to meet the deputy commissioner of Kupwara to register their protest against the forces' action. However, they met additional deputy commissioner Muzaffar Ahmad Shah and complained against the forces.
The students were demanding an investigation into the killing of Shahid Mir, who was a second year student at the college. 
Mir’s bullet-riddled body had been found in a forest on the night of August 21 and the army had claimed that they had killed a militant. However, the deputy commissioner had stated that Mir had no militancy links.
Handwara deputy superintendent of police Shabir Ahmad Khan said the police didn't enter the college premises. He dismissed as baseless the protesters’ charge that teachers were manhandled.Several girl students who fainted after inhaling teargas were taken to the sub-district hospital Handwara for treatment, the protesters said. One of the teachers sustained minor injury, they said.
A delegation of teachers later went to meet the deputy commissioner of Kupwara to register their protest against the forces' action. However, they met additional deputy commissioner Muzaffar Ahmad Shah and complained against the forces.
The students were demanding an investigation into the killing of Shahid Mir, who was a second year student at the college. 
Mir’s bullet-riddled body had been found in a forest on the night of August 21 and the army had claimed that they had killed a militant. However, the deputy commissioner had stated that Mir had no militancy links.
Handwara deputy superintendent of police Shabir Ahmad Khan said the police didn't enter the college premises. He dismissed as baseless the protesters’ charge that teachers were manhandled.
· GDC Anantnag students beaten by army for ‘disrespecting national flag’
Aug 31:  Students of Government Degree College (GDC) Anantnag were allegedly beaten and abused by army men near Bijbehara in Anantnag district, for “disrespecting the national flag”.
The students said they were in their college bus, which had the name of the college painted on it, travelling to Srinagar to participate in an inter-college football tournament.
According to the students, their bus was stopped near Bijbehara by army men and they were asked to take the by-pass (railway road) instead of the highway to reach Srinagar.
“We pleaded with the army men. We told them we were on way to play a tournament and were getting late. But they insisted that we take the by-pass or rturn back to where we came from,” the students told media.
Left with no other option, the students said, they took the by-pass.
“Our vehicle was followed by an army vehicle and they were joined by a couple of more army vehicles at some distance. Our vehicle was stopped again and we were asked to disembark,” the students said.
The army men then allegedly thrashed at least two students and abused others for disrespecting the “national flag” during protests in the college campus.
Protests had erupted against hoisting of the Indian national flag during a sports festival in the college on August 23.
“They abused us for disrespecting their flag. We were allowed to leave after more than an hour and a half, with a stern warning from their officer,” the students said.
Principal of the GDC, MY Peerzada, told media that he has had some reports but he is yet to talk to his students, who have not returned from their match as of now.
“They are yet to return from Srinagar. I will talk to them once they get here,” he said.
Army spokesperson RK Pandey said he had no information about any such incident.

On Road Thrashing

On road thrashing by armed forces has almost become a norm in Kashmir. This month three such cases were recorded where civilians were beaten by the forces either on mere altercation or a case of journalist beaten for identifying himself as a reporter.   
· Journalist thrashed in Baramulla
On August 06, a journalist from Kupwara was thrashed by police in Sopore in Watergam area of district Baramulla. Javid Zargar of Handwara was on way to Baramulla when a police party stopped his vehicle near Watergam and thrashed him.
Javid told local media that the policemen thrashed him after they heard he was a journalist.
“They told me that journalists are writing wrong news against police,” Javid said.
Meanwhile chief spokesman of Kupwara Journalist Association Murtaza Mushtaq strongly condemned the incident.
“It is an assault on freedom of press. Journalists report truth. But in conflict truth is the first casualty. Earlier, police and security forces have beaten up journalists as per their will,” the statement of the association said.
Javid is also president of Kupwara journalist association.
The journalists demanded a fair probe into the incident and action from the police against its men who assault and thrashed him.
The KJA also called for pen down strike on August 7 and demanded strict action against the erring cops and apology from the police authorities.
· Protests in Pampore after army beats Tavera driver
Aug 31: Government forces allegedly beat up a Tavera driver, sparking protests that included some stone-pelting and a nearly half-hour traffic jam on the Jammu-Srinagar highway at Drangbal, Pampore, in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district.
Eyewitnesses told media that an army vehicle hit a Tavera vehicle, after which the army thrashed the driver of the vehicle.
They said that when locals saw the driver being thrashed by the army soldiers, they gathered around and started protesting.
Witnesses told media that some youths pelted stones at the CRPF troops deployed in the area. They said that the CRPF troops came to the spot and started beating up some of the gathered locals. They also allegedly broke the glasses of a garments shop and damaged some vehicles at Drangbal.
When police reached the spot, they took both the army vehicle and the Tavera to police station Pampore, where, police sources claimed, they made the army soldiers pay compensation to the driver.
· Cops ‘thrash’ horticulture dev officer
Aug 31: A senior Horticulture officer was ‘thrashed’ by cops over a minor altercation in Bijbehara town outside his office.
Horticulture Development Officer, Aasif Muzafar Bodha who is posted in Bijbehara, was ‘slapped’ inside the police station Bijbehara by traffic cops after detaining him.
"There was a minor alteration between my employees and traffic police outside Padshahi Bagh, few meters away from our office in Bijbehara. I tried to pacify things and told the cops that they can't arrest my employee over a simple argument over overtaking of some car. This enraged them and I was bundled into a vehicle and taken to police station Bijbehara.” said Bodha, adding there he was accused of being a militant and also a traffic policeman, slapped me repeatedly. 
“I was let go only after giving in writing that I am seeking forgiveness for manhandling a policeman on duty, which is totally a false and absurd charge," said Bodha.
SDPO Bijbehara, said he was unaware about this incident and will ascertain the facts.

Footballers who raised Azadi slogans at army tournament arrested

Aug 13: Police have arrested two club football players and are looking for the rest who raised pro-freedom slogans during an army-sponsored match at Hanga area of Langate in north Kashmir nearly two weeks ago. At least two sportsmen have been arrested, while searches are on in the area for the rest, locals told media.
A resident of Hanga area said that pro-freedom slogans were chanted after the end of the match. The match was the inaugural match of the football tournament.
He said that after the match between Sher Khan Football club and Hanga Langate, a celebration started during which pro-freedom and pro-Islam slogans were raised. The prize distribution ceremony was cancelled. It was to be attended by army officers and JK Police officers.
“The match was played smoothly. After the end of the match, during the celebrations by the victorious team, pro-freedom slogans were raised. Now, two weeks later, two footballers have been taken into police custody. They were first asked by police to report to a police station. When they went there they were arrested and have not yet been released. The search for the rest is on. Some of the players have reportedly gone into hiding,” the local said.
The police station house officer of the area, Azam Khan, said he was busy when media contacted him for his comments.

