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[bookmark: _GoBack]The JKCCS concern about the dismissal of the petition

The dismissal of the petition filed by the Organization “Roots Of Kashmir” seeking investigation into the killing of Kashmir Pandits in J&K, on the reason that 27 years has passed since the crimes in question and “No fruitful purpose would emerge as evidence is unlikely available at this late juncture” is highly deplorable and is against the well-established principal Nullum Tempess Occurit Regi i.e. the crime never dies. The judgment is in contravention of the laws laid down by the different High Court & Supreme Court in India. The killing of Kashmir Pandiths like other killings in the state of J&K needs to be investigated and the perpetrators should be taken to justice  The delay is not the ground for refusing the justice to the victims. According to the analogy of the Supreme Court all the cases including massacres and rapes committed by perpetrators whether state or non-state actors would only absolve them. In modern era times the states have re-open and re-investigated the cases even after the expiry of decades. Bangladesh War Crimes Tribunal was set up in 2009 to investigate and prosecute suspects for the genocide committed in 1971 is still trying the criminals and different countries are agitating the crimes being perpetrated in past. Spain has enacted a special legislation to investigate the crime committed during the Spanish Civil War after the passage of 80 years. International Criminal Court & International War Crimes Tribunal constituted from time to time have investigated and convicted the perpetrators. In Sabra and Shatila Massacre in 1982 Lebanon by Christian Phalange militia after 30 years the demand for compensation was made. In Srebrenica massacre in 1995 in which 8000 Muslims were killed by Serbs the international criminal tribunal after 21 year have convicted Radone Carovict and other war criminals recently one Slobodan Praljak, former Bosnian Croat military chief made history in war criminal trials by taking poison in the court during trial which shocked the whole world. Even in India the 1984 massacre committed earlier then the killing of Kashmiri Pandiths are still being probed notwithstanding 10 commissions were formed and  even Special Investigation Teams (SIT) have been constituted by the Ministry of State to re-investigate the serious criminal cases. In Bombay riot of 1992-1993 the 31 police man indicted by the Sri Krishnan Commission for the riots is still pending in the Supreme Court. In Gujarat massacre of 2002 in which nearly 2000 people were killed and 15,000 were displaced during the violence in which 60 investigation by National and International bodies were conducted and the Gujarat High Court awarded 11 convicts to rigorous life imprisonment and upheld the 20 others to life imprisonment in terming 2002 and the matter is still pending. Supreme Court appointed Special Investigation Team (SIT) and the matter is still sub-judice. The Supreme Court Order is contradictory to well established norm of the criminal jurisprudence and against the international laws and the principal laid down by the Nuremburg principles. 

That the Kashmiri pandiths killings officially 214 persons have been killed since conflict started and it cannot be compared with holocaust, genocide or the other war crimes perpetrated but the denying the investigation into the killings is the responsibility of the state and the justification that evidence is unlikely available at this late juncture is against the canons of law. It is a dangerous precedent keeping this principal in the consideration the all the major crimes including Massacre, rapes, and enforced disappearance perpetuated decades back old not be investigated meaning that the criminals will be absolved. There are 186 FIR’s filed against the killing if Kashmiri pandiths in valley an most of the killings including the killing of Ganjo (Retire Judge) Tikalal Tiplu (Political activist of BJP) Sarla  Bhat (Nurse ) Laskol (Director Doordarshan) have been found as untraced like other killings of the majority community. Though no proper investigation has been conducted but it is also true that the victims of the minority community has shown no will and determination during investigation. The cases could have been transferred outside Kashmir like the victims of Gujarat got the cases transferred from Gujarat to Maharashtra and for getting them investigated there. Bita Karatai has 14 criminal cases pending in the court and there was no persuasion from the Kashmiri pandiths for fair investigation of trial though the establishment media and all the right wing political organization were on their side. Contrary to victim of majority community some of them have been showing exemplary will and determination for re-investigation of their cases closed as untraced by the CBI and Police Kunan Poshpora case, Sailan Massacre, Sopore massacre and mass graves case are the examples  in this behalf.

That we support the Kashmiri pandiths killings should be investigated and so should be the killing of 8000 enforced disappearance, massacres, custodial deaths and torture being perpetuated on the other kashmiris irrespective of their religion. The civil society believes that there was no serious effort made by the roots of Kashmir it was more on the propaganda level which was dismissed by the Supreme Court. 



Attack on Amarnath Pilgrims leaves 8 dead, many injured
Kashmir civil society protest killings

The Informative Missive 	1	July 2017

On July 10, in a gruesome attack on Amarnath Yatris (pilgrims) by unidentified assailants, eight Yatris including five women were killed and many were injured in South Kashmir’s Battengoo village of Anantnag district, along the Srinagar-Jammu national highway. The pilgrims were returning from the remote Himalayan shrine of Amarnath in a bus when they came under the attack. Six victims belonged to Gujrat while two were from Maharashtra. Within minutes, the incident invited widespread condemnations. No group claimed responsibility of the attack; however, the police and government accused militants for carrying out the attack. The attack invited large scale condemnations and protests from people of all walks of life including militants.  This was not the first time Amarnath Yartis were attacked, in past as well pilgrims were attacked but this attack was more gruesome in nature. Pahalgam, a world famous tourist resort in south Kashmir, observed strike to protest the killings. [image: ]
Civil Society protest at Srinagar 

The attack took place at Battengoo at about 8.20pm when 60-70 pilgrims were returning from Baltal, one of the base camps of the pilgrimage, to Jammu. Batengoo is 65 km south of Srinagar.
Officials said the bus was neither registered with the Amarnath shrine board nor part of a convoy. It was moving after sunset, which is not allowed because of security restrictions.
The Inspector General of Police Munir Khan, while blaming LET militants for killing the Yatris said the pilgrims were not the target but the armed forces. 
	Immediately after the attack, Kashmir youth rushed to the hospital to donate the blood to save the injured pilgrims. There were allegations that following the attack the armed forces went berserk in Battengoo village and detained at least six people, including two students, on July 11. 
“After the attack, they (armed forces) started banging at our gate at about 10 PM. Terrified, we did not open the door. They scaled the boundary wall and then forced their way into our house,” Shabnum a native of Battengo said.
She said that the forces went berserk as soon as they entered the premises of the house, breaking doors and window panes.
The Shabnum’s family alleged that the forces took away the day’s sale money from its shop along with them.
Locals have also alleged that the forces damaged some other houses in the vicinity as well.
SSP Anantnag, Altaf Khan, denied having made any arrests from the area. “Nobody was arrested,” Khan told media.
Civil society protests 
On July 11, a number of people from civil society staged a sit-in-protest in Srinagar against the attack.
The protesters assembled inside Pratap Park in Lal Chowk carrying black banners and placards in their hands. They raised slogans like, “innocents killings not accepted”, “all pilgrims welcome” and “all tourists welcome”.
Speaking on the occasion, coordinator of JKCSS, Khurram Parvez, said “Kashmiris are conscious of this pain and can’t withstand this pain being inflicted on anyone else.”
He said the Indian investigative agencies have failed to establish truth in such killings in the past. 
"Kashmiris have always condemned such killings. The UNHRC should be allowed to probe all mysterious killings that occurred in Kashmir, including at Nadimarg and Chhatisinghpora," Khurram told reporters.
“They are trying to use these incidents and create a media spectacle to further their violence against people of Jammu and Kashmir and that is what this protest is against. We do not want these killings to be used to further legitimize the violence against Kashmiri people.”
“We condemn killings of the yatris and we want that people of India should also come forward and express same kind of outrage when Kashmiri civilians are getting killed,” Khurram added.
Traders, tour operators, houseboat owners and hoteliers assembled in the press enclave here holding placards demanding an "independent probe" into the "brutal killings" and condemning the "barbaric attack".
The Kashmir Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) also took out a rally from their office near Polo View here and condemned the attack. The KCCI demanded a judicial probe by a retired Supreme Court judge.
Speaking on the occasion, senior KCCI member Ibrahim Shadad said, "It is a very sad occasion for us. We have always welcomed pilgrims. We Kashmiris have always cooperated with them and will continue to."
“KCCI has always condemned such killings,” he said while demanding judicial probe into the incident and stern punishment for those found guilty for the killings.
Travel agencies, hotels and allied agencies will suspend their business as a mark of protest. Travel Agents Association of Kashmir (TAAK) called for one-day shutdown of business establishments while Travel Agents Society of Kashmir (TASK) called for two-day shutdown against the incident.
Secretary General TASK, Ather Yamin said such acts are the handiwork of those who don’t want Kashmir to prosper. “We are deeply saddened by this dastardly act. The attack is not only on yatris but on humanity. Every Kashmiri is with the victims and mourn the killings. We condemn the attack in the strongest terms,” said Yameen, demanding impartial and time bound probe into the incident.
General Secretary of TAAK, Farooq Kutloo said, “We have assembled here because the unfortunate incident has directly affected our tourism industry as we have got a lot of calls from tourists since yesterday for cancellations.”
Kashmir Traders and Manufacturers Federation (KTMF) headed by Muhammad Yasin Khan also condemned the incident. In a statement, Khan who also heads the Kashmir Economic Alliance (KEA) said in this hour of grief entire Kashmir is with the families of those bereaved.
Reiterating that Kashmir is a land of communal harmony, Khan appealed the people to be united in this hour of grief and not fall prey to communal forces of divide.
Khan also sought attention of the government towards the security of Kashmiri Muslims outside Kashmir.
Kashmir Hotel & Restaurant Owners Federation (KHAROF) termed the attack as an onslaught on the tradition of brotherhood and secular fabric of the valley for which it has been well-known across the world since ages.
“The attack goes against the basic human dignity and values of a civilized society which deserves to be condemned by one and all in harshest words.”
Kashmir Valley Fruit Growers cum Dealers Union and New Kashmir Fruit Association Parimpora Srinagar said the visitors and the yatris are the guests of Kashmiris and are always treated respectfully by them.
“People have always come out in support of the yatris and other tourists whenever they were in trouble. People saved the lives of the tourists when they met with an accident at Barsu Ganderbal and people of the locality shifted them to hospital for immediate medical attention. The religious harmony of Kashmiri people is age old and exemplary.”
Chairman of Nigeen Tourist Traders Association (NTTA), Manzoor Ahmad Wangnoo said, “We all condemn the barbaric attack on the yatris and we are shocked and have no words to express our sorrow to their families who were killed in this unfortunate incident.”
“Kashmir is known for its hospitality and the deadly attack sends out a negative message,” said representative of Travel Trade Association of Kashmir (TTAR), Farooq Ahmad, adding the attack should be investigated and stern action should be taken against the culprits.
Kashmir Centre for Social and Development Studies (KCSDS) issued a statement to express anguish over the incident. “Our heart goes out to the victims of this senseless violence which plays with the lives of citizens for political gains. The usual condemnations have become a meaningless ritual. But we really feel aggrieved by the loss of precious lives who had come here for a journey of faith,” the KCSDS statement reads.
It also raised questions on the “conflicting versions” of the incident and demand impartial investigation. “Following points are worth consideration as to why a probe in the matter is indispensible- That the bus carrying the Amarnath Yatris was operating beyond the deadline prescribed for such travel, that in contravention of the rules & regulations, all the yatris in the bus were unregistered which was operating outside the security set-up for the purpose, that a 56 seater bus carrying as many unregistered yatris was allowed to proceed without any check or questioning.”
“Recently, Kashmir police arrested a Hindu boy, by the name of ‘Sandeep Sharma’in the same area. He is being passed as an accomplice of Bashir Lashkari, a militant, who was killed in an operation with forces. Strangely Sandeep was caught alive when all other militants were killed,” the KCSDS statement added.
Federation Chamber of Industries Kashmir (FCIK) called an emergency meeting to condemn the attack. The meeting chaired by FCIK president, M Ashraf Mir urged the government to take all necessary steps for safety of yatris and bring the culprits to book. “Such types of incidents disturb communal harmony of the state,” Mir said while urging people to maintain peace and calm in this hour of grief.
PHD Chamber Of Commerce & Industry Kashmir Chapter held an emergency meeting.
Co-Chairman of PHD Chamber, Zahoor Ahmad Tramboo said, Kashmiris must stand together against those people who would use this incident to spread extremist views and also those who would spread fear and hate within the society. “Hopefully, this will unite us against all kinds of extremism and communal frenzy.”
Pahalgam Hotels and Restaurant Owners Association (PHAROA) also condemned the attack. It said Kashmiris have always shown hospitality and treated tourists and Yatris as their valued guests.
London based Kashmir Voice International (KVI) also held an emergency meeting, condemning the incident. “KVI believes that pilgrims (Yatris) have always been welcome, during all these years of turmoil. Pilgrims (Yatris) are our guests and deserve all love and respect. This act of terrorism hurts Kashmir’s ethos of love for humanity. An urgent enquiry is needed to bring the culprits to justice,” reads the statement issued by KVI.
Meanwhile, a human rights group filed a petition in the Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights Commission (SHRC), demanding an investigation into the attack on the pilgrims.
"We have filed a petition before SHRC demanding it to investigate the attack on the Amarnath pilgrims," said Chairman International Forum for Justice and Protection for Human Rights Mohammad Ahsan Antoo. However, the SHRC is yet to admit his petition.

Disappeared teacher’s body leaves many agonizing questions

On July 18, disfigured body of a teacher Bilal Sheikh, 25, working with army Sadbavana (goodwill) school was found in Batamarg forests of Handwara. The teacher was missing from June 28. The body was beyond recognition. The identification was possible only with the help of his clothing and sleepers. It wasn’t clear who killed him and why. His family is looking for clues about the circumstances of his disappearances and killing. Police is not filing FIR and trying to project the killing a case of suicide, however, the family vehemently rejected police theory as police failed to give convincing reasons. Bilal was facing frequent harassment from police and army for quite sometime caused serious mental disturbance to him.   [image: ]Bilal’s family shared his photo

A two member team of The Informative Missive went to Bilal’s native village Dolipora, Handwara, Kupwara in north Kashmir to meet his family to get details of the case. At Bilal house, his elder brother Mohammad Amin, a mechanic, talked openly and in detail about his brother and the creepy situation he was caught in for quite a sometime.     
The statement made by Mohammad Amin goes: 
They are two brothers and six sisters, only one is unmarried. 
Bilal had a double MA and was also preparing, for the second time, for the KAS (in the first attempt he got less points in the first semenster). He had also qualified the physical fitness test of a Sub-Inspector post in 2017. He was hopeful to attain a successful career. The family has sold out 3 kanals of land to ensure Bilal’s education. · Bilal also received letters from the army asking him to explain the stone pelting charges. He did not reply and he did not resign his job. 

· His neck had a cut mark as did his feet – like they were bound perhaps?


Bilal began his work at the Hajipir Army Goodwill School, Trehgam, in 2013– definitely before the floods hit Kashmir. He worked there as a teacher. 
In 2016 – September, for about 10-15 days, every few days in this period, Bilal received threatening phone calls asking him to stop doing the work he was doing. The person said he was calling from Handwara police station. Amin made him to destroy his old SIM and get a new one and then he got no further such calls. Bilal had no connection to militancy or stone pelting. 
Then, in August 2016, Amin received a call from the Trehgam police station (PS) and he was told to send Bilal to the PS. But Amin decided to visit the station himself. There he was told by SHO Ashiq that the army had sent a letter to the police directing the arrest of Bilal. Amin never saw this letter himself. The police SHO claimed that Bilal was a stone pelter – which is untrue. The following day, both Bilal and Amin had to visit the camp – they were made to come every morning – made to wait till the evening on one pretext or another (the SHO would tell them he has to ruse and address another issue etc). So from around 10 to 7:30 or even later (approx.) they were made to wait at the PS for 15 days. Finally, after 15 days, they were no longer called to the PS and they were given an No Objection Certificate (NOC) from the police. This NOC was given after the brothers wrote to SSP who signed off on this “verification”. During this time, the Panzgam army camp, who also ran the school – the principal was a Kashmiri and a criminal type and source for the army, but under the overall control of an army officer, would also call Bilal and ask him to meet them. On one occasion he met them but didn’t tell Amin what transpired there. He didn’t tell his brother anything necessarily but he kept saying that he wants to resign from the school. 
Around a month later, despite the NOC, the police called Bilal and both brothers went for a few times over 6-7 days to the Trehgam PS. Once again they were made to wait the whole day as Bilal was, again, accused of stone pelting. Bilal was the only boy from the village being called. SHO Ashiq asked Amin and Bilal to get a letter from the villagers that Bilal was innocent. Finally, Bilal’s family got a letter from the villagers Sarpanch Ghulam Hassan, Resham Jan, Deputy Sarpanch, Abdul Ahad Wani – government employee, and Numberdar and Chowkidar from the village – as asked by the police – confirming that Bilal was not a stone pelter. The copy is not with family. They were released – at 11 30 pm that night. They were also checking at the school for him. I think he did meet the army on these occasions including in their camp.
Bilal also received letters from the army asking him to explain the stone pelting charges. He did not reply and he did not resign his job. 
Around 15 days, 13 or 14 June, the family did a Niyaz, a religious ritual, after he returned and so I remember, before Bilal went missing, only to be found dead. The Panzgam army camp asked him to supply two photos of his and to meet them. Bilal told Amin this in a very frustrated manner as he was being harassed again. I don’t think he went and gave the photos. Around the same time, he went missing one entire day. He was not going to school then (he was on leave) and he just went missing after telling his sister he had to go somewhere. He left his phone at home. The family searched him everywhere and finally filed a missing report at 4 pm but he returned that evening. The family were scared because he was being harassed by police. 
On 28 June, Bilal disappeared and on 18 July his dead body was found. On 28 June he left the house at around 10 am and told his cousin brother that he was going to the orchards. He was heard having a tough conversation with someone on the phone. Two boys saw him at around 11:30 am at a bridge in Dolipora. First a boy saw him and asked him to come home but Bilal said he was waiting for someone. A little later, at same place, another boy Zahoor Ahmad Khan came from whom Bilal borrowed a cigarette. He told him he has to go to Trehgam (which is the opposite direction from which one would go to Batamarg). His sister (eldest sister who was then staying at home) called him at 11:30 and asked him to come home for food. Then his phone went off. Bilal’s family searched him everywhere and even sought the army assistance but they did not help. 
A missing report was filed on 29 June and in this the family said he was mentally disturbed and worried that if he returns like before then again we may have a problem with police. On the same day, after the missing report, Colonel (bearded) from Trehgam came and consoled Bilal’s father (actually in the army they called him colonel but he was wearing a rank of Major – I saw). 
Next day, Bilal’s mother and uncle went to Trehgam army camp. They asked for a smell dog and they said “we will give next day”. Amin and uncle went four days later (during which the police was asking them to wait as he must have joined militancy. The family wasn’t sure but Amin told the SHO he was sure this was not true). At Trehgam camp – they met the Brigadier – he again said come the next day for two dogs. But he didn’t send and the concerned colonel (who had a beard) didn’t pick up. The family only kept calling and never visited that camp.  But around 6-7 days after his disappearance, the same Colonel called and asked about Bilal and said he has gone across and you don’t need to search for him. 
The family kept going to the police station Trehgam but Parvez, the new SHO didn’t do anything in this case. They even questioned my sisters at the police station. 
His body was in bad shape and the face could not be identified. I think it was burnt. Post mortem was done by doctors – including a Dr Fayaz – in Kupwara and the report which confirmed torture but then they sent it forensic tests. I don’t think the police even filed a FIR. 
The body was found by a shepherd in the Batamarg forests. The shepherd called Bilal’s neighbor, Samundar Khan, and told him there is a body in the village and has Bilal been found? This was about 7:30 am. Then Amin and Samundar Khan and others went to the forest. Amin phoned the police station Trehgam where a constable Majid told him what they were doing. He said “you go first and see the body and then call us”. There were about 10 or so people: Mohammad Samundar Khan, Qalandar Khan, Nazir Khan, cousin brother Mohammad Yousuf, Fayaz Ahmad Wani, Manzoor Ahmad Sheikh. Amin called police station Trehgam and then Azad, a friend called. My friend with another army people from TA, Heeri camp, and two police constables from police chowk Awra (this police chowk comes under Trehgam police station). 
There was no insecticide bottle there – everyone there will confirm this. The police came after two hours from Trehgam police station. Amin was one of the first to the body. His neck had a cut mark as did his feet – like they were bound perhaps? His hair was gone. Amin think his head was burnt. Amin could identify him based on the slippers and blue shalwar kameez (cloths). By the way, a person cannot reach there with chappals (sleepers). Then Amin called police who asked him to keep a distance and two hours later they arrived.  Later the police claimed there was an insecticide bottle near the body (trying to claim suicide that they have in other cases as well). There was none. Also why would he commit suicide there – why not at home or even the forests behind our own house? Police asked Amin to sign blank papers – on top and at Kupwara hospital -towards apparently confirming identity of bodies. Amin did. Police also told Amin that his testicles were cut and his neck has rope marks.  One tooth had been broken. 
After the body was found, the same colonel called and asked about Bilal and whether the body had bullets and Amin said he didn’t see any blood on the body.
After the above phone call, the fourth day of the death, SHO Parvez came to the house and saw his papers etc. after broke open the locker, as the keys were missing. He took some books and most he returned. At this time the family also told him that their source who fixed Bilal in stone pelting is the one concerned but the police said it can’t get into it. 
Bilal did have a girlfriend – Ruhi Amin Malik, she came from a big family – her father is working as BDO in Road and building (R&B) in Drugmulla, but Amin don’t think this has anything to do with his killing. Ruhi and Bilal met at the school as they both taught there. Interestingly, a few days after his disappearance, the sister-in-law of Ruhi was reinstated in her position. The family protested over the appointment as Bilal’s fate was yet to be known and they expected he will return. After his death all the school people came – including the principal – but not Ruhi. The police took statements from many people including the Ruhi. She was from Trehgam. Police also called some other people from Trehgam but when Ashiq Bukhari, former SSP Srinagar, intervened, they released them. 
Before his death, Bilal received many show cause notices on different issues from the army to which he responded orally. 
Police had taken statements from all family members. 
Bilal had taken leave around 15 days this year. He was having like a bad headache which doctors in Delhi said was because of stress. 
The overall army in charge is the Trehgam camp below which comes the Panzgam camp. Our house, Batamarg – Trehgam camp – but Batamarg also comes under Potakhan, 2km away from body, Warsun camp – 3-4 km. Trehgam is Brigade HQ and Panzgam Battalion HQ. 

Tariq’s killing another addition to the encounter site deaths
His killing leaves his family in lurch 
Twenty-three-year-old, Tariq Ahmad Chopan’s killing on July 1 near encounter site was another grave reminder of what the Indian Army Chief General Bipin Rawat February 15 warning of “stern action against civilians who would try to ‘disrupt’ counter-insurgency operations”. By the end of this month as many as fifteen civilians were killed by the armed forces near the encounter sites in Kashmir this year. 
The information gathered by The Informative Missive reveals Tariq was not ‘disrupting’ the armed forces operation against the militants. Whatever his families shared nowhere mention that Tariq was part of any protest but merely a passer-by when he became victim of armed forces bullet. 
On July 1, 8:30 am, Tariq left his home to take his brother’s ponies to Pahalgam, a famous tourist resort, in south Kashmir. To reach to the resort he detoured through village Brienty, 9 km away from his native village Dahrun, Dooru to minimize his travel distance. At Pahalgam, he occasionally used to assist his brother Mohammad Ashraf, a ponywalla. Tariq was himself a carpenter. “The people who took Tariq to the hospital entered his name as Shadab in the hospital records to conceal his identity so that police won’t be able to harass him.”

Unaware about the encounter Tariq while going through village Brienty spotted people gathered at a place. Probably to ascertain, he went close to them.  “While he went close to the gathering armed forces deployed to neutralize militants opened fire on the civilians. It was there he and other civilians were injured. Tariq received bullet on right side of his belly,” stated Nazneen, Tariq’s sister while talking to The Informative Missive researcher who has visited the victim’s house to collect the case details. 
One of the civilians, a local lady Tahira Begum died on the spot after receiving bullet fired by the armed forces. Tahira was out to bring her children back after hearing about the eruption of encounter between militants and armed forces in the area. 
At around 2 pm, Tariq’s family was informed by some villagers about the incident. The injured Tariq was taken to District Hospital, Janglat Mandi.
The sister further stated, “As soon as we heard the news we went towards the hospital but on way were stopped by the villagers, as forces had imposed strict restrictions due to the encounter”.  
As Tariq’s conditions were deteriorating he was referred to Kashmir’s tertiary hospital Sher Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) by the villagers. 
“We at home have no idea about the gravity of his injury. We were waiting that he would be back by evening after the first aid treatment. We never thought he would succumb to his injuries in the hospital on the same evening,” the dejected sister averred. 
In the evening, the people `in large gathering bought his body home. “When his body arrived, it was then we came to know about his death. It was shock of life to the family,” the sister stated while struggling to hold back her tears. 
Interestingly, Tariq was admitted in hospital on pseudonym Shadab by the people who took him there to avoid imminent future police harassment. 
“Normally the injured youth face harassment from police after being discharged from the hospitals.  The people who took Tariq to the hospital entered his name as Shadab in the hospital records to conceal his identity so that police won’t be able to harass him,” the sister stated.  
Tariq Ahmad was working as a carpenter to support his family.  Tariq was working from his childhood as the impoverish family conditions never allows him to start studies. The already poor economic conditions of the family further worsen after Tariq’s father Ghulam Rasool, a labourer, was diagnosed with fatal cancer disease in 2015. 
Tariq’s family never approached the police to file FIR. “We didn’t approach the police for filing of FIR nor we are aware whether they have filed FIR in the incident or not,” the sister stated.
The family shows no interest in filing the legal case against the perpetrators responsible for killing the youth. “We were already in lot of problems and perusing the legal case is not an easy thing to do. My brother Ashraf is now only source of income and my father is not keeping well”, Nazneen said while expressing the limitation of his families. 
Tariq is survived by Tariq’s family comprises his father, mother Faza Bano, 52, two sisters and two brothers.  

Army killed youth, attempt to plant a pistol to pass him as militant
Army, police statements contradictory 

When people were performing the last rites of Tanveer Ahmad, killed by army on July 21, in a local graveyard in Beerwah, Budgam in central Kashmir, a huge contingent of army along with CRPF appeared. The armed forces came with an aim to plant a pistol on the Tanveer’s body and want to take photographs of it to project him as a militant. As the army get closer to the body, the mourners resisted with protest. The people resistance forced the armed forces to leave the graveyard. Paying scant regard to the sanctity of the graveyard, the forces fired tear smoke shells at the people.   
Earlier in the day a young, twenty-two-year-old, Tanveer Ahmad Wani fell to the army bullets when he was on his way to a local masjid to offer Friday prayers in Beerwah, Budgam. The area was calm and nothing untoward has happened. Few children were playing elsewhere in Beerwah market. One of the kids has burst a tetra juice pack creating a loud sound. The noise coincided with passing-by of few army vehicles. The soldiers on-board without verifying the nature of the noise came down and started beating people. They (army) also fire live bullets in which Tanveer died on the spot while another boy had shoulder injury.  “The same soldier then fired bullet into Tanveer’s his mouth.”
“If people had not protested, army could have easily published my son’s killing as death of a militant.”

A researcher of The Informative Missive visited the victim’s family to gather details of the incident. 
On July 21, at around 11 am, Tanveer went to his shop at Beerwah market where he was working as a tailor.  His shop was merely half-a-kilometre away from his home. In view of Friday, restrictions were put in place in the area, however, few shops including Tanveer’s was open and everything was peaceful. 
In the afternoon, few army vehicles of 53 RR battalion stationed at Beerwah passed through the market.  While the army vehicles were passing through a loud noise was heard. This prompted the army, who aggressively stepped out of their vehicles, to start beating the shopkeepers. The noise was created by a tetra juice pack burst by kids while playing. 
“The army without verifying the nature of the sound indiscriminately started beating people mostly shopkeepers. That time Tanveer was heading towards a local Jamia (Grand) Masjid to offer Friday prayers. A Sikh army soldier on seeing him, first fired at his thigh. Tanveer fell down. The same soldier then fired bullet into Tanveer’s mouth. The bullet pierced through his head and he died on the spot,” stated Gulshana Begum Tanveer’s mother while explaining the circumstances to The Informative Missive in which her son was killed.
 Terming her son’s killing as a cold-blooded murder by the army she said, “No damage has been done if the army had verified the nature of the sound. I wonder if they had been got an idea that kids while playing had created the noise nobody knows what could a have been their fate. Even our children cannot play freely.  The army has no justification to fire upon the civilians.”
Tanveer’s killing was witnessed by his uncle Mohammad Sanaullah Wani who was present at the spot. The researcher could not be able to talk to Sanaullah as he had gone somewhere; therefore, what he witnessed was related by Tanveer’s mother to The Informative Missive. Sanaullah has told Tanveer’s family that the moment the sound was heard, passing army vehicles came to screeching halt and soldiers on board jumped out of their vehicles.  The soldiers beat up the shopkeepers without ascertaining the reasons of the sound. Thereafter, as per Sanaullah’s statement made to Tanveer’s family, the soldiers took positions, as they normally took during encounters, and started firing few live ammunition shots. Among the soldiers, one Sikh army man, who was quite conspicuous by his appearance, targeted Tanveer with clear intent to kill him. The Sikh soldier, according to Sanaullah statement, first fired at Tanveer’s thigh and then fired another bullet into his mouth, which caused his death then and there.  In the firing another civilian of Goripora, Beerwah received bullet in his shoulder.  
Soon the army left the spot, the people present there rushed towards the victims. The people took both the victims to Primary Health Centre Gondipora. Tanveer was declared brought dead while the civilian shot on shoulder was given the first aid.  
At the time of the incident victim’s mother Gulshana had gone on to the hills where she grows vegetables.  “I returned at 2:30 pm, at my house I saw people flooded towards my house. When I enquired about the reason, I was shocked to known that Tanveer has received bullet on his hand but when I saw people cutting grass, used for ablution of the dead, outside my house, I realised that my son was no more” said Gulshana while tears wetting her eyes. 
 	When the funeral of Tanveer was taken to graveyard for burial, the same army, involved in the incident, along with CRPF entered the local graveyard where Tanveer’s last rites were performed.  As per Mohammad Akbar Wani, Tanveer’s father, the army tried to plant a pistol on his body and want to capture a photo so that he will be labelled as a militant.  However, the people strongly resisted and didn’t allow army to do so. As the people started protesting the forces fired tear smoke canisters in the graveyard without caring for its sanctity. 
“If people had not protested, army could have easily published my son’s killing as death of a militant. I am thankful to all those who foiled army design,” Akbar stated while expressing his gratitude towards the people who resisted army from passing my son as a militant.  
“I want to ask the current government, what kind of treatment is this. How freely the soldiers were killing our children and later come to project them as militants. My son was not protesting, he was only walking on the street when he was shot to kill by the soldiers,” questioned the father who said Tanveer’s killing broke his back.
The police has lodged FIR No 74/2017 at police station Beerwah against the army of 53 RR.  
Police and army contradict 
According to the army, Tanveer was killed and Ibrahim Wani sustained injuries when they attempted to snatch weapons from the forces. Contradicting this claim, the police said the army opened fire when they mistook a fire cracker for a grenade.
“An army patrol was subjected to heavy stone-pelting by a mob in Kondur village near Beerwah town at 13:15 hours today. In no time, the numbers swelled and the intensity of stone-pelting increased. Some stone-pelters tried to close in with the patrol and snatch weapons from the soldiers. Two persons were reportedly injured when troops opened fire. One of the injured, however, later succumbed to his injuries,” the army said in the statement.
The police narrated a different sequence to the same incident.
“As per initial information received, a foot patrol of army was returning to its camp, and near Beerwah some miscreants pelted stones on them. Someone among these miscreants also hurled a fire cracker towards the army men. Because of bang, the army men thought a grenade was hurled and they retaliated. Two persons identified as Tanveer Ahmad Pala and Mohamamd Ibrahim Wani were injured,” the police statement added.
Tanveer killing has robbed his family of a great support. Tanveer was described by his family as a pillar and hope. 
Tanveer was a dropout. The poverty never allows him to carrying his studies. Tanveer was in eighth class when he left his studies to support his family. He was working as a tailor and working overtime to better his family conditions.  It was the reasons that without caring for restriction imposed by the armed forces, he went to the shop to work on the fateful day. His father Mohammad Akbar Wani, 55, a stone crusher was diagnosed with brain tumour in 2002. Akbar’s ailment has pushed his family in abject poverty. Not only Tanveer but his elder sister and younger brother Shabir Ahmad Wani,20, had also left their studies half-way.  
After his father’s illness Tanveer for sometime has worked in his place as stone crusher. A huge amount was spent on his father health.   

Fired by army, a sexagenarian dies in hospital

On July 19, a sexagenarian Haji Mohammad Abdullah of Hussainpora, Arwini, Bijbehara succumbed to his injuries in a local hospital in Srinagar.  A day before, on July 18, Haji was injured in army firing. A soldier guarding on the street opened fire on people, who were asking the army to pay the damages to a Scooty riding boy hit by one of the army vehicles, part of a convoy.  The boy identified as Mubashir Ahmad Mantoo s/o. Ghulam Mohammad Mantoo of Pamposh colony, Bijbehara   was injured and his Scooty partly damaged when he tried to overtake an army convoy at Goriwan Chowk at Bijbehara.
The Informative Missive researcher visited Haji’s house to collect the statement of the victim family about the incident. Mohammad Abdullah is survived by his wife, three sons and two daughters. Elder among them is twenty-four year-old son Waseem.
 “On July 18, as usual, Haji Mohammad left the house to open his shop at Goriwan Chowk, Bijbehara. While Haji was busy at his shop at around 3 pm an accident occurred. A Scooty riding boy was hit by a passing vehicle of an army convoy. The boy was injured and his Scooty has some damages. Actually the boy was trying to overtake the army convoy of 25 Grenadiers (army),” stated Waseem Ahmad who get this information after talking to the people witnessed the accident and what follows after.  
As soon as the accident happed the people present on the spot stopped the army asking them to pay the damages caused to the boy and his Scooty. This triggered an altercation between the people and the army. Haji Mohammad was watching all this from outside his shop. However, never goes close to the crowd and was quite away from the crowd. An army soldier already deployed on the street, not part of the army convoy, opened fire. One of the bullets fired hit Haji Mohammad in his left thigh. 
The firing forced the people to run for cover and, meanwhile, the army convoy also leave the spot. Both Mohammad Abdullah and the boy was taken to Sub District Hospital Bijbehara. While the boy was discharged after first aid, Haji Mohammad was referred to Bone and Joint Hospital at Barzulla, Srinagar.  [image: ]
Haji’s photo shared by his family

“We had no news of the incident till a boy Umar, friend of my younger brother, informed us about the incident.  Umar had accompanied my father to the district hospital. He was also a witness to the incident”, stated Haji’s elder son.
As the conditions of Haji Mohammad deteriorated, doctors at Bone and Joint hospital during the night referred him to Sher Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) at Soura, Srinagar. 
“At SKIMS there was no sign of improvement in his conditions. Doctors did everything in their reach to save him but on July 19 at 5 pm he breathed his last died in front of his family members,” stated Waseem.   
Police filed FIR no. 101/2017 in police station Bijbehara.  
On 20 July, 2017, Deputy Commissioner Anantnag and SSP Anantnag visited the victim’s house.  They (officials) assured the family in front of the village elders that the action would be taken against the guilty.  
“The DC and SSP visited our home to express their solidarity. That time many village elders were present there. The Officials assured us that we will see soon the action would be initiated against the personnel responsible for shooting my father,” Waseem stated while relating the assurances of action in the case given to the family by the officials. 
Army statement:
Defense PRO told media on July 17 an army convoy had come under militant attack on July 17 afternoon which might have led to the injury to this man.
Haji Mohammad’s killing has disturbed his family to the extent that one of his sons Gowhar left his studies immediately after his father’s death. 
Waseem further said, “My father’s killing has disarrayed the family. My younger brother studying in 10 standard left his studies to work to help his family.  When we tell him to carry on his studies he said now as the father is no more the family responsibilities automatically come to every son of the family. He also said he is worried about his sisters’ future and spending money on his education will weaken the already poor economy of the family.” 
 “We have family of labourers. We earn hand to mouth.   We have huge responsibility of sisters and we need to ensure there safe future and marriage on time. In losing the head of the family we lost a guardian and a supervisor. Now we will be called orphans,” concludes Waseem with moist eyes. 



