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On Victims
Victims of the human right violations (HRV) are widespread are throughout Jammu and Kashmir.  Due to topography of the state, victims living in the inaccessible areas or near the line of actual control 786 kms where there is huge presence of Army little has been documented there. The media and press have invariably highlighted the excesses committed in towns and cities and some high profile instances taken place but generally the excesses of the victims in remote areas has remained unaccounted. According to our estimate only 5 to 10 % HRV have been documented since 1990 by the local Indian and International Organizations. The majority of the victim have chosen not to share their ordeal with others for e.g., the population living near the line of actual control which is restricted area (only in 2005 earthquake it got accessible to others) where even the writ of the civil administration doesn’t run, where the excess of culture of silence prevail and have been accepted and normalised with the people. It has become a daily routine. Very few instances have come to notice and innumerable stories have died with the victims. The topography has to some extent helped the perpetrators in not getting exposed. Realistically speaking it needs constant visit from village to village, area to area to collect the story of the victims and unfortunately the media and human right activist are restrict to towns and cities. 
The majority of the survivors are from downtrodden section of the society (mostly BPL) as poverty itself is a highest form of Human rights violation. It disempowers victims to agitate the matter and seeking remedies. According to our study the majority of the survivors feeling helpless, ignorant of their rights and having no faith on institutions, resign to their fate. They least agitate and continued accept excesses as fait-accompli.  As external and inter fear has been used as a successful weapon and culture of silence prevail there and concentrate on the survival of the other family members. Dejected desperate and exhausted they move on with their lives. At the beginning of the conflict a considerable section of the victims used to avail the legal recourse but later they observed they are chasing mirage and justice is not possible. After the conflict continued the survivors taking example of their predecessors are convinced that the system is unable to provide justice particularly judiciary which was the only institution of the state on which they had reposed faith. With some exceptions where the judiciary has been provided the compensations to the victims of disappearance “desaparecidos” but due to the impunity granted to Army and security forces no perpetrator has been so far punished. On the contrary they have been rewarded and awarded by the govts.  for fighting “proxy war” trans-border terrorism in  Kashmir. The victims of the elite section conscious of their rights also get disgusted and give up after agitating the matters realise that it is a useless effort, as they feel they are moving in a circle. According to our experience some of the victims of the downtrodden sections of the society have demonstrated exceptional determination to give fight for justice and even they have refused the ex-gratia which they think is blood money and some of the victims have become the agent of change 
They have been galvanising the other victims like the case of families of disappeared persons who were successful in highlighting the issue of disappearance in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. Victims of disappearance to some extent are the only success story which has highlighted the phenomenon of disappearances in Kashmir locally nationally and internationally. The families of desaparecidos in Punjab inspired by the APDP had also initiated a similar campaign but it couldn’t take off nevertheless the disappearances in Punjab are believed to be more than J&K.   
As far other violations, we find only the victims of Kunan Poshpora have shown consistency in highlighting the rape issue with the help of the civil society activism. Even the rape of Asiya and Neelofar in Shopian in 2009 which originated the civil society initiative under the banner of Majlis after few years disintegrated. Majlis could have become a very strong voice from South but it fizzle out.  

Notwithstanding that there is a distressed between the victims and the human right activist and sometimes there are reasons also. Often we have to listen form the victims while visiting their homes what happens by recording their statements “it makes no difference to them, it is useless”. Some victims shout “Govt. have eaten our flesh and you people are after our bones”. Some victims seem to be cooperative only once they are expecting some relief. We have “narrated repeatedly our pain and agony to lot of people including media doesn’t make any difference to the govt”.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Once a victim of a village where there were also massive rapes overheard saying “our village Kunan Poshpora has been sold to whole world”. Researchers are making carriers and media is benefitting and we are like Guinea pigs. Some of the survivors understand importance of the work and cooperate reluctantly and it has become very difficult to understand to them that how important is to highlight their stories to prevent human rights violations, disseminate the facts to the international community, institutions and expose the contradiction of the largest democracy claiming rule of law in Kashmir. HRD perceive it is a thankless job once HRD colleague stated that he is so frustrated while campaigning human rights that one day if he is found turn mad and throwing stones at the victims near Ghanta Ghar, Lal Chowk it won’t be surprizing. One of the victim of disappearance in anger contested a human right defender that he has no right to agitate as none of his family member have got disappeared to which the human right defender retorted back by saying that I am protesting on disappearance of others for the safety of myself and my other family members taking lead from his famous saying of Martin Niemoller than they came for jews… “Victims are not understanding the positive side of the campaign for e.g. with the campaign on enforced disappearances and the discovery of the mass graves which invited international attention including European parliament resolution, the disappearance have stopped and so the mass graves. Distress is a common factor and impediment in cooperation with the further work the perceptions of the human rights defenders and victims are different. for e.g. if human right defenders having long term goals are more interesting in the punishment of the perpetrator following the saying memory versus impunity holding war crimes tribunal, may be after the conflict is over, while as the victims are more interesting in compensation, relief and rehabilitation, they feel content on peanuts like ex gratia relief of one lac or a job under SRO 43. Sometimes the human right defenders feel let down by the victims whose cases they have been agitating and risking themselves while as the victims by passing them enters into the deal with the perpetrators for their own reasons like the high profile cases Tujjar where the bridegroom was blown to bits by the army. Human right group filed a petition and without his knowledge the victims compromised with the army. It is routine that in the high profile cases the army prevails upon the victims by money, threats, inducement or by implicating their relatives in false n frivolous cases like in 2016 Handwara case is a recent example where finally family member had to compromise and give up. Even the case filed against Kuldeep Khoda, the then DG for his involvement in the three disappearances in Poonch case which became high profile but finally the family against the advice/approval of the human right group which were contesting the case refused to file appeal before the Supreme Court.
We have second generation of victims. A lot of victims of torture and other form of human rights violation have died along with their stories leaving behind the crumpted files, newspaper cuttings and the stories have ended with their death. Their successors have shown least interest in following or agitating the cases which their parents have been fighting in courts or outside for years. There are several cases where the victims have vehemently fought but after their death their legal heirs have shown disinterest in follow up and that is a success of the state which believes that you have exhaust victims and with the passage time, the victim will give up. The time is running in favour of perpetrators, human memory gets faded; survivals become weak and old and get diverted to other problems of life. The perpetrators retire from their service and some of them die while smiling and without any atonement.
t is an fight between unequals, state is organised victims are unorganised. State has huge resources at their command. Victims are struggling with their daily survival but it is a fight for truth and justice and truth is on the side of the victims. It would be understatement to say that that human right work in the state has not meant with objectives .Definitely by highlighting the excesses it has minimised the abuses. We are convinced only the exposure, and exposure at the maximum scale can prevent or minimise the HRV  but we need to be innovative in our approach how to educate the victims and how to cooperate, coordinate and convince them , then it is not a fight only of the victim but others safety and security and only the coming generations could be saved from this scourge when the generation facing unprecedented operation will stand up and seek accountability from the perpetrators otherwise it is bound to happen again and again. 


Husband’s killing put mountainous responsibilities over his wife 
Niyaz and three other civilians got killed after militant attack police

The Informative Missive 	 3 	May 2017

Fourty-one-year-old, Dil Afroza was surrounded by her three, now orphan, children when the researcher of The Informative Missive entered her parental house at Malpora village of Anantnag district in south Kashmir. The woman showed complete reluctance to share any details of her husband’s killing case, nevertheless, after persuasion she agreed to cooperate.   
Dil Afroza’s husband Neyaz Ahmad Mir, 45, was killed on May 6 when militants attacked a police party at Anantnag’s Mir Bazaar area when they were rescuing accident victims and clearing the highway. Three policemen and four civilians were injured in cross firing that triggered after the militant attack. Later, three more civilians and a policeman succumbed to their injuries. 
Neyaz’s killing has badly jolted his family leaving his wife widow and three minor children fatherless. 
While talking to The Informative Missive Dil Afroza said, “What was my husband’s fault?  He was merely helping accident victims and clearing the blocked road after an accident. He was kind hearted and helpful i.e. way he was helping the police.”“Understanding, the gravity of his injuries he was repeating ‘i won’t survive, I won’t survive’. The bullet has hit him in his back ripped through his chest, just close to his heart”

On May 6, at 8:45 pm, Neyaz and his officer were returning from a working site to their office at Vessu, Aantnag where he was supposed to drop his officer. He was a driver with Ramky Group, which focuses in the areas of Civil, Environmental and Waste Management infrastructure. En route at Alstop, Malpora on Srinagar-Jammu Highway they found there has been a collision between a truck and a tractor. Neyaz hardly lives hundred meters away from the accident spot. In the accident the truck driver had died on the spot. 
On seeing people injured in accident Neyaz quickly stepped out of his vehicle, he was driving, to rescue the accident victims. In a short while, policemen from Mir Bazaar police post arrived on the spot to help the victims and also to clear the highway, which got blocked after the accident. 
“While Neyaz was helping the police suddenly militants attacked the police party. Since it was dark the militants fired indiscriminately without noticing the civilian presence on the spot. Police also retaliated. As the guns fell silent few people were lying on the road injured screaming for help,” Dil Afroza stated while explaining the incident in which her husband lost his life. 
All the injured were taken to District Hospital, Janglat Mandi in a police vehicle. It was found that four civilians and three policemen were injured critically. 
While police was taking Niyaz with other injured to the hospital he managed to make a call to his younger brother Nazir Ahmad informing him about the incident. “Nazir informed us that Niyaz was injured in a firing incident.  We all rushed to the hospital.  When we reached the hospital Niyaz was speaking. Understanding, the gravity of his injuries he was repeating ‘I won’t survive, I won’t survive’. The bullet has hit him in his back ripped through his chest, just close to his heart”, averred Dil Afroza while watching with her moist eyes towards her children. 
After administering first aid the doctors referred the injured to the SMHS hospital, Srinagar.  On way to Srinagar, blood started gushing out from the Niyaz’s body and he was losing his consciousness. “While taking him to Srinagar hospital his condition started deteriorating with every tick of second. Perturbed, we decided to take him to nearby Primary Health Centre Awantipora.  After sometime he succumbed to his injuries,” stated the dejected wife of Niyaz.   
Two more civilians and a policeman also died later.
Niyaz body was brought to his native place Cheeni Chowk, Anantnag. From there it was taken to Malpora and was buried there in local graveyard outside his house.  	
Police has filed the FIR no 100/2017 stating Niyaz was helping Thana Chowki officer at Mir Bazar in clearance of road, which was blocked due to collision between a truck and a tractor. 
Niyaz’s wife was worried about the future of her children. Niyaz was working day-night to ensure a bright future of his children. “He himself was not much educated but he want to see his children well-educated. He was working hard to ensure his family a smooth living and good future for his children aged 17, 14 and 10 respectively,” stated a disappointed wife and mother who have now enormous responsibility of her minor children, who are yet to understand the cruelties of life.   	Before she concludes she said, “It pains me every time when I see towards my children. I have no proper words to make them understand that they are orphans now.”
	Three more civilians succumbed to their injuries 
Hem Raj Sharma of Samaba, Jammu 
Ham Raj succumbed to his injuries on the same night. 
Suhail Nabi of Badipora
Next day, on May 7, Suhail also died taking the civilian toll killing to three. 
The 23-year-old Suhail, according to his brother Tajamul Nabi Bhat, was working in Ramky since two years.  
“He was our lone bread-winner. We are completely shattered. Why doesn’t anyone resolve this Kashmir dispute once and for all? Today, it is my brother, tomorrow it could be someone else’s,” Tajamul laments.
Inside the small two-storey house is Suhail’s devastated mother Shareefa Bano, along with her neighbor women consoling her by saying “Keep patience, Suhail has gone to meet his Lord.” Nobody in the house is speaking amid the cries of Suhail’s parents and neighbors.
Suhail is survived by his parents and two younger brothers. 
His father Ghulam Nabi Bhat was a carpenter who left carpentry after his acute illness. “All the responsibilities of our family were on Suhail’s shoulders,” says his father Bhat. 
According to his neighbors Suhail supported his poor family. “He would bear the expenditure of medicines of his parents and studies of his siblings,” his neighbors said.
They said he was working hard to construct a new house and was trying his best to take his family out of poverty.
The whole village is in a state of shock. “He offered prayers five times a day and was known for reciting Quran beautifully,” said a neighbor amid sobs.
His colleagues in Ramky remember him as a dedicated worker. “We lost an asset in him. He never shirked from work. We request government to provide compensation to the deceased family” they said.
Suhail, a supervisor in Ramky, was a post-graduate in Sociology. 
He was eldest of the two siblings—Tajamul Nabi Bhat (an under-graduate student at GDC Tral) and Nasir Nabi Bhat (a 12th class student).
Mohammad Hussain Dar:
On May 15, Mohammad Hussain was another causality of the Mir Bazaar firing incident. 
Hussain was hit by bullets in his chest and was taken to army hospital Srinagar for treatment where he was operated upon. His family members had taken him to SKIMS for specialised treatment. At SKIMS, one of his relatives said, Dar was operated again and kept under observation in Intensive care unit. However, he lost the battle after nine days. 
The deceased, according to his relatives had come to live with his in-laws at the time of his marriage. He is survived by wife and eight children including three daughters and three sons.
“He was a poor man and had hardly managed to marry off his elder daughters a couple of years ago. He was doing menial jobs to feed his family. His sons too are doing daily wage labor to earn their livelihood,” said one of his neighbours Sameer Ahmed.
Dar did not own any land of his own and would cultivate the land of neighbors to ensure the dignified survival of his family.
“Since he had no source of income other than doing labour, he used to cultivate our land and would take half of the produce,” one of his neighbors said.

Fateh Mohammad generates suicidal tendencies after killing of his two sons
He sees no hope of justice in either of the cases

Jolted badly by the killing of his two young and promising sons within three years’ time Fateh Mohammad, a police constable, from Budgam district of central Kashmir generates suicidal tendencies. As recently as on April 9 his 16-year-old son was shot dead by the BSF troopers, when the boy was watching from a distance, a protest demonstration in a village of district Budgam.  His other son an engineer by profession in a gulf country was murdered in 2014 by a local crook from Budgam district. [image: ]
Abbas killed on April 9

“I would have finished my life but my young daughter came into the way. Imagine what a father could do whose two young sons were murdered for none of their fault. Can’t he have even a right to kill himself and rest in grave,” the father questioned while talking to The Informative Missive. 
He further stated while explaining his mental conditions, “I could not hold the burden and live with the pain of killing of my two sons with little hope of justice. What motivates me to live an excruciating life, it is my young daughter after me she has no one to arrange for her marriage.”    
	Fateh’s young son Abbas was killed on April 9 during Indian parliamentary by-polls by Border Security Forces (BSF) along with another boy Faizan.  Faizan’s mother has seen them falling down after being shot by the BSF men, when she was out to call her son to home.  
	“When in armed forces firing any youth get killed they accused him of being a stone pelter. My son along with another boy was a way away from the protesting gathering when they were fired at with the aim to kill by the BSF soldiers”, he said while accusing the BSF men of killing his son. 
“At around 8:30 am Abbas was awakened by his mother. I am serving as head constable in Jammu and Kashmir Armed Police. As a routine he used to drop me at Charar-i-Sharief, where I am posted to guard the Shrine.  On that day too, I told him to drop me at the same place.  He told me to get ready fast and he was waiting for me,” the father stated.  
As the polling was going on, Fathe told Abbas first he will go to polling booth to check if there was any friend of him on duty.  The polling booth was at Govt. High School Dalwan. 
“I didn’t go but just after a while Abbas went outside. I had no idea when he went outside.  He had told his mother that he will go outside. Me and my old father and mother were at home. As the situation was bad outside my wife and daughter had left to get Abbas back,” the father stated
At around 9:30 am, as many as eight gun shots were heard in the locality.  Fathe presumed that the forces might have fired in air to control the protestors, who could have intensified the protests. 
When Fathe was asked by his father about Abbas he replied he must be in his room.  “I called him on his mobile number but he was not responding. Meanwhile, his mother and sister who had also gone out to get him back, on way, heard he had received a bullet on left side of his head.  Then I went to the polling booth, till I reached there he was already taken by locals in some private car to Chadoora Hospital,” the dejected father stated. “I would have finished my life but my young daughter came into the way. Imagine what a father could do whose two young sons were murdered for none of their fault. Can’t he have even a right to kill himself and rest in grave,”