Pellets continue to blind… 

Apparently, there was no end to use of pellets by the armed forces while dealing with the protestors in Kashmir clearly suggested by the pellet injuries occurred this month. The government continued to call pellets a ‘non-lethal’ crowd control weapon but the damaged caused by it suggests otherwise.  
· Teenager loses both eyes to pellets in Pulwama
Aug 01: Umar Fayaz, 17, is the latest victim to be blinded by pellet ammunition used by government forces in Kashmir. One of his eyes is covered by a thick padding of bandage, the other is bleeding profusely, his front teeth are shattered, his nose is full of clotted blood and the entire face and neck are pockmarked by tiny pellets.
Fayaz was injured when government forces fired into civilian protesters who were trying to distract the government forces from an anti-militant operation in which two militants and a civilian were eventually killed, in Gooru village of Pulwama district, on Aug 01.
He is the 71st person who has suffered pellet injuries in both eyes since 9 July last year during protests.
Doctors said Fayaz has “grave eye injuries” and some pellets had penetrated into his skull and chest. 
“He is vomiting, which is not a very good sign,” said doctors treating him at the Trauma Theatre of the SMHS Hospital.
 “For now we have sealed the perforations in his eyes. His chest injuries too might need surgery,” the doctors said.
Umar’s mother Muneera, who was crying nonstop, took some money out of her purse and gave it to a beggar. 
“Take everything I have but ask God to save my son’s life and eyes,” she told the beggar. 
Fayaz’s brother waves a hand fan “because he told me his face was burning”.
“My brother is in pain,” he says. 
In another ward of the hospital, doctors struggle to stabilise Jehangir Ahmed, a 25-year-old youth shot in chest with a bullet by government forces at Pulwama today. 
A draining bag connected to his chest has become full of a bloody fluid, and the vital signs monitor connected to him beeps on with readings that doctors find concerning. “His is unstable. He has contusions in chest. We are trying to stabilise his blood pressure for now,” surgeons at Emergency Ward of the hospital said.
	The condition of a teenager identified as Akeel Ahmed from Haal Shopian, who was being shifted to SKIMS Soura from district hospital (DH) Pulwama, was also stated to be critical. 
	The medical superintendent of the Pulwama district hospital said Akeel had a bullet injury in the abdomen and was brought to the hospital in “a state of shock”. 
“Referring him to Srinagar in that condition was risky. We operated upon him. It was an extensive surgery. We have referred him to SKIMS for ventilator support now,” the medical superintendent said.
As per SMHS Hospital records, 17 people with firearm injuries were admitted to the hospital on Tuesday. 
Of these, five had pellet injuries in eyes, nine had bullet injuries two had pellets in parts of body other than eyes and one had a shell injury.
One of the injured, Sakina Bano, a 30-year-old female from Narbal, Pulwama, has been hit in both thighs with bullets. 
“I was inside my own house. They came in big trucks, opened fire on houses,” she said.
“What did we do to get bullets? Were we militants too?” she said.  
Her pleas are echoed by many other injured people and their attendants.
At SKIMS Medical College Hospital, Bemina, two teenagers with eye pellet injuries were admitted for treatment. One of the injured, hospital administration said, was a resident of Bemina, while the other was brought from Ganderbal.
At SKIMS, Soura, a person identified as Inayat Ahmed from Chatapora, Pulwama, was being treated for pellet injuries in both eyes.
· Pellets rob 16-year-old of vision in one eye
Aug 03: Sixteen years old, Saqib Shakeel Bhat, is one of the latest victims of metal pellets shot at him by government forces, leaving him blind in one eye. Son of an impoverished driver from Mumkak Mohalla in this north Kashmir town, the boy has undergone two surgeries on his left eye at SMHS Hospital in Srinagar, but there is no hope of him regaining vision.
Saqib’s home is a small house in a congested area at the end of the narrow lane of Mohalla Mumkak in Batpora area. Saqib was not a stone-thrower, nor did he participate in any protest. His family says he had gone for a languid stroll on a hartal day, bored at home, completely ignorant that the day had a different significance in Kashmir’s history.
The shutdown on 13th of July, observed as Martyrs’ Day, registers a protest against the killing of 22 men outside Srinagar’s Central jail in 1931; it also symbolises Kashmir’s continuous demand for political rights. The atmosphere on the day this year was charged. Government forces patrolled neighbouhoods to clamp down on any possible demonstration.
“I told my father I was going out. On way to the market, troopers showered volleys of pellets on people. Their action was sudden, unprovoked. I know I was hit with pellets as everything turned dark around me and blood started oozing out from my eyes,” Saqib told media.
“I managed to walk some distance, but I fell soon after, unconscious. When I regained consciousness, I was in the hospital and I could see with my right eye only. Those small metallic balls has hit my left eye.”
Saqib’s mother, Naseema Begum, sits next to his son in the small room where Saqib spends most of his time now. She recalls she was preparing to serve lunch when a sudden wave of screams rang in the neighbiurhood. “I came running out, I saw my son lying near a vehicle parked vehicle outside our lane. There was blood everywhere on his body,” she says. “We took him to Sopore hospital and then SMHS (hospital) in Srinagar. An emergency surgery was done but it was too late as the pellets had ruptured his retina.”
Saqib, a handsome young man with blonde hair, sits quite while his mother recounts the tragic events that have left her devastated. Naseema pauses to wipe her tears while she speaks. “Last Saturday, a second surgery was done Dr Tariq Qureshi in SMHS hospital in Srinagar on his left eye, but of no use. He did not regain any light,” Naseema says. “But we can’t leave our son like this for the rest of his life. We will keep trying, till he is able to see with his left eye again, even if we have to sell this house.”
Since the incident, Saqib has not gone out of our home. He hardly walks around the house and keeps to the room. Except a few visits to the doctor, he feels better to keep to his room. That is not how family and friends remember the teenager.
“He used to play a lot of cricket. Sometimes I wonder how difficult is this for my son, who was always busy playing. He now sits at one place, cannot move without help,” Naseema says. As she finishes recounting their life since July 13, she remembers her son has to take his medicine. “Mouji Wuen Hai Che 25 minute (Mom, there are 25 minutes to it),” Saqib says to settle her anxiety.
Government had asked that pellet guns be used in the ‘rarest of rare cases’, but its use continues to be rampant to quell major as well as minor protests in Kashmir.
· Pellet guns blind 2 more youth
On August 4, a 50 year old man from Srinagar was brought to SMHS Hospital with pellets fired in his both eyes by forces, injuries that may cause him total loss of vision. As per doctors at the hospital, pellets had injured optic nerve in one of his eyes and perforated the other.
Earlier this week, a 17 year-old-boy was injured at Pulwama in both his eyes, causing grievous injuries and loss of vision. At least six more were injured in eyes the same day.
Even with ‘most pellet guns fitted with deflectors’, a combination that was touted to bring an end to mass scale eye injuries, this so-called non-lethal weapon has continued to cause blindings. CRPF, that introduced deflectors in June this year, blamed “situation on ground” for the pellet induced blindings.
“Most of the injured are those who had rushed to encounter sites. And above all there is a difference in a static target and the situation on ground,” CRPF Spokesman Rajesh Yadav said. He added, “At times our men fire while running away from stones” implying that it was not possible to take a “position” while firing in such situation.
CRPF refused to accept that deflectors fitted to pellet guns had failed. “Deflectors have not failed. The fault lies in the positioning of stone pelters. They duck when pellets are fired,” Yadav said.
· 16-year old Shopian student will never be able to see again
Sahil Hamid, a 16 year old student lost both his eyes to pellets fired by government forces at Shopian, while 12 other pellet injured, nine of those in eyes, were admitted to SMHS Hospital.
The only son of a Shopian labourer, Sahil would never be able to see again, doctors at SMHS Hospital said. “He has multiple perforations caused by pellets in both his eyes. Pellets have gone through and through,” a senior eye surgeon at SMHS Hospital said. He said that the injury was so grievous that “any repair would be futile”. “Multiple perforations have caused damage to multiple layers and vital areas in eyes,” he said. His scans show that a number of pellets are also abutted in his eye orbits, doctors said.
Sahil’s father, Abdul Hamid Bhat, a laborer in his 40s is devastated by the injury to his son. “He is my only son. I have brought him up myself,” Bhat said at SMHS Hospital. His father said he was “mother and father both” for his three children, Sahil being the youngest. Sahil lost his mother nine years ago to cancer. Sahil is a student of class 10. His elder sisters are also students.
	As per his family, Sahil was injured at 6:30 pm at Bonmohalla Shopian when government forces were returning after an encounter in the area. “We were not there but people told us that there were only two people standing on the road and government forces fired pellets at them. Both were hit,” Muhammad Amin, uncle of Sahil said.
On August 14, thirteen people with pellet injuries were admitted to SMHS Hospital. Hospital authorities said that nine of them had eye injuries. All the injured are from Shopian and Pulwama districts.
	Two more people with injuries inflicted by shells were also admitted to the hospital. One among these was a 13 year old child from Keller Shopian with burn injuries on face.
Doctors at SMHS Hospital’s Ophthalmology Department said that the number of patients with pellet injuries had increased in the past fortnight. “We received at least 35 people with pellet injuries in August,” a doctor at the department said.