Dubbed as Pak militant, slain youth turns out to be local grocery shopkeeper

July 18: Family members of Rayees Ahmed Bhat have refuted police claim that he was associated with Lashkar-e-Toiba, maintaining that he has never been arrested in any militancy related case.
Rayees was killed along with two Lashkar militants in a brief encounter at Sheikhpora locality of Bulbul Nowgam Brakpora area in Anantnag district last night. Earlier, army had identified other two militants as Showkat Lohar of Arwani Anantnag and Mudasir Ahmed Hajam of Kokernag Anantnag. Army had further claimed that the third killed militant was a Pakistani national, who was later identified as a local of Hakura Badasgam village of Anantnag district.
“He was a civilian who earned his livelihood by running a grocery shop at Peer Mohalla, Pehru for last several years. We had migrated to Pehru in 2013. Yesterday after Maghrib prayers Rayees had gone to our ancestral place in Hakura Badasgam to drop his parents in a Maruti 800 car bearing registration number JK02M 3240 as our maternal uncle had died an hour ago,” said Rayees’s elder brother, Arif Ahmed, an advocate by profession.
“I called him around 8:50 pm and asked him to come back to home as I had to leave for some urgent work. I called him twice once he headed towards home and during our conversation he told me that he heard some gunshots nearby while he was driving. I said army men might be conducting firing drill in the High Ground camp. This is the last time I heard of him as his phone was switched off after this,” Arif added.
The family claims that he was not involved in any militancy related activities and if that would have been the case then police might have called him up for questioning before.
“Avoiding a rivulet, he took another route through Brakpora to reach his home at Pehru Anantnag. Had he been associated with the militants, police would have raided his house much before. Who knows that militants might have taken him along on gunpoint last night. In many cases army too has taken local Kashmiri drivers along with them. Police should have asked them to alight and questioned rather than firing on them indiscriminately. They should have at least tried to find out if there was any civilian in the car,” said an uncle of Rayees.
“His father, Nazir Ahmed Bhat, has served in Kashmir police’s armed wing. We do not believe the police version that Rayees was in involved in militancy,” he added.
Rayees’s family came to know about his killing in the night when they started looking for him after his phone was continuously switched off.
“We went to look for him in the district hospital Anantnag and then to Sadder police station Anantnag where from we were sent to SOG camp for identification of couple of local and one foreign militant. There I pointed out the body of my brother whom the police were referring to as the Paksitani national,” said his brother.
However, a top police official on the condition of anonymity said, “Rayees had developed contacts with LeT during his detention in a jail where he had been lodged for a murder case some two years ago. It is obvious that a normal person would not transport militants from one place to another for nothing. He had been associated with the outfit since more than a year now. We recovered a pistol from his possession”.
Rayeeswas laid to rest in his ancestral graveyard at Hakura village of Anantnag district.

Burhan Wani’s Ist Anniversary

To mark the first death anniversary of militant commander Burhan Wani on July 8, people, in south, north and central Kashmir, protested despite state imposed strict restrictions to contain the protests. Internet services were also suspended to ensure a protest free day. 
Burhan Wani’s killing last year on July 8 triggered months long mass agitation, in which over hundred persons were killed, scores blinded by pellets and thousands injured in armed forces actions while dealing with the widespread protests. Thousands were detained and over five hundred booked under PSA to contain the relentless demonstrations 
	In view of the anniversary, to choke the imminent protests authorities launched a crackdown to arrest the youth , against whom there were FIRs registered in police stations, who the state feels could pose ‘threat of recurrence’ of another agitation this year. There were reports of alleged harassment of the youth by police to disssuade them from protesting on July 8.   
Police has launched crackdown against youth in Srinagar to detain the youngsters against whom FIRs were registered during last year’s unrest.
Reports said, policemen conducted day and night raids in different parts of Srinagar to arrest the youth, who were released by police after being arrested for their alleged involvement in stone pelting during the unrest last year.
They (youth) accused policemen of harassing them.
“The cops are also conducting nocturnal raids to detain the youth,” they said.
Due to the police crackdown, many youth have gone into hiding to escape detention.
SP North City, Sajad Ahmad, said police only calls the youth for the routine questioning on their activities.
“We have to keep an eye on the youth against whom FIR was lodged,” he said.
	However, the authorities failed to contain the protests fully. On July 8, at least 30 persons were injured and close to 100 youths detained during clashes in south Kashmir, amid an undeclared curfew and a complete shutdown on the first death anniversary of Burhan Wani. 
Despite heavy deployment of army, police and paramilitary troops in Burhan’s hometown Tral, hundreds of youth reached the slain Hizbul commander’s home at Shareefabad. Clashes broke out in Shareefabad and adjoining villages after army soldiers raided the house of Burhan and asked his father Muzaffar Wani to tell the gathered youths to leave the village. The youths hurled stones at the army soldiers and clashes spread to other villages, including Arigam and Kounsarbal. Government troops resorted to heavy teargas shelling and beat up many protesters, locals said.
“Four injured who were beaten and had sustained injuries after being hit by teargas shells were taken to a local hospital. Two of the critically injured were shifted to a Srinagar hospital,” media reported.     
Troops had sealed all roads loading to Tral and had detained about 100 youth from Tral and Awantipora areas when they were going towards Shareefabad or clashing with troops along the way.
Locals said that some youth were injured when troops used them as human shields while dealing with protesters in Tral area.
Earlier in the day, locals of Churso village had blocked the highway on the occasion of Burhan Wani’s anniversary. Government forces soon swung into action and chased the protesters away. Three protesters were injured during the forces’ action.
Protests and clashes were reported from some other areas of Pulwama and Tral areas. The army conducted a flag march in Tahab and Haal areas of Pulwama to prevent protests.
Nearly 20 persons, including five women, were injured when forces fired pellets at protesters in areas of Shopian. Amid curfew-like restrictions in the Shopian main town and adjoining areas, protests and clashes broke out in Bonigam, Shirmal and Tukroo areas. Locals said that 10 persons including 5 women were injured when forces fired pellets at Bonigam.
“Six of the injured were taken to hospital, including five women,” said locals.
	They said one of the injured women has been shifted to Shopian district hospital for serious pellet injury.
Clashes were also reported from the district police lines at Gagren and in Memandar and Kanipora areas of Shopian. “At least twelve persons were injured when forces resorted to heavy teargas shelling and pellet firing at protesters at Memandar,” eyewitnesses said.
They said that two persons were injured by teargas shells and the others by pellets.
Clashes erupted in Hajin area of Bandipora when protesters pelted stones at the Army Goodwill School in the town. “Forces resorted to aerial firing and fired dozens of teargas shells to disperse the protesters,” said local residents.
In Srinagar, minor clashes erupted in Soura and Rawalpora. Residents living near the Eidgah area alleged that government troops damaged their property during the night.
A shutdown was observed by the Muslim community in Bhaderwah on a call given by the Anjuman Islamia Bhaderwah. 
Internet and train services remained suspended across Kashmir for the second consecutive day.
Army paints a red line outside its Kulgam camp
On July 07, army in Chawalgam village of Kulgam district in south Kashmir has painted a red line in front of its camp, warning villagers: one who crosses the line would be shot dead. The message is an attempt to keep protesting villagers away from the 9 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) camp at Chawalgam, in view of Burhan’s death anniversary.
Villagers told media that the troopers told them, “Do not dare come near the camp during protests on Burhan’s anniversary. You will be shot.” They said that the army painted a red line around the camp and “warned us not to cross it”.
They said that the army painted the red line on the right and left sides of the camp.
“We are worried as it is an open threat for villagers of Chuwalgam and adjoining villagers. If anyone comes to pass near the camp, will be killed,” said a villager.
“At first we thought it was a normal thing that army had painted the line outside the camp, but we were shocked when army warned us that nobody should cross it,” said another villager from Chuwalgam.

Dialgam encounter
Ambulance carrying injured blocked by Armed Forces  

July 1: An ambulance carrying injured during Dialgam encounter, in which two militants were killed an equal number of civilians shot dead by the forces, was stopped by the forces and the people on the board were beaten.   
	A volunteer of The Informative Missive reported that while the Dialgam encounter was underway the injured in armed forces firing while taking to Srinagar hospital in an ambulance was blocked by the forces in Bijbehara area. The injured on the board along with their youth taking them to hospital were also beaten to pulp. 
	The volunteer reported that the injured had received bullet in his neck and doctors at district hospital Anantnag referred him to Srinagar hospital for specialised treatment.
On the interference of some locals the vehicle was allowed to go.
However, police officials contested the claims and said that they did not stop any vehicle carrying the injured.

60-yr-old injured in army firing in Bijbehara

July 17: Army soldiers allegedly opened fire on a group of civilians in Bijbehara town, leaving a 60-year-old man with a bullet injury. The injured man has been identified as Mohammad Abdullah Ganai, of Hussainpora village in Arwini area of Bijbehara. He has been admitted to Bone and Joints Hospital in Srinagar for treatment.
The incident was reported from the town’s main Goriwan market, along the Srinagar-Jammu national highway.
Local sources and eyewitnesses told local media that army men on duty in the main market thrashed a youth who was riding his motorcycle, identified as Mudassir Ahmad Mantoo.
“It was unclear what happened. Apparently the motorcyclist was overtaking an army vehicle,” a local shopkeeper told media.
He said that the beating of the youth in public made all shopkeepers leave their shops and confront the army men. The army soldiers, infuriated with the confrontation, opened fire at them, he said.
“While all of us managed to flee to safety, a meat vendor named Ghulam Mohammad Ganai was hit by a bullet,” the shopkeeper said.
Ganai was rushed to the nearby sub-district hospital. “He had a bullet wound in his left thigh which had caused multiple fractures. We have shifted him to Bone and Joints Hospital in Srinagar,” Dr Showket, Medical Superintendent (MS) of the sub-district hospital, told this reporter.
Police have taken cognisance of the incident and an FIR bearing number 101-2017 under Section 307 of the RPC has been registered against the army men.
“We know what unit it is but the army men are yet to be identified. We have lodged an FIR in the case,” a senior police official from Bijbehara told media.
The army men, locals say, belong to the unit of 1-RR camped at SICOP in Bijbehara.
Army’s Srinagar based spokesperson Rajesh Kalia said he was trying to ascertain the facts.

SUPREME COURT FAILS YET AGAIN TO PROVIDE JUSTICE
SC dismisses petition for investigations on Kashmiri Pandit killing

On 24 July 2017, the Supreme Court of India dismissed a petition filed by a non-government organization reportedly seeking investigations into killings of Kashmiri Pandits in Jammu and Kashmir. The order appears to be based only on the reason that 27 years have passed since the crimes in question and “no fruitful purpose would emerge, as evidence is unlikely to be available at this late juncture”.
The Supreme Court order is a complete departure from established law that “crime never dies” and there exists no time limitation for justice under Indian and international law with regard to serious crimes such as murder. Further, the order is based, it appears, on an absolutely unsubstantiated presumption that no evidence is likely to be available after the passage of time. Killings of Kashmiri Pandits, other minorities and all violence in Jammu and Kashmir have never been fairly and credibly investigated. Thus far Jammu and Kashmir has faced widespread, systematic and systemic violence, largely at the hands of the Indian State, that has resulted in an estimated 70,000 killings, 8000+ enforced disappearances, and numerous cases of torture and sexual violence, resulting in 7000+ unmarked and mass graves. To date, despite the presence of evidence, virtually no prosecutions have been conducted against armed forces personnel in civilian courts. This deep and pervasive impunity will be further strengthened and supported by the recent Supreme Court order. Crucially, the Supreme Court order exonerates the State and its agencies that have chosen to protect the perpetrators of crime and have not allowed fair and credible investigations thereby creating deterrence to families approaching courts. The delay is not attributable to victim families, many of whom, have consistently sought to use all available forums to struggle for justice. Some victim families have not pursued cases due to the real fear and danger that seeking justice involves. It is the State, of which the judiciary has been a part, which has ensured delay and denial of justice.
The Supreme Court order ignores the global struggles for justice waged irrespective of the passage of time and numerous other obstacles. These struggles have resulted in enactment of special legislation, establishing of new institutions and specific judicial interventions – including by the United Nations – to investigate and prosecute those accused of serious crimes, including war crimes and other international crimes. Spain, for example, has enacted a special legislation to investigate crimes committed during the Spanish civil war, despite the passage of 80 years. Bangladesh continues efforts to seek justice for crimes of 1971. International institutions such as the International Criminal Court and the International Court of Justice recognize this history of struggle in their founding statutes where there exists no time limitation for the pursuit of justice. The Supreme Court of India has itself recently taken a pro-active approach in for example the case of the 1984 Sikh killings where the court is reviewing the closure of cases by a special investigation team.
The Supreme Court order does not merely set a dangerous precedent for other courts – including the High Court of Jammu and Kashmir – but in fact mirrors the past and continuing approach of the judiciary (Supreme Court of India and High Court and lower courts in Jammu and Kashmir) with regard to human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir. This order is essentially a re-affirmation of the understanding that the Indian State in unwilling to provide justice for victims of violence in Jammu and Kashmir. Therefore, this order highlights the urgent need for international institutions to intervene and investigate the crimes that have been – and continue – to be committed. Whether in the form of an inquiry by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights or any other international body, there is a need for credible international investigations as the people of Jammu and Kashmir are reminded once again that the State – in all its forms including the judiciary – are unwilling to provide justice.

Islamic Scholar alleges harassment and intimidation by Intel agencies

July 01: Islamic scholar Muhammad Aamir, President of Islamic Fraternity alleged the intelligence agencies of harassment and intimidation during a press conference held at a local hotel in Srinagar on Saturday.
 Muhammad Aamir is a well-known Islamic Scholar, Editor-in-Chief of Islamic Revival and Chairman Islamic Global School in Srinagar.
 Expressing concerns over his safety, while speaking to media personnel Aamir said "We strive for propagating Islam and reformation of the society. We are an independent group and are not affiliated with any political organisation."   
 Muhammad Aamir claims that his organization has been successfully working on reforming the society especially on issues like drug addiction, depression, and environmental degradation. He also emphasized that Islamic Fraternity has no political affiliation with any party or group, also affirming that the group is independent and focused on the moral reformation of the society.
 Aamir alleged that for the past two years, sustained efforts were being made to intimidate and threaten him. He was asked to stop his activities and wind-up his organisations or face life threatening consequences.
 "Death threats are being made against me on daily basis. I am shocked why am I being targeted," said Aamir "From time to time we have brought this to the notice of police and security agencies."
Aamir recalls that in the month of May, He was interrogated in Mumbai by agencies in the dead of the night and was questioned for hours by some high ranking officials. 
 Aamir concluded that the purpose of calling a press briefer was to inform the responsible citizens about his situation and hold the government responsible for any harm caused to him or his organization.
 "It is our duty and responsibility to inform our brethren and people about this agonizing experience and venomous campaign launched against us," said Aamir "We are propagators of peace and humanity, we are not threat to anyone."

Our son tortured: Family 

July 09: A youth was critically injured after army allegedly tortured him in custody in Tral area of Pulwama district.
Sheikh Murtaza Bashir, 29, according to his family members, was called to 42RR camp in Nader village of Tral to collect his identity card taken by army following stone-pelting protest on July 8.
A witness said the incident had occurred in village Batagund, where soldiers allegedly snatched the identity proofs of many youth.  “The youth were asked to collect the IDs from the 42 RR camp,” he said. 
“After Murtaza went there to collect his ID, he was tortured inside the camp,” the family said.
Murtaza was shifted to Sub-district hospital Tral for treatment where from he was referred to Srinagar for advanced treatment. Hospital sources said that he has developed multiple fractures. Repeated attempts to reach out to Army officials for comments didn’t fructify.  
Meanwhile, Shopian areas observed complete shutdown against the injuries caused to women protestors on July 8. A source said that people blocked Kulgam-Anantnag road against the alleged arrest of youth. Earlier, protests were held at Churath in Kulgam district of South Kashmir against the arrest of local youth, the source said.
Witnesses said that soldiers barged into residential houses in Lajoora and Gangoo villages of Pulwama district on July 8 night. “When people were out on roads to see Burhan’s picture on moon, soldiers reached Lajoor and Gangoo villages triggering clashes. After clashes, they allegedly ransacked many houses,” a group of villagers alleged.  

Soldiers force entry into Srinagar school, threaten students

July 31: Students and staffers of Hussaini Public school at HMT Srinagar accused army of harassing them. 
A staff member of the school told media that army men from the nearby 2 RR camp entered the school campus and “harassed the students and misbehaved with the staff.”
“Army entered the classrooms on the pretext that the students were pelting stones on their camp at HMT.
Besides harassing students and staff members, the army men misbehaved with the teachers and the chairperson of the school in her office as well,” said a staffer wishing anonymity. 
One of the staff members said Army during morning hours had some argument with drivers of local passenger buses. “They later harassed students who were on way to their school through same route. Our students were coming to school and the army men ran after them and entered inside the school premises,” they alleged. 
Chairperson of the school, Qulsum Kar, alleged that the army men accompanied by a major “forcibly entered inside the premises and heckled the gatekeeper.”
“Their behavior was rude with the students and with me as well. The army men laced with bamboo sticks entered inside the school premises. They barged into my office. I tried to make them understand that even if something has happened outside on road, they should give some respect to an academic institution,” Qulsum said. 
“The major also entered the classroom and I heard him using words like ‘terrorists’. I objected to his behavior and asked him to vacate. We have CCTV footage of the incident as evidence,” she said.  
She said the school management also called concerned commanding officer of the army, JK police and chairman Private School Association, G N Var to the school.
	“The incident created fear psychosis among student,” she added.
Sources said deputy commissioner Srinagar also took cognizance of the incident and deputed chief education officer Srinagar to the spot to review the situation.
“As per the directions from DC Srinagar, I went to the spot and the concerned SP west and army commander had taken up the matter with school authorities. Army has tendered apology and stated that such incident won’t be repeated,” said chief education officer Srinagar, Farooq Ahmad Dar.
Chairman Private School Association Kashmir (PSAK) G N Var expressed displeasure over “forcible entry” of army inside an academic institution. “Such incidents prove detrimental for students psyche. Army should have not entered inside the campus. Such incidents will force the private school association to close down the educational institutions and government will be responsible for the consequences,” Var said.
Army spokesman Col Rajesh Kalia said “some students who were pelting stones near the army camp were asked not to indulge in such activities and taken to the school principal by the company commander.”
“No teacher or student was harassed in any way. Army went inside the school to inform the principal about the issue,” said Col Kalia added.

SHRC Recommends 10 lac to Budgam Human Shield Victim 
Union Minister outrightly rejected SHRC directive 

July 10: The Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) directed the government to pay Rs 10 lakh as compensation to Farooq Ahmad Dar – who was used as a human shield by army on April 9 during a by-poll– within six weeks. The commission also directed chief secretary to file the compliance report within the same period. However, Indian Union minister Venkaiah Naidu outrightly rejected SHRC panel’s directive for providing compensation to Farooq Ahmad Dar.
 	Farooq Ahmad Dar, a resident of Budgam village, was tied to the bonnet of an army jeep by soldiers led by Major Gogoi and paraded through several villages on April 9, the day Srinagar parliamentary constituency went for polls. The day was marked with violence and resulted into killing of eight civilians.
In spite of taking action against the act, which drew outrage from human rights bodies, Major Gogoi was awarded by the army.
Farooq Ahmad Dar termed the SHRC order is enough to prove his innocence. “It (SHRC recommendation) is an achievement. First I was wrongly branded as a stone pelter and then Major Gogoi was rewarded. I was deeply hurt. Now everyone knows I was not a stone thrower but a victim.,” Farooq said while talking to The Informative Missive.
 	The SHRC chairman Justice (retd) Bilal Nazki refused to include army in the case saying it doesn’t have jurisdiction over the army. “The compensation is meant for protection of life and dignity (of Farooq Ahmad Dar),” he told media.
The compensation awarded to Dar is for the “humiliation, physical and psychiatric torture, stress, wrongful restraint and confinement” that he underwent when he was tied to the bonnet of an army vehicle to ward off stone pelters, the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) observed in its judgement.
Few hours after the SHRC order, Indian Union minister Venkaiah Naidu outrightly rejected the Jammu and Kashmir human rights panel’s directive for providing Rs 10 lakh compensation to Farooq Ahmad Dar.
“I do not agree with them. Pelting stones is inhuman, hurting army personnel is also inhuman. I do not know how this order has been given. We are not in agreement with their attitude.
“There is no question of giving compensation to people who pelt stones. I have no sympathies for such people,” Naidu said at the sidelines of an event.

THE STATE TAKES CARE OF ITS OWN
Macchil fake encounter

July 28: The suspension of sentence and release on bail by the Armed Forces Tribunal of army personnel convicted and sentenced by army court-martial in 2014 for the Macchil fake encounter of 29/30 April 2010 is yet another reminder that the armed forces are protected by the Indian State and immunity for crimes committed in Jammu and Kashmir is the norm.
The Indian State has ensured impunity in Jammu and Kashmir through draconian laws, a climate of fear and obfuscation that does not allow any processes of justice to function, investigative agencies (local police and agencies such as the Central Bureau of Investigation - CBI) that almost always favor the accused State forces, and, crucially, a judiciary that has displayed an unwillingness to uphold principles of rule of law and ensure justice. Human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir have been widespread, systematic and systemic and the Indian State and its institutions have ensured impunity.
Court-martial procedures are opaque and do not provide any role for the family members of the victims. Further, court-martials are not the appropriate judicial forum to prosecute crimes committed by armed forces personnel against civilians. Yet, the executive through their notifications and actions and judiciary through their decisions have upheld armed forces pleas for court-martials when the victims have clearly demanded trial by civilian court. The recent decision of the Armed Forces Tribunal, particularly the order for bail, suggests that the accused in this case may well be  acquitted as the Armed Forces Tribunal Act, 2007, Section 15(3) Proviso states that bail may not be granted if reasonable grounds of guilt exist. The Tribunal appears to have found that such reasonable grounds do not exist in this case thereby allowing for release on bail. RTI information on army court-martials makes clear that court-martials have essentially served as a convenient and internal mechanism to ensure immunity to army personnel in the few cases where the investigative agencies have investigated and indicted specific accused. Through limited RTI information accessed [after repeated efforts that illustrates the opaque nature of the court-martial process], two lists dated 28 March 2012 and 18 June 2012 pertaining only to the Rashtriya Rifles, and a separate communication dated 22 June 2012 relating to one Rashtriya Rifles court-martial, was provided. The total number of court-martials is: 58. Based on information provided in the RTI, except in three cases, there is no way to discern whether these court-martials relate to violations against civilians or other army personnel. But based on other available information it appears only a total of five cases in these lists relate to crimes against civilians. Only NINE officers appear to be involved in all these court-martials. Further, what is clear is that of these 58 cases, 20 appear to be quite clearly related to more minor crimes. Of the remaining 38 cases, appropriate conviction/punishment appears [as there is no record to analyze] to have been provided in only 21 cases. Of particular note are two cases of rape, one against Captain Ravinder Singh Tewatia [for the rape of mother and daughter in February 2000 in Banihal], and the other against Major Rehman Hussain [for the rape of mother and daughter in November 2004 in Badra Payeen]. Captain Tewatia was convicted by the court-martial and sentenced to imprisonment for seven years. Major Hussain was dismissed from service as he was reportedly only convicted for outraging the modesty of the victims. Both accused challenged their decisions in the High Court of Jammu and Kashmir and received verdicts in their favor. While the Captain Tewatia case is still pending further legal challenge, Major Hussain has reportedly returned to service. A high profile case – the Pathribal fake encounter case of 2000 where five civilians were killed and shown as militants – clearly illustrates the prevalent impunity. The CBI filed a chargesheet and this was challenged by the army and the Supreme Court directed that a trial be conducted and gave the army the option of holding a trial by court-martial. But, rather than hold a court-martial, the army held a “summary of evidence” and closed the case concluding that there was no connection between the accused army personnel and the crime. The families of the victim have once again approached the Supreme Court in this case.July 26: Reacting to reports of an appellate military court suspending the life sentences of five Army troopers, Asmita Basu, Programme Director at Amnesty International, India, said that the case highlighted the need for prosecution by independent civilian authorities.
“The developments in the Machil fake encounter case once again highlight the need for allegations of human rights violations to be investigated and prosecuted by independent civilian authorities, instead of the secretive military justice system,” Basu said in a statement.
“Civilian investigations and trials offer a degree of transparency and independence that is missing from the military justice system. The families of those killed in Machil were not informed about the conviction in 2010 and weren’t told about today’s decision to suspend the sentence,” she said.
Basu said that the working of the military justice system “repeatedly belies” the Indian Army’s zero-tolerance for human rights violations claim.
The statement said that several international bodies had emphasised that military justice systems should only investigate and prosecute members of the military for breaches of military discipline. “Their jurisdiction should not extend to other crimes, including crimes under international law or human rights violations,” it read.
The UN Human Rights Council, which monitors the implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, has stated that in cases of human rights violations by armed forces, investigations should be carried out by civilian authorities in order to ensure independence, Amnesty International, India, said.
“This has also been affirmed by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers. Military law experts in India have acknowledged inherent defects within the Indian military justice system, particularly its lack of independence,” said the statement.


The story of impunity that emerges from the history of court-martials in Jammu and Kashmir is similar to the record of other State institutions. The investigating agencies, including CBI, have rarely carried out fair and proper investigations. In the few cases in which such investigations have been carried out, the executive or judiciary have intervened by denying sanction under AFSPA or by allowing a court-martial (examples: Pathribal fake encounter of 2000 and Zahid Farooq killing of 2010). Similarly, in the rare cases where the judiciary has passed stringent directions, the executive has ignored or delayed execution of these orders and the judiciary has refused to take action and ensure that justice is done. Meanwhile, the executive – specifically the respective governments in power – have limited themselves to rhetorical statements and the constitution of Commissions of Inquiry or magisterial enquiries that have either carried out no inquiries or been shelved by the governments subsequently, or, as in the case of the ML Koul Commission constituted to enquire into the 2010 killings, the final report is not even made public.
In the present context, JKCCS re-iterates its demand for access to be allowed to international institutions, particularly the UN High Commission for Human Rights, to investigate human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir.

Army thrashes cops, ransacks police station

July 22: Six policemen including an ASI rank officer were injured when army soldiers beat them up at police station Gund in Ganderbal district on July21, Friday, evening.	
A senior police officer told media that a group of 30 army men in civvies, whom police took to be yatris, first broke a police naka (checkpoint) at Sonamarg.
“All these army men were in civvies and travelling in private vehicles. They were returning from the cave where they had gone for the pilgrimage,” said the officer.
He said that instead of cooperating with policemen at the naka, the army removed the barricades and went ahead at 9:30pm.
He said the army men were again stopped by police at another naka at Gund. This time, when policemen did not allow movement of their vehicles, the army men in civvies called their fellow army soldiers from nearby camps.
“About 30 more army men reached the spot. They, without any provocation, thrashed the policemen and ransacked the police station Gund,” the officer said.
He said that all the policemen present at the naka were beaten by the army men, leaving six of them with injuries.
“The army men also damaged the Sumo vehicle of the police station and another private vehicle (Scorpio) which police had hired for yatra duty. They even damaged the station’s infrastructure,” the officer said.
He said that following the recent militant attack on yatris in Anantnag district, strict instructions had been passed to policemen to not allow movement of any yatri vehicle during odd hours.
“Policemen were performing their duty and the army action is unjustified,” he said.
The Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Ganderbal Fayaz Lone said that army soldiers assaulted policemen and ransacked the police station Gund in Ganderbal district.
“The incident took place late last evening after policemen tried to stop soldiers in civvies who were returning from Amarnath yatra and were not allowed to move ahead during night hours,” he said.
“Army has initiated an inquiry into the incident,” he said.
Meanwhile, police have registered a case against the group of army personnel for vandalising the Gund police station.
A case has been registered against the army soldiers at police station Gund and investigations have been taken up, a police official said.
	The army has said that the issue has been sorted out after intervention by senior officers of army as well as police.
“A minor altercation took place yesterday night between some army personnel returning from Amarnath Yatra in civil dress and JKP personnel at Gund,” army pokesperson Colonel Rajesh Kalia said in a statement.
“No major injuries were suffered in the incident” Kalia added.
Meanwhile, police in a statement said that 30 army men returning from Amarnath Yatra thrashed cops and ransacked police station Gund.
“These Army men forcibly after breaking the barrier (at Sonamarg) moved towards Gund. At Gund these vehicles were again stopped by SHO Police Station Gund and his men and were taken to Police Station 	Gund in order to avoid any ugly scene on roadside,” said the police statement.
“It was then that an Army officer with his men from nearby Army Unit entered the police station and had heated argument with SHO resulting in scuffle between Army men and policemen in which some policemen received minor injuries,” the statement added.
Besides taking cognisance of the matter, Inspector General of Police (IGP) Kashmir, Munir Ahmad Khan, has brought the matter to the notice of the Corps Commander and GoC Victor Force, “who acted firmly and resolved the issue by way of sending a senior officer to Police Station Gund and assuring action against the erring officer and his men,” the police statement said.

Unabated beating and vandalism

This month, in south Kashmir, there were frequent media reports of arrest, beating and vandalization by the armed forces of the local population. The same reports were corroborated by the volunteers of The Informative Missive in their respective areas in south Kashmir.  According to volunteers despite protests there seems no end in the vandalization and torture by forces of the local people. One of the volunteers stated the estimate of damaged property could not be accessed as it is quite widespread and happening at various places across south Kashmir. The Informative Missive herein is incorporated the reports chronologically as appeared in the local media.  
· Arrests, beating of people by forces trigger shutdown in Kulgam
July 10: Minor clashes broke out amid a complete shutdown in Kulgam, triggered by the government forces’ arrests and indiscriminate thrashing of locals, including women.
Hundreds of residents came out on the Kulgam town main road and blocked it from early Monday, while shops, offices and other commercial establishments remained closed.
The blockade the locals put up affected all traffic movement. Residents of Naikpora, Malpoora and several others of the town’s localities alleged that government forces barged into their houses late on Sunday and beat people up.
“They (the forces) damaged our property and smashed the windowpanes of our homes. Parked vehicles were also damaged,” locals said. They also said that at least four boys had been picked up by the police.
The residents were demanding the immediate release of the arrested youth.
Police used tear smoke shells to disperse the protesting locals, but the protestors did not budge and continued to keep the road blocked.
A senior police official from the area told media that the “issue” with the locals had been resolved.
However, as per local sources, the shutdown continued in the area while this report was being filed.
Deputy Inspector General (DIG), south Kashmir range, S P Pani completely denied the allegations, terming them “baseless”.
· Army assaults Shopian village at night
July 10:Army soldiers allegedly vandalised another Shopian village past Sunday midnight, smashing parked vehicles, ransacking residential houses and three mosques, and beating up villagers. Residents of Kanipora village said that army soldiers from the 44 RR (Rashtriya Rifles) camp in Chowgam attacked the village. Mohmmad Akbar Lone, 50, told Kashmir Reader that about 20 army soldiers barged into his house at 1:30amand beat up every single inmate. They also smashed the kitchen’s window panes and other household goods, he said.
Another Kanipora resident, Abdul Razzak said that the soldiers ransacked his house and beat his family members. “They (army) broke our gate, the main entrance door, and beat us for about 30 minutes. My daughter-in-law Tawheeda and son Farooq Ahmad have been left injured,” he said.
Irshad Ahmad Lone, 30, said the army soldiers dragged him out of his house and beat him with canes and metal rods. “They were carrying swords and metal rods, with which they beat us and damaged our property,” he said.
Shameema Akhter, 38, said, “We were sleeping when at about 1:30am the army broke our front door and barged into our house. We ran to the second storey of our house to hide, but they came there and dragged me and my daughter to the courtyard, where they beat us. My husband was not at home. The soldiers tried to throw my daughter from the veranda of the second floor. Her arm has been left fractured.”
An elderly man from the village who lives beside a mosque, said that soldiers broke the windows of the mosque and tore the religious books. As many as 12 persons, including women, were injured by the soldiers, he said.
Locals also alleged that army soldiers were routinely mocking and harassing them. Locals said that the soldiers unnecessarily check their identity cards and mobile phones.
Clashes were reported in the village on the death anniversary of Burhan Wani. Government troops were said to have taken identity cards and mobile phones of several youths in the village.
Kanipora residents said that 30 vehicles were damaged by the army soldiers in the Sunday night attack.
· No let-up in army attacks on Shopian villages
July 11: A complete shutdown was observed for the fifth consecutive day in Shopian on Tuesday in protest against night attacks by government forces on several villages in the district.
All business establishments and shops remained closed in the main town and adjacent villages of Shopian.
In another assault, residents of Shamsipora village told media that the army beat at least ten persons on July 10 evening and one of them was later referred to Bone and Joint Hospital Barzulla for a fracture in his right arm. “They beat us ruthlessly without any reason. Are we born to face the brutality of Indian Army?” said a local villager who was beaten up by the soldiers.
Before Shamsipora village, government forces attacked Kannipora village on Sunday night and left 12 persons, including girls and elderly women, injured. They also damaged 35 residential houses and 30 vehicles during the assault, residents of Kannipora village told media.
On July 11, when the villagers took to streets to protest against the army assault during the night, at Alyalpora area the forces fired pellets injuring 15 people. “They damaged our 250 KVA transformer by firing bullets into it and smashed several parked vehicles at Alyalpora,” a local said.
Another local told media that if a civilian would have damaged the transformer, he would have been jailed. “It’s a lawless land here, where might is right,” he said. The damaging of the transformer resulted in a 24-hour outage of electricity in the main town.
Additional Deputy Commissioner Shopian, Muhammad Ahsan, said the transformer that was damaged on Monday at Alyalpora had been restored. “We will hold an inquiry into why and how the transformer was damaged,” he said.
The high-handedness of forces in Shopian has gone unchecked for the past two months, during which dozens of villages have been attacked, people beaten, and property damaged.
· Army vandalises Shopian village, people forced to chant anti-Pak slogans
July 13: Army allegedly assaulted Shopian’s Jamnagri village on July 13 evening and damaged window panes of residences and parked vehicles.
Residents of Jamnagri village told media that army beat about 30 people and forced them to chant anti-Pakistan slogans. “They (the army) beat us without any reason,” a youth who was beaten by forces told media.
Another resident pleading anonymity because of fear of reprisal also said that forces asked them to chant anti-Pakistan slogans. “It was horrible as the army beat every single person who came in their way. Even a Class 6 student was also beaten,” he added.
An elderly man from the village said that they don’t know why army beats up Shopian people almost everyday.
“Is it part of the ‘integral part of India’? Same are the politicians whom we choose through elections to face such kind of brutality,” he said.
Srinagar based defence spokesperson of Army, Colonel Rajesh Kalia told Kashmir Reader that no trooper was involved in beating people, damaging property or ransacking Jamnagri village.
· Anantnag town shuts against ‘excesses’
July 15: A shutdown was observed in main town to protest the alleged ransacking of Hanfia Jamia Masjid and arrest of over a dozen youth and minors.
Most of the shops and other business establishments in old town areas remained shut while movement of public transport was also affected. However, business continued normally in Khanabal-Pahalgam (KP) road localities of the town.
Massive clashes had erupted in Reshi Bazar, Sherbagh, Cheeni chowk, Janglat Mandi and Lal Chowk areas after weekly congregational prayers yesterday.
	Locals had also alleged that forces barged inside the Jamia Masjid Hanfia and ransacked it while also arresting youth and minors who had taken shelter there.
Sources said that though the minors were released by police today, but most of the youth continue to be under detention.  The call for shutdown was also given by  Auqaf Committee Jamia Masjid.
· Army beats up Shopian villagers after they refuse to chant anti-Pak, pro-India slogans
July 17: Kundalan village in Shopian district was subjected to another army assault on Sunday evening, with soldiers forcing the villagers to chant pro-india and anti-Pakistan slogans. When they refused, the soldiers thrashed them.
Residents of Kundalan village told media that the army beat up 15 persons after they refused to chant pro-India and anti-Pak slogans. “They (army soldiers) reached our village at about 8:30 Sunday evening. They abused us and told us to chant ‘Hindustan Zindabad and Pakistan Murdabad’. When we refused, they beat us ruthlessly,” a resident said, requesting that his name be withheld.
Another villager complained, “Why were we forced to chant pro-India and anti-Pak slogans? Why should we praise the nation that has turned our lives into hell. We hate this nation.”
In June this year, the army had set up a new garrison at Nagisharan village, at a spot that was vacated ten years ago by the army. Two days after this new garrison was set up, army soldiers vandalised Nagisharan village in a night raid. Villagers had told media that army soldiers smashed dozens of parked vehicles, vandalised residential houses, and looted shops in the village.
Kundalan village, too, had been attacked at night by army soldiers last month. After the latest assault on Sunday, villagers blocked the Shopian-Kadair road in a protest. Hundreds of vehicles including school buses were stranded due to the road blockade.
Srinagar-based army spokesperson Colonel Rajesh Kalia told media that no trooper was involved in any attack on Kundalan village. “None of our soldiers was involved in manhandling any villager or forcing anyone to chat any kind of slogans,” he said.
· Shopian villagers scared to register complaints against army assaults
July 23: More than 15 villages in Shopian have suffered night raids, beatings and vandalism at the hands of army soldiers in recent weeks, but no villager has filed a complaint with the police because of distrust and fear of reprisals.
The attacks by army soldiers have been taking place ever since more than 4,000 troopers along with SOG of Jammu and Kashmir Police launched a major cordon and search operation in 17 villages in Shopian to hunt down the two dozen native militants believed to be active here.
When the army was returning from the operation, a civilian driver was killed when militants attacked the vehicle the soldiers had taken from the Shopian taxi stand. The family of the killed driver has said that the army had used him as a human shield.
The operation faced huge resistance from villagers, with clashes reported from Chitragam, Sugan, Turkwangam, Maldair and some other villages. At Turkwangam and Maldair, the troops allegedly smashed 200 cars, vandalised 150 houses and injured dozens of protesters.
In Maldair, the troops allegedly barged into a residential house where they beat every single inmate, including the eight-month pregnant daughter, wife and another teenaged daughter of Ghulam Muhammad Mir.
“About 30 troopers barged into our house on May 4 and beat us for half an hour. They suffocated my younger daughter (15) with her head scarf, beat my pregnant daughter Rafiya (24) with gun butts and even thrashed my wife (55),” said Ghulam of the assault.
 	Abdul Ahad Mir, Numberdar of Turkwangam village, told media that the villagers have not made any complaint in any police station or human rights organisation. “Once a person came here and told us that he is from the police. He asked about the damage done by army soldiers and the names of persons who were beaten by them. But we didn’t tell him anything as we feared that the named persons may be arrested,” Mir said.
Later, several other villages were attacked by army troopers in night raids. They injured dozens of people and damaged property worth lakhs. The villages include Turkwangam, which was assaulted on two consecutive nights. The assaults left 25 persons injured, including young women who suffered fractures in their legs and arms. Two days later, the soldiers again assaulted the villagers, and damaged several vehicles.
The villages that were assaulted and vandalised by army troopers in the past two months include Turkwangam, Maldair, Chitragam, Kannipora, Nadpora, Wathoo, Brathipora, Sando-Shirmal, Heff, Vehil, Saidpora, Ramnagri, Shamsipora, Chakoora, and Kundalan. Villagers from Turkwangam and Kundlan have accused the army soldiers of looting their shops as well.
Property in Vehil village was damaged soon after some boys burst firecrackers to celebrate the Pakistan cricket team’s win over England in the Champion’s Trophy, which Pakistan went on to win with a huge 183-run win over India.
Gulam Muhammad Mir, Numberdar of Vehil village, said that there is so much fear in the villagers that complaining against the army men is out of the question. “How can we complain to the police? The police and army are brothers-in-arms. They would not listen to us as their job is to beat civilians and create terror among people,” he said.
Villagers of Kundalan, which falls in Nagisharan area where a new army garrison was established on June 20, said that they were forced to chant anti-Pak and pro-India slogans by the army men. When they refused to say the slogans, the soldiers beat up 20 persons in the village.
An elderly person from the village said that army soldiers were “beating people, looting and vandalising property without reason”. “They will get nothing but more hate from the public,” he said.
Recently two new army garrisons were set up in Shopian, one at Nagisharan village on June 20 and the second at Dobipora village on July 18.
Srinagar-based army spokesperson Colonel Rajesh Kalia has said of the new garrison, “this is routine redeployment based on operational requirements.”
After every attack on the said villages, Colonel Kalia has refuted the allegations of villagers and said, “none of our troopers was involved in assaulting people or damaging property”.
Deputy Commissioner of Shopian, Muhammad Aijaz, has said that he recently held a meeting with the Commanding Officer of the army unit to make sure that human rights violations do not happen in the district.
Senior Superintendent of Police Shopian, SA Dinkar, told Kashmir Reader that he did not know anything about assaults by army soldiers on villages nor has he received any complaint.
·  Govt forces vandalise property in Kulgam village
July 23: Residents of Nillow area in south Kashmir allege that government forces vandalised their property during the night following July 22. The vandalising, residents said, was in “retribution” after a “stray stone hit their vehicle earlier in the day”.
According to the residents of Wudura village in the area, forces vehicles were passing their village at about 5 PM in the evening, when somebody threw a stone at the forces’ vehicle.
“It was probably a village kid who threw a single stone at their vehicle,” the villagers said. “They left without saying anything but returned at night to take revenge.”
Villagers alleged that the forces barged into homes at the village at 10:00 PM and vandalized property.	“They smashed everything that came their way. Bikes, cars and load carriers were smashed by the army-men,” a villager alleged, adding “The actions were a retribution.”
Villagers said that the forces broke doors and windows and smashed refrigerators, TVs and other household goods. The villagers were left terrified by the forces action.
	A senior police official in Kulgam said that a stone was thrown at an army vehicle in the area. “We have no inputs if anything happened after that or not,” the official said, requesting anonymity. He said that no complaint had been filed by any villager so far.
· Broken limbs await surgery: Tortured villagers in Turkwangam narrate a woeful tale
July 27: Two youngsters from Turkwangam village of south Kashmir’s Shopian district have undergone bone surgeries after they were allegedly beaten up by the government forces during nocturnal raids. The youngsters alleged that they were ruthlessly beaten up during raids at their residences causing limb fractures.
Muhammad Younis Dar, a victim of manhandling, told Kashmir Reader that one of his arms was broken by the troopers during nocturnal raids. He said women and young girls were not spared by the raiders in uniform.
“I recently had a surgery in my left arm and it took me Rs 40,000 on operation and medicines in a Srinagar based private hospital. I don’t have land or a government job. I was earning my livelihood by running a small hotel but on May 4 they looted it also. When I went to register a complaint with police, I was detained in lock-up for two hours,” he said.
Dar said he has to undergo another surgery according to doctor’s advice. “I am unable to run my hotel that I started with money loaned by my friends and relatives. It is the friends who help me run the hotel now,” he said. Dar, lone bread earner for his family has wife and an infant daughter. “The troops looted my hotel and broke my limbs. I am not able to feed my family now,” he said.
Another youngster Suhail Ahmad Sheikh is nursing a broken arm and struggles to arrange money for surgery. “We took him to Pulwama hospital for treatment but he was not attended properly. The doctors have now suggested a surgery on his arm. I don’t have enough money to perform surgery on my son,” Sheikh’s son Abdul Gani said.
“I was ruthlessly beaten up by army during June 18 night. For half an hour the soldiers hit me with sticks and gun butts,” Sheikh said.
The Turkwangam village has been targeted by the government forces several times during the past months and entire population was subjected to torture and humiliation, the villagers alleged. “The first assault and damaging private property took place on May 4 during a massive cordon and search operation in 17 villages of district Shopian,” a villager said.
He said on June 10, the army troopers vandalised property and assaulted villagers again during the night hours. This was done in response to a mild stone throwing incident on army vehicles.
On June 11 troopers again assaulted the villagers including women and young girls and left dozens with severe injuries and bone fractures.
· Qaimoh shuts to protest beating of militant’s family members
July 27: A complete shutdown was observed in Qaimoh, Kulgam district in protest against the beating of family members of Hizb militant Tawseef Ahmad Sheikh during a raid last night.
The family members said the government forces entered into the house compound by jumping the fence. As the women raised an alarm, the people in the locality came out of their homes and rushed towards the house.
“The forces resorted to tear shelling but people threw stones at them and forced them to leave,” the local residents said, requesting they should not be named.
However, they said, after a couple of hours the forces returned and this time barged into the militant’s house while firing scores of tear smoke canisters.  
 	“They smashed the windowpanes, damaged property, thrashed men, women and kids during the raid. They didn’t even spare a three-year-old baby,” said a family member, requesting anonymity as he fears reprisals.
The family members were later treated at a nearby hospital.
To protest the alleged high-handedness of the forces, a complete shutdown was observed in Qaimoh and adjoining Khudwani.
	Shops remained closed and the movement of traffic was also affected.
Tauseef Sheikh is active in Hizb ranks for the past four years. His maternal uncle Abass Sheikh, also from Rampura village, is a commander of the outfit.
However, police has refuted that a militant’s family was beaten at Qaimoh area of Kulgam.