Abbas was shot on road adjacent to school ground. Due to the elections there was stone pelting, of mild nature, since morning in the area. The protestors were hurling stones on the polling booth. There was army deployed on a hillock. They were also throwing stones aiming at the protestors but due to the long distance the stones threw by them were too hitting the polling booth.  The high school was in middle of protestors and the place where army was deployed.  The army was of Kandajan Rashtriya Rifles camp.  
The bullets were fired by the Border Security Forces who were deployed at the Polling booth.  “I don’t know from which camp they were and their battalion.  They were specifically brought for election duty. They were first brought to Charar-i-Sharief Police station on April 6 and from there in the night of April 9 they were deployed  in Dalwan polling booth,” Fathe said while talking about the information he had about the BSF soldiers.  
Since he is in police Fathe understands the crowd control mechanism he feels there was no such intense stone pelting that warrants BSF to use bullets.  “None of BSF personnel or the employees on polling duty was injured. The BSF could have used non-lethal means to chase away the handful of protestors but they choose bullets, which killed my son and another boy Faizan,” the father averred while explaining the situation in which BSF choose to fire bullets.
Abbas was on road and the protestors who were throwing stones were in the school ground.  Abbas was only seeing the protestors from a distance and was not even part of it. 
When Faizan’s mother had went after him to get him back she saw BSF personnel firing from a window of the school.  A bullet hit Faizan and he fell down on the ground. When Abbass saw him falling he rushed to his help but as soon as he bow down to pick him he was also shot on head. The mother saw all this happening.  Faizan was hit from back side of head and bullet came out from mouth and Abbas was hit on left side of his head and the bullet piercing through.  His brother Nisar Ahmad and mother saw him receiving bullets besides there were many people of the village who witnessed this incident.  
From Chadoora hospital Faizan was sent to Charar-i-Sharief hospital where he was declared dead and Abass was referred to SMHS hospital at Srinagar.  “At around 10:30 we reached SMHS.  His elder brother Nisar Ahmad and maternal uncle -Tariq Ahmad Rather- were with him. I came with my brother on bike. When I reached he was taken into operation theatre and after 15 minutes died in the theatre,” the father stated.   
After a while a police party from Police Control Room (PCR) Srinagar came to the hospital and took possession of the body. We were kept waiting in PCR till 4:30 pm.  
Fathe Mohammad has lost his another son Mudasir Ahmad on 14 March 2014.  Mudasir was working as electric engineer in Saudi Arabia.  On 14 March he went to meet his friend at Charar-i-Sharief and there was heavy snowfall disrupting the electricity and his phone had gone off due to lack of battery. On next day, he had managed to charge his phone and met his father at Chadoora and received Rs. 28000 from him and told his father to leave as he has to meet his other friend he named as Yaseen Yatoo of Chadoora. 
“I had to go to Jammu.  I called him on next day i.e. Sunday but he didn’t respond.  I checked with the family they too were unable to contact him.  On Tuesday evening my colleagues at Jammu showed me a picture of his dead body in a local paper,” Fathe stated. 
Thereafter, Fathe returned home. Police arrested the killer within 6 hours. They seized the knife, cash taken from victim from killers home.  However, just after one year on 28 June 2015 he (the killer) was acquitted by judge Syed Tauqeer at Budgam Session Court. 
	The acquittal of the murdered not only shocked Fathe but discouraged him from pursuing the murder case further. “My hopes of justice in Mudasir’s murder were annihilated as in very short span of time the killer was declared innocent by the judiciary,” the disillusioned father stated. 
	Pertinently after arresting the main accused Yaseen and his associates police on March 21 gave a press conference.  Addressing a news conference at Chadoora Police Station, then Superintendent of Police Budgam Muhammad Irshad said that Police recovered the body of Mudasir Ahmad with multiple marks of violence on Monday and accordingly police registered a case vide FIR number 34/2014 under section 302 in this regard.
“Human resources and technical means were employed which pointed finger of suspicion towards some suspects and during sustained interrogation, police zeroed in on one Muhammad Yaseen Yatoo (drug addict) son of Abdul Jabbar resident of  Yatoo Mohalla Chadoora who revealed that he was the friend of the slain youth and murdered him for money,” SP Irshad said.
He said that the culprit revealed before the police that on the day of incident, the deceased was carrying an amount of Rs 25,000 and the accused developed intentions to grab the money. “The accused lured the deceased to a secluded place and managed to kill the deceased with a knife. We have recovered the knife, cash and the mobile set which he had stolen after killing his friend from his house,” he said adding that the accused is in custody and the investigation of the case is in progress.

He was taken forcibly, used as human shield by army: Family of slain Sumo driver

May 05: The family of slain Sumo driver killed while ferrying army men in Shopian alleged that he was taken forcibly by the army and was used as a ‘human shield’ in a purely army operation.
40-year-old Nazir Ahmad Sheikh son of Abdul Ahad Sheikh of Kaczdoora village in Shopian was killed after militants fired on army men travelling in his vehicle at Kiloora area of Shopian.
Two army men including a Major were injured in the attack.
Sheikh’s family alleged today that he was taken forcibly by 62 RR personnel stationed at Chaudhrygund area of Shopian district.
“He ferried passengers from Kapran to Shopian. He was stopped by 62 RR personnel at Chaudhrygund. They took his registration papers and asked him to ferry their men to Imam Sahib area in Shopian,” one of his family member told media.
He said this was not the first time Sheikh was taken forcibly by army like this.
“It’s a common practice in Shopian and this was the 6th time he was taken forcibly by army,” the family member said.
He said Nazir was made a human shield by army men and there are no second thoughts about it.
Defence spokesperson, Colonel Rajesh Kalia, when told about allegations of family of slain driver said he was ascertaining the facts.
“I will get back to you with details once things are ascertained,” he said.
	The Sheikh family, meanwhile, has lost their only bread winner, who made sure his sons got an education while he worked tirelessly.
Saqib, Sheikh’s elder son, and a student of 11th class fears that he might have to give up education now to support his mother and his younger brother.
“We have no other source of income. No land to fall back upon. I might now end up quitting education and find some work to support my family,” he said.
Sheikh is not the first one to have been killed in this fashion.
In December 2006, another Sumo driver, Mukhtar Ahmad Sheikh, from Shopian was killed in militant firing while ferrying army men in neighboring Pulwama district.
The transporters in Shopian today appealed Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti to intervene and present army men from harassing and forcing sumo drivers to ferry army personnel.
A local news gathering agency CNS quoted some drivers as saying that they were in a quagmire of oppression.
Another driver showed a bullet mark on his body saying that he also received a bullet while ferrying soldiers.
“This practice should end. We should not be used as human shields and the government has to intervene sooner than later,” the drivers said.

Scholar, man of God, lone son of parents is no more

May 31: Aqib Ahmed Lone had returned home along with his bag and baggage from the Dar-ul-Uloom in Panjgam last week, with a new title: Aqib Molvi. The newly qualified Hafiz-e-Quran had also secured his first commission: to lead the Taraweeh prayers at Noorpora village during the month of Ramadan. On Friday he spent most of his time in packing and preparing to leave for the village, where he was to lead the Taraweeh prayers on Saturday evening. Little did he know that he would be lowered into a grave the same evening.
“Being Hafiz-e-Quran (one who has memorised the Quran), people of Noorpora had approached him to lead Taraweeh prayers in their masjid during the month of fasting, to which he had agreed. He was all set to leave for the village on Saturday evening but, after hearing about the killing of Hizb commander Sabzar Ahmed Bhat at about noon, he drove straight to Saimooh on his two-wheeler to participate in his funeral prayers,” said his cousin Iran Maqbool.
Aqib’s mother had forbidden him to go to Saimoh village, where Sabzar Bhat was killed. “But he was restless to have a last glimpse of Sabzar. He did not listen to his mother. He took a bath and applied attar (perfume) on his body before leaving home. He told his mother that he would return in an hour. Who knew he would be lowered in the grave even before Sabzar,” Iran Maqbool said.
Arif, another cousin, said Aqib was the best orator in the village and had addressed the gathering of protesters at Saimoh from atop a Chinar tree, at a short distance from the encounter site. “Some local youths told us that the forces targeted him when they saw him addressing the gathered youth,” Maqbool told media.
Arif was hit by a bullet on his forehead. He was rushed to the sub-district hospital (SDH) at Tral but the doctors there pronounced him already dead.
Arif’s neighbours remember him as morally upright and a man with deep Islamic knowledge. “Arif was not only Hafiz but Qari (one who can recite the Quran) and Islamic scholar as well. His Khutbas (sermons) were always thought-provoking. One always wondered how he had such a deep understanding of religion,” said his neighbour Nazir Ahmed.
Arif was the lone son of his parents. His elder sister is also an Alima and teaches at a Dar-ul-Uloom. The younger sister is a Class 10 student.
“In his death, not only his family has lost its lone son but also the village has lost its scholar,” Ahmed said.
Arifs father Abdul Rashid Dar is in such a state of shock that he cannot walk without support.
“He always wanted to see his son as an Islamic scholar. He toiled hard to ensure good Islamic education to his children. But the government forces have shattered all his dreams. He is not in a position to talk, and cannot walk without support,” a relative of the family told a group of people who had visited the family for condolences
.Man’s bullet-riddled body found in Pulwama

May 19: A bullet-riddled body of a man was recovered from Gadoora village in Pulwama district on Friday. The body of Muhammad Yousuf Lone son of Sonaullah Lone was recovered from a Nallah near Newa village today morning. Lone’s killing triggered massive pro-freedom and anti-India protests in his native village.
A huge number of people participated in his funeral prayers, which were offered twice, one in the morning and other after Friday prayers. Witnesses said that two militants also appeared in his funeral procession and offered gun salute to him by firing several rounds in air.
Locals alleged that he was killed by the government forces who had launched a cordon and search operation in a nearby Hakripora village on many 18 night. However, police refuted the allegation.
“Some gun shots were heard at around 10 pm at a time when a nearby village was under cordon. In the morning his body was found in a Nallah. He was living a normal life. Nobody in the village can trust the police claim that he was killed by militants,” locals told media.
One of the relatives of the slain said that Lone left his home at 5 pm on May 18 and went to his under-construction house in his native village.
“When he did not return till late evening we called him on his mobile number several times but there was no response to our repeated calls. We did not sleep all the night and in the morning we were informed that his bullet-riddled body is lying in a Nallah,” he said.
Lone, a farmer, according to his family was living a normal life and had no links with militants now. He is survived by his wife and three children including a 15- year-old daughter.
Sources said that the slain was arrested several times for having links with militants. He had also received bullet injuries in his right arm during a shootout in Sangam area several years ago.
A police official wishing anonymity said that slain was working as an over ground worker for militants but denied that forces killed him.
“His body was found two kilometers away from the village which was under cordon. Forces are no way involved in his killing. During our initial investigation it was found that militants killed him last night. We have registered a case and further investigations have been taken up, “ the official told media.
In a statement issued here, a police spokesman said that initial investigation has revealed that militants fired upon Lone.
“A case FIR number 174/2017 under section 302 RPC and 7/27 Arms Act has been registered in police station Pulwama,” the spokesman said.
However, the locals accused the armed forces of killing him. 

5 cops, 2 guards killed in Kashmir’s Kulgam as Hizbul militants target cash van

May 01: Five policemen and two bank guards were killed in an attack on a cash van of J&K Bank in Phambai area of Kulgam in South Kashmir.
The cash van was returning after dispensing cash to local bank branches when it was attacked. Media reported, Bank officials denied reports that the militants looted Rs 50 lakh from the van. The five Jammu and Kashmir policemen and the two guards killed in the attack were locals.
The policemen were identified as assistant sub inspector Mohd. Yousaf, Farooq Ahmad, Ishfaq Ahmad, Mohammad Qasim and Muzaffar Ahmad.
The two security guards killed were Javeed Reshi and Muzaffar Ahmed Laway.
Militant outfit Hizbul Mujhadeen claimed responsibility for the attack. However, a spokesperson told local news agency CNS that the victims were shot dead by securitymen.
“We didn’t attack the vehicle with intent to loot the cash. We have enough cash. We condemn the killing of the bank employees and want to clarify that they were shot dead by the securitymen,” Hizbul spokesperson Burhanuddin said.

Why Are People Protesting in Kashmir?
A Citizen’s report on the violation of democratic rights in the Kashmir Valley in 2016