High Court directs police to file status report in a killing by Ikhwani Usman Majeed

On August 5, JKCCS released a press statement where the High Court has directed the police to file status report in a killing case of a man by allegedly by a former Ikhwani-now-MLA Usman Majeed.  The full statement read: 
In a petition (OWP 939/2016) filed by Sajad Ahmad Wani seeking investigation into the killing of his father namely Abdul Khaliq Wani on 06 June 1993 by MLA Usman Majeed, then a member of Ikhwan ul Muslimeen, and his other Ikhwan associates – the High Court today directed Jammu and Kashmir police to file the status report in this regard. The High Court also asked whether the police have filed the closure report in the case before any judicial magistrate which is mandatory under law.
It is worth to note that the police closed the case as untraced in December 1993 but did not submit any closure report, which they were legally bound to submit before the concerned magistrate under section 173 of Cr Pc. For 24 years, the police have failed to submit its closure report before a magistrate who has the authority to accept or reject the investigation leading to the closure.
It’s rare that an incident that took place on 16 June 1993 and within six months the police shut the investigation. Usman Majeed was a powerful and an infamous counter-insurgent gunman who later became member of the Legislative Assembly and a minister of the state. Therefore, we believe that all state governments since then have obliged him by not conducting a fair investigation.
24 years ago, on 6 June 1993, MLA Bandipora Usman Majeed, then a member of the counter-insurgency force, Ikhwan, and other accused Ikhwan, shot dead Abdul Khaliq Wani, a resident of Madwan, Hajin, Bandipora District, for his association with the Jamaat-e-Islami. This killing was witnessed by the family members of the victim – whose testimony was never taken by the police. Police filed a FIR against unidentified gunmen.
On 3 June 2016, Justice S. Ramalingam, of the Jammu and Kashmir High Court admitted a petition in this case, issued notice for response to the parties including MLA Usman Majeed, and directed for a status report by the police to be filed on the next date of hearing in the week of 11 July 2016. The State government and the other two accused have so far responded to the court, but the main accused Usman Majeed has chosen to disregard the court notice.
The family of the victim, despite the existing fear, has approached the High Court to direct the police to carry out proper and fair investigations into the killing by constituting a Special Investigation Team. Family members who are eyewitnesses to the murder are willing to have their statements recorded against MLA Usman Majeed and the other accused Ikhwanis.

Army conducts household survey in Budgam villages

Aug 12: Residents in several villages of Budgam district allege that Indian Army was conducting a household survey. Several families reported that troopers visited them seeking information about number of members, age, occupation, and even relatives.
Outraged by the door-to-door survey, residents say the exercise “breached their privacy”. They say that the survey was making them anxious.
“Troopers have been coming and asking minute details such as the number of family members, their names, occupation, age, gender, contact and such. They go village after village in the area,” said a resident of Nagbal area of Khag in Budgam district.
The troopers put a sign on the door of the house after gathering the information. Villagers in Nagbal and Lawahipora area of Khag said that the army not only conducted a survey of households, they also collected information from schools in these villages. A villager said that troopers recorded details of teachers.
“I was alone in the house when some army men came and questioned me about the family. I was shocked to see the army asking me the name of my neonatal kid,” said a lady, wishing not to be named.
Security agencies are known to conduct such drives in civilian areas close to their camps over the past three decades. Rashtriya Rifles troopers deployed in north Kashmir’s Bandipora conducted a similar exercise, offending the villagers in the area.
Col A K Nayar of 53-RR, when contacted, said, “I am out of station these days and I am not staying in valley.” He said that he had no idea about the survey.
Budgam deputy commissioner as well as the army spokesperson Colonel Rajesh Kalia didn’t respond to calls.
However, Station House Officer Khag, Mohammad Aslam told media that he has no knowledge about the survey. He, however, added that army conducts such surveys in the proximities of their installations.
“The army maintains a general record of people living around camps and it is updated regularly. It is being done in consultation with the civil administration. The survey helps when something (untoward) happens,” he said.

Pellets snatch 16-year old Farzan’s one eye in March, 2nd eye in August

Aug 10: Government forces fired pellets on 16-year old Srinagar boy Farzan Sheikh in March this year, injuring his left eye. On Monday, August 7, forces again fired pellets at him, this time injuring both his eyes. A class 10 student, who despite the vision impairment caused by pellets earlier this year, Farzan was preparing for his exam.
“Why did they not shoot me with a bullet this time? They had already snatched half my vision and life. What will I do now?” Farzan said at SMHS Hospital here. He could speak with difficulty, his front teeth shattered by pellets. He was unable to open his eyes, bruised and swollen, his entire face pocked by pellets.
For his family, the injury, the pain and the entire sequence of events seemed like déjà vu. “He has already been operated four times in the eye that was wounded in March and there is no improvement in vision. What hope can we have this time, now that he has so many pellets in both his eyes,” his mother Muzamil said.
The boy is the only son of Nazir Ahmed Shiekh, who runs a small shop in Nawab Bazar where they live. He said he had no hope from life after Farzan’s injury. “I am a heart patient, have a stent fitted. Now my only son is disabled,” he said. However, apart from hopelessness, the family is anguished over why Farzan was targeted by government forces when he was right in front of his house while no protests were going on in the area.
“It was a hot and humid night; many of us sit on our front door stairs to get some air in downtown Srinagar. Is that a crime now?” Naseema, aunt of Farzan said. She said when they heard shots being fired around 11 pm on Monday; they thought it was a marriage procession somewhere. “I came out in excitement to see the groom. But instead saw Farzan had fallen, his entire head ridden with pellets,” she said. “What protests could there be so late in night?” she asked.
In Ward 8 of SMHS Hospital, where Farzan is undergoing treatment, five more victims of pellet injuries fired in eyes by government forces are also admitted. One among them Shabir Ahmed Shah is 50 year old embroidery artisan from Bota Kadal Srinagar whose both eyes are still blood shot, a week after the injury.
“I had gone to pray at Jamia Masjid last Friday. While coming out, I don’t know from where I was shot in my eyes,” he said. Shah is the only earner for his family. “Will I be able to do embroidery now that both my eyes are gone? Who will earn for my family,” he asked.
In the past one year, pellets fired by government forces have injured over 1050 people in eyes, causing vision impairment and complete blindness in many cases. Over 8000 civilians have been injured in parts of body other than eyes by this deadly weapon used by government forces in a bid to control pro-freedom protests in Kashmir. Pellets have also caused death of at least 15 persons over this period.