Highway thrashing

This month, as many as two incidents of highway beating by armed forces of civilian drivers were recorded. Both the victims including a student suffered injuries which triggered protests by the locals against the beating. 
· Soldier thrashes engineering student 
July 04: An engineering student was beaten up and abused by a soldier in Banihal on Srinagar-Jammu highway in Jammu and Kashmir for allegedly overtaking an army convoy. Mouzam Bashir Wani, a student of Chandigarh University, was travelling in a car along with his friends when he was stopped by the soldiers on the highway. "He (army man) beat me up with sticks and abused me for daring to overtake their vehicle," alleged Wani, a resident of Gundadalkote Banihal.
Later, Wani and his friends blocked the highway near Shafa Pani to demand action against the erring army soldier.
Locals joined the protest, alleging that army soldiers were resorting to hooliganism while travelling on the highway.
"They were not letting any car or motorcycle to overtake them. Anybody daring to overtake was beaten up by the soldiers," they claimed.
	An official said that the highway was thrown open for traffic after the soldier apologised to the student. "We called the soldier to the police station where he apologised to the student," he said.
· Baton charge at Pantha Chowk after CRPF men beat bus driver
July 10: A bus driver whom locals identified as Firdous Ahmad of Frestabal Pampore was beaten on the road at Pantha Chowk by men of the paramilitary CRPF. Six persons, including women, were also injured when police cane-charged locals who protested against the beating.
Eyewitnesses told media that a passenger bus bearing number JK01M 7265 was on way to Srinagar from Pampore when it was signalled to stop by CRPF near Lasjan bridge in Pantha Chowk, to pave way for the Amaranth Yatra-bound vehicles.
The driver stopped the bus a few meters away from where it was signalled to stop.
“In no time CRPF personnel, about 20 in number, pounced on the driver and beat him ruthlessly,” an eyewitness, Umar Bedaak, told media.
He said that CRPF personnel also beat up other persons, including women passengers, who tried to save the driver.
“The driver was seriously injured as CRPF men beat him with bamboo canes and gun butts,” he said.
According to eyewitnesses, the driver was rushed to JVC hospital, where doctors referred him to SMHS and from there doctors shifted him to SKIMS Soura for his “grave injuries”.
Locals took to the streets to protest the beating of the driver. They demanded that police register an FIR against the erring CRPF men and blocked the road, triggering a massive traffic jam on the highway.
A police team led by SDPO Aijaz Ahmad Mir allegedly cane-charged the protesters, resulting in injuries to a number of them.
“At least six protesters including women who were peacefully protesting were injured when police resorted to cane charging and fired teargas shells to disperse them to resume traffic on the highway,” said a local.
Locals also alleged that police damaged several cars while chasing away the protesters.

Militants ransack policeman's house in south Kashmir

Militants on July 27 night ransacked homes of dozens of policemen in Kulgam and Pulwama districts, beat up their family members and asked them to tell their sons to quit jobs or face consequences.
The militants also set ablaze the house of former government-sponsored militiamen, called Ikhwanis, besides beating up a People’s Democratic Party worker in Pulwama.
The ransacking occurred after government forces beat up the family members of Hizb militant Tauseef Sheikh at Rampora village, Qaimoh in Kulgam district, on July 27 night.
Sources said that gunmen first made their way into the house of a superintendent of police official in Qaimoh area of Kulgam and ransacked the house.
This, they said, was followed by the attacks on the houses of two policemen in Dashin-Sempora village in Yaripora area.
“The gun wielding militants ransacked the house, broke the window panes and asked the family members of the policemen to ask their kin to quit the job,” sources said.
They said later gunmen also ransacked houses of two policemen posted with Indian Reserve Police and traffic department in Mirhama village of the district.
The militants, sources said, also barged into the house of former notorious militiaman Bilal Ahmad Bhat son of Ghulam Nabi Bhat in Bachroo village and asked the family members to come out.
“As they came out militants sprinkled petrol on the house and set it ablaze,”
Bilal sources say was not present in his house as he puts up at the colony set up specifically set up for former militiamen in a highly guarded security zone in Kulgam town.
A senior police official posted in the district confirmed the incidents saying they are investigating the matter.
Similar attacks were carried by gunmen in many villages of Pulwama district.
Militants barged into the house of two special police officers posted in DPL Pulwama and Shopian in Trichal and Tumlehal villages of the district. 
	The militants asked their families to persuade their kin to give up police jobs. They conveyed the similar message to the family of a CRPF trooper in Naira village, whose home they ransacked.
The gunmen in the middle of the night also broke into the house of PDP female worker (a former Panch) in Trichal village and beat up her husband and told her to quit mainstream.
Pulwama superintendent of police Muhamad Aslam said the police are investigating the attacks.
Meanwhile following the attack on his house, an SPO hailing from Trichal Pulwama apologised publicly and announced he was quitting the job.
The cop appeared in the local mosque and announced on the public address system that he is resigning from the department, locals said.

Pellet Horror Continuous 

The disturbing reports of people getting blinded by pellets continue to come from various places in Kashmir valley. The official reports and NGOs surveys paints grim picture of the pellet survivors. As per government records as many 16 persons lost their visions completely while as 161 persons suffered total blindness in one eye in last one year. However, there is no independent research on how extensive the damage was caused by the unremitting use of pellets by the armed forces. The damage caused by pellets, as per experts, is not physical only but mental and economical as well. Whatever, the figure of survivors, so far, came to fore only indicates the lethality of the pellet guns.   
· In 1 year, 16 persons lose vision in both eyes due to pellets
July 08: At least 16 people have completely lost their vision in both eyes due to pellets fired by government forces on civilians in Kashmir in the past one year, according to official records, while 161 others have suffered total blindness in one eye wounded by the ‘lethal’ ammunition.
Records maintained by general specialty SMHS hospital here reveal that since July 8 last year—the day militant commander Burhan Wani died, triggering a six-month-long freedom uprising—a total of 1,043 people have suffered damage to eye (s) by pellet shots. Of these, 70 people were hit in both eyes, causing grievous injuries and loss of vision.
“16 pellet victims have lost their vision completely in both eyes. They don’t have even perception of light in both eyes. They are completely blind,” a doctor at SMHS hospital explained.
In addition, 161 pellet victims have completely lost vision in one of their injured eyes. “Their one eye is completely blind, other might or might not be injured,” the doctor said, adding that around 50 people whose one eye is completely lost have “minimal vision” in the other injured eye.
“Their vision is limited to hand movements in front of their eyes. Most of them cannot even move around their houses without help,” the doctor said.
A senior eye-surgeon at SMHS hospital said any injury to eye is “grievous” as it causes loss of vision or blindness. “Eye injuries are disabling in nature,” he said, adding that the pellet victims were “legally blind.”
Legal blindness is defined as ‘field of vision less than 20 degrees and a visual acuity of less than 6/60.’
Apart from injuries to eyes, pellets have injured over 10,000 people in the last one year in parts of body other than eye. Many have received grievous injuries in vital organs.
In SMHS hospital alone, as per the data compiled by its department of General Surgery, a total of 6,149 trauma cases were received between July 9, 2016 and November 09, 2016. Most of these were injuries caused by pellets. 
Although claimed to be a “non-lethal” weapon, injuries caused by pellet guns have resulted in death of at least 16 people in the past one year.
Even though the government and union ministry of home affairs has announced and introduced many “measures” while claiming to reduce the lethality of pellet shotguns, this commonly-used weapon continues to inflict grievous injuries particularly in eyes.
This year only, from April 2017, more than 60 people have been hit in eyes by pellets. In the month that went by, two people, a 60-year old man and a 22 year-old youth lost both eyes to pellets. In the past one week, 14 people with pellet injury to eye(s) have been admitted to SMHS Hospital.
· 2 of every 5 pellet-blinded victims are teenagers: Survey
July 09: The first survey on pellet victims, covering all 10 districts of Kashmir, has profiled 535 cases. It has been carried out by Help Foundation, a Kashmir based NGO, and funded by the UK-based Kashmir Development Foundation.
The exercise has detailed age, occupation, economic backgrounds of pellet survivors along with the medical interventions they have undergone for improving vision.
As per the survey 229 of the total 535 victims are aged below 20, comprising over 42 percent of the victims. Thus, out of every five pellet victims, two are teenagers. The data also reveals that 167 people out of the total victims are students, 73 of them yet to reach class 10.
Most of the young victims, as per the survey, come from poor families, with their parents and guardians having meager incomes, making it difficult for them to follow up the costly treatment or seek rehabilitative services. 
In case of 374 victims, constituting about 70 percent of the total injured, the family heads are labourers, as per the survey. In addition, in case of about 70 victims, the only earning member in the family is a small-time shopkeeper or farmer.
The survey details that 225 victims used to work as labourers, or were engaged in small time shops and other occupations before injury. After the injury, the survey says, they were unable to continue due to the nature of injury.
“Doctors have forbidden them (victims) from lifting loads or bending. They are not able to see well too,” the team of surveyors from the NGO, headed by Ashiq Ali, said. “Their families are in utter misery due to the additional medical expenditures and no income.”
Over 45 percent of victims have grave eye injuries, having already undergone multiple surgeries. Of the total victims, 213 have recurring hemorrhages, and visual ability is “almost nil”, the survey reveals.
Another 35 pellet victims have undergone lens transplants. The remaining victims are struggling to improve vision with surgeries and other interventions but have ambulatory vision.
Poor economic background and severity of injury, coupled with lack of financial and other support is posing immense hardships in the daily lives of the victims, the surveyors said.
“Each trip to hospital has cost the family thousands of rupees because no public transport was available and they were forced to hire taxis to Srinagar. Many are neck deep in debt,” said Nighat Shafi, who heads Help Foundation. 
She added the year that went by was also a year of no income for labor class. “Their families have suffered on many fronts. They had no incomes, and medical expenditures were too high,” she said.
Victims, as per the surveyors are struggling to get back to normal life. “They require support, psycho-social as well as financial. We are just trying to access how this help can reach them the best,” said Shafi.
·  Another student loses eye to pellets
July 31: At Srinagar’s general specialty SMHS hospital, a 20-year-old student Parvez Ahmed refuses to believe that his eye has been rendered visionless by the pellet injury he suffered at Tahab, Pulwama on July 30.
Shattered by the injury, he tells doctors in utter desperation: “There must be something you can do. Please!”
Parvez’s left eye looks contracted and bloodshot; the pupil has lost shine and looks dilated. A tissue paper in hand, this BA second-year student repeatedly tries to clean something from the injured eye.
	His mother Saleema looks distraught, trying to explain things to her relatives who have come to see Ahmed. “They did one surgery. They said they will need to do more surgeries,” she says.
	Doctors said pellets had caused “double perforation” in Ahmed’s eye. “The pellets have entered from front of eye and exited from the posterior part of its globe,” the senior surgeon who examined the injury and CT scan reports of Ahmed, said.
The prognosis of such injuries is bad, he said, adding that the pellets had “gone so deep that the person needs neurosurgical consultation.”
Asked how he got injured, Ahmed said: “Two militants had been killed in Tahab, Pulwama. We decided to participate in the funeral. But we had not even reached the main road that they (government forces) fired on us.”
Three more youth sustained injuries at the spot, as per records of health services.
An 18-year-old youth injured by bullet in chest at the same place and requiring tracheostomy was also admitted at SMHS hospital and later shifted to SKIMS for specialized treatment.
In ward 8 of the hospital, where Ahmed was admitted, seven more people, injured earlier and with “settled wounds” were admitted on Monday. “These patients had been dated for vitrectomy, a surgery to remove hemorrhagic vitreous humor, fluid that fills the eye. Pellets, when they perforate the eyes, cause bleeding inside, and the clear vitreous humour becomes opaque,” doctors said. They said that pellets also cause irreparable injury to other vital areas of the eye such as retina, macula and optic nerve.
Doctors said in the past four months alone, at least 70 people have been injured in eye(s) with pellets. “In most of these people, vision restoration chances are quite bleak,” doctors said.
He said attempts of doctors are to make the person ambulatory, in case of bilateral injury and attempt repair of retina and clearing vitreous hemorrhage. “We have to keep trying,” an eye surgeon at said.

PSA Continues…

Public Safety Act (PSA) continues to slap on the people to detain them. Despite a noticeable improvement in the situation, there seems no end to detain people under PSA by the authorities. Many of the detained under PSA suffer from different types of ailments   and due to their continued detention their health conditions get deteriorated. This month two cases of PSA were documented, one was of a youth from Kashmir and the other of a seventy-year-old man, who was booked under PSA third time in a row after court quashed his previous PSA orders. 
· Anantnag resident booked under PSA, shifted to Kathua District Jail
July 25:29-year-old Aatif Hassan, a resident of Anantnag district of south Kashmir, was booked under the Public Safety Act and shifted to Kathua District jail in Jammu province.
Hasan, father to a four-year-old baby, was arrested two weeks back when he was coming out of Anantnag District Court complex after a hearing into a previous case.
Since 2008, 55 FIRs have been registered against Hassan, who is a resident of Deva Colony Janglat Mandi.
Reports said that Hassan, who is into pharmaceutical business, was being harassed by police for taking to social media to express his pro-freedom sentiment.
They said that he has been slapped with PSA three times before.
· 75-year-old Sopore man jailed under PSA third time, charges quashed by court twice
July 27: The authorities have booked a septuagenarian from north Kashmir’s Sopore areas under public safety act (PSA) for the third time in row despite orders from the court to release him. The 75-year-old former forest officer Mohammad Subhan Wani, hailing from Dangerpora village of Sopore has been declared as threat to peace and tranquility by the police. Wani is affiliated to Syed Ali Geelani led Tehreek-e-Hurriyat.
Wani was taken into custody by Sopore police on August 18, 2016 when anti-India uprising triggered by the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen leader Burhan Wani was going on in Kashmir Valley. Arrested from his residence, the administration later slapped PSA on him on August 20 and sent to Kathua jail where he remained for three months. The PSA was quashed by High court in late November 2016. However, the court order did not end Wani’s imprisonment. The police immediately slapped PSA on him again. He was sent to sub-jail Kupwara where he remained for seven months. His relatives approached the court challenging the detention orders. The PSA was quashed by the high court on 10 June. However, two days later on June 12, PSA was slapped on him third time. He was again sent to Kathua Jail in Jammu where he is presently lodged.
Mir Shafqat Hussain, who has expertise in habeas corpus cases, described the repeated detention as brazen misuse of authority by the state. “The government agencies have no right to slap a person with PSA on same grounds. The agencies enjoy impunity in Kashmir. These kinds of cases are very much evident on ground because our system is weak. And more importantly the persons imprisoned under PSA are never let out. It is like a revolving door,” he said.
Wani has two sons and a daughter who continue to struggle to get him bailed out. According to his elder son Farooq Ahmad Wani, “My father is very old. He is suffering from serious health ailments including heart blockage, thyroid, sugar and prostate, for which a surgery needs to be done immediately.”
“On November 20 we were successful in securing his bail orders from the High Court. But after receiving his bail orders, police brought him from Kathua jail and put him in Sopore police station for almost 20 days. Instead of releasing him from there, the police shifted him to Sub Jail Baramulla for a week. But we didn’t lose hope; we applied for another bail and sent his bail orders to Baramulla jail. Even after his second bail they didn’t release him and sent him again to remand at Sopore police station, from where he was sent to Kupwara jail and has been there for the past two months,” Farooq said.
Farooq concedes that his father is affiliated to Tehreek-e-Hurriyat and has been briefly jailed in the past also. “This time he has been repeatedly booked on same grounds, which is travesty of justice” he said.

Kashmiris Outside

The disturbing reports about Kashmir been persecuted in Indian states continuous to haunt their families in the valley. This month at least two incidents of such nature were reported in media. While in one case a student was assaulted by masked men and in other case a trader was targeted by right wing goons.   
· For being a Kashmiri, student assaulted in Meerut
A Kashmiri student from Meerut’s Chaudhary Charan Singh University (CCSU) was beaten up and robbed of his mobile on July 1, Saturday night, by three masked men allegedly because he hailed from the Valley. On July 2, police registered an FIR and are investigating the matter. Times of India reported that Anees Khan, a second semester Zoology student at CCSU, said, “The hostel mess has been closed for days and I have to go out for food. On Saturday night i.e. July 1 when I was returning, a masked man approached me and asked my name and my native place. The moment I told my name and that I belong to Kashmir, two other masked men came and started beating me up.”
A complaint was filed by Khan at Medical College police station late on Saturday night and a case was registered in the matter on Sunday morning.
“A case has been filed against three unknown men under IPC’s Section 392 (punishment for robbery) and the matter is being investigated. Anees has not mentioned the Kashmiri angle in his complaint, but we are looking into that as well,” sub-inspector Pawan Kumar told TOI.
· BJP wing shut Kashmiri’s shop in Mussoorie
July 19: A Kashmiri garment trader’s shop was forcibly shut down in Mussoorie after an alleged post praising the Pakistan Army was found on his Facebook page, The Indian Express reported on Thursday.
As per the report Manzoor Ahmad, 59, from Humhama in Kashmir’s Budgam district, is among the five oldest trader families in Mussoorie. His shop has been selling garments since 1971.
His shop was shut down by the Mussoorie BJP youth wing and the Hindu Jagran Manch after they said they found a video appreciating the Pakistan Army, posted by Ahmad on Facebook. “After getting his (Ahmad’s) shop closed, we and the local traders’ body (the Mussoorie Traders & Welfare Association) went to the police station to file a complaint against him,” The Indian Express quoting the president of the BJP youth wing in Mussoorie, Dharampal Singh Panwar, said.
“Ahmad also came to the police station to file an application about his Facebook account having been hacked,” Mussoorie police station SHO, Rajeev Rauthan, said. He said the alleged “anti-national post” could no more be seen on Ahmad’s Facebook page.
The Mussoorie police seized Ahmad’s phone and submitted it to the cyber cell to verify whether his Facebook account was hacked.
According to the report a concerted effort to get Kashmiri traders ousted from Mussoorie started on June 18, when India lost to Pakistan in the Champions Trophy final and three Muslim boys were allegedly seen on the Mall Road shouting “Pakistan zindabad”. While none of the three was from the Valley, the BJP leaders and a section of local traders said the Kashmiri traders had “incited” them and other Muslims.
On June 20, the local traders’ body in Mussoorie asked for the Kashmiri traders to leave the town by February 28, 2018. However, Ahmad and four other older Kashmiri traders were “allowed to stay”, the president of the traders’ body Rajat Aggarwal said.

Militarization
· 
·  Army sets up second camp in Shopian 
July 18: The army has established a second camp in Shopian district, after setting up one in Nagisharan village some weeks ago. The second base in Shopian district has been set up at Dobipora village, some 11 kilometers from district headquarters in Wachi area.
The garrison at Nagisharan village was established on June 20 this year, at the same spot that the army vacated ten years ago when the area was declared by intelligence agencies as “militancy free”.
The garrison in Dobipora village has been established in the centre of Wachi constituency of Shopian district, where the government forces had detected movement of militants. Sources from police said that a dozen militants are active in the area.
An elderly person from the village said that they are fearful of vandalism and harassment from the army. “The army recently damaged property and beat people in several villages in the area,” he said.
Villagers of Dobipora told Kashmir Reader that they tried to protest the setting up of the garrison in their village. 
“We told them that if anybody throws a stone at you, you will come and beat us, but they said they will not harass anyone in the village,” a villager told media.
Another villager said that the army has set up its new camp near the village graveyard. “When we told them there is a graveyard besides the camp, they replied that they will raise a fence,” a youth from the village said.
Dobipora lies at the centre of the cluster of villages that saw a major Cordon and Search Operation (CASO) on May 4 this year. There are about 50 households in the village.
“They came here several times but we were not aware that they will set up a camp here. On Monday evening they came with razor wires and other things and set up a garrison here,” a local, wishing anonymity, said.
Srinagar-based army spokesperson Colonial Rajesh Kalia told media that “This is a routine deployment based on operational requirements.”
· Master Plan: Military presence overriding civilian concerns
July 23: The indiscriminate dispersal of defense establishments in Srinagar poses major hurdle to city’s development, as per the draft Master Plan (2015-2035). 
Pointing out that more area is occupied by defense establishments than the area used for development of district, divisional and state level public and semi-public infrastructures, the draft master plan has called for immediate shifting of the defense establishments to peripheries.
“As per the existing land use, the land under defense including many military and paramilitary establishments is spread over an area of 23 square kilometers which equals to 8 percent of the existing land area of Srinagar,” reads the draft, which had been put in public domain to seek suggestions before being put in the State Cabinet for final approval.
It points out that the indiscriminate dispersal of defense establishments in every nook and corner of the city, including the civilian areas, is construed as a major impediment in city development, adding that if the guidelines of the Ministry of Defense are followed in future the situation will become more grim causing undesirable strain on urban infrastructure.
The master plan suggests immediate consolidation and reorganization of defense establishments located deep inside civilian areas, important commercial areas, and public buildings by shifting them outside or to the periphery of the city.
The plan has also made recommendations keeping in view the smart city challenge for which Srinagar has already submitted a proposal. The stakeholders are now raising questions on the competence of Srinagar in the 'smart city' challenge as shifting of defense establishments seems unlikely.
The draft master plan has also pronounced that the land use for defense falls under ‘non-urban use’ category which if not shifted needs to be consolidated at select locations on the periphery of the city.
Master plan also envisages as an immediate policy measure shifting of army establishments at Tatoo Ground, Alouchibagh and other civilian areas at the earliest.
Meanwhile, in the smart city proposal for Srinagar under the ‘area based development’ category the government has proposed the name of Lal Chowk to be developed as a model area for the whole city but the stakeholders are doubtful about the government’s plan because of presence of two defense establishments in and around the commercial hub.
·  Govt. fails to shift CRPF from HMT factory
July 23: State government has failed to utilize 527 kanals of prime industrial land at Zainakote despite retrieving it from erstwhile Hindustan Machine Tools (HMT) factory after its closure by the central government.
With a part of this land being “illegally” held by Central Reserve Police Forces, the state government continues to be indecisive on the future use of 527 kanals.
Talking to media, commissioner secretary, industries and commerce department, Shailendra Kumar said the state government has finally retrieved the land from HMT factory (to which it was leased out earlier). The factory, he said, has been officially wound up.
“State government will now take final call on its utilization as there are several proposals being floated about its future use,” he said.
Officials of industries department said that illegal occupation of HMT land by CRPF since 2010 “is also hampering its development.”   
“After the 2010 mass agitation in Kashmir, CRPF’s 44th battalion illegally occupied the factory premises and its major chunk of land without seeking any consent from our management,” said the official.
He said except the HMT Plant, everything including flats and land of the factory are under CRPF occupation.
·  No construction permit for army in Gulmarg till its gives details: Govt tells High Court
July 28: The state government informed the High Court that it cannot permit the army to carry out repairs and renovation work of its structures at Gulmarg unless it comes up with the details of the works.
	The army, however, told the court that it cannot reveal the details (of constructions) to Building Operation Controlling Authority (BOCA) of Gulmarg as it amounts to breach of security. 
A division bench of Chief Justice Baddar Durrez Ahmad and Justice Ali Muhammad Magrey took on record minutes of the meeting of BOCA and the status report of Gulmarg Development Authority (GDA) 
While deputy advocate general Fayaz Ahmad Mir pleaded the case on behalf of the state government, assistant solicitor general Tahir Shamsi defended the union government. 
In its meeting, BOCA has said it is unable to consider case of army unless they furnish details including key plan, site plan and overall area under its possession, including the area of the land in possession of the army at Gulmarg.
The authority said the army has to provide all details of built up, existing as well as proposed, if any, in the standard format of drawings. 
 The BOCA has asked the army to Identify and demarcate the existing boundaries of the 130 acres of land, identify and demarcate 53 acres of land which the army had to surrender to the state government as per a 1991 government order. 
“Identify and demarcate 77 acres of land allotted by the state government for developing infrastructure in accordance with the order,” BOCA has told the army. 
It has asked the army to furnish initial building permissions issued earlier by competent authority—Gulmarg Projects Organisation (GPO)--or any other state regulatory authority which existed before the creation of GDA in 2003. 
In response to army’s request for proposed constructions in areas like Botapathri, the BOCA has said there was no document or evidence of transfer of land available in the records.
“The army is required to furnish necessary documents in support of the proposal,” read the minutes of the meeting. 
It was also decided during the meeting that revenue department shall conduct on spot inspection to identify and demarcate the land actually transferred to army at Gulmarg in pursuance of the government order no 107---TSM of 1991--- and also spell out the quantum of land under “illegal occupation of the army”.
During the meeting the regional director ecology environment and remote sensing has voiced the concern that the comments of the chief wild life warden J&K be also sought as the area in question appears to be a part of Gulmarg Wild Life Sanctuary.
He said the buildings’ infrastructure should conform to the guidelines, rules and regulations notified under the environment protection act. 
Shamsi, however, told the court that army cannot furnish the details about the repairs and renovation work and would file objections to the report filed by the GDA. 
He told the court that it is the chief minister of J&K who in 2001 has written to his revenue minister that the land under army should be regularised. 
The High Court took on record the minutes of the BOCA committee meeting and status report filed by the GDA and asked Shamsi to place the objections before BOCA. 
The army is stated to be under unauthorised occupation of land measuring 175 acres, 5 kanals and 13 marlas at Gulmarg. 
Meanwhile, the court directed DFO demarcation, DFO Tangmarg and the wildlife warden Kashmir to raise demarcation pillars of the Gulmarag land that has been delineated so far. The court sought status report in this regard by next date of hearing. 
The court asked the Pollution Control Board to file water quality report after it was informed that it has taken quality measurements at various spots of Gulmarg in July. 
THE PCB was also directed to install air quality equipment within a week.
· Army occupies 26 kanals of Budgam hospital land
July 31: In complete mayhem, long queues of patients wait at the outpatient department (OPD) in Aga Syed Yousuf Memorial (ASYM) District Hospital in Budgam. Scores of patients lie on beds fixed in a narrow corridor, and scores more, accompanied by a family member, have nowhere to go.
Outside each doctor’s chamber, patients and attendants are crunched into a small space. It is suffocating. The patients in the queues hardly find a place to sit.
“My son is suffering from a serious ailment. He can’t walk on his own. Here, there is no space in the corridors to move as patients’ beds have been placed here. The pushing and shoving from people makes us uneasy. But they can’t be blamed either: there is no space at all. It is like a flock of sheep crammed into a shed,” Sharifa, a attendant accompanying her son, lamented.
Self-evident trouble with infrastructure apart, Chief Medical Officer Budgam G M Dar told Kashmir Reader that 26 kanals of the hospital land were under Army occupation.
“We have had a survey with a defence person, which was also attended by revenue officials. But there has been no progress till date in favour of the Army’s vacating the land,” Dar added.
With little room to expand facilities, patients are left vulnerable and helpless. The ASYM is the only big health institute in Budgam district. “I am a labourer and can’t effort private clinics. So I have no option but to visit the government-run hospitals,” said a patient, adding, “We are being treated as third-class people, no one cares for us.”
“This has been happening here for many years. And it will continue as the administration is not lenient towards patients,” another said.
Patients who seek the advice of doctors at private clinics receive better treatment in a better environment, people allege. “Those who come straight to the hospital have to face problems,” a patient allged.
The hospital is also fund-strapped as doctors here do not even have access to a CT scan machine. The hospital’s endoscopy equipment has also been gathering dust for years.
“I don’t consider this place a district hospital. This is a big primary health centre,” said a resident of Budgam town.
Medical Superintendent Dr. Deeba admitted that patients were facing problems due to the institution’s lack of infrastructure. She added that though catering to the population of the entire district, the hospital has a capacity of only 80 beds, nowhere near enough to manage the huge in-flow of patients.

Dignity of dead must be given due respect: SC

July 14: Respect the dignity of the dead, the Supreme Court said while directing state governments to follow the guidelines of the National Human Rights Commission.
The apex court's remarks came on the submission of NHRC which said that all its communications and guidelines have remained only on paper and are not enforced by any State Government.
It said that the intention of the NHRC was to more effectively assist the criminal justice delivery system and avoid any factual controversies while respecting human rights.
"Considering that such a high-powered body (NHRC) has brought out its difficulties through affidavits and written submissions filed in this Court, we have no doubt that it has been most unfortunately reduced to a toothless tiger," it said while directing the Centre to take note of the concerns of the NHRC and remedy them at the earliest.