On May 11, A Citizens Report titled “Why Are People Protesting in Kashmir?” was released in Delhi based on the findings of a delegation to Kashmir last year. The report was release followed by a panel discussion moderated by Gautam Mody of New Trade Union Initiative, and member of the citizens’ team that visited Kashmir, who also introduced the report and stressed its key demands. The panel included Indira Jaising, Senior Advocate and former Advocate General of India, Sanjay Kak, filmmaker and Kavita Krishnan of All India Progressive Women’s Association and also member of the citizens’ team that visited Kashmir. The gathering was further addressed by Rajendra Ravi of National Alliance of Peoples’ Movements and Ashok Choudhary of All India Union of Forest Working People as well as well-known human rights defender from JKCCS, Khurram Parvez.
The report is a report of conversations, interviews and discussions Citizen’s team had, with ordinary people of Kashmir, whose lives have been disrupted, who have lost members of their families to pellet, bullets, PAVA and the PSA, and whose democratic rights have been clamped down.
These citizens, who represent social movements, human rights organisations, peoples’ groups and trade unions, have spoken with lawyers, trading and business communities, state government employees and their unions, members of student unions, human right defenders, political organisations and parties, social welfare organisations, doctors and paramedics, scholars and journalists.
Executive summary of the report:
On July 8, 2016, the Indian Army and Jammu & Kashmir Police killed three Hizbul Mujahideen commanders Burhan Wani, Sartaj Sheikh and Pervaiz Lashkari in an ‘encounter’ in Kokernag. Following the killing, the valley broke out into mass protests, which sprang from rural villages in Kashmir and extended to its towns and cities. Mourners and protestors attempting to reach Burhan Wani's funeral in his hometown of Tral were met with fire fired upon by state forces, triggering a cycle of public protest demonstrations that was met by sever state repression. In the first three days alone, over 30 protestors lost their lives in firing by state forces. In four months, 102 unarmed civilians were killed by the Indian army, the J&K Police and central paramilitary forces. According to reports in the media, more than 15,000 people were injured by armed firing, and in pellet firing and shelling. Hundreds were blinded by the use of pellet guns, most of whom are young and many are minors. A regime of indiscriminate arrests and false charges was let loose.
In November 2016, twenty five citizens of India visited Kashmir over a period of 10 days to understand first-hand the situation of the people of the Kashmir valley that emerged in the summer of 2016, and look into the roots of discontentment. These citizens represent various people’s movements, human rights groups, women and youth organisations, trade unions, individuals who are journalists, writers and filmmakers from the states of Gujarat, Delhi, Jammu & Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Nagaland, Odisha, Tamil Nadu and Telangana, whose objective was to listen to the voices of the people of Kashmir. Over 10 days, members of the team visited the districts of Anantnag, Bandipora, Baramulla, Budgam, Ganderbal, Kulgam, Kupwara, Pulwama, Shopian and Srinagar. The members met with families of those who have been killed by the Indian Army, the Border Security Force (BSF), the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), and the J&K Police (JKP), including the Special Operations Group (SOG) and Special Task Forces (STF). We met with families of those who have disappeared or have been jailed, including human rights defenders. We also met with victims grievously injured, including those blinded by pellet gunfire and PAVA (short for PELARGONIC Acid Vanillyl Amide, an organic compound found in natural chilli pepper) shell fire over these past four-and-a-half-months.
Members also met with lawyers, including the leadership of the J&K Bar Association (JKBA); trading and business communities, including the Kashmir Economic Alliance (KEA), Kashmir Fruit Growers & Dealers Association and district-level traders’ federations; state government employees and their unions, including the Employees’ Joint Action Committee (EJAC); students’ unions; human rights defenders including the Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) and the Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons; political organisations and parties including the Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF), other member parties of the All Party Hurriyat Conference, Jammu & Kashmir Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), and the Muslim League; Kashmiri Pandit community, including the Kashmiri Pandit Sangharsh Samiti (KPSS); relief, voluntary and social welfare organisations including the Kashmir Centre for Social and Development Studies, Firdous Educational Trust for Orphans as well as scholars, academics, journalists, doctors and paramedics, artists, and theatre professionals.
Since our return from the Kashmir valley, by the end of 2016, public attention shifted away from Jammu and Kashmir, and the familiar cyclical narrative of Kashmir ‘limping back to normalcy’ dominated the press in India, and the summer of 2016, like other previous summers of unrest was seen as having ended with the ‘restoration’ of an uneasy ‘calm’. However, the year 2017 has seen an escalation in violence. In comparison to the first three months of 2016, January-March 2017 saw a rise in the numbers of deaths of civilians, militants and armed forces personnel. In this light, and with continuing protests in the valley at this moment, we believe it is all the more important to present the findings of this report.
Following the alleged extrajudicial killing of 8 July, in the violence unleashed by state armed forces unarmed protests were met with sustained attack by the Indian Army, J&K police and paramilitary, including with the use of pellet guns, PAVA shells and firearms. We learnt of several deaths caused by targeted killings of unarmed civilians by armed forces in the absence of protests or demonstrations. Most deaths we came across have been caused by injuries waist-above, without any warning fire. Deaths and injuries caused by pellet guns too are all above the waist and preponderantly at eye level causing blinding or long-term ophthalmic damage. In the case of deaths, we learnt that the J&K Police has lodged ‘cross’ FIRs using similar and repetitive, if not identical, charges of the victim being ‘anti-national’. These government actions amount to a violation of the right to life.
Families that have pursued the legal remedy to identify the representatives of the Indian Army, J&K police and paramilitary, including those granted immunity under the Armed Forces (Jammu and Kashmir) Special Powers Act, 1990, who engaged in acts of killing innocent people, have become targets of repeated arrests, torture and raids. These government actions amount to criminal intimidation and have served as a deterrent to many families from pursuing the course of justice.
Of the papers of those who have been arrested, especially under the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978 (PSA), that we were able to look at, the charges lack prima facie substance and employ similar, if not identical, language. We spent a morning attending proceedings at the J&K High Court. In all the cases involving arrests under the PSA, including the case of PSA filed against human rights defender Khurram Pervez, the Government Counsel merely sought to delay cases by seeking more time to file documents when in fact the FIR/case dossier forms the basis of the arrest. We came across several cases of those who won their release through the courts, being promptly rearrested on the basis of new FIRs filed against them by the government. Cases of arrests of minors, including under the PSA, were also brought to our notice. These government actions amount to a violation of the principles of natural justice.
Families of detained and arrested persons also brought to our attention instances of grievous custodial torture by government interrogators in police stations and jails, indicating the levels of impunity enjoyed by the Indian Army, under the Armed Forces (Jammu and Kashmir) Special Powers Act, 1990, and the state police, under the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978. People also reported that multiple wings of the intelligence were in operation, causing fear, mistrust and suspicion among people.
In the towns and villages where there were killings by the Indian Army, J&K police and paramilitary, we met with ordinary people who narrated a cycle of search and seizure raids following killings, and of indiscriminate firing, including at funerals and memorial gatherings. In several of these instances the Indian Army, J&K police and paramilitary broke windows and destroyed household goods, livestock, and food rations in peoples’ homes. In several of the villages and towns we visited, the armed forces, during their search and seizure operations, routinely destroy the local electricity transformer or sub-station, denying the entire village or locality access to electricity. These government actions amount to handing out collective punishment. Women spoke of being subjected to violence and molestation by the Indian Army, J&K police and paramilitary, and reported several instances of verbal and physical abuse during the search and seizure operations. Paramedics working in the government health system reported that during this period they witnessed a significant increase in the number of miscarriages, which were caused by physical violence. These government actions amount to a violation of every law and the international covenant that is aimed at protecting women from sexual and other forms of violence.
We were very moved by the extraordinary efforts of the doctors, nurses and paramedics of the state’s public health system in responding to the huge number of cases of those injured by the Indian Army, J&K police and paramilitary. Most of them, at various points during heightened state violence in the summer, have worked twenty-four hours a day, two to three days at a stretch. We, however, found that many doctors were harassed by government intelligence to reveal the identity of their patients. The J&K police and paramilitary have also raided hospitals, including in one instance a women’s ward. We met with ambulance drivers who were intimidated and threatened by the armed forces for ferrying the injured. We learnt that pharmacies and kitchens set up by relief and social welfare organisations and the business community, who stepped in to assist the government hospitals in meeting the extraordinary challenge of saving lives, were disbanded by the armed forces. In at least one case, a key leader of this ‘critical assistance’, as described by a senior government doctor, was arrested and jailed for over a fortnight. These government actions against emergency relief workers and health professionals are in violation of international covenants and India’s own commitment to UN treaties.
We were witness to the closure of local town and village mosques by government authorities, across the Kashmir valley, including the Jamia Masjid in Srinagar and Jamia Masjid in Shopian. These government actions amount to violation of the right to freedom of religion.
We were witness to the ban on internet on mobile telephone services. We also noted from media reports of raids at newspaper offices, the shutting down of all newspapers in Kashmir for three days in July, and the blanket ban on the publishing of the newspaper Kashmir Reader. These government actions amount to a violation of the right to freedom of speech and internationally accepted norms of freedom of the press.
We noted the targeting of J&K state government employees, including the summary dismissal of 12 employees and the denial of salaries, issuing of show cause notices, and the suspension of several others. Office bearers of government employees’ unions who have protested these government actions of unfair labour practice have been detained or arrested. These government actions amount to a violation of the right to freedom of association.
We witnessed the people’s affirmative response to the strike call issued by the All Party Hurriyat Conference through the nine days that we were in Kashmir. We see this as the resilience and resoluteness of the resistance of the people of Kashmir against the actions of the Indian state.
Nearly every voice that we heard of the Kashmir peoples talked of the long-standing Kashmir dispute from the days of India’s independence and partition, the division of Kashmir between India and Pakistan in 1948, and the sustained efforts of the peoples of Kashmir to assert their right to self-determination. From common people we heard articulate accounts of what they have faced from the Indian state and, in particular, of the sustained attack on their democratic rights from 1989 onwards. The failure of the Indian state and every government since independence to address the political sentiments of Kashmir’s peoples is a source of both hurt and enormous resentment.
We heard from every quarter we spoke to that, in this present phase, the BJP government at the centre and the PDP-BJP government in J&K has refused to address the strongly felt sentiments of the peoples of Kashmir. The stubbornness of the BJP government at the centre and the PDP-BJP government in J&K to dialogue with the people of the Kashmir valley and their representatives is well documented in the media. The PDP, in our meeting with them, confirmed Delhi’s policy of non- dialogue and non-compromise and set out their support for this policy.
We also noted that, alongside this, the BJP government at the centre has sought to create a war-like situation with Pakistan along the border of J&K, employing the alleged Uri attack to build a Hindu majoritarian sentiment against Kashmir, Pakistan and those of the Islamic faith.
We conclude that the BJP government at the centre and the PDP-BJP government in J&K are engaged in actions that amount to a complete violation of universally accepted human and democratic rights and of the very Indian Constitution, they claim to want to impose in the Kashmir valley. With use of government force and the rest of the machinery at their disposal, the government has acted and continues to act in grievous violation of the right to life, the right to free speech, the right to freedom of association, the right to freedom of religion, the right to freedom of press and the principles of natural justice. We are also distressed by the fact that senior members of the BJP government have made, and continue to make, inflammatory and provocative statements against the peoples of Kashmir. Regrettably, the parliamentary opposition has lacked the political courage and will to call upon the accountability of government actions.
We also conclude that the actions of the BJP government at the centre and the PDP- BJP government in J&K are acts of vengeance aimed at forcing the peoples of Kashmir into subjugation by using every possible force available to the government for breaking the peoples’ resolve for a democratic settlement to achieve their aspirations. As representatives of diverse peoples’ movements, trade unions and other organisations in India, and as India’s citizens, we can say without reservation that the actions of the Indian state in Kashmir amount to profound violation of democratic and human rights. Hence, we call upon the Government of India to forthwith:
1. Recognise the Kashmir dispute and accept that its resolution can only come through a political solution, not through military intervention and a suppression of all human and democratic rights;
2. Withdraw the army and other paramilitary forces including the Central Reserve Police Force, Border Security Force and Indo Tibetan Border Police from civilian areas of Jammu and Kashmir;
3. Repeal the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978 and the Armed Forces (Jammu and Kashmir) Special Powers Act, 1990;
4. Release all political prisoners and, in particular, all prisoners arrested under the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978;
5. Grant access to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights for a UN fact- finding mission in Jammu & Kashmir;
6. Establish a judicial tribunal under the supervision of the Supreme Court to examine all cases of extra-judicial killings, including that of BurhanWani;
7. Enter into an open and transparent dialogue, without pre-conditions, with all sections of the Kashmir peoples and their representatives in order to bring about a resolution of the Kashmir dispute that recognises the aspirations of people to determine their own destiny through demonstrably democratic means.
We also call upon all Indian citizens to recognise that the actions of the Indian state in the Kashmir valley are far removed from the values of a democratic republic and beyond the pale by any acceptable norms of a civilised society in the 21st century. We call upon all Indian peoples to ensure that the injustices against Kashmir’s peoples are brought to an end and their democratic aspirations addressed.
Signatories Amirtharaj Stephen, Photographer Anuradha Bhasin, Pakistan India Peoples Forum for Peace and Democracy Bilal Khan, Ghar Bachao Ghar Banao Andolan Devisingh Tomar, Narmada Bachao Andolan Gautam Mody, New Trade Union Initiative Id Khajuria, Pakistan India Peoples Forum for Peace and Democracy Jatin Desai, Pakistan India Peoples Forum for Peace and Democracy Kavita Krishnan, All India Progressive Women’s Association Lakshmi Premkumar, Researcher Madhuresh Kumar, National Alliance of Peoples Movements Medha Patkar, Narmada Bachao Andolan Mujahid Nafees, National Forum on Right to Education

Media reports casting doubt over Uri ‘Encounter’
‘Militants’ killed in Uri turn out to be elderly men

May 27: A local Srinagar based English daily Kashmir Reader published a story raising the doubts on the claim made by the army after killing two ‘militants’ in Uri sector on May 25 night. Both the bodies were brought to Gantamulla graveyard, where mostly unidentified militants were buried, for burial on May 26 night under the cover of darkness. 
The Kashmir Reader report read, for the gravedigger who buried them and the locals who saw the burial were shocked to see that the slain men were both elderly, too old to be militants.
A local who was present at the graveyard said that both the men who were buried were so old that they seemed to be in their 80s.
The slain duo was buried in two graves that had been dug days ago for the two unidentified militants killed last week in Handwara area. Those militants were not brought to the graveyard for some reason. Their graves had been lying open since then.[image: ]Photos of alleged militants-courtesy KR 

Locals of Gantamulla are now demanding that the army’s claim be investigated, as the men who were buried on Friday night were too aged to be militants.
Army rebuts KR story, makes charge of biased reportage
Dear Editor,
1. Apropos your News Paper report titled “Militants killed in Uri turn out to be elderly men” filed by Mr Mushtaq Ahmed on 28 May 17.
2. The Army unequivocally rejects this uncorroborated report which is evidently aimed at inciting anti-establishment sentiments with baseless claims. Your newspaper has obviously disregarded the Army’s view which was presented by its spokesperson during a press briefing on 26 May 17 in Uri.
3. It is reiterated that the Army had spotted two armed intruders near their post on 26 May 17. On being challenged, the intruders opened fire and were killed in the ensuing fire-fight. Weapons and other war like stores were recovered. The bodies of the terrorists were later handed over to the police.
4. It is also observed with concern that your correspondents never verify a report from the concerned security forces which invariably leads to biased reportage thus violating journalistic ethics and norms. Taking the perspectives of all parties involved will only lend more credibility to your paper.
5. You are requested to issue the rebuttal prominently in your newspaper and advise your correspondent to adhere to PCI guidelines before filing a report.
KR’s Response
Our story was based on statements of the gravedigger and locals of Gantamulla who saw the men being buried and noticed that they were of old age. It was they who raised questions over the army’s claim, we merely reported them, properly attributed the claims and also published photographs of the men who were buried in the Gantamulla graveyard on the night of May 26, 2017. As for the army version, we published it as the Lead Story the previous day, ‘Army foils BAT attack, kills 2 militants’ (edition dated May 27, 2017), a report that was entirely based on the official version, with statements quoted in full of Army spokesperson Colonel Rajesh Kalia. The credibility of this newspaper is of paramount importance, to none more so than this newspaper itself. We strongly refute the army’s charge that our correspondents “never verify a report from the concerned security forces”. Most of our reports carry the official version or confirmation, denial, etc, from the concerned quarters and in cases when we are unable to have such confirmation, mostly because the officials do not care to pick up calls or respond to queries, we publish that fact as well. Impressions of bias will occur to different people in different aspects, based on their perspective or prejudice; that, however, is of no interest to us, for our duty and our principles are to report facts as they are, to convey only that which we ourselves learn in the course of our work.

Budgam Human Shield Victim Disturbed over awarding the Army Officer 

This month, as well, was dominated by the news of April Budgam human shield case, as there were disturbing developments in the case, the army officer responsible for using the youth as human shield was awarded.  The victim has been diagnosed with 'Acute Stress Disorder' by doctors at SMHS Hospital after being examined following directions by State Human Rights Commission (SHRC).
On April 9, during parliamentary by-polls in Budgam district, 27-year-old Farooq Ahmad Dar son of Abdul Rahim Dar of Chill Brasss Budgam was tortured and tied to an army jeep and paraded through several villages in Budgam district for nearly five hours before his family members and villagers got him released from the army custody in the evening. The video of the incident went viral and invited large-scale condemnation from civil society groups and politicians alike. 
While talking to The Informative Missive Farooq stated, “It was a horrible experience. I never took part in stone pelting. I still feel that I am tied with the jeep. It keeps haunting me.”
He further stated, “It is not less than rubbing salt on a fresh and open wound by awarding the person (army officer) with an award. It would further encourage the armywala to repeat with others what he has done with me”. 
On May 22, Major Leetul Gogoi has been awarded by the Army for his ‘sustained efforts’ in counter-insurgency operations.
The Army Chief’s ‘Commendation Card’ for Major Gogoi is seen as an indication that he is unlikely to be implicated for the incident by a Court of Inquiry which the Army maintains is still going on.
“Major Gogoi has been awarded Chief of Army Staff’s Commendation Card for sustained efforts in counter-insurgency operations,” Army spokesperson Col Aman Anand said.
The Army Chief’s ‘Commendation Card’ is considered a prestigious award and is given for distinguished services and devotion to duties.
“I failed to understand by which standard, the torturing and tying a civilian with a military jeep is a bravery for which the Major was awarded,” Farooq questioned. 
On May 23, in a first of its kind press conference held in an military camp in central Kashmir, the army Major Leetul Gogoi involved in using Farooq as human shield, said that if he hadn't done that "at least 12 or more lives" would have been lost, and that "had I fired there would have been many casualties."
The army said that the court of inquiry being conducted into the incident is still on, denying clean chit has been given to the accused army officer while the JKP, IGP said FIR against the accused army officer has not been quashed.
“Once the FIR is lodged, the investigation begins. Then whatever result comes out it is a different thing. First the investigation will take place. Then it will be seen what is the wrong or right,” IGP Muneer Khan told reporters on the sidelines of a function. 
In a disturbing statement, Indian army chief General Bipin Rawat said, “Major Leetul Gogoi would face no major action even if the military investigations find him guilty”.
On May 24, another statement which comes from not less than Indian Defence Minister Arun Jaitley who stated, ““Military solutions are to be provided by military officers, not through comments of politicians. How a situation is to be dealt with when you are in a war-like zone, we should allow our Army officers to take a decision. They don’t have to consult Members of Parliament as to what they should do under these circumstances”.
   On the same day Indian Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari while applauding the army Major Leetul Gogoi recommended him for Padma Bhushan. “I feel he (Major Gogoi) should be awarded Padma Bhushan,” the Minister stated. 
Two days later on May 26, BJP president Amit Shah said that he supported the decision of an Army major to tie a man to a jeep as a "shield" against stone-pelters in Kashmir.
Responding to a question on the action of Major Leetul Gogoi, he said, "I appreciate it and also support it," Shah told a press conference on the completion of three years of the Modi government.
On May 28, taking suo-motto cognizance of the human shield incident, State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) had directed SMHS Hospital to get the victim examined free of cost at the institute and submit his medical report to the commission.
"Psychiatric consultation was done for features of anxiety/ stress which diagnosed him with ‘Acute Stress Disorder’ with Trauma Screening Questionnaire (TSQ) score of 8 out of 10," reads Dar’s medical report.
“They (army and police) were talking about the investigations tell me how they are perusing the investigations without taking my statement,” Farooq said while doubting the investigation claims.
On May 29, Human Rights Watch has strongly reacted to the statement of Indian army chief Bipin Rawat on “Human Shield” issue.
Human Rights Watch Executive Director Keneth Roth, tweeted saying Indian Army Chief shows “Criminal Leadership”.
“Indian army chief shows criminal leadership, backing as ‘innovative troops’ use of Kashmir man as a human shield,” Keneth Roth tweeted.