Pathribal encounter: SC agrees to examine plea of victims’ kin

Aug 18: The Supreme Court said it would examine a plea filed by the family members of five civilians killed in an alleged fake encounter in Pathribal area of south Kashmir in 2000, seeking CBI trial against the army personnel purportedly involved.
The matter reached the apex court after the Jammu and Kashmir High Court had dismissed the plea of family members last year. “Issue notice. Let the matter be listed for final disposal after six weeks,” a bench comprising Justices Dipak Misra, A M Khanwilkar and M M Shantanagoudar said.
Advocate Nitya Ramakrishnan appearing for Nazir Ahmad Dalal, maternal uncle of Zahoor Ahmad Dalal, who was one of the victims of the alleged fake encounter, said that the Army has not conducted the court martial against its personnel. She said that Jammu and Kashmir High Court was wrong in summarily dismissing the plea.
Additional Solicitor General Maninder Singh, appearing for the Centre, said he has filed its response to the plea. The bench said it was listing the matter for final disposal after six weeks and issued notice to the Centre, Army and CBI on the plea.
The apex court had on October 7, 2016, asked that the copy of the petition be served to the Centre so that its counsel can assist the court. The victim’s kin in their plea had sought resumption of trial before the CBI court, after the Army personnel were exonerated by the court of inquiry.
In 2012, the apex court had given an option of conducting the trial against the army men, either through court martial or criminal court, after which the military had opted for the former alternative.
Dalal had filed the plea against the high court’s April 27, 2016, order summarily dismissing the families’s plea seeking criminal court proceeding before a CBI court for alleged killing of five civilians on March 25, 2000. The CBI had in 2006 indicted five men of the Rastriya Rifles for allegedly killing five civilians, of whom three were dubbed as Pakistani terrorists responsible for the massacre of 36 Sikhs at Chittisinghpura area of Anantnag district. Two other civilians were allegedly claimed to be unknown terrorists.
The state government had ordered the CBI probe into the incidents which on the basis of DNA tests had identified the bodies of civilians as Kashmir residents. They were identified as Zahoor Ahmad Dalal, Bashir Ahmad Bhat, Mohammad Yousuf Malik, Jumma Khan s/o Amirullah Khan and Jumma Khan s/o Faqirullah Khan.
In 2014, the Army had informed the Chief Judicial Magistrate, Srinagar that no prima facie case was made out against its personnel. The plea said that two forensic labs at Hyderabad and Kolkata had found through DNA analysis that the bodies of those burnt and killed were of villagers of Anantnag district. “The CBI found the killed persons sustained about 98 per cent burn injuries in addition to the bullet injuries indicating use of excessive and unwarranted force.
“It is impossible for the killed persons to suffer such extensive burn injuries in a genuine encounter. The encounter was staged managed with a view to obliterate the identity of killed persons oblique motive”, the plea, filed by the families of five civilians killed in Pathribal, had said.
“The Army by resort to the special procedure under the Army Act and rules has declared it to be a case of no evidence which finding has been arrived at in a wholly opaque process and in the face of established record,” the plea said.

Bandipora residents tense as Army said to carry out detailed surveys

Aug 08: The Army is conducting door-to-door surveys in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district, the area’s residents said. Locals said they have seen Army men from 14 RR of the Kharpora camp and Kaloosa camp conducting the survey in areas of Bandipora main town and surrounding villages.
The survey is said to have started some days back and was carried out in Dachigam, ITI Road, Plan and other areas.
The locals said army conducted the survey on an individual basis, asking for minute information on all persons from each house. “From collecting names and professions, the army is recording phone numbers too, besides marking each house visited with paint,” they said.
The locals’ claims have invoked insecurity and a sense of fear in the area. Reports said similar surveys were also being conducted in other Bandipora villages. Residents of Nusoo, Bandipora, claimed that a similar survey had been held there a month ago. They said the police had not assisted the survey and that only a civilian in plain clothes was seen with the army men.
When media made inquiries about the man in civilian clothes who was said to have accompanied the army. When contacted, he spoke on condition of anonymity to claim “the survey is being conducted by the government of India to see how many youths are unemployed in each house”. The army corroborated his statement.
The district administration, however, said that they were not aware of any such survey happening in Bandipora, as they had not been informed of any such by either the army or the police. Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora, Sajad Ganaie said he would confirm if any such survey were happening in the area and that he would accordingly “talk to the Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) to know if they were assisting the army”.
SSP Bandipora, Zulfikar Ali said that “nothing was happening, and even if the survey is happening, police is assisting them”. He refused to talk further on the matter.
Army spokesperson Colonel Rajesh Kalia said when that he would first want “the clearance from specific area officers and would ask them what the survey was about”. He sought details of the areas where the surveys were happening.
Surveys, though, claim the locals, have also happened in the past and were more rigorous.
Pertinently, the recent survey comes after the amendment in the Statistical Act, a bill passed in the Rajya Sabha on July 29 this year. The amendment gave the Government of India the right to access all types of data in Jammu and Kashmir because it is a “disturbed area”. It thus mandates the police, paramilitary and armed forces to “provide such assistance as would be required by the concerned statistics officer”.
The district’s statistical officer, too, had no information about the survey and said that many such surveys remained off the department’s radar.
The amendment has also overridden the state’s own statistical act, the Jammu and Kashmir Collection of Statistics Act, 2010, under which the J&K government carries out its statistical surveys.

Perennial Harassment of Kashmiris outside

The continuous of harassment of Kashmiri students were seriously jeopardizing their future and they seem frustrated over the abject failure of governments in providing safe environment to them in Indian states. This month’s incidents further expose the failure of governments in bringing end to the menace against the students perusing education.   
· Rajasthan university forces 200 Jammu and Kashmir students to leave hostel
Aug 12: Over 200 Kashmiri students in a private university in Rajasthan were allegedly forced to leave the varsity hostel as the institute did not receive the scholarship amount provided to them by the central government.
The students, however, were allowed to avail the hostel facilities by the university management only after they protested the varsity’s move.
“We (students) came here in 2014 under the prime minister’s scholarship scheme, from Kashmir. There was no issue in the last three years but from this session, the university asked us that we would not be provided the hostel facility because the scholarship amount has not reached them yet,” Arshit Mahmood, a student, said.
He alleged that all the students were forced to take shelter here or there or on a road since August 1.
“We suffered as we had no place to live. We had no money to buy food. The university supported us for three years but now they did not allow us to stay in the hostel,” Mahmood said.
Chief mentor of the Suresh Gyan Vihar University Sudhanshu said, “The Centre has not released the scholarship support and we are awaiting the funds.
· Three Jammu and Kashmir students booked for not standing during National Anthem
Aug 16: Three engineering students hailing from Jammu and Kashmir have been booked for allegedly disrespecting the National Anthem by not standing when it was being played in a cinema hall at Hyderabad, Cyberabad police said on August 13. The incident occurred on Aug 13 afternoon when the three students studying at a private college went to a cinema hall under Rajendra Nagar Police Station limits to watch a Hindi movie and allegedly did not stand up when the National Anthem was played before the film’s screening, the police said.
	“The management of the theatre lodged a complaint with police, stating that the three persons did not stand up when the National Anthem was played when all others in the cinema hall were standing,” Deputy Commissioner of Police (Shamshabad Zone) P V Padmaja told PTI.
	The three students, in their 20s, belong to Jammu and Kashmir, police said.
	The DCP said following the complaint, a case was registered under relevant sections of the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act of 1971 against the trio and they were taken into custody.
	An investigating official said a senior police officer had informed the management of the theatre, after he noticed the trio not standing up when the Anthem was played, who in turn lodged a complaint with the police.
	Further investigation is underway.

Tension in PTC Kathua

Aug 25: Tension has gripped Police Training Centre (PTC) Kathua after the police recruits from Kashmir were called as “terrorists” and “stone pelters” and one of the recruits from Baramulla was injured in alleged assault by a DySP-rank instructor.
	However, police has denied that any such incident has taken place.
	The police recruits in PTC Kathua, who are undergoing training from last nine months, told Rising Kashmir that use of abusive language against recruits from Kashmir has became a routine. 
	“One DySP-ranked officer, who is instructor at PTC, calls all the recruits from Kashmir as ‘terrorists’ and ‘stone pelters’,” they alleged.
	“From last three months, we are facing humiliation in the academy and it appears that they don’t trust us. We are undergoing training but it seems we are facing imprisonment,” alleged one of the recruits from Kashmir.
	He said they had also contacted Finance Minister Haseeb Drabu few months back and apprised him about the problems being faced by recruits from Valley in the PTC. 
	The recruit claimed that use of abusive language, taunting Kashmiris as ‘stone pelters’ and ‘terrorists’ are only lessons given to recruits from Valley at the training centre by DySP Indoor.
	He said that a recruit from Baramulla was critically injured after being beaten ruthlessly by the DySP August 24.
	“The incident evoked resentment from Valley-based recruits and they held a strong protest,” the recruit said.
	After the protests, he said, IG Training and district SP visited the Training Centre to take stock of the situation.
	He said the injured recruit from Valley was sent on leave at 4 am today to prevent situation from taking an ugly turn.
	Another recruit told media on phone that they have completed nine months of training at the PTC Kathua and only two months are left.
	“We are waiting for passing out parade,” he said.
	When contacted, ASP Kathua, Khalil Poswal told media that the trainers were stopped from escaping outside the PTC Kathua and there is no such incident which is alarming.
	“Allegations that Valley based recruits were called ‘terrorists or stone pelters’ are baseless,” he said.
	When asked how one of the trainees was injured, Poswal said he had minor injuries and there is nothing serious.

