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[bookmark: _GoBack]Rashid Billa’s killing
Late night hours on 16th of April at 10:30 the Editor received a call from his client Gh. Qadir Dar, who informed that Rashid Billa, Sadderkote massacre accused, has been “send to hell”. Just few days back we have moved a contempt petition before the High court against the police for willful disobedience of the order and false representation before the court. Police had informed the court that the investigation in Saderkote massacre is almost complete but the three accused’s including Rashid Billa are absconding and further police have stated  in its status report search of the absconding accused person is continuing on war-footing basis as they are evading the arrest. Police claimed that the accused has been declared as proclaimed offender and the property of the accused have been attached. The Deputy Commissioner of Bandipora on the direction of the JMIC Sumbal Court has to attach the property. The fact of the matter is that the property was officially attached but after sometime Rashid Billa was living comfortably in that house in violation of the court order. “why he was not arrested” One reason was that the police officials were under pressure by the higher authorities not to arrest him. The Rashid Billa who had being part of the Ikhwan phenomena had approached these officials for his rescue. Only the Block Development Officer where he was serving as watcher have suspended him from the job that too when the victims make it an issue before the media. Sometime back before his killing a militant had approached Gh. Qadir Dar for withdrawing the case believed to be from LeT, and persuaded the victim that the LeT will deal with him of his own. The LeT militant was killed later. 
	The killing of Rashid Billa which is believed to be done by militants evoked mixed reaction. Rashid Billa was “unknown” renegade, known only to his district, but after campaign launched by CCS/ APDP with the support of victims, like Papa Kistawari made him known face of Ikwanis in the media. His photograph in protests which was managed by the victim family from another Ikhwani turned politician who had rivalry with him made him a visible face of the militancy. Not only the killings of seven members in 1996 in Sadderkote Balla, he had carried scores of killings during the reign of Ikhwanis in Bandipora district. There were no FIRs filed against him as police could not dare to file FIR’s against the killings carried out by Ikhwanis in late 90’s. The survivor in the Sadderkote Balla massacre being a National Conference activist (who refused to join Ikhwanis) managed through party influence to register an FIR. Its send a strong message to the yesteryear Ikwanis who are roaming free in their localities even living in the neighborhood of the victims. 
According to the information his killing was welcomed by the people who were victimized by the Ikhwanis in North Kashmir. Ghulam Qadir had mixed response over his killing though excited but prefer that he should have been met the fate of Papa Kistawari, who is languing in jails for years and is facing trail. Ghulam Qadir was approached by Rashid Billa to enter into a compromise and offered him money as he after consulting the lawyers was convinced that the case against him was very strong and witnesses are living and is unlikely to be bailed out after the arrest. Even on that fateful night few hours before he had offered him money to withdraw the case.   
The killing of Billa will oblige the state and his handlers, question arises whether he was deliberately not arrested and  put on trial, which would have been embarrassing for the govt. and the chain of the command with which Billa was working may have been exposed. He was the guy who knows too much and finally could have spilled the beans and implicated his fellow accomplice on higher positions. We believe that the state and the police have willfully chosen not to arrest him for this reason, in Major Avatar Sings Case he was not arrested and let allowed to leave the country in violation of the High Court order and finally he committed suicide in US killing his wife and children. One another factor is that if High Court have asserted and taken to task the police for their misrepresentation Rashid Billa would not have been killed and would have faced the trial. The killing of Rashid Billa is different in the sense that the matter has ended and unlike Papa kistawadi case and it will not become the part of the campaign against Ikhwanis who are still at large in the villages and are living as commoners and people and victims there are still afraid to expose them.    
Nine Killings, Blood Turns Budgam, Ganderbal Red on Poll Day

The Informative Missive 	1 	April 2017

April 9 was slated for by-elections for the Srinagar parliamentary seat and there was a strike call given by pro-freedom leadership in election bond areas. On this day armed forces killed eight civilians at different locations in Budgam and Ganderbal districts. Many were injured out of whom one succumbed to injuries on April 19 taking the death toll to nine killings. As the day, on April 9, started taking off people showed no interest whatsoever in voting, the percentage, the government said, stayed at little over 7 per cent even after going for re-polling in thirty eight polling booths in Budgam district on April 13.  
Budgam district has fresh memories of the three civilian deaths at the hands of armed forces on March 28 during an encounter. People alleged all the three killings were done in coldblooded manner as none of the killed youth was protesting. The killings had enraged the population, which sets tone for election boycott, the locals told The Informative Missive researcher. The non-participation of people, locals said, irked the forces and to avenge they killed young boys to satiate their sadistic pleasure. “Come what may we will never vote in future. Never,” resolved the people of Budgam district, which has a history of participating in elections in hoards.  
 	“Killing of young boys can shake anybody’s conscience and we are people with conscience,” a group of people stated while declaring their collective decision of not taking part in these “sham elections” in future as well. These were the expressions The Informative Missive has collected from people while looking for the victim families in Budgam to gather data on killings. 
The civilians killed: Abbas, 16, Faizan, 12, Shabir Ahmad Bhat, 22, Nisar Ahmad Mir, 25, Akeel Ahmad Wani, 17, Adil Farooq Sheikh, 19, Amir Manzoor Reshray, 20, Omar Farooq and Muzaffar Ahmad Mir-25.
The common complaint from the families who had talked to The Informative Missive the boys were targeted with the aim to kill. Out of the nine killings only one boy was killed while pelting stones that too, as clearly seen in the video footage, can be easily avoided by the armed forces. The video went viral on social media network and the government came up with a decision to suspend the internet service, as the government was apprehensive of more videos of human rights violations could turn the situation more challenging for it to handle. . 
The families squarely blamed the armed forces for carrying the killings with clear intention. Out of nine killings eight were killed in absence of violence. One of the boys was killed when he was resting on a graveyard along with his friend and another boy was killed when he was going to call back his sisters from a garden. Two boys were shot in their heads while they were peacefully watching the protests from a distance. Only one family has managed to obtain the FIR copy that too after making several rounds to the police station. The content in the FIR, as the family said, was only favouring the perpetrators. 
Case details: 
Case 01: Akeel Ahmad Wani
Family of seventeen-year-old, Akeel Ahmad Wani, a 10 the class student,  feels frustrated by the content of the FIR No. 31 /17 filed by the police in the incident in which Akeel lost his life on April 9 during parliamentary by-polls in Budgam district. Akeel was shot dead by the ITBP personnel outside a polling booth, housed in a school, in Budgam district. Akeel’s family has done its level best to get the FIR, mention its version, however, so far police refused to file it.   
	Akeel was one among eight boys killed on April 9 during parliamentary by-polls.  
“The video footage of Akeel’s killing by ITBP men is enough to call into question the claim made by the police in its FIR. The FIR was well-scripted with the sole aim to save the killers of my son,” stated Mohammad Amin Wani while talking to The Informative Missive.
Mohammad Amin, a cancer patient, was assisted by his nephew Gulzar Ahmad, who was well-versed in case the details, to the office of The Informative Missive. “When we went to the police on April 15 with an application for filing of FIR, the police took the complaint copy but didn’t record our statement and told us that FIR has been already lodged into the incident,” the dejected father stated. 
When the relatives of Akeel demanded a copy of the FIR they were initially denied. However, the family keep making rounds to the Beerwah police station to acquire the copy. After over a week Akeel’s cousin managed a copy of the FIR only after furnishing the hospital records to the police.   
“Police tried its best not to share the FIR with us but we didn’t budge, and finally when we get the FIR copy we were shocked by the details in it,” the father said while expressing his shock he had after receiving the copy of the FIR.  
Police FIR read:
Information received from reliable sources says that at Ajina during parliamentary elections polling Booth No. 113 located at Govt. Girls School where a mob armed with sticks, stones and bricks and other weapon encircled the polling booth with the intention to destroy the property. The mob resorted to heavy stone pelting and took hostage the polling staff and threat voters to keep them away from voting by pelting stones. EVM and polling staff vehicles were damaged. The on duty election staff got injured. In retaliation security forces resorted to tear-smoke shells to disband the hooligans although the adamant hooligans keep pelting stones, and in self-defence the security forces deployed there fired few rounds in air to safeguard polling staff and prevent EVM from being taken away. In the action a hooligan namely Akeel Ahmad Wani alias Aqib s/o Mohammad Amin Wani r/o Churmujro got injured. 
	The father is in possession of a video footage, which had gone viral on the social media, of his son’s killing. “The video footage of my son’s killing is sufficient to trash the police claim made in its FIR. There was no mob only few boys have gathered outside the polling booth who were pelting pebbles, not bricks or rocks as stated in the FIR. There was no aerial firing but a direct intentional shot on my son’s head,” the father stated while underscoring the loopholes in the police FIR.   
The video footage of the killing was extensively discussed on social media questioning the intention of the armed forces.   
The 1 min 18 sec video footage was probably taken from inside the polling booth, which police claimed was attacked by the stone pleters: The transcripts of the video footage are incorporated herein below:
“Around a dozen boys, aged between 15 to 20 years, were seen pelting stones on the armed forces who were throwing back the stones much bigger than size the stone hurled by the boys. The armed forces were seen moving back and forth pelting stones towards the boys. As the video ticks 18 seconds an armed forces personnel are being seen cold-blooded aiming his barrel on a youth and fired at him just after two seconds. Instantly, the boy fell on the ground. The people (few persons) shooting the video from a room close to the spot are being heard alas a boy has fallen on the ground. The bullet has hit the boy’s head, the head, the head. Alas the boy has died, the boy has died. Even after shooting the boy, the armed forces keep throwing the stones towards the boys who were trying to retrieve the victim. Finally the boys dragged the victim away from the spot.”     
	On April 9, Akeel has gone to the market to fetch medicines for his mother. The family has no idea at what time he left the home but it says most probably in the afternoon. “Due to shut down in the area, Akeel went to Chadoora market to fetch the medicines. After purchasing the medicines he detoured in order to reach the home early. Pertinently, we had found medicines from his pocket before his burial. Therefore, it appears on reaching Atina village (which falls on his way to home) he might have seen boys pelting stones possible he could have also joined them. It was then he was killed,” the father averred. 
	Atina village houses Sikh population on one side of it and Shia population on other side it. There were two polling booths established one in girls’ school and the other in boys’ school. The schools share the common playing field. As per police, Akeel’s father said, there were sixteen ITBP personnel deployed in the Atina polling booths on April 9. Eight ITBP personnel for a booth, however, the battalion to which they belong wasn’t shared. 
At 3:30 a neighbour informed Akeel’s family that he was injured in armed forces firing.  Some of the family members went to the Public Health Centre (PHC) Gondipora which was just less than a 1 km distance from the spot where the boy was shot. 
	“When we reached PHC we were told that the boy was brought dead there and for legal formalities was taken to District Hospital. When we reached the hospital we saw the body was taken into an ambulance to drop it at home. We followed the ambulance, as we were on board on a truck, en rout at  Sonpah village a CRPF and police party showered pellets towards the Truck luckily no one was injured,” Mohammad Amin, Akeel’s cousin stated. 
	As per the death certificate issued by PHC Akeel was brought dead to the hospital. The boy has bullet on left side of his face, the certificate reads.  
“The bullet has hit left side of his face below his eye leaving a hole from the back of his head, leaving no chance of his survival. He was dead then and there,” the father stated.
Akeel was taken to the hospital by a Sikh man who lives just near the site of the incident. “We are highly thankful to the man who had risked his life by taking my son to the hospital,” the father said while appreciating the man for taking Akeel to the hospital in difficult situation.   
	Akeel was perusing his 10th standard education in Atina boys school just outside, which he was shot dead by the ITBP personnel. Last year, he failed to qualify his two subjects of 10th standard and was preparing to qualify them this year.  	“At one occasion a police investigation officer (IO) Mohammad Salim called me asking whether we have preserved Akeel’s cloths and the have photograph of his dead body. I don’t understand what police is doing after filing an FIR bereft of actual facts. One fails to understand which enquiry they are conducting,” Gulzar Ahmad stated while questioning the credibility of police investigation.  
	Gulzar said if police would have been serious it could have filed counter FIR in the case. “They made us to toil for a copy of FIR, how come we trust their so-called investigation. Even the SHO Zahoor Ahmad Khan alias Whisky was not willing to share copy of the FIR,” Gulzar stated.   
	Akeel was the last of the five children of Mohammad Amin who battles hard to make his both ends meet.  The father is resolved to take up the matter to the court for filing of FIR and investigation into his son’s killing.   
Case No 2. Shabir Ahmad Bhat:
Twenty-three-year-old, Shabir Ahmad Bhat son of Ghulam Mohammad of Sawlatpora, Chadoora was another youth killed on April 9 during parliamentary by-elections in Budgam district of central Kashmir. The day ends with eight civilian killings. A bullet was fired at Shabir when he along with his friend was relaxing at a graveyard at Dawlatabad village just outside a local Masjid, where he had gone for prayers. Shabir was fired from a passing by Special Task Forces (STF) vehicle, which was heading towards Chadoora where protests were going on. Pertinently, Dawlatabad village where Shabir resides was fully calm, and there was no protest whatsoever in the area.   
On April 9, around 11 in the morning, protests started to boycott the by-polls in Budgam district. The protests were restricted to few areas only. However, the entire district was tense with the unusual deployment of armed forces.  The memories of three civilian killings by armed forces last month during an encounter was quite a fresh in people’s mind. Also the last year killings during agitation were enough to motivate the people to boycott the elections as a protest. 
In the morning, Shabir Ahmad had gone to Dooniwada village for his routine work. He works at a poultry farm as a caretaker. “I called him (Shabir) on his phone informing him not to return home until told, as the protests had started at many places,” Ghulam Mohammad, father of Shabir, stated while talking to The Informative Missive at his home. 
However, Shabir managed to reach home safely without informing his father as it could invite his anger. “At 12:15 pm he came home hale and hearty, it was enough for me that my son had reached safe and I didn’t rebuke him. I instructed him not to move outside as the situation could go out of control in the area, as disturbing reports of killings were coming from few areas,” the father stated.   
An hour later Shabir decided to offer Zuhr (2nd prayer of the day offered in afternoon) prayers in a local Masjid. As the area was calm nobody objected to Shabir’s decision of offering prayers in a local Masjid which is some distance away.  
The dejected father further stated, “Shabir after offering the prayers went to a local graveyard, situated just outside the Masjid, with his friend. At 2:00 pm, while both the friends were busy talking to each other, an STF vehicle passed just outside the graveyard. The forces personnel fired bullets at them. One of the bullets hit Shabir in his back and he fell down. It was then he lost his life”.    
As the Shabir received bullet his friend along with few other persons took him to Sub District Hospital Chadoora where he was declared dead on his arrival. “My son had already died on the spot. The bullet fired at him was shot from a close range leaving no chances of his survival. Undoubtedly, the STF men fired at him only to kill,” Ghulam Mohammad said while blaming the forces of murdering his budding son.
The father blamed the STF personnel for killing his son deliberately to inject fear in the area. “It was a murder. Nobody was there protesting against the forces. The area was calm. The STF men came fired at my son and ran away from the spot,” Ghulam Mohammad said while explaining the circumstances in which his son was killed. 
Shabir’s brother Nisar Ahmad while blaming the forces of killing his brother with intent claimed that he has the cartridge of the bullet that purportedly felled his brother. “This is the one,” he shows it. “I will be filing a case very soon.”
On April 24, Ghulam Mohammad Bhat was summoned to police station Chadoora.  He was asked there whether his son was pelting stones and the location of the incident. “The police instead of investigating the matter asked me to provide details of the incident under which my son was shot dead,” the father said while questioning the non-seriousness of the police in the “case of murder”.  
The disconsolate father has no idea what to do in his son’s killing. How to pursue the case. “I don’t know what to do. I don’t know Kanoon (law). I think police could investigate how and why my son was killed, but I have no hope on it (police),” the naive father stated while stating his ignorance how to fight his son’s case legally. 
Shabir was the mainstay of earning to his family. Shabir survived by his parents, two sisters and a younger brother. “His killing hit us many ways. He was the main source of income to family and a hope. With his killing we lost a family leader and great human being,”Ghulam Mohammad said with sobbing face, the shock of his son’s killing was amply clear and demonstrated by his face.  