Fratricidal incidents in armed forces
· 
·  Soldier kills officer over phone row
July 18: A soldier shot dead an Army Major following an altercation over the use of a mobile phone in Jammu and Kashmir's Baramulla district, police said. Both the Army and police have launched an investigation.
Major Shekhar Thapa of 8 Rashtriya Rifles was killed by a fellow soldier in Uri sector of the Line of Control (LoC) which divides Kashmir between India and Pakistan, the police said.
A soldier who had been told not to use the mobile phone while on duty fired several shots at the officer, police sources added. Major Thapa died instantly.
Defence Ministry spokesman Colonel Rajesh Kalia said in a statement: "In an unfortunate incident at one of the forward posts in Uri sector, an Army officer was killed in firing by one of the jawans after an altercation. The officer succumbed to his injuries on the spot. Further investigations by the Army and police are underway.”	
·  Angry CRPF men thrash commander after colleague’s death
July 23: Paramilitary CRPF troopers thrashed their company commander Sunday after their colleague died after being denied permission to visit hospital for treatment, according to local news agency KNS.
Sources said a Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) trooper died in Wanpoh area of Anantnag district after he was denied visit to hospital for treatment. “The CRPF trooper belonged to 66 Bn and was attached with 90 Battalion”. 
Police sources said that the colleagues of the deceased trooper got angry with the behavior of their company commander and thrashed him.
·  Army trooper shoot self
July 24: An army man allegedly attempted suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle in the city outskirts of Jammu province.   
	Identified as Sepoy Pankaj of 16 RR shot himself with his service rifle at 706 Unit neat Koul Kandoli Mandir at Nagrota, Jammu. However, he was seriously injured and was shifted to hospital for treatment. 

Officially stated
· 
·  54 youth prevented from joining militancy in Kashmir: Police
July 03: The Jammu and Kashmir Police said 54 youth were arrested over the past "few months" in different parts of the valley, foiling their attempts to join militant ranks. The arrested youth included four boys who attempted to cross the Line of Control (LoC) in Kupwara district last month, it said.
"As many as 54 youth have been arrested from different districts of Kashmir over the past few months. The arrests foiled their attempts to join militancy, thereby saving 54 families getting adversely affected by the militancy," a police spokesman said.
He said out of these, 28 youth have been arrested in Baramulla, Kupwara and Bandipora districts of north Kashmir.
Thirteen have been arrested in central Kashmir range Srinagar while equal number of youth have been arrested in south Kashmir districts of Pulwama, Anantnag, Shopian and Kulgam, the spokesman said.
On June 27, police station Kupwara received information that four boys of village Gulgam had gone missing and subsequently a general alert was sounded across the district and two teams were constituted to trace out them, the spokesman said.
	During searches, he said one of the teams intercepted the boys near a 'nallah' (stream) in dense forest close to the LoC.
Identifying the boys as Shahid Ahmad Pir of Pir Mohlla, Wahed Ahmad Gojri of Deldjan and Zeeshan Ahmad Lone and Ubaid Ahmad Gojree of Tanwari villages of Gulgam, the spokesman said they were shifted to Kupwara police station.
Later, three of them were handed over to their parents while one of them, a motivator, was sent to juvenile home.
He said though arms and ammunition were recovered from many of 54 arrested youth, yet some of them were handed over to their families after counselling.
· Will turn JK into graveyard for Azadi seekers: BJP MLC
July 5: Criticising separatist leaders, senior BJP MLC, Ashok Khajuria said Jammu and Kashmir will be turned into a graveyard for those seeking Azadi from India and supporting Pakistan.
Speaking during a discussion on GST in the upper house of legislature, the BJP member said separatists had ruined four generations in J&K for their "petty politics".
"We will not allow anyone to ruin the future of our next generations. Separatists have done enough damage to our kids. Now it is time for them to mend their ways. If they don't change their stance, we will make situation worst for them," Khajuria said.
"We will turn J&K into a graveyard for those who seek Azadi from India and support Pakistan on our soil," he said.
·  220 militants active in Kashmir: MHA official
July 13: More than 50 per cent of around 220 active militants in Kashmir are Pakistan nationals, a home ministry official said.
He also said that infiltration bids have seen a rise in last five months.
Around 220 militants are active in the Kashmir Valley and majority of them are Pakistanis, the official said.
At least 120 attempts of infiltration have been made till May, with 30 militants having been successful at the attempt, he said.
In 2016, there were 370 attempts of infiltration in Jammu and Kashmir, the official said, adding as many as 119 militants had sneaked into the State last year.
According to data compiled by the home ministry, 88 Kashmiri youth had joined militancy in 2016, the highest in last six years.
In 2014, 222 militants tried to enter the State, but only 65 could make it, and in 2015, 121 militants attempted to cross the border, but 33 of them were successful.
Besides, there has been a steady increase in the number of youths taking up arms in the Valley from 2014 onwards as compared to ones between 2010 and 2013, the data said.
In 2010, as many as 54 youths joined militancy, in 2011, however, the number came down to 23. It further dipped to 21 in 2012 and 16 in 2013, it added.
·  Kashmir dispute not a law and order problem: JK CM
July 15: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti said that Kashmir dispute was not a law and order problem and that entire country needed to support them in this war.
 	“Kashmir me hum law and order ki ladaai nahi ladd rahe. Jab tak pura mulk, political parties saath nahi dete tab tak ye jang nahi jeet sakte (The war we are fighting in Kashmir isn’t that of law and order problems. We can’t win this war unless different political parties and the entire country supports us),” she told reporters after meeting the Home Minister, reported Indian Express.
·  JK registers 92 HR violation complaints with MHA in 3 yrs
July 14: The Government of India (GOI) has received 92 complaints of human rights violations against forces under Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) from Jammu and Kashmir in three years. 
However, only 3 percent cases in the State have been paid monetary compensation .
In reply to an RTI application moved by Common Wealth Human Right Initiative (CHRI), the Union Ministry of Home Affairs data reveals that of 186 rights violation (HR) complaints from states of North East and Jammu and Kashmir, 92 complaints were received from J&K from 2012 to January 2016. 
As per the data, J&K accounted for 49.5% of the HR violation complaints against forces in various categories under AFSPA.
MHA data shows that monetary relief to the tune of Rs. 6.47 crores were recommended in 117 cases received from seven states including J&K from Jan 2012 to 2016.
“The monetary relief of Rs 21 lakh was recommended in only five cases found to be eligible for monetary relief in J&K,” reveals the data.
It states only 3 per cent cases have been provided monetary compensation by the GoI.
However, it is not known whether this was ex gratia relief granted or compensation awarded. 
In J&K, AFSPA remains imposed in districts of Anantnag, Baramulla, Badgam, Kupwara, Pulwama, Srinagar, Jammu, Kathua, Udampur, Poonch, Rajouri and Doda.
“Assam, which accounted for less than a third of the complaints, received the largest proportion (48%) of monetary relief recommended by GoI. In 57 cases from Assam, monetary relief was recommended to tune of Rs. 3.10 crores," reads the MHA reply.
It disclosed that of 92 complaints received from J&K against the armed forces, only 79 cases were disposed off by MHA.
However, the data does not indicate whether these complaints were found to be true or false.
These HR violation complaints range from abuse of power to causing deaths.
About 40% of the complaints are clubbed under the category-- "defence forces" without any remark as to what kinds of complaints they were. 
Under this category, J&K accounts for 56 complaints from Jan 2012 to Jan 2016. “Of 56 complaints, 23 were received in 2012-13, 14 in 2013-14, 2014-15 and of 8 complaints only 1 remains pending in 2015-Jan 2016,” reveals the MHA data supplied to RTI applicant, Venkatesh Nayak Programme Coordinator, Access to Information Programme Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative.
It disclosed that a single complaint of abduction/kidnapping was received in 2012-13 while 3 abduction/ rape complaints were received in 2013-14 and 1 in 2014-15. 
All these complaints have been disposed off, according to the MHA data.
It further discloses that nine complaints were registered for “abuse of power” and off of them were disposed off. 
“6 complaints were received by MHA against the fake encounters. Of the six complaints, four are pending while two have been disposed off. Under ‘Arbitrary use of Power’, a single complaint has been disposed off,” reads the MHA data.
As per the data, a single complaint of “death in army encounter” was received by MHA and it was disposed off.
·  102 militants killed in JK in 7 months
July 14: The forces and police have killed 102 militants till now this year, making it the highest number of killings in the January-July period in seven years, a police official said Friday.
The forces also have prepared a hit-list of several other militants belonging to Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), Jaish-e-Mohammad and Hizbul Mujahideen.
The slain militants included Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) commander Bashir Lashkari, who was involved in the killing of six policemen in south Kashmir and top Hizbul Mujahideen militant Sabzar Ahmad Bhat, the police officer said.
The killing of 102 militants till July 12 makes it the highest number in the past seven years, the official said.
Earlier in 2010, the highest number of 156 militants were killed between January and July that year.
Last year, 77 militants were killed during this period, 51 each were killed in 2015 and 2014, respectively, 43 in 2013, 37 in 2012 and 61 in 2011, according to the police data.
·  376 security men, 221 civilians killed in JK in 8 yrs: GoI
July 18: The Government of India Tuesday informed Lok Sabha that 376 security were killed in militancy violence in Jammu and Kashmir since 2010 and disclosed that 8932 civilians were injured during unrest in Valley last year.
While 8,932 civilians were injured in 2016 against 1,047 in 2010, the number of security personnel injured also went up sharply to 8,378 in 2016 from 5,188 in 2010, Minister of State for Home Hansraj Gangaram Ahir said.
Responding to a written question by two MPs, including Congress' Jyotiraditya Scindia and YSR Congress' M Raja Mohan Reddy, the minister gave a table comparing 2010 and 2016.
There were widespread protests both years in the Kashmir Valley. In 2010, people were protesting civilian killings carried out by the army in Macchil sector.
In 2016, life in the Valley came to a standstill following the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen's poster boy Burhan Wani in July.
Ahir said the state government had informed the Government of India (GoI) that law and order situation was much better this year than compared to last year.
The state police, he said, had registered 583 cases during the current year till date against 2,897 cases of previous year.
According to data given by Ahir, as many as 107 civilians were injured up to May 31 this year.
The number of civilian deaths in 2010 was 115, 85 in 2016 and 21 so far in the current year, he said.
The steps taken by police include 12,650 miscreants/ separatists either arrested or bound down under substantive and preventive laws since 2016 and imposition of restrictions in the vulnerable areas to thwart such incidents, he said.
"Separatists/trouble mongers have been kept under close surveillance to check their activities," the minister said.
There were 2,808 stone pelting incidents last year against 2,794 in 2010. A total of 664 such incidents have been reported since July 9 so far this year alone, Ahir said.
Ahir's reply also gave a detailed chart on militant incidents since 2010.
There have been a total of 2,142 incidents of militant violence between 2010 and up to July 9, 2017 -- 488 in 2010, 340 in 2011, 220 in 2012, 170 in 2013, 222 in 2014, 208 in 2015, 322 in 2016 and 172 this year so far, he said.
A total of 934 militants were killed in these incidents -- 232 in 2010, 100 in 2011, 72 in 2012, 67 in 2013, 110 in 2014, 108 in 2015, 150 in 2016 and 95 in 2017.
About 376 security force personnel and 180 civilians were killed in these incidents, the minister said.
"The government has continuously encouraged policies to mainstream the youth, including providing employment opportunities to wean them away from militancy," Ahir said.
· 150 militants, mostly foreigners, active in north Kashmir: CRPF
July 19: A top official of Central Reserve Police Force said there are around 150 militants active in north Kashmir and most of them are foreigners.
CRPF’s deputy inspector general (Operations) for north Kashmir range, R K Yadav, said: “Presence of local militants is very less. Most of the militants active in north Kashmir are foreigners.”
Talking to reporters on the sidelines of a function at Sumbal, Bandipora, the DIG said: “Security forces, including police, army and CRPF besides launching counter-insurgency operations are trying to reach out to local populace to make them understand that everything can be achieved by peace only.”
110 militants, including 10 foreigners, active in south Kashmir: Army
Army on July 19 said 110 militants are active in south Kashmir and all efforts are underway to ensure that youth, who have picked up guns, “return to the mainstream.”
General Officer Commanding of Victor Force, Major General BS Rajoo, told reporters at Khanbal in Anantnag district: “The focus of the Army has 
·  110 militants, including 10 foreigners, active in south Kashmir: Army
July 19: Army said 110 militants are active in south Kashmir and all efforts are underway to ensure that youth, who have picked up guns, “return to the mainstream.”
General Officer Commanding of Victor Force, Major General BS Rajoo, told reporters at Khanbal in Anantnag district: “The focus of the Army has always been to convince youth, who have gone astray and picked up arms, to bring them back into mainstream.”
“Nearly 110 militants are active in five police districts of south Kashmir- Pulwama, Awantipora, Shopian, Kulgam and Anantnag. Police, Army and paramilitary forces are working in tandem to get people rid of militancy,” the GOC said.
On allegations of ransacking of houses and beating up of people during cordon-and-search operation by army, the GOC said: “Army only deals strictly with those people who disrupt anti-militancy operations. Army is a disciplined force and does not indulge in beating of people and vandalizing property.”
Meanwhile, Colonel Aditya Sahai of Victor Force while talking to reporters at Awantipora said: “Only 10 foreign militants are active in south Kashmir districts. There are 100 local militants as per records available with us.”
·  95 militants killed in J&K this year: GOI
July 19: As many as 95 militants were killed in Jammu and Kashmir between January and July 9 this year while this figure was 150 for 2016, the Rajya Sabha was informed.
As many as 38 security personnel and 12 civilians were also killed during this period in Kashmir that witnessed 172 militancy incidents, Union Minister of State for Home Hansraj Gangaram Ahir said in a written reply.
Ahir said 150 militants—the highest since 2011—were killed in 2016 in Jammu and Kashmir which faced 322 militancy incidents in which 82 security men and 15 civilians were killed.
In 2015, 108 militants were killed “during clashes with security forces at different places”, while 39 security personnel and 17 civilians also lost their lives in 208 militancy incidents.
In 2014, 110 militants were killed in different shootouts in the Valley, which witnessed 222 incidents of militancy and killing of 47 security personnel and 28 civilians.
In 2013, 67 militants were killed while 53 security personnel and 15 civilians were killed in 170 militancy-related incidents.
In 2012, 72 militants were killed, apart from 15 security personnel and a similar number of civilians in 220 violent attacks, the Centre said.
In 2011, 100 militants were killed, apart from 33 security personnel and 31 civilians in 340 militancy incidents. (IANS)
· J&K govt slaps PSA on minors, MHA cites 2 instances
July 19: The J&K government continues to slap Public Safety Act on juveniles in contravention of the law of the land.
The Union Home Ministry informed the Parliament that two such cases have come to the fore after families of the accused produced their birth certificates.
In a written reply, the Ministry said state government has reported that Tajamul-Islam Mir son of Ghulam Rasool of SK Bala, Ganderbal was detained under PSA and lodged in a jail on September 21, 2016. The accused was shifted to Juvenile Home on the basis of birth certificate produced by the relatives of the accused, the reply said.
“The accused was subsequently released on December 15, 2016 as per direction of the High Court,” the written reply read.
In 2017, the Ministry said one accused Yawar Rashid Sofi son of Abdur Rashid of  Gudoora, Pulwama was ordered to be detained under PSA and lodged in a jail. However, the state government revoked his detention orders on June 8 on the basis of birth certificate produced by his relatives.
The MHA also said state government has reported that no minor is presently undergoing preventive detention under provisions of Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act.
· Army appeals militants to give up arms
July 19: Victor Force General Officer Commanding (GOC) General BS Raju appealed to local militants to lay down arms and merge back into society, assuring them of every possible help from the army.
“Today, I want to put forth a message to the youth who have recently or earlier picked up guns and have taken the wrong path. I want to ask them to come back,” Raju said while addressing the media at the army’s Sector-1 camp in Khannabal.
Raju was speaking on the sidelines of a medical camp the army had organised for the local population.
“It will be our responsibility to take care of their security. We will make sure they remain safe,” Raju said.
Raju also appealed to the parents of militants, their teachers, the village elderly and other members of civil society to talk to the militants and ask them to shun violence.
“It’s the responsibility of the elderly to make sure their children do not take the wrong path. They should try and convince the militants to give up arms,” Raju said.
He maintained that there were around 110 militants active in the area, including 100 local boys and 10 foreign nationals.
Speaking about the medical camp, Raju said it was aimed at reinforcing relations between locals and the army.
He said the camp was also a mark of gratitude to the local people who came forward and helped yatris after they were caught in crossfire between militants and the army in Battengoo on June 10.
	Eight yatris were killed, and 32 others were injured in the incident.
“How locals stood up in the hour of need and helped save the lives of yatris by donating blood on a purely humanitarian basis is exceptional. The camp is a mark of gratitude to the locals,” Raju said.
·  LOC: 9 troopers, 2 civilians killed in July border skirmishes
July 23: Nine troopers among 11 people were killed while 16 others injured in border skirmishes this month between India and Pakistan along the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir.
Amid one of the worst fatalities in recent times, the month also saw over 110 livestock falling prey to shellings and cross-border firing in which nearly 35 structures, including over two dozen houses were damaged along the LoC in Rajouri district alone.
The repeated skirmishes saw over 4,000 villagers from near borders to government camps at safer places in the district.
A total of 35 structures including private houses, government buildings including schools, were damaged in recent mortar shelling in Nowshera," said Rajouri Deputy Commissioner Shahid Iqbal Choudhary.
·  85 foreign, local militants active in three districts: Police 
July 23: The public support to militancy as per police information has been witnessing decline in north Kashmir from past many years and the presence of local militants have been reduced to few compared to south Kashmir, the hotbed of local militants.
Reliable police sources opine that people in north Kashmir have been largely staying away from encounter sites whenever an anti-militancy operation is launched. 
“There was no public intervention when forces launched Cordon and Search Operation (CASO) and two local militants were killed in an encounter at Pazalpora village in Sopore on July 19.”
“Local people are fed up with militancy and that is the reason local youth in north Kashmir don’t get lured it. It is due to no public support that militants were on the run in north compared to south,” a senior police officer said.
Unlike in south Kashmir, local militants in north Kashmir virtually are not active on social media and this helps youth not to get lured to gun, police officer said, adding, “Besides this, no open movement by local militants is seen in the region and that is another positive factor.”
They said there is total of 85 militants active in north Kashmir. “Of 85 militants, some 8 are locals and rest are foreign militants.”
“It would be wrong to say that there is no local militant active in north Kashmir. There are local militants but very less. And with the killing of two militants yesterday, the militants have suffered a major jolt,” a top police officer said.
These militants were operating in both habitation and forest areas of Baramulla, Bandipora, Kupwara and Handwara.
· 50 J&K youths joined militancy this year: MHA official
July 24: As many as 50 youths in Jammu and Kashmir have joined militant ranks, mostly of Hizbul Mujahideen, so far this year, a Home Ministry official said.
"Fifty youths in Jammu and Kashmir have joined militant ranks in the first six months of 2017. Most of them have joined Hizbul Mujahideen and belong to south Kashmir," the official said.
	More than 50 per cent of around 220 active militants in Kashmir are Pakistani nationals, another Home ministry official said.
	According to the Home Ministry's statistics, 88 Kashmiri youths joined militancy in 2016, the highest in the last six years. In 2010, 54 Kashmiri youths joined militant ranks. The number came down to 23 in 2011. It further dipped to 21 in 2012 and to 16 in 2013.
The ministry's statistics revealed that “115 militants have attempted to enter Jammu and Kashmir from across the border so far this year. 19 of them managed to sneak into the Indian territory.”
“The data showed that 370 infiltration attempts were made in the state in 2016 in which 119 militants entered into the country,” the official said. 
In 2015, 121 militants attempted to enter the country but only 33 could do so. In 2014, 222 militants tried to cross over into the country, but only 65 could do it. PTI
·  36 attacks on Amarnath yatra in 27 years: GOI
July 25: As many as 53 pilgrims have been killed in 36 militant attacks on the annual Amarnath yatra in the last 27 years, the Lok Sabha was informed on July 25.
"From 1990 till date, 36 militant attacks have been reported on Amarnath yatris in which 53 were killed and 167 were injured," Minister of State for Home Hansraj Ahir said in reply to a written question.
Ahir said all possible arrangements are being made by the Jammu and Kashmir government with the help of the Centre to strengthen the pilgrimage's security.
Replying to another question, he said the duration and schedule of the pilgrimage is based on the decision taken by the Amarnath Shrine Board every year.
The duration of the yatra is decided by the extent of snowfall in the preceding winter and the date on which Raksha Bandhan falls, when it is traditionally concluded, he said.
Therefore, the minister said, the duration of the pilgrimage varies from year to year. In 2017, the pilgrimage commenced on June 29 and will culminate on Raksha Bandhan which falls on August 7.
"As such, the 2017 yatra is of 40 days. In 2016, it commenced on July 2 and concluded on August 18, and therefore, it was of 48 days," he said. PTI
·  29 Armymen, 142 militants killed at LoC since 2014: Govt tells Parliament
July 25: The Indian Army lost 29 personnel along the Line of Control (LoC) and killed 142 militants since 2014, the government told the Rajya Sabha. Minister of State in the ministry of Defence Subhash Bhamre, in a written reply, said 84 infiltration bids were also foiled by the security forces since 2014.
The LoC portion under the operational control of the army also saw 216 cases of ceasefire violations until June this year. Of these 73 and 76 violations were recorded in May and June respectively, he said. The LoC portion under the operational control of the Border Security Force (BSF) witnessed 23 cases of ceasefire violations.
Three civilians have also died due to cross-border firing by Pakistan.
· 16 civilians died in J&K police firing in 2016: Centre
July 25: As many as 16 civilians lost their lives in incidents of police firing in 2016, Lok Sabha was informed today.
Minister of State for Home Affairs Hansraj Gangaram Ahir tabled these figures in response to a question seeking to know the number of farmers who died in police firing.
He said, Jammu and Kashmir reported deaths of 16 civilians in police firing in 2016.
· 250 militants active in Kashmir: IG CRPF
July 27: Around 250 militants are active in Kashmir presently, while 75 were killed by government forces this year, Inspector General (IG) CRPF, Srinagar Ravideep Singh Sahi, said.
“Presently there are around 250 militants active in Kashmir. The CRPF involvement was almost in every encounter or joint operations in which 75 militants were neutralized,” Sahi told media on the sidelines of function organized to commemorate anniversary of the force in Srinagar. He said the number of active militants was going up and down in the Valley.
However, he said the situation was under control and fragile.
“We have seen the reduction in stone pelting incidents from past few months and security forces are in well coordination with each other to carry out counter insurgency and anti-militancy operations in an organized manner,” he said.
He said the situation in terms of militancy as well as law and order has improved very much, and added that “security forces as well as people” were contributing for the improvement of the situation in the Valley.
· 104 militants killed in JK this year: GoI
July 25:  At least 104 militants were killed in Jammu and Kashmir this year and Hizbul Mujahideen chief Syed Salahuddin is reported to have made claims that his outfit has the ability to hit targets anywhere in India at any time, Lok Sabha was informed.
"Syed Salahuddin, supreme commander of Hizbul Mujahideen, is reported to have made such a claim in the media," Minister of state for home Hansraj Ahir said in a written reply.
Ahir said the militant group has been getting logistic support, including arms and ammunition, from Pakistan.
"As per available information, some of the weapons and other items recovered from the encounter sites have the markings of the foreign countries," he said.
Replying to another question, Ahir said in 2017 (up to July 16), 104 militants have been killed in Jammu and Kashmir as a result of coordinated action between the security agencies.
· JK has over 30,000 SPOs
July 31: The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has disclosed that over 30,000 Special Police Officers (SPOs) are working with Jammu and Kashmir police.
As per the estimated figures by MHA, there are 31,474 SPOs in the state. 
The number increased after Government of India (GoI) sanctioned 10,000 additional SPOs for the state in 2016.
“10,000 SPOs were sanctioned in addition to existing 25,474. Of 10,000 SPOs sanctioned, 6,000 have been already appointed,” reveals an MHA report titled,“ Key initiatives of MHA”.
The additional posts of SPOs were sanctioned by GoIin September 2016, when Kashmir was in grip of turmoil following killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani in an encounter with forces on July 8, last year.
The MHA report discloses that the remuneration of SPOs has also been enhanced.
“They use to get Rs3000 per month. However, it has been enhanced to Rs6000 per month now,” it states.
According to the report, the reimbursement of expenditure to the state government by GoI in respect of 10,000 SPOs is as per existing approved Security Related Expenditure (SRE) guidelines. 
The SPOs get inducted into state police subject to their performance in duty and educational qualification. 
Recently, Director General of Police (DGP), S P Vaid had visited Baramulla district to reward police officials including SPOs for their contribution in policing and anti-militancy operations.
Quoting DGP, an official spokesperson had said134 SPOs of North Kashmir range were absorbed as constables in the department.
In February this year, Rising Kashmir had reported that the strength of police in the state was over 89119. 
This, however, excludes the SPOs.
The MHA report said the procurement of high-tech and latest security appliances based on state-of-the-art technologies as a measure to deal with militancy and law and order has started. 
“Rs255.30 crores were sanctioned for high-end security and Law and Order (L&O) projects for J&K police and procurement has started,” it added.

 
	Date
	Armed Forces
	Militants
	Civilians

	July 01
	-
	2
	2

	July 02
	-
	-
	-

	July 03
	-
	2
	-

	July 04
	-
	1
	-

	July 05
	-
	-
	-

	July 06
	-
	-
	-

	July 07
	-
	-
	-

	July 08
	1
	-
	1

	July 09
	-
	-
	-

	July 10
	-
	3
	7

	July 11
	-
	-
	-

	July 12
	2
	3
	-

	July 13
	-
	-
	-

	July 14
	-
	-
	-

	July 15
	1
	3
	-

	July 16
	-
	-
	1

	July 17
	1
	3
	1

	July 18
	3
	2
	2

	July 19
	1
	-
	-

	July 20
	-
	-
	-

	July 21
	1
	-
	1

	July 22
	-
	-
	-

	July 23
	-
	1
	-

	July 24
	-
	-
	-

	July 25
	-
	-
	-

	July 26
	1
	-
	-

	July 27
	-
	3
	-

	July 28
	-
	-
	-

	July 29
	-
	-
	-

	July 30
	-
	2
	-

	July 31
	-
	1
	-

	Total 
	11
	26
	15

	Total Causalities 
	52 Killings 



Chronology 
July 01: Two militants of LeT and two civilians were killed and many civilians were injured including four with bullets in Dialgam area of Anantnag district in south Kashmir during an encounter. The slain militants were identified of Bashir Laskarai of Kokernag and Abu Maaz of Pakistani origin. Abu Maaz was buried in Gantamulla graveyard in Baramulla. The civilians were identified as Tahira Begum, 41, of Breenthi, Dialgam, Anantnag and Shadab Hussan Chopan of Dialgam. Locals accused armed forces of killing the civilians. 
July 02: Clashes erupted at Malangpora village of Pulwama district soon after the armed forces laid a siege of the area. While Kashmir observed a shutdown to protest the civilian killings in Dialgam, Anantnag on July 1 by armed forces during an encounter.  
July 03: Two militants were killed and an army Major and CRPF officer were injured in an encounter with Indian armed forces in Bamnoo village of Pulwama district. Over thirty persons including five sustained bullet injuries when armed forces opened fire at protesters near encounter site. The slain militants were identified by police as Jehangir Ahmad of Keller and Akhtar Alam of Reasi, Jammu division. In another incident, a policeman and woman were injured when militants targeted police in Anantnag while militants managed to give slip to armed forces during CASO Malangpora village of Pulwama after people protested there, four protests were injured in forces action.
July 04: A 27-hour gunfight between militants and armed forces at Bamoo village in Pulwama district ended with the killing of third militant who engaged the forces for at least 17 hours after his two colleagues were gunned down on July 3. The slain militant was identified as Kifayat of Bamoo Pulwama who engaged the forces for about 17 hours. Five residential houses were reportedly blown up to kill the lone-surviving militant. It was reported that the body of Kifayat was charred beyond recognition. At least 25 more persons sustained injuries taking the toll of injured to 55 since July 3.
July 05: A complete shutdown was observed in Pulwama to mourn the three rebels killed in a 30-hour gun battle at Bamnoo village. While clashes erupted late July 5 night in Khanabal area of Anantnag district after police conducted nocturnal raids and arrests. Nobody was injured during the clashes. As per reports, police raided the houses of at least four youth who were allegedly involved in stone pelting. Reports said that at least two youths were arrested.
July 06: Fearing bike rallies and massive protests, police have been “seizing” motorbikes and scooters across Kashmir. Those whose vehicles are confiscated are told to enquire about them after the 13th of July. Hundreds of bikes and scooters are lying at police stations in various parts of Kashmir, including Tral in Pulwama and in Srinagar. All of them have been confiscated in the past two days. Director General of Police (DGP) Shesh Paul Vaid confirmed to the media that the police were seizing motorcycles and scooters as a “precautionary measure” to prevent youth from taking to streets or rallies on the first death anniversary of Burhan Wani. 
July 07: Restrictions were imposed in Srinagar down town to prevent post-Friday imminent protest rallies.
July 08: At least 30 persons were injured and close to 100 youths detained during clashes in south Kashmir, amid undeclared curfew and a complete shutdown on the first death anniversary of Burhan Wani. In the Night also protests occurred in Tral hamlet in south Kashmir on the Ist death anniversary of militant leader Burhan Wani. The graveyard where Burahan was laid rest was sealed by the armed forces to prevent people from paying tribute to the commander.  While a policeman was injured in a grenade explosion in Tral area. In Bandipora district militants ambush an army patrol in Hajin town wounded three soldiers including a captain. In cross LOC shelling a TA soldier and his wife were killed and their children were injured along LOC in Poonch district. The deceased were identified as Mohammad Showkat and his wife as Safia Bi of Poonch. In Tral, a cop was injured in a grenade explosion lobbed by militants in Aripal village of Tral area in South Kashmir. 
July 09: The police said that Pakistani army targeted villages and forward posts along the Line of Control (LoC) in Poonch district with heavy mortar shells and automatic weapons. There has been no loss of life or injury to anyone in the firing. 
July10: Seven Amarnath pilgrims including six women were killed and eighteen others were injured in an attack, police said, carried out by LET militants in Bontengoo area of Anantnag district in south Kashmir. However, the LET claimed its men were not involved in the attack. The pilgrims hailed from Gujarat and were identified as ----. While army claimed three unidentified militants, infiltrators, were killed in an encounter along LOC in Nowgam village in Kupwara district. 
July 11: A gunfight broke out between armed forces and militants in Budgam area in central Kashmir.
July 12: Three militants of HM were killed in an encounter with armed forces in Redbugh area of Budgam district. The slain militants, all locals, were identified as Sajid Ahmmad Gillkar of Malaratta, Srinagar, Aqib Gul of Hyderpora, Srinagar and Javaid Ahmad Sheikh of Beewah, Budgam. As many as fourty persons including a photojournalist were injured in clashes between protestors and armed forces at various location across Kashmir after the Budgam encounter was over. While two army soldiers were killed and another injured in sniper fire from Pakistan near LOC in Keran sector in Kupwara district.  
July 13: A youth was injured with bullet in the firing of armed forces in Pulwama during clashes. At least 10 persons were injured, seven of them with pellets, in street clashes during the day. Internet and train services also remained suspended across Kashmir. Restrictions under Section 144 CrPC were imposed in areas under five police stations of Nowhatta, MR Gunj, Safa Kadal, Khanyar and Rainwari in Srinagar. Locals said that restrictions were also imposed in the area under police station Kralkhud.
July 14: At least 25 persons were injured, including minors, during clashes following Friday prayers in Srinagar, Anantnag and Pulwama districts. Authorities did not allow Friday congregational prayers at the historic Jamia Masjid at Nowhatta in Srinagar for the third consecutive week. The restrictions remained imposed in areas falling under seven police stations – Khanyar, Nowhatta, Rainawari, MR Gunj, Safakadal, Maisuma and Kralkhud – to curb free public movement in these areas. While fifteen youth were arrested in Anantnag during clashes after Friday prayers. 
July 15: Three militants including a foreign militant, forces claimed, of Jaish-e-Mohammad were killed in an encounter with Indian armed forces in a forest area of Tral area of Pulwama district. The slain militants were identified as Parvez Ahmad Mir of Handura, Tral, Mukhtiyar Ahmad Lone of Harpura, Ameeraabad, Tral and the foreign militant was identified as Hassan Bhia of Pakistan. During the clashes that erupted during the encounter as many as ten persons were injured in clashes with forces.  In an another incident, a CRPF officer was injured in a grenade attack by militants in Kulgam.  While an army soldier was killed in cross LOC firing in Rajouri sector in Jammu.  
July 16: One of the injured Amarnath pilgrim wounded on July 10 attack succumbed to his injuries in SKIMS hospital at Srinagar taking the toll of killed pilgrims to eight causalities.  
July 17: Three LET militants were killed in an encounter with armed forces in Bul-Bul Nowgam area on the outskirts of main town Anantnag. Police sources maintained that the slain militants have been identified as Showket Lohar, a resident of Arwini area in Bijbehara, and Muzaffar Hajam, a resident of Kokernag and Rayees Ahmad Bhat son of Hakura, Badsgam,  Anantnag. In the backdrop of militants killing internet services was suspended in Anantnag. An Army soldier and an eight-year-old girl were killed in cross border firing between Indian and Pakistani troops along the Line of Control (LoC) in Poonch district. The girl Saida Kouser daughter of Muhammad Kafil Khan was killed when she was hit by multiple splinters of a mortar shell near her house at Barooti village in Balakote, Mendhar at around 10 am, said another official. A woman Shah Begum, 55, wife of Muhammad Sharief of Panjgrain Rajouri, was also rushed to district hospital Rajouri after she received splinter injury in back due to mortar shelling, the official said. Another injured Sharief Ahmed received minor injury and was given first aid on spot, he said. While an army soldier was wounded when India and Pakistan armies exchanged fire and resorted to mortar shelling along the Line of Control at Madiya village in Kamalkote Uri in Baramulla district. While an official spokesman said a population of 4500 to 5000 people of Panjgrain, Rajdhani, Naika and other adjoining villages was affected due to heavy cross-border shelling in Rajouri district. He said the district administration ordered closure of all schools early in the morning but 120 students were held up at Government School at Panjgrain and on report of the headmaster, senior officers got them evacuated. In Anantnag, army soldiers allegedly opened fire on a group of civilians in Bijbehara town, leaving a 60-year-old man with a bullet injury. The injured man has been identified as Mohammad Abdullah Ganai, of Hussainpora village in Arwini area of Bijbehara. He has been admitted to Bone and Joints Hospital in Srinagar for treatment.
July 18: Two unidentified militants, army claimed, were killed in Gurez sector in Bandipora while foiling an infiltration bid. In cross LOC shelling two army soldiers were killed and one injured in Pakistan firing in Naushera sector of Rajouri. In an incident of fratricidal killing, an Army officer was killed in a fratricide incident by a fellow soldier at LoC in north Kashmir’s Uri. The civilian Mohammad Abullah Gania who was injured in army firing on July 17 in Bijbehara town succumbed to his injuries. A former Panchayat member was shot at inside his home in Panzath area of Qazigund . As per police reports, two armed men barged into the house of Nazir Ahmad Shah, a former Panchayat member associated with the National Conference (NC) and fired bullet in his leg. While dead body of a teacher Bilal Sheikh was recovered. Bilal was missing since July 3. 
July19: A Junior Commissioned Officer (JCO) injured in Pakistani firing Nowshera sector on July 18 succumbed to his injuries in a military hospital, while a civilian was injured in cross LOC shelling in Sandot hamlet.  
July 20: Protests erupted in Shopian after a minor girl was crushed to dead by army vehicle. In the protesters and police clashes over 30 persons were injured.   While two persons were injured when a dormant shell exploded near an encounter site which took place between forces and militants in Bhamnoo village in Pulwama early this month.  
July 21: A youth Tanveer Ahmad Wani, a tailor by profession and a resident of Waza mohalla Beerwah was killed and another injured by army in Beerwah area of Budgam district after a fire cracker exploded. While govt. foiled UN march called by pro-freedom leadership against the killing spree in Kashmir. The cross LOC shelling continued in various sectors killing an Indian soldier along the Line of Control (LoC) in Rajouri district of Jammu and Kashmir's Jammu district, army said. While Six policemen including an ASI rank officer were injured when army soldiers beat them up at police station Gund in Ganderbal district on July21, Friday, evening.	
July 22: A shutdown was observed in Budgam town and its adjoining area against the killing of youth on July 1 by army. While a youth was injured in clashes between armed forces and protestors that occurred in the Budgam town. In Pahalgam in south Kashmir, police resorted to teargas shelling to quell the youth protest who pelted stones on a school where Minister for Public Works Naeem Akthar had visited. Meanwhile, there was no let-up in cross LOC shelling between Indian and Pakistan forces, an army soldier was injured in Noushera sector of Rajouri district.  
July 23: An unidentified militant, army claimed, was killed during an encounter at Sonapand area of Maachil sector in Kupwara district.   Angry CRPF personnel thrashed their Company commander after their colleague died allegedly after being denied permission to see a doctor in Anantnag.
July 24: Militants managed to escape a CASO following intense clashes between forces and locals in Qaimoh village of Kulgam. While an army man allegedly attempted suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle in the city outskirts of Jammu province.   
July 25: Suspected militants attacked an army patrol in Ajas area of Bandipora district late last night, officials said. An official said suspected militants travelling in a Sumo vehicle fired upon the patrol of army’s 13 Rashtriya Rifles near main market Ajas. “Army men also fired in retaliation, but there was no report of any injuries. The gunmen fled after carrying out the attack,” he said. While, at least four youth were injured in clashes with armed forces during a cordon-and-search operation in Pulwama district, even as search operation launched by government forces in Ganderbal district ended without any results, police and reports said.         
July 26: A policeman from the Special Operations Group (SOG) was gunned down by suspected militants in Kanjikullah, Yaripora area of south Kashmir’s Kulgam district. Militants, believed to be three in number, managed to escape from a Cordon and Search Operation (CASO) in Mattan area of Anantnag district. Anticipating protests, the authorities suspended mobile internet services in Anantnag district. The services were restored in a couple of hours after militants managed to sneak out of the cordoned area.
July 27: Three unidentified militants (infiltrators) were killed in Gurez valley of north Kashmir’s Bandipora district, army claimed. In another incident two army soldiers were injured when militants attacked them in Shopian district while a policeman was shot at and injured by suspected militants in Kulgam.   
July 28: No violence related incident occurred. 
July 29: No violence related incident occurred.
July 30: Government forces killed in a brief encounter two Hizbul Mujahideen militants in Tahab area of Pulwama district. The slain militants have been identified as Shariq Sheikh (alias Haris Bhai), son of Ali Muhammad of Gulzarpora village in Pulwama district, and Shabir Ahmad Mir (alias Showket), son of Mohammad Ahsan and resident of Mahend village near Bijbehara in Anantnag district. During the encounter over a dozen persons including one critically were injured during the encounter.  While a girl was injured in a mine blast in Uri area of Baramulla district. The injured was identified as Hakim Bee, 18, d/o Noor-ud-Din of Uri. 
July 31: One unidentified militant was killed in an encounter with armed forces in Uri north Kashmir’s Baramulla district. While cross LOC firing took place along LOC in Rajouri district. Clashes erupted in Batpora, Kellar area of Shopian after forces cordon off it.   