The sequence of events that led to army-police scuffle in Kupwara

Aug 19: The two policemen who were reportedly beaten by army soldiers in Kupwara district on August 18, had protested against the manhandling and humiliation of three brothers who were returning home from their shop, one of whom was slapped by an army soldier and another punched in his face by a man from the SOG of JK Police, the brothers told media.
Although the Kupwara police chief has denied that his men were beaten by army soldiers, one of the two policemen who were beaten told Kashmir Reader that army soldiers “misbehaved” with him and there was a “minor scuffle” between some policemen and army soldiers. Sources in the sub-district hospital Kupwara also said that a policeman who was beaten by “someone” was brought to the hospital on Friday night and was admitted there for some time.
The three brothers whose harassment led to this situation narrated to Kashmir Reader the sequence of events that started at an army checkpoint (naka) at Kupwara bridge near Raj Palace Hotel. At about 8:30pm on Friday, Meraj ud Din and his two elder brothers closed their sale and service shop of computers at Regipora Chowk Kupwara to leave for home. “There was a naka laid by the army and police at Kupwara bridge near Raj Palace hotel,” Meraj ud Din told Kashmir Reader. “My two brothers Muhammad Shafi and Sohail Ahmad were sitting on the front seats of Santro car (JK09A 2965) when soldiers of army’s 41 RR signalled us to stop. Shafi dimmed the front lights and one army man came rushing at us. He asked us to switch off the lights and suddenly he started abusing.” The three brothers live at Mughal Pora, which is about 4km from their shop.
Shafi and Sohail had gone to see their younger brother at the shop. Their eldest brother was in New Delhi for the treatment of his ailing son. “Shafi asked the army man to not abuse, which angered him and he asked all of us to get down from the car,” Meraj said. “The army man snatched the keys of the car and slapped my brother twice. We pleaded with the army men – as several others came forward – to let us go.”
“While we were seeking the keys, an SOG (special operations group of the police) man came rushing from the other side and punched me several times. One of the punches hit my nose and I bled profusely,” Meraj said.
“We fled from the spot and went to the nearby police chowki, where we filed a report with the cops. The policemen instantly took me to district hospital Kupwara and had me treated there,” Meraj said. Sohail said he left the Santro car at the spot where the naka had been established. “We saved ourselves by going in the chowki,” he said. Meraj said that the keys of his shop had fallen from his hands when he was being beaten by the SOG man. “When I reached the chowki, I noticed that the keys were missing. The cops told us they would get the car as well as the keys.”
The trio reached the police chowki at about 9pm. The brothers spent half the night in the chowki. The policemen got back the car and the keys from the army men at about 2am.
“One of our friends, who lives in rented accommodation in main Kupwara town, got us food. The police sent us out with him,” Sohail said. “We left the car with the police.”
Meraj said that he had faced such a situation for the first time. Reports from Kupwara on Friday night said that army soldiers beat up two policemen, the chowki officer where the brothers had taken shelter, and the munshi (record keeper) of the police chowki. These policemen were reportedly beaten when they went to the naka to retrieve the brothers’ car and had an argument with the army soldiers on why they had stopped the car and abused the brothers.
Senior Superintendent of Police, Kupwara, Shamsher Hussain has denied that any policeman was beaten up by army soldiers in his district. Reports, however, said that soldiers of 41 RR beat Shabir Ahmad, the munshi at police chowki Kupwara, after he asked why the three brothers were stopped, humiliated and beaten.
The soldiers were reportedly headed by an officer of the rank of major. The soldiers reportedly loaded their guns and aimed them at the munshi, but the chowki officer, Tariq Ahmad, intervened in the matter, “The angry soldiers beat up the officer, too. Both of them were taken to hospital where the munshi was admitted for some time,” sources said. “Soon, senior officers of the police and army reached the spot to defuse the situation.” Talking to Kashmir Reader, Tariq Ahmad confirmed that there was “some minor scuffle” between the army soldiers and police, but said “the issue was later solved”.
“Yes, the incident took place Friday evening when army men were checking passenger vehicles and we told them to not harass the passengers as it was late (in the day). But they manhandled our munshi,” Ahmad said.
He, however, said, “It was not a big issue.”
“They (army soldiers) also misbehaved with me,” he said. Meanwhile, sources in sub-district hospital Kupwara confirmed that a policeman was brought to the hospital and he had been “beaten by someone”. He was discharged after some time. SSP Kupwara Shamsher Hussain did not respond to calls from this newspaper.

Militarization
· 
· Gather all details regarding Army’s constructions in Gulmarg: HC to BOCA
Aug 23: High Court (HC) has directed BOCA (Building Operation Controlling Authority) to visit the Army camp in Gulmarg to check the constructions carried out by Army.
The State government said that despite court orders, BOCA has not visited army camp in Gulmarg and “cannot permit the Army to carry out repairs and renovation work of its structures at Gulmarg unless it comes up with the details of the works”.
A division bench of Chief Justice Badar Durrez Ahmed and Justice Ali Muhammad Magrey said, “Since nobody from BOCA visited the army camps, we direct BOCA to gather all the details regarding the constructions carried out by Army.”
On previous hearing, Army had said that it cannot reveal the details of constructions to BOCA as it could cause breach of security”.
Deputy Advocate General Fayaz Ahmad Mir pleaded the case on behalf of State government and Assistant Solicitor General Tahir Shamsi defended the Union government.
In its meeting, BOCA has said it is unable to consider the case of Army unless they furnish details including key plan, site plan and overall area under its possession.
The authority said Army has to provide all details of constructions, existing as well as proposed, if any, in the standard format of drawings.
BOCA has asked the Army to identify and demarcate the existing boundaries of the 130 acres of land, and further identify and demarcate 53 acres of land which the Army had to surrender to the State government as per a 1991 government order.
It has asked the Army to furnish initial building permissions issued earlier by competent authority Gulmarg Projects Organization (GPO) or any other state regulatory authority which existed before the creation of GDA in 2003.
In response to Army’s request for proposed constructions in areas like Botapathri, the BOCA has said there was no document or evidence of transfer of land available in the records.
Regional Director, Ecology Environment and Remote Sensing has said that the comments of the Chief Wild Life Warden J&K should also be sought as the area in question appears to be a part of Gulmarg Wild Life Sanctuary.
He said the building infrastructure should conform to the guidelines, rules and regulations notified under the Environment Protection Act.
Shamsi, had said that Army cannot furnish the details about the repairs and renovation work and would file objections to the report filed by the GDA.
Army is stated to be under unauthorized occupation of land measuring 175 acres, 5 kanals and 13 marlas at Gulmarg.
· 6 army camps set up in Shopian in 8 months
Aug 25: One more army camp has been set up in Shopian district. This is sixth such camp that has been established in the district in eight months of 2017.
The new camp has been established in Dachoo Nagbal in Zainapora, 12 km from Shopian town. Only a few days ago, a camp was established in Chillipora neighbouring Heff village where five local militants are currently active, including Saddam Paddar and Waseem Malla. The camp has been set up on land belonging to Pandits. Chillipora is a small village located on Shopian-Aglar Litter road, 17 km from Shopian town.
Of the six army camps established in Shopian district in less than a year, four have come up in Zainapora and two in Shopian area.
This year first army camp in the district was set up in a building of horticulture department. A camp that previously existed in this building had been removed during the former National Conference-Congress government.
The next came up at Pahnoo village, followed by another at Nagisharan on June 6.
A couple of weeks ago, another camp was established in Dhobipora village.
The new camps have been set up at a time when many local youths in the district have picked up arms. The number of gunfights between militants and government forces has also increased in Shopian and neighbouring Pulwama.
“We were shocked to see soldiers erecting pickets, tents and marking the boundary with concertina wires,” said a local resident of Dachoo Nagbal, Mohammad Rajab.
“Gunfights and attacks have become a routine now, so the camp can create problems for is,” said a group of people in Chillipora.
Army PRO Col Rajesh Kalia told media that army establishes camps based on “routine operational requirements.” The same requirements have prompted the creation of these new camps, he said.
· Nadikhai residents protest occupation of ‘hospital land’ by army
Aug 26:  Residents of Naidkhai in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district are resenting and protesting the occupation of large plot of land meant for a hospital by army this week.
The troops of 13 RR set foot on the plot on Thursday, and the residentsresented the move by throwing stones at them.
Locals say the resentment against the occupation runs deep, as the land was “donated by villagers” to Health and Family Welfare two decades back for setting up a hospital, but since then it has repeatedly been occupied by various government forces.
Police and paramilitary were brought in to chase away the stone hurling youth on Friday, and clashes persisted for some time. Residents said that government forces picked up four youth from the village during night to “intimidate the villagers”.	
According to the village head, Haji Mohammad Akbar, who has the records of village land, at least 15 Kanals, of land has been occupied by the army.
“It was in 1993 when 13RR first grabbed this land and set up the camp there, and they stayed put till 2008”.
Later Jammu Kashmir police’s armed battalion occupied the land followed by IRP for few years. “The court despite giving order to IRP to vacate the land, remained undeterred,” Haji said. “2014 floods forced them to evacuate the land as it got flooded.”
The jubilation for the residents lasted for until Thursday, when troops of 13RR from Hajin camp came and began setting up a camp.
“The razor wires have been laid around the camp, which stations heavy vehicles and machinery” the residents said.
On August 26 residents observed a shutdown in the area. They also were demanding the release of the four youth picked by the government forces on Friday night for protesting the land occupation.
District Development Commissioner Bandipora Sajad Hussain told media that he would take up the matter with army authorities.
“I will talk to the CO Army regarding the hospital land occupied by 13RR and ensure that people do not suffer or face any kind of problem,” Hussain said.
A top police official in Bandipora, however, said that the district administration has told them that it was a state land.
“There was army camp prior to this camp too, so it was no big issue” he said.
Army establishes another garrison in Shopian