JKCCS APPEAL TO ALL COMBATANTS

 May 19: Since last many years Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) has tried to impress upon the government of India, Pakistan and the Kashmiri armed insurgent groups to adhere to the principles of the International Humanitarian Law during their combat operations in Jammu and Kashmir.
 	In the recent few months there have been huge number of extrajudicial killings by the Indian armed forces and an indiscriminate use of force against the civilians. Also the Indian state has resorted to tactics of collective punishment on the civilian population for providing support to the armed insurgents. Cordon and search operations, widespread torture and beatings to the civilians, using civilians as human shields, preventing the ambulances to ferry the injured to the hospitals, ransacking and vandalization of civilian properties, attacks on college premises, banning of internet etc are some of the allegations against the Indian armed forces and Jammu and Kashmir Police.
 	On the other hand, armed insurgents have been accused of killing workers of the political parties, attacks on banks, throwing of grenades and attacking the armed forces at the public places, ransacking of the houses of police personnel and threatening their family members and killing of a soldier on leave after abduction.
 	Also there have been news reports about the beheading of the two Indian army personnel in Poonch district by Pakistani army deployed along the Ceasefire Line (defacto border) and the killings of civilians due to border skirmishes between Indian and Pakistani army.
 	It is in this context JKCCS would like to reiterate its demand for insurgent groups and Indian armed forces involved in the Jammu and Kashmir armed conflict, which according to our understanding is an international armed conflict, and all the parties involved in the hostilities must always abide by principles of the International Humanitarian Law.
 	India and Pakistan are signatories to Geneva Conventions and other International humanitarian instruments, which regulate conduct of combat in all conflict situations.
 	United Jehad Council (UJC), the umbrella organization of all the insurgent groups operating in Jammu and Kashmir, besides having its own Code of Conduct has on various occasions assured the people of Jammu and Kashmir that it believes in abiding by the four covenants of the Geneva Conventions. More clearly it was in October 2007, while signing the Unilateral Declaration on the Ban of use of landmines, the UJC reiterated its commitment to abide by all four covenants of Geneva Conventions.
 	Despite all the public commitments by India and Kashmiri insurgent groups, the people of Jammu and Kashmir continue to witness loss of civilian lives, destruction of their property and denial of their civil and political rights.
 	There have been consistent media reports in the last few months about the escalation in the direct hostilities between the state and non-state forces. Amid the obvious political simmer, and reported ‘prospect of hot summer’ coupled with many recent civilian killings, we as a civil society organisation feel duty-bound to remind the state as well as non-state actors of their moral/legal/religious obligations towards people.
 	We would like to remind India, Pakistan and the UJC in the context of continuing armed conflict, about their responsibilities in protecting civilian lives, property and civil rights.
 	We call upon all the combatants whether state or non-state and their political leadership to abide by the following minimum and basic principles derived from International Humanitarian Law and other universally accepted principles:
1. During operations combatants must not target civilian objects, civilians and those not directly participating in armed hostilities.
2. During military operations, constant care must be taken to spare civilian population, and civilian objects.
3. In order to avoid civilian casualties, military installations in and around population centers must not be created. Attacks against such military objectives which are expected to cause disproportionate civilian casualties and damage must not be launched.
4. During and after the combat operations wounded and sick must be collected and cared for.
5. Civilians must not be taken hostage for any reason or/and in any circumstances.
6. During operations when enemy fighters are taken prisoners, they must be treated humanely; they must not be tortured, killed or disappeared in custody.
7. The dead must be respected and their bodies not mutilated. When mortal remains are unidentified, every effort must be made to preserve evidence that could lead to their eventual identification. Graves should be marked. Where the identity of a dead person is known (whether friend or enemy), next of the kin should be promptly informed.
8. Family members of those involved in direct hostilities (insurgents, police and armed forces personnel) must be exactly treated like civilians and not arrested/abducted, threatened, assaulted or discriminated against.
9. Ambulances, medical personnel and fire fighting personnel who take no active part in hostilities must not be attacked, nor obstructed from performing their humanitarian duties.
10. Places of worship and those taking refuge in them must not be attacked in any circumstances.
11. Minorities, women, children, older people and disabled should always be respected and no attempts should be made to infringe upon their rights, dignity and safety.
12. Vehicles and buildings bearing emblems of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent should be respected. These emblems must not be used to deceive enemy during hostilities. 

RHETORIC VERSUS REALITY
INDIA UNDER UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW [UPR] OF UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHT COUNCIL AMID RELENTLESS VIOLENCE IN KASHMIR

JKCCS Press Release
May 3: The last week of May every year is recognized internationally as the International Week of the Disappeared and is an opportunity to remember the disappeared, and acknowledge the struggle of their families. This year, tomorrow on 4th of May, India’s human rights record will be reviewed in the United Nations Human Rights Council (UN HRC) under the “Universal Periodic Review” (UPR) system by which States subject themselves to a review - by other States - of their human rights record. Since 2006, when the UPR process began, India has been reviewed twice - 2008 and 2012 and 4 May 2017 is India’s third cycle of UPR.
India’s UPR comes at a time of widespread and systematic violence in Indian-administered Jammu & Kashmir. In 2016, 383 people were killed (including 145 civilians). A majority of the killings of civilians took place between July and December 2016 when a popular uprising was met with brutal State violence. This year alone so far 98 people have been killed (including 35 civilians). The recent violence mirrors the overall situation over the last two decades in the region with an estimated 70,000+ persons killed, 8000+ enforced disappearances, widespread torture and sexual violence, arbitrary detentions, and curbs on fundamental freedoms including religion, opinion and association. Accompanying this violence has been near complete impunity for the State forces. Despite domestic law warranting investigations – and on occasion courts directing the State to act against forces accused of violations – the perpetrators continue to enjoy impunity of violence are protected.
India’s UPR provides yet another opportunity for the international community to stand by principles of truth, justice and rule of law. As directly relevant to Indian-administered Kashmir, in the past two UPR sessions recommendations have been made to: ratify the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (India has merely “Noted” these recommendations), become party to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (“Noted”), review the law granting special powers to the armed forces (in the context of Jammu and Kashmir: Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 1990) (“Noted”), Cooperate with the Special Procedures (while India has “Accepted” this recommendation, neither the Special Procedures on Torture nor Enforced Disappearance have been granted a visit), and recommendations on justice for violations by security forces (“Noted”).
As evidenced by India’s conduct and past statements and reports, including its “National Report” for this years UPR, India refuses to allow for any discussion on the reality of the situation in Indian-administered Kashmir. A part of this refusal - often masked by rhetoric and generalizations – is the absence of any acknowledgement that that enforced disappearances are a widespread and serious phenomenon in Indian-administered Kashmir. In the past, India had similarly treated enforced disappearances in the State of Punjab. The resultant impunity had, to some extent, allowed for the continuation of the same phenomenon in Indian-administered Kashmir. In the National Report, it is stated that India is “concerned” with enforced disappearances and is “cooperating” with the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances”. In reality, not a single disappeared persons has been found or re-surfaced and successive governments have either flatly refused that enforced disappearances exist in Indian-administered Kashmir or they have made contradictory and vague statements regarding the number and fate of disappeared persons. Further, not a single State forces personnel has been prosecuted – let alone convicted – for the crime of enforced disappearance (that in its entirety is yet to be even legislated as a crime). The connected issue of unmarked and mass graves (7000+), recognized by the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) in 2011 (2156 graves in three districts of North Kashmir), and the European Parliament in its resolution in July 2008, has not been addressed by the government. The government has refused to carry out any investigations into the graves citing, amongst other points, its inability to do so (despite the European Parliament offering financial assistance for the investigations).
Despite the conduct of the Indian State, and the limitations of the UPR process, APDP submitted a report in September 2016 with 17 recommendations for the UPR as it is vital that the international community continue to be engaged on the issue of Indian-administered Kashmir and APDP has urged that moral pressure be brought upon the Indian State to act as per principles of law and justice. Key recommendations include that a United Nations fact-finding mission or Commission of Inquiry be constituted and allowed access to Indian-administered Kashmir, and in addition, a permanent UN HRC Special Procedure be created to monitor all human rights violations in Indian and Pakistan administered Kashmir.

IB’s bizarre submission blocking Khurram’s Geneva visit

The Indian intelligence agency Intelligence Bureau (IB) submitted a weird report to National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) where a petition was filed by Henri Tiphange, a Maduria based human rights activist seeking reasons for blocking Khurram Parvez’s Geneva visit last year. 
Last year, on September 14, Khurram Parvez was prevented from travelling to Geneva as immigration authorities detained him at the Indra Gandhi International Airport (IGIA) at New Delhi for about one-and-half-hours without showing any written orders to that effect and his detention by immigration authorities was in violiation of Fundamental Rights enshrined in the Indian Constitution. It also urged for an appropriate action against those responsible for harassment of Khurram Parvez and to ensure that Govt. of India remove all restrictions on his foreign travels. 
The IB submission was based on concoctions and constructed on lies to justify blocking of Khurram Parvez’s Geneva visit. The bizarre IB submission revolves around linking Khurram with a Hurriyat leader to dilute his human rights activist stature.  
Text of IB submission, the copy of which lies with The Informative Missive
It may be mentioned that Khurram Parvez (Programme Coordinator, J&K Coalition of Civil Society–JKCCS is a valley based Human Rights activist having anti-India and Pro-separatist disposition. He regularly organizes seminars and conferences in the valley and publishes many reports, all on similar themes.  He maintains close links with prominent separatist leaders in the valley, and has also participated in conferences/seminars organized by them on such themes.  
With the view to internationalize the ongoing disturbances and to castigate Indian policies, a letter similar of the one written by SAS Geelani (Chairman, APHC-G) to various world leaders seeking urgent intervention vis-à-vis deteriorating political and humanitarian situation in the state was dispatched by Khurram Parvez on July 16 to UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and other Special Rapporteurs of UN. At the behest of Geelani, a four member team led by Khurram Parvez met foreign diplomats as well as representatives of HR organizations based in Delhi during last week of August and apprised them of the current situation and sought their intervention. Khurram Parvez had planned to attend the session of UN Rapporteur, Working Group Members and EU Parliamentarians at Brussels. He would have taken strong anti-India and pro-Pak stance at UNHRC Session in Geneva, had he proceeded there. 
During the current unrest in Kashmir valley, Khurram Parvez was at the forefront of propagating separatist narrative among the valley-based civil society activists.  Four criminal cases viz. FIR No. 74/16 u/s, 307, 147, 148, 336, 149, RPC dated 29.07.2016 PS Ram Munshi Bagh, 72/16, u/s 147 148, 336, 332 RPC dated 09.07.2016 PS Ram Munshi Bagh, 78/16 u/s 147,148,336 RPC dated 10.08.2016 PS Ram Munshi Bagh and 39/2016 u/s 147,148,149,336 RPC dated 29.08.2016 PS Zadibal have been registered against Khurram Parvez for inciting violence in the district of Srinagar.  
Earlier, during April, 2016 he came under adverse notice for maligning and discrediting the JK Police and Security forces in the wake of a false allegation of molestation (April 12) of a minor girl at Handwara by an Army personnel.  Khurram Parvez and his cohorts were noticed to influence the minor girl to maintain that she had made the statement exonerating the Army personnel of any wrongdoing under police pressure.  It may be mentioned that the girl, in her statement (April 16) before the Chief Judicial Magistrate, Handwara, had denied any molestation by army personnel, and instead had blamed a local youth of instigating the incident.  She had maintained the same position in her statement before the Police on April 12, video recording of which later surfaced on virtual media platforms.  
Khurram Parvez is engaged in propagating anti-India narrative and at times engaged in fomenting trouble and creating law and order situations. He seldom speaks against the killings of civilians by terrorists in J&K and uses the cover of HR to further the separatist agenda.  
In light of above facts, ‘LOC’ against Khurram Parvez and four others got opened on September 12, 2016 and he was prevented from proceeding to Geneva on September 14.

Acquitted After 16 Years in Jail, Kashmiri Man Imagines a Life That Could’ve Been