Case 03: Amir Manzoor Rasray 
Another boy killed on the day was eighteen-year-old, Amir Manzoor Rasray son of Maznoor Ahmad of Dada Ompura, Charar-e-Sharief, Budgam. Amir was shot dead at a Masjid gate where he was going to offer Magrib (evening) prayers. The area was calm and there were no stone pelting or protest going on in the area.  
	“The troopers – BSF – killed Amir apparently to avenge the election boycott, as the armed forces were frustrated by the overwhelming boycott of the by-election. It was a murder,” Amir’s uncle Farooq Ahmad stated while starting his conversation with The Informative Missive at his tailoring shop.	
	The anger in area was quite palpable even after over two weeks had passed. “Killing a boy while entering the Masjid for offering prayers was enough to demonstrate the sinister-intentions of the soldiers,” Farooq further stated.
Amir has spent his entire day with Farooq Ahmad doing pesticide sprinking at the orchards. “The boy spent the whole day with in the orchards. Little did I know he would be murdered in the evening by the forces,” the uncle stated.
Amir used to live at his maternal uncle’s house at Sogam, Budgam 5 km away from his native village Charar-e-Sharief. He was staying there from his late childhood and studying in Chadoora Higher Secondary perusing his 12th standard. 
On the fateful day, at 6:00 pm, Amir after returning from the orchards performed ablution and went to the local Masjid, located at main road of Sogam, for offering prayers. “As soon as he was entering the Masjid gate a BSF party fire few bullets at him, one of the bullets hit in his head. Immediately, he fell on the gate turning the ground red. The blood was gushing out of his head,” Farooq Ahmad said while describing the circumstances in which Amir was shot dead.  
As the locals spotted the boy flat on the Masjid gate they rushed to take him to nearby Nagam Health Center where he was declared dead on arrival.  “Actually, he had died on the spot. How come a person hit in head with a bullet from point blank range survives,” the dejected uncle stated as his voice raises few decibel while continuing his statement.
Earlier in the day another BSF party had fired indiscriminately, people counted not less than 20 bullets, at the houses in Amir’s native village. There also people didn’t came out to vote. “Luckily, nobody was injured or killed as the BSF soldiers fired bullets in different direction in Dada Ompura. The bullets hit the walls and windowpanes of the houses. The deranged action of the forces was the outcome of the people’s strong election boycott,” Farooq stated while relating the soldiers frustration on the day.  
As the death of Amir was confirmed by the doctors, shocked Farooq Ahmad informed Amir’s parents about the sad incident. “While they (relatives of Amir) were coming to Sogam they were intercepted by the SOG personnel preventing them from visiting Sogam. After unsuccessfully tried for half-an-hour to persuade the SOG men, they took a different rout to reach to the village, however, after covering 2 km at another location BSF men stopped them. For about 45 minutes the soldiers didn’t relent and were abusing them. Finally, the relatives managed to reach Sogam at 8:30 in the evening,” Farooq stated while explaining the hurdles created by the armed forces to the relatives of Amir to see him last time.       
From Sogam Amir was taken to his ancestral graveyard for the burial. People in thousands participated in his last rites and he was laid to rest amid reverberating slogans demanding end to the killings.   
After 5 to 6 days, Amir’s father and Farooq Ahmad were summoned to police station Chadoora. “Police took Amir’s father’s signature on a piece of paper stating that the family has taken Amir’s body in its possession. Police also demanded two photographs of Amir, we don’t know for what purpose,” Farooq averred. 
It appears that the family was clueless as what to do in the case. 
Case 04 and 05: Faizan Ahmad Dar and Abbas 
In another village of Budgam district called Dalwan, two students were killed by the Border Security Forces (BSF) personnel. Both the boys including a minor were not part of the protesting group. The slain students, seventh class student, Faizan Ahmad Dar -12 son of Fayaz Ahmad Dar and Ist year student, Abbas son of Fateh Mohammad Rather of Dalwan, Charar-e-Sharief Budgam were out to see the protests.  They were at sizeable distance from stone pelting boys. Both were fired in their heads leaving almost no chance of their survival. 
	The families, living in a same neighbourhood, of the deceased boys told a researcher of The Informative Missive that on April 9, at 9:00 am, few boys had assembled at a location in Dalwan village. They were pelting stones at Rashtriya Rifles (army) personnel deployed on a hummock. The soldiers, the families said, were also responding with pelting stone back at the boys.  Hardly any stone flew to hit the army personnel because of their elevated location. 
As the clock ticked 9:30 the situation took an ugly turn, when a contingent of BSF personnel deployed at nearby Dalwan polling booth opened fire. Few bullets were shot, precisely four, not in the direction of protesting youth but towards the boys watching the protest. Faizan and Abbas were part of this gathering. No warning shot, nothing of that sort was done. Bullets were fired directly towards the boys. Two of the bullets hit the boys killing two of them.  
Abbas’s mother Saleema was just some meters away from the spot where she saw her son falling to the BSF bullet after Faizan.  She witnessed what she describes as heart rendering incident of her life, which has etched deep in her memory. “The scene (killing of my son) keeps disturbing me. It keeps recurring during nights and days. It seems Abbas is being killed again and again by the forces,” the shocked mother stated. 
 	“I was out to bring Abbas home; he had gone out just before 10 minutes on hearing the protest noise. As I went close to the location where few boys including Abbas had gathered, they were watching the on-going protests from a distance. All of them were silently watching a group of boys pelting stone at forces. As I walked some meters, getting closer to my son, I saw BSF personnel firing at the boys. I saw two of them fell on the ground in no time,” the dejected mother stated. 
The mother vividly remembers that one by one four bullets were fired towards the boys. “The first fire shot missed the boys, the second hit Faizan’s head and the third bullet fired hit Abbas who went to lift Faizan. And the fourth one missed everybody,” the mother said while sharing the details of the circumstances of the incident. 
She further stated, “I saw Abbas fell on the ground after small Faizan. I saw clearly blood soaked heads of the boys. I raised hue and cry literally begging people, who were running after hearing the gunshots, to take these boys to the hospital.”
Both the boys were taken to the nearby Pakeherpora Health Center while Faizan was already dead, Abbas was breathing. From there Abbas was shifted to Chadoora sub district hospital till there he had life in him Due to lack of advance hospital infrastructure, he was shifted to SMHS hospital at Srinagar. 
“Abbas stopped breathing on way to SMHS hospital. Officially he was declared dead at 1:30 pm,” the disconsolate mother stated.     
Like Abbas, Faizan was also out to see the protest. “He had just come back from religious seminary where he was memorizing the holy Quran. While he was having tea he heard a noise. To establish what was going outside he went out and being a kid mixed up with few boys who were watching the youth protesting,” Faizan’s grandfather Ghulam Nabi Dar stated while talking to The Informative Missive at his residence.  
“Normally Faizan gets frightened by the protests and had never shown any interest in joining the protests. The reason him being standing and watching the protest was the protest was happening just some distance away from our house, and there were also few local boys with him. Little did we know he would be killed there,” the old man stated.
While he was watching the protests his grandmother Zeba went to call him home. Fazian send her back saying he will be at home in a very short while. “He just slipped away from my hands. He told me wini yemi (I will come soon). Soon I reached home he was fired and killed there,” Zeba stated while forcefully rubbing her both hands rueing why she didn’t bring him along. 
As the Abbas’s body was at SMHS a police team arrived and took his body in its custody. The body was taken to police control room at Batamaloo, Srinagar. After long persuasion at 5 pm the body was taken to his ancestral graveyard.    
Amid reverberating sloganeering the boys were laid to rest at their ancestral graveyard.  
	Faizan was studying in 7th class while Abbas was perusing graduation. Both the boys were good at education, their families said.  
	The families had no idea whether the police had filed FIR or not. “We don’t know about the police FIR neither police contacted us,” the families stated. 
Few days later Fateh Mohammad Rather, Abbas’s father visited the office of The Informative Missive, as he was absent the day when the researcher visited his home to collect case details. A policeman by profession Fateh Mohammad has yet to approach the police for obtaining the FIR copy. “The SHO on time of by son’s killing has been transferred and the new SHO has personally told me that Abbas’s killing could have been avoided,” the dejected father said. 
Fathah Mohammad has expressed that he has no faith in judicial system 
In 2014 Fathah‘s another son was murdered by his own friend for money. “The wounds were still fresh of my son Mudasir Ahmed’s killing murdered by his own friend in March 2014. Police in a very short span of time solved his murder case and arrested the accused,” the father stated, adding that only after a year the accused was set free by the court despite having convincing and incriminating evidence against him. 
“I am wondering as to how the court set free the accused.  
Case No 06 and 07: Umar Farooq and Muzaffar Ahmad Mir, Labourer
While seven people were killed in Budgam district one more was killed in Ganderbal district and another injured succumbed to his injuries ten days later taking the toll to nine killing related to the by-poll elections on April 9.  
Umar Farooq son of Farooq Ahmad of Borus, Lar, Ganderbal was targeted and killed on April 9 and another youth who came to his rescue was also shot leaving him seriously injured. The injured youth Muzaffar a resident of Zangalpora, Kulgam breathed his last on April 19. Muzaffar was living in Ganderbal from last two years as he was working there as a labourer.   
“Umar Farooq’s killing clearly suggests CRPF men were out to kill people. Umar was killed at a spot where there was no protest or stone pelting incident whatsoever. After pumping two bullets in him another youth Muzaffar who came for his rescue was also shot in his ribcage,” stated Abdul Rashid, Umar’s uncle who earlier in the day had served water to CRPF people deployed outside a polling station in his village Borus. 
	Umar’s uncle Abdul Rashid Gania, a farmer, told the researcher, “In Borus the day (April 9) passed off peacefully. Few people voted while majority abstain from casting their vote out of their sweet-will.  No incident of stone pelting or protest took place in the village. The area was absolutely calm”.
	However, there were reports of clashes from Krehama, a village over 1 km away from Borus. As the news of protests at Krehama spread Farooq went to call his sisters back who had gone to get vegetable from caravan at Borus. “Perturbed about his sisters safety Umar, after spending whole day at home, went to get his sisters back. While he reached Borus bridge a passing by CRPF vehicle fired at walking Umar. They (CRPF) pumped two bullets in him, one in his hearth and other below his left ribcage. He died there and then,” the dejected uncle stated while giving details of the situation in which Umar was killed.
	Muzaffar Ahmad Mir, a labourer, of Zangalpora, Kulgam witnessed the killing of Umar Farooq, as he was walking on the same road on the day. “When Muzaffar saw Omar falling on the ground he rushed to take him to the hospital. Soon he gets closer to Umar, the same CRPF men, who had stayed there for some time probably to ensure Omar death, fired at him. The bullet hit him in his lower abdomen leaving him seriously injured,” the shocked uncle stated while giving details of the incident at his residential house and at the same time the moaning cries of Omar’s mother were emanating from another room. 
While both the youth were lying on the road another boy, a local, from a distance saw the injured on the ground. Instead of going to the spot, the boy Mehraj-ud-Din went to the village informing the elders and Omar’s family.  Then the villagers went to the spot and took the boys to Sub District Hospital Ganderbal.
“While Omar was dead, Muzaffar was talking and localizing with the people in the hospital. Muzaffar had himself informed his family about the incident. Both the youth were shifted to SKIMS at Soura Srinagar. In SKIMS Omar was declared dead at 9:00 pm and Muzaffar was admitted for treatment,” Rashid stated.  
Abdul Rashid further said, “The injured Muzaffar relates everything to me how the incident happed. He was an eyewitness to the murder of my nephew. He told me how CRPF targeted Omar and when he went to take him to the hospital he was also fired. CRPF had targeted him to eliminate him in order to kill the witness also and there was every chance of my nephews killing could be termed as done by unknown gunmen”.  
On April 10, morning, Omar Farooq was laid to rest in his ancestral graveyard amid sloganeering and participation of thousands of people. 
Exactly after ten days, on April 19, Muzaffar succumbed to his injuries in Bone and Joint Hospital at Barzulla Srinagar. Abdul Rashid blamed doctors for negligence in Muzaffar’s case. “He was quite fine even after receiving bullet injury. He was combatable while talking for over a week and the location where the bullet has hit him gave enough chances for the doctors to save his life. But the doctors keep shifting him from one hospital to another due to which he was never given concentrated treatment and, therefore, this negligence caused his death. The doctors were not blame free. Their role should also be probed” the enraged Abdul Rashid stated while stating his frustration over the role doctors played in treating the youth.     
Muzaffar was a construction labourer. He has been working in Ganderbal area and has rented an accommodation at Yunger village. He was very familiar with the people.   
	After five days of Umar’s killing, on April 14, the SHO Kherbawani Police Station visited the Umar house telling his father to come to police station. After couple of days along with the village head Sanaullah Bhat 
Farooq Ahmad Gania went to the police station. There they were told an FIR has been registered, however, Farooq has no idea what was written in the FIR. 
“We neither know what was written in the FIR nor was a copy of it furnished to us, which makes us doubtful of the content of the FIR. The SHO told my brother that the FIR copy would be send to deputy commission’s office, but strangely didn’t share the same with us,” Abdul Rashid said while expressing his doubts over the content of FIR, which has been concealed from the family.  
Omar was working as a driver and the only boy in his entire family. 
Muzaffar had come to Ganderbal two years ago, a few months after his father died of cancer. In the 14 months since he left home to work as wage labourer in Ganderbal, he had not visited home even once. Four days before he was injured, he had called his brother-in-law to say that he will be visiting home in a week’s time.
After Muzaffar’s father was diagnosed with cancer, the family sold almost all its fertile agricultural land for his treatment. All the three siblings were toiling hard and had started constructing a little house out of their hard-earned money.
Muzaffar is survived by his ailing mother and three siblings, including a sister. The family lives in a dilapidated kaccha house.
Case No. 8: Adil Farooq Sheikh
12th class student, Sheikh Adil Farooq, 17, of Kawoosa, Khalisa, Narbal, Budgam was another boy killed on April 9. He was killed at a time when CRPF and police were withdrawing from Chak-i-Kawoosa polling booth, where they were deployed for poll duty. It was not clear which agency’s bullet and pellets killed the boy, as CRPF and policemen were together on the spot.  
While talking to The Informative Missive Adil’s elder brother Shakeel Ahmad said, “Adil’s killing was a clear case of cold blooded murder. There was no protest or stone pelting in the area. Frustrated by the thin voting turn out, the forces kill my brother.”
On April 9, in the afternoon at 2.pm Adil went to his friend Mehraj’s house at Chak-i-Kawoosa to give him a book. Both the friends were preparing for the MBBS entrance exams. To reach to his friend’s house he needs to cover at least 1 km distance. 
By and large people have boycotted the elections turning the polling booths deserted locations. There were mild incidents of the protests earlier in the day. Due to the election boycott the polling agents at Government Middle School Chak I Kawoosa polling booth had left well before the time. The CRPF and Police from Gagarpora and Magam police station were deployed in and around the booth. 
ShakeelAhmad further stated, “When the forces came out of the main gate of the polling booth they started firing bullets and pellets without any provocation. There were few people outside the booth but no one was able to understand why the armed forces started firing pellets and bullets. Adil was just passing by. A bullet was hit in his throat, which seems very much targeted, and pellets on his body.  Mehraj saw his friends falling to the forces firing and he rushed towards him.”   
Mehraj with the help of some locals took Adil to his home. When his family members saw him badly injured they all were shocked. “We couldn’t accompany him to the hospital because the shock has rattled us, so we requested his friend Mehraj and other local boys to take him to the hospital” Shakeel Ahmad stated.
Mehraj and a boy took him on bike as they couldn’t arrange a car. They took him to Noora Hospital, Narbal where they were advised to take him to J.V.C Hospital, Bemina. 
“He died en route to the JVC hospital at around 3:00 pm and at 6.30 pm he was laid to rest,” stated the dejected brother. 
After four days Shakeel went to the Srinagar Municipality office to get his brother’s death registered and to obtain his death certificate. However, he was told to get his brother’s death certificate from the hospital to establish his brother’s death.  
“The Dr. Zaffer Ahmad, Causality Medical Officer at JVC issued a certificate with incorrect name and age of my brother. The Municipality office rejected it as an incorrect document and asked me to get the accurate and correct one. When I asked the hospital authorities for correct certificate, they asked me to get written letter for Police Station Magam for correction. When I went to the hospital with police letter, then the doctor there told me to get an affidavit from Tehsil office. It was frustrating. Even after submitting the affidavit, the death certificate mentioned only pellet injuries not the fatal bullet injury,” the brother stated while expressing his frustration while obtaining his brother’s death certificate.  
Ironically, none of the hospital record mentioning bullet injury to the boy. “Everyone was surprised as to why the hospital authorities didn’t mentioned Adil’s bullet injury in his medical records, which we believe caused his death as he had a bullet hole in his throat,” Shakeel stated while doubting hospital authorities intentions while preparing the medical record of his bother.  
Adil’s family has no idea whether police has file FIR or not. “We don’t known about the FIR. Neither police came to us nor we went to them,” the brother stated when asked about the registration of FIR. 