Officially stated
· 
· 310 army men committed suicide in 3 yrs: GoI
Aug 8: At least 310 army personnel have committed suicide since 2014 while 11 cases of fratricide were reported during the period, the government told Rajya Sabha.
Nine officers and 19 junior commissioned officers were among those who committed suicide between 2014 and July 31, this year, Minister of State for Defence Subhash Bhamre stated this while replying to a query on incidents of suicide and fratricide in the Army.
Replying to another question on the issue, the minister listed implementation of the Sahayak system along with other steps to address the problem of stress among the army personnel.
A senior army officer had said in June that the Army was actively considering recruiting civilian staff in peace stations to reform the colonial-era Sahayak system, in the wake of rising cases of army men coming out openly against it.
Under the system, a solider is attached to an officer for various work including protecting the officer, maintaining his weapons and helping him carrying out his responsibilities.
In the course of his written reply, Bhamre also listed ensuring superior quality of clothing, food, travel facilities, recreation and establishment of grievance redressal mechanism as some other steps for management of stress among the army men.
Bhamre said 84 army personnel committed suicide in 2014 while in 2015 and 2016, the number was 78 and 104 respectively.
Till July 31, the number of army men committing suicide was 44.
The minister said 11 cases of fratricide were reported in the army since 2014.
He said the defence institute of psychological research had conducted various studies on suicides and fratricides and their findings highlighted the need for steps to address the problem of stress.
· 24 civilian killings at gunfight sites this year
Aug 09: J&K police ruled out any loophole in the Standard Operating Procedures laid down for carrying out anti-militancy operations.
	“There is no question of any loophole in the SOPs. Youth are committing suicide (by going to gunfight sites). The operation in which militants were killed in Tral was a smooth one,” Kashmir range inspector general of police, Muneer Ahmad Khan told media.
 	His statement came after a teenager was killed by government forces at Novdal, Tral in clashes that erupted after killing of three militants in a gunfight in Gulab Bagh, Tral.
The IGP alleged that 500 to 600 youth attacked the forces’ camp at Nowdal “with whatever tools they had—stones, bricks, lathis etc.”
“In response, a boy, identified as Muhammad Younis, received pellet injuries in his vital body parts and he later succumbed,” he said.
A police source said till July 2 this year, at least 20 civilians were killed in forces’ action at the gunfight sites. He said 43 civilians have died this year (so far), including the teenager at Tral.
“Of these, 24 died near gunfight sites,” the source said.  “23 civilians got killed in South Kashmir, 16 in Central Kashmir and four in North Kashmir.”
· 35 civilians killed in 2016 unrest left out of Govt’s compensation package
Aug 10: The families of 35 civilians who were killed by government forces during 2016 unrest have been left out of the compensation package list finalized by the government which has officially recorded only 76 deaths compared to 111.
The government had announced that the families / kin of 76 civilians killed from July 8 till November 2 will be provided ex-gratia on humanitarian grounds, but of the 111 civilians killed during the 5 month period (July - Nov), 35 people have been dropped from the list.
As per the government report, only 76 civilians were killed during the unrest, triggered by the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani. 
As per government figures, 19 civilians from Anantnag – home district of chief minister Mehbooba Mufti - were killed by the government forces - 15 in July, three in August and one in September.
14 civilians died in Kulgam – 12 in July and 2 in September. In Shopian, 9 deaths have occurred from July 8 to November 2 – 7 deaths in July, 1 in August and 1 in September.
Seven civilians have died in Budgam in the month of August. In Srinagar, six civilians have died - one in July, three in August, one in September and 1 in October. Kupwara has seen 4 deaths as per government figures in the month of July, 5 people have died in Baramulla – three in August and two in September, and one civilian death has occurred in Bandipora.
· ‘6 commanders among 132 militants killed this year’
Aug 10: Six top militant commanders including Lashkar’s Abu Dujana and Burhan Wani’s successor Sabzar Ahmad Bhat of Hizbul Mujahideen were among 132 militants killed in gunfights with government forces in Jammu and Kashmir, so far this year, according to official figures.
The number of militants killed in the past seven months this year is the highest in the same period over the past seven years.
"As many as 132 militants have been killed in encounters with police and security forces in Kashmir Valley in over seven months this year,” a senior security official told PTI.
While 115 militants have been killed till July-end, as many as 17 militants have been killed since then till August 9, as per official statistics.
While 38 LeT militants were killed in over seven months till August 9, 37 Hizb militants were killed along with three of the al-Qeada-linked Zakir Musa group, and another 54 unidentified militants were killed, mostly on the LoC.
"The relentless operations by the security forces have defeated the desperate attempts by Pakistan and its agents to spread terror in Jammu and Kashmir. Operations will be continued," a senior Army officer said.
The slain militants included six top commanders of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Hizbul Mujahideen who were killed in fierce gunfights in Kashmir during the period.
Most of the gunfights took place in Pulwama, Shopian and Anantnag, apart from Bandipora and Kupwara and Budgam, a source said.
In 2010, the highest number of 156 militants were killed in the first seven months of the year followed by 102 in 2017, 77 in 2016, 61 in 2011, and 51 each in 2014 and 2015 respectively, the data revealed.
Similarly, 43 militants were killed in 2013, followed by 37 in 2012. 
· Stone-pelting cases decline in J&K due to NIA: Rajnath
Aug 20: Incidents of stone-pelting have reduced in Jammu and Kashmir due to the role of the National Investigation Agency (NIA), the Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh said while inaugurating the office and residential complex of the NIA in Lucknow.
“You have seen role of the NIA in Jammu and Kashmir, where incidents of stone pelting have come down. We have taken pledge for India’s security and strict action is being taken for this. We will accept challenges and in the past three years incident of naxalism, terrorism and extremism have seen a downward trend,” he said.
Emphasising on “finishing terror funding sources”, he said, “If we plug sources of fake currency and terror funding, it will be a big blow to terrorism. NIA is doing a great job here. Its name sends fear down the spine of those indulging in terror funding.”
He said the NIA was probing 165 cases and due to its “scientific probe there is an approximately 95 per cent conviction rate.”
· 23 J&K cops killed this year—highest in 4 years
Aug 28: Year 2017 has turned out to be one of the bloodiest years for the Jammu and Kashmir police as at least 23 of its personnel, including two officers, have been killed in different militant attacks in the past eight months. The slain policemen include an assistant sub-inspector (ASI) who was killed in Anantnag town on August 28.
	Officials said this is the highest number of police fatalities in Kashmir since 2013.  
The highest number of policemen was killed in June, according to a data available with the security establishment.
In one of the major militant attacks in June, six police personnel including a station house officer were killed in Achabal area of Anantnag district. The militants had also snatched five AK-47 rifles and some ammunition from the slain policemen.
The data maintains that in May, six policemen were killed. These include an ASI and two bank security guards who died when militants attacked a J&K Bank van in Kulgam district. Another policeman was also killed in the same district.
In August, five policemen have been killed so far.  Four of them were killed in Pulwama ‘fidayeen’ attack while another ASI was killed in Anantnag on Monday afternoon.
“Two policemen were killed in March and April while no cop fatalities have taken place in January and February,” the records reveal.
In 2016, the data says, 17 police personnel were killed during the entire year while 16 policemen were killed in 2014 and 19 in 2013.