Attack on Amarnath Pilgrims leaves 8 dead, many injured
Kashmir civil society protest killings
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On July 10, in a gruesome attack on Amarnath Yatris (pilgrims) by unidentified assailants, eight Yatris including five women were killed and many were injured in South Kashmir’s Battengoo village of Anantnag district, along the Srinagar-Jammu national highway. The pilgrims were returning from the remote Himalayan shrine of Amarnath in a bus when they came under the attack. Six victims belonged to Gujrat while two were from Maharashtra. Within minutes, the incident invited widespread condemnations. No group claimed responsibility of the attack; however, the police and government accused militants for carrying out the attack. The attack invited large scale condemnations and protests from people of all walks of life including militants.  This was not the first time Amarnath Yartis were attacked, in past as well pilgrims were attacked but this attack was more gruesome in nature. Pahalgam, a world famous tourist resort in south Kashmir, observed strike to protest the killings. [image: ]
Civil Society protest at Srinagar 

The attack took place at Battengoo at about 8.20pm when 60-70 pilgrims were returning from Baltal, one of the base camps of the pilgrimage, to Jammu. Batengoo is 65 km south of Srinagar.
Officials said the bus was neither registered with the Amarnath shrine board nor part of a convoy. It was moving after sunset, which is not allowed because of security restrictions.
The Inspector General of Police Munir Khan, while blaming LET militants for killing the Yatris said the pilgrims were not the target but the armed forces. 
	Immediately after the attack, Kashmir youth rushed to the hospital to donate the blood to save the injured pilgrims. There were allegations that following the attack the armed forces went berserk in Battengoo village and detained at least six people, including two students, on July 11. 
“After the attack, they (armed forces) started banging at our gate at about 10 PM. Terrified, we did not open the door. They scaled the boundary wall and then forced their way into our house,” Shabnum a native of Battengo said.
She said that the forces went berserk as soon as they entered the premises of the house, breaking doors and window panes.
The Shabnum’s family alleged that the forces took away the day’s sale money from its shop along with them.
Locals have also alleged that the forces damaged some other houses in the vicinity as well.
SSP Anantnag, Altaf Khan, denied having made any arrests from the area. “Nobody was arrested,” Khan told media.
Civil society protests 
On July 11, a number of people from civil society staged a sit-in-protest in Srinagar against the attack.
The protesters assembled inside Pratap Park in Lal Chowk carrying black banners and placards in their hands. They raised slogans like, “innocents killings not accepted”, “all pilgrims welcome” and “all tourists welcome”.
Speaking on the occasion, coordinator of JKCSS, Khurram Parvez, said “Kashmiris are conscious of this pain and can’t withstand this pain being inflicted on anyone else.”
He said the Indian investigative agencies have failed to establish truth in such killings in the past. 
"Kashmiris have always condemned such killings. The UNHRC should be allowed to probe all mysterious killings that occurred in Kashmir, including at Nadimarg and Chhatisinghpora," Khurram told reporters.
“They are trying to use these incidents and create a media spectacle to further their violence against people of Jammu and Kashmir and that is what this protest is against. We do not want these killings to be used to further legitimize the violence against Kashmiri people.”
“We condemn killings of the yatris and we want that people of India should also come forward and express same kind of outrage when Kashmiri civilians are getting killed,” Khurram added.
Traders, tour operators, houseboat owners and hoteliers assembled in the press enclave here holding placards demanding an "independent probe" into the "brutal killings" and condemning the "barbaric attack".
The Kashmir Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) also took out a rally from their office near Polo View here and condemned the attack. The KCCI demanded a judicial probe by a retired Supreme Court judge.
Speaking on the occasion, senior KCCI member Ibrahim Shadad said, "It is a very sad occasion for us. We have always welcomed pilgrims. We Kashmiris have always cooperated with them and will continue to."
“KCCI has always condemned such killings,” he said while demanding judicial probe into the incident and stern punishment for those found guilty for the killings.
Travel agencies, hotels and allied agencies will suspend their business as a mark of protest. Travel Agents Association of Kashmir (TAAK) called for one-day shutdown of business establishments while Travel Agents Society of Kashmir (TASK) called for two-day shutdown against the incident.
Secretary General TASK, Ather Yamin said such acts are the handiwork of those who don’t want Kashmir to prosper. “We are deeply saddened by this dastardly act. The attack is not only on yatris but on humanity. Every Kashmiri is with the victims and mourn the killings. We condemn the attack in the strongest terms,” said Yameen, demanding impartial and time bound probe into the incident.
General Secretary of TAAK, Farooq Kutloo said, “We have assembled here because the unfortunate incident has directly affected our tourism industry as we have got a lot of calls from tourists since yesterday for cancellations.”
Kashmir Traders and Manufacturers Federation (KTMF) headed by Muhammad Yasin Khan also condemned the incident. In a statement, Khan who also heads the Kashmir Economic Alliance (KEA) said in this hour of grief entire Kashmir is with the families of those bereaved.
Reiterating that Kashmir is a land of communal harmony, Khan appealed the people to be united in this hour of grief and not fall prey to communal forces of divide.
Khan also sought attention of the government towards the security of Kashmiri Muslims outside Kashmir.
Kashmir Hotel & Restaurant Owners Federation (KHAROF) termed the attack as an onslaught on the tradition of brotherhood and secular fabric of the valley for which it has been well-known across the world since ages.
“The attack goes against the basic human dignity and values of a civilized society which deserves to be condemned by one and all in harshest words.”
Kashmir Valley Fruit Growers cum Dealers Union and New Kashmir Fruit Association Parimpora Srinagar said the visitors and the yatris are the guests of Kashmiris and are always treated respectfully by them.
“People have always come out in support of the yatris and other tourists whenever they were in trouble. People saved the lives of the tourists when they met with an accident at Barsu Ganderbal and people of the locality shifted them to hospital for immediate medical attention. The religious harmony of Kashmiri people is age old and exemplary.”
Chairman of Nigeen Tourist Traders Association (NTTA), Manzoor Ahmad Wangnoo said, “We all condemn the barbaric attack on the yatris and we are shocked and have no words to express our sorrow to their families who were killed in this unfortunate incident.”
“Kashmir is known for its hospitality and the deadly attack sends out a negative message,” said representative of Travel Trade Association of Kashmir (TTAR), Farooq Ahmad, adding the attack should be investigated and stern action should be taken against the culprits.
Kashmir Centre for Social and Development Studies (KCSDS) issued a statement to express anguish over the incident. “Our heart goes out to the victims of this senseless violence which plays with the lives of citizens for political gains. The usual condemnations have become a meaningless ritual. But we really feel aggrieved by the loss of precious lives who had come here for a journey of faith,” the KCSDS statement reads.
It also raised questions on the “conflicting versions” of the incident and demand impartial investigation. “Following points are worth consideration as to why a probe in the matter is indispensible- That the bus carrying the Amarnath Yatris was operating beyond the deadline prescribed for such travel, that in contravention of the rules & regulations, all the yatris in the bus were unregistered which was operating outside the security set-up for the purpose, that a 56 seater bus carrying as many unregistered yatris was allowed to proceed without any check or questioning.”
“Recently, Kashmir police arrested a Hindu boy, by the name of ‘Sandeep Sharma’in the same area. He is being passed as an accomplice of Bashir Lashkari, a militant, who was killed in an operation with forces. Strangely Sandeep was caught alive when all other militants were killed,” the KCSDS statement added.
Federation Chamber of Industries Kashmir (FCIK) called an emergency meeting to condemn the attack. The meeting chaired by FCIK president, M Ashraf Mir urged the government to take all necessary steps for safety of yatris and bring the culprits to book. “Such types of incidents disturb communal harmony of the state,” Mir said while urging people to maintain peace and calm in this hour of grief.
PHD Chamber Of Commerce & Industry Kashmir Chapter held an emergency meeting.
Co-Chairman of PHD Chamber, Zahoor Ahmad Tramboo said, Kashmiris must stand together against those people who would use this incident to spread extremist views and also those who would spread fear and hate within the society. “Hopefully, this will unite us against all kinds of extremism and communal frenzy.”
Pahalgam Hotels and Restaurant Owners Association (PHAROA) also condemned the attack. It said Kashmiris have always shown hospitality and treated tourists and Yatris as their valued guests.
London based Kashmir Voice International (KVI) also held an emergency meeting, condemning the incident. “KVI believes that pilgrims (Yatris) have always been welcome, during all these years of turmoil. Pilgrims (Yatris) are our guests and deserve all love and respect. This act of terrorism hurts Kashmir’s ethos of love for humanity. An urgent enquiry is needed to bring the culprits to justice,” reads the statement issued by KVI.
Meanwhile, a human rights group filed a petition in the Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights Commission (SHRC), demanding an investigation into the attack on the pilgrims.
"We have filed a petition before SHRC demanding it to investigate the attack on the Amarnath pilgrims," said Chairman International Forum for Justice and Protection for Human Rights Mohammad Ahsan Antoo. However, the SHRC is yet to admit his petition.

Disappeared teacher’s body leaves many agonizing questions

On July 18, disfigured body of a teacher Bilal Sheikh, 25, working with army Sadbavana (goodwill) school was found in Batamarg forests of Handwara. The teacher was missing from June 28. The body was beyond recognition. The identification was possible only with the help of his clothing and sleepers. It wasn’t clear who killed him and why. His family is looking for clues about the circumstances of his disappearances and killing. Police is not filing FIR and trying to project the killing a case of suicide, however, the family vehemently rejected police theory as police failed to give convincing reasons. Bilal was facing frequent harassment from police and army for quite sometime caused serious mental disturbance to him.   [image: ]Bilal’s family shared his photo

A two member team of The Informative Missive went to Bilal’s native village Dolipora, Handwara, Kupwara in north Kashmir to meet his family to get details of the case. At Bilal house, his elder brother Mohammad Amin, a mechanic, talked openly and in detail about his brother and the creepy situation he was caught in for quite a sometime.     
The statement made by Mohammad Amin goes: 
They are two brothers and six sisters, only one is unmarried. 
Bilal had a double MA and was also preparing, for the second time, for the KAS (in the first attempt he got less points in the first semenster). He had also qualified the physical fitness test of a Sub-Inspector post in 2017. He was hopeful to attain a successful career. The family has sold out 3 kanals of land to ensure Bilal’s education. · Bilal also received letters from the army asking him to explain the stone pelting charges. He did not reply and he did not resign his job. 

· His neck had a cut mark as did his feet – like they were bound perhaps?


Bilal began his work at the Hajipir Army Goodwill School, Trehgam, in 2013– definitely before the floods hit Kashmir. He worked there as a teacher. 
In 2016 – September, for about 10-15 days, every few days in this period, Bilal received threatening phone calls asking him to stop doing the work he was doing. The person said he was calling from Handwara police station. Amin made him to destroy his old SIM and get a new one and then he got no further such calls. Bilal had no connection to militancy or stone pelting. 
Then, in August 2016, Amin received a call from the Trehgam police station (PS) and he was told to send Bilal to the PS. But Amin decided to visit the station himself. There he was told by SHO Ashiq that the army had sent a letter to the police directing the arrest of Bilal. Amin never saw this letter himself. The police SHO claimed that Bilal was a stone pelter – which is untrue. The following day, both Bilal and Amin had to visit the camp – they were made to come every morning – made to wait till the evening on one pretext or another (the SHO would tell them he has to ruse and address another issue etc). So from around 10 to 7:30 or even later (approx.) they were made to wait at the PS for 15 days. Finally, after 15 days, they were no longer called to the PS and they were given an No Objection Certificate (NOC) from the police. This NOC was given after the brothers wrote to SSP who signed off on this “verification”. During this time, the Panzgam army camp, who also ran the school – the principal was a Kashmiri and a criminal type and source for the army, but under the overall control of an army officer, would also call Bilal and ask him to meet them. On one occasion he met them but didn’t tell Amin what transpired there. He didn’t tell his brother anything necessarily but he kept saying that he wants to resign from the school. 
Around a month later, despite the NOC, the police called Bilal and both brothers went for a few times over 6-7 days to the Trehgam PS. Once again they were made to wait the whole day as Bilal was, again, accused of stone pelting. Bilal was the only boy from the village being called. SHO Ashiq asked Amin and Bilal to get a letter from the villagers that Bilal was innocent. Finally, Bilal’s family got a letter from the villagers Sarpanch Ghulam Hassan, Resham Jan, Deputy Sarpanch, Abdul Ahad Wani – government employee, and Numberdar and Chowkidar from the village – as asked by the police – confirming that Bilal was not a stone pelter. The copy is not with family. They were released – at 11 30 pm that night. They were also checking at the school for him. I think he did meet the army on these occasions including in their camp.
Bilal also received letters from the army asking him to explain the stone pelting charges. He did not reply and he did not resign his job. 
Around 15 days, 13 or 14 June, the family did a Niyaz, a religious ritual, after he returned and so I remember, before Bilal went missing, only to be found dead. The Panzgam army camp asked him to supply two photos of his and to meet them. Bilal told Amin this in a very frustrated manner as he was being harassed again. I don’t think he went and gave the photos. Around the same time, he went missing one entire day. He was not going to school then (he was on leave) and he just went missing after telling his sister he had to go somewhere. He left his phone at home. The family searched him everywhere and finally filed a missing report at 4 pm but he returned that evening. The family were scared because he was being harassed by police. 
On 28 June, Bilal disappeared and on 18 July his dead body was found. On 28 June he left the house at around 10 am and told his cousin brother that he was going to the orchards. He was heard having a tough conversation with someone on the phone. Two boys saw him at around 11:30 am at a bridge in Dolipora. First a boy saw him and asked him to come home but Bilal said he was waiting for someone. A little later, at same place, another boy Zahoor Ahmad Khan came from whom Bilal borrowed a cigarette. He told him he has to go to Trehgam (which is the opposite direction from which one would go to Batamarg). His sister (eldest sister who was then staying at home) called him at 11:30 and asked him to come home for food. Then his phone went off. Bilal’s family searched him everywhere and even sought the army assistance but they did not help. 
A missing report was filed on 29 June and in this the family said he was mentally disturbed and worried that if he returns like before then again we may have a problem with police. On the same day, after the missing report, Colonel (bearded) from Trehgam came and consoled Bilal’s father (actually in the army they called him colonel but he was wearing a rank of Major – I saw). 
Next day, Bilal’s mother and uncle went to Trehgam army camp. They asked for a smell dog and they said “we will give next day”. Amin and uncle went four days later (during which the police was asking them to wait as he must have joined militancy. The family wasn’t sure but Amin told the SHO he was sure this was not true). At Trehgam camp – they met the Brigadier – he again said come the next day for two dogs. But he didn’t send and the concerned colonel (who had a beard) didn’t pick up. The family only kept calling and never visited that camp.  But around 6-7 days after his disappearance, the same Colonel called and asked about Bilal and said he has gone across and you don’t need to search for him. 
The family kept going to the police station Trehgam but Parvez, the new SHO didn’t do anything in this case. They even questioned my sisters at the police station. 
His body was in bad shape and the face could not be identified. I think it was burnt. Post mortem was done by doctors – including a Dr Fayaz – in Kupwara and the report which confirmed torture but then they sent it forensic tests. I don’t think the police even filed a FIR. 
The body was found by a shepherd in the Batamarg forests. The shepherd called Bilal’s neighbor, Samundar Khan, and told him there is a body in the village and has Bilal been found? This was about 7:30 am. Then Amin and Samundar Khan and others went to the forest. Amin phoned the police station Trehgam where a constable Majid told him what they were doing. He said “you go first and see the body and then call us”. There were about 10 or so people: Mohammad Samundar Khan, Qalandar Khan, Nazir Khan, cousin brother Mohammad Yousuf, Fayaz Ahmad Wani, Manzoor Ahmad Sheikh. Amin called police station Trehgam and then Azad, a friend called. My friend with another army people from TA, Heeri camp, and two police constables from police chowk Awra (this police chowk comes under Trehgam police station). 
There was no insecticide bottle there – everyone there will confirm this. The police came after two hours from Trehgam police station. Amin was one of the first to the body. His neck had a cut mark as did his feet – like they were bound perhaps? His hair was gone. Amin think his head was burnt. Amin could identify him based on the slippers and blue shalwar kameez (cloths). By the way, a person cannot reach there with chappals (sleepers). Then Amin called police who asked him to keep a distance and two hours later they arrived.  Later the police claimed there was an insecticide bottle near the body (trying to claim suicide that they have in other cases as well). There was none. Also why would he commit suicide there – why not at home or even the forests behind our own house? Police asked Amin to sign blank papers – on top and at Kupwara hospital -towards apparently confirming identity of bodies. Amin did. Police also told Amin that his testicles were cut and his neck has rope marks.  One tooth had been broken. 
After the body was found, the same colonel called and asked about Bilal and whether the body had bullets and Amin said he didn’t see any blood on the body.
After the above phone call, the fourth day of the death, SHO Parvez came to the house and saw his papers etc. after broke open the locker, as the keys were missing. He took some books and most he returned. At this time the family also told him that their source who fixed Bilal in stone pelting is the one concerned but the police said it can’t get into it. 
Bilal did have a girlfriend – Ruhi Amin Malik, she came from a big family – her father is working as BDO in Road and building (R&B) in Drugmulla, but Amin don’t think this has anything to do with his killing. Ruhi and Bilal met at the school as they both taught there. Interestingly, a few days after his disappearance, the sister-in-law of Ruhi was reinstated in her position. The family protested over the appointment as Bilal’s fate was yet to be known and they expected he will return. After his death all the school people came – including the principal – but not Ruhi. The police took statements from many people including the Ruhi. She was from Trehgam. Police also called some other people from Trehgam but when Ashiq Bukhari, former SSP Srinagar, intervened, they released them. 
Before his death, Bilal received many show cause notices on different issues from the army to which he responded orally. 
Police had taken statements from all family members. 
Bilal had taken leave around 15 days this year. He was having like a bad headache which doctors in Delhi said was because of stress. 
The overall army in charge is the Trehgam camp below which comes the Panzgam camp. Our house, Batamarg – Trehgam camp – but Batamarg also comes under Potakhan, 2km away from body, Warsun camp – 3-4 km. Trehgam is Brigade HQ and Panzgam Battalion HQ. 

Tariq’s killing another addition to the encounter site deaths
His killing leaves his family in lurch 
Twenty-three-year-old, Tariq Ahmad Chopan’s killing on July 1 near encounter site was another grave reminder of what the Indian Army Chief General Bipin Rawat February 15 warning of “stern action against civilians who would try to ‘disrupt’ counter-insurgency operations”. By the end of this month as many as fifteen civilians were killed by the armed forces near the encounter sites in Kashmir this year. 
The information gathered by The Informative Missive reveals Tariq was not ‘disrupting’ the armed forces operation against the militants. Whatever his families shared nowhere mention that Tariq was part of any protest but merely a passer-by when he became victim of armed forces bullet. 
On July 1, 8:30 am, Tariq left his home to take his brother’s ponies to Pahalgam, a famous tourist resort, in south Kashmir. To reach to the resort he detoured through village Brienty, 9 km away from his native village Dahrun, Dooru to minimize his travel distance. At Pahalgam, he occasionally used to assist his brother Mohammad Ashraf, a ponywalla. Tariq was himself a carpenter. “The people who took Tariq to the hospital entered his name as Shadab in the hospital records to conceal his identity so that police won’t be able to harass him.”

Unaware about the encounter Tariq while going through village Brienty spotted people gathered at a place. Probably to ascertain, he went close to them.  “While he went close to the gathering armed forces deployed to neutralize militants opened fire on the civilians. It was there he and other civilians were injured. Tariq received bullet on right side of his belly,” stated Nazneen, Tariq’s sister while talking to The Informative Missive researcher who has visited the victim’s house to collect the case details. 
One of the civilians, a local lady Tahira Begum died on the spot after receiving bullet fired by the armed forces. Tahira was out to bring her children back after hearing about the eruption of encounter between militants and armed forces in the area. 
At around 2 pm, Tariq’s family was informed by some villagers about the incident. The injured Tariq was taken to District Hospital, Janglat Mandi.
The sister further stated, “As soon as we heard the news we went towards the hospital but on way were stopped by the villagers, as forces had imposed strict restrictions due to the encounter”.  
As Tariq’s conditions were deteriorating he was referred to Kashmir’s tertiary hospital Sher Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) by the villagers. 
“We at home have no idea about the gravity of his injury. We were waiting that he would be back by evening after the first aid treatment. We never thought he would succumb to his injuries in the hospital on the same evening,” the dejected sister averred. 
In the evening, the people `in large gathering bought his body home. “When his body arrived, it was then we came to know about his death. It was shock of life to the family,” the sister stated while struggling to hold back her tears. 
Interestingly, Tariq was admitted in hospital on pseudonym Shadab by the people who took him there to avoid imminent future police harassment. 
“Normally the injured youth face harassment from police after being discharged from the hospitals.  The people who took Tariq to the hospital entered his name as Shadab in the hospital records to conceal his identity so that police won’t be able to harass him,” the sister stated.  
Tariq Ahmad was working as a carpenter to support his family.  Tariq was working from his childhood as the impoverish family conditions never allows him to start studies. The already poor economic conditions of the family further worsen after Tariq’s father Ghulam Rasool, a labourer, was diagnosed with fatal cancer disease in 2015. 
Tariq’s family never approached the police to file FIR. “We didn’t approach the police for filing of FIR nor we are aware whether they have filed FIR in the incident or not,” the sister stated.
The family shows no interest in filing the legal case against the perpetrators responsible for killing the youth. “We were already in lot of problems and perusing the legal case is not an easy thing to do. My brother Ashraf is now only source of income and my father is not keeping well”, Nazneen said while expressing the limitation of his families. 
Tariq is survived by Tariq’s family comprises his father, mother Faza Bano, 52, two sisters and two brothers.  

Army killed youth, attempt to plant a pistol to pass him as militant
Army, police statements contradictory 

When people were performing the last rites of Tanveer Ahmad, killed by army on July 21, in a local graveyard in Beerwah, Budgam in central Kashmir, a huge contingent of army along with CRPF appeared. The armed forces came with an aim to plant a pistol on the Tanveer’s body and want to take photographs of it to project him as a militant. As the army get closer to the body, the mourners resisted with protest. The people resistance forced the armed forces to leave the graveyard. Paying scant regard to the sanctity of the graveyard, the forces fired tear smoke shells at the people.   
Earlier in the day a young, twenty-two-year-old, Tanveer Ahmad Wani fell to the army bullets when he was on his way to a local masjid to offer Friday prayers in Beerwah, Budgam. The area was calm and nothing untoward has happened. Few children were playing elsewhere in Beerwah market. One of the kids has burst a tetra juice pack creating a loud sound. The noise coincided with passing-by of few army vehicles. The soldiers on-board without verifying the nature of the noise came down and started beating people. They (army) also fire live bullets in which Tanveer died on the spot while another boy had shoulder injury.  “The same soldier then fired bullet into Tanveer’s his mouth.”
“If people had not protested, army could have easily published my son’s killing as death of a militant.”

A researcher of The Informative Missive visited the victim’s family to gather details of the incident. 
On July 21, at around 11 am, Tanveer went to his shop at Beerwah market where he was working as a tailor.  His shop was merely half-a-kilometre away from his home. In view of Friday, restrictions were put in place in the area, however, few shops including Tanveer’s was open and everything was peaceful. 
In the afternoon, few army vehicles of 53 RR battalion stationed at Beerwah passed through the market.  While the army vehicles were passing through a loud noise was heard. This prompted the army, who aggressively stepped out of their vehicles, to start beating the shopkeepers. The noise was created by a tetra juice pack burst by kids while playing. 
“The army without verifying the nature of the sound indiscriminately started beating people mostly shopkeepers. That time Tanveer was heading towards a local Jamia (Grand) Masjid to offer Friday prayers. A Sikh army soldier on seeing him, first fired at his thigh. Tanveer fell down. The same soldier then fired bullet into Tanveer’s mouth. The bullet pierced through his head and he died on the spot,” stated Gulshana Begum Tanveer’s mother while explaining the circumstances to The Informative Missive in which her son was killed.
 Terming her son’s killing as a cold-blooded murder by the army she said, “No damage has been done if the army had verified the nature of the sound. I wonder if they had been got an idea that kids while playing had created the noise nobody knows what could a have been their fate. Even our children cannot play freely.  The army has no justification to fire upon the civilians.”
Tanveer’s killing was witnessed by his uncle Mohammad Sanaullah Wani who was present at the spot. The researcher could not be able to talk to Sanaullah as he had gone somewhere; therefore, what he witnessed was related by Tanveer’s mother to The Informative Missive. Sanaullah has told Tanveer’s family that the moment the sound was heard, passing army vehicles came to screeching halt and soldiers on board jumped out of their vehicles.  The soldiers beat up the shopkeepers without ascertaining the reasons of the sound. Thereafter, as per Sanaullah’s statement made to Tanveer’s family, the soldiers took positions, as they normally took during encounters, and started firing few live ammunition shots. Among the soldiers, one Sikh army man, who was quite conspicuous by his appearance, targeted Tanveer with clear intent to kill him. The Sikh soldier, according to Sanaullah statement, first fired at Tanveer’s thigh and then fired another bullet into his mouth, which caused his death then and there.  In the firing another civilian of Goripora, Beerwah received bullet in his shoulder.  
Soon the army left the spot, the people present there rushed towards the victims. The people took both the victims to Primary Health Centre Gondipora. Tanveer was declared brought dead while the civilian shot on shoulder was given the first aid.  
At the time of the incident victim’s mother Gulshana had gone on to the hills where she grows vegetables.  “I returned at 2:30 pm, at my house I saw people flooded towards my house. When I enquired about the reason, I was shocked to known that Tanveer has received bullet on his hand but when I saw people cutting grass, used for ablution of the dead, outside my house, I realised that my son was no more” said Gulshana while tears wetting her eyes. 
 	When the funeral of Tanveer was taken to graveyard for burial, the same army, involved in the incident, along with CRPF entered the local graveyard where Tanveer’s last rites were performed.  As per Mohammad Akbar Wani, Tanveer’s father, the army tried to plant a pistol on his body and want to capture a photo so that he will be labelled as a militant.  However, the people strongly resisted and didn’t allow army to do so. As the people started protesting the forces fired tear smoke canisters in the graveyard without caring for its sanctity. 
“If people had not protested, army could have easily published my son’s killing as death of a militant. I am thankful to all those who foiled army design,” Akbar stated while expressing his gratitude towards the people who resisted army from passing my son as a militant.  
“I want to ask the current government, what kind of treatment is this. How freely the soldiers were killing our children and later come to project them as militants. My son was not protesting, he was only walking on the street when he was shot to kill by the soldiers,” questioned the father who said Tanveer’s killing broke his back.
The police has lodged FIR No 74/2017 at police station Beerwah against the army of 53 RR.  
Police and army contradict 
According to the army, Tanveer was killed and Ibrahim Wani sustained injuries when they attempted to snatch weapons from the forces. Contradicting this claim, the police said the army opened fire when they mistook a fire cracker for a grenade.
“An army patrol was subjected to heavy stone-pelting by a mob in Kondur village near Beerwah town at 13:15 hours today. In no time, the numbers swelled and the intensity of stone-pelting increased. Some stone-pelters tried to close in with the patrol and snatch weapons from the soldiers. Two persons were reportedly injured when troops opened fire. One of the injured, however, later succumbed to his injuries,” the army said in the statement.
The police narrated a different sequence to the same incident.
“As per initial information received, a foot patrol of army was returning to its camp, and near Beerwah some miscreants pelted stones on them. Someone among these miscreants also hurled a fire cracker towards the army men. Because of bang, the army men thought a grenade was hurled and they retaliated. Two persons identified as Tanveer Ahmad Pala and Mohamamd Ibrahim Wani were injured,” the police statement added.
Tanveer killing has robbed his family of a great support. Tanveer was described by his family as a pillar and hope. 
Tanveer was a dropout. The poverty never allows him to carrying his studies. Tanveer was in eighth class when he left his studies to support his family. He was working as a tailor and working overtime to better his family conditions.  It was the reasons that without caring for restriction imposed by the armed forces, he went to the shop to work on the fateful day. His father Mohammad Akbar Wani, 55, a stone crusher was diagnosed with brain tumour in 2002. Akbar’s ailment has pushed his family in abject poverty. Not only Tanveer but his elder sister and younger brother Shabir Ahmad Wani,20, had also left their studies half-way.  
After his father’s illness Tanveer for sometime has worked in his place as stone crusher. A huge amount was spent on his father health.   

Fired by army, a sexagenarian dies in hospital

On July 19, a sexagenarian Haji Mohammad Abdullah of Hussainpora, Arwini, Bijbehara succumbed to his injuries in a local hospital in Srinagar.  A day before, on July 18, Haji was injured in army firing. A soldier guarding on the street opened fire on people, who were asking the army to pay the damages to a Scooty riding boy hit by one of the army vehicles, part of a convoy.  The boy identified as Mubashir Ahmad Mantoo s/o. Ghulam Mohammad Mantoo of Pamposh colony, Bijbehara   was injured and his Scooty partly damaged when he tried to overtake an army convoy at Goriwan Chowk at Bijbehara.
The Informative Missive researcher visited Haji’s house to collect the statement of the victim family about the incident. Mohammad Abdullah is survived by his wife, three sons and two daughters. Elder among them is twenty-four year-old son Waseem.
 “On July 18, as usual, Haji Mohammad left the house to open his shop at Goriwan Chowk, Bijbehara. While Haji was busy at his shop at around 3 pm an accident occurred. A Scooty riding boy was hit by a passing vehicle of an army convoy. The boy was injured and his Scooty has some damages. Actually the boy was trying to overtake the army convoy of 25 Grenadiers (army),” stated Waseem Ahmad who get this information after talking to the people witnessed the accident and what follows after.  
As soon as the accident happed the people present on the spot stopped the army asking them to pay the damages caused to the boy and his Scooty. This triggered an altercation between the people and the army. Haji Mohammad was watching all this from outside his shop. However, never goes close to the crowd and was quite away from the crowd. An army soldier already deployed on the street, not part of the army convoy, opened fire. One of the bullets fired hit Haji Mohammad in his left thigh. 
The firing forced the people to run for cover and, meanwhile, the army convoy also leave the spot. Both Mohammad Abdullah and the boy was taken to Sub District Hospital Bijbehara. While the boy was discharged after first aid, Haji Mohammad was referred to Bone and Joint Hospital at Barzulla, Srinagar.  [image: ]
Haji’s photo shared by his family

“We had no news of the incident till a boy Umar, friend of my younger brother, informed us about the incident.  Umar had accompanied my father to the district hospital. He was also a witness to the incident”, stated Haji’s elder son.
As the conditions of Haji Mohammad deteriorated, doctors at Bone and Joint hospital during the night referred him to Sher Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) at Soura, Srinagar. 
“At SKIMS there was no sign of improvement in his conditions. Doctors did everything in their reach to save him but on July 19 at 5 pm he breathed his last died in front of his family members,” stated Waseem.   
Police filed FIR no. 101/2017 in police station Bijbehara.  
On 20 July, 2017, Deputy Commissioner Anantnag and SSP Anantnag visited the victim’s house.  They (officials) assured the family in front of the village elders that the action would be taken against the guilty.  
“The DC and SSP visited our home to express their solidarity. That time many village elders were present there. The Officials assured us that we will see soon the action would be initiated against the personnel responsible for shooting my father,” Waseem stated while relating the assurances of action in the case given to the family by the officials. 
Army statement:
Defense PRO told media on July 17 an army convoy had come under militant attack on July 17 afternoon which might have led to the injury to this man.
Haji Mohammad’s killing has disturbed his family to the extent that one of his sons Gowhar left his studies immediately after his father’s death. 
Waseem further said, “My father’s killing has disarrayed the family. My younger brother studying in 10 standard left his studies to work to help his family.  When we tell him to carry on his studies he said now as the father is no more the family responsibilities automatically come to every son of the family. He also said he is worried about his sisters’ future and spending money on his education will weaken the already poor economy of the family.” 
 “We have family of labourers. We earn hand to mouth.   We have huge responsibility of sisters and we need to ensure there safe future and marriage on time. In losing the head of the family we lost a guardian and a supervisor. Now we will be called orphans,” concludes Waseem with moist eyes. 



Dubbed as Pak militant, slain youth turns out to be local grocery shopkeeper

July 18: Family members of Rayees Ahmed Bhat have refuted police claim that he was associated with Lashkar-e-Toiba, maintaining that he has never been arrested in any militancy related case.
Rayees was killed along with two Lashkar militants in a brief encounter at Sheikhpora locality of Bulbul Nowgam Brakpora area in Anantnag district last night. Earlier, army had identified other two militants as Showkat Lohar of Arwani Anantnag and Mudasir Ahmed Hajam of Kokernag Anantnag. Army had further claimed that the third killed militant was a Pakistani national, who was later identified as a local of Hakura Badasgam village of Anantnag district.
“He was a civilian who earned his livelihood by running a grocery shop at Peer Mohalla, Pehru for last several years. We had migrated to Pehru in 2013. Yesterday after Maghrib prayers Rayees had gone to our ancestral place in Hakura Badasgam to drop his parents in a Maruti 800 car bearing registration number JK02M 3240 as our maternal uncle had died an hour ago,” said Rayees’s elder brother, Arif Ahmed, an advocate by profession.
“I called him around 8:50 pm and asked him to come back to home as I had to leave for some urgent work. I called him twice once he headed towards home and during our conversation he told me that he heard some gunshots nearby while he was driving. I said army men might be conducting firing drill in the High Ground camp. This is the last time I heard of him as his phone was switched off after this,” Arif added.
The family claims that he was not involved in any militancy related activities and if that would have been the case then police might have called him up for questioning before.
“Avoiding a rivulet, he took another route through Brakpora to reach his home at Pehru Anantnag. Had he been associated with the militants, police would have raided his house much before. Who knows that militants might have taken him along on gunpoint last night. In many cases army too has taken local Kashmiri drivers along with them. Police should have asked them to alight and questioned rather than firing on them indiscriminately. They should have at least tried to find out if there was any civilian in the car,” said an uncle of Rayees.
“His father, Nazir Ahmed Bhat, has served in Kashmir police’s armed wing. We do not believe the police version that Rayees was in involved in militancy,” he added.
Rayees’s family came to know about his killing in the night when they started looking for him after his phone was continuously switched off.
“We went to look for him in the district hospital Anantnag and then to Sadder police station Anantnag where from we were sent to SOG camp for identification of couple of local and one foreign militant. There I pointed out the body of my brother whom the police were referring to as the Paksitani national,” said his brother.
However, a top police official on the condition of anonymity said, “Rayees had developed contacts with LeT during his detention in a jail where he had been lodged for a murder case some two years ago. It is obvious that a normal person would not transport militants from one place to another for nothing. He had been associated with the outfit since more than a year now. We recovered a pistol from his possession”.
Rayeeswas laid to rest in his ancestral graveyard at Hakura village of Anantnag district.