On May 20, after languishing in different jails in Delhi and Uttar Pradesh for the past 16 years, 44-year-old Gulzar Ahmed Wani was acquitted by a court in Barabanki, UP of the charges of carrying out the Sabarmati Express train blast in 2000 that killed nine.
A resident of the Tapper Bala area of North Kashmir’s Baramulla district, Wani was 28 and a second-year PhD student in the Department of Arabic at Aligarh Muslim University when he was picked up on July 30, 2001 by Delhi police’s special branch from Kamla Nehru market in the capital. He ended up spending 16 years in jail waiting for his acquittal.
Gulzar’s family was hoping against hope and praying for his acquittal after arguments were completed by the defence lawyers earlier this month, on May 12. His father, Ghulam Muhammad Wani, travelled all the way from his home in Baramulla to Barabanki. This time, he came hoping for justice, for a reunion with his son after 16 long years of separation. He feels that justice, though delayed, was finally delivered by the court.
“He was arrested and imprisoned on false cases but the truth can never be hiden,” said Ghulam, relieved after his son’s acquittal. “We had faith in the judiciary and it has finally delivered justice to my son.”
Accusing Gulzar of conspiracy, the prosecution had earlier submitted before the court that “the blast [on board the] Sabarmati Express on 14.08.2000 was done in pursuance of the conspiracy which was hatched up (sic) in May-2000 at Habib Hall (AMU)”.
However, the defence lawyers had argued before the sessions court that the prosecution relied heavily on a witness “namely Shyam Bihari, who happens to be the sole witness of the circumstance and he is not credible because this witness has been examined thrice in all the above three sessions trial cases arising out of Crime No. 148/2000”. The witness gave different versions, the prosecution said, and so is “neither wholly reliable nor wholly unreliable.”
The additional sessions Judge M.A. Khan in his judgment acquitting Gulzar said, “The lives of students were deliberately spoiled by filing a chargesheet without any proof. Without proper legal sanctions, cognisance of the case was taken illegally.”
After his arrest in 2001, Gulzar was implicated and tried in 15 different cases, out of which seven were registered in Delhi, two in Maharashtra, and six in UP. The sessions court’s order on May 20, acquitting him in the Sabarmati express train blast, was the last case pending against Gulzar. He now stands acquitted in all the earlier cases, except one registered at Kamla Nehru police station in Delhi, in which the court quashed all charges but convicted him under Section 4 of the Explosive Substances Act. The 10-year sentence for this has already been suspended by the Delhi high court.
The cases against Gulzar started falling apart when he was acquitted in 2003 in the Gomti train blast case. Thereafter, in 2007, he was acquitted in six different FIRs registered in different police stations across Delhi. In August 2009, he was acquitted in a case registered at the Bajariya Kanpur police station in UP. In October 2010, he was acquitted in another case registered at the Swaroop Nagar police station in UP. In April, 2014, he was acquitted in a case registered at the Qaiser Bagh police station in Lucknow. Last year in April, he was acquitted of charges framed by police at Agra’s Sadar police station.
Gulzar was also accused of being a member of the Hizbul Mujahideen and police, in its chargesheet, had alleged that he “organised meetings of Hizbul cadres and SIMI activist.” Apart from alleging his involvement in the Gomti and Sabarmati express blasts, he was also accused of planting an improvised explosive device at India Gate in January 1999, of carrying out a blast in Agra during US President Bill Clinton’s visit in 2000, of carrying out a blast at the Lucknow Vidhan Sabha in August 2000 and of several other blasts. He was also accused of being on the payroll of Pakistan’s intelligence agency, the ISI.
However, all these charges levelled by police fell flat before the court, which questioned the legality of the evidence and witnesses’ statements. In almost all the cases, the witnesses were either police personnel or serving government employees.
Gulzar had moved dozens of applications for bail, but every time his plea for conditional and temporary release was turned down. All these years, he had been anticipating the day he can step out of prison.
Last month, on April 25, when a bail application was moved to the Supreme Court, the bench comprising of Chief Justice J.S. Khehar and Justice D.Y. Chandrachud termed the incarceration of Gulzar a “shame” and directed the UP government to complete the examination of witnesses by November 1. Otherwise, the bench said, it would grant him bail.
The bench had observed that the accused was acquitted in all cases except the Sabarmati express blast case and the trial was “deliberately delayed” to keep him in jail.
The last 16 years have been testing times for the Wani family. Although they lived in Kashmir, their thoughts were always with their son. They were worried about his wellbeing. Gulzar was first kept in Tihar jail, then in Kanpur and subsequently in Lucknow jail.
“There was not even a single moment when I didn’t think about him,” said his father, Ghulam, a retired electrical department employee of the Jammu and Kashmir government. Apart from being a good human being, his father said, Gulzar was doing very well in his studies when he was arrested. “We were expecting him to return home as the first PhD scholar from our village, but see what destiny had in store for us,” he said
Gulzar studied in Darul Uloom Madrasa in Baramulla and later went to Jamiatul-Falah, Azamgarh for further studies. After finishing his studies from Jamiatul Falah, he enrolled for a bachelor’s degree at the Aligarh Muslim University, from where from he also completed his master’s degree. Before his arrest, Gulzar had twice cleared the National Eligibility Test.
“But his arrest shattered all our dreams. We thought that he was mistakenly picked up by the police and will be released within months or within a year, but years turned into a decade and then six more years…,” his father said. “He spent the crucial years of his study and career in jail for a crime he never committed.”
Whatever money Ghulam earned in the last 16 years was spent fighting his son’s case. “Almost every penny earned from my apple orchards went towards paying the legal fees for his case,” he said. “I am a time keeper in electrical department and that meagre salary sustained my six children and my wife for the past 16 years.”
While Gulzar languished in jail, at home his two sisters and his brother got married. Their children haven’t yet met their uncle.
“At every marriage function, we would all miss him a lot,” said his father. “But there was nothing we could do except for having faith in Allah that one day he will come out of jail.”
	Gulzar’s brother Muddasir Ghulam Wani was just 12, studying in class five, when his brother was arrested. He is now pursuing an MSc in medical physiology from Jaipur, Rajasthan. He still remembers how they were all waiting for Gulzar to finish his PhD and start a school back in the village.
“During those days, when I used to ask my father about Gulzar, he would say that he will be released this year, that year…and how these 16 years have passed… only God knows how,” said Mudasir, pausing in between to gather his thoughts. “We even had kept a piece of land to construct the school and it is still waiting for his return.”
He feels Kashmiri youth like his brother are implicated in random terror cases with which they don’t even have a remote link. “I was a child when my brother was picked and as I grew up, I realised how Kashmiri youth are wrongly held  in terror cases and then they are left to rot in jails before they’re finally acquitted,” said Muddasir.
“But what about those lost years?” he asks. “Who will return Gulzar’s 16 years?”
Advocate Abubakr Sabbaq, who was one of the defence counsels in the Sabarmati express blast case, terms Gulzar case “a classic example of false implication of Muslim youths, particularly Kashmiris, in terror cases.”
“There was not even a singal witness or any kind of evidence; there were only disclosure statements taken by the police while they had him in their custody and they easily implicated him in more the a dozen cases, which have taken 16 precious years of his life,” said Sabbaq.
He said the police and investigative agencies ruined the life and career of a bright student. “The court has recommended action against the police officials, but there must be a permanent mechanism for accountability,” he said. “Those implicating innocent youth on flimsy grounds should be prosecuted.”
Back home, Gulzar’s family and local residents of Thapar Bala are eagerly waiting to see their boy, who is now a middle-aged man, after more than a decade. But they might have to wait a little longer.
Gulzar hasn’t yet been released from Lucknow jail. “There’s little bit of a clarification required from Nagpur jail. He will be shifted to Nagpur and released from there only,” his counsel said. “It may take a few more days before he finally walks free.”

Pellets continue to cause grave injuries

Despite the outcry and severe criticism over the usage of pellet guns during protests causing blindness and serious injuries to hundreds of the protesters particular teenagers there seems no let-up in its use. Last year, the Indian Home Ministry on the use of pellet guns, set up an expert committee to find alternatives to pellet guns. There were reports that pellet guns should be used as a last resort. However, on ground   people continue to get injured in frequent pellet shelling.
· Mentally unsound boy hit by pellets in CRPF firing at Qazigund 
May 06: The paramilitary CRPF men fired pellets at a 15-year-old ‘mentally unsound’ boy in Churath area of Qazigund in Kulgam district of south Kashmir.
According to local sources and eyewitnesses, somebody threw a stone at the CRPF patrol party at Churath area of Qazgiund.
“Only one stone was thrown towards the CRPF patrol party and nobody knew where it came from. The CRPF men in retaliation fired pellets hitting the 15-year-old mentally unsound boy,” they said.
The boy identified as Zeeshan Parvez Shah son of Parvez Ahmad was rushed to Anantnag district hospital, where he is undergoing treatment.
Medical Superintendent (MS) of the hospital, Dr Majid Mirab, told media that pellets have pierced right arm of the boy.
“He is stable and is being treated by doctors,” he said.
Asked if the boy was mentally unsound, Majid said, “That’s what the family has told us”.
Police Control Room (PCR) Kulgam, however, maintained that the CRPF men came under heavy stone pelting in the area and in retaliation fired pellets.
· Pellets inflict grave injuries on Kulgam student
May 18: A 21-year-old student suffered grave pellet injuries during a clash outside the Kulgam Degree College.
Identified in the hospital records as Haziq Fayaz, the student is being treated at the Trauma Theatre of the SMHS Hospital in Srinagar.
Doctors said pellets have perforated his lungs and abdomen causing Pneumothorax (abnormal collection of air in the pleural space that causes an uncoupling of the lung from the chest wall) and Hemothorax (accumulation of blood in the pleural cavity. This excess fluid can interfere with normal breathing by limiting the expansion of the lungs).
“We have inserted a chest tubse to drain the fluids,” said a senior doctor, adding Haziq’s condition was being monitored.
“Right now he is stable,” he said.
Apart from the injuries to his internal organs, a pellet has pierced Haziq’s right eye in the middle of the cornea and created a hole in the retina too.
“He has double perforation, a really grave eye injury with very poor prognosis,” said an eye surgeon at the hospital. There are pellets in his limbs too.
Haziq hails from Shopian and studies at the Degree College Kulgam. A few people who accompanied him to the hospital said he got hit by pellets outside the college when the students were leaving the campus.
“There were clashes outside the college and intense teargas shelling was going on. It became difficult to continue classes and we decided to leave,” said Muzaffar Ahmed, a teacher at the college accompanying Haziq to the hospital.
“Many students were injured while he (Haziq) fell down and started bleeding from the mouth.”
Haziq’s maternal aunt, who was pleading the hospital staff to let her “have a look” at her nephew, said he had recently taken admission in the Bachelor of Computer Applications course at the college.
	“He is devoted to studies. In pain he must have called his mother who passed away a few years ago. Doctors are not allowing me inside,” she cried.
Tanveer Ahmad, a photo journalist, was also being evaluated for a pellet injury in the left eye when this report was filed. He was also injured outside the Kulgam Degree College.
In the Ophthalmology ward, Muzamil, a resident of Shopian, injured on Wednesday, was being treated for an eye injury.
A	 day earlier, three people seriously injured by pellets were brought for specialized treatment from Pattan to the SMHS Hospital.
Pellet injuries continue to cause disabilities in people, especially vision loss. Eye surgeons have time and again underscored the lethality of pellets after hundreds of people lost vision completely or partially due to eye pellet injuries since July last year.
· 70-yr-old man targeted by pellets in Shopian
May 28: Looking at his blood soaked clothes, Ghulam Hassan Sheikh sighs, trying hard to hold back his emotions while narrating how he landed at SMHS hospital.
Hassan, 70, had a close shave with death when a policeman targeted him with pellets at main market Shopian leaving him in a pool of blood.
What pains him most is that police fired at him without any provocation as there were no protests or stone pelting going on in the area.
“Police fired a full cartridge of pellets at me and showed no mercy to my old age and white beard. He fired without any provocation and inflicted these wounds on me for being a peace lover my whole life,” Hassan says as he shows pellet wounds on his body.
 	“I was heading back home when a policeman stopped me and fired indiscriminately. The pellets hit me on every body part including the forehead and eyes leaving me unconscious,” he says as tears roll down his wrinkled face. 
The old man has been hit by pellets on left eye, forehead and chest. 
Doctors treating him at SMHS Hospital say they have operated him but he needs close monitoring for at least one week till they decide about the future course of treatment.
Hassan says he has never been part of any protest program or rally in his lifetime. However, the brutality by police on May 27 turned him angry and agitated. Now he is willing to join people in any protest against government and police.
“I will not remain silent till the culprit policeman is brought to justice,” he says.
“If my voice is not heard by people in power, I will go to civil secretariat and protest outside Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti’s office. I will ask her what my crime was for which I was targeted,” a visibly agitated Sheikh says.
Faisal Ahmad Bhat, 15, of Tengmohalla Shopian was also hit by pellets. Admitted in Ward 8 of SMHS, he has undergone surgery but doctors are uncertain about his recovery.
“He was coming back from school after authorities decided to close the educational institutions early following the killing of HM commander Sabzar Bhat by forces,” Faisal’s father Muhammad Ashraf Bhat told media.
Sameer Ahmad Bhat is in the Surgical ICU of the hospital. The 17-year-old student from Khulchohar in South Kashmir’s Mattan town was injured on Saturday when a teargas shell hit his head fracturing it badly.
“He was inside his school premises when police fired pellets and tear smoke shells inside the campus to quell peaceful protests. One of the shells hit him on head leaving him in coma,” his cousin Muzaffar told media.
The other injured persons were shifted to other Srinagar hospitals including SKIMS Soura.
A 17-year-old boy Mohsin was hit by pellets in the right eye. He was brought to SMHS Hospital where doctors operated him. On May 28, the hospital received three injury cases including two pellet-hit youth Danish (18) and Uzma (19).


Harassment of Kashmiris Outside

Whatever the situation in Kashmir would be, the Kashmiris continue to face hostility and harassment in different Indian states. Be it a student or businessman or a patient from valley visiting the hospitals in Indian states they have to face harassment despite the repeated assurances from J&K government and GOI. This month also there are disturbing incidents about harassments of Kashmiris. 
·  PGI orders probe into denial of treatment to Kashmiri patients
May 07: A day after Kashmir based newspaper Rising Kashmir published a story on a Kashmiri patient denied treatment at Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research (PGIMER) Chandigarh for hailing from Valley, the hospital administration has ordered an inquiry into the incident.
Nasreen Malik, a patient from Kashmir was denied treatment by the doctor of PGI after he came to know that she hailed from Kashmir.
The doctor had reportedly told the patient that “you pelt stones on our jawans and then come here for treatment.”
Nasreena had visited the hospital to undergo neurosurgical treatment last week but the doctors asked her a hefty amount for the surgery.
“They knew they we cannot afford to pay the amount and eventually would leave the hospital,” Javaid Malik, Nasreena’s son told media.
The news report about denial of treatment to Kashmiri patient has upset the PGI’s administration.
Public Relationship Officer, Post Graduate Institute of Medical Sciences and Research, Manju Wadwalker told media said that the hospital will look into the matter.
“Today is Sunday, so we couldn’t do much. However, tomorrow we will check why and what has happened,” she said.
She said this is for the first time they have heard such a complaint from a Kashmiri patient that she was denied treatment in the hospital.
“Kashmiri patients do come to PGI and they are treated well,” the PRO said.
Malik said they were fine till the doctor didn’t check the prescription of Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura, Srinagar.
“After coming to know that we are from Kashmir, the doctors told us to leave saying we pelt stones on their jawans in Kashmir and then come to the hospital for treatment,” he said.
·  ‘Ensure comfortable environment for Kashmiri students’
May 12: Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh advised all the Chief Ministers to ensure “comfortable environment” for Kashmiri students and workers in their states as there have been incidents of their harassment at some places.
Singh’s advice came at a meeting of Northern Zonal Council of the states of Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab and Rajasthan, National Capital territory of Delhi and Union Territory of Chandigarh here.
“He (Rajnath Singh) has advised all the Chief Ministers and Chief Secretaries who were here today that they should take care that the youth of Kashmir, wherever they are studying, should be treated well and they should be made feel that they are welcomed,” Secretary of the Inter-state Council Secretariat Sanjeevani Kutty told reporters.
Singh also told the Chief Ministers that the Kashmiris “should be provided comfortable environment wherever they are. They may be working or studying, they should be extended warmth. This was an important message he gave to all the CMs,” according to Kutty.
The Home Minister said “a lot of Kashmiris study outside the state of Kashmir, especially in the northern region. There have been some incidents which the central government was very concerned about and sought the support of CMs on this issue,” according to Punjab Chief Secretary Karan Avtar Singh.
Last month, six Kashmiris studying at Mewar University in Rajasthan’s Chhittorgarh district were allegedly thrashed by a group of unidentified locals.
The accused were arrested a few days later.
Besides Rajnath Singh, others who attended the meeting included Punjab Governor V P Singh Badnore, who is also UT Chandigarh’s Administrator, Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar, Delhi Lt Governor Anil Baijal, J&K Deputy Chief Minister Nirmal Singh, Himachal’s Health Minister Thakur Kaul Singh and Rajasthan’s Minister for Water Resources Ram Pratap. 
·  3 Kashmiri youth evicted from rented house in Punjab
May 15: The three Kashmiri students who were evicted from the apartment they were staying in Punjab were repeatedly asked by the policemen who raided their apartment early Sunday morning: “Where are your weapons?”
Tajmul Imran, one of the three Kashmiri students, said that at about 5:45 in the morning, about 20 Punjab policemen raided their rented accommodation in Zirkpora. “We were sleeping. They asked us to verify our credentials. The moment we said we were Kashmiris, they asked us where we had hid our weapons,” Imran told Kashmir Reader.
“It took them two-and-a-half hours to search our apartment, which consists of a room, a bathroom, and a kitchen. They even searched the commode,” Imran said. “They found nothing. They told us, ‘You Kashmiris do one thing in Kashmir, and another thing in Punjab.’”
Imran said that the policemen warned the owner of the apartment that if anything untoward happened within their jurisdiction, they would hold him responsible. “The agent and the apartment owner asked us to vacate. We told them it will take us three days to shift. They said the police had warned them and they wanted us to leave immediately,” Imran said.
“We vacated the apartment. But the auto-wallah refused to transport us when the property agent clicked a photograph of the auto. The auto driver asked the agent why was he clicking a picture, and the agent told him that the police had just raided the apartment and had asked us to leave,” Imran said.
Imran was staying in the apartment along with his friends Mudasir and Asif. They are now staying with their friends in Zirkpora.
“We have just completed our MBA. We were studying at SBIT. Our documents are still at the college. We were preparing for a PhD,” Imran said.
“My family is very worried for my safety,” he said.
A newspaper has reported that the Punjab Police have denied allegations levelled by the three youth against them. “We carried out a check at all housing societies in the town on Sunday on the instructions of senior officers,” a police official told the newspaper.
A few weeks ago, Indian home minister Rajnath Singh had instructed state governments to provide safe environment to Kashmiri youths who were studying and working in their state.
· Prisoners Condition in Rajasthan Jail Pitiable
May 19: Sweltering heat of Rajasthan has been telling upon the health of four incarcerated residents of Jammu and Kashmir who have been languishing in Jaipur jail from past two decades.
The brother of one of the incarcerated Srinagar youth told CNS that the plight of four detainees from Jammu and Kashmir in Jaipur Jail is pitiable. “Besides my brother Latif Ahmed Waja and Mirza Nisar Hussain both residents of Khanqah-e-Mollah, there is Ali Muhammad Bhat from Hasanabad Srinagar and Abdul Gani Goni of Doda languishing in Jaipur Jail. A few days back I visited my brother in Jaipur Jail. I was not permitted to take juice and water bottles inside the jail.  I was shocked to see the pathetic condition of these detainees. It is a hell like situation as Jaipur is reeling under sweltering heat,” he said.
 	“I met all these detainees who requested me to make an avid appeal to Jammu and Kashmir Government to get them shifted to Kashmir jail. These detainees also appealed Kashmir Bar Association to impress upon the authorities to get them shifted from Jaipur,” he said.
Latif Ahmed Waja and Mirza Nisar Hussain according to their families were arrested by Delhi Police on a ‘fake’ charge about Lajpat Naga bomb blast in 1996. However, they were acquitted by the High Court, but were re-arrested later on another charge of Dausa blast in Jaipur.
The family members said that being the natives of temperate zone, they are unable to tolerate the sweltering heat of Rajasthan. “Their condition in jail is miserable. They are half dead and are suffering for the fault of their none,” the relatives said.  