Budgam Youth Still Feels Tied to the Army Jeep 

Tying of a Kashmir youth with an army jeep in Budgam district during parliamentary by polls on April 9 creates ripples across Kashmir. It was through a video footage, which goes viral on social media networking sites, that use of human shield and torture of a Kashmir youth came to fore. The incident invited large scale condemnations not only locally but also international orgnizations issued statement against it. The incident has put the army in a spot of bother. 
  	The killings of seven youth on April 9 by the armed forces were the main news from the Budgam district during parliamentary by-polls. As soon the video footage showing a youth being tied with a military jeep by an army Major and paraded through different village went viral the entire focus went towards the human shield incident. There was also an announcement being heard in the video footage warning the stone pelters being met with the same fate.[image: ]



Relatives of desaparecidos and civil society activists during sit in


The Budgam human shield incident refreshes the spectre of Chitthibandi, Bandipora human shield issue of February 2004 when five civilians were killed after being used as human shield by the army during an encounter with militants. There were also scores of incident of civilians being used as human shield by armed forces during their anti-militancy operation in Kashmir since 1989.  Most of those cases go unreported and unrecorded.   
	The victim Farooq Ahmad Dar, 26, son of Abdul Rahim Dar of Chill Brasss, Tehsil Khan Sahab in district Budgam was in state of shock when a reporter of The Informative Missive visited his house for his interview. Worthwhile to mention here that Farooq was among very few people who had casted their vote on April 9 for parliamentary by-polls while overwhelming majority of the Budgam district populace had decided to boycott the election. Farooq was enraged over the Indian media reporting as he was projected as a stone pelter during the reportage.
	While talking to The Informative Missive Farooq said, “after casting my vote I returned home for cup of tea. At 9:30 am I along with my elder brother Ghulam Qadir and a cousin Hilal Ahmad went for Gampora village in Beeru to condole the demise of our relative. We took two bikes to reach to the relatives place at village Chill, which is about 25 km away from my village. While my brother and my cousin were on one bike and I was riding alone on the other bike”.
	En route, almost after covering 20 kms distance, Farooq was stopped by an army’s patrolling party led by a Major at Gogoi at around 10:30 am. The soldiers were from Rayar Army Camp. “The soldiers shouted at me ‘oye saale rukjao’. My brother and cousin were watching it from a little distance, but they chose not to confront the army at the spot and went back to home to seek help of the elders. Soon I was stopped by the army, they immediately started beating me without giving any reason,” Farooq stated. 
According to Farooq there was no stone pelting incident either in his native village or in Utligam village where he was stopped. 
Farooq further stated, “I was beaten with sticks by the army soldiers without saying any word.  As many as 20 soldiers were beating me.  After that I was trussed up with the spare wheel at the front of the army jeep and was driven through several villages of Beeru and Khansahib tehsils from 11 am to 2:30pm. For over 26 km I was paraded”. 
It was at Khospora village, near Rayar Army Camp, the jeep was stopped by some elderly men who know me very well. They requested army to release me but soldiers didn’t pay any heed to them.  The Major snatched away my mobile phone, which is still lying with him. It was a caravan of army vehicles, how many I don’t know, led by the jeep to which I was tied”. 
Around 2:30 pm Farooq was brought to a CRPF camp in Hardpanzu, a village in Budgam where he was tied with a chair in the camp ground for about an hour. “After taking me in the CRPF camp the soldiers tied me with a chair in an open camp ground for an hour. Then my hands and feet were tied with the ropes and I was thrown into an army vehicle. They placed me between the two seats, approximately 10 feet long seat– opposite to each other- on each seat 8 soldiers were seated. Some of the soldiers put their jackboots on my tied body with their gun butts places on my legs and chest. They (soldiers) were intermittently kicking me. It was dark in the vehicle and I was suffocating. The soldiers were so cruel when I asked for water they refused,” Farooq stated while revealing his torture by the army soldiers.   
At 5 pm, Farooq was taken to 53 RR camp stationed at Rayar, Budgam. Farooq was kept there in a room where he spotted medicines and bandage rolls on the shelves. There too he was beaten ruthlessly with sticks by five army personnel. One army man put iron rings into his fingers and punched on Farooq’s face with the same. 
At around 7:30 pm Farooq’s brother Ghulam Qadir along with the Sarpanch Bashir Ahmad Magray came to the camp and requested the army Major to release him.  Farooq was released after getting his and his brother’s signature on some document scripted in Hindi language, which Farooq and his brother were unable to read.  Till he was released he was continuously beaten by the army. 
“The troopers were merciless. They showed not even a small sigh of being a human.  They kept beating me till I was in their custody. They were enjoying their torture over me. How brutal they were,” the shocked youth stated.
Farooq struck by trauma of his life. He was afraid of going for a medical check-up despite being repeatedly persuaded by his family. “I was shell-shocked over the treatment I was subjected to by the army Major and his men. I want to confine myself only to my house fearing if the army Major will again spotted me anywhere he will either repeat the same or kill me. This fear has badly gripped me,” the depressed Farooq stated while expressing the continuous threat to his safety.  
After some days Farooq received a phone call from a local human rights activist, who had filed a case before State Human Rights Commission again using Farooq as a human shield. 
	“The activist informed me to appear before the Commission, as he had filed a petition before it against the army. On April 21, I went to the Commission and the Chairman Bilal Nazki after listening me advised me to visit the hospital first as my health was in bad shape. He also gave a written letter on SMHS hospital recommending the hospital administration to treat me free, “Farooq stated.  
	Farooq was in the hospital for six days.  During these days he was once was sent to Government Psychiatric Hospital to treat his trauma. There he was advised to visit the Rehabilitation block of on every Tuesday, however, he said he is not going for rehabilitation stints as he want to stay inside his house fearing the army Major. 
Once he went to Bone and Joints hospital, Barzulla, Srinagar as he was feeling continuous and severe pain all over his body. 
Farooq is still taking medicines but still feels severe pain in his legs and back. Farooq is not able to do any work as his feels pains.
FIR Vide No. 38/17 US 342/149/506 and 367 RPC stands registered against Army at police station Beerwah in Budgam district. Investigation is being conducted by SDPO Magam, they said.
Farooq still feels that he was tied to the army jeep. “The feeling tied with the jeep is still there and I don’t known when I would be able to overcome that uncomfortable feeling,” Farooq stated.
Reactions and condemnation in the backdrop of the human shield incident: 
On April 14, Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti has sought a detailed report from the police in this regard “so that necessary action is initiated”. She termed the army’s act as depicted in the video “unacceptable”. While Indian Home Minister Rajnath Singh said he would look into the issue human shield video. He said he had no information on the video as of now, but added, "Whatever has happened, we will look into it."
On April 15, Lt General (Rtd) Harcharanjit Singh Panag, former General Officer Commanding-in-chief, Northern Command, said that image of tying a youth to an Army jeep would haunt his force and the nation for a long time, even as he sees parallels between Kashmir and Vietnam.
	“When the state starts looking like a mirror image of the terrorists, it spells ominous portents!” he said in another tweet.
The retired general in response to journalist Rahul Singh, re-tweeted: “This image will cost us taxpayers multiple crore in Army’s image management cost.”
Earlier in a tweet, in response to security analyst Nitin Gokhle, Lt Gen Panag tweeted: “U have covered J&K enough to the ans (sic). I have yet to see a mob stand after a few placed shots on the knees. This image is classic Vietnam.”
Lt Gen Panag was the second Army general, who has opposed the move and has termed it as violation of laid down military procedure. On Friday evening, former General Officer Commanding-in-chief, Northern Command, B S Jaswal, in debate on a TV channel had termed the action illegal and a violation of laid down military procedure. “The Army officer should have got out of his vehicle when the stone-pelting started, pulled out a weapon and fired a warning shot below the waist, and had the crowd not dispersed, fired again for the effect,” Lt General B S Jaswal had said.
April 15: Two recent videos from Jammu and Kashmir appearing to show the use of torture and excessive force by security forces must lead to prosecution in civilian courts of those suspected to be responsible, Amnesty International India said on Saturday.
“In one video uploaded on 14 April, a man, later identified as 24-year-old Farooq Ahmad Dar from Khansahib, Budgam is seen strapped to the front of a moving Indian Army jeep. A soldier can be heard saying, “This will be the fate of people who throw stones.” Some media reports later quoted unnamed Army sources as saying that Army officials had tied Farooq Dar to the jeep as a ‘human shield’ to deter people from throwing stones at their convoy,” Amnesty said.
April 17: The State Human Rights Commission sought a report from the Superintendent of Police Budgam on the incident of a youth being tied to the bonnet of an army jeep last week. The SHRC also called the incident “a prima-facie gross violation of human rights.”
Chairperson of the SHRC Justice (Retd) Bilal Nazki sought a report from the SP Budgam by April 27 as to “whether such an incident has happened and if so in what circumstances.”
April 17: Despite a case filed by JK Police, the BJP-led government in New Delhi has decided to stand by the army officer who ordered the strapping of a youth in Budgam to an army jeep on April 9.
“The government has taken note of the army probe into the April 9 incident which concluded that the commanding officer took the decision reluctantly and as the last resort after he realised that his unit had to pass through streets crowded with a group of stone-pelters who had also taken positions on surrounding rooftops,” The Times of India reported.
April 18: Attorney General Mukul Rohatgi, the Government of India’s chief legal advisor, has backed army in human shield video saying officer did the smart thing and questioning where there is "so much noise" over armymen tying a Kashmir man to the front of a moving military jeep.
Talking to NDTV, Rohatgi said the recent report about a Kashmiri youth tied to an Army vehicle helped contain stone-pelters and saved the poll officials.
“Why so much noise,” he said.
The Attorney General “hailed” the Army for doing a “great job” under hostile conditions.
April 20: The army has ordered a Court of Inquiry into the “human shield” incident in which a Kashmiri man was tied to the bonnet of an army jeep in Budgam on April 9. Army sources said that inquiry has been given one month’s time to complete the probe.
The Court of Inquiry( CoI) will look into the circumstances that prompted an army major to tie the Kashmiri youth to the jeep’s bonnet as a “human shield”. The CoI has been given time till May 15 to probe the incident, the sources said.
April 20:  BJP General Secretary Ram Madhav complimented an army officer responsible for tying a man to a jeep's bonnet in Kashmir, saying "everything is fair in love and war" and the "harsh" decision saved lives of civilians and soldiers.
April 27: The State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) asked SMHS Hospital to examine Farooq Ahmad Dar and submit his medical report within a week.

Amarnath Yatra, A Militarized Pilgrimage Released

On April 20, the 13th death anniversary of rights activist Asiya Jeelani, and in memory of her life, work and struggle for justice, Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society and EQUATIONS, a Bangalore based research, campaign and advocacy organisation working on issues of tourism and ecology, released a report, “Amarnath Yatra: a Militarised Pilgrimage” based on a study on the Amarnath Yatra, between 2014-2016.  The report was released during a press conference in a local hotel in Srinagar. 
To release the report, first of its kind, renowned civil rights activist Gautam Navlakha and Swathi of EQAUATIONS visited Srinagar to attend the report release. The others who were the part of the report release were JKCCS President Parvez Imroz, Programme Co-ordinator Khurram Parvez and others. 
Worthwhile to mention here, prior to report release, there were apprehensions that the govt. will not allow the report release, as in past at many occasion the JKCCS was prevented from conducting its programmes. Like in July 2014, the lecture of Prof. Mridu Rai, an internationally acclaimed academician, organized by JKCCS was blocked by the government and as recent as in April 2016 the office of JKCCS was sealed to prevent it from conducting a press conference regarding a sexual violence case. 
The Amarnath Yatra report is based on data collected from RTIs filed on multiple departments, interviews with government officials in Kashmir, all concerned authorities and organisation, and people in Kashmir, Jammu, Delhi and Ludhiana and secondary sources. The report seeks to begin a critical enquiry into religious tourism and challenges the role of a constitutionally secular state in its promotion and sustenance. The Yatra underlines the undemocratic functioning of Indian rule in Kashmir, and draws attention to issues of militarization, communal conflicts, resource monopolisation, and ecological devastation.
The Amarnath Yatra is an annual pilgrimage that takes place between July-August to a cave in south Kashmir. What makes the Yatra unique and an important phenomenon to study is the role of the state in the conduct of the Yatra and the how it paves way for non-state actors (especially from outside Kashmir) to hold sway.
Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society and EQUATIONS conducted a study on the Yatra between 2014-2016. The report is based on data collected from RTIs filed on multiple departments, interviews with government officials in Kashmir, all concerned authorities and organisation, and people in Kashmir, Jammu, Delhi and Ludhiana and secondary sources. The report seeks to begin a critical enquiry into religious tourism especially the role of a secular state therein.
The report reveals the following important findings and conclusions:
· Over a period of time, and especially from the 1990s, the demographics of the Yatra has changed, with lakhs of Yatris participating from many regions of India. The number of Yatris participating has increased from mere thousands until 1990, with an increase since 1996 to over 3 lakhs in 2015. What was traditionally a 15-day Yatra is now conducted for between 45-55 days. The increase in number of days was institutionalised after the formation of the Shri Amarnathji Shrine Board (SASB) in 2001, a statutory independent Board, headed by the Governor, which functions as a ‘State within the State’, without any accountability and few regulatory checks on its wide and arbitrary exercise of powers.
· Given the eco-sensitive and precarious nature of the region, and the critical role it plays in terms of providing water and environmental stability to the Valley, there are serious implications of unregulated large visitations in the two valleys – Lidder and Sindh. Environmental concerns are linked to: carrying capacity, sanitation and solid waste and other environmental concerns like seismisity of the area, impact on glaciers and high altitude flora and fauna.
· Based on interviews with key personnel of the armed forces, it appears that about 30,000 personnel were deployed in 2015 for the purpose of the Yatra. This is in addition to the camps of the armed forces located on the route, who are additionally activated for the duration of the Yatra. The Report also looks at the history of conflicts related to the Yatra, particularly the Amarnath land row of 2008, and the role of militarization in such conflicts.
· NGOs set up langars or community kitchens along the Yatra route. 75% of the langar organisers come from Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. While langars are accountable to follow rules and regulations vis-a-vis menu, waste disposal practices and services that they are allowed / disallowed to provide, it was found that they violate most of them especially linked to the menu and waste disposal practices, leading to visible ecological degradation along the route. The share of Kashmiri tour and travel operators and hotel owners is minuscule since tour operators used are mostly from Jammu or outside the state and very few people stay in hotels due to the presence of the SASB camps along the route. Kashmiris who comprise unorganised service providers including tentwalas, ponywalas, dandiwalas, loadbearers and taxi drivers, have little bargaining power to negotiate fair wages and rates. The report contests claims of socio-religious organisations that people of Kashmir gain the most from the Yatra because of economic benefits.
· Since the 1980s, there has been an increasing trend of State encouragement and facilitation of newer Yatra pilgrimages in the region. Some of these, like the Amarnath Yatra, are coloured with religious-nationalist hues like the Buddha Amarnath, Kauser Nag and Sindhu Darshan Yatras. While some others like the Machail Yatra and Kailash Kund Yatra are the attempt to escalate a localised Yatra into a pan-Jammu/pan-India Yatra with economic motivations at their helm and often patronised by the tourism industry.  The history of the Yatra is ridden with conflicts over resource allocation and land use, which are likely to be further exacerbated by this communalised State policy.
· In its dealing in relation to the Yatra, the Indian State comes through clearly as a Hindu state, privileging the rights of Hindu pilgrims over pressing local environmental and human rights concerns. In Kashmir this divisive communalisation has further significance given that it is a disputed territory, and a Muslim majority region. 
Following are the key demands emerging from the observations and analysis of data:
· Restrict the Yatra to its traditional period of 15 days. Very importantly, the faith of the yatris cannot be instrumentalised to further India’s political interests. We also call upon devotee groups to resist this use of their faith. 
· De-militarize the Amarnath Yatra. The military has no place in a space of divinity. If the terrain renders the Yatra dangerous then disaster management institutions need to be involved and not the armed forces 
· Conduct an Environment Impact Assessment of the pilgrimage and make necessary changes to the numbers allowed, and to its conduct. Carrying capacity should be scientifically established and regulatory mechanisms should accordingly be put in place. 
· The number of langars should be rationalised, so should the menu. Discriminatory practices like disallowing entry of Kashmiris in the langars should be actively discouraged by the State. 
· The Kashmiri service providers who primarily service the unorganised aspects of the Yatra, namely, tent owners, people who carry Yatris on dandis, porters and horse owners have to be recognised as equal participants of the Yatra as those of the organised sector. 
· The extra constitutional role played by socio-religious organistions in the SASB, and the impunity they enjoy in their functioning, must be curtailed, in keeping with principles of secularism, enshrined in the Indian laws and the constitution
· The SASB Act needs to be repealed, or amended bearing in mind secular, constitutional tenets. The SASB which functions like a state within the state needs to be reformed such that it plays only an implementing role with final decision making reposed with the JK government. 
· Attempts to create more Amarnaths like Buddha Amarnath and Kauser Nag need to nipped at the bud before they become another site of active conflict.

Bullet in head explains BSF intention of killing my son: Father 

On April 15, a 17-year-old youth was killed when Border Security Forces (BSF) personnel at Batamaloo in Srinagar. The firing took place when BSF of 38 Battalion was passing through Reki Chowk at Batamaloo. 
Sajad Ahmad, 17, a student of 12 standard, originally a resident of Barmaulla district received bullet injury in his head. He was rushed to hospital, where he was declared dead. His killing triggered massive late evening protests in Batamaloo area where the police imposed restriction to prevent people from protesting against the killing. 
A researcher of The Informative Missive visited the victim’s rented accommodation in interiors of Batamaloo area in Srinagar where he talked to Ghulam Hassan, Sajad’s father. Ghulam Hassan originally a resident of Dodhvugh, Baramulla had migrated along with his family to Srinagar to earn his livelihood. 
The father was in a state of shock and after brief persuasion agreed to talk to the researcher.  
“I lost my young and promising son. See the spot where the soldiers had targeted my son. Bullet in his head clearly shows that my son was targeted with the intention to kill him,” the inconsolable father stated.  
According to local eye-witnesses, three armoured trucks of BSF entered the locality at around 6:30 pm and there were people standing in a group form. The soldiers perhaps mistook this small group as protestors and without any provocation fired in air and one bullet was aimed at Sajad’s head. 
“They (BSF soldiers) killed Sajad to inject fear among the people in the locality,” the father stated.
Hassan further stated that, “At 6:30 pm Sajad went to bring some refreshment for the family and only returned dead home”. 
According to locals and Ghulam Hassan there is question and argument as why BSF 38 Batallion changed their due course of direction from their daily routine and turned towards the crowded lanes of S.D. Colony, Batamaloo. This sudden change in direction also shows their attitude towards locals by starting aerial firing in the crowded lane.  
An attempt with the hope that the boy may survive the bullet injury, people shifted him to the hospital. “My son had died on the spot. When the BSF started firing he was in the SD Colony market just outside his house. Actually he died there and then,” the father stated.    
His killing enraged the whole Batamaloo area as people thronged to the streets to protest his killing. The protesters were responded with intense teargas shelling by forces. 
Late in the evening the boy was laid to rest.  
As the situation remained tense in Batamaloo area and to deal with the imminent protests administration imposed curfew in entire Batamaloo area.  
On April 16, police filed murder charges and started investigation in the case of killing. The case has been registered at police station Batamaloo where the BSF has also filed its incident report.
Senior Superintendent of Police Srinagar, Imtiyaz Ismail Parray, confirmed that a case had been registered by police.
According to sources, Sub Inspector Rajinder Baghde of 38 BN BSF, who was heading the small convoy consisting of three vehicles, submitted the incident report. The report mentioned that the troops were on way to Humhama BSF Headquarters after returning from Army’s veterinary unit when the incident took place.

Deaf and Dumb Man Dies Six Months After Beaten by CRPF
Police Not Filing FIR

Almost after six months, on April 2, thirty-one-year-old, Mushtaq Ahmad Kandoo breathed his last at his residential house. Mushtaq was beaten ruthlessly by the CRPF troopers last year on October 26, when mass agitation triggered after the killing of Burhan Wani was going on. His killing further swelled the long list of civilian killed by the armed forces during the last year agitation. The police refused to file FIR when approached by Mushtaq’s father to do so.   
Mushtaq son of Ghulam Ahmad Kandoo a resident of Gania Mohalla, Soura in the outskirts of Srinagar was pounced on by the CRPF persons and beaten when he was out to empty a kitchen dustbin.
To gather the information about the incident and what follows after, a team of The Informative Missive visited Mushtaq’s house. Only an old lady was present there who introduced herself as mother of the victim. She asked the team to wait for some time till Mushtaq’s younger brother Manzoor Ahmad arrives, as he was the one who know the full case details. In a very short while Manzoor arrived.
 	“Undoubtedly it was a murder case. They (CRPF) killed him,” Manzoor stated as he started his conversation with the visiting team about his brother’s killing. 
While elaboration about the case details he said, Mushtaq was suffering from disability. He was deaf and dumb. Medically declared 75% physically challenged, to back his claim of disability of his brother Manzoor produced a copy of his medical disability certificate issued in 2010. In simple terms he was suffering from congenital communication disability.    
 	On the fateful day, October 26 last year, Manzoor said, “He went out to empty a kitchen dustbin, a practice he was doing from his childhood. To through the garbage unusually he went to a particular place, some ½ km from the house. While returning after throwing the waste when he was just few hundred meters away from the house, he was pounced on by the CRPF troopers deployed to choke the protests. He was ruthlessly beaten.”     
In an injured state Mushtaq went to home. “We were shocked to see his conditions. He was badly limping and moaning pointing towards his injuries. Before we could make out what happened to him few neighbours came, outside whose house he was beaten, informed us about the incident,” Manzoor stated
Mushtaq’s family was shocked on hearing the details of the incident from their neighbours. “At 1:30 pm while Mushtaq was walking towards his home carrying an empty dustbin few CRPF personnel stopped him and started beating him badly. They keep beating and kicking him till he fell on the ground crying,” Manzoor said what he was told by his neighbours about the incident.     
That day there were protests going on but at a sizeable distance from the spot where Mushtaq was beaten. 
 	“To ascertain the gravity of injuries Mushtaq suffered, my mother Zoona went to bring home a local paramedic. The paramedic after examining him told us to take him to the hospital as he suspects some internal and grave injuries. Due to tense situation the family delayed taking him to the hospital till next day morning” Manzoor said. 
On October 27, morning, he was taken to nearby SKIMS, valley’s tertiary hospital where doctors prescribed some medicines and asked the family to take him home. The doctors, according to the family, didn’t conduct any X-ray or medical test of Mushtaq to ascertain the amount of damage caused to him by CRPF murderous beating.  
Despite taking medicines there was no relief from pain. One of the neighbours, who knows an orthopaedic, advised the family to take him to the doctor. The doctor suggested the family to take him to the JVC hospital, as he required treatment under doctors’ observation. “When we took him to JVC there an x-ray done on him shows that his hip bone was badly fractured. After ten days treatment he was discharged,” the brother said while sharing the details of the problems the victim faced after being beaten by the forces.      
Despite the treatment there was no sign of improvement in his condition. After a month-and-a-half Mushtaq was taken to Bone and Joint hospital at Srinagar. There the doctors conducted his mandatory tests -MRI, CT scan and others. The result of tests was depressing. The tests show that his hip bone was fractured badly almost beyond recovery. 
Manzoor further stated, “The doctors at Bone and Joint hospital after 22 days treatment asked us to take him home as there was not much hope in his injury healing.”
His MRI impression says: defuse disease infiltration of both femori with pathological fracture in right neck of femur with a vascular necrosis of head of femur. 
 	In the month of February 2017, Mushtaq’s father went to the police station Soura to file FIR, however, the police refused to entertain his complaint citing delay in approaching the police and called the incident an ‘old matter’. 
Since Mushtaq’s family belongs to the downtrodden section of society, the family has left with no money to bear his medical expenses. Mushtaq’s father was a driver and his brother a shawl weaver was not earning for months, as they got fully engaged with him. A case for compensation was filed with Deputy Commissioner’s office; however, the effort goes in vain. The father also writes to the Chief Minister’s grieves cell requesting it to help the family in providing the much-needed compensation, but without any success.    
On April 2 Mushtaq breathed his last at his home.  
After few days of his death, the father again visited the police station to file FIR again he was told the same sentence, the matter is old and police can’t file FIR in it. 