Burhan Wani’s Ist Anniversary

To mark the first death anniversary of militant commander Burhan Wani on July 8, people, in south, north and central Kashmir, protested despite state imposed strict restrictions to contain the protests. Internet services were also suspended to ensure a protest free day. 
Burhan Wani’s killing last year on July 8 triggered months long mass agitation, in which over hundred persons were killed, scores blinded by pellets and thousands injured in armed forces actions while dealing with the widespread protests. Thousands were detained and over five hundred booked under PSA to contain the relentless demonstrations 
	In view of the anniversary, to choke the imminent protests authorities launched a crackdown to arrest the youth , against whom there were FIRs registered in police stations, who the state feels could pose ‘threat of recurrence’ of another agitation this year. There were reports of alleged harassment of the youth by police to disssuade them from protesting on July 8.   
Police has launched crackdown against youth in Srinagar to detain the youngsters against whom FIRs were registered during last year’s unrest.
Reports said, policemen conducted day and night raids in different parts of Srinagar to arrest the youth, who were released by police after being arrested for their alleged involvement in stone pelting during the unrest last year.
They (youth) accused policemen of harassing them.
“The cops are also conducting nocturnal raids to detain the youth,” they said.
Due to the police crackdown, many youth have gone into hiding to escape detention.
SP North City, Sajad Ahmad, said police only calls the youth for the routine questioning on their activities.
“We have to keep an eye on the youth against whom FIR was lodged,” he said.
	However, the authorities failed to contain the protests fully. On July 8, at least 30 persons were injured and close to 100 youths detained during clashes in south Kashmir, amid an undeclared curfew and a complete shutdown on the first death anniversary of Burhan Wani. 
Despite heavy deployment of army, police and paramilitary troops in Burhan’s hometown Tral, hundreds of youth reached the slain Hizbul commander’s home at Shareefabad. Clashes broke out in Shareefabad and adjoining villages after army soldiers raided the house of Burhan and asked his father Muzaffar Wani to tell the gathered youths to leave the village. The youths hurled stones at the army soldiers and clashes spread to other villages, including Arigam and Kounsarbal. Government troops resorted to heavy teargas shelling and beat up many protesters, locals said.
“Four injured who were beaten and had sustained injuries after being hit by teargas shells were taken to a local hospital. Two of the critically injured were shifted to a Srinagar hospital,” media reported.     
Troops had sealed all roads loading to Tral and had detained about 100 youth from Tral and Awantipora areas when they were going towards Shareefabad or clashing with troops along the way.
Locals said that some youth were injured when troops used them as human shields while dealing with protesters in Tral area.
Earlier in the day, locals of Churso village had blocked the highway on the occasion of Burhan Wani’s anniversary. Government forces soon swung into action and chased the protesters away. Three protesters were injured during the forces’ action.
Protests and clashes were reported from some other areas of Pulwama and Tral areas. The army conducted a flag march in Tahab and Haal areas of Pulwama to prevent protests.
Nearly 20 persons, including five women, were injured when forces fired pellets at protesters in areas of Shopian. Amid curfew-like restrictions in the Shopian main town and adjoining areas, protests and clashes broke out in Bonigam, Shirmal and Tukroo areas. Locals said that 10 persons including 5 women were injured when forces fired pellets at Bonigam.
“Six of the injured were taken to hospital, including five women,” said locals.
	They said one of the injured women has been shifted to Shopian district hospital for serious pellet injury.
Clashes were also reported from the district police lines at Gagren and in Memandar and Kanipora areas of Shopian. “At least twelve persons were injured when forces resorted to heavy teargas shelling and pellet firing at protesters at Memandar,” eyewitnesses said.
They said that two persons were injured by teargas shells and the others by pellets.
Clashes erupted in Hajin area of Bandipora when protesters pelted stones at the Army Goodwill School in the town. “Forces resorted to aerial firing and fired dozens of teargas shells to disperse the protesters,” said local residents.
In Srinagar, minor clashes erupted in Soura and Rawalpora. Residents living near the Eidgah area alleged that government troops damaged their property during the night.
A shutdown was observed by the Muslim community in Bhaderwah on a call given by the Anjuman Islamia Bhaderwah. 
Internet and train services remained suspended across Kashmir for the second consecutive day.
Army paints a red line outside its Kulgam camp
On July 07, army in Chawalgam village of Kulgam district in south Kashmir has painted a red line in front of its camp, warning villagers: one who crosses the line would be shot dead. The message is an attempt to keep protesting villagers away from the 9 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) camp at Chawalgam, in view of Burhan’s death anniversary.
Villagers told media that the troopers told them, “Do not dare come near the camp during protests on Burhan’s anniversary. You will be shot.” They said that the army painted a red line around the camp and “warned us not to cross it”.
They said that the army painted the red line on the right and left sides of the camp.
“We are worried as it is an open threat for villagers of Chuwalgam and adjoining villagers. If anyone comes to pass near the camp, will be killed,” said a villager.
“At first we thought it was a normal thing that army had painted the line outside the camp, but we were shocked when army warned us that nobody should cross it,” said another villager from Chuwalgam.

Dialgam encounter
Ambulance carrying injured blocked by Armed Forces  

July 1: An ambulance carrying injured during Dialgam encounter, in which two militants were killed an equal number of civilians shot dead by the forces, was stopped by the forces and the people on the board were beaten.   
	A volunteer of The Informative Missive reported that while the Dialgam encounter was underway the injured in armed forces firing while taking to Srinagar hospital in an ambulance was blocked by the forces in Bijbehara area. The injured on the board along with their youth taking them to hospital were also beaten to pulp. 
	The volunteer reported that the injured had received bullet in his neck and doctors at district hospital Anantnag referred him to Srinagar hospital for specialised treatment.
On the interference of some locals the vehicle was allowed to go.
However, police officials contested the claims and said that they did not stop any vehicle carrying the injured.

60-yr-old injured in army firing in Bijbehara

July 17: Army soldiers allegedly opened fire on a group of civilians in Bijbehara town, leaving a 60-year-old man with a bullet injury. The injured man has been identified as Mohammad Abdullah Ganai, of Hussainpora village in Arwini area of Bijbehara. He has been admitted to Bone and Joints Hospital in Srinagar for treatment.
The incident was reported from the town’s main Goriwan market, along the Srinagar-Jammu national highway.
Local sources and eyewitnesses told local media that army men on duty in the main market thrashed a youth who was riding his motorcycle, identified as Mudassir Ahmad Mantoo.
“It was unclear what happened. Apparently the motorcyclist was overtaking an army vehicle,” a local shopkeeper told media.
He said that the beating of the youth in public made all shopkeepers leave their shops and confront the army men. The army soldiers, infuriated with the confrontation, opened fire at them, he said.
“While all of us managed to flee to safety, a meat vendor named Ghulam Mohammad Ganai was hit by a bullet,” the shopkeeper said.
Ganai was rushed to the nearby sub-district hospital. “He had a bullet wound in his left thigh which had caused multiple fractures. We have shifted him to Bone and Joints Hospital in Srinagar,” Dr Showket, Medical Superintendent (MS) of the sub-district hospital, told this reporter.
Police have taken cognisance of the incident and an FIR bearing number 101-2017 under Section 307 of the RPC has been registered against the army men.
“We know what unit it is but the army men are yet to be identified. We have lodged an FIR in the case,” a senior police official from Bijbehara told media.
The army men, locals say, belong to the unit of 1-RR camped at SICOP in Bijbehara.
Army’s Srinagar based spokesperson Rajesh Kalia said he was trying to ascertain the facts.

SUPREME COURT FAILS YET AGAIN TO PROVIDE JUSTICE
SC dismisses petition for investigations on Kashmiri Pandit killing

On 24 July 2017, the Supreme Court of India dismissed a petition filed by a non-government organization reportedly seeking investigations into killings of Kashmiri Pandits in Jammu and Kashmir. The order appears to be based only on the reason that 27 years have passed since the crimes in question and “no fruitful purpose would emerge, as evidence is unlikely to be available at this late juncture”.
The Supreme Court order is a complete departure from established law that “crime never dies” and there exists no time limitation for justice under Indian and international law with regard to serious crimes such as murder. Further, the order is based, it appears, on an absolutely unsubstantiated presumption that no evidence is likely to be available after the passage of time. Killings of Kashmiri Pandits, other minorities and all violence in Jammu and Kashmir have never been fairly and credibly investigated. Thus far Jammu and Kashmir has faced widespread, systematic and systemic violence, largely at the hands of the Indian State, that has resulted in an estimated 70,000 killings, 8000+ enforced disappearances, and numerous cases of torture and sexual violence, resulting in 7000+ unmarked and mass graves. To date, despite the presence of evidence, virtually no prosecutions have been conducted against armed forces personnel in civilian courts. This deep and pervasive impunity will be further strengthened and supported by the recent Supreme Court order. Crucially, the Supreme Court order exonerates the State and its agencies that have chosen to protect the perpetrators of crime and have not allowed fair and credible investigations thereby creating deterrence to families approaching courts. The delay is not attributable to victim families, many of whom, have consistently sought to use all available forums to struggle for justice. Some victim families have not pursued cases due to the real fear and danger that seeking justice involves. It is the State, of which the judiciary has been a part, which has ensured delay and denial of justice.
The Supreme Court order ignores the global struggles for justice waged irrespective of the passage of time and numerous other obstacles. These struggles have resulted in enactment of special legislation, establishing of new institutions and specific judicial interventions – including by the United Nations – to investigate and prosecute those accused of serious crimes, including war crimes and other international crimes. Spain, for example, has enacted a special legislation to investigate crimes committed during the Spanish civil war, despite the passage of 80 years. Bangladesh continues efforts to seek justice for crimes of 1971. International institutions such as the International Criminal Court and the International Court of Justice recognize this history of struggle in their founding statutes where there exists no time limitation for the pursuit of justice. The Supreme Court of India has itself recently taken a pro-active approach in for example the case of the 1984 Sikh killings where the court is reviewing the closure of cases by a special investigation team.
The Supreme Court order does not merely set a dangerous precedent for other courts – including the High Court of Jammu and Kashmir – but in fact mirrors the past and continuing approach of the judiciary (Supreme Court of India and High Court and lower courts in Jammu and Kashmir) with regard to human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir. This order is essentially a re-affirmation of the understanding that the Indian State in unwilling to provide justice for victims of violence in Jammu and Kashmir. Therefore, this order highlights the urgent need for international institutions to intervene and investigate the crimes that have been – and continue – to be committed. Whether in the form of an inquiry by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights or any other international body, there is a need for credible international investigations as the people of Jammu and Kashmir are reminded once again that the State – in all its forms including the judiciary – are unwilling to provide justice.

Islamic Scholar alleges harassment and intimidation by Intel agencies

July 01: Islamic scholar Muhammad Aamir, President of Islamic Fraternity alleged the intelligence agencies of harassment and intimidation during a press conference held at a local hotel in Srinagar on Saturday.
 Muhammad Aamir is a well-known Islamic Scholar, Editor-in-Chief of Islamic Revival and Chairman Islamic Global School in Srinagar.
 Expressing concerns over his safety, while speaking to media personnel Aamir said "We strive for propagating Islam and reformation of the society. We are an independent group and are not affiliated with any political organisation."   
 Muhammad Aamir claims that his organization has been successfully working on reforming the society especially on issues like drug addiction, depression, and environmental degradation. He also emphasized that Islamic Fraternity has no political affiliation with any party or group, also affirming that the group is independent and focused on the moral reformation of the society.
 Aamir alleged that for the past two years, sustained efforts were being made to intimidate and threaten him. He was asked to stop his activities and wind-up his organisations or face life threatening consequences.
 "Death threats are being made against me on daily basis. I am shocked why am I being targeted," said Aamir "From time to time we have brought this to the notice of police and security agencies."
Aamir recalls that in the month of May, He was interrogated in Mumbai by agencies in the dead of the night and was questioned for hours by some high ranking officials. 
 Aamir concluded that the purpose of calling a press briefer was to inform the responsible citizens about his situation and hold the government responsible for any harm caused to him or his organization.
 "It is our duty and responsibility to inform our brethren and people about this agonizing experience and venomous campaign launched against us," said Aamir "We are propagators of peace and humanity, we are not threat to anyone."

Our son tortured: Family 

July 09: A youth was critically injured after army allegedly tortured him in custody in Tral area of Pulwama district.
Sheikh Murtaza Bashir, 29, according to his family members, was called to 42RR camp in Nader village of Tral to collect his identity card taken by army following stone-pelting protest on July 8.
A witness said the incident had occurred in village Batagund, where soldiers allegedly snatched the identity proofs of many youth.  “The youth were asked to collect the IDs from the 42 RR camp,” he said. 
“After Murtaza went there to collect his ID, he was tortured inside the camp,” the family said.
Murtaza was shifted to Sub-district hospital Tral for treatment where from he was referred to Srinagar for advanced treatment. Hospital sources said that he has developed multiple fractures. Repeated attempts to reach out to Army officials for comments didn’t fructify.  
Meanwhile, Shopian areas observed complete shutdown against the injuries caused to women protestors on July 8. A source said that people blocked Kulgam-Anantnag road against the alleged arrest of youth. Earlier, protests were held at Churath in Kulgam district of South Kashmir against the arrest of local youth, the source said.
Witnesses said that soldiers barged into residential houses in Lajoora and Gangoo villages of Pulwama district on July 8 night. “When people were out on roads to see Burhan’s picture on moon, soldiers reached Lajoor and Gangoo villages triggering clashes. After clashes, they allegedly ransacked many houses,” a group of villagers alleged.  

Soldiers force entry into Srinagar school, threaten students

July 31: Students and staffers of Hussaini Public school at HMT Srinagar accused army of harassing them. 
A staff member of the school told media that army men from the nearby 2 RR camp entered the school campus and “harassed the students and misbehaved with the staff.”
“Army entered the classrooms on the pretext that the students were pelting stones on their camp at HMT.
Besides harassing students and staff members, the army men misbehaved with the teachers and the chairperson of the school in her office as well,” said a staffer wishing anonymity. 
One of the staff members said Army during morning hours had some argument with drivers of local passenger buses. “They later harassed students who were on way to their school through same route. Our students were coming to school and the army men ran after them and entered inside the school premises,” they alleged. 
Chairperson of the school, Qulsum Kar, alleged that the army men accompanied by a major “forcibly entered inside the premises and heckled the gatekeeper.”
“Their behavior was rude with the students and with me as well. The army men laced with bamboo sticks entered inside the school premises. They barged into my office. I tried to make them understand that even if something has happened outside on road, they should give some respect to an academic institution,” Qulsum said. 
“The major also entered the classroom and I heard him using words like ‘terrorists’. I objected to his behavior and asked him to vacate. We have CCTV footage of the incident as evidence,” she said.  
She said the school management also called concerned commanding officer of the army, JK police and chairman Private School Association, G N Var to the school.
	“The incident created fear psychosis among student,” she added.
Sources said deputy commissioner Srinagar also took cognizance of the incident and deputed chief education officer Srinagar to the spot to review the situation.
“As per the directions from DC Srinagar, I went to the spot and the concerned SP west and army commander had taken up the matter with school authorities. Army has tendered apology and stated that such incident won’t be repeated,” said chief education officer Srinagar, Farooq Ahmad Dar.
Chairman Private School Association Kashmir (PSAK) G N Var expressed displeasure over “forcible entry” of army inside an academic institution. “Such incidents prove detrimental for students psyche. Army should have not entered inside the campus. Such incidents will force the private school association to close down the educational institutions and government will be responsible for the consequences,” Var said.
Army spokesman Col Rajesh Kalia said “some students who were pelting stones near the army camp were asked not to indulge in such activities and taken to the school principal by the company commander.”
“No teacher or student was harassed in any way. Army went inside the school to inform the principal about the issue,” said Col Kalia added.

SHRC Recommends 10 lac to Budgam Human Shield Victim 
Union Minister outrightly rejected SHRC directive 

July 10: The Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) directed the government to pay Rs 10 lakh as compensation to Farooq Ahmad Dar – who was used as a human shield by army on April 9 during a by-poll– within six weeks. The commission also directed chief secretary to file the compliance report within the same period. However, Indian Union minister Venkaiah Naidu outrightly rejected SHRC panel’s directive for providing compensation to Farooq Ahmad Dar.
 	Farooq Ahmad Dar, a resident of Budgam village, was tied to the bonnet of an army jeep by soldiers led by Major Gogoi and paraded through several villages on April 9, the day Srinagar parliamentary constituency went for polls. The day was marked with violence and resulted into killing of eight civilians.
In spite of taking action against the act, which drew outrage from human rights bodies, Major Gogoi was awarded by the army.
Farooq Ahmad Dar termed the SHRC order is enough to prove his innocence. “It (SHRC recommendation) is an achievement. First I was wrongly branded as a stone pelter and then Major Gogoi was rewarded. I was deeply hurt. Now everyone knows I was not a stone thrower but a victim.,” Farooq said while talking to The Informative Missive.
 	The SHRC chairman Justice (retd) Bilal Nazki refused to include army in the case saying it doesn’t have jurisdiction over the army. “The compensation is meant for protection of life and dignity (of Farooq Ahmad Dar),” he told media.
The compensation awarded to Dar is for the “humiliation, physical and psychiatric torture, stress, wrongful restraint and confinement” that he underwent when he was tied to the bonnet of an army vehicle to ward off stone pelters, the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) observed in its judgement.
Few hours after the SHRC order, Indian Union minister Venkaiah Naidu outrightly rejected the Jammu and Kashmir human rights panel’s directive for providing Rs 10 lakh compensation to Farooq Ahmad Dar.
“I do not agree with them. Pelting stones is inhuman, hurting army personnel is also inhuman. I do not know how this order has been given. We are not in agreement with their attitude.
“There is no question of giving compensation to people who pelt stones. I have no sympathies for such people,” Naidu said at the sidelines of an event.

THE STATE TAKES CARE OF ITS OWN
Macchil fake encounter

July 28: The suspension of sentence and release on bail by the Armed Forces Tribunal of army personnel convicted and sentenced by army court-martial in 2014 for the Macchil fake encounter of 29/30 April 2010 is yet another reminder that the armed forces are protected by the Indian State and immunity for crimes committed in Jammu and Kashmir is the norm.
The Indian State has ensured impunity in Jammu and Kashmir through draconian laws, a climate of fear and obfuscation that does not allow any processes of justice to function, investigative agencies (local police and agencies such as the Central Bureau of Investigation - CBI) that almost always favor the accused State forces, and, crucially, a judiciary that has displayed an unwillingness to uphold principles of rule of law and ensure justice. Human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir have been widespread, systematic and systemic and the Indian State and its institutions have ensured impunity.
Court-martial procedures are opaque and do not provide any role for the family members of the victims. Further, court-martials are not the appropriate judicial forum to prosecute crimes committed by armed forces personnel against civilians. Yet, the executive through their notifications and actions and judiciary through their decisions have upheld armed forces pleas for court-martials when the victims have clearly demanded trial by civilian court. The recent decision of the Armed Forces Tribunal, particularly the order for bail, suggests that the accused in this case may well be  acquitted as the Armed Forces Tribunal Act, 2007, Section 15(3) Proviso states that bail may not be granted if reasonable grounds of guilt exist. The Tribunal appears to have found that such reasonable grounds do not exist in this case thereby allowing for release on bail. RTI information on army court-martials makes clear that court-martials have essentially served as a convenient and internal mechanism to ensure immunity to army personnel in the few cases where the investigative agencies have investigated and indicted specific accused. Through limited RTI information accessed [after repeated efforts that illustrates the opaque nature of the court-martial process], two lists dated 28 March 2012 and 18 June 2012 pertaining only to the Rashtriya Rifles, and a separate communication dated 22 June 2012 relating to one Rashtriya Rifles court-martial, was provided. The total number of court-martials is: 58. Based on information provided in the RTI, except in three cases, there is no way to discern whether these court-martials relate to violations against civilians or other army personnel. But based on other available information it appears only a total of five cases in these lists relate to crimes against civilians. Only NINE officers appear to be involved in all these court-martials. Further, what is clear is that of these 58 cases, 20 appear to be quite clearly related to more minor crimes. Of the remaining 38 cases, appropriate conviction/punishment appears [as there is no record to analyze] to have been provided in only 21 cases. Of particular note are two cases of rape, one against Captain Ravinder Singh Tewatia [for the rape of mother and daughter in February 2000 in Banihal], and the other against Major Rehman Hussain [for the rape of mother and daughter in November 2004 in Badra Payeen]. Captain Tewatia was convicted by the court-martial and sentenced to imprisonment for seven years. Major Hussain was dismissed from service as he was reportedly only convicted for outraging the modesty of the victims. Both accused challenged their decisions in the High Court of Jammu and Kashmir and received verdicts in their favor. While the Captain Tewatia case is still pending further legal challenge, Major Hussain has reportedly returned to service. A high profile case – the Pathribal fake encounter case of 2000 where five civilians were killed and shown as militants – clearly illustrates the prevalent impunity. The CBI filed a chargesheet and this was challenged by the army and the Supreme Court directed that a trial be conducted and gave the army the option of holding a trial by court-martial. But, rather than hold a court-martial, the army held a “summary of evidence” and closed the case concluding that there was no connection between the accused army personnel and the crime. The families of the victim have once again approached the Supreme Court in this case.July 26: Reacting to reports of an appellate military court suspending the life sentences of five Army troopers, Asmita Basu, Programme Director at Amnesty International, India, said that the case highlighted the need for prosecution by independent civilian authorities.
“The developments in the Machil fake encounter case once again highlight the need for allegations of human rights violations to be investigated and prosecuted by independent civilian authorities, instead of the secretive military justice system,” Basu said in a statement.
“Civilian investigations and trials offer a degree of transparency and independence that is missing from the military justice system. The families of those killed in Machil were not informed about the conviction in 2010 and weren’t told about today’s decision to suspend the sentence,” she said.
Basu said that the working of the military justice system “repeatedly belies” the Indian Army’s zero-tolerance for human rights violations claim.
The statement said that several international bodies had emphasised that military justice systems should only investigate and prosecute members of the military for breaches of military discipline. “Their jurisdiction should not extend to other crimes, including crimes under international law or human rights violations,” it read.
The UN Human Rights Council, which monitors the implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, has stated that in cases of human rights violations by armed forces, investigations should be carried out by civilian authorities in order to ensure independence, Amnesty International, India, said.
“This has also been affirmed by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers. Military law experts in India have acknowledged inherent defects within the Indian military justice system, particularly its lack of independence,” said the statement.


The story of impunity that emerges from the history of court-martials in Jammu and Kashmir is similar to the record of other State institutions. The investigating agencies, including CBI, have rarely carried out fair and proper investigations. In the few cases in which such investigations have been carried out, the executive or judiciary have intervened by denying sanction under AFSPA or by allowing a court-martial (examples: Pathribal fake encounter of 2000 and Zahid Farooq killing of 2010). Similarly, in the rare cases where the judiciary has passed stringent directions, the executive has ignored or delayed execution of these orders and the judiciary has refused to take action and ensure that justice is done. Meanwhile, the executive – specifically the respective governments in power – have limited themselves to rhetorical statements and the constitution of Commissions of Inquiry or magisterial enquiries that have either carried out no inquiries or been shelved by the governments subsequently, or, as in the case of the ML Koul Commission constituted to enquire into the 2010 killings, the final report is not even made public.
In the present context, JKCCS re-iterates its demand for access to be allowed to international institutions, particularly the UN High Commission for Human Rights, to investigate human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir.

Army thrashes cops, ransacks police station

July 22: Six policemen including an ASI rank officer were injured when army soldiers beat them up at police station Gund in Ganderbal district on July21, Friday, evening.	
A senior police officer told media that a group of 30 army men in civvies, whom police took to be yatris, first broke a police naka (checkpoint) at Sonamarg.
“All these army men were in civvies and travelling in private vehicles. They were returning from the cave where they had gone for the pilgrimage,” said the officer.
He said that instead of cooperating with policemen at the naka, the army removed the barricades and went ahead at 9:30pm.
He said the army men were again stopped by police at another naka at Gund. This time, when policemen did not allow movement of their vehicles, the army men in civvies called their fellow army soldiers from nearby camps.
“About 30 more army men reached the spot. They, without any provocation, thrashed the policemen and ransacked the police station Gund,” the officer said.
He said that all the policemen present at the naka were beaten by the army men, leaving six of them with injuries.
“The army men also damaged the Sumo vehicle of the police station and another private vehicle (Scorpio) which police had hired for yatra duty. They even damaged the station’s infrastructure,” the officer said.
He said that following the recent militant attack on yatris in Anantnag district, strict instructions had been passed to policemen to not allow movement of any yatri vehicle during odd hours.
“Policemen were performing their duty and the army action is unjustified,” he said.
The Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Ganderbal Fayaz Lone said that army soldiers assaulted policemen and ransacked the police station Gund in Ganderbal district.
“The incident took place late last evening after policemen tried to stop soldiers in civvies who were returning from Amarnath yatra and were not allowed to move ahead during night hours,” he said.
“Army has initiated an inquiry into the incident,” he said.
Meanwhile, police have registered a case against the group of army personnel for vandalising the Gund police station.
A case has been registered against the army soldiers at police station Gund and investigations have been taken up, a police official said.
	The army has said that the issue has been sorted out after intervention by senior officers of army as well as police.
“A minor altercation took place yesterday night between some army personnel returning from Amarnath Yatra in civil dress and JKP personnel at Gund,” army pokesperson Colonel Rajesh Kalia said in a statement.
“No major injuries were suffered in the incident” Kalia added.
Meanwhile, police in a statement said that 30 army men returning from Amarnath Yatra thrashed cops and ransacked police station Gund.
“These Army men forcibly after breaking the barrier (at Sonamarg) moved towards Gund. At Gund these vehicles were again stopped by SHO Police Station Gund and his men and were taken to Police Station 	Gund in order to avoid any ugly scene on roadside,” said the police statement.
“It was then that an Army officer with his men from nearby Army Unit entered the police station and had heated argument with SHO resulting in scuffle between Army men and policemen in which some policemen received minor injuries,” the statement added.
Besides taking cognisance of the matter, Inspector General of Police (IGP) Kashmir, Munir Ahmad Khan, has brought the matter to the notice of the Corps Commander and GoC Victor Force, “who acted firmly and resolved the issue by way of sending a senior officer to Police Station Gund and assuring action against the erring officer and his men,” the police statement said.

Unabated beating and vandalism

This month, in south Kashmir, there were frequent media reports of arrest, beating and vandalization by the armed forces of the local population. The same reports were corroborated by the volunteers of The Informative Missive in their respective areas in south Kashmir.  According to volunteers despite protests there seems no end in the vandalization and torture by forces of the local people. One of the volunteers stated the estimate of damaged property could not be accessed as it is quite widespread and happening at various places across south Kashmir. The Informative Missive herein is incorporated the reports chronologically as appeared in the local media.  
· Arrests, beating of people by forces trigger shutdown in Kulgam
July 10: Minor clashes broke out amid a complete shutdown in Kulgam, triggered by the government forces’ arrests and indiscriminate thrashing of locals, including women.
Hundreds of residents came out on the Kulgam town main road and blocked it from early Monday, while shops, offices and other commercial establishments remained closed.
The blockade the locals put up affected all traffic movement. Residents of Naikpora, Malpoora and several others of the town’s localities alleged that government forces barged into their houses late on Sunday and beat people up.
“They (the forces) damaged our property and smashed the windowpanes of our homes. Parked vehicles were also damaged,” locals said. They also said that at least four boys had been picked up by the police.
The residents were demanding the immediate release of the arrested youth.
Police used tear smoke shells to disperse the protesting locals, but the protestors did not budge and continued to keep the road blocked.
A senior police official from the area told media that the “issue” with the locals had been resolved.
However, as per local sources, the shutdown continued in the area while this report was being filed.
Deputy Inspector General (DIG), south Kashmir range, S P Pani completely denied the allegations, terming them “baseless”.
· Army assaults Shopian village at night
July 10:Army soldiers allegedly vandalised another Shopian village past Sunday midnight, smashing parked vehicles, ransacking residential houses and three mosques, and beating up villagers. Residents of Kanipora village said that army soldiers from the 44 RR (Rashtriya Rifles) camp in Chowgam attacked the village. Mohmmad Akbar Lone, 50, told Kashmir Reader that about 20 army soldiers barged into his house at 1:30amand beat up every single inmate. They also smashed the kitchen’s window panes and other household goods, he said.
Another Kanipora resident, Abdul Razzak said that the soldiers ransacked his house and beat his family members. “They (army) broke our gate, the main entrance door, and beat us for about 30 minutes. My daughter-in-law Tawheeda and son Farooq Ahmad have been left injured,” he said.
Irshad Ahmad Lone, 30, said the army soldiers dragged him out of his house and beat him with canes and metal rods. “They were carrying swords and metal rods, with which they beat us and damaged our property,” he said.
Shameema Akhter, 38, said, “We were sleeping when at about 1:30am the army broke our front door and barged into our house. We ran to the second storey of our house to hide, but they came there and dragged me and my daughter to the courtyard, where they beat us. My husband was not at home. The soldiers tried to throw my daughter from the veranda of the second floor. Her arm has been left fractured.”
An elderly man from the village who lives beside a mosque, said that soldiers broke the windows of the mosque and tore the religious books. As many as 12 persons, including women, were injured by the soldiers, he said.
Locals also alleged that army soldiers were routinely mocking and harassing them. Locals said that the soldiers unnecessarily check their identity cards and mobile phones.
Clashes were reported in the village on the death anniversary of Burhan Wani. Government troops were said to have taken identity cards and mobile phones of several youths in the village.
Kanipora residents said that 30 vehicles were damaged by the army soldiers in the Sunday night attack.
· No let-up in army attacks on Shopian villages
July 11: A complete shutdown was observed for the fifth consecutive day in Shopian on Tuesday in protest against night attacks by government forces on several villages in the district.
All business establishments and shops remained closed in the main town and adjacent villages of Shopian.
In another assault, residents of Shamsipora village told media that the army beat at least ten persons on July 10 evening and one of them was later referred to Bone and Joint Hospital Barzulla for a fracture in his right arm. “They beat us ruthlessly without any reason. Are we born to face the brutality of Indian Army?” said a local villager who was beaten up by the soldiers.
Before Shamsipora village, government forces attacked Kannipora village on Sunday night and left 12 persons, including girls and elderly women, injured. They also damaged 35 residential houses and 30 vehicles during the assault, residents of Kannipora village told media.
On July 11, when the villagers took to streets to protest against the army assault during the night, at Alyalpora area the forces fired pellets injuring 15 people. “They damaged our 250 KVA transformer by firing bullets into it and smashed several parked vehicles at Alyalpora,” a local said.
Another local told media that if a civilian would have damaged the transformer, he would have been jailed. “It’s a lawless land here, where might is right,” he said. The damaging of the transformer resulted in a 24-hour outage of electricity in the main town.
Additional Deputy Commissioner Shopian, Muhammad Ahsan, said the transformer that was damaged on Monday at Alyalpora had been restored. “We will hold an inquiry into why and how the transformer was damaged,” he said.
The high-handedness of forces in Shopian has gone unchecked for the past two months, during which dozens of villages have been attacked, people beaten, and property damaged.
· Army vandalises Shopian village, people forced to chant anti-Pak slogans
July 13: Army allegedly assaulted Shopian’s Jamnagri village on July 13 evening and damaged window panes of residences and parked vehicles.
Residents of Jamnagri village told media that army beat about 30 people and forced them to chant anti-Pakistan slogans. “They (the army) beat us without any reason,” a youth who was beaten by forces told media.
Another resident pleading anonymity because of fear of reprisal also said that forces asked them to chant anti-Pakistan slogans. “It was horrible as the army beat every single person who came in their way. Even a Class 6 student was also beaten,” he added.
An elderly man from the village said that they don’t know why army beats up Shopian people almost everyday.
“Is it part of the ‘integral part of India’? Same are the politicians whom we choose through elections to face such kind of brutality,” he said.
Srinagar based defence spokesperson of Army, Colonel Rajesh Kalia told Kashmir Reader that no trooper was involved in beating people, damaging property or ransacking Jamnagri village.
· Anantnag town shuts against ‘excesses’
July 15: A shutdown was observed in main town to protest the alleged ransacking of Hanfia Jamia Masjid and arrest of over a dozen youth and minors.
Most of the shops and other business establishments in old town areas remained shut while movement of public transport was also affected. However, business continued normally in Khanabal-Pahalgam (KP) road localities of the town.
Massive clashes had erupted in Reshi Bazar, Sherbagh, Cheeni chowk, Janglat Mandi and Lal Chowk areas after weekly congregational prayers yesterday.
	Locals had also alleged that forces barged inside the Jamia Masjid Hanfia and ransacked it while also arresting youth and minors who had taken shelter there.
Sources said that though the minors were released by police today, but most of the youth continue to be under detention.  The call for shutdown was also given by  Auqaf Committee Jamia Masjid.
· Army beats up Shopian villagers after they refuse to chant anti-Pak, pro-India slogans
July 17: Kundalan village in Shopian district was subjected to another army assault on Sunday evening, with soldiers forcing the villagers to chant pro-india and anti-Pakistan slogans. When they refused, the soldiers thrashed them.
Residents of Kundalan village told media that the army beat up 15 persons after they refused to chant pro-India and anti-Pak slogans. “They (army soldiers) reached our village at about 8:30 Sunday evening. They abused us and told us to chant ‘Hindustan Zindabad and Pakistan Murdabad’. When we refused, they beat us ruthlessly,” a resident said, requesting that his name be withheld.
Another villager complained, “Why were we forced to chant pro-India and anti-Pak slogans? Why should we praise the nation that has turned our lives into hell. We hate this nation.”
In June this year, the army had set up a new garrison at Nagisharan village, at a spot that was vacated ten years ago by the army. Two days after this new garrison was set up, army soldiers vandalised Nagisharan village in a night raid. Villagers had told media that army soldiers smashed dozens of parked vehicles, vandalised residential houses, and looted shops in the village.
Kundalan village, too, had been attacked at night by army soldiers last month. After the latest assault on Sunday, villagers blocked the Shopian-Kadair road in a protest. Hundreds of vehicles including school buses were stranded due to the road blockade.
Srinagar-based army spokesperson Colonel Rajesh Kalia told media that no trooper was involved in any attack on Kundalan village. “None of our soldiers was involved in manhandling any villager or forcing anyone to chat any kind of slogans,” he said.
· Shopian villagers scared to register complaints against army assaults
July 23: More than 15 villages in Shopian have suffered night raids, beatings and vandalism at the hands of army soldiers in recent weeks, but no villager has filed a complaint with the police because of distrust and fear of reprisals.
The attacks by army soldiers have been taking place ever since more than 4,000 troopers along with SOG of Jammu and Kashmir Police launched a major cordon and search operation in 17 villages in Shopian to hunt down the two dozen native militants believed to be active here.
When the army was returning from the operation, a civilian driver was killed when militants attacked the vehicle the soldiers had taken from the Shopian taxi stand. The family of the killed driver has said that the army had used him as a human shield.
The operation faced huge resistance from villagers, with clashes reported from Chitragam, Sugan, Turkwangam, Maldair and some other villages. At Turkwangam and Maldair, the troops allegedly smashed 200 cars, vandalised 150 houses and injured dozens of protesters.
In Maldair, the troops allegedly barged into a residential house where they beat every single inmate, including the eight-month pregnant daughter, wife and another teenaged daughter of Ghulam Muhammad Mir.
“About 30 troopers barged into our house on May 4 and beat us for half an hour. They suffocated my younger daughter (15) with her head scarf, beat my pregnant daughter Rafiya (24) with gun butts and even thrashed my wife (55),” said Ghulam of the assault.
 	Abdul Ahad Mir, Numberdar of Turkwangam village, told media that the villagers have not made any complaint in any police station or human rights organisation. “Once a person came here and told us that he is from the police. He asked about the damage done by army soldiers and the names of persons who were beaten by them. But we didn’t tell him anything as we feared that the named persons may be arrested,” Mir said.
Later, several other villages were attacked by army troopers in night raids. They injured dozens of people and damaged property worth lakhs. The villages include Turkwangam, which was assaulted on two consecutive nights. The assaults left 25 persons injured, including young women who suffered fractures in their legs and arms. Two days later, the soldiers again assaulted the villagers, and damaged several vehicles.
The villages that were assaulted and vandalised by army troopers in the past two months include Turkwangam, Maldair, Chitragam, Kannipora, Nadpora, Wathoo, Brathipora, Sando-Shirmal, Heff, Vehil, Saidpora, Ramnagri, Shamsipora, Chakoora, and Kundalan. Villagers from Turkwangam and Kundlan have accused the army soldiers of looting their shops as well.
Property in Vehil village was damaged soon after some boys burst firecrackers to celebrate the Pakistan cricket team’s win over England in the Champion’s Trophy, which Pakistan went on to win with a huge 183-run win over India.
Gulam Muhammad Mir, Numberdar of Vehil village, said that there is so much fear in the villagers that complaining against the army men is out of the question. “How can we complain to the police? The police and army are brothers-in-arms. They would not listen to us as their job is to beat civilians and create terror among people,” he said.
Villagers of Kundalan, which falls in Nagisharan area where a new army garrison was established on June 20, said that they were forced to chant anti-Pak and pro-India slogans by the army men. When they refused to say the slogans, the soldiers beat up 20 persons in the village.
An elderly person from the village said that army soldiers were “beating people, looting and vandalising property without reason”. “They will get nothing but more hate from the public,” he said.
Recently two new army garrisons were set up in Shopian, one at Nagisharan village on June 20 and the second at Dobipora village on July 18.
Srinagar-based army spokesperson Colonel Rajesh Kalia has said of the new garrison, “this is routine redeployment based on operational requirements.”
After every attack on the said villages, Colonel Kalia has refuted the allegations of villagers and said, “none of our troopers was involved in assaulting people or damaging property”.
Deputy Commissioner of Shopian, Muhammad Aijaz, has said that he recently held a meeting with the Commanding Officer of the army unit to make sure that human rights violations do not happen in the district.
Senior Superintendent of Police Shopian, SA Dinkar, told Kashmir Reader that he did not know anything about assaults by army soldiers on villages nor has he received any complaint.
·  Govt forces vandalise property in Kulgam village
July 23: Residents of Nillow area in south Kashmir allege that government forces vandalised their property during the night following July 22. The vandalising, residents said, was in “retribution” after a “stray stone hit their vehicle earlier in the day”.
According to the residents of Wudura village in the area, forces vehicles were passing their village at about 5 PM in the evening, when somebody threw a stone at the forces’ vehicle.
“It was probably a village kid who threw a single stone at their vehicle,” the villagers said. “They left without saying anything but returned at night to take revenge.”
Villagers alleged that the forces barged into homes at the village at 10:00 PM and vandalized property.	“They smashed everything that came their way. Bikes, cars and load carriers were smashed by the army-men,” a villager alleged, adding “The actions were a retribution.”
Villagers said that the forces broke doors and windows and smashed refrigerators, TVs and other household goods. The villagers were left terrified by the forces action.
	A senior police official in Kulgam said that a stone was thrown at an army vehicle in the area. “We have no inputs if anything happened after that or not,” the official said, requesting anonymity. He said that no complaint had been filed by any villager so far.
· Broken limbs await surgery: Tortured villagers in Turkwangam narrate a woeful tale
July 27: Two youngsters from Turkwangam village of south Kashmir’s Shopian district have undergone bone surgeries after they were allegedly beaten up by the government forces during nocturnal raids. The youngsters alleged that they were ruthlessly beaten up during raids at their residences causing limb fractures.
Muhammad Younis Dar, a victim of manhandling, told Kashmir Reader that one of his arms was broken by the troopers during nocturnal raids. He said women and young girls were not spared by the raiders in uniform.
“I recently had a surgery in my left arm and it took me Rs 40,000 on operation and medicines in a Srinagar based private hospital. I don’t have land or a government job. I was earning my livelihood by running a small hotel but on May 4 they looted it also. When I went to register a complaint with police, I was detained in lock-up for two hours,” he said.
Dar said he has to undergo another surgery according to doctor’s advice. “I am unable to run my hotel that I started with money loaned by my friends and relatives. It is the friends who help me run the hotel now,” he said. Dar, lone bread earner for his family has wife and an infant daughter. “The troops looted my hotel and broke my limbs. I am not able to feed my family now,” he said.
Another youngster Suhail Ahmad Sheikh is nursing a broken arm and struggles to arrange money for surgery. “We took him to Pulwama hospital for treatment but he was not attended properly. The doctors have now suggested a surgery on his arm. I don’t have enough money to perform surgery on my son,” Sheikh’s son Abdul Gani said.
“I was ruthlessly beaten up by army during June 18 night. For half an hour the soldiers hit me with sticks and gun butts,” Sheikh said.
The Turkwangam village has been targeted by the government forces several times during the past months and entire population was subjected to torture and humiliation, the villagers alleged. “The first assault and damaging private property took place on May 4 during a massive cordon and search operation in 17 villages of district Shopian,” a villager said.
He said on June 10, the army troopers vandalised property and assaulted villagers again during the night hours. This was done in response to a mild stone throwing incident on army vehicles.
On June 11 troopers again assaulted the villagers including women and young girls and left dozens with severe injuries and bone fractures.
· Qaimoh shuts to protest beating of militant’s family members
July 27: A complete shutdown was observed in Qaimoh, Kulgam district in protest against the beating of family members of Hizb militant Tawseef Ahmad Sheikh during a raid last night.
The family members said the government forces entered into the house compound by jumping the fence. As the women raised an alarm, the people in the locality came out of their homes and rushed towards the house.
“The forces resorted to tear shelling but people threw stones at them and forced them to leave,” the local residents said, requesting they should not be named.
However, they said, after a couple of hours the forces returned and this time barged into the militant’s house while firing scores of tear smoke canisters.  
 	“They smashed the windowpanes, damaged property, thrashed men, women and kids during the raid. They didn’t even spare a three-year-old baby,” said a family member, requesting anonymity as he fears reprisals.
The family members were later treated at a nearby hospital.
To protest the alleged high-handedness of the forces, a complete shutdown was observed in Qaimoh and adjoining Khudwani.
	Shops remained closed and the movement of traffic was also affected.
Tauseef Sheikh is active in Hizb ranks for the past four years. His maternal uncle Abass Sheikh, also from Rampura village, is a commander of the outfit.
However, police has refuted that a militant’s family was beaten at Qaimoh area of Kulgam.