Ransacking, harassment by armed forces

This month there are frequent and serious allegations of harassment and vandalization against the armed forces finding difficult to handle the situation particularly in south Kashmir.  The media reports of ransacking were corroborated by the volunteers of JKCCS, where are being reproduced herein below in chronological order.
· Army ransacks property in Shopian
May 2: For the third time in a month, residents of Chakoora village of Shopian alleged army ransacked their property and damaged windowpanes of their houses.
Locals said, as soon as the army reached the village, they indiscriminately started damaging property, broke windows and windowpanes of about eight houses. “Already we suffered damages and our youth were beaten. But today again army damaged our property,” a local said.
Last week army ruthlessly beat students and teachers of a seminary in the same district. Army’s Srinagar based Defence spokesman Rajesh Kalia denied the allegation army was involved in ransacking of the property.
An April 16 army had thrashed four boys and damaged windowpanes of residential houses and vehicles in the village.
· Case filed against army for beating family in Sopore 
May 02: Police have filed a case against army for manhandling four female members of a family in Bomai, Sopore in Baramulla district.
One of the assaulted is a medical student in Chandigarh who had come on a vacation.
The family of Fayaz Ahmad said that troopers from Pazalpora based 22-Rashtriya Rifles camp were conducting a ‘survey’ when the incident occured.
“They were repeatedly opening the door of the kitchen where the ladies were sitting. When my son objected, they got irked” Fayaz Ahmad said adding that the trooper went out and returned along with the Major, who then “slapped my son”.
As the family objected further the troopers started beating them, he said.
Fayaz’s daughter Naziya Fayaz has got a swollen eye from the beating.
“As I asked the Major to stop harassing us, he not only slapped me but also dragged me by my hair. I was beaten to pulp by Major while other army personnel dragged other female members out from the house and thrashed them,” Naziya said.
The family travelled to Srinagar on May 2 to protest against the incident in Press Enclave Srinagar.
Naziya’s aunt Naseema Bano said that she tried to intervene but was brutally assaulted.  “Blood oozed out from my head after an army man hit my head with gun butts,” Naseema said while showing stitches on her head.
“Besides, Nazia and Naseema, my two daughters Rameesa and Kounsar were also manhandled and beaten to pulp. My son Tafazul was also not spared. The irony is that Army Major locked the front gate of our house and treated the female folk like cattle,” Fayaz Ahmed said.
The family has lodged a complaint and sought Chief Minister’s intervention.
Station House Officer Bomai Abdul Majeed told said that an FIR vide number 37/2017 has been registered in this regard and investigation has been set into motion.
· Massive Crackdown is Shopain
May 04: Reminiscent of 90s, a massive cordon and search operation involving some 17 villages and thousands of army, police and paramilitary personnel was conducted in south Kashmir’s Shopian on May 04.
The villages which include Turkwangam, Sugan, Maldair, Heff, and Chitragam – separated by orchards and mustard fields – were cordoned off at the break of dawn by large contingents of government forces.
While it was billed as an operation to flush out militants believed to be present in the area, no “contact with militants” was established in the day long operation. However, clashes broke out between people and government forces at a few places. Residents alleged that forces resorted to large-scale ransacking of properties and beating of people.
Residents said that forces arrested two persons, Ghulam Rasool Sheikh son of Ghulam Ahmed Sheikh of Turkwangam, and a 13-year-old boy Sakib Shafi Khan son of Muhammad Shafi Khan resident of Kongnoo. That said that an 11-year-old boy was injured after a trooper hit him with butt of his gun.
Khatoon, a woman from Maldair villager, told Kashmir Reader that forces beat up her two daughters. One of them, she said, is pregnant. “They entered our house and beat-up my pregnant daughter and suffocated other daughter,” Khatoon said.  Family members said the pregnant woman was admitted to a hospital at Zainpora with apprehensions about the health of the mother and the unborn child.
Residents from Chitragam village told media that they saw huge deployment of forces in the area as soon as woke up. “I saw heavy number of armed forces deployed and I feared something bad is going to happen. I stayed home. Later youth assembled and pelted stones on forces while they retaliated with teargas and pellet shells,” Aijaz, a resident of Chitragam said.
Residents of Sugan village said that they saw forces cordon off the neighbourhood at around 7 am in the morning. “It was huge deployment of army and other government forces. Later we heard that other villages were also cordoned,” a villager said. One boy from the village, Sakib Ahmad, was injured with a pellet in his eye, residents said.
Residents of Turkwangam and Maladair alleged that forces thrashed civilians and looted shops and houses during the operation. They said that around 150 houses were ransacked in Turkwangan while 50 houses were ransacked in Maldair. Around a hundred vehicles were smashed in the two villages.
“Forces entered in our houses and ransacked it,” Bashir Ahmad, a resident of Turkwangan said. Another shopkeeper told media that forces broke open his shop and looted it.
A family in Turkwangam, who had a wedding scheduled, told Kashmir Reader that forces smashed all the windowpanes, mixed different food material in their house. “Forces indiscriminately thrashed civilians, damaged houses and parked cars,” a resident of Maldair alleged. A group of shopkeepers alleged that forces looted shops, including food materials like milk, gas cylinders, chicken, disposable items and matting.
Besides houses, shops, cars, and motor cycles, forces also damaged two school buses of a local school of Maldair village.
Clashes between forces and youth, which erupted following the cordon, continued for several hours in Turkwangam, Sugan, Chitragam and adjoining villages. Ten persons were injured in Turkwangam and Maldair villages, including four boys who were thrashed by forces. Youth threw stones on forces near Goal Chowk and Court road Shopian after the cordon ended, and they retaliated by firing pellets and tear smoke. A boy was injured when a tear smoke shell hit him in the head, eye witnesses said.
· Families of 2 militants detained by police in Tral
May 09: Police have detained families of two Hizbul Mujahideen militants in Tral sub-division of South Kashmir’s Pulwama district.
The militants whose families have been detained are Amir Fayaz Lone of Seer Jagir village and Muhammad Ishaq Bhat of Batagund.
A police official said the families have been detained after a video surfaced on Internet showing a few militants beating some youths. The police official said they suspect the presence of both the militants, Amir and Ishaq, in the video.
SP Awantipora, Mohammad Zahid, told media, “We are investigating the matter and we have detained the relatives, neighbors and friends of both the militants.”
“Some detainees were released yesterday while some are being questioned for further investigations,” he added.
· Army beats up villagers, militant’s family in Heff Shopian
May 17: At least 20 persons sustained pallet injuries while several others, including women and children, were beaten up by government forces during an intense cordon and search operation at Heff Shirmal village in southern Shopian district.
 	Residents of Heff Shirmal said told Kashmir Reader that civilians injured by pellets were taken to hospitals in Zainapora, Pulwama and Anantnag. “Hundreds of armed men laid siege to our village in the wee hours of Wednesday morning. We heard local youth shouting on loud speakers that government forces had cordoned the village and had beaten up a family. Local youths came out of their houses and threw stones at the government troops, who retaliated with pellets, tear smoke and sonic bombs,” a villager, requesting anonymity, said.
A boy, requesting that his name be withheld, said that army soldiers were carrying him away in their vehicle when girls of the village blocked the vehicle and rescued him. “I am thankful to my sisters who rescued me from the army, else they would have killed me. They beat me, dragged me to the vehicle, but the angel of mercy came to me in the shape of the village girls,” the boy said.
Soon after the cordon ended, villagers told media persons that the troops beat at least 60 civilians during house-to-house searches.
“They entered our house and beat us up ruthlessly. When my wife and daughter came to rescue me, they beat them, too, and snatched my daughter’s earrings,” said Muhammad Ashraf, a resident of the village.
The family of a local militant, Saddam Padder, said that the troops beat Saddam’s mother, two sisters, his brother, father, uncle, and took away their mobile phones. “They abused us, beat us, smashed the lights in our house. They also took away our mobile phones and chargers,” Firdousa, Saddam’s mother, said.
A woman said that about dozens of troopers entered her house and beat her family members. “They were about 50 in number. They entered our house and beat my daughters, husband and me for an hour. We cried but they continued beating us. People from the nearby villages tried to rescue us but the troops fired pellets and shells at them,” she said.
Villagers said that army soldiers ransacked dozens of residential houses and damaged personal property. They also said that two youth, Mairaj Ahmad Ganai and Khushal Hamid, were arrested by the troops. Mairaj’s family said that Mairaj is deaf and a mentally disabled person.
On May 4, government forces had conducted a massive search and cordon operation in 17 villages in Shopian. Heff village is considered as the center of resistance in the area. There are five active Hizb militants from the village. Locals said that raids on homes and ransacking of property by government troops is a common event in the village.

Army tries to intimidate students inside college

May 11: Students of Degree College Magam in Budgam district arrived to an unusual scene in the morning: army soldiers were standing everywhere, even in classrooms, and were brandishing their guns.
Students of Degree College Magam in Budgam district arrived to an unusual scene in the morning: army soldiers were standing everywhere, even in classrooms, and were brandishing their guns.
“The army soldiers had surrounded the classrooms from all sides and were trying to catch hold of students,” a student of the college said.
Principal of the degree college, Zahiruddin, told media that when the soldiers left in their vehicles, the students followed them, shouting anti-India and pro-freedom slogans. This made the soldiers turn back and fire teargas shells at the students, the principal said.
“The teargas shelling triggered intense clashes between the soldiers and the students of the degree college and the higher secondary school. Almost a dozen students sustained injuries,” the principal said.
	Students said that as the clashes intensified, police and paramilitary troops came inside the college, broke windowpanes, and harassed girl students.
When asked about the reason for the presence of army soldiers in the college premises, the principal said that the soldiers run a Sadbhavna Computer Centre in the higher secondary school and visit the school at frequent intervals.
“I have given a clear message to the authorities that no army soldier should be given any permission to enter the college premises,” the principal said.
The principal of the higher secondary school in Magam could not be contacted for comment.

Curtailing Media Freedom

The social networking and local media is continuously facing the brunt of political situation that erupted after Burhan Wani’s killing last year. Now the J&K government has sought action against at least 34 TV channels, including those beamed from Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and even Iraq. This attitude of the government invites frequent condemnations from different human rights groups and civil society organizations, however, it failed to make any impact on government decision. Social media network sites were frequently blocked to functioning.   
·  After social media ban, Govt seeks action against 34 TV channels
May 7: After banning social media in Kashmir, the J&K government has sought action against at least 34 TV channels, including those beamed from Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and even Iraq.
In a letter to all Deputy Commissioners, the State Home department has directed the DCs to act against transmission of these channels, reasoning that “they have the potential to encourage violence and can disturb law and order situation in Kashmir, and are not permitted for transmission.”
The letter written by Principal Secretary Home, R K Goyal, directs DCs to clarify what action they have taken on media reports about transmission of non-permitted channels in Kashmir. The DCs have also been directed to submit a compliance report on the matter by May 8, the letter adds.
The channels, according to the letter, which are to be banned are Peace TV English, Peace TV Urdu, ARY QTV, Madni Channel, Noor TV, Hadi TV, Paigam, Hidayat, Saudi Al-Sunnah Al-Nabawiyah, Saudi-Al-Quran Al-Karim, Sehar, Karbala TV, Ahli-biat TV, Message TV, Hum TV, ARY Digital Asia, Hum Sitaray, ARY Zindagi, ARY Musik, TV One, ARY Masala, ARY Zauq, A TV, Geo News, ARY News Asia, Abb Takk News, Waseb TV, 92 News, Duniya News, Samna News, Geo Tez, Express News and ARY News.
Apart from religious and news channels, the list interestingly includes a sports channel, two culinary channels and a music channel.
The directive came after the Government of India asked the State government to take immediate steps to stop the alleged unauthorized broadcast of Pakistani and Saudi Arabian channels in the state.
The action came two days after Union Minister of Information and Broadcasting Venkaih Naidu spoke with J&K Chief Secretary over the issue and sought action taken report from him on the matter.
The letter states that the transmission of these channels was “against the cable TV rules and DCs had the power to seize the equipment in case of a violation.”
“You are aware that transmission of non-permitted TV channels by the cable operators attracts the violation of sub-rule 6(6) of the Cable TV Networks Regulation Rules. Further as per section 11 of the Cable Television Network Act, the DC has the power to seize equipment in case of a violation,” reads the letter to DCs.
In the letter, the Home Secretary states that cable operators in Kashmir have been transmitting certain channels which are not permitted by the Union Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Government of India.
“Further it has been reported in a section of media that a number of non-permitted TV channels are being transmitted by certain cable TV operators in J&K,” the letter reads.
Pertinently, on April 26, the State Government imposed a ban on 22 social networking sites in Kashmir, reasoning “anti-national and inimical elements were spreading unverified objectionable and inflammatory material” through these platforms.
The state Home department invoked a British era-law, Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, to ban the social media websites and instant messaging services.
·  Social media ban is over
May 26: After a period of a month, the government lifted the ban on social media in Kashmir. Home secretary RK Goyal confirmed that the ban stands revoked.
The government had banned 22 social media networks including Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp and Youtube for a month in Kashmir valley. Telecom service providers were directed to stop transmission of messages and pictures through social media networks or instant messaging services. Also banned for a month were WeChat, QQ, Ozone, Tumblr, Google+, Baidu, Skype, Viber, Line, Snapchat, Pinterest, Telegram, Reddit, Snapfish, Youtube (Upload), Vine, Xanga, Buzznet and Flickr. The ban order had spoken of “misuse of social media like Facebook, Twitter, etc, by elements inimical to public order and tranquillity”.
Despite the ban, netizens continued to access the banned social media sites through Virtual Proxy Networks (VPN). Not only common people but also ruling party leaders were accessing social media and posting on them.