	Date 
	Armed Forces
	Militants
	Civilians

	Aug 01
	-
	2
	1

	Aug 02
	-
	-
	1

	Aug 03
	2
	3
	1

	Aug 04
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 05
	-
	3
	-

	Aug 06
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 07
	-
	6
	-

	Aug 08
	1
	-
	1

	Aug 09
	-
	3
	1

	Aug 10
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 11
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 12
	1
	-
	-

	Aug 13
	1
	3
	3

	Aug 14
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 15
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 16
	2
	1
	-

	Aug 17
	-
	2
	-

	Aug 18
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 19
	-
	-
	1

	Aug 20
	-
	-
	2

	Aug 21
	-
	-
	1

	Aug 22
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 23
	-
	-
	1

	Aug 24
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 25
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 26
	8
	2
	-

	Aug 27
	-
	1
	1

	Aug 28
	1
	-
	-

	Aug 29
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 30
	-
	-
	-

	Aug 31
	-
	-
	-

	Total 
	16
	26
	14

	                                                                 Total 
	56 Killings 


Chronology of Incidents
Aug 01: Two LET militants were killed in an encounter with armed forces while a civilian was killed and over fourty persons, including 12 had bullet wounds, injured in the forces in Hakripora, Pulwama. The slain militants were identified as Abu Dujana of Gilgit and Arif Nabi Dar of Lelhar, Pulwama and the civilian was identified as Firdous Ahmad Khan of Begum Bagh, Kakapora, Pulwama. In Pulwama locals alleged the army fired directly towards district hospital Pulwama injuring at least seven person including a staff member. After Dujan’s killing protests were also spread to various places in Srinagar and in north Kashmir. Students of various colleges protest the killings. While an army jawan was injured when he inadvertently stepped over a drifted landmine while patrolling in the forward area of Krishna Ghatti sector in Mendhar, Jammu. 
Aug 02: A 17-year-old student injured in Gaberpora Haal area of Pulwama district when government troops opened fire on people protesting the killing of two Lashkar-e-Toiba militants, succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS Soura on August 2 morning.  While a complete shutdown was observed across Kashmir to protest the militants and civilian killing on August 1 by armed forces. Offices, schools, commercial establishments and other places of work remained closed. Traffic, too, was thin on the roads.
Aug 03: Three militants, two army men including a Major and a civilian were killed in three separate encounters in Kulgam, Shopian and Anantnag areas of South Kashmir. The slain militants killed in Kulgam were identified as Aqib Ahmad Itoo of Gopalpora and Suhail Rather of Tantraypora, Yaripora and the third militant killed in Anantnag was identified Yawar Nissar Shergujri @ Algazi of HM while the deceased civilian was identified as 35-year-old Ghulam Mohiuddin Bhat, resident of Arwini area in Bijbehara. Bhat was a labourer by profession and his family said he may have been returning from work when he was caught in crossfire.
Aug 04: Clashes between protestors and armed forces took places at various places across valley post-Friday prayers. 
Aug 05: Three militants of LET were killed in an encounter with armed forces in Sopore. The slain militants were identified as Danish Showkat Dar son of Showkat Ahmad Dar of Mumkak, Batpora, Sopore, Javaid Ahmad Dar of Khanpora, Baramulla and Abid Hamid Mir of Hajin. While three civilians were injured in army firing in Bandipora in Sumbal, Bandipora when they were protesting against militant killings. After the encounter internet services in Baramulla district was suspended. A CRPF soldier was reportedly injured in Nowgam area of Srinagar district when a patrolling party of CRPF was targeted by suspected militants. 
Aug 06: A shut down was observed in Anantnag, Barmaulla, Sopore and Hajin areas over the killing of three militants on August 5 during an encounter. While an army soldier was injured in accidental fire in Ramban
Aug 07: The army claimed it had foiled an infiltration bid along the Line of Control in Machhil sector of Kupwra and killed at least 5 militants attempting to cross into this part of Kashmir. The militants, army said, were non-local. While police claimed, a Pakistan militant was killed in an encounter with armed forces in Samboora area of Pulwama district. Police identified the slain militant as Umar of LET.   During the Pulwama encounter a civilian was injured. Cross LOC shelling took place along the Line of Control (LoC) in Rajouri district and in Uri sector of Kashmir. A soldier was wounded in Silikoot area of Uri sector in north Kashmir. 
Aug 08: Police recovered a bullet- riddled body of a vendor in Shopian district of Jammu and Kashmir. Ishtiyaq Ahmad Wagay was shot dead by suspected militants last night, an official said. The body of Wagay, a resident of Bijbehara town in Anantnag district, was found at Alamgunj in Shopian, the official said. A case has been registered in this regard and investigations set in motion, he added. While an army soldier was killedalong LOC in Poonch district.
Aug 09: Three local militants were killed during a brief gunfight with armed forces in Tral area. A civilian – a teenage boy – was killed by pellets that were fired by armed troops at people who clashed with them near the encounter site after the gunfight was over. The slain militants were identified as Zahid, Ishaq and Ashraf Dar. Intense clashes between people of Tral and armed forces took place near the site of the encounter soon after news of the gunfight spread. Clashes also broke out in many other parts of Pulwama district, including in main Tral town. The authorities promptly blocked internet services as well as voice calling service on mobile phones in many parts of Pulwama district. Sixteen-year-old Muhammad Younis Sheikh, son of Abdul Khaliq Sheikh of Saimoh village in Tral, was hit with pellets from a very close range and died later in the hospital. 
Aug 10: A complete shutdown was observed across Pulwama district to mourn the three local militants and the teenage boy killed in Tral the previous afternoon. Commercial establishments, schools, colleges and offices across Pulwama district remained closed the entire day. Traffic, though, plied normally in many areas of the district. While an army porter was seriously injured in a land mine blast near LOC in Rajouri district.
Aug 11: Clashes erupted during CASO in Noorpora, Tral as soon the news of militants being trapped spread in the area. 
Aug 12: An army soldier was killed and four soldiers injured in an on-going encounter between trapped militants and armed forces in Awneera village of Shopian.  While clashes between local youths and the government troops were taking place on all sides of the village. Local sources said that people from neighbouring villages had assembled near the encounter site and were hurling stones on armed forces who were retaliating with tear smoke shells and pellets. In Forces action several protesters were injured by pellets and several were referred to Frisal hospital or private clinics. In cross LOC shelling an army’s JCO and a woman were killed along LOC in Poonch district. The deceased woman was identified as Raqia Bi wife of Mohammad Shabir of Golhad, Kalran, Mendhar.  In north Kashmir an army soldier was injured when militants attacked a military building in Kalaroos, Kupwara. In Srinagar, a civilian was injured in an explosion hurled by unknown persons towards a police naka in Dalgate, Srinagar. 
Aug13: Three local HM militants and an army soldier were killed in an encounter that erupted on August 12 in Awneera village of Shopian. The slain militants were identified as Mohammad Yaseen Itoo alias Gaznavi of Budgam, Irfan-ul-Haq of Shopian and Umar Majeed of Kulgam. After the encounter was over the clashes between the protestors and armed forces erupted from various places of Shopian. In the clashes various persons were injured including two suffered bullet injuries.  A youth Muhammad Sayeed Bhat, 25, of Shirmal, who was hit by bullet near the gunfight site at Awneera succumbed to his injuries. He had suffered bullet injuries in his abdomen. While a youth succumbed to injuries after hit by pellets fired by armed forces during clashes in Kakapora. The deceased was identified as Owais Ahmad Dar son of Mohammad Shafi of Kakapora, Pulwama. Another civilian injured in a explosion in Dalgate Srinagar succumbed to his injuries received on August 12 in a grenade explosion in Dalgate area. Militants injured two policemen and an army soldier before giving the slip to forces at Hajin in Bandipora. During cross LOC shelling three army soldiers were injured along LOC in Uri.   