Wanted in Saderkoot massacre case, ‘Ikhwani’ Rashid Billa shot dead

On April 16, suspected militants, on late evening, shot dead a notorious pro-government gunman Rashid Billa at Hajin in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district. 
Superintendent of Bandipora, Zulfikar Azad told media that two militants barged into the house of Billa at around 10 pm and opened fired at him, killing him on the spot.
“Billa was not taken to the hospital as he had died on the spot. His family was also present in the house but the militants did not do harm them. They killed Billa and left,” sources in police said.
After few days a two member team of The Informative Missive went to Billa’s native place to gather more details about Rashid Billa.
The Informative Missive cross a police camp, an Army Goodwill school and then, a little further, a typical Kashmiri graveyard where mazarmonj (irises) are now blooming among the graves. We are entering Hajan, where on April 16, Abdul Rashid Parray alias Rashid Billa, former chief commander of the Ikhwan-ul-Muslimoon, was shot dead in his own home. But according to reports presented by the police in the high court, Billa – who was a primary accused in the Saderkoot massacre – had been untrace able and was absconding. Apparently his house too had been “seized”.[image: ]Rashid Billa



Relatives of desaparecidos and civil society activists during sit in


The town of Hajan in Bandipora district, some 35 km northeast of Srinagar, did not mourn the killing of Billa. In  fact, when the entire Kashmir Valley erupted in widespread student protests on April 17, the town of Hajan remained calm.
“It was deliberate. The people of the town consciously decided not to observe a hartal or hold demonstrations because observing shutdown would have been construed as a protest against Billa’s killing,” a government teacher from Hajan told us.
In Parrey Mohalla in Hajan, neighbours are wary of strangers enquiring about the residence of Billa. An old lady finally escorted us to the alley on the far end of which lies Billa’s house. The lady wouldn’t come into the alley. She directed us from a little distance away.
Billa’s wife Jameela Begum, his son and other family members told us how four men managed to gain entry into their home at around 9:30 pm on April 16. “We heard a knock on the door. On inquiring we learnt that it was a neighbour, whom we considered to be as close as a son. The door was opened for him. He, along with an employee in our cable business and two strangers pushed their way in,” Jameela told The Informative Missive.
The men forced Billa to leave the room where he sat with his children and grandchildren. They went into an adjoining room. Two minutes later, gunshots rang out. Billa was found dead with a bullet wound at the back of his head. All the men managed to escape.
‘No closure for Saderkoot victims’
In the village of Saderkoot Bala, just a few kilometres away, Ghulam Qadir Dar got the news of the killing a few hours later. “I stayed awake the whole night,” he said. His mind went into flashback mode. On the night of October 5, 1996, Billa and his associates barged into Dar’s house in Saderkoot Bala and killed four members of his family – his wife, son, daughter and a nephew. Billa and his gang had then gone on to kill three other people in the village.
For Dar, Billa’s killing doesn’t bring any closure. Dar and other victim’s families had filed a writ petition in 2015 demanding action, since the police had done nothing in the last 20 years – not even produced a chargesheet in court.
Dar says that it is wrong that Billa was killed. “The case was going on. Court had ordered that Billa be arrested, but police was not arresting him,” he added.
The fact that Billa was killed inside his house raises questions on the police’s assertion that he had been absconding. “The police is responsible for shielding him. How could they claim he was absconding when he was killed in his own home?” Dar asked.
The making of an Ikhwan
Who was Billa? How and why did he, as an Ikhwan, enjoy complete impunity? In a status report to the court, the police said, “During course of investigation efforts were made to arrest the said accused persons but they were working with then MLA Mohammed Yusuf Parray alias Kukka Parray, supreme commander of Ikhwan ul Muslimeen and due to abnormal situation in the Valley police face a lot of difficulties to arrest the accused persons.”
The rise of Billa, his life and his death, is a window into the manner in which the state unleashed unaccountable violence and terror under the guise of counter insurgency. It illustrates how this “illegal army” of Ikhwanis, sarkari militants or “friendlies” as they were known, set up in the mid-1990s, were strategically used to break Kashmiri resistance and fracture society. Besides outsourcing killings, it also shows how the state used the group to support Indian government policies and “legitimise” rule through elections at gun point.
Billa’s son told us his father had been employed by the government as a plantation watcher in 1990 and continued to draw a salary right upto April 2015 (the month in which the writ petition by victims of the Saderkoot massacre was presented in court). This is corroborated in a reply to an RTI filed by Dar.
While many Ikhwanis were renegade militants, Billa does not appear to be one of them. His family members said he had joined the ‘Ikhwan jamaat‘ of Parray, a folk singer and former militant, sometime in the 1990s. Parray’s Ikhwan ul Muslimoon, a breakaway of the militant group Ikhwan ul Muslimeen, grew to be one of the most powerful and deadly counter-insurgency outfits operating in Kashmir. Besides receiving a stipend, the renegade militants were allowed to keep their weapons. Hajan was their stronghold and the police camp we had passed on our way was once their feared Ikhwan camp.
The members of Parray’s group killed workers of the Jammat-e-Islami (a politico-social religious group affirming allegiance to Pakistan) and the dominant militant group Hizbul Mujahideen. Members of the National Conference were not spared either.
Billa’s family mentioned how for about a year – from 1996 to 1997 – he had parted ways with Parray because he wanted to show support to his uncle, an National Conference worker, “who was, after all, a blood relation”. During this period, they said, their house was burnt down, after which Billa rejoined Parray.
Over and over again, the family asserted that the only politics that Billa actually subscribed to was the pronouncement: “I am a Hindustani. Both inside and outside”. At one point, a relative even interchanged the name of the Ikhwan outfit that Rashid worked for with the words “Indian army”. This use of a synonym reveals the perfect understanding that Kashmiris have of the way the Ikhwanis were nursed by the army and officially consecrated. Some were even accommodated into paramilitary battalions.
A report (titled ‘The Pro Government Militants’) by a fact-finding team of activists from the Andhra Pradesh Civil Liberties Committee, People’s Union for Democratic Rights and Committee for Protection of Democratic Rights, who visited Kashmir in 1997, noted that Farooq Abdullah, in one of his very first press conferences on October 19, 1996, “admitted officially what everybody all along knew to be true, and the army for its part, has never even bothered to deny. He admitted that the pro government militants were working under the different wings of the security forces, the army, the BSF and the CRPF.”
Billa’s family added that the afsos (sorrow) on his death, which is an inevitable fact of life, was not as much as the afsos at the manner in which he died. They felt betrayed that a neighbour, a person treated as a son, had been responsible for bringing in the gunmen.
Ironically, it is that very same thread of betrayal that runs through the narratives of Kashmiris when they talk about Ikhwanis. During their reign, anyone seen as dissenting or belonging to another group was targeted. Victims ranged from cadres of opposing organisations, human rights activists, media personnel and common people. Communities were fragmented and families ripped apart.
One of the crueller examples of this is that Billa’s second wife, Jameela, is Dar’s niece.
Dar told us that he was an National Conference worker who personally witnessed the reign of terror let loose by Parray and his outfit. Besides killings, there were robberies, a flourishing illegal trade in timber, abductions and extortion.
Dar came under severe pressure to join Parray’s group and was abducted in September 1994 by armed gunmen. His family was forced to pay a ransom for his release.
In the late 1990s, the state began regularising the Ikhwanis by appointing them as special police officers or recruiting them into the Special Operation Group. It also facilitated the entry of Ikhwanis into the political mainstream. Parray went on to form a political party, the Awami League, and even won elections and became the MLA from the Sonawari constituency in October 1996, thereby gaining legitimacy and political leverage. The National Conference candidate for this constituency, Abdul Majid, was critically injured in an incident of firing. Thus the bellwether of democracy – the elections – was reinforced through coercion and at gun point.
A close elderly relative of Billa lamented to us that no one from the bureaucracy or the state came for this Ikhwan’s funeral, even though he had been responsible for ensuring that elections take place and people exercise their choice.
It was against this backdrop that the Saderkoot massacre took place. The FIR was filed under fear and intimidation. No investigations took place, which even the police admit. Dar, who was a transporter and had a flourishing business, was reduced to penury even as he continued to struggle for justice, sometimes holding protests near the Press Colony in Srinagar.
Even after the writ petition was filed years later demanding action, the threats from Billa did not stop. In a letter to the Sumbal police dated March 14, 2017, Dar sought police protection stating that according to a person named Bitta, who had met Billa in Amritsar, a threat had been issued to him. Billa had reportedly said that unless the case against him was withdrawn, Dar would be wiped out.
For Dar, the killing of Billa does not mean the end of a struggle for accountability. “There are two other accused in this case who are still roaming free,” he said. One of them, Mohammed Ayoub Dar, was working with the 161 BN Territorial Army. The police in their status report claim that several communications were made through senior officers, asking army authorities to hand him over. The concerned army officials are now claiming that he longer works for them.
Dar points out that the progress in his case was hindered by roadblocks created by the police. He had sent letters pointing to irregularities in the “seizure” of Billa’s property. The front door had been locked but the back entrance was open. People gained access through that and were still living there. No action was taken.
The police’s failure to arrest Billa points to deeper malefaction within the state’s use of Ikhwan people as a counter-insurgent force to eliminate militancy. Most of the Ikhwan commanders, like Parrey and Javaid Shah, contested elections but were later killed. Their families now are fighting social ostracism and neglect from the state.
The killing of Billa, which evinced almost no sympathy from people in his home town, can hardly be construed as revenge, explains one government teacher from Saderkoot Bala. “The relief people have expressed points more to the failure of state institutions to deliver justice. Billa was a known offender but yet he was protected by the state, only to be killed later by unidentified men,” said the teacher, asking not be named.
Billa’s family talked of wanting justice. Whilst they kept eulogising his contribution to the cause of Hindustan, they also let slip the feeling that it was this support that was the cause of his death. They felt let down by the state. Once extremely powerful and feared, Billa’s family now lives in isolation.
After Billa’s killing, a contempt petition was filed stating that the police had been misleading the court. It raised questions on how Billa had continued to live there if the property had indeed been ‘seized’ and he was absconding.
No militant groups have as yet claimed responsibility for Billa’s death. The mystery around his killing raises many pertinent questions. Had he been arrested, would there have been revelations about his accomplices and their role in the death of many others?

60-year-old man killed as forces open fire on protesters
Police registers FIR; DC says will order magisterial probe if need arises

April 27: A 60-year-old man was killed and six others injured when Army allegedly opened fire on protesters at Panzgam area in north Kashmir’s Kupwara district.    
The deceased was identified as Muhammad Yusuf, 60, son of Khazir Muhammad Bhat of Panzgam, Kupwara. 
Witnesses said as soon as the word about killing of two militants in a gunfight with army spread at Panzgam and other adjoining villages on April 27 morning, locals took to the streets demanding bodies of the slain militants.
“As the locals started inching closer to an army camp, they were stopped by the police and the Army. Protesters were urging Police and Army to handover the bodies of two militants for burial, but forces didn’t pay any heed to repeated requests,” said Imtiyaz Ahmed, a local.
In the meantime, clashes broke out at Kralpora and interior parts of Panzgam. Police fired dozens of tear gas shells to disperse the protestors, who refused to budge and instead hurled bricks and stones at the police, witnesses told media.
Witnesses said in the afternoon, locals decided to approach the Army to seek the bodies of two militants. “The locals almost reached close to the Army garrison at Panzgam and raised slogans seeking bodies of militants. Police fired dozens of tear gas shells to push the people back but to no avail,” they said. “The army resorted to direct firing on the protestors after which a bullet hit a middle-aged man (Muhammad Yusuf) in his stomach. The firing was completely unprovoked,” witnesses said. “Six persons were also wounded in the Army firing.”
Muhammad Asif, a local resident said many people fell down while others started running for cover after army resorted to firing. “They could have fired in air to disperse the protestors and could have easily avoided the killing,” he said. “Later police stopped an ambulance coming from Handwara, and asked the driver to take the injured man to Sub District Hospital (SDH) Kralpora. The man was declared brought dead there.”
They said as soon as the word about Yusuf’s killing spread hundreds of people marched towards Panzgam amid pro-freedom and pro-Islam slogans. The protesters pelted stones at the forces personnel who used teargas shells to disperse the protesters. Clashes continued till late in the evening.  
On April 28, police at Kralpora registered a case of murder against army soldiers for the killing of a civilian during clashes in Panzgam village.
Station House Officer, Kralpora police station, Wasim Ahmad said that FIR number 25/2017 under Section 307 (attempt to murder) was registered against “security forces (army)” but the case was later changed to Section 302 (murder).
Senior Superintendent of Police Shamsher Hussain told media that a case has been lodged at police station Kralpora and the investigation has been taken up.
“We will record the statements of witnesses, locals, and soldiers to ascertain as to what led to the killing of the civilian. The investigation has been initiated,” Hussain said.
As per locals and witnesses, there were minor clashes going on at the time and a few youth had tried to march towards the army camp where the bodies of the militants had been kept.
“It was not an extreme situation where firing bullets on protesters would have been justified. He (Bhat) was one among many elders who were stopping youths from marching towards the camp. But the army unnecessarily fired on them,” local witnesses said.

WOMAN DIES IN PULWAMA

April 11: A woman died due to suffocation allegedly caused by intense teargas shelling by government forces in Tahab village in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district.
Witnesses said Shameema Akther wife of Nazir Ahmed was busy at her home when she started coughing. “She complained of chest pain. And within minutes, she collapsed and fainted,” they said. “The area was witnessing massive clashes and forces were using teargas shells to disperse the protestors.”
Locals said the victim was immediately rushed to District Hospital where doctors declared her as brought dead.
Talking to media, SSP Pulwama Rayees Bhat said: “We also came to know through locals about her death. But the cause of death is not known. Let the medical report come. Then only we would be able to say how she died.”
One of the family members of the deceased alleged that she felt suffocation due to a thick cover of smoke that enveloped her house. “We thought she has fainted, but she had died,” he said.
As the word about woman’s death spread, massive protests erupted at Tahab and other adjoining areas. Protesters accused the government forces of resorting to indiscriminate use of ‘Pava’ and teargas shells.
Locals alleged that forces ransacked many residential houses and also broke the windowpanes.

Youth abducted, shot dead by unknown gunmen in Handwara

April 15:  A youth was allegedly abducted on April 14 evening, later shot dead by unknown persons some 2 kilometers away from his house in Khahipora village of Qaziabad area in North Kashmir Kupwara district.
Reports said the bullet-riddled dead body of Suhail Ahmad Dar, 25, son of Mohammad Sabir Dar of Khahipora village was found in an orchard in nearby Watergam, Rafiabad.
The incident triggered panic among the people of Khahipora, Kachloo and surrounding areas.
Sources said, "Few gunshots were also heard by locals."
According to the family, Dar had gone to a local playground on Friday evening and went missing from there.
"Around evening he had gone to a playground but didn't return home. He could have been allegedly abducted by some unknown persons. The body was seen in orchards where he was fired from point-blank range," victim's uncle, Altaf Ahmad told Rising Kashmir.
Ahmad said Dar was into a family fruit business.
"We can't say anything because we have no idea how and why was he killed," Ahmad said.
The body was later recovered by Dangiwacha Police and it has registered a murder case in this regard.
"He was taken away from his house by some unknown men and his bullet-riddled body was recovered April 15 morning," said Station House Officer Dangiwacha, Parvaiz Ahmad Bhat.
He said an FIR number 13/2017 under section was registered at Police Station Dangiwacha and investigation taken up.