Only 12 victims blinded by pellets recommended for aid In 4 months

May 05: Since January this year, when chief minister Mehbooba Mufti announced her government will provide jobs and compensation for the persons blinded by pellet ammunition, only 12 of the hundreds of victims have been recommended for compensation by a committee headed by divisional commissioner Kashmir. 
All 12 victims, sources said, have lost vision in both eyes due to injuries inflicted by deadly pellet ammunition fired by government forces during protests since July last year, when a massive uprising was sparked by the killing of iconic Hizb commander Burhan Wani. 
A senior official, who is familiar with the working of the committee, said that selection of the victims for jobs was an “ongoing process” and the panel is yet to finalise the cases of other victims whose degree of vision loss ranges from “no perception of light” to “vision limited to shadows, shapes and colours”.
The committee, which is meeting again on May 06 to decide future course of action, had decided to process cases of the victims who had suffered injuries in both eyes on priority, but a mere 12 cases in four months has raised questions over the pace of its working and the criteria it adopts to recommend cases.
“There is no clarity on the criteria for eligibility. For example, is a person eligible for compensation or job if he can only see the shape of an object but cannot move around on his own?” said a senior doctor at the SMHS Hospital.
Also, the nature of jobs the victims will be provided is not clear. 
As per hospital records, more than 1000 people have been treated for pellet injuries in eye(s), 65 of them with injuries in both eyes. In 20 cases, eyes of victim were so badly injured that they had to be scooped out.
As many as 300 victims had injuries to macula, resulting in a condition whereby they cannot see things in front of them.
“These people would have a black hole in front of their eyes, making it impossible to read and write or do tasks that need them to see what is in front,” an Ophthalmologist said.
Also, doctors said that even after months of treatments and multiple surgeries, it was medically impossible to predict what percentage of vision could be restored in an eye that had been perforated by pellets. 
Senior eye surgeons, retina specialists and experts have time and again underlined that injury to vital visual areas in eye, such as macula, retina, optic nerve and/or cornea could be visually disabling. 
“There are hundreds of people who have been hit in eyes by pellets and are ‘legally blind’ but we are not sure whether they will fit into the criteria set by the government to qualify for compensation,” said an ophthalmologist who has treated scores of pellet victims.

One Pandit family has returned to Kashmir since govt announced rehabilitation package in 2008

May 18: The government of India’s Rs 1,618.40-crore package for the return and rehabilitation of Kashmiri Pandits in the Valley has failed to woo the community, with only one Pandit family returning to live in the Valley since the package was announced in 2008. Of the various kinds of financial assistance provided under the package, just one has been availed of – the Rs 7.5 lakh given for repair of houses – and by only two Pandit families.
It was the Manmohan Singh government that announced in the year 2008 a “package” of Rs 1,618.40 crore for the return and rehabilitation of Kashmiri Pandits. The package contained a housing assistance of Rs 7.5 lakh per family to repair fully or partially damaged houses, Rs 2 lakh for dilapidated/unused houses, and Rs 7 lakh for purchase/construction of house in a group housing society. The financial assistance could be availed by those who had sold their properties in the years after 1989.
Official documents accessed by Kashmir’s English daily Kashmir Reader show that except for two Pandit families, no one has availed of any financial assistance given under the package. These two Pandit families have taken the Rs 7.5-lakh assistance to rebuild their damaged houses. The zonal officer of the Relief and Rehabilitation department told Kashmir Reader that only one of these two families has returned to live in Kashmir.
The financial package also provides incentives for construction of transit accommodation for migrant Pandits, 6,000 government jobs, 9,000 additional jobs through establishment of “income generating units”, a one-time grant for revival of agricultural and horticultural land, a scholarship to school-going children, and waiver of interest on loans.
As per official data, 687 transit accommodation flats have been constructed and provided to nearly 2,000 migrant Pandits employed under schemes for which the package provides money, in six districts of Kashmir.
“Another 644 flats are under construction in four districts of the Valley,” the data says.
A report by the Indian Home Ministry has said that the PDP-BJP coalition government in Jammu and Kashmir has identified 90 acres of land in Kashmir for setting up more than 3,400 transit accommodation flats for migrant Kashmiri Pandits.
There are about 60,452 registered Kashmiri migrant families in India, of which 38,119 are residing in Jammu and 19,338 are living in Delhi. Besides Jammu and Delhi, 1,995 families are settled in other states of India.

Militarization
· 
· 45,000 kanals of land under defence use in Srinagar
May 23: Over 45, 000 kanals of land is under use of defense and paramilitary establishments in Srinagar, surpassing the area under public infrastructure in the summer capital of Jammu and Kashmir.
“As per the existing land use, the defense use is spread over an area of 23.0 sq. km. (equivalent to 45467 kanals of land) including many military and paramilitary establishments. The widespread existence of military and paramilitary establishments across Srinagar has actually surpassed its area under public infrastructure,” reads the Draft Master Plan 2015-2035.
“The statistics reveal that there is more area occupied by defense use than the area used for the development of District, Divisional and State level public and semi-public infrastructure,” it adds.
“The indiscriminate dispersal of defense establishments in every nook and corner of the city including the civilian areas is construed as a major impediment in city development,” the Plan document read.
The Master Plan recommends shifting of defense establishments from the city to peripheries, as defense is a non-urban use.
“Adopting the guidelines of the Ministry of Defense, the situation will become more grim causing undesirable strain on urban infrastructure. Undoubtedly, defense is a non-urban use which if not shifted needs to be consolidated at select locations in the periphery of city.”
“As such, it is strongly recommended that the existing defense establishments need to be consolidated or reorganized by shifting such establishments located deep inside civilian areas, important commercial areas, public buildings, etc. As an immediate policy measure, the army establishments at Tatoo Ground, Alouchibagh and civilian areas need to be shifted at the earliest,” it adds.
To mention, despite announcements, the state government has failed to shift the crowded Batamaloo bus stand to Tatoo Ground as it has failed to reclaim the land from Army.
The government has been holding talks with Army on the vacation of 139 acres of land at Tattoo Ground where a military cattle farm is currently located. Similarly, estimated 500 kanals of land under erstwhile HMT factory is under the forces.
The draft Srinagar Master Plan (2015-2035) has been put in public domain for 60 days to seek suggestions, objections to the plan before being put in the State Cabinet for final approval.
Master Plan has envisioned increase in Srinagar local area from the existing 416 Sq. Km. to 766 Sq.  Km---- 82 percent increase from the existing Master Plan limits.

Ex-army commander advocates revival of Ikhwan

May 5: Suggesting how bad the times have turned for the government and its forces in Kashmir, a former Indian army commander advocates revival of Ikhwan for countering the "diluted fear" of the uniformed forces.
Retired Lt Gen Arun Kumar Sahni, who served as Colonel General Staff of the Counter Insurgency Force in Kashmir, in his article published by The Indian Express on Friday, found no other way to deal with Kashmir situation than installing the "fear of authority" and "infiltrating the ranks of the anti-national elements".
"The example of the Ikhwanis is a good way of redressing the valley's situation. The Ikhwanis broke away from the militants, came over-ground and assisted the army in eliminating foreign terrorists.

Officially Stated
· 
· 160 militants active in Kashmir: Officials ‘15 militants infiltrated this year’
May 2: At least 160 militants are active in Kashmir and 15 militants managed to infiltrate into the State in four first months of this year.
The government officials said there has been rise in militant training camps across the Line of Control in Pakistan administered Kashmir (PaK).
Quoting intelligence reports, they said at 20 new camps have come up in the last four months, while the earlier ones have also returned closer to the LoC, taking their number from 35 to 55.
“All these camps are actively operating”, they said.
In the first four months of 2017, there were 60 infiltration attempts along the LoC in which 15 militants managed to enter into Jammu and Kashmir.
Quoting intelligence reports, officials said as of now around 160 militants are active in the Kashmir and their Pakistani handlers have instructed them to intensify attacks on forces to keep the “pot boiling and the LoC active”.
· South Kashmir hot, local youth joining militant ranks: IG CRPF
May 05: Inspector General of Police, Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), Ravideep Sahi said South Kashmir was “hot” on militancy front as local youth continue to join militant ranks.
He also justified the operation carried out by tens of hundreds of government forces in Shopian on Thursday, saying the “operation was needed” and claimed “it was successful”.
He was talking to reporters on the sidelines of a press meet convened to highlight the measures taken by the CRPF to woo young boys and girls towards sports,
 “Yes, South Kashmir is a bit hot and local youth are joining militant ranks,” he said when a reporter asked him whether the situation in South Kashmir was alarming.
“Army, CRPF, Police and BSF are here and all these (Shopian type) operations keep on happening. And based on a particular security situation which erupts and based on intelligence inputs these operations happen and will keep happening in future as well," he said. 
Army, police and CRPF—about 3000 personnel according to some estimates—conducted searches on Thursday and used choppers and Unarmed Aerial Vehicles during the operation.
The IG CRPF said he can’t speak much about the Shopian operation as it doesn’t pertain to his area, but any operation that is carried out “leaves its positive impact”. 
“Troops go out to dominate the area, cordon and searches take place and that always remains successful," he said.
On the security preparations for the upcoming annual Amarnath Yatra, Sahi said there would be a coordinated security scheme for this year’s Yatra, which also passes through south Kashmir. 
"Our efforts will be that the security arrangements for the yatra whether it is road-opening party, route security, shrine security and all the other things  go well," he said.
Asked whether there were inputs about presence of militants in Srinagar, he replied “yes.” 
"Inputs which are with us suggest that militants do come to Srinagar but we do not have any information about their permanent bases (in Srinagar) so far," he said. 
He said involving youth in sporting activities would have an impact on the student protests across the valley. 
"We are very hopeful and we always believe in the right intentions. Everything starts with the intention and our intentions are very noble that we should engage the young boys and girls in these of activities. I am hopeful that these sporting activities will have an impact on that (protests)," he said. 
· 236 security personnel, 90 Civilians killed in JK between 2012 and 2016: MHA 
May 07: At least one incident of ceasefire violation by Pakistan has been reported daily along the LoC in Jammu and Kashmir in 2015 and 2016, with 23 security personnel being killed in the two years, the Home Ministry has said in an RTI reply.
It also said that 1,142 terror incidents were reported in J&K between 2012 and 2016 in which 236 security personnel and 90 civilians were killed.
In the same period, 507 militants were killed in encounters, the ministry said.
According to the reply, Pakistan violated the ceasefire across the Line of Control 449 times in 2016, as compared to 405 violations in 2015. Twenty-three security personnel were killed in the two-year period, it said.
Major Gen (retd) G D Bakshi said Pakistan is running a "covert" war against India.
"Though Pakistan talks about peace, it does not believe in it, and Jammu and Kashmir is an example," he said.
	Compared to 220 terror incidents in Jammu and Kashmir in 2012, there were 322 incidents in 2016 in which 82 security personnel and 15 civilians were killed, the RTI reply said.
It said in 2015, 39 security personnel and 17 civilians were killed in 208 terror incidents while 108 terrorists were killed in encounters. While 47 security personnel and 28 civilians were killed in the state, 110 terrorists were killed in encounters in 2014, the reply said.
The RTI reply said in 2012, 15 security personnel and as many civilians were killed in 220 terror incidents, and 72 terrorists were killed in encounters.
In 2013, 53 security personnel and 15 civilians were killed in 170 terror incidents in J&K with security forces killing 67 terrorists in encounters.
"There is a new trend these days. Whenever the army surrounds militants in an area, messages are sent on social media platforms and residents from nearby places gather there, slowing down operations," Bakshi said.
· Of 200 active militants in Kashmir, 110 are locals: IGP
May 08: Admitting that law and order and militancy situation in south Kashmir is a bit challenging, police said 200 militants are active in Valley and 110 of them are locals and claimed that Lashkar-e-Toiba and Hizbul Mujahideen are behind the bank robberies.
“The law and order situation and militancy was under control to a large extent in central and north Kashmir. There are was no issues of law and order and militancy in north and central Kashmir but we have certain issues in some parts of south Kashmir,” IGP SJM Gilani said while addressing a press conference at Police Control Room, Srinagar.
He was flanked by DIG South SP Pani, DIG North Nitish Kumar and DIG central G h Bhat.
Gilani said police will take necessary measures to prevent people from flocking to encounter sites and militant funerals.
When asked how many militants are active in the Valley, IGP said 200 militants are presently active in Kashmir.
“As of now, 200 militants are active in the Valley. It is roughly the same number which has been there last year also. Of the 200 militants, 110 are locals,” he said adding all the local militants have been identified.
The IGP said 90 odd people joined militancy last year.
On weapon snatching by militants, he said, “We have lost 40 weapons to militants in weapon snatching incidents. Some of them have been recovered”.
On militants uploading their pictures and videos on social media, Gilani said, “It is a psychological warfare that they (militants) are trying to indulge in. We have tried to block the apps and let us see how that works.
· Kashmir a problem of three and a half districts: Amit Shah
May 21: BJP President Amit Shah said the problem in Jammu and Kashmir was not widespread but centered around just “three and a half districts”, and the central government was formulating a “course of action” to resolve the situation.
Shah also said that Prime Minister Narendra Modi had “made more efforts to improve relations with Pakistan than any other government.”
Addressing an Aaj Tak Editors roundtable on Prime Minister Narendra Modi's completion of three years in office, Shah said the BJP government was making every effort to bring peace to Kashmir Valley, which has been on the boil for the past many weeks.
 “We are maintaining strict vigil on Kashmir. Don't see the past six months, you have to see Kashmir from 1989 to 2017. There are many such spells of three months, six months, one year, where such incidents have occurred, security forces have got the situation in control,” he said.
“The problem in Kashmir is a problem of three and a half districts,” Shah said, apparently referring to two south Kashmir districts and Srinagar where violent anti-government protests have been rampant.
“We are formulating a course of action, give us some time,” he said, expressing confidence that security forces will bring the situation under control.
·  NDA govt. will find permanent solution to Kashmir issue: HM
May 21: Amidst the ongoing unrest in Kashmir valley, Home Minister Rajnath Singh said the NDA government would find a permanent solution to the Kashmir issue.
Addressing a public reception in this western part of the Pelling (Sikkim), Himalayan state, Singh said Pakistan had been trying to destabilise India by fomenting trouble in Kashmir. "But I want to tell all of you that our government will find a permanent solution to the Kashmir issue," he said, without elaborating.
The home minister's statement assumes significance as it comes at a time the Kashmir valley has been witnessing widespread unrest since April 9 when the bypoll to the Srinagar Lok Sabha seat was held. 
· 9 cops joined militants in 6 months: IGP
May 23: Nine policemen have deserted their jobs and run away with weapons to join militants in the past six months, a top police officer said.
Inspector General of Police (Kashmir range) Munir Khan said that anyone who joins militant ranks, be it civilian or policeman, would be treated as a “criminal”.
Khan said that 90 militants, including non-locals, are currently active in north Kashmir.
· Army facing dirty war in Kashmir: Gen Rawat
May 29: The Indian Army is facing a "dirty war" in Jammu and Kashmir which has to be fought through "innovative" ways, Army Chief Gen Bipin Rawat has said, stoutly defending the use of a Kashmiri as a 'human shield' by a young officer.
In an interaction with PTI, Rawat said the main objective of awarding Major Leetul Gogoi, when a Court of Inquiry was finalising its probe into the incident, was to boost the morale of young officers of the force who are operating in a very difficult environment in the militancy- infested state.
"This is a proxy war and proxy war is a dirty war. It is played in a dirty way. The rules of engagements are there when the adversary comes face-to-face and fights with you. It is a dirty war... That is where innovation comes in. You fight a dirty war with innovations," Rawat said, in what were the General's most comprehensive comments yet to the media on the issue.
The Army Chief's Commendation medal to Gogoi, who had tied a man to an army jeep and used him as a human shield from stone throwers last month was criticised by human rights activists, Kashmiri groups and by a few retired army generals. 
Gen Rawat, who had served in Jammu and Kashmir extensively, said if people in any country lose fear of the army, then the country is doomed.
The Army Chief said he had a broad idea about what was going on in the Court of Inquiry into the Gogoi incident, and that is why he went ahead with awarding the Major. "I know what is happening in the COI. It is being finalised. What do we punish him for."
· Only 66 of 1,695 rights abuse claims found to be true in 23 years: Army
May 29: The Army claims only 66 out of the 1,736 allegations levelled against the force for violating human rights have been found to be true since 1994, in which around 150 soldiers have been punished and compensation awarded in 49 cases.
A senior officer on May 29 stressed the Indian Army's human rights record "is one of the best in the world, which is appreciated globally". This comes in the backdrop of strident criticism of the "human shield" episode, which saw Major Leetul Gogoi controversially truss up a civilian on his jeep's bonnet to rescue over a dozen security and election personnel from a stone-pelting mob in Kashmir last month.
Reeling out statistics, the officer said the Army had received 1,736 allegations, primarily during counter-insurgency operations in J&K and north-east, in the period stretching from 1994 to April 2017. "Of them, 1,695 cases have been probed till now, while the rest 41 are under investigation. Of the cases investigated, 1,629 were found to be either false or baseless. In the 66 cases found to be correct and true, 150 personnel were punished and compensation awarded in 49 cases," he added.
· Kashmir problem confined to 5 districts of south Kashmir: Naidu
May 30: The BJP government has ruled out talks with separatists in Kashmir and insists that the problem of violence is limited to just five districts of south Kashmir while the rest of the state is “in peace”, says Union Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu, who questioned the demand for a Ramzan ceasefire.
In an interview with IANS, the Information and Broadcasting Minister said the state and central governments were making “best efforts to deal with the situation” in the Kashmir Valley which has been on the boil since the April 9 Srinagar Lok Sabha polls when eight civilian protesters were killed in firing by security forces guarding voting stations.
He said the trouble in the state was not as widespread as it was made out to be in the media. “Other than five districts, remaining parts of the state are free from violence. Let us understand this. Except for south Kashmir, the state is in peace. In north Kashmir there is no major problem. In Jammu region, there is no major problem. In Ladakh region, there is no problem. “Kashmir is not four south Kashmir districts. There is a problem. We have to (solve it). But at the same time, we have to send a message across the border that we will not accept terrorism.”