Aug 14: Four CRPF personnel and a policeman was injured in a grenade attacked by militants in Kanihama Magam area of Budgam district. While a boy was injured when an explosive apparently left behind at an encounter site around 40 days back in Kashmir’s Pulwama district. The injured was identified as Danish Ahmad Khanday, 17. The boy was injured when he found the explosive near an encounter site at Bamnloo, which exploded as he was fiddling with it. Several persons were injured while dozens others were detained in Chadoora area of Budgam district in day-long clashes that erupted after the burial of local militant commander Yasin Itoo.
Aug 15: A woman was injured in cross shelling along LOC in Uri sector in Baramulla district in north Kashmir. While curfew-like restrictions were imposed in Srinagar to prevent protests.  
Aug 16: District commander of the Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT), Ayub Lelhari, alias Hateeb-ullah was killed in an ambush laid by government forces, in Banderpora area of Pulwama district. A policeman of the special operations group (SOG) was also injured in gunfire and is being treated at the Air Force base in Koil. The CRPF injured in grenade blast on August 14 in Budgam succumbed to his injuries. Another soldier, who was injured during ceasefire violation by Pakistan along the Line of Control (LoC) at Uri sector in north Kashmir district of Baramulla on August 7, succumbed to his injuries.
Aug 17: Two unidentified militants were killed in an on-going gunfight near the dam site in Bhim Nallah area of Gurez in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district. Soon after the burial of LeT militant Ayub Ahmad Lone alias Lelhari, at his ancestral village Lelhar in Pulwama, as people were returning to their homes, intense clashes erupted in Lelhar and adjoining Kakapora village and Samboora village near Pampore. At least 8 people sustained minor injuries during the clashes. 
Aug 18: Incidents of post Friday prayers were reported from various places including Srinagar downtown,
Aug 19: Unidentified gunmen shot dead an activist of ruling People’s Democratic Party in Dialgam area of Anantnag district, police said. A police official said some gunmen barged into the house of Ishaq Parray, son of Abdul Gani, at Ugjan village in Dialgam and fired at him indiscriminately. Parray was rushed to a local hospital where doctors pronounced him as dead on arrival. A major CASO in ten villages of Shopian was launched by the armed forces.
Aug 20: A cable operator was shot dead in Shopian, while bullet riddled body of a college student was recovered from an orchard.  Reports said the gunmen shot at the cable operator Hilal Ahmad Malik, resident of Malik Mohalla Shopian outside the district hospital Shopian. He suffered bullet injuries in his abdomen and legs.  In another incident, a bullet- riddled body of a college student was recovered in Shopian district. Reports said the body of the youth, identified as Gowhar Ahmad of Urpara village of Nagbal was found by locals in an orchard, less than a kilometer from his home. His family members said he had left his home Aug 19 evening.
Aug 21:  The body of a former Panchayat member was found in Sangas village of Anantnag with visible injury marks. The slain was identified as Shabir Ahmad son of Abdul Rehman Wani of Shangus, Anantnag. Yet to verify whether the case was related to conflict killing or not.
Aug 22: An encounter has erupted in Handawra area of Kupwara district between militants and armed forces. 
Aug 23: The person claimed by army to be a militant killed in an encounter in Kupwara was turned out to be a civilian. The deceased has been identified as Shahid Bashir Mir of Daril Tarathpora area of Handwara. He was a 3rd-year student at Government Degree College Handwara. The locals alleged that the slain was killed in a fake encounter. 
 Aug 24: massive protests took place over the killing of a student in an alleged fake encounter in north Kashmir’s Kupwara district. 
Aug 25: A BSF soldier was injured in a sniper shot fired from across along international border in Arin, Jammu. While various protests demonstrations were held at various places to protest erosion of Article 35-A.
Aug 26: Four policemen and equal number of CRPF personnel and two JEM militants were killed in an encounter “fidayeen in nature” at District Police Lines (DPL) Pulwama. 
Aug 27: The standoff between militants and government forces at District Police Lines (DPL) Pulwama concluded with the killing of the third militant, a foreigner. Four policemen and four CRPF troopers, along with the two other militants, had lost their lives in the 17-hour gunfight. In north Kashmir, the headless body of a youth who was known to be a pro-freedom agitator was recovered from near the river Jhelum in Mandi area of Hajin in Bandipora district. The head of 24-year-old Muzaffar Ahmad Parray, a butcher by profession, is yet to be found. His body was found with both hands tied with a rope behind the torso.  While one person was injured when a shell went off at the Entrepreneurship Development Institute (EDI) building where an encounter had taken place between security forces and militants last year, the police said. Jan Mohammad Dar, a resident of Lethpora in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district, was injured when a shell exploded at the EDI building in Pampore near the Srinagar-Jammu national highway on the city outskirts, a police official said.
Aug 28: Suspected militants shot dead a 55-year-old police officer when he was regulating traffic in the busy Mahendi Kadal area of main town Anantnag. The slain officer has been identified as Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI) Abdul Rashid Shah, son of Gul Muhammad Shah, a resident of Panzath village in Qazigund area of Anantnag district. While two militants escaped after clashes broke out at Vijpara village, near Hajin town in Bandipora district, reports said. In Shopian, a cordon and search operation yielded nothing in Ronipora, Mantribug, Zainpora, Dangam, Wangam and adjacent villages. Government forces launched the operation in the wee hours of morning, but instead of finding militants they had to fight off stone-pelting from locals, who alleged that the soldiers beat up two women and four youths and arrested two teenagers. In cross LOC shelling, five civilians, including a woman and two minor boys, were injured in ceasefire violation along the Line of Control (LoC) in Poonch district, officials said.
Aug 29: The armed forces launched CASO in two different areas of Kulgam district following inputs of militant presence in those areas. 
Aug 30: Clashes erupted in north Kashmir’s Handwara shortly after colleges and educational institutions re-opened following killing of a local teenager. Reports said that a large number of students from government Degree College Handwara including girls took to streets and staged protest demonstration against the killing of their colleague Shahid Ahmad Mir of Daril village of Tarathpora Handwara. Mir was killed by army on August 22 in an alleged fake encounter in Hangikote forests.
The armed forces was forced to call off its CASO in Hajin area of Badipora district after facing stiff resistance from the protesters who were raising slogans and pelting stone on the forces.  While cross LOC shelling tokk place in villages of Rajouri district of Jammu and Kashmir.
Aug 31: Students of Government Degree College (GDC) Anantnag were allegedly beaten and abused by army men on Thursday, near Bijbehara in Anantnag district, for “disrespecting the national flag”. In another incident, army allegedly beat up a Tavera driver, sparking protests that included some stone-pelting and a nearly half-hour traffic jam on the Jammu-Srinagar highway at Drangbal, Pampore, in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district.  While a police officer was shot at and injured by suspected militants in Haripora village of Shopian. 
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