Pulwama Students Beating Trigger Valley-wide Student Protests 

The student protests has gripped the Kashmir valley from the mid of the April that erupted after injuries to sixty students in armed forces action in Pulwama Degree College on April 15. The inquiry report into the incident has indicted police for the incident, recommended action against some police officials as well. The State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) also took cognizance of the incident. The widespread relentless student protests forced the government to shut the schools and colleges to curb the protests, however, the protests continued. 
The protests in all the colleges and higher secondary schools across Kashmir valley were held for till the end of this month against the assault by police and paramilitary troops on students of Government Degree College Pulwama on April 15, in which more than 60 students were injured by pellets, teargas shells, and batons and gun butts. The banned Kashmir University Students Union (KUSU) had called for protests in all Kashmir colleges on April 17.
	The valley protests erupted after the police and CRPF men entered the college premises on April 15 and targeted the students by using tear smoke shells and pellet guns. 
The tear gas shelling and pellet firing by forces caused panic among the students, who ran helter skelter.
At least 60 students sustained injuries in the forces action.
The injured students were referred to a nearby hospital.
	Reports said, police and CRPF personnel had raided the college premises to arrest some students allegedly involved in stone throwing at an army vehicle on April 12.
Students of the college had resisted the entry of an army vehicle into their college premises on April 12, forcing the army vehicle to make a retreat.
Principal of the Degree College Prof Abdul Hamid Sheikh said forces created complete chaos and violent situation in the educational institution.
“I was in the college premises in the afternoon and saw students suddenly rushing towards the college gate. I too rushed towards the gate and saw two police vehicles (Rakshaks) entering into the college,” Prof Hamid said.
He said he stood infront of the vehicles and pleaded, with hands folded, to the policemen not to enter into the premises as the tempers were high among students following the entry of an army vehicle into the college the other day.
“I told the policemen that 5000 students are in the college and situation would turn bad. However, the policemen did not listen to my pleas and went ahead into the college. Suddenly, angry students shouted slogans and the policemen fired teargas shells. Mayhem and chaos erupted into the college. Many girl students fainted, and a number of boys were injured due to teargas shells and also pellets guns. As more policemen rushed into the college, nobody was spared,” he said.
The degree college incident angered the entire Kashmiri student community who in solidarity thronged the streets to register their protests, however, dealt with violent response by the armed forces. 
The students’ protests continued well over a week, which spread from South to Central Kashmir and from Central to north Kashmir. Students, both boys and girls, in thousands took to streets to protest the forces action on Pulwama college.  Almost all the students protests were responded with forces leaving scores of students injured.    
The protests by Women’s and SP college students in Lal Chowk Srinagar was responded with teargas shelling and lathi charge throwing the normal business functioning at Lal Chowk out of gear. Similar protests were reported from various colleges and schools across the valley. 
“Denying the freedom to protest speaks dictatorial attitude of the government, which gets unnerved with every protest. Instead of reining in its forces the government has given free hand to them to crush each and every dissent activity be it from students or by anyone else,” a student told to The Informative Missive when asked about her opinion about the choking of space for student activism and armed forces action on Pulwma Degree Degree College students on April 15. 
Another student termed the armed forces action as frustration of the state. The student on conditions of anonymity stated, “The state is fully frustrated over the resentment shown by Kashmiri populace over last few years. Now it (state forces) is targeting students to give vent to its frustration. The storming of educational institution is enough to gauge the frustration of the state,” the student stated.
There were similar expressions from scores of students who want space to be given to students protests in Kashmir and demanding action against the forces responsible in Pulwama College episode. “Right to protest is an inalienable right, and there should be proper space for it. Bradding the protests as anti-national and anti-social is enough to explain government’s position on freedom of protest in Kashmir,” stated a group of students who had assembled in Lal Chowk. 
According to reports, scores of students were injured and a few of them fainted due to the intense teargas shelling. 
In the clashes, photojournalist Peerzada Waseem was injured while covering the protests.
Media professionals covering the protests and clashes in Sopore alleged that government forces prevented them from doing their professional duties and also abused them.
On April 17, a student of the women’s college at Nawa Kadal in Srinagar was critically injured when she was hit on the head by a stone allegedly thrown by a CRPF trooper.
Iqra Sidiq, B.Com first-year student, was part of a student protest against the police action on students in Pulwama Degree College.
According to doctors at SMHS Hospital, Iqra’s skull has been broken and her brain has suffered injury. She lies subconscious in the Critical Care emergency ward of the hospital.
According to the students who were present at the hospital, a peaceful procession taken out by girl students was intercepted by police at Eidgah Chowk. The police allowed the students to walk ahead but a stone was thrown from a bunker of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) that hit Iqra in head.
“We were walking peacefully until police came and asked us to continue peacefully as we were just girls in the procession. Suddenly a big stone came from the top of the CRPF camp which hit her on the head,” a student said.
On April 17, State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) took cognizance of the alleged disproportionate use of force against students at Degree College Pulwama.
In a statement, SHRC spokesperson said that the Chairperson, Justice Bilal Nazki took cognizance of the matter and directed Superintendent of Police Pulwama to file a detailed report regarding the matter before the Commission within two weeks.
On April 19, six students in Baramulla slapped with ‘attempt to murder’ charges. The arrested students have been identified as Sameer Ahmad Baba, Basharat Ahmad, Qaisar Rashid, Mudasir Ahmad Khan, Mubashir Manzoor and Aqib Ahmad Shalla.
	Police in Baramulla district have registered FIR against six students arrested during protests on April 17. Charges filed against the students include attempt to murder.
An FIR vide no. 61/2017 under section 307, 168 and 148 has been lodged against the arrested students in police station Baramulla. Reports said one of the students is son of a policeman.
Pertinently, five students arrested by Handwara Police on charges of protests on April 17 were let free in the evening after “proper counselling.”
On April 26, the inquiry report indicted police for the Pulwama Dgree College incident, recommended action against some police officials as well.
The report has exonerated the Principal of Government Degree College (GDC) Pulwama. On April 18, the state government had ordered attachment of the Principal and Divisional Commissioner Kashmir was asked to hold an inquiry into the incident.
A top official told media the inquiry report was submitted to the government by Divisional Commissioner on April 26 wherein action against some police officials has been recommended. The report confirmed that police and other security forces had trespassed in the college premises.
After the mass thrashing of students in the College, a video went viral on social media wherein Principal Abdul Hameed was seen pleading with the security forces to stop cane charging students and asking them not to use tear gas shells on them.
Officials said action as recommended in the inquiry report is likely to follow against some police officials.
While the government enquiry recommended action against the police forces responsible in Pulwama College incident, police have launched a crackdown against students for their involvement in street protests by calling them to police stations.
SP Higher Secondary School at MA Road Srinagar is one of the schools whose students are being summoned to police station. The students of this school are being called to Kothi Bagh police station.
Reports said, police have accessed the particulars including contact details of students from their school records, which police have obtained.
“My brother was called by the station house officer of Kothi Bagh police station to appear before the police,” a resident of downtown Srinagar, requesting anonymity, told media.
	The school’s principal declined to comment on the issue. 
Education minister Altaf Bukhari told media that the police have not approached the education department with any formal application to ask for admission forms of students from the school authorities.
“If this has happened, I will take strong action against the police officer who has done it,” Bukhari said. “I will not allow them to take data from the department and to call students to police station. We have neither got any official request from police nor have we issued such an order,” he said.
	Bukhari said that the government will never allow a school’s confidential data to be accessed by police. “After inquiring into this, I will take up this matter with the chief minister and will ensure that police officials who did this are taken to task,” Bukhari said.
On April 28, the GOC Victor Force Major General B.S Raju said “the matter (Pulwama college incident) is under investigation and culprits will not be spared.
However, any indiscipline if found in army personnel will also not be compromised” said GOC while replying to questions from media persons during an interactive function of 42 RR camp at Bajwani Tral sub division in south Kashmir on April 28.
In another incident of Student protest on April 29, students clashed with government forces at government polytechnic college in Srinagar’s Gogji Bagh against the civilian killing in Kupwara.
The forces allegedly barged in the college premises firing teargas shells and pellets to disperse student protestors. They also accused the forces of damaging vehicles parked in the college.
“We were protesting peacefully when troopers used force without provocation to disperse the gathering,” said a student.
The college principal Shaista Shameem said that they were conducting exams for the first semester students of different colleges. As soon as the exams were over, students assembled and started holding protest.
She said that troopers used force against teachers after asking forces to not enter the premises. “Instead they used force on teachers too,” she told media.
An eyewitness said that protests got intense after the forces damaged cars parked inside the campus.  “Police broke the mirrors of the vehicles and the nearby building when they were chasing off the protesters. They didn’t even spared the teachers of the college,” an eyewitness said.
There seems no end to the student protests by the end of this month and are likely to continue as the situation suggests so.

Teenager Loses Eyesight to Pellets

April 03: A teenager from Panzan area of Chadoora lost eyesight after his eyes were hit by pellets fired by police and paramilitary forces in the area.
Abdul Rashid Sheikh, 18, received many pellets after he was coming back to his home from work. “He left early in the morning for work in a nearby village, but on his way back home he was caught in a raid during which forces rained pellets on the youth. He was hit by pellets in the eyes,” Sheikh’s family said.
He was taken to SMHS hospital Srinagar by local youth where he is undergoing treatment.
“He has lost eyesight in both eyes due to pellets,” the family members quoted doctors as saying.
“He was not part of any protest but was coming back home. He was walking when the forces rained pellets on his face and hit his eyes,” they said.
Sheikh, a welder by profession, had left home to earn livelihood only to return home blinded. His father Ghulam Mohammad Shiekh works as a labourer.

Internet Ban Invites UN Attention 
· 
The frequent internet bans in Kashmir invites UN attention calling the ban as collective punishment.  
· UN Rapporteur seeks feedback on social media ban
April 28: UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression David Kaye sought feedback from Kashmiris how ban on social media was affecting them.
Kaye tweeted a story highlighting the ban on social media in the Valley for a month.
Kaye’s timeline was flooded with tweets by Kashmiris who talked about how the ban was affecting the students and businessmen.
· UN calls Kashmir social media ban a ‘collective punishment’
May 11: Terming the ban on social media networks in Jammu and Kashmir as “collective punishment”, two United Nations human rights experts demanded that it be immediately lifted.
In a press release on the official website of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), David Kaye and Michel Forst asserted that "the scope of these restrictions has a significantly disproportionate impact on the fundamental rights of everyone in Kashmir, undermining the government's stated aim of preventing dissemination of information that could lead to violence."
The OHCHR is based in Geneva, Switzerland.
"The Internet and telecommunications bans have the character of collective punishment and fail to meet the standards required under international human rights law to limit freedom of expression," UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression Kaye stressed.
Mobile Internet services were suspended in Kashmir on April 17, following widespread student protests in the valley. These were later restored.
On April 26, the Jammu and Kashmir government banned 22 social networking sites and applications including Facebook, WhatsApp and Twitter in Kashmir on the ground that these were being allegedly misused by “anti-national and anti-social elements to fan trouble.”
UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders Forst said, "Denying such access disrupts the free exchange of ideas and the ability of individuals to connect with one another and associate peacefully on matters of shared concern."
The experts also maintained that 3G and 4G data services for mobile phones and other devices were suspended.
The experts noted that in 2016 the Human Rights Council, the central human rights body in the UN system, condemned such online disruptions and called upon States to avoid such shutdowns.
"We call on the Indian authorities to guarantee freedom of expression in Jammu and Kashmir and to seek a solution for the social and political conflicts of the region through an open, transparent and democratic dialogue," the experts concluded. 

2 videos showing soldiers beating youth go viral

April 15: Two videos, showing military personnel beating up youth and forcing them to shout anti- Pakistan slogans, are doing rounds on social media after which army said that it would ascertain the veracity of the footage and take appropriate action.
The purported videos emerged just a day after another video in which army personnel were seen having tied a youth to the front of their jeep and parading him through villages in Budgam district to bring stone-pelting under control. In one of the videos that emerged today, four army personnel are seen catching hold of student from Pulwama degree college, pin him to the ground and thrash him with a cane. In the second video, three youth who seem to be under army custody in a vehicle are forced by a soldier to abuse Pakistan and shout slogans like "Pakistan murdabad".
"Azaadi chahiyay tum ko (do you want freedom)?" the soldier is seen asking the youth before slapping them and hitting them with a stick.
Blood is seen oozing from the forehead of one of the youths in the army vehicle.
Defence spokesman Colonel Rajesh Kalia said the veracity of the videos is being ascertained.
"Action will be taken against those found guilty of misconduct," Col Kalia said.
It is not yet clear who shot the videos but they are being circulated across social media platforms, leading to condemnation from netizens of Kashmir.
"This is complete impunity. Yesterday human shield. Today breaking into a government college in the daylight and these brutal incidents," a Facebook user commented on the video. Yesterday, a video emerged in which army personnel had tied a youth to fender of their jeep and paraded him through several villages in Budgam district to bring stone-pelting under control.
The video drew widespread condemnation, prompting Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti to seek a detailed report from the state police. Army also began an internal investigation into the incident. 

COURT WATCH, APRIL 2017

This month, three cases of importance – filed by the JKCCS legal team - were heard and orders passed.
The first case relates to Ghulam Mohammad Lone, resident of Kulmulla Akhal, Kangan, Ganderbal District, who was killed on 23 June 1999 by Ikhwan Nazir Ahmad Lone alias Nazir Gurra (FIR no. 33/1999 was filed at Police Station Kangan) and associates. As no investigations were carried out, the son of the victim approached the Jammu and Kashmir High Court in 2015. Based on a status report from the police that the case had been investigated and a report filed before the lower court, the High Court disposed off the petition on 2 May 2016 with a direction to approach the lower court. But, in the lower court the son of the victim found that, in fact, no report had been filed by the police. Therefore, an application was moved before the Chief Judicial Magistrate (CJM), Ganderbal to direct the police to carry out investigations. 
On 30 March 2017, the CJM, Ganderbal directed the constitution of a special investigation team (SIT) to investigate the FIR. On 12 April 2017, the third date following the order, the police filed a report stating that two SIT’s had been constituted for finding the “report”. Therefore, it appears the police disregarded the courts order on constituting a SIT for investigations and continues to maintain that a report has been filed before the lower court.  The case is next listed on 11 May.
The second case relates to the massacre by Ikhwan of seven members of four families on 5 October 1996 at Saderkoot-Bala, Sumbal, Bandipora District. Following inaction from the police, the family members of the victims filed a petition before the Jammu and Kashmir High Court in 2015. The police informed the High Court that a case was established against three accused – including Abdul Rashid Parray alias Rashid Billa – but the accused were absconding. Following directions from the court, the police and local administration claimed to have “seized” properties of the accused to ensure their surrender. 
On 12 April the case was heard by the High Court. The court was informed by the victim families, through counsel, that in fact the accused were not absconding but roaming freely and threatening the families, and their properties were not seized. The court sought a status report from the police. On 16 April, it was reported in the media that Rashid Billa had been shot dead in his residence. The victim families do not see this as justice and it is clear that in fact the accused residence was never seized. Therefore, a contempt petition was filed before the High Court against the police. Both the main petition and the contempt petition were listed before the High Court on 29 April. Unfortunately, the judge assigned to hear the main petition was on leave and in the contempt petition the concerned judge did not pass any orders and listed the contempt petition to be heard along with the main petition.
The third case relates to the killing by pellet shotgun of Muzaffar Ahmad Pandith, son of Mohammad Ramzan Pandith, resident of Chak-i-Kawoosa village, Narbal, Budgam district. The 19 year old boy was shot by pellets on 15 September 2016 by State forces and succumbed to his injuries on 1 October 2016. The father of the victim made repeated attempts to have a FIR registered including through written application dated 27 March 2017 to the Superintendent of Police, Budgam. Following the refusal of the police to file a FIR, the father of the victim, through counsel, approached the lower court in Budgam district on 27 April. The court made a direction to the Superintendent of Police, Budgam but the father of the victim is yet to receive a copy of the order.

Cricketers detained for wearing Pakistani jersey, singing Pak national anthem in Ganderbal

April 6: Police on detained Kashmiri cricketers allegedly after videos of them flaunting Pakistani jerseys and singing the Pakistan national anthem in Kashmir went viral.
	Reports said that the cricketers have been detained for questioning in central Kashmir’s Ganderbal district.
	The detention of cricketers came after a video of a match played on April 2, reportedly at Wayil field in Ganderbal, flaunting green jerseys and singing the Pakistani national anthem went viral.
	The video was reportedly uploaded by Kashmir Media Service, a news portal, on its website.

Military can’t be subjected to FIR for its operations: Army
Alleges local bias in judicial inquiries conducted against it in JK

April 20: Operations against militants may be affected if FIRs are lodged against the Army, the Supreme Court was told Thursday.
The Army also told the apex court that it cannot be subjected to FIRs for carrying out anti-militancy operations in insurgency-prone areas like Jammu and Kashmir and Manipur, while alleging local bias in the judicial inquiries conducted against it in these regions, which have tarnished its image.
"Judicial inquiries which are biased due to local considerations have tarnished the image of Army. Military operations cannot be dissected in a particular way. Army cannot be subjected to FIR otherwise military operations cannot be carried out," Attorney General Mukul Rohatgi told a bench of Justices M B Lokur and U U Lalit.
Rohatgi, appearing for the Army and the Assam Rifles, said it cannot be subjected to investigation by the state police with regard to its operations against militants in strife-torn areas.
"Whether it's Jammu and Kashmir or Manipur, we are facing the same local bias. Why doesn't any judicial inquiry ever exonerate the Army? These inquiries (have) never said that Army did the correct thing. Army is facing problems due to bias in such inquiries," he said.
Pointing out that Army was working in very difficult situations in these areas, Rohatgi said it has its own system in place, has its own approach and is governed by different set of rules.
"In every military operation, Army cannot be disbelieved. Every judicial inquiry cannot be against the Army. The alleged extra-judicial killing cases in Manipur are not cases of massacre, rather these are cases of military operations," he said.
He said the petitions under Article 32 of Associations of Widows from Manipur, seeking FIR into alleged extra- judicial killings and SIT probe, should not be considered and the court should not embark into it.
During the hearing, the bench also questioned the Army over its Court of Inquiry, a fact finding proceeding.
"Court of Inquiry is for the benefit of the Army. It is not for the satisfaction of public which has the right to know the truth behind any incident," the bench said after Rohatgi alleged bias in the judicial probes conducted by district judges.
The bench also pulled up the Manipur government for not taking action on such alleged fake encounters by armed forces and asked was it "not supposed to do anything".
Senior advocate V Giri, appearing for Manipur, accepted the lapse on the state government's part but said even the High Court never asked it to register FIRs in such cases.
The court then asked the Manipur counsel whether now the state government can register FIRs into these alleged cases of extra-judicial killings.
"Yes, we can register FIR, if the court so directs under Article 142. There is no blockage in law with regard to lodging of FIR," the senior advocate said.
The bench asked the parties including the Centre and Manipur to suggest five names each of officials, ex-officials whom they fit are suitable for Special Investigating Team (SIT) to be constituted to investigate such cases.
The apex court after perusing the names reserved its verdict on the point of lodging of FIR and constituting a SIT for investigation into the killing in which judicial inquiries have been conducted.
The court is hearing a PIL seeking probe and compensation in alleged 1,528 extra-judicial killings in Manipur from 2000 to 2012 by security forces and police.
The court, which has conducted hearing for three consecutive days, had earlier rapped Manipur for remaining silent over rape and murder charges against Army personnel.
The bench said three such cases in which the Commissions of Inquiry had given its findings, including that of Thangjam Manorama, a Manipuri woman who was allegedly killed in the custody of the Assam Rifles on July 10, 2004, after being picked up on suspicion of working for the insurgent outfit, People Liberation Army.
The Army had yesterday told the court that the judicial probes conducted into alleged extra-judicial killing charges were "biased" and slanted against them due to local factors.
It alleged that the district judges, who were locals, had conducted the judicial inquiries into the alleged killings and local factors came in the way of the probe reports which went against the armed forces.
During the hearing, the court was earlier told that there were 265 cases of deaths which have to be examined and there were various reports of the commission of inquiry in which serious allegations have been levelled against armed forces personnel.
The apex court had earlier asked the Centre to segregate the cases related to the armed forces from the list of 265 incidents of extra-judicial killings in Manipur.
The Centre had said that out of the 282 cases, which were referred to it for verification, 70 matters were found to be related to the Army and Assam Rifles, while the rest concerned the state police.
In July last year, the apex court had directed a thorough probe into the alleged fake encounter killings in Manipur saying the use of "excessive or retaliatory force" by the armed forces or police was not permissible in 'disturbed areas' under the controversial Armed Force Special Powers Act.