Armed Forces Suicide
· 
·  Soldier suicides 
May 03: On May 3, an army soldier committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle in Laam sector along the LoC in Rajouri district.
·  Army soldier shoots self 
May 15: An army soldier late last night allegedly committed suicide at Uniform Force Headquarters in Reasi, media reports said.
According to news agency ANI, the soldier shot himself with his service weapon.
As per reports a FIR (First Information Report) has been registered in this matter.
Such kind of incident was reported earlier this month too.


	Date 
	Armed Forces
	Militants
	Civilians

	May 01
	7 
	-
	2

	May 02
	-
	-
	-

	May 03
	1 (suicide)
	-
	-

	May 04
	-
	-
	1

	May 05
	-
	-
	-

	May 06
	1 (policeman)
	1
	2

	May 07
	-
	-
	1

	May 08
	-
	-
	-

	May 09
	1 (SPO)
	-
	-

	May 10
	1
	-
	-

	May 11
	-
	-
	1

	May 12
	-
	-
	-

	May 13
	-
	-
	2

	May 14
	-
	2
	1

	May 15
	1
	-
	-

	May 16
	-
	-
	-

	May 17
	-
	-
	-

	May 18
	-
	-
	-

	May 19
	-
	-
	1

	May 20
	2
	2
	-

	May 21
	3
	4
	-

	May 22
	-
	-
	-

	May 23
	-
	-
	-

	May 24
	-
	-
	-

	May 25
	-
	-
	-

	May 26
	-
	2
	-

	May 27
	-
	8
	1

	May 28
	-
	-
	1

	May 29
	-
	-
	-

	May 30
	-
	-
	-

	May 31
	-
	-
	-

	Total 
	17
	19
	13

	                                                      Total Killings 
	49 killings 



Chronology of incidents
May 01: Five policemen and two contractual employees of Jammu and Kashmir Bank were killed when Hizbul Mujahideen militants attacked the bank’s van in southern Kulgam district. The attack took place near Pombai village at about 4pm and is being described as a ‘deadliest’ attack on the police in recent years. The policemen killed in the militant attack were identified as ASI Bashir Ahmad of Mandhole Kulgam, Farooq Ahmad of Nihama Kulgam, Muzaffar Ahmad of Qazigund, Muhammad Qasim and Ishfaq Ahmad. The two contractual bank guards killed in the attack were identified as Javed Ahmad Dar, son of Ghulam Mohammad Dar of Vesu, and Muzaffar Ahmad Laway, son of Mohammad Ayoub of Ladgoo Kulgam. In another incident army claimed a BSF and army soldier were killed by the Pakistani army in Kishana Ghati sector of Poonch district. The army said the bodies of the slain troopers were mutilated. 
May 02: No incident of violence reported. 
May 03: The students staged protests and clashed with police and paramilitary forces in central Kashmir’s Budgam and Pulwama district in north Kashmir. An army soldier committed suicide by shooting himself with his service rifle in Laam sector along the LoC in Rajouri district.
May 04: A civilian driver ferrying army soldiers was killed and two soldiers injured when militants attacked army in South Kashmir’s Shopian district.  The deceased civilian was identified as Nazir Sheikh son of Ahad Sheikh of Kuchdora, Shopian. 
May 05: For the second consecutive day, students and youth staged protests in Sopore town of North Kashmir’s Baramulla district on Friday and clashed with the police and paramilitary personnel. The clashes also took place at downtown and uptown Srinagar after Friday prayers.
May 06: Two civilians, a policeman and a militant were killed and four persons injured in a highway shootout Mirbazaar area of Kulgam district in south Kashmir. The slain militant was identified as Saqib Ahmad Gania associated with HM.  While at least 50 students including females were injured in armed forces action during clashes that broke out on a third straight day in north Kashmir.  The students of Govt. Degree College Handwara were protesting against armed forces highhandedness  and demanding release of arrested students and end to civilians killings. A mentally unsound boy was fired with pellets by CRPF personnel after somebody threw a stone towards them in south Kashmiri’s Quazigund area. Many students were injured in armed forces action in Newa, Pulwama in south Kashmir. These students were protesting against failure of the government for not taking action against the forces responsible for storming and bating of students on April 15, last month.  In a brief gunfight between militants and armed forces on LOC in Uri sector resulted in injury to an army man. 
May 07: The death toll in May 6 shootout in Mirbazaar area of Kulgam reached to five causalities with the death of another injured civilian. The slain civilian was identified as Suhail Nabi Lone.  
May 08: Four students were injured in clashes in Srinagar outskirts while six students were arrested in Tral as student protests continued in the valley.  
May 09: One of the two Special Police Officers (SPOs) injured in a mysterious firing incident in Jammu and Kashmir’s Doda district, succumbed in a hospital at Jammu. Doda’s Senior Superintendent of Police Mohammad Shabir told IANS: “Preliminary investigation revealed it was not a militant attack. But the exact cause of the firing is not known.” There is no let-up in student protests in the valley with fresh clashes breaking out between the protestors and government forces in Srinagar city and Pulwama town. A girl student was kicked in her stomach while few were roughed up the police. The students were demanding stern action against the police and paramilitary personnel involved in beating of students at Degree College Pulwama on April 15 besides release of students arrested in subsequent protests in last four weeks. Reports of clashes were also received from south Kashmir’s Pulwama where students of Government Boys Higher Secondary School Pulwama took to streets and started pelting stones at the forces who retaliated by firing tear gas shells. Witnesses said at least two students were also arrested. Meanwhile, district administration Budgam ordered suspension of class work in two schools following yesterday’s clashes. Officials said that the class work remained suspended on May 09 at Govt Boys High School and Higher Secondary School Budgam. Government had also ordered closure of three institutes in Handwara. While, two police officers escaped unhurt when suspected militants fired at police vehicles in south Kashmir’s Shopian district while unknown gunmen snatched a car from a civilian in adjoining Pulwama district, triggering a security alarm, reports said. 
May 10: A 22-year-old officer of Indian Army was abducted and later killed in Shopian district of South Kashmir where he was attending marriage ceremony of his cousin. Lieutenant Umar Fayaz was a commissioned officer of army’s Rashtriya Rifles (RR). Hailing from Sursuna village of south Kashmir’s Kulgam district, Umar had joined army in December 2016.
May 11: A woman was killed and her husband injured in cross LOC shelling along LOC in Nowshera sector of Rajouri district. The shelling from across damaged several residential houses, a government school and forced the families to migrate to safer places. The deceased woman was identified as Akthar Bi wife of Mohammad Haneef of Pukherni, Nowshera, Rajouri. While student protests continued in north, south and central Kashmir.  A complete shutdown was observed in Shopian town and its peripheries against the alleged disappearance of a youth from police custody. The disappeared youth has been identified as a Hurriyat activist Zubair Ahmad Turray, 23, son of Bashir Ahmad of Shopian.   
May 12: Clashes with government troops broke out in Nowhatta near the Jamia Masjid in Srinagar and also near the Jamia mosques in Sopore and Hajin area of Bandipore after Friday congregational prayers. A couple of youth were injured after hit by marbles shot by troops using slings, reports said. While a complete shutdown was observed in Shopian for a second straight day to protest the disappearance of a popular youth from police custody. Zubair Ahmad Turay son of Bashir Ahmad Turay resident of Shopian’s Bonbazaz. In cross LOC shelling a BSF soldier suffered injuries along the International Border in Jammu district.
May 13: Two civilians including a girl were killed and three injured in cross border shelling along LOC in Nowshera sector Rajouri district of Jammu division. The deceased were identified as Tufail Hussain, 51, s/o Abdul Sattar and Asiya, 13, daughter of Mohammad Aslam, both relatives. The shelling affected 26 villages, over 700 people evacuated and three schools were damaged. While militants opened fire on armed forces in Tral area of South Kashmir. No causality was reported. Protests cased with armed forces in Trehgan area of Kupwara district over the arrest of a youth. While more than 20 students were arrested in Sopore town and nearby areas. The students were arrested for taking part in protests and stone pelting.     
May 14: Army claimed said it killed two Lashker militants in Warpora, Handwara north Kashmir. The army said the identity of slain militants is being ascertained. Meanwhile, three civilians were wounded in a mysterious explosion in Syed Abad village of Tral area in Pulwama district, locals said. One of the seriously injured civilian, identified as Azad Ahmed Rather son of Assadullah Rather. Police officials said it’s not confirmed yet whether it was a grenade blast or “anything else.” While a civilian injured, on May 6, in Mirbazaar shoot out in Anantnag district succumbed to his injuries. The deceased was identified as Mohammad Hussain Dar s/o Ghulam Ahmad of Khrewan Malpora, 
May 15: A police officer was injured in Srinagar and four students were injured in Budgam in clashes between students and police. A stone thrown by students of SP College in Srinagar hit a police officer during clashes between students and government troops outside the school. The students at SP college were protesting against instaliation of CCTvs in the campus. 
May 16: A dozen students injured in clashes with policemen at Pattan in Baramulla district and Hajin area of Bandipora district, three of whom were sent to Srinagar for treatment. According to hospital authorities one of the students had pellet injuries. A student hit by pellets in his face during clashes with government troops in Hajin area of Bandipora was referred to SKIMS Bemina. Locals said that police also used force on female students, resulting in injuries to several of them, during the street clashes. They said that at least 20 youths jumped into the river Jhelum to avoid arrest when the police chased them. The youths managed to cross the river with the help of fishermen. In Hajin, the student protested against the visit of army’s corpse commander to an army school. While in Kulgam army calls off its opearation after women came out to protest against it. During the “combing operation” army allegedly beaten some youth. 
May 17: At least 20 persons sustained pallet injuries while several others, including women and children, were beaten up by government forces during an intense cordon and search operation at Heff Shirmal village in southern Shopian district. While in Kulgam, the troops called off combing and search operation in some areas of south Kashmir’s Kulgam district after protests by the local population. The locals said about a dozen people sustained injuries in the forces action. During the operation, a guest, two brothers, Ishfaq Ahmad Bhat (20), Suhail Ahmad Bhat (18), and Junaid Ahmad Bhat were detained.
May 18: Three policemen and a civilian were injured after suspected militants lobbed a grenade towards Police Station Safa Kadal in downtown Srinagar. While protests continued at various places leaving many injured including 11 students sustained pellet injuries in south Kashmir’s Kulgam district. 
May 19: A bullet-riddled body of a man was recovered from Gadoora village in Pulwama district. The body of Muhammad Yousuf Lone son of Sonaullah Lone was recovered from a Nallah near Newa village on May 19 morning. Reports of protests and stone pelting were gathered from various places. 
May 20: Two (unidentified) militants and two army soldiers were killed in an encounter, as the army claimed it has foiled an infiltration bid in Handwara’s Nowgam village in Kupwara district.   
May 21: Four (unidentified) militants and three Indian Army soldiers were killed in a gunfight along the Line of Control near the army’s Nowgam base camp in Kupwara district. While the restriction were imposed in Srinagar downtown to foil a pro-freedom rally to be organized by Hurriyat (M) to commemorate 27 anniversary of the Hawal massacre and killing of Mirwaiz Moulvi Farooq and Abdul Gani Lone.  
May 22: Student protests were reported from Srinagar and Palhalan area of Barmulla district. At SP College in Srinagar three students were arrested and taken into custody by the policemen, masquerading as students.
May 23: Militants and armed forces exchanged fire in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district. While the army launched a search operation in Tral area. In Hakripora village of Pulwama police and paramilitary forces resorted to tear smoke shelling and lathi charge to disperse the protestors during cordon and search operation.  While students protests continue at various places across Kashmir. I n Pulwma student while protesting against detention of their peers beat up and SOG personnel and set on fire his motor bike. In Kashmir University students took out a protest rally, seeking intervention of Vice Chancellor in ensuring release of Tahir Hussain Mir, a student of journalism. A group of students assembled at Kashmir University campus and took out protest rally against the continuous detention of Mir. They threatened to intensify protests in case Mir was not released within next three days. Mir, a student enrolled in Media Education Research Centre (MERC) Kashmir University, is detained under Public Safety Act (PSA) and lodged in Srinagar Central jail from past six months.  
May 24: Gunmen shot at and injured an activist Abdul Qayoom Wani of ruling Peoples Democratic Party in Barzulla in uptown Srinagar, even as five civilians, including three of a family, were wounded in a grenade explosion in south Kashmir’s Shopian district, police and reports said. Two unarmed youth also tried to snatch a riffle from a bank guard in Shopian. Militants escaped after exchanging heavy fire with troopers in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district. The militants went into hiding after exchange of fire and managed to give a slip to forces. 
May 25: No incident of violence reported. 
May 26: The Indian army claimed to have killed two militants while foiling an attack by Pakistan’s Border Action Team (BAT) along the LOC in Uri sector.  While five persons including two persons were injured in pellet firing by the armed forces during a protest against the hnorong an army Major for using a Kashmiri youth as human shield in April.   An army patrol was attacked by the militants at Saimoh Tral in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district. 
May 27: Popular rebel commander Sabzar Ahmed Bhat of Rathsuna Tral was killed along with his associate Faizan Ahmed of Tral town in a massive military operation in Saimoo village of Tral, Pulwama district. A civilian, identified as Molvi Aqib Ahmed, resident of Khankah Tral was killed and several others were injured after government troops fired bullets at the youth who were trying to help the militants escape by hurling stones at the troops while the encounter was reportedly on. As many as eighty civilians were injured in valley-wide clashes that erupted after the killing of HM commander Sabzar Bhat. As many as 15 admitted to SMHS with injuries from bullets, pellets, shells.  While army claimed it had killed six unidentified infiltrators along LOC in Rampur sector in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district. 
May 28: An army porter was killed while another sustained injuries in an alleged ceasefire violation along LOC in Keran sector of Kashmir.  The deceased porter has not been identified. Govt. imposed strict restrictions at various places to curb the imminent protest in view of the killing of HM commander Sabzar Bhat on May 27 during an encounter. At many places youth registered their protests during which many youth were suffered injuries when armed forces used force to choke them. 
May 29: Amid restrictions protests were reported from various parts of the valley over the killing of HM Commander on May 28: No incident of violence reported.
May 30: State authorities foiled Tral chalo (march) by imposing restrictions across Kashmir valley called by resistance leadership in view of the killing of HM Commander Sabzar Bhat.  While minor clashes were reported from few places. 
May 31: Four policemen were injured in a grenade explosion triggered by suspected militants in Sopore area of district Baramulla. In Khanpora, in the same district, unknown gunmen shot at and injured a worker of ruling PDP Abdul Rashid Lone and his relative Tariq Ahmad Lone. While the shut down continued for fouth consecutive day in Tral and Pulwama over the killing of militant commander Sabzar Ahmad Bhat on May 27. Meanwhile, a shopkeeper was injured when he threw out a teargas shell from his shop fired by forces during protests. 
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