Highway thrashing

This month, as many as two incidents of highway beating by armed forces of civilian drivers were recorded. Both the victims including a student suffered injuries which triggered protests by the locals against the beating. 
· Soldier thrashes engineering student 
July 04: An engineering student was beaten up and abused by a soldier in Banihal on Srinagar-Jammu highway in Jammu and Kashmir for allegedly overtaking an army convoy. Mouzam Bashir Wani, a student of Chandigarh University, was travelling in a car along with his friends when he was stopped by the soldiers on the highway. "He (army man) beat me up with sticks and abused me for daring to overtake their vehicle," alleged Wani, a resident of Gundadalkote Banihal.
Later, Wani and his friends blocked the highway near Shafa Pani to demand action against the erring army soldier.
Locals joined the protest, alleging that army soldiers were resorting to hooliganism while travelling on the highway.
"They were not letting any car or motorcycle to overtake them. Anybody daring to overtake was beaten up by the soldiers," they claimed.
	An official said that the highway was thrown open for traffic after the soldier apologised to the student. "We called the soldier to the police station where he apologised to the student," he said.
· Baton charge at Pantha Chowk after CRPF men beat bus driver
July 10: A bus driver whom locals identified as Firdous Ahmad of Frestabal Pampore was beaten on the road at Pantha Chowk by men of the paramilitary CRPF. Six persons, including women, were also injured when police cane-charged locals who protested against the beating.
Eyewitnesses told media that a passenger bus bearing number JK01M 7265 was on way to Srinagar from Pampore when it was signalled to stop by CRPF near Lasjan bridge in Pantha Chowk, to pave way for the Amaranth Yatra-bound vehicles.
The driver stopped the bus a few meters away from where it was signalled to stop.
“In no time CRPF personnel, about 20 in number, pounced on the driver and beat him ruthlessly,” an eyewitness, Umar Bedaak, told media.
He said that CRPF personnel also beat up other persons, including women passengers, who tried to save the driver.
“The driver was seriously injured as CRPF men beat him with bamboo canes and gun butts,” he said.
According to eyewitnesses, the driver was rushed to JVC hospital, where doctors referred him to SMHS and from there doctors shifted him to SKIMS Soura for his “grave injuries”.
Locals took to the streets to protest the beating of the driver. They demanded that police register an FIR against the erring CRPF men and blocked the road, triggering a massive traffic jam on the highway.
A police team led by SDPO Aijaz Ahmad Mir allegedly cane-charged the protesters, resulting in injuries to a number of them.
“At least six protesters including women who were peacefully protesting were injured when police resorted to cane charging and fired teargas shells to disperse them to resume traffic on the highway,” said a local.
Locals also alleged that police damaged several cars while chasing away the protesters.

Militants ransack policeman's house in south Kashmir

Militants on July 27 night ransacked homes of dozens of policemen in Kulgam and Pulwama districts, beat up their family members and asked them to tell their sons to quit jobs or face consequences.
The militants also set ablaze the house of former government-sponsored militiamen, called Ikhwanis, besides beating up a People’s Democratic Party worker in Pulwama.
The ransacking occurred after government forces beat up the family members of Hizb militant Tauseef Sheikh at Rampora village, Qaimoh in Kulgam district, on July 27 night.
Sources said that gunmen first made their way into the house of a superintendent of police official in Qaimoh area of Kulgam and ransacked the house.
This, they said, was followed by the attacks on the houses of two policemen in Dashin-Sempora village in Yaripora area.
“The gun wielding militants ransacked the house, broke the window panes and asked the family members of the policemen to ask their kin to quit the job,” sources said.
They said later gunmen also ransacked houses of two policemen posted with Indian Reserve Police and traffic department in Mirhama village of the district.
The militants, sources said, also barged into the house of former notorious militiaman Bilal Ahmad Bhat son of Ghulam Nabi Bhat in Bachroo village and asked the family members to come out.
“As they came out militants sprinkled petrol on the house and set it ablaze,”
Bilal sources say was not present in his house as he puts up at the colony set up specifically set up for former militiamen in a highly guarded security zone in Kulgam town.
A senior police official posted in the district confirmed the incidents saying they are investigating the matter.
Similar attacks were carried by gunmen in many villages of Pulwama district.
Militants barged into the house of two special police officers posted in DPL Pulwama and Shopian in Trichal and Tumlehal villages of the district. 
	The militants asked their families to persuade their kin to give up police jobs. They conveyed the similar message to the family of a CRPF trooper in Naira village, whose home they ransacked.
The gunmen in the middle of the night also broke into the house of PDP female worker (a former Panch) in Trichal village and beat up her husband and told her to quit mainstream.
Pulwama superintendent of police Muhamad Aslam said the police are investigating the attacks.
Meanwhile following the attack on his house, an SPO hailing from Trichal Pulwama apologised publicly and announced he was quitting the job.
The cop appeared in the local mosque and announced on the public address system that he is resigning from the department, locals said.

Pellet Horror Continuous 

The disturbing reports of people getting blinded by pellets continue to come from various places in Kashmir valley. The official reports and NGOs surveys paints grim picture of the pellet survivors. As per government records as many 16 persons lost their visions completely while as 161 persons suffered total blindness in one eye in last one year. However, there is no independent research on how extensive the damage was caused by the unremitting use of pellets by the armed forces. The damage caused by pellets, as per experts, is not physical only but mental and economical as well. Whatever, the figure of survivors, so far, came to fore only indicates the lethality of the pellet guns.   
· In 1 year, 16 persons lose vision in both eyes due to pellets
July 08: At least 16 people have completely lost their vision in both eyes due to pellets fired by government forces on civilians in Kashmir in the past one year, according to official records, while 161 others have suffered total blindness in one eye wounded by the ‘lethal’ ammunition.
Records maintained by general specialty SMHS hospital here reveal that since July 8 last year—the day militant commander Burhan Wani died, triggering a six-month-long freedom uprising—a total of 1,043 people have suffered damage to eye (s) by pellet shots. Of these, 70 people were hit in both eyes, causing grievous injuries and loss of vision.
“16 pellet victims have lost their vision completely in both eyes. They don’t have even perception of light in both eyes. They are completely blind,” a doctor at SMHS hospital explained.
In addition, 161 pellet victims have completely lost vision in one of their injured eyes. “Their one eye is completely blind, other might or might not be injured,” the doctor said, adding that around 50 people whose one eye is completely lost have “minimal vision” in the other injured eye.
“Their vision is limited to hand movements in front of their eyes. Most of them cannot even move around their houses without help,” the doctor said.
A senior eye-surgeon at SMHS hospital said any injury to eye is “grievous” as it causes loss of vision or blindness. “Eye injuries are disabling in nature,” he said, adding that the pellet victims were “legally blind.”
Legal blindness is defined as ‘field of vision less than 20 degrees and a visual acuity of less than 6/60.’
Apart from injuries to eyes, pellets have injured over 10,000 people in the last one year in parts of body other than eye. Many have received grievous injuries in vital organs.
In SMHS hospital alone, as per the data compiled by its department of General Surgery, a total of 6,149 trauma cases were received between July 9, 2016 and November 09, 2016. Most of these were injuries caused by pellets. 
Although claimed to be a “non-lethal” weapon, injuries caused by pellet guns have resulted in death of at least 16 people in the past one year.
Even though the government and union ministry of home affairs has announced and introduced many “measures” while claiming to reduce the lethality of pellet shotguns, this commonly-used weapon continues to inflict grievous injuries particularly in eyes.
This year only, from April 2017, more than 60 people have been hit in eyes by pellets. In the month that went by, two people, a 60-year old man and a 22 year-old youth lost both eyes to pellets. In the past one week, 14 people with pellet injury to eye(s) have been admitted to SMHS Hospital.
· 2 of every 5 pellet-blinded victims are teenagers: Survey
July 09: The first survey on pellet victims, covering all 10 districts of Kashmir, has profiled 535 cases. It has been carried out by Help Foundation, a Kashmir based NGO, and funded by the UK-based Kashmir Development Foundation.
The exercise has detailed age, occupation, economic backgrounds of pellet survivors along with the medical interventions they have undergone for improving vision.
As per the survey 229 of the total 535 victims are aged below 20, comprising over 42 percent of the victims. Thus, out of every five pellet victims, two are teenagers. The data also reveals that 167 people out of the total victims are students, 73 of them yet to reach class 10.
Most of the young victims, as per the survey, come from poor families, with their parents and guardians having meager incomes, making it difficult for them to follow up the costly treatment or seek rehabilitative services. 
In case of 374 victims, constituting about 70 percent of the total injured, the family heads are labourers, as per the survey. In addition, in case of about 70 victims, the only earning member in the family is a small-time shopkeeper or farmer.
The survey details that 225 victims used to work as labourers, or were engaged in small time shops and other occupations before injury. After the injury, the survey says, they were unable to continue due to the nature of injury.
“Doctors have forbidden them (victims) from lifting loads or bending. They are not able to see well too,” the team of surveyors from the NGO, headed by Ashiq Ali, said. “Their families are in utter misery due to the additional medical expenditures and no income.”
Over 45 percent of victims have grave eye injuries, having already undergone multiple surgeries. Of the total victims, 213 have recurring hemorrhages, and visual ability is “almost nil”, the survey reveals.
Another 35 pellet victims have undergone lens transplants. The remaining victims are struggling to improve vision with surgeries and other interventions but have ambulatory vision.
Poor economic background and severity of injury, coupled with lack of financial and other support is posing immense hardships in the daily lives of the victims, the surveyors said.
“Each trip to hospital has cost the family thousands of rupees because no public transport was available and they were forced to hire taxis to Srinagar. Many are neck deep in debt,” said Nighat Shafi, who heads Help Foundation. 
She added the year that went by was also a year of no income for labor class. “Their families have suffered on many fronts. They had no incomes, and medical expenditures were too high,” she said.
Victims, as per the surveyors are struggling to get back to normal life. “They require support, psycho-social as well as financial. We are just trying to access how this help can reach them the best,” said Shafi.
·  Another student loses eye to pellets
July 31: At Srinagar’s general specialty SMHS hospital, a 20-year-old student Parvez Ahmed refuses to believe that his eye has been rendered visionless by the pellet injury he suffered at Tahab, Pulwama on July 30.
Shattered by the injury, he tells doctors in utter desperation: “There must be something you can do. Please!”
Parvez’s left eye looks contracted and bloodshot; the pupil has lost shine and looks dilated. A tissue paper in hand, this BA second-year student repeatedly tries to clean something from the injured eye.
	His mother Saleema looks distraught, trying to explain things to her relatives who have come to see Ahmed. “They did one surgery. They said they will need to do more surgeries,” she says.
	Doctors said pellets had caused “double perforation” in Ahmed’s eye. “The pellets have entered from front of eye and exited from the posterior part of its globe,” the senior surgeon who examined the injury and CT scan reports of Ahmed, said.
The prognosis of such injuries is bad, he said, adding that the pellets had “gone so deep that the person needs neurosurgical consultation.”
Asked how he got injured, Ahmed said: “Two militants had been killed in Tahab, Pulwama. We decided to participate in the funeral. But we had not even reached the main road that they (government forces) fired on us.”
Three more youth sustained injuries at the spot, as per records of health services.
An 18-year-old youth injured by bullet in chest at the same place and requiring tracheostomy was also admitted at SMHS hospital and later shifted to SKIMS for specialized treatment.
In ward 8 of the hospital, where Ahmed was admitted, seven more people, injured earlier and with “settled wounds” were admitted on Monday. “These patients had been dated for vitrectomy, a surgery to remove hemorrhagic vitreous humor, fluid that fills the eye. Pellets, when they perforate the eyes, cause bleeding inside, and the clear vitreous humour becomes opaque,” doctors said. They said that pellets also cause irreparable injury to other vital areas of the eye such as retina, macula and optic nerve.
Doctors said in the past four months alone, at least 70 people have been injured in eye(s) with pellets. “In most of these people, vision restoration chances are quite bleak,” doctors said.
He said attempts of doctors are to make the person ambulatory, in case of bilateral injury and attempt repair of retina and clearing vitreous hemorrhage. “We have to keep trying,” an eye surgeon at said.

PSA Continues…

Public Safety Act (PSA) continues to slap on the people to detain them. Despite a noticeable improvement in the situation, there seems no end to detain people under PSA by the authorities. Many of the detained under PSA suffer from different types of ailments   and due to their continued detention their health conditions get deteriorated. This month two cases of PSA were documented, one was of a youth from Kashmir and the other of a seventy-year-old man, who was booked under PSA third time in a row after court quashed his previous PSA orders. 
· Anantnag resident booked under PSA, shifted to Kathua District Jail
July 25:29-year-old Aatif Hassan, a resident of Anantnag district of south Kashmir, was booked under the Public Safety Act and shifted to Kathua District jail in Jammu province.
Hasan, father to a four-year-old baby, was arrested two weeks back when he was coming out of Anantnag District Court complex after a hearing into a previous case.
Since 2008, 55 FIRs have been registered against Hassan, who is a resident of Deva Colony Janglat Mandi.
Reports said that Hassan, who is into pharmaceutical business, was being harassed by police for taking to social media to express his pro-freedom sentiment.
They said that he has been slapped with PSA three times before.
· 75-year-old Sopore man jailed under PSA third time, charges quashed by court twice
July 27: The authorities have booked a septuagenarian from north Kashmir’s Sopore areas under public safety act (PSA) for the third time in row despite orders from the court to release him. The 75-year-old former forest officer Mohammad Subhan Wani, hailing from Dangerpora village of Sopore has been declared as threat to peace and tranquility by the police. Wani is affiliated to Syed Ali Geelani led Tehreek-e-Hurriyat.
Wani was taken into custody by Sopore police on August 18, 2016 when anti-India uprising triggered by the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen leader Burhan Wani was going on in Kashmir Valley. Arrested from his residence, the administration later slapped PSA on him on August 20 and sent to Kathua jail where he remained for three months. The PSA was quashed by High court in late November 2016. However, the court order did not end Wani’s imprisonment. The police immediately slapped PSA on him again. He was sent to sub-jail Kupwara where he remained for seven months. His relatives approached the court challenging the detention orders. The PSA was quashed by the high court on 10 June. However, two days later on June 12, PSA was slapped on him third time. He was again sent to Kathua Jail in Jammu where he is presently lodged.
Mir Shafqat Hussain, who has expertise in habeas corpus cases, described the repeated detention as brazen misuse of authority by the state. “The government agencies have no right to slap a person with PSA on same grounds. The agencies enjoy impunity in Kashmir. These kinds of cases are very much evident on ground because our system is weak. And more importantly the persons imprisoned under PSA are never let out. It is like a revolving door,” he said.
Wani has two sons and a daughter who continue to struggle to get him bailed out. According to his elder son Farooq Ahmad Wani, “My father is very old. He is suffering from serious health ailments including heart blockage, thyroid, sugar and prostate, for which a surgery needs to be done immediately.”
“On November 20 we were successful in securing his bail orders from the High Court. But after receiving his bail orders, police brought him from Kathua jail and put him in Sopore police station for almost 20 days. Instead of releasing him from there, the police shifted him to Sub Jail Baramulla for a week. But we didn’t lose hope; we applied for another bail and sent his bail orders to Baramulla jail. Even after his second bail they didn’t release him and sent him again to remand at Sopore police station, from where he was sent to Kupwara jail and has been there for the past two months,” Farooq said.
Farooq concedes that his father is affiliated to Tehreek-e-Hurriyat and has been briefly jailed in the past also. “This time he has been repeatedly booked on same grounds, which is travesty of justice” he said.

Kashmiris Outside

The disturbing reports about Kashmir been persecuted in Indian states continuous to haunt their families in the valley. This month at least two incidents of such nature were reported in media. While in one case a student was assaulted by masked men and in other case a trader was targeted by right wing goons.   
· For being a Kashmiri, student assaulted in Meerut
A Kashmiri student from Meerut’s Chaudhary Charan Singh University (CCSU) was beaten up and robbed of his mobile on July 1, Saturday night, by three masked men allegedly because he hailed from the Valley. On July 2, police registered an FIR and are investigating the matter. Times of India reported that Anees Khan, a second semester Zoology student at CCSU, said, “The hostel mess has been closed for days and I have to go out for food. On Saturday night i.e. July 1 when I was returning, a masked man approached me and asked my name and my native place. The moment I told my name and that I belong to Kashmir, two other masked men came and started beating me up.”
A complaint was filed by Khan at Medical College police station late on Saturday night and a case was registered in the matter on Sunday morning.
“A case has been filed against three unknown men under IPC’s Section 392 (punishment for robbery) and the matter is being investigated. Anees has not mentioned the Kashmiri angle in his complaint, but we are looking into that as well,” sub-inspector Pawan Kumar told TOI.
· BJP wing shut Kashmiri’s shop in Mussoorie
July 19: A Kashmiri garment trader’s shop was forcibly shut down in Mussoorie after an alleged post praising the Pakistan Army was found on his Facebook page, The Indian Express reported on Thursday.
As per the report Manzoor Ahmad, 59, from Humhama in Kashmir’s Budgam district, is among the five oldest trader families in Mussoorie. His shop has been selling garments since 1971.
His shop was shut down by the Mussoorie BJP youth wing and the Hindu Jagran Manch after they said they found a video appreciating the Pakistan Army, posted by Ahmad on Facebook. “After getting his (Ahmad’s) shop closed, we and the local traders’ body (the Mussoorie Traders & Welfare Association) went to the police station to file a complaint against him,” The Indian Express quoting the president of the BJP youth wing in Mussoorie, Dharampal Singh Panwar, said.
“Ahmad also came to the police station to file an application about his Facebook account having been hacked,” Mussoorie police station SHO, Rajeev Rauthan, said. He said the alleged “anti-national post” could no more be seen on Ahmad’s Facebook page.
The Mussoorie police seized Ahmad’s phone and submitted it to the cyber cell to verify whether his Facebook account was hacked.
According to the report a concerted effort to get Kashmiri traders ousted from Mussoorie started on June 18, when India lost to Pakistan in the Champions Trophy final and three Muslim boys were allegedly seen on the Mall Road shouting “Pakistan zindabad”. While none of the three was from the Valley, the BJP leaders and a section of local traders said the Kashmiri traders had “incited” them and other Muslims.
On June 20, the local traders’ body in Mussoorie asked for the Kashmiri traders to leave the town by February 28, 2018. However, Ahmad and four other older Kashmiri traders were “allowed to stay”, the president of the traders’ body Rajat Aggarwal said.

Militarization
· 
·  Army sets up second camp in Shopian 
July 18: The army has established a second camp in Shopian district, after setting up one in Nagisharan village some weeks ago. The second base in Shopian district has been set up at Dobipora village, some 11 kilometers from district headquarters in Wachi area.
The garrison at Nagisharan village was established on June 20 this year, at the same spot that the army vacated ten years ago when the area was declared by intelligence agencies as “militancy free”.
The garrison in Dobipora village has been established in the centre of Wachi constituency of Shopian district, where the government forces had detected movement of militants. Sources from police said that a dozen militants are active in the area.
An elderly person from the village said that they are fearful of vandalism and harassment from the army. “The army recently damaged property and beat people in several villages in the area,” he said.
Villagers of Dobipora told Kashmir Reader that they tried to protest the setting up of the garrison in their village. 
“We told them that if anybody throws a stone at you, you will come and beat us, but they said they will not harass anyone in the village,” a villager told media.
Another villager said that the army has set up its new camp near the village graveyard. “When we told them there is a graveyard besides the camp, they replied that they will raise a fence,” a youth from the village said.
Dobipora lies at the centre of the cluster of villages that saw a major Cordon and Search Operation (CASO) on May 4 this year. There are about 50 households in the village.
“They came here several times but we were not aware that they will set up a camp here. On Monday evening they came with razor wires and other things and set up a garrison here,” a local, wishing anonymity, said.
Srinagar-based army spokesperson Colonial Rajesh Kalia told media that “This is a routine deployment based on operational requirements.”
· Master Plan: Military presence overriding civilian concerns
July 23: The indiscriminate dispersal of defense establishments in Srinagar poses major hurdle to city’s development, as per the draft Master Plan (2015-2035). 
Pointing out that more area is occupied by defense establishments than the area used for development of district, divisional and state level public and semi-public infrastructures, the draft master plan has called for immediate shifting of the defense establishments to peripheries.
“As per the existing land use, the land under defense including many military and paramilitary establishments is spread over an area of 23 square kilometers which equals to 8 percent of the existing land area of Srinagar,” reads the draft, which had been put in public domain to seek suggestions before being put in the State Cabinet for final approval.
It points out that the indiscriminate dispersal of defense establishments in every nook and corner of the city, including the civilian areas, is construed as a major impediment in city development, adding that if the guidelines of the Ministry of Defense are followed in future the situation will become more grim causing undesirable strain on urban infrastructure.
The master plan suggests immediate consolidation and reorganization of defense establishments located deep inside civilian areas, important commercial areas, and public buildings by shifting them outside or to the periphery of the city.
The plan has also made recommendations keeping in view the smart city challenge for which Srinagar has already submitted a proposal. The stakeholders are now raising questions on the competence of Srinagar in the 'smart city' challenge as shifting of defense establishments seems unlikely.
The draft master plan has also pronounced that the land use for defense falls under ‘non-urban use’ category which if not shifted needs to be consolidated at select locations on the periphery of the city.
Master plan also envisages as an immediate policy measure shifting of army establishments at Tatoo Ground, Alouchibagh and other civilian areas at the earliest.
Meanwhile, in the smart city proposal for Srinagar under the ‘area based development’ category the government has proposed the name of Lal Chowk to be developed as a model area for the whole city but the stakeholders are doubtful about the government’s plan because of presence of two defense establishments in and around the commercial hub.
·  Govt. fails to shift CRPF from HMT factory
July 23: State government has failed to utilize 527 kanals of prime industrial land at Zainakote despite retrieving it from erstwhile Hindustan Machine Tools (HMT) factory after its closure by the central government.
With a part of this land being “illegally” held by Central Reserve Police Forces, the state government continues to be indecisive on the future use of 527 kanals.
Talking to media, commissioner secretary, industries and commerce department, Shailendra Kumar said the state government has finally retrieved the land from HMT factory (to which it was leased out earlier). The factory, he said, has been officially wound up.
“State government will now take final call on its utilization as there are several proposals being floated about its future use,” he said.
Officials of industries department said that illegal occupation of HMT land by CRPF since 2010 “is also hampering its development.”   
“After the 2010 mass agitation in Kashmir, CRPF’s 44th battalion illegally occupied the factory premises and its major chunk of land without seeking any consent from our management,” said the official.
He said except the HMT Plant, everything including flats and land of the factory are under CRPF occupation.
·  No construction permit for army in Gulmarg till its gives details: Govt tells High Court
July 28: The state government informed the High Court that it cannot permit the army to carry out repairs and renovation work of its structures at Gulmarg unless it comes up with the details of the works.
	The army, however, told the court that it cannot reveal the details (of constructions) to Building Operation Controlling Authority (BOCA) of Gulmarg as it amounts to breach of security. 
A division bench of Chief Justice Baddar Durrez Ahmad and Justice Ali Muhammad Magrey took on record minutes of the meeting of BOCA and the status report of Gulmarg Development Authority (GDA) 
While deputy advocate general Fayaz Ahmad Mir pleaded the case on behalf of the state government, assistant solicitor general Tahir Shamsi defended the union government. 
In its meeting, BOCA has said it is unable to consider case of army unless they furnish details including key plan, site plan and overall area under its possession, including the area of the land in possession of the army at Gulmarg.
The authority said the army has to provide all details of built up, existing as well as proposed, if any, in the standard format of drawings. 
 The BOCA has asked the army to Identify and demarcate the existing boundaries of the 130 acres of land, identify and demarcate 53 acres of land which the army had to surrender to the state government as per a 1991 government order. 
“Identify and demarcate 77 acres of land allotted by the state government for developing infrastructure in accordance with the order,” BOCA has told the army. 
It has asked the army to furnish initial building permissions issued earlier by competent authority—Gulmarg Projects Organisation (GPO)--or any other state regulatory authority which existed before the creation of GDA in 2003. 
In response to army’s request for proposed constructions in areas like Botapathri, the BOCA has said there was no document or evidence of transfer of land available in the records.
“The army is required to furnish necessary documents in support of the proposal,” read the minutes of the meeting. 
It was also decided during the meeting that revenue department shall conduct on spot inspection to identify and demarcate the land actually transferred to army at Gulmarg in pursuance of the government order no 107---TSM of 1991--- and also spell out the quantum of land under “illegal occupation of the army”.
During the meeting the regional director ecology environment and remote sensing has voiced the concern that the comments of the chief wild life warden J&K be also sought as the area in question appears to be a part of Gulmarg Wild Life Sanctuary.
He said the buildings’ infrastructure should conform to the guidelines, rules and regulations notified under the environment protection act. 
Shamsi, however, told the court that army cannot furnish the details about the repairs and renovation work and would file objections to the report filed by the GDA. 
He told the court that it is the chief minister of J&K who in 2001 has written to his revenue minister that the land under army should be regularised. 
The High Court took on record the minutes of the BOCA committee meeting and status report filed by the GDA and asked Shamsi to place the objections before BOCA. 
The army is stated to be under unauthorised occupation of land measuring 175 acres, 5 kanals and 13 marlas at Gulmarg. 
Meanwhile, the court directed DFO demarcation, DFO Tangmarg and the wildlife warden Kashmir to raise demarcation pillars of the Gulmarag land that has been delineated so far. The court sought status report in this regard by next date of hearing. 
The court asked the Pollution Control Board to file water quality report after it was informed that it has taken quality measurements at various spots of Gulmarg in July. 
THE PCB was also directed to install air quality equipment within a week.
· Army occupies 26 kanals of Budgam hospital land
July 31: In complete mayhem, long queues of patients wait at the outpatient department (OPD) in Aga Syed Yousuf Memorial (ASYM) District Hospital in Budgam. Scores of patients lie on beds fixed in a narrow corridor, and scores more, accompanied by a family member, have nowhere to go.
Outside each doctor’s chamber, patients and attendants are crunched into a small space. It is suffocating. The patients in the queues hardly find a place to sit.
“My son is suffering from a serious ailment. He can’t walk on his own. Here, there is no space in the corridors to move as patients’ beds have been placed here. The pushing and shoving from people makes us uneasy. But they can’t be blamed either: there is no space at all. It is like a flock of sheep crammed into a shed,” Sharifa, a attendant accompanying her son, lamented.
Self-evident trouble with infrastructure apart, Chief Medical Officer Budgam G M Dar told Kashmir Reader that 26 kanals of the hospital land were under Army occupation.
“We have had a survey with a defence person, which was also attended by revenue officials. But there has been no progress till date in favour of the Army’s vacating the land,” Dar added.
With little room to expand facilities, patients are left vulnerable and helpless. The ASYM is the only big health institute in Budgam district. “I am a labourer and can’t effort private clinics. So I have no option but to visit the government-run hospitals,” said a patient, adding, “We are being treated as third-class people, no one cares for us.”
“This has been happening here for many years. And it will continue as the administration is not lenient towards patients,” another said.
Patients who seek the advice of doctors at private clinics receive better treatment in a better environment, people allege. “Those who come straight to the hospital have to face problems,” a patient allged.
The hospital is also fund-strapped as doctors here do not even have access to a CT scan machine. The hospital’s endoscopy equipment has also been gathering dust for years.
“I don’t consider this place a district hospital. This is a big primary health centre,” said a resident of Budgam town.
Medical Superintendent Dr. Deeba admitted that patients were facing problems due to the institution’s lack of infrastructure. She added that though catering to the population of the entire district, the hospital has a capacity of only 80 beds, nowhere near enough to manage the huge in-flow of patients.

Dignity of dead must be given due respect: SC

July 14: Respect the dignity of the dead, the Supreme Court said while directing state governments to follow the guidelines of the National Human Rights Commission.
The apex court's remarks came on the submission of NHRC which said that all its communications and guidelines have remained only on paper and are not enforced by any State Government.
It said that the intention of the NHRC was to more effectively assist the criminal justice delivery system and avoid any factual controversies while respecting human rights.
"Considering that such a high-powered body (NHRC) has brought out its difficulties through affidavits and written submissions filed in this Court, we have no doubt that it has been most unfortunately reduced to a toothless tiger," it said while directing the Centre to take note of the concerns of the NHRC and remedy them at the earliest.

Fratricidal incidents in armed forces
· 
·  Soldier kills officer over phone row
July 18: A soldier shot dead an Army Major following an altercation over the use of a mobile phone in Jammu and Kashmir's Baramulla district, police said. Both the Army and police have launched an investigation.
Major Shekhar Thapa of 8 Rashtriya Rifles was killed by a fellow soldier in Uri sector of the Line of Control (LoC) which divides Kashmir between India and Pakistan, the police said.
A soldier who had been told not to use the mobile phone while on duty fired several shots at the officer, police sources added. Major Thapa died instantly.
Defence Ministry spokesman Colonel Rajesh Kalia said in a statement: "In an unfortunate incident at one of the forward posts in Uri sector, an Army officer was killed in firing by one of the jawans after an altercation. The officer succumbed to his injuries on the spot. Further investigations by the Army and police are underway.”	
·  Angry CRPF men thrash commander after colleague’s death
July 23: Paramilitary CRPF troopers thrashed their company commander Sunday after their colleague died after being denied permission to visit hospital for treatment, according to local news agency KNS.
Sources said a Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) trooper died in Wanpoh area of Anantnag district after he was denied visit to hospital for treatment. “The CRPF trooper belonged to 66 Bn and was attached with 90 Battalion”. 
Police sources said that the colleagues of the deceased trooper got angry with the behavior of their company commander and thrashed him.
·  Army trooper shoot self
July 24: An army man allegedly attempted suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle in the city outskirts of Jammu province.   
	Identified as Sepoy Pankaj of 16 RR shot himself with his service rifle at 706 Unit neat Koul Kandoli Mandir at Nagrota, Jammu. However, he was seriously injured and was shifted to hospital for treatment. 