Pellet horror dominates Trauma Congress 2017
SMHS received 6149 trauma victims during 2016 uprising

April 22: Trauma Congress 2017, a one-day event organised by the Government Medical College, on Saturday naturally gravitated towards the havoc created by pellet ammunition and conflict-induced trauma in Kashmir. The Congress was organised to deliberate upon the concepts and methods of managing trauma, including injuries inflicted by firearms, especially pellets, which have killed many and maimed thousands during and post last year’s uprising triggered by the killing of Hizb commander Burhan Wani. 
In fact, the cover design of the souvenir of the Congress featured pictures and X-ray images of the victims, among them Insha Mushtaq, a teenager who lost both her eyes after scores of pellets hit her face, and Zuha, a 4-year-old girl injured due to pellets.
The spine-chilling X-ray films and 3-D images showing pellets dotting inside the bodies and organs of victims also featured in the souvenir.
Underscoring the massive load of conflict-related trauma victims on the SMHS Hospital, the Congress was told that the hospital’s Department of General Surgery received a total of 6149 victims between July 9 and November 9 last year.
“The current upheaval in Kashmir has explored the new horizons of trauma and its management,” said Prof Mumtaz Din Wani, Department of Surgery, in his paper titled ‘Trauma – An overview of Recent Turmoil from SMHS Hospital’. 
The paper revealed that in four months of 2016 alone, 500 victims with abdominal trauma were treated at the hospital—85 with bullet and 349 with pellet injuries. 
“The majority of the patients were in the 15-30 years age group,” the paper said.
Many other papers also focused on the huge burden of firearm injuries and other conflict-related trauma. 
Prof Shaukat A Jeelani, Head of Department of Surgery, focused on blast Injuries in his talk. 
“Blast injuries are a concern all over the world and our valley has been facing this situation for the past 30 years,” Prof Jeelani said, adding blasts were a concern as they could affect the entire body and were quite lethal.
The psychosocial fallout of trauma was also discussed in a presentation, Black Hole of Trauma, by the Department of Psychiatry.
During the valedictory function, which was attended by Principal and Dean GMC Srinagar Dr Kaiser Ahmed, former Principals including Dr Gulam Jeelani and Dr Shahida Mir and Prof Mohammad Aslam from Jawahar Lal Medical College of Aligarh Muslim University, the speakers stressed on the need for a Trauma Center in Kashmir.
“Things have taken an ugly turn in Kashmir. Weaponry has assumed new dimensions. Natural disasters are also not uncommon here,” stressed the organizers, the Department of General and Minimal Access Surgery.
Principal GMC urged the experts to draft recommendations for trauma management and promised that these would be taken up with the government on priority. 
He added, “Last year was traumatic for all of us but what helped us sail through was our coordination.”
“Trauma needs multi-modality treatment and a number of specialties, all under one roof,” Prof Shaukat Jeelani said. Many other speakers also raised the issue of lack of Trauma Center in Kashmir. 
“Super-specialty Hospital had started as a Trauma center but due to political hiccups it remained an idea only,” Prof Shahida Mir, Ex-Principal GMC Srinagar said.
Presentation on eye trauma skipped?
The much-awaited presentation from the Department of Ophthalmology focusing on eye trauma caused by pellets did not materialise. The organizers first said the presentation will be made after lunch. However, they later said the presentation has been cancelled due to “paucity of time”.
The Souvenir, which included an abstract of papers in the Congress, said that 1028 pellet injuries were treated by the Department of Ophthalmology since July 2016. 
“Eye pellet injuries are unique to this place as no other state uses pellets to control mobs,” summed up the paper, Clinical Profile of Pellet – Ocular Trauma.

‘Gau rakshaks’ attack nomad family in Reasi

April 22: Five members of a nomad family including a 9-year-old girl have been injured in an attack by cow vigilantes in Reasi district Friday evening.
The 9-year-old girl, Sammi, has suffered multiple fractures and has been shifted to a hospital.
The incident took place when the family was moving with their livestock in Talwara area. They were intercepted by a large group of “gau rakshaks” and beaten up with iron rods and their entire flock including goats, sheep and cows was taken away by the attackers.
“They beat us ruthlessly. Somehow we managed to flee from there. One of our children, a 10-year-old, is still missing. We don’t know whether he is alive or dead. They even beat our elders very badly. They wanted to kill us and throw our bodies into the river,” said Naseem Begam, one of the victims told New Delhi based NDTV.
“They didn’t even spare dogs. They too were taken away,” she said.
Besides goat, sheep, the family was moving with 16 cows.
The attack on the family comes at a time of heightened cow vigilantism in India.
In 2015, a Muslim man Mohammad Akhlaq was lynched over rumors of having a pound of beef in his home in Dadri, (UP) and earlier this year, another Muslim man, Pehlu Khan, was killed and his associates seriously wounded while they were transporting cows in Alwar Rajasthan.
Jammu and Kashmir has a large number of nomadic herder families, who travel between the Jammu’s Himalayan mountains and the meadows of Kashmir every year with their flocks of cattle, horses, goats and sheep.

Kashmiris in Indian States

There seems to be no end to the harassment of the Kashmiris mostly students in India states, this month as well many incidents of harassment and assaults on Kashmiris were reported. 
· Kashmiri student attacked in Haryana college
April 17: A Kashmiri student at a college in Haryana had a lucky escape after he was attacked by unknown persons with iron rods, swords and knives while he was on his way to hostel, the student told media.
Haroon Bashir, BTech student at Ganpati Institute of Technology and Management (GITM), was attacked when he was on his way back to hostel from the dining mess. “I was attacked by masked persons who were carrying iron rods, swords, and knives.  One of them attempted to hit me hard on my head but I intercepted the blow by my arm. The arm now has bruises all over and I am taking medication for it,” Haroon told Kashmir Reader over phone. He said he identified one of the attackers as a terminated student of the institute, Harash Rain, whose illegal presence in the campus was informed to the warden.
Omar, another Kashmiri student at the college, said a group of Kashmiri students came out of the hostel when they heard screams of Haroon. They said as soon as they came out, the attackers fled.
The students said they informed the college administration of the incident and asked to be provided security. The students have also registered a complaint at Bilaspur Yamuna Nagar police station.
Omar said that the students did not wish to publicise the issue as it would create panic in their families back home, but because the college administration took no action on their complaint, they felt scared.
On April 17 the Kashmiri students, who are nearly 60 in number, protested outside the administration office. They also went to the police station and asked for a copy of the FIR, but were denied, they said.
“We are feeling insecure after the attack. We believe we can be attacked again,” a student said.
The students said that soon after the attack, they called Kashmir Inspector-General of Police Syed Javaid Mujtaba Gillani for help. Omar said that he told them to send details of the institute in a text message, but did not reply to the message they sent him. “We later called him, but he did not answer the phone calls,” Omar said.
Gillani was not available for his comments when contacted by this newspaper. Director of the institute, Dr Jagmohan Obrai, did not answer repeated calls from this newspaper.
· Kashmir youth gets 7-yr jail term in Delhi
Family Says Falsely Implicated
April 21: A special court in New Delhi awarded 7-year jail term to two men including a youth from Kashmir’s Ganderbal for alleged links with Islamic State. The youth’s family said he has been falsely implicated.
The judge convicted Azhar-ul-Islam (24) of Preng, Ganderbal, and Mohammed Farhan Shaikh (25) from Maharashtra. This is the first conviction in India in an ‘ISIS-related’ case.
The court last month framed charges against both the accused for “hatching a criminal conspiracy to raise funds for Islamic State and recruit people for the outfit.”
The NIA registered a case against the accused on January 28 last year. They were arrested the next day on arrival in New Delhi from Abu Dhabi, where Azhar worked with a company.
The family of Azhar Ul Islam is in complete shock, saying their son is innocent and has been falsely implicated into the case.
Zubair Ahmed, brother of Azhar, told media that his brother wanted to support his family that is why he left home only to get a job in Dubai. He said that Azhar has two bank accounts and there were no doubtful transactions.
“NIA team that arrived here told us that Azhar had some videos in his phone sent from some other persons and no other thing has been found with him.” He said that J&K Police had already said that there is nothing adverse against Azhar in records.
“The claims that he has been proven guilty and was linked with ISIS are baseless,” Azhar’s father Abdul Sattar said.
· Kashmiri students in UP scared after hoardings call for eviction 
April 21: Kashmiri students in Uttar Pradesh are feeling insecure after threatening banners appeared in the city of Meerut with a message for Kashmiri students: “leave the state or face consequences”. Students say that the banners were the “first public threat”, though a “charged communal atmosphere” exists on the ground ever since BJP won the state elections.
Increasing threats to Kashmiris living in different Indian states prompted Home Minister of India, Rajnath Singh, to ask all chief ministers to ensure that no Kashmiri is harassed in their respective states.
A little-known outfit called the Uttar Pradesh Nav Nirman Sena – apparently styled after the Shiv Sena-offshoot, Maharashtra Nav Nirman Sena – put up banners in Meerut giving Kashmiri students time till April 30 to leave the state.
Kashmiri students in Uttar Pradesh, who spoke to Kashmir Reader over phone, said that they had been facing harassment by extremist Hindus earlier too. But the open threat, issued through the banners, is forcing some of them to consider returning home.
“If such large-size banners were allowed to be put up publicly, one could imagine how safe we are,” a student said, wishing not to be named. “We fear that in coming days, the situation may get worse here. These groups enjoy political support and feel emboldened under the Hindu right-wing government”.
As per media reports, the group that put up the threatening banners in Meerut has also asked people in UP to boycott Kashmiris. It has also declared that its members will hold camps outside Jammu and Kashmir Bank branches in UP, to appeal customers to close their accounts in the bank so as to stop funding Kashmiris.
“These funds are used to hurl stones on the Indian Army in the Valley. Why should we provide them the instrument (money)? Our non-cooperation movement against Kashmiri people will also target universities, where our people will make an appeal to socially boycott them,” a national daily quoting the group’s chief, Amit Jaani, reported.
“Unse kalam, salam band karo (do not talk or exchange pleasantries with them). They will leave the state soon,” Jaani, a resident of Meerut’s Shiv Shakti Nagar, was quoted as saying.
Reports said that the administration has ordered immediate removal of the banners. “No one will be allowed to take the law into their hands. We will make all possible arrangements to ensure security to everyone in the district,” said Meerut (city) police superintendent, Alok Priyadarshi.
· Singh Calls for ensuring security 
April 21:Home Minister of India, Rajnath Singh, said that states must ensure the safety of Kashmiris living in different parts of India.
“I appeal to Chief Ministers of all states to ensure that such incidents don’t happen, they are equal citizens of India, they have also greatly contributed to national security,” Singh said, adding that he had asked the home secretary to put out an advisory.
Rajnath condemned attacks on Kashmiri students in Rajasthan’s Chittorgarh on Wednesday. Kashmiri students in another north Indian state, Utter Pradesh, have been asked to leave the state by a right-wing group.
Rajnath said, “in one or two parts of India, people misbehaved with Kashmiri youth”. “I appeal to all youngsters to treat them as their brothers,” Singh added.
· Kashmiri scholar at BITS leaves after threats 
April 22: A day after Indian Home Minister Rajnath Singh called for ensuring the safety of Kashmiris students across India, a Kashmiri studying at the reputed Birla Institute of Technology and Science (BITS) Pilani received threats to his life, as soon as he woke up this morning. Hashim Sofi, a research fellow at Department of Science and Technology, Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB) staying at Maliya Bhavan hostel found threats written on the door of his room and on his clothes as well.
“As I woke up early morning last day, I couldn’t believe my eyes for what was written on the face of my door at Maliya Bhavan Hostel BITS Pilani. To add to the surprise, I later on found my clothes have also been pasted with some heartbreaking quotes. I wonder why such animosity for the Kashmiris,” Sofi wrote in a Facebook post.

Twice in two days soldiers caught with live ammunition on Srinagar Airport

In less than twenty four hours, two army soldiers were caught with live ammunition on Srinagar airport. On April 03, an army soldier was arrested at Srinagar Airport after two grenades were found in his possession by the anti-hijacking squad during security check, officials said.
The army soldier was identified as Bhopal Mukhia of 17 JAK Rifles, a native of Darjeeling town of West Bengal state.
The soldier was lodged in local police station for questioning, however, was granted bail later in the day, as per army spokesman Rajesh Kalia said.
Director General of Police (DGP) SP Vaid said an investigation has been ordered in the matter. “We have filed an FIR in the case and there will be necessary action against the solider,” he said.
The soldier, according to media sources, has alleged during investigation that he was ordered to carry the grenades by his senior officer. Mukhia is posted in North Kashmir’s border area of Uri near the Line of Control.
On the following day, on April 04, another army man was caught by anti-hijacking team of J&K police with a live cartridge at the airport during luggage screening.
Police sources said a live cartridge of INSAS riffle was recovered from the arrested Army man during X-ray scanning at the airport. The accused was supposed to board a flight for Mumbai and was identified as Pandiya Raj of Army’s 319 Field hospital, Army Medical Corps (AMC), Pattan in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district.
Talking to media, Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) anti-hijacking (Srinagar airport), Manzoor Dalaal said a soldier was caught with a live cartridge at the airport check-point. “A bullet of INSAS riffle was recovered from his pocket during screening. We seized the bullet and after questioning the soldier, it was found that he had carried it inadvertently,” the SSP claimed.
In February, another soldier, PK Gouda was caught with 15 rounds of live ammunition at Srinagar airport before he could board the flight.

Media continues to remain under fire

The media persons continued to face the armed forces wrath while delivering their professional duties across Kashmir. Despite the repeated assurances from the government there seems to be no end to the continuous harassment and threats to the local journalists. This month even a ruling party ally PDP activist threatened a local journalist, which indicates the precarious situation in which local press operates. 
· ‘I will shoot you’, STF cop threatens RK reporters 
On April 09, another example of acrimonious assault on media was witnessed in Nasrullah Pora when a reporter Peer Viqar Ul Aslam along with many other colleagues started reporting parliamentary polls in Budgam.
Along with cameraman Bilal Ahmad, and two other reporters from Rising Kashmir (RK), a local English daily, Yawar Hussain and Javaid Ahmad, and Peer Viqar Ul Aslam reached the assigned beat and found huge presence of police and paramilitary forces retreating from the area as the mob had snatched EVM machines from the polling station.
The polling officer had been badly injured and was being evacuated by the police when forces again came under attack from angry youth supporting boycott of election.
The forces at this time started firing in air as the reporters started to roll their cameras the forces demanded them to leave the spot immediately and stop shooting. RK reporter Yawar Hussain was clicking pictures with his cell phone and suddenly one STF personnel while hurling abuses ran towards him. The cop aimed his gun at his chest and snatched his phone from his hands. Yawar stood his ground and tried to reason with the agitated cop. “We are doing our duty as media personnel, let us do our job and return my phone,” Yawar asked the cop. At this the cop cocked his gun and aimed it at Yawar saying, “I will shot you, why were you taking pictures. Just run away or I will really shoot you.”
Understanding the situation, the reporter (Yawar) fearing for his life preferred to lose his phone over his life. Javaid Ahmad, another RK reporter tried to plead with cop to return Yawar’s phone but the cop dealt with Javaid in same manner. The cop who belonged STF again started to threaten us while pointing his gun at Javaid this time. He also started to use derogatory languages for all of us.
As the situation was getting tense with Javaid being held on gunpoint Peer Viqar Ul Aslam decided to turn on the camera while Bilal had also started shooting the assault. This triggered a very dangerous reaction from the cops who converged on us and the same STF man hurling choosiest abuses charged on this reporter and Bilal, pushed us back rigorously demanding “we stop shooting or he will open fire at us”.
“Stop shooting! stop shooting! I will kill you here! I will break your bones and your cameras,” shouted the STF man.
Amid all this chaos protesters charged on the police again causing them to retreat further.
As the stones started to fly over our heads we desperately ran for safety surrounded by the cops on all sides. Some of stones hit us. All of us were hit by stones aimed at the cops but we kept on running for our lives leaving Yawar’s phone behind with the cop. While the reporters were running away he (STF personnel) had his gun constantly aimed at them and preferred life over the gadgets.
“This is what they do with media personnel; it shows the sort of impunity police exercises in our state. The policeman threatened to shoot me if I didn’t stop clicking photographs.” said Yawar, who was still in shock later.
The situation was very dangerous across Budgam with some polling station blocked by people for access, and polling officers were locked in the polling centers. While reaching Rappora about 200 youth chased us away from the area hurling stones.
At first they asked us to precede, but sensing trouble we asked the driver to stop so that we could proceed on foot. Only having walked few yards ahead, a mob charged at us throwing stones. We ran as fast as we could towards the cab that ferried us.
As the team was still catching our breath, we received reports of killings at Dhalvan. We rushed towards the location but were stopped by an angry group of protesters asking us to show them our press cards.
“Zee News sai toh nahi ho? Are you from Zee News?” asked one angry man.
Covering polls in Bemina, another RK reporter Munazah Kanwal was also assaulted and police also made an attempt to snatch her cell phone.
As the total vote count suggested the record lowest polling in last 30 years, The CEO told the press conference later in Srinagar’s banquet hall that “it was not a good day for all of us.” We all thought the day certainly not good for four of us!
· Life threat to reporter 
April 14: Kashmir Editors Guild (KEG) has condemned the intimidation of a reporter by a political worker of the ruling party in Pulwama district.
Abdul Qayoom Khan, working for various news organisations, was threatened and abused by a political worker belonging to the ruling People’s Democratic Party, a KEG spokesman said.
“He was accused of things he had no connection with. Soon after the verbal abuse and threats on phone, Khan collapsed and was hospitalized,” the spokesman said in a statement.
The editor’s body, while expressing sympathies with the reporter, emphasized that such actions should not go unpunished and those responsible for intimidating and threatening reporters must be dealt with according to the law of the land.
The KEG said the political worker should have sent his version of things rather than issuing a threat.
The KEG said that stakeholders in Kashmir must avoid targeting the storyteller “if and when the story goes off the script”.
The government should ensure that such incidents are not patronized and those responsible for the act should be punished, the statement added.
The editor’s body asked police to avoid shutting eyes and take the issue seriously, as the KEG has been informed the police evaded registering a case when they were approached by Pulwama-based reporters.

A scuffle between police and SOG at Beerwah

April 09: As the clashes were going on between the government forces and the protesters in Beerwah town, a quarrel broke out between the members of police and its counter-insurgency unit, Special Operations Group (SOG).
The quarrel broke out when the SOG men, wearing black uniform, stopped the ambulance carrying the body of Nisar Ahmad on way to Sub District hospital Beerwah, and beat the attendants. Ahmad was killed in nearby Ratsuna area of Beerwah by the government forces.
The SOG further wanted to open fire on the protesters who were hurling rocks and raising slogans.
When the Assistant Sub-Inspector of police, Farooq Ahmad censured the SOG men for stopping the ambulance and opening fire on the protesters, a SOG man threatened him of dire consequences.
“If you think you are an ASI, and I won’t kill you, you are wrong. I have been in jail for three years. I will kill you here and will see what police can do to me,” the SOG man threatened the ASI.
The ASI engaged replied, “If you think you will open fire and beat people, I will not allow you to do that”.
Later the two grabbed each other’s collar, but the colleagues intervened and pacified them.
A paramilitary CRPF man looking at them laughed and said; “Yeh log apas mein be ladtay hai (Do these people fight among themselves)”

Force personnel ‘beat’ ambulance driver in Beerwah

April 09: The government forces personnel allegedly beat up medicos and the ambulance drivers at Beerwah in central Kashmir on April 09.
The medicos and paramedics staff accused government forces of harassing them and ambulance drivers, who were ferrying injured patients to the hospitals. 
On election-day the health officials posted at Beerwah in central Kashmir’s Budgam district alleged that government force personnel beat up their ambulance driver while he was ferrying an injured man from Ratsun area who had sustained bullet injuries in his head. “The police and SOG personnel stopped the ambulance in Beerwah town and beat the driver who sustained injuries in his shoulder,” the officials in Sub District Hospital (SDH), Beerwah said.
The officials said the force personnel also ransacked the ambulance and broke its glasses as well. “They have no respect for the government employees. The irony is that the Police and CRPF personnel don’t spare them. Why should they beat our drivers for ferrying injured? It is part of their duty,” the officials said.
It’s in place to mention here April 09, a 30 year old man of Ratsun village was killed after he was hit by bullet in his head. “He was brought dead to the hospital. He had received bullet injury in his head and his brain part was out,” the  Block Medical Officer (BMO) Sub District Hospital (SDH) Beerwah said.
He said the another lady, 35, of Waannihama Chack village sustained bullet injuries in her thigh. She was shifted to SDH Beerwah wherefrom she was referred to Bone and Joint (B&J) hospital Srinagar. “She was stable. Later we referred her to B&J hospital for specialized treatment,” the BMO said.
Meanwhile, the officials said they are often barred by men in uniform from performing their official duties. “We become soft targets. It is not the first time today that our ambulance was ransacked by men in uniform. Around 12 ambulances have been damaged in past, which is uncalled for,” the officials in Beerwah hospital said.
They alleged that civil administration did not pay any heed towards the grave issue. “We informed the local magistrate about the incident that our ambulance driver was beaten but no action was taken against them (forces). Our lives are at risk,” the official said. 

In South Kashmir, a new crisis: attacks on houses of political workers

April 16: Workers and activists associated with mainstream political parties continue to be under attack in South Kashmir areas, with gunmen barging into their houses and asking them to stay away from their political activities. In a fresh incident, police sources told Greater Kashmir that unknown gunmen barged into the house of a political worker at Soaf Shali village in Kokernag area of Anantnag district last night and ransacked the household belongings. “They severely thrashed the worker and asked him to tender an apology for being affiliated to a mainstream party or be ready for the consequences,” the sources said.
Following the incident, police arrested two persons from the village, including a local Jamat-i-Islami leader, Naushad, who is the socio-religious organization’s ‘Halqa Ameer’ of Soaf-Shali.
“The incident happened two hours after suspected militants shot dead a political worker, Bashir Ahmad Dar, and injured another, Altaf Ahmad Dar, after barging into their houses in Qasbayar village of Rajpora, Pulwama. Last week, militants had asked these two political workers to desist from their pro-India political activities and tender an apology in a local Masjid on Friday. However, they did not follow the ‘diktat’ and were attacked,” the sources said.
Militants, according to them, have asked several political workers in south Kashmir to desist from pro-India political activities and announce publicly their dissociation from all mainstream political parties.
“During the past week, unidentified gunmen barged into houses of over 20 workers of different mainstream parties in Pulwama, Shopian, Kulgam and Anantnag districts and, after thrashing them, asked them to tender an apology for supporting the mainstream parties,” the sources said. 
On April 10, suspected militants barged into the house of a political worker in Kadipora locality of Anantnag town. “The political worker was not present in his house and the militants left after warning his family,” the sources said.
Several videos have gone viral on social networking sites wherein some workers of mainstream political parties are seen tendering an apology and dissociating themselves from the mainstream parties in presence of gunmen who are not visible in the videos. These workers are also seen raising pro-freedom and anti-India slogans.
In one of the videos, which went viral on social media, a trade association leader from Chatipora village of Pulwama—reportedly affiliated with a political party—is seen tendering an apology for mainstream political activities, while in another video, another political worker from Koil village of Awantipora is seen giving an assurance to gunmen that he would snap all his ties with the mainstream political party he is affiliated with. 
Three more videos reportedly shot in Pulwama district—where political workers of mainstream parties are seen seeking an apology and disassociating themselves from political activities in front of armed men— have also gone viral.
Police claimed militants have also barged into houses of several policemen in Shopian and Kulgam districts during the past few weeks and threatened them.  “Last night, militants barged into houses of two policemen in two villages of Shopian district and asked them to resign from their jobs,” police sources said.
Sources said some political workers were targeted by gunmen during the last year’s summer uprising too. “The gunmen in 2016 went door-to-door in Bijbehara town in search of political workers and thrashed them inside their houses during night hours. Many of them had later publicly announced their resignation from the political parties they were affiliated with,” they said.
A senior police official from South Kashmir acknowledged that workers of mainstream parties are “under pressure from militants to resign.”
“Yes, militants have been harassing the political workers and their families. We are investigating these incidents,” he said, insisting not to be quoted by name. However, he quickly added: “It is a temporary phase and would end soon.”

New videos show NC, PDP activists raising anti-India slogans at gunpoint

April 16: Videos have surfaced on social media showing pro-India political workers announcing their dissociation from politics and raising anti-India and pro-Azadi slogans at gunpoint. The videos have surfaced weeks after Hizbul Mujahideen commander Zakir Musa released a video warning police informers and political workers of pro-India parties.
The two new videos that are making rounds on Facebook and Whatsapp show two pro-India political workers raising slogans in favour of Azadi and against India before some gunmen who have their guns trained at them.
The two persons have been identified as Pulwama Traders Federation President and former NC worker Bashir Ahmad Wani, and PDP worker Wali Muhammad. Besides raising anti-India slogans, they are also seen announcing their dissociation from mainstream politics and tendering an apology for such association in the past.
“We seek apology from the people for our past. From today we will not be associated with any political party. This (mainstream) is a dirt politics and nobody should join this dirt. We swear by Allah and his Prophet (SAW) that we will have no association with any political group,” the terrified pro-India political workers are seen saying in the video.
On Friday, several pro-India political activists in different villages of Pulwama reportedly announced their resignations in the mosques of their respective localities. Militants in different villages of Pulwama have been barging into the houses of political activists, beating them and ransacking their belongings.
Pulwama SSP Muhammad Rayees Bhat said that the new video was shot before the parliamentary by-poll. “We have started investigations into the matter,” he said.

Police asks its field personnel to avoid visiting homes

April 16: The Jammu and Kashmir police has issued an advisory to its field personnel to avoid visiting their homes "for the next few months", following incidents of attacks by militants on their residences and family members. The advisory issued by the police headquarters referred to the recent incidents in the valley where “militants and anti-national and anti-social elements have cause damage to the life and property of police personnel.”
"In view of these unfortunate incidents, police personnel, particularly from south Kashmir, are advised to exercise extreme caution while visiting their homes. They should preferably avoid visiting their homes for the next few months as their personal security is of paramount importance," the advisory said.
It advised all the heads of various formations to brief their officers and men regarding the threat so the life and property of police personnel were secure.
The advisory follows over a dozen incidents of attacks on families of police personnel in Kulgam and Shopian in South Kashmir. The family members of police personnel deployed in anti-insurgency operations were threatened and asked to persuade the uniformed men to quit service.
The first incident of militants entering the house of a police personnel was reported in March this year when Hizbul Mujahideen militants threatened the family of a Deputy Superintendent of Police in Shopian.
The unprecedented incident had sent shock waves through the police force, prompting the state police chief S P Vaid to issue a warning to militant groups.
Vaid had said: "This is between police and militants and families should not be brought into this conflict."
He had wondered what would be the reaction of militants if police started threatening and intimidating their families. "If the police start doing this, what will happen to their families?" he had asked.
On April 15, masked gunmen barged into the houses of two policemen in south Kashmir’s Shopian district and asked them to publicly announce from Masjids that all policemen should resign en-mass. Reports said that some masked gunmen at around 11:00 Pm broke into the house of a police constable at – Hajipora village and thrashed him.
“They also broke the window panes of his house and later asked the policeman to resign from his service and announce it publicly,” reports and police sources said.
They said that the cop was also directed to announce his decision to quit the job from the loudspeaker of a local Masjid. “He was also told to announce that all policemen should resign or be ready to face the consequences,” sources said.
The masked men also reportedly barged into house of another policeman at Meldoora village in the same district and ransacked his house. “The cop, however was not present in the house and his family members were told to convey the message to him that he should quit the job,” sources said.
The Deputy Inspector General (DIG) South Kashmir- SP Pani while talking to Greater Kashmir said, “Yes the militants barged into the houses of cops and harassed their families.” He said that the matter is being investigated.

Juvenile freed after ‘ruthless beating’ in lockup

April 18:  A court in Srinagar granted bail to a 16-year-old boy who had been kept in police lockup for more than five days, and according to his family, beaten up ruthlessly in custody.
Chief Judicial Magistrate (CJM) Srinagar Massarat Shaheen on April 18 rejected the police request for remand of the Class X student from Nawakadal locality of Srinagar.
Earlier on April 17, the court had sent the boy to juvenile home, after his family produced his date of birth certificate in court.
Despite being a juvenile, the boy had spent a week in police lockup under Sections 148, 149, 336, 152, 332, 323 of the RPC.
The CJM said that the juvenile had not injured any public officer and ordered his release on a bail bond of Rs 20,000 with one surety.
The boy had presented himself in police station Safakadal on April 10 after police had detained his father on his behalf.
The grandfather of the boy said that he was asked to produce the boy in the police station after police detained his father.
“The SHO asked me to bring my grandson to the station, saying that ‘I won’t harm him’. Once I took him there, he was beaten up ruthlessly in front of me and his father. He was beaten as if they were beating a drum. His left hand has been injured. There are bruises on his legs and arms,” the boy’s grandfather said.
A police official from the Safakadal station denied the allegation and said that police were unaware of the age of the boy. “Nobody from his family members claimed that he is a juvenile, or brought any certificate to the police station. We only came to know about it when the birth certificate was produced before the court,” the official said, adding, “As for beating him ruthlessly, it is a false allegation.”
As per the Juvenile Justice Care and Protection of Children Act, Section II, as soon as a juvenile in conflict with law is apprehended by police, he has to be placed under the charge of the special juvenile police unit or designated police officer, who shall produce the juvenile before the board without any loss of time within a period of twenty hours of his apprehension, exclusive of the time necessary for the journey from the place where the juvenile was apprehended.

Schools damages during Indian Parliamentary bypolls

During the Indian Parliamentary by-polls various schools occupied by paramilitary forces reported damages to the school structures and property by the forces. Some of the reported incidents in the local media are being reproduced herein below.   
· 35 schools designated as polling stations damaged in Budgam
April 14: More than 35 government schools designated as polling stations in Budgam district were severely and partially damaged during clashes between youth and security forces which marred the elections on April 9.
Officials said some of the damaged educational institutions are in position re-start classes while a dozen schools have severe damages leaving chances of conducting classes bleak.
"Eight schools are severely damaged while as rest have received partial damages. Youth have damaged window panes and doors of the buildings. They have broken all the glasses," Chief Education Officer (CEO) Budgam, Inderjeet Sharma said.
The election authorities had designated Government Higher Secondary, High, Middle and Primary schools as polling station in Budgam - constituent district of Srinagar Parliament constituency.
"There was resentment to polls but schools were designated as polling booths by the election authorities due to which students became the victims," he said.
The damages to the educational institutions, officials said, will take a toll on the academics of the students.
"Some of the schools are severely damaged where we can’t accommodate students to take their classes. We have to look for some alternate arrangements for these students," Sharma said.
He said the department has not made actual assessment to project the cost required for renovation of the damaged schools.
"We will start the process tomorrow to assess the actual loses. Post elections, schools remained closed due to strike call and no official could reach to these schools," CEO Budgam said.
· CRPF damages school lockers, windows during poll duty 
April 14:Para-military Central Reserve Police Force personnel deployed at a polling station in Kralpora area of Central Kashmir’s Budgam district allegedly damaged lockers, almirahs and trunks containing school records.
Aghast over the action of CRPF, the Principal Government Boys Middle School approached Directorate of School Education Kashmir and demanded inquiry into the case. “There was a polling station at Kralpora B, located inside Government Boys Middle School. We had allotted only a single room to CRPF. After the culmination of polling, we were shocked to see lockers and trunks damaged while school record was lying at sixes and sevens. We photographed everything and brought the matter into the notice of Directorate of School Education,” a school teacher said.
The teacher said that some school records are missing.
“It was totally irresponsible act on part of deployed CRPF personnel and they should be made answerable for this,” he said.
The Principal of the School while confirming the incident said that on April 9, CRPF had also damaged the windows and doors of the school.
Despite repeated attempts spokesperson CRPF could not be contacted. (CNS)
·  Students stay away from classes as CRPF men continue to occupy schools
April 15: Students and teachers of four schools functioning at National School Karan Nagar are not being allowed to enter the school premises by paramilitary forces who haven’t vacated the school building even after completion of by-polls for Srinagar parliamentary constituency.
Meanwhile, students did not want to attend their classes due to fear of the paramilitary CRPF present in the premises.
Headmaster of Government High School Zaindar Mohalla, Dilshada Akhter said, “I tried a lot to motivate the students to come to the school but they are not willing to attend the classes as they fear the paramilitary forces present in the school. Parents are also apprehensive about sending their wards.”
The four schools- including Government High School Zaindar Mohalla, Middle School Tankipora, Upper Primary School Chota Bazar and Middle School Chinkral Mohalla- functioning from National School on temporary basis since 2014 floods are yet to be vacated and the students and staff are not being allowed to enter the school premises.
“CRPF has been occupying the said schools from April 3 and despite the completion of by-polls they have not yet vacated the school,” Akhter said.
According to Akhter, to save the precious academic time of students she was searching for a room on her own around Karan Nagar area where she wanted to start remedial classes for students hit due to by-polls till the CRPF vacates from the school.
She added that even the Chief Education Officer (CEO) Srinagar expressed helplessness in the matter.
Meanwhile, Zonal Education Officer (ZEO) Masarat Akhter said, “There are many places in Srinagar like Drugjan High School which are not yet vacated and the schools which come under my zone are facing a lot of problems due to the presence of paramilitary forces in the school premises.”
	However, she added: “We have received unofficial information that the paramilitary forces will vacate on Sunday as the code of conduct is likely to end tomorrow.”
When contacted, CRPF spokesperson, Rajesh Yadav said: The results of parliamentary by-polls have been declared now and the paramilitary forces which are in schools will vacate gradually as it is not possible to vacate all the places in a single night.”

Children studying at seminary beaten up by army, say teachers

April 28: Army soldiers reportedly beat up children studying in a Quranic school in Shopian and also entered the school where they roughed up teachers and took with them both students and teachers to their camp.
Teachers at the Jamia Zia-ul-Huda said that the children were playing cricket in the courtyard of the school in Alyarpora Mohalla when “some outsider” threw a stone at a group of soldiers passing by, after which the soldiers attacked the children and also the teachers inside the school.
“We were playing cricket in the school courtyard when an army patrol was passing by outside. The soldiers entered our institution and picked up teachers and students of the institution,” a teacher said.
The man in charge of the institution, Tanveer Ahmed, told Kashmir Reader that the students were playing cricket during break hours when some outsider hurled a stone on an army patrol outside. “The soldiers entered the institution, beat up students and teachers, and took them away to an army camp,” he said.
He said that about 40 children study in the school and all of them are in the age group of 8 to 13 years. “The condition of one of the students is very bad. The soldiers beat him ruthlessly and he has severe injuries on his back,” Ahmed said.
Station House Officer of Shopian police station, Ghulam Jeelani, told media that the students and teachers had thrown stones on the army patrol. “If need be, we will lodge FIR against the teachers and students,” he said.
Army spokesman Rajesh Kalia said that no trooper manhandled any student or teacher. “The students and teachers had pelted stones on the army patrol. The soldiers picked them up and handed them over to the police,” he said.

Militarization
· 
· Occupation of schools by para-military forces grows in poll-bound Kashmir
April 04: A day after two schools were handed over by the government to paramilitary forces in poll-bound Kashmir, more educational institutions were taken over by the forces in various parts of central Kashmir.
Sources said that in the coming days the occupation of school by the forces will grow further in view of the by-polls in Srinagar and Anantnag parliamentary constituencies on April 9 and 12.	
On April 2 more than half a dozen government schools were taken over by forces in Srinagar district, forcing the school authorities to suspend the class work in the schools.
In Srinagar, Government Higher Secondary Schools in Chanpora, Hazratbal, Sonwar, Soura and Zadibal were taken over by CRPF troops. Earlier on Monday two schools - Government Middle School Gagribal and Government High School Drogjan - were taken over by paramilitary troops for their accommodation in view of by polls.
National School in Karan Nagar which also houses four government schools of city has also been taken over by forces on April 3.
“Around three companies are accommodated here at National School. National School as well as other four government schools functioning in the building are closed,” Principal National School said.
The occupation of schools comes at a time when J&K’s Education Minister Syed Muhammad Altaf Bukhari made an announcement of relieving teachers of all additional assignments to “minimize disruption of academic activities.”
The schools, according to the heads of the institutions, were occupied by the paramilitary troops without any intimation to the department or schools authorities.
“We were not informed that our schools will be handed over to forces a week ahead of the elections. We were surprised to see forces inside the school premises,” said a group of teachers.
On April4 students as well teachers reached their respective schools, however they were shocked to see their institutions taken over by forces.
“Once we reached to our schools, we were shocked to see paramilitary troops bathing inside the school premises. We couldn’t dare to move inside and advised students to remain outside,” the teachers of one of the schools, taken over by troops, said.
The teachers have been left at a crossroads as the officials in school education department rule out any intimation being received about the occupation of paramilitary forces in schools.
“We are in a limbo whether to stay home or attend the school. Authorities in department are indecisive about it. The schools have been occupied overnight without any intimation to the school authorities,” the teachers said.
Two companies of CRPF are accommodated in GHS Drogjan and one company is accommodated in Gagribal School.
The occupation of troops has turned the schools into garrison. Greater Kashmir visited some such schools and found that the all furniture from classrooms was placed outside in rains.
The CRPF personnel have erected temporary lavatory inside the premises of Drogjan High School Dalgate and parked their vehicles in the premises. Same is the situation in Middle School Gagribal where troops have thrown out furniture outside the building and have set up kitchen on the verandah of the school premises. The troops have occupied all the rooms except office room and computer laboratory.
Besides Srinagar, scores of government schools will be taken over by the CRPF troops in view of the elections.
“CRPF will occupy the schools wherever they need as they have sought accommodations in some Higher Secondary and High Schools. The exercise is going on and various schools in the district will be occupied here,” Chief Education Officer (CEO) Budgam, Inderjeet Sharma, said.
Minister for education, Syed Muhammad Altaf Bukhari, acknowledged that schools will be occupied by paramilitary troops in view of parliamentary polls and said the government will take a decision about the closure of schools.
“I will convene a meeting tomorrow and take a decision regarding the issue. We may announce holiday for students for these days. I have already taken up the matter with IGP. All the election related matters are directly dealt by Election Commission of India (ECI),” the Education Minister said.
Pertinently, over 250 extra companies of paramilitary forces are being deployed in Srinagar and Anantnag parliamentary constituencies for the upcoming polls.
“We had asked for additional 250 companies but some companies were mobilized internally,” Director General of Police (DGP) SP Vaid said.
About the occupation of schools by CRPF troops, he said, “I have already opposed it and asked the DIG to change their (CRPF) accommodation,” he said.
· Troops take over school buildings ahead of by-polls
April 05: The force personnel have taken over number of school buildings in South and Central Kashmir ahead of by-polls for two parliamentary seats in valley.
According to sources, 21 schools out of the 450 schools in Budgam district, where polling stations would be setup, have been taken over by the force personnel.
Among the schools taken over by force personnel include many educational institutes in Magam and district headquarters Budgam.
Chief Education Officer (CEO), Budgam, Inderjeet Sharma told media that many schools in Budgam have been taken over by the forces.
“In coming days all schools where polling booths will be setup will be handed over to the forces. The academics will suffer but then amid this deteriorating security situation and when Election Commission lacks other alternative accommodation, schools become the last resort,” he said.
The CEO said the high schools and higher secondary schools are being taken over by the forces and the class work in these schools is bound to suffer because of the elections.
At least nine schools in Srinagar including S P Higher Secondary School and National School Karan Nagar, where five schools function have been taken over by forces this week alone. Besides, Degree College Boys Anantnag has been converted into a fortress.
CEO Anantnag, Ghulam Rasool Shah, told media that there are 651 polling stations in the district and majority of them are in schools.
He said if schools are to be kept out of the ambit of poll process; it has to be decided by the State government.
“Till now, no school in the district has been taken over by the forces. However, the security men have moved into District Institute of Education and Training, Anantnag,” Shah said.
The by-polls for Srinagar-Budgam Lok Sabha seat in Central Kashmir and Anantnag-Pulwama seat in South Kashmir would be held on April 9 and April 12 respectively.
In Shopian district, out of total 190 odd polling booths, nearly 90 percent have been setup in schools.
CEO Shopian, Mohammad Sadiq said majority of schools in the district have been taken by district administration for elections.
He said there are no reports of forces occupying any school till now.
However, a senior official, pleading anonymity, said all schools, where polling booths will be set up, will be handed over to forces almost 3-4 days before the elections.
He said every time there is a census or election or any other activity, teachers and students along with the infrastructure of schools have to bear the brunt.
A lecturer Aijaz Ahmad told Rising Kashmir that government is still insensitive to the academic losses of the students.
Meanwhile, CEO Pulwama, Hamid Kumar said the education department has no role in setting polling booths in schools as it is done by the district administration.
“Everyone knows that without schools, the elections cannot be held. But then some alternatives should have been found a long time back,” he said.
A group of teachers at Government Girls Higher Secondary School in Srinagar questioned the government move to set up polling booths in educational institutions.
“Why is government allowing this? Everybody knows that security situation is very tense and schools have become even more vulnerable due to presence of forces,” they said.
Director School Education, Kumar Rajeev Ranjan told media that the matter of setting up polling booths in educational institutions falls in jurisdiction of Divisional Commissioner Kashmir and respective District Commissioners and the education department cannot do anything.
· SSB grabs prime land at Kashmir Haat
April 8: The paramilitary Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) has occupied a prime land of prestigious Kashmir Haat, here, leaving people and business community fuming.
The SSB personnel stationed in the premises of Government Handicraft Department since 2013 have now occupied the exhibition area of Kashmir Haat.
Official sources told media that SSB personnel have illegally parked their vehicles in the exhibition area after removing the parapet that separates the Department premise from the Government Central Market.
	“The SSB personnel have illegally occupied the exhibition area of Kashmir Haat without seeking permission of the concerned authority,” said an official of Handicraft Department.
	He said unfortunately, they continue to occupy the premises of without giving any rent even after repeated requests since 2013.
	“Now, they have gone a step ahead and dismantled the Department property and occupied the Exhibition area of Kashmir Haat to park their vehicles,” the official said.
	As per sources, the government had earlier allowed SSB to park only 10 vehicles for a year in the Department premises but later they constructed concrete barracks, hostel rooms, and workshops illegally and have been unmoved since then.
	Last week, SSB personnel dismantled the Iron divider in the Kashmir Haat premise leaving the Handicraft department high and dry.
He said the Kashmir Haat had been turned into a garage and camp due to which people and employees are afraid to move freely.
	“Now almost half of the premise is under control of SSB including the building close to the School of Design and Exhibition ground,” the official said.
The Kashmir Haat, earlier known as Numaiyish Gah (Exhibition Ground), was established eight years ago for the display and sale of Kashmir Handicrafts through local and original businessmen.
	However, after the outbreak of militancy in 1990, the market witnessed a decline in the sale of Handicraft goods. A major portion of Kashmir Haat was occupied by CRPF) in early 1990s. The CRPF men were later replaced by 46 bn of SSB in 2013.
	Joint Director Handicrafts, Nazir Ahmad told Rising Kashmir that they had taken the issue with Home Department and pressed for relocation of SSB from the Kashmir Haat.
“We have been requesting the Home Department to shift the SSB camp from our premises. However, the process was delayed due to various reasons. Last year, it was delayed due to the unfavorable situation in Kashmir,” he said.
Nazir said the recent occupation of Exhibition area was due to renovation work going on in the premises.
“We have told them to shift their vehicles to Exhibition area so that our workers can complete the levelling of the ground,” he said.
· CRPF occupy Baghat school, removes furniture 
April 08: Central Reserved Police Force (CRPF) has removed furniture from classrooms of Muslim Education Trust (MET) Senior Secondary School at Baghat-Barzulla which they have occupied for Srinagar by-polls.
Principal of MET school Mohmmad Amin Kaloo said they had allowed CRPF to stay put in only three rooms. “But CRPF occupied seven rooms including Lower Primary Department (LPD) where they were not allowed. They also removed furniture from the class rooms.”
Kaloo said few days back police of Sadder police station came to his office and asked him for three rooms to accommodate CRPF which he agreed to.
The locals in the vicinity have also resented occupation of the CRPF in the school.
“CRPF should not be allowed to stay in schools and colleges,” they said.
	The forces are disallowing any movement inside the school premises and even the schools are barred from entering their school.
	“When I reached the school I saw my teachers and students waiting outside the campus. We were not allowed to enter in our own school. CRPF sent us back home,” said a student of MET school pleading anonymity.
Spokesperson of CRPF Rajesh Yadav told media that in view of the parliamentary election, Jammu and Kashmir police is responsible to accommodate paramilitary forces in government and private schools for election duty.
SHO Sadder Baghat-Barzulla Ghulam Mohiudin said the benches in the majority of the classrooms are not detachable.
	“The LPD building has detachable benches. To make more space available for forces, benches have been removed.”
· Donipawa’s famous orchards occupied by army 25 years ago, not a rupee paid even as rent
April 09: At a time when farmers in Anantnag district had little idea about apple growing, residents of Donipawa, situated a kilometre away from Anantnag town, were considered to be masterly orchardists. They made such good profit that each landowner employed hundreds of labourers during the entire harvesting season. But those good old times ended 25 years ago, when the army forcibly occupied their orchards. Today, many of the once-prosperous and famous orchardists of Donipawa do wage labour for their survival.
Ghulam Mohiudin Bhat is the landowner of 14 kanals of orchard land that the army has been occupying since 1992. 
“The land produced quality apples and almonds in abundance, before it was occupied by the army. I used to engage at least four labourers on daily basis during the entire harvesting season. The armyrendered us landless overnight,” Bhat told media.
Bhat now teaches at a private school and earns a salary of Rs 4,000 a month. “You have to do something for survival,” he says.
More than 2,000 kanals of orchard land are under the occupation of the army’s 1 Rashtriya Rifles since 1990. In the area of Khuriman Karewa, 991 kanals under the army’s occupation is proprietary land owned by residents of Donipawa. Hundreds of kanals of private land of Donipawa residents is held by the army in Fatehgarh and high-ground areas adjacent to the Karewa there.
Mohammad Shafi Bhat and his brother are owners of 14 kanals of land that is under the army’s occupation. After his land was occupied, Bhat waited for several years hoping that his land will be vacated. But after army soldiers thrashed some villagers who had dared to visit their land, Bhat lost all hopes and learned tailoring to ensure his family’s survival.
“Thank God I make a good earning out of this (tailoring profession),” Mohammad Shafi said, “but there are scores of people who are doing menial jobs to earn their living.”
In 2003, landowners had moved court seeking removal of the army from their land or rent in lieu thereof. They stopped pursuing the case in 2005 after army soldiers beat up and injured several villagers who had tried to force their entry into their land.
In 2008, villagers formed a committee to plead a case for rent to be provided to the affected families. “It was only after we formed a committee that we were able to prepare the revenue file of the occupied land,” said Ghulam Mohiudin Bhat, who heads the committee.
	In August 2011 the committee submitted its file to the Defence Estates office. “Even six years after submitting our file that is attested by the revenue department, there is no response from the army. The file is pending with the office of the Northern Command (of the army),” Bhat said.
“For the past twenty-five years we have been begging for the return of our land or rent for the same. There can be no worse oppression than this,” Bhat said.
Another landowner, Ghulam Mohiudin Mir, whose 15 kanals of land are under army occupation, said that the army had ruined his life. “Imagine how much profit 15 kanals of fertile horticulture land would have given me in twenty-five years. This is the height of lawlessness that the army is not even ready to give us rent for our land,” the aged Mir said, adding, “Despite being landlords, we have been virtually made beggars.”
Srinagar-based defence spokesman Rajesh Kalia refused to comment on the matter and sought some time for confirming the details. “I don’t have any idea of which land you are talking about. You text me the queries and I will confirm the details from the department concerned,” Kalia told media.	When media again contacted Kalia, he did not respond to repeated calls from.
An official of the revenue department said that the details of the land under army occupation have been shared with the defence estates department. “There was some dispute between army and landowners about the quantum of land. We have shared the fresh figures with the army and they have assured to pay the rent on all the proprietary land. I hope the cases will be settled soon,” a revenue official told media.
· Donipawa villagers tried all politicians, but their land still with the army 
April 17:  When the 2014 assembly elections were held, Donipawa village with a population of five-thousand defied threats and the boycott call of pro-freedom leaders to cast votes. There was a reason why it did so: pro-India politicians had promised that villagers would regain the land occupied by the army in the village. Three years later, that promise has not been met, but politicians are again eying this village for the Anantnag parliamentary by-polls.
“For the past 26 years these politicians have been coming to us during elections. They assure us of getting our land freed from army occupation but none of them has helped us even in getting the rent for our occupied land,” said a resident, Ghulam Muhammad Bhat, whose 15 kanals of land are under the occupation of army.
He said when the low-key campaigning for the Anantnag by-poll, which has now been postponed to May 25, was underway, politicians would send their emissaries to villagers to ask them to vote.
“The politicians cannot summon the courage to face us. They shamelessly send their local cohorts who keep on seeking documents such as revenue file of the land which we have prepared on our own,” Bhat said, adding “These workers tell us, Sahab (political leader) has demanded the file for processing the case.”
The village has more than five-thousand population with 2,100 registered voters. During the 2014 assembly election, the village recorded 80 percent polling.
More than 2,000 kanals of land are held by the army as High Ground in Fatehgarh and Khuriman Donipawa areas since 1990, when government forces started occupying government buildings, residential houses and land to set up camps.
In Khuriman Donipawa alone, once considered as the most fruit-producing karewa, 991 kanals of proprietary land are under the occupation of army. In the adjacent High Ground area, army vacated about 300 kanals of land in 2004 for establishment of a university campus but is reluctant to vacate another 454 kanals of land for the expansion of the campus, despite directions to do so from the Government of India and former chief minister late Mufti Mohammad Sayeed.
Bhat, who heads a committee formed by the landowners a few years ago to plead their case, said that the villagers were being exploited by politicians for their own ends.
“It was National conference (NC) first which made false promises to us for returning our land. After facing disappointment, our entire village voted for PDP as the party promised us help in regaining our land. But the PDP, too, failed us. Mufti sahab after becoming chief minister only talked about the land for south campus but we never heard him raising the issue of the proprietary land with the army during his tenure as chief minister,” Bhat said.
Another resident, Muhammad Shafi Bhat, whose 14 kanals land also is occupied by the army, said that he along with the villagers had voted for Congress in the previous election.
“We actively campaigned for the Congress candidate last time and ensured his win, hoping that he will fight for our rights. But after he was elected we never saw or heard from him. These politicians are all exploiters and can make any promise to the people for votes,” Shafi said.
The landowners also accused the politicians of raising the issue only when they are sitting in Opposition.
“We have never seen any MLA whose party was in power raising the issue, but when they are in Opposition they make it a point to raise the issue in the Assembly to fool us. But now they cannot exploit us anymore,” Bhat said.
An elderly man who has nine kanals of land under army occupation said that politicians know “we are helpless and can be exploited easily. They do politics on our miseries. But we have realised these things. We have also realised that they themselves are helpless before the army.”

After pellets and ‘pava’ shells, plastic bullets ‘dispatched’ to Kashmir

April 17: Non-penetrative plastic bullets are likely to be used in Jammu and Kashmir for crowd control or stone-pelting to reduce collateral damage during counter-insurgency operations, official sources said here on Tuesday. However, the pellet guns will continue to be used as the last resort in the “non-lethal category.” Thousands of plastic bullets were produced and sent to the Kashmir Valley for use by the law enforcement agencies, official sources said.
The plastic bullets are non-penetrative and can be fired from INSAS rifles, the sources said.
So far, security forces are using PAVA shells and pellet guns. PAVA (Pelargonic Acid Vanillyl Amide) is a chilli-based ammunition, which is less lethal and immobilises the target temporarily.
Other less-lethal weapons used include dye marker grenade with irritant which causes sensory trouble to the target once fired. It leaves a dye mark on the troublemakers for easy identification. An new entrant to the arsenal of non-lethal weapons is a grenade packed with scientifically prepared spicy jelly, which on exploding, causes irritation in the eyes.
Oloeoresin, a semi-solid extract in a solution, mixed with spicy gel, could be put in the grenade casings to tackle rioting mobs, sources said. Calling the damage caused by pellet guns an issue of "life and death", the Supreme Court had last month told the government to come up with suggestions regarding effective alternatives.

2016 SUMMER KILLINGS
SIT Shopian submits report in one killing, ‘Probe to be completed soon’

April 02: The Special Investigation Team(SIT) of Police constituted to probe 2016 civilian killings in south Kashmir has submitted report in one killing to J&K Police Headquarters while as the inquiry into other cases is about to be completed, sources told media.  
They said, “The SIT constituted to probe the 2016 civilian killings in south Kashmir districts is hopeful to complete the enquiry soon.”
“We have submitted report into one killing to police Headquarters. They will be submitted the same to Government,” Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP), Shopian, Tahir Saleem Khan, told media.  He said that SIT probed the killing of 21 year old youth killed during the protests. “Besides the Police Headquarters, we have submitted documents to Session court Shopian.”
However, SSP did not disclose the findings of the report and said that probe into two other killings is about to be completed. “Hopefully in near future, report of all the killings will be submitted.” The SITs were constituted after Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti in the recently concluded Legislative Assembly revealed the Deputy and Additional Superintendent of Police would head the district level Special Investigation Teams (SIT) for carrying out the “time bound” investigation in civilian killings during 2016 uprising. She has said that Range Deputy Inspector General’s (DIGs) vide order number 93 of 2017 have been directed to constitute SITs.
Pertinently, the civilian killings at the hands police, paramilitary forces and other forces have been reported from all the districts of Kashmir except central Kashmir’s Ganderbal district.
In these killings only two FIRs have been registered against security personnel and rest are general cases. One FIR stands registered against Army for killing a lecturer after he was abducted in Pampore and another against CRPF for alleged involvement of its personnel in the killing of an ATM Guard killed in old Srinagar.
Police records maintain that the highest number of deaths during the uprising have taken place in south Kashmir’s Anantnag district followed by neighboring Kulgam.
On the first day, 19 civilians were killed in forces action, 13 in Anantnag and six in Kulgam districts, reveal the police records.
At least 52 civilians were killed in the four districts of south Kashmir- that remained epicenter of the current unrest, reveal the police records.
WHAT SIT IS INVESTIGATING
One of the Dy Superintendents of Police, who is heading SIT in one of the districts said that they are investigating cause of death, circumstances and retaliation of forces after any supposed protests demonstration.
He said that they would later recommend the registration of FIR against the forces involved in killing. “We are recording the statement of witnesses in every killing and that only would help us to investigate the killings and circumstances that forced the any particular force to open fire,” he said adding minimum number of witnesses are coming forward with their versions.
Pertinently, unlike the Magisterial probe, no SIT from any district have come forward with a public notice asking the witnesses to depose before them.

Officially Stated

Time and again government, police and army issued wide range of statement ranging from political situation to human rights and other important issues. The informative Missive compiles those statements for readers’ interest and for building a repository of the statements, as it serves a vital portion in the wide range of documentation. 
· You will see a transformed Kashmir in a year: Rajnath
April 12: Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh has said that one will see a "transformed" Kashmir in a year "no matter how the change takes place".
"You will see a transformed Kashmir in a year. No matter how the change occurs, one thing is certain, that there will be a change in Kashmir in a year's time," he asserted.
Jammu & Kashmir is ruled by the BJP-PDP alliance government headed by Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti.
Singh attended the 'Lokmat Maharashtrian of the Year Awards' function in Mumbai.
Speaking during an interactive session at the event, he said former Kashmir Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah should not have supported the stone pelters.
Singh said he "fully agrees" with Army chief General Bipin Rawat's remarks about dealing sternly with those trying to hinder security forces from performing their duties in Kashmir.
"Those doing such things will have to face the consequences," he said.
· 138 FIRs in Srinagar this year for stone throwing 
April 18: In less than a four-month span, 675 FIRs have been registered at police stations in Srinagar, 138 of them for stone-pelting. The police stations of Parimpora, Safakadal, and Sadder have registered the highest number of FIRs and Safakadal, Nowhatta and MR Gunj police stations have registered almost 50% of the FIRs related to stone-pelting.
The office of the Chief Judicial Magistrate lower court Srinagar records that from January 5 to April 15 this year, 675 FIRs pertaining to stone-pelting, illegal construction, robbery, fraud and embezzlement, maintenance (alimony), domestic violence, drug peddling, and other cases have been registered at police stations in Srinagar.
There are a total of 29 police stations in Srinagar, of which the Railway Police station and the Tourist Police station have not registered any FIR at the lower court in