Officially stated
· 
·  54 youth prevented from joining militancy in Kashmir: Police
July 03: The Jammu and Kashmir Police said 54 youth were arrested over the past "few months" in different parts of the valley, foiling their attempts to join militant ranks. The arrested youth included four boys who attempted to cross the Line of Control (LoC) in Kupwara district last month, it said.
"As many as 54 youth have been arrested from different districts of Kashmir over the past few months. The arrests foiled their attempts to join militancy, thereby saving 54 families getting adversely affected by the militancy," a police spokesman said.
He said out of these, 28 youth have been arrested in Baramulla, Kupwara and Bandipora districts of north Kashmir.
Thirteen have been arrested in central Kashmir range Srinagar while equal number of youth have been arrested in south Kashmir districts of Pulwama, Anantnag, Shopian and Kulgam, the spokesman said.
On June 27, police station Kupwara received information that four boys of village Gulgam had gone missing and subsequently a general alert was sounded across the district and two teams were constituted to trace out them, the spokesman said.
	During searches, he said one of the teams intercepted the boys near a 'nallah' (stream) in dense forest close to the LoC.
Identifying the boys as Shahid Ahmad Pir of Pir Mohlla, Wahed Ahmad Gojri of Deldjan and Zeeshan Ahmad Lone and Ubaid Ahmad Gojree of Tanwari villages of Gulgam, the spokesman said they were shifted to Kupwara police station.
Later, three of them were handed over to their parents while one of them, a motivator, was sent to juvenile home.
He said though arms and ammunition were recovered from many of 54 arrested youth, yet some of them were handed over to their families after counselling.
· Will turn JK into graveyard for Azadi seekers: BJP MLC
July 5: Criticising separatist leaders, senior BJP MLC, Ashok Khajuria said Jammu and Kashmir will be turned into a graveyard for those seeking Azadi from India and supporting Pakistan.
Speaking during a discussion on GST in the upper house of legislature, the BJP member said separatists had ruined four generations in J&K for their "petty politics".
"We will not allow anyone to ruin the future of our next generations. Separatists have done enough damage to our kids. Now it is time for them to mend their ways. If they don't change their stance, we will make situation worst for them," Khajuria said.
"We will turn J&K into a graveyard for those who seek Azadi from India and support Pakistan on our soil," he said.
·  220 militants active in Kashmir: MHA official
July 13: More than 50 per cent of around 220 active militants in Kashmir are Pakistan nationals, a home ministry official said.
He also said that infiltration bids have seen a rise in last five months.
Around 220 militants are active in the Kashmir Valley and majority of them are Pakistanis, the official said.
At least 120 attempts of infiltration have been made till May, with 30 militants having been successful at the attempt, he said.
In 2016, there were 370 attempts of infiltration in Jammu and Kashmir, the official said, adding as many as 119 militants had sneaked into the State last year.
According to data compiled by the home ministry, 88 Kashmiri youth had joined militancy in 2016, the highest in last six years.
In 2014, 222 militants tried to enter the State, but only 65 could make it, and in 2015, 121 militants attempted to cross the border, but 33 of them were successful.
Besides, there has been a steady increase in the number of youths taking up arms in the Valley from 2014 onwards as compared to ones between 2010 and 2013, the data said.
In 2010, as many as 54 youths joined militancy, in 2011, however, the number came down to 23. It further dipped to 21 in 2012 and 16 in 2013, it added.
·  Kashmir dispute not a law and order problem: JK CM
July 15: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti said that Kashmir dispute was not a law and order problem and that entire country needed to support them in this war.
 	“Kashmir me hum law and order ki ladaai nahi ladd rahe. Jab tak pura mulk, political parties saath nahi dete tab tak ye jang nahi jeet sakte (The war we are fighting in Kashmir isn’t that of law and order problems. We can’t win this war unless different political parties and the entire country supports us),” she told reporters after meeting the Home Minister, reported Indian Express.
·  JK registers 92 HR violation complaints with MHA in 3 yrs
July 14: The Government of India (GOI) has received 92 complaints of human rights violations against forces under Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) from Jammu and Kashmir in three years. 
However, only 3 percent cases in the State have been paid monetary compensation .
In reply to an RTI application moved by Common Wealth Human Right Initiative (CHRI), the Union Ministry of Home Affairs data reveals that of 186 rights violation (HR) complaints from states of North East and Jammu and Kashmir, 92 complaints were received from J&K from 2012 to January 2016. 
As per the data, J&K accounted for 49.5% of the HR violation complaints against forces in various categories under AFSPA.
MHA data shows that monetary relief to the tune of Rs. 6.47 crores were recommended in 117 cases received from seven states including J&K from Jan 2012 to 2016.
“The monetary relief of Rs 21 lakh was recommended in only five cases found to be eligible for monetary relief in J&K,” reveals the data.
It states only 3 per cent cases have been provided monetary compensation by the GoI.
However, it is not known whether this was ex gratia relief granted or compensation awarded. 
In J&K, AFSPA remains imposed in districts of Anantnag, Baramulla, Badgam, Kupwara, Pulwama, Srinagar, Jammu, Kathua, Udampur, Poonch, Rajouri and Doda.
“Assam, which accounted for less than a third of the complaints, received the largest proportion (48%) of monetary relief recommended by GoI. In 57 cases from Assam, monetary relief was recommended to tune of Rs. 3.10 crores," reads the MHA reply.
It disclosed that of 92 complaints received from J&K against the armed forces, only 79 cases were disposed off by MHA.
However, the data does not indicate whether these complaints were found to be true or false.
These HR violation complaints range from abuse of power to causing deaths.
About 40% of the complaints are clubbed under the category-- "defence forces" without any remark as to what kinds of complaints they were. 
Under this category, J&K accounts for 56 complaints from Jan 2012 to Jan 2016. “Of 56 complaints, 23 were received in 2012-13, 14 in 2013-14, 2014-15 and of 8 complaints only 1 remains pending in 2015-Jan 2016,” reveals the MHA data supplied to RTI applicant, Venkatesh Nayak Programme Coordinator, Access to Information Programme Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative.
It disclosed that a single complaint of abduction/kidnapping was received in 2012-13 while 3 abduction/ rape complaints were received in 2013-14 and 1 in 2014-15. 
All these complaints have been disposed off, according to the MHA data.
It further discloses that nine complaints were registered for “abuse of power” and off of them were disposed off. 
“6 complaints were received by MHA against the fake encounters. Of the six complaints, four are pending while two have been disposed off. Under ‘Arbitrary use of Power’, a single complaint has been disposed off,” reads the MHA data.
As per the data, a single complaint of “death in army encounter” was received by MHA and it was disposed off.
·  102 militants killed in JK in 7 months
July 14: The forces and police have killed 102 militants till now this year, making it the highest number of killings in the January-July period in seven years, a police official said Friday.
The forces also have prepared a hit-list of several other militants belonging to Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), Jaish-e-Mohammad and Hizbul Mujahideen.
The slain militants included Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) commander Bashir Lashkari, who was involved in the killing of six policemen in south Kashmir and top Hizbul Mujahideen militant Sabzar Ahmad Bhat, the police officer said.
The killing of 102 militants till July 12 makes it the highest number in the past seven years, the official said.
Earlier in 2010, the highest number of 156 militants were killed between January and July that year.
Last year, 77 militants were killed during this period, 51 each were killed in 2015 and 2014, respectively, 43 in 2013, 37 in 2012 and 61 in 2011, according to the police data.
·  376 security men, 221 civilians killed in JK in 8 yrs: GoI
July 18: The Government of India Tuesday informed Lok Sabha that 376 security were killed in militancy violence in Jammu and Kashmir since 2010 and disclosed that 8932 civilians were injured during unrest in Valley last year.
While 8,932 civilians were injured in 2016 against 1,047 in 2010, the number of security personnel injured also went up sharply to 8,378 in 2016 from 5,188 in 2010, Minister of State for Home Hansraj Gangaram Ahir said.
Responding to a written question by two MPs, including Congress' Jyotiraditya Scindia and YSR Congress' M Raja Mohan Reddy, the minister gave a table comparing 2010 and 2016.
There were widespread protests both years in the Kashmir Valley. In 2010, people were protesting civilian killings carried out by the army in Macchil sector.
In 2016, life in the Valley came to a standstill following the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen's poster boy Burhan Wani in July.
Ahir said the state government had informed the Government of India (GoI) that law and order situation was much better this year than compared to last year.
The state police, he said, had registered 583 cases during the current year till date against 2,897 cases of previous year.
According to data given by Ahir, as many as 107 civilians were injured up to May 31 this year.
The number of civilian deaths in 2010 was 115, 85 in 2016 and 21 so far in the current year, he said.
The steps taken by police include 12,650 miscreants/ separatists either arrested or bound down under substantive and preventive laws since 2016 and imposition of restrictions in the vulnerable areas to thwart such incidents, he said.
"Separatists/trouble mongers have been kept under close surveillance to check their activities," the minister said.
There were 2,808 stone pelting incidents last year against 2,794 in 2010. A total of 664 such incidents have been reported since July 9 so far this year alone, Ahir said.
Ahir's reply also gave a detailed chart on militant incidents since 2010.
There have been a total of 2,142 incidents of militant violence between 2010 and up to July 9, 2017 -- 488 in 2010, 340 in 2011, 220 in 2012, 170 in 2013, 222 in 2014, 208 in 2015, 322 in 2016 and 172 this year so far, he said.
A total of 934 militants were killed in these incidents -- 232 in 2010, 100 in 2011, 72 in 2012, 67 in 2013, 110 in 2014, 108 in 2015, 150 in 2016 and 95 in 2017.
About 376 security force personnel and 180 civilians were killed in these incidents, the minister said.
"The government has continuously encouraged policies to mainstream the youth, including providing employment opportunities to wean them away from militancy," Ahir said.
· 150 militants, mostly foreigners, active in north Kashmir: CRPF
July 19: A top official of Central Reserve Police Force said there are around 150 militants active in north Kashmir and most of them are foreigners.
CRPF’s deputy inspector general (Operations) for north Kashmir range, R K Yadav, said: “Presence of local militants is very less. Most of the militants active in north Kashmir are foreigners.”
Talking to reporters on the sidelines of a function at Sumbal, Bandipora, the DIG said: “Security forces, including police, army and CRPF besides launching counter-insurgency operations are trying to reach out to local populace to make them understand that everything can be achieved by peace only.”
110 militants, including 10 foreigners, active in south Kashmir: Army
Army on July 19 said 110 militants are active in south Kashmir and all efforts are underway to ensure that youth, who have picked up guns, “return to the mainstream.”
General Officer Commanding of Victor Force, Major General BS Rajoo, told reporters at Khanbal in Anantnag district: “The focus of the Army has 
·  110 militants, including 10 foreigners, active in south Kashmir: Army
July 19: Army said 110 militants are active in south Kashmir and all efforts are underway to ensure that youth, who have picked up guns, “return to the mainstream.”
General Officer Commanding of Victor Force, Major General BS Rajoo, told reporters at Khanbal in Anantnag district: “The focus of the Army has always been to convince youth, who have gone astray and picked up arms, to bring them back into mainstream.”
“Nearly 110 militants are active in five police districts of south Kashmir- Pulwama, Awantipora, Shopian, Kulgam and Anantnag. Police, Army and paramilitary forces are working in tandem to get people rid of militancy,” the GOC said.
On allegations of ransacking of houses and beating up of people during cordon-and-search operation by army, the GOC said: “Army only deals strictly with those people who disrupt anti-militancy operations. Army is a disciplined force and does not indulge in beating of people and vandalizing property.”
Meanwhile, Colonel Aditya Sahai of Victor Force while talking to reporters at Awantipora said: “Only 10 foreign militants are active in south Kashmir districts. There are 100 local militants as per records available with us.”
·  95 militants killed in J&K this year: GOI
July 19: As many as 95 militants were killed in Jammu and Kashmir between January and July 9 this year while this figure was 150 for 2016, the Rajya Sabha was informed.
As many as 38 security personnel and 12 civilians were also killed during this period in Kashmir that witnessed 172 militancy incidents, Union Minister of State for Home Hansraj Gangaram Ahir said in a written reply.
Ahir said 150 militants—the highest since 2011—were killed in 2016 in Jammu and Kashmir which faced 322 militancy incidents in which 82 security men and 15 civilians were killed.
In 2015, 108 militants were killed “during clashes with security forces at different places”, while 39 security personnel and 17 civilians also lost their lives in 208 militancy incidents.
In 2014, 110 militants were killed in different shootouts in the Valley, which witnessed 222 incidents of militancy and killing of 47 security personnel and 28 civilians.
In 2013, 67 militants were killed while 53 security personnel and 15 civilians were killed in 170 militancy-related incidents.
In 2012, 72 militants were killed, apart from 15 security personnel and a similar number of civilians in 220 violent attacks, the Centre said.
In 2011, 100 militants were killed, apart from 33 security personnel and 31 civilians in 340 militancy incidents. (IANS)
· J&K govt slaps PSA on minors, MHA cites 2 instances
July 19: The J&K government continues to slap Public Safety Act on juveniles in contravention of the law of the land.
The Union Home Ministry informed the Parliament that two such cases have come to the fore after families of the accused produced their birth certificates.
In a written reply, the Ministry said state government has reported that Tajamul-Islam Mir son of Ghulam Rasool of SK Bala, Ganderbal was detained under PSA and lodged in a jail on September 21, 2016. The accused was shifted to Juvenile Home on the basis of birth certificate produced by the relatives of the accused, the reply said.
“The accused was subsequently released on December 15, 2016 as per direction of the High Court,” the written reply read.
In 2017, the Ministry said one accused Yawar Rashid Sofi son of Abdur Rashid of  Gudoora, Pulwama was ordered to be detained under PSA and lodged in a jail. However, the state government revoked his detention orders on June 8 on the basis of birth certificate produced by his relatives.
The MHA also said state government has reported that no minor is presently undergoing preventive detention under provisions of Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act.
· Army appeals militants to give up arms
July 19: Victor Force General Officer Commanding (GOC) General BS Raju appealed to local militants to lay down arms and merge back into society, assuring them of every possible help from the army.
“Today, I want to put forth a message to the youth who have recently or earlier picked up guns and have taken the wrong path. I want to ask them to come back,” Raju said while addressing the media at the army’s Sector-1 camp in Khannabal.
Raju was speaking on the sidelines of a medical camp the army had organised for the local population.
“It will be our responsibility to take care of their security. We will make sure they remain safe,” Raju said.
Raju also appealed to the parents of militants, their teachers, the village elderly and other members of civil society to talk to the militants and ask them to shun violence.
“It’s the responsibility of the elderly to make sure their children do not take the wrong path. They should try and convince the militants to give up arms,” Raju said.
He maintained that there were around 110 militants active in the area, including 100 local boys and 10 foreign nationals.
Speaking about the medical camp, Raju said it was aimed at reinforcing relations between locals and the army.
He said the camp was also a mark of gratitude to the local people who came forward and helped yatris after they were caught in crossfire between militants and the army in Battengoo on June 10.
	Eight yatris were killed, and 32 others were injured in the incident.
“How locals stood up in the hour of need and helped save the lives of yatris by donating blood on a purely humanitarian basis is exceptional. The camp is a mark of gratitude to the locals,” Raju said.
·  LOC: 9 troopers, 2 civilians killed in July border skirmishes
July 23: Nine troopers among 11 people were killed while 16 others injured in border skirmishes this month between India and Pakistan along the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir.
Amid one of the worst fatalities in recent times, the month also saw over 110 livestock falling prey to shellings and cross-border firing in which nearly 35 structures, including over two dozen houses were damaged along the LoC in Rajouri district alone.
The repeated skirmishes saw over 4,000 villagers from near borders to government camps at safer places in the district.
A total of 35 structures including private houses, government buildings including schools, were damaged in recent mortar shelling in Nowshera," said Rajouri Deputy Commissioner Shahid Iqbal Choudhary.
·  85 foreign, local militants active in three districts: Police 
July 23: The public support to militancy as per police information has been witnessing decline in north Kashmir from past many years and the presence of local militants have been reduced to few compared to south Kashmir, the hotbed of local militants.
Reliable police sources opine that people in north Kashmir have been largely staying away from encounter sites whenever an anti-militancy operation is launched. 
“There was no public intervention when forces launched Cordon and Search Operation (CASO) and two local militants were killed in an encounter at Pazalpora village in Sopore on July 19.”
“Local people are fed up with militancy and that is the reason local youth in north Kashmir don’t get lured it. It is due to no public support that militants were on the run in north compared to south,” a senior police officer said.
Unlike in south Kashmir, local militants in north Kashmir virtually are not active on social media and this helps youth not to get lured to gun, police officer said, adding, “Besides this, no open movement by local militants is seen in the region and that is another positive factor.”
They said there is total of 85 militants active in north Kashmir. “Of 85 militants, some 8 are locals and rest are foreign militants.”
“It would be wrong to say that there is no local militant active in north Kashmir. There are local militants but very less. And with the killing of two militants yesterday, the militants have suffered a major jolt,” a top police officer said.
These militants were operating in both habitation and forest areas of Baramulla, Bandipora, Kupwara and Handwara.
· 50 J&K youths joined militancy this year: MHA official
July 24: As many as 50 youths in Jammu and Kashmir have joined militant ranks, mostly of Hizbul Mujahideen, so far this year, a Home Ministry official said.
"Fifty youths in Jammu and Kashmir have joined militant ranks in the first six months of 2017. Most of them have joined Hizbul Mujahideen and belong to south Kashmir," the official said.
	More than 50 per cent of around 220 active militants in Kashmir are Pakistani nationals, another Home ministry official said.
	According to the Home Ministry's statistics, 88 Kashmiri youths joined militancy in 2016, the highest in the last six years. In 2010, 54 Kashmiri youths joined militant ranks. The number came down to 23 in 2011. It further dipped to 21 in 2012 and to 16 in 2013.
The ministry's statistics revealed that “115 militants have attempted to enter Jammu and Kashmir from across the border so far this year. 19 of them managed to sneak into the Indian territory.”
“The data showed that 370 infiltration attempts were made in the state in 2016 in which 119 militants entered into the country,” the official said. 
In 2015, 121 militants attempted to enter the country but only 33 could do so. In 2014, 222 militants tried to cross over into the country, but only 65 could do it. PTI
·  36 attacks on Amarnath yatra in 27 years: GOI
July 25: As many as 53 pilgrims have been killed in 36 militant attacks on the annual Amarnath yatra in the last 27 years, the Lok Sabha was informed on July 25.
"From 1990 till date, 36 militant attacks have been reported on Amarnath yatris in which 53 were killed and 167 were injured," Minister of State for Home Hansraj Ahir said in reply to a written question.
Ahir said all possible arrangements are being made by the Jammu and Kashmir government with the help of the Centre to strengthen the pilgrimage's security.
Replying to another question, he said the duration and schedule of the pilgrimage is based on the decision taken by the Amarnath Shrine Board every year.
The duration of the yatra is decided by the extent of snowfall in the preceding winter and the date on which Raksha Bandhan falls, when it is traditionally concluded, he said.
Therefore, the minister said, the duration of the pilgrimage varies from year to year. In 2017, the pilgrimage commenced on June 29 and will culminate on Raksha Bandhan which falls on August 7.
"As such, the 2017 yatra is of 40 days. In 2016, it commenced on July 2 and concluded on August 18, and therefore, it was of 48 days," he said. PTI
·  29 Armymen, 142 militants killed at LoC since 2014: Govt tells Parliament
July 25: The Indian Army lost 29 personnel along the Line of Control (LoC) and killed 142 militants since 2014, the government told the Rajya Sabha. Minister of State in the ministry of Defence Subhash Bhamre, in a written reply, said 84 infiltration bids were also foiled by the security forces since 2014.
The LoC portion under the operational control of the army also saw 216 cases of ceasefire violations until June this year. Of these 73 and 76 violations were recorded in May and June respectively, he said. The LoC portion under the operational control of the Border Security Force (BSF) witnessed 23 cases of ceasefire violations.
Three civilians have also died due to cross-border firing by Pakistan.
· 16 civilians died in J&K police firing in 2016: Centre
July 25: As many as 16 civilians lost their lives in incidents of police firing in 2016, Lok Sabha was informed today.
Minister of State for Home Affairs Hansraj Gangaram Ahir tabled these figures in response to a question seeking to know the number of farmers who died in police firing.
He said, Jammu and Kashmir reported deaths of 16 civilians in police firing in 2016.
· 250 militants active in Kashmir: IG CRPF
July 27: Around 250 militants are active in Kashmir presently, while 75 were killed by government forces this year, Inspector General (IG) CRPF, Srinagar Ravideep Singh Sahi, said.
“Presently there are around 250 militants active in Kashmir. The CRPF involvement was almost in every encounter or joint operations in which 75 militants were neutralized,” Sahi told media on the sidelines of function organized to commemorate anniversary of the force in Srinagar. He said the number of active militants was going up and down in the Valley.
However, he said the situation was under control and fragile.
“We have seen the reduction in stone pelting incidents from past few months and security forces are in well coordination with each other to carry out counter insurgency and anti-militancy operations in an organized manner,” he said.
He said the situation in terms of militancy as well as law and order has improved very much, and added that “security forces as well as people” were contributing for the improvement of the situation in the Valley.
· 104 militants killed in JK this year: GoI
July 25:  At least 104 militants were killed in Jammu and Kashmir this year and Hizbul Mujahideen chief Syed Salahuddin is reported to have made claims that his outfit has the ability to hit targets anywhere in India at any time, Lok Sabha was informed.
"Syed Salahuddin, supreme commander of Hizbul Mujahideen, is reported to have made such a claim in the media," Minister of state for home Hansraj Ahir said in a written reply.
Ahir said the militant group has been getting logistic support, including arms and ammunition, from Pakistan.
"As per available information, some of the weapons and other items recovered from the encounter sites have the markings of the foreign countries," he said.
Replying to another question, Ahir said in 2017 (up to July 16), 104 militants have been killed in Jammu and Kashmir as a result of coordinated action between the security agencies.
· JK has over 30,000 SPOs
July 31: The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has disclosed that over 30,000 Special Police Officers (SPOs) are working with Jammu and Kashmir police.
As per the estimated figures by MHA, there are 31,474 SPOs in the state. 
The number increased after Government of India (GoI) sanctioned 10,000 additional SPOs for the state in 2016.
“10,000 SPOs were sanctioned in addition to existing 25,474. Of 10,000 SPOs sanctioned, 6,000 have been already appointed,” reveals an MHA report titled,“ Key initiatives of MHA”.
The additional posts of SPOs were sanctioned by GoIin September 2016, when Kashmir was in grip of turmoil following killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani in an encounter with forces on July 8, last year.
The MHA report discloses that the remuneration of SPOs has also been enhanced.
“They use to get Rs3000 per month. However, it has been enhanced to Rs6000 per month now,” it states.
According to the report, the reimbursement of expenditure to the state government by GoI in respect of 10,000 SPOs is as per existing approved Security Related Expenditure (SRE) guidelines. 
The SPOs get inducted into state police subject to their performance in duty and educational qualification. 
Recently, Director General of Police (DGP), S P Vaid had visited Baramulla district to reward police officials including SPOs for their contribution in policing and anti-militancy operations.
Quoting DGP, an official spokesperson had said134 SPOs of North Kashmir range were absorbed as constables in the department.
In February this year, Rising Kashmir had reported that the strength of police in the state was over 89119. 
This, however, excludes the SPOs.
The MHA report said the procurement of high-tech and latest security appliances based on state-of-the-art technologies as a measure to deal with militancy and law and order has started. 
“Rs255.30 crores were sanctioned for high-end security and Law and Order (L&O) projects for J&K police and procurement has started,” it added.

 
	Date
	Armed Forces
	Militants
	Civilians

	July 01
	-
	2
	2

	July 02
	-
	-
	-

	July 03
	-
	2
	-

	July 04
	-
	1
	-

	July 05
	-
	-
	-

	July 06
	-
	-
	-

	July 07
	-
	-
	-

	July 08
	1
	-
	1

	July 09
	-
	-
	-

	July 10
	-
	3
	7

	July 11
	-
	-
	-

	July 12
	2
	3
	-

	July 13
	-
	-
	-

	July 14
	-
	-
	-

	July 15
	1
	3
	-

	July 16
	-
	-
	1

	July 17
	1
	3
	1

	July 18
	3
	2
	2

	July 19
	1
	-
	-

	July 20
	-
	-
	-

	July 21
	1
	-
	1

	July 22
	-
	-
	-

	July 23
	-
	1
	-

	July 24
	-
	-
	-

	July 25
	-
	-
	-

	July 26
	1
	-
	-

	July 27
	-
	3
	-

	July 28
	-
	-
	-

	July 29
	-
	-
	-

	July 30
	-
	2
	-

	July 31
	-
	1
	-

	Total 
	11
	26
	15

	Total Causalities 
	52 Killings 



Chronology 
July 01: Two militants of LeT and two civilians were killed and many civilians were injured including four with bullets in Dialgam area of Anantnag district in south Kashmir during an encounter. The slain militants were identified of Bashir Laskarai of Kokernag and Abu Maaz of Pakistani origin. Abu Maaz was buried in Gantamulla graveyard in Baramulla. The civilians were identified as Tahira Begum, 41, of Breenthi, Dialgam, Anantnag and Shadab Hussan Chopan of Dialgam. Locals accused armed forces of killing the civilians. 
July 02: Clashes erupted at Malangpora village of Pulwama district soon after the armed forces laid a siege of the area. While Kashmir observed a shutdown to protest the civilian killings in Dialgam, Anantnag on July 1 by armed forces during an encounter.  
July 03: Two militants were killed and an army Major and CRPF officer were injured in an encounter with Indian armed forces in Bamnoo village of Pulwama district. Over thirty persons including five sustained bullet injuries when armed forces opened fire at protesters near encounter site. The slain militants were identified by police as Jehangir Ahmad of Keller and Akhtar Alam of Reasi, Jammu division. In another incident, a policeman and woman were injured when militants targeted police in Anantnag while militants managed to give slip to armed forces during CASO Malangpora village of Pulwama after people protested there, four protests were injured in forces action.
July 04: A 27-hour gunfight between militants and armed forces at Bamoo village in Pulwama district ended with the killing of third militant who engaged the forces for at least 17 hours after his two colleagues were gunned down on July 3. The slain militant was identified as Kifayat of Bamoo Pulwama who engaged the forces for about 17 hours. Five residential houses were reportedly blown up to kill the lone-surviving militant. It was reported that the body of Kifayat was charred beyond recognition. At least 25 more persons sustained injuries taking the toll of injured to 55 since July 3.
July 05: A complete shutdown was observed in Pulwama to mourn the three rebels killed in a 30-hour gun battle at Bamnoo village. While clashes erupted late July 5 night in Khanabal area of Anantnag district after police conducted nocturnal raids and arrests. Nobody was injured during the clashes. As per reports, police raided the houses of at least four youth who were allegedly involved in stone pelting. Reports said that at least two youths were arrested.
July 06: Fearing bike rallies and massive protests, police have been “seizing” motorbikes and scooters across Kashmir. Those whose vehicles are confiscated are told to enquire about them after the 13th of July. Hundreds of bikes and scooters are lying at police stations in various parts of Kashmir, including Tral in Pulwama and in Srinagar. All of them have been confiscated in the past two days. Director General of Police (DGP) Shesh Paul Vaid confirmed to the media that the police were seizing motorcycles and scooters as a “precautionary measure” to prevent youth from taking to streets or rallies on the first death anniversary of Burhan Wani. 
July 07: Restrictions were imposed in Srinagar down town to prevent post-Friday imminent protest rallies.
July 08: At least 30 persons were injured and close to 100 youths detained during clashes in south Kashmir, amid undeclared curfew and a complete shutdown on the first death anniversary of Burhan Wani. In the Night also protests occurred in Tral hamlet in south Kashmir on the Ist death anniversary of militant leader Burhan Wani. The graveyard where Burahan was laid rest was sealed by the armed forces to prevent people from paying tribute to the commander.  While a policeman was injured in a grenade explosion in Tral area. In Bandipora district militants ambush an army patrol in Hajin town wounded three soldiers including a captain. In cross LOC shelling a TA soldier and his wife were killed and their children were injured along LOC in Poonch district. The deceased were identified as Mohammad Showkat and his wife as Safia Bi of Poonch. In Tral, a cop was injured in a grenade explosion lobbed by militants in Aripal village of Tral area in South Kashmir. 
July 09: The police said that Pakistani army targeted villages and forward posts along the Line of Control (LoC) in Poonch district with heavy mortar shells and automatic weapons. There has been no loss of life or injury to anyone in the firing. 
July10: Seven Amarnath pilgrims including six women were killed and eighteen others were injured in an attack, police said, carried out by LET militants in Bontengoo area of Anantnag district in south Kashmir. However, the LET claimed its men were not involved in the attack. The pilgrims hailed from Gujarat and were identified as ----. While army claimed three unidentified militants, infiltrators, were killed in an encounter along LOC in Nowgam village in Kupwara district. 
July 11: A gunfight broke out between armed forces and militants in Budgam area in central Kashmir.
July 12: Three militants of HM were killed in an encounter with armed forces in Redbugh area of Budgam district. The slain militants, all locals, were identified as Sajid Ahmmad Gillkar of Malaratta, Srinagar, Aqib Gul of Hyderpora, Srinagar and Javaid Ahmad Sheikh of Beewah, Budgam. As many as fourty persons including a photojournalist were injured in clashes between protestors and armed forces at various location across Kashmir after the Budgam encounter was over. While two army soldiers were killed and another injured in sniper fire from Pakistan near LOC in Keran sector in Kupwara district.  
July 13: A youth was injured with bullet in the firing of armed forces in Pulwama during clashes. At least 10 persons were injured, seven of them with pellets, in street clashes during the day. Internet and train services also remained suspended across Kashmir. Restrictions under Section 144 CrPC were imposed in areas under five police stations of Nowhatta, MR Gunj, Safa Kadal, Khanyar and Rainwari in Srinagar. Locals said that restrictions were also imposed in the area under police station Kralkhud.
July 14: At least 25 persons were injured, including minors, during clashes following Friday prayers in Srinagar, Anantnag and Pulwama districts. Authorities did not allow Friday congregational prayers at the historic Jamia Masjid at Nowhatta in Srinagar for the third consecutive week. The restrictions remained imposed in areas falling under seven police stations – Khanyar, Nowhatta, Rainawari, MR Gunj, Safakadal, Maisuma and Kralkhud – to curb free public movement in these areas. While fifteen youth were arrested in Anantnag during clashes after Friday prayers. 
July 15: Three militants including a foreign militant, forces claimed, of Jaish-e-Mohammad were killed in an encounter with Indian armed forces in a forest area of Tral area of Pulwama district. The slain militants were identified as Parvez Ahmad Mir of Handura, Tral, Mukhtiyar Ahmad Lone of Harpura, Ameeraabad, Tral and the foreign militant was identified as Hassan Bhia of Pakistan. During the clashes that erupted during the encounter as many as ten persons were injured in clashes with forces.  In an another incident, a CRPF officer was injured in a grenade attack by militants in Kulgam.  While an army soldier was killed in cross LOC firing in Rajouri sector in Jammu.  
July 16: One of the injured Amarnath pilgrim wounded on July 10 attack succumbed to his injuries in SKIMS hospital at Srinagar taking the toll of killed pilgrims to eight causalities.  
July 17: Three LET militants were killed in an encounter with armed forces in Bul-Bul Nowgam area on the outskirts of main town Anantnag. Police sources maintained that the slain militants have been identified as Showket Lohar, a resident of Arwini area in Bijbehara, and Muzaffar Hajam, a resident of Kokernag and Rayees Ahmad Bhat son of Hakura, Badsgam,  Anantnag. In the backdrop of militants killing internet services was suspended in Anantnag. An Army soldier and an eight-year-old girl were killed in cross border firing between Indian and Pakistani troops along the Line of Control (LoC) in Poonch district. The girl Saida Kouser daughter of Muhammad Kafil Khan was killed when she was hit by multiple splinters of a mortar shell near her house at Barooti village in Balakote, Mendhar at around 10 am, said another official. A woman Shah Begum, 55, wife of Muhammad Sharief of Panjgrain Rajouri, was also rushed to district hospital Rajouri after she received splinter injury in back due to mortar shelling, the official said. Another injured Sharief Ahmed received minor injury and was given first aid on spot, he said. While an army soldier was wounded when India and Pakistan armies exchanged fire and resorted to mortar shelling along the Line of Control at Madiya village in Kamalkote Uri in Baramulla district. While an official spokesman said a population of 4500 to 5000 people of Panjgrain, Rajdhani, Naika and other adjoining villages was affected due to heavy cross-border shelling in Rajouri district. He said the district administration ordered closure of all schools early in the morning but 120 students were held up at Government School at Panjgrain and on report of the headmaster, senior officers got them evacuated. In Anantnag, army soldiers allegedly opened fire on a group of civilians in Bijbehara town, leaving a 60-year-old man with a bullet injury. The injured man has been identified as Mohammad Abdullah Ganai, of Hussainpora village in Arwini area of Bijbehara. He has been admitted to Bone and Joints Hospital in Srinagar for treatment.
July 18: Two unidentified militants, army claimed, were killed in Gurez sector in Bandipora while foiling an infiltration bid. In cross LOC shelling two army soldiers were killed and one injured in Pakistan firing in Naushera sector of Rajouri. In an incident of fratricidal killing, an Army officer was killed in a fratricide incident by a fellow soldier at LoC in north Kashmir’s Uri. The civilian Mohammad Abullah Gania who was injured in army firing on July 17 in Bijbehara town succumbed to his injuries. A former Panchayat member was shot at inside his home in Panzath area of Qazigund . As per police reports, two armed men barged into the house of Nazir Ahmad Shah, a former Panchayat member associated with the National Conference (NC) and fired bullet in his leg. While dead body of a teacher Bilal Sheikh was recovered. Bilal was missing since July 3. 
July19: A Junior Commissioned Officer (JCO) injured in Pakistani firing Nowshera sector on July 18 succumbed to his injuries in a military hospital, while a civilian was injured in cross LOC shelling in Sandot hamlet.  
July 20: Protests erupted in Shopian after a minor girl was crushed to dead by army vehicle. In the protesters and police clashes over 30 persons were injured.   While two persons were injured when a dormant shell exploded near an encounter site which took place between forces and militants in Bhamnoo village in Pulwama early this month.  
July 21: A youth Tanveer Ahmad Wani, a tailor by profession and a resident of Waza mohalla Beerwah was killed and another injured by army in Beerwah area of Budgam district after a fire cracker exploded. While govt. foiled UN march called by pro-freedom leadership against the killing spree in Kashmir. The cross LOC shelling continued in various sectors killing an Indian soldier along the Line of Control (LoC) in Rajouri district of Jammu and Kashmir's Jammu district, army said. While Six policemen including an ASI rank officer were injured when army soldiers beat them up at police station Gund in Ganderbal district on July21, Friday, evening.	
July 22: A shutdown was observed in Budgam town and its adjoining area against the killing of youth on July 1 by army. While a youth was injured in clashes between armed forces and protestors that occurred in the Budgam town. In Pahalgam in south Kashmir, police resorted to teargas shelling to quell the youth protest who pelted stones on a school where Minister for Public Works Naeem Akthar had visited. Meanwhile, there was no let-up in cross LOC shelling between Indian and Pakistan forces, an army soldier was injured in Noushera sector of Rajouri district.  
July 23: An unidentified militant, army claimed, was killed during an encounter at Sonapand area of Maachil sector in Kupwara district.   Angry CRPF personnel thrashed their Company commander after their colleague died allegedly after being denied permission to see a doctor in Anantnag.
July 24: Militants managed to escape a CASO following intense clashes between forces and locals in Qaimoh village of Kulgam. While an army man allegedly attempted suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle in the city outskirts of Jammu province.   
July 25: Suspected militants attacked an army patrol in Ajas area of Bandipora district late last night, officials said. An official said suspected militants travelling in a Sumo vehicle fired upon the patrol of army’s 13 Rashtriya Rifles near main market Ajas. “Army men also fired in retaliation, but there was no report of any injuries. The gunmen fled after carrying out the attack,” he said. While, at least four youth were injured in clashes with armed forces during a cordon-and-search operation in Pulwama district, even as search operation launched by government forces in Ganderbal district ended without any results, police and reports said.         
July 26: A policeman from the Special Operations Group (SOG) was gunned down by suspected militants in Kanjikullah, Yaripora area of south Kashmir’s Kulgam district. Militants, believed to be three in number, managed to escape from a Cordon and Search Operation (CASO) in Mattan area of Anantnag district. Anticipating protests, the authorities suspended mobile internet services in Anantnag district. The services were restored in a couple of hours after militants managed to sneak out of the cordoned area.
July 27: Three unidentified militants (infiltrators) were killed in Gurez valley of north Kashmir’s Bandipora district, army claimed. In another incident two army soldiers were injured when militants attacked them in Shopian district while a policeman was shot at and injured by suspected militants in Kulgam.   
July 28: No violence related incident occurred. 
July 29: No violence related incident occurred.
July 30: Government forces killed in a brief encounter two Hizbul Mujahideen militants in Tahab area of Pulwama district. The slain militants have been identified as Shariq Sheikh (alias Haris Bhai), son of Ali Muhammad of Gulzarpora village in Pulwama district, and Shabir Ahmad Mir (alias Showket), son of Mohammad Ahsan and resident of Mahend village near Bijbehara in Anantnag district. During the encounter over a dozen persons including one critically were injured during the encounter.  While a girl was injured in a mine blast in Uri area of Baramulla district. The injured was identified as Hakim Bee, 18, d/o Noor-ud-Din of Uri. 
July 31: One unidentified militant was killed in an encounter with armed forces in Uri north Kashmir’s Baramulla district. While cross LOC firing took place along LOC in Rajouri district. Clashes erupted in Batpora, Kellar area of Shopian after forces cordon off it.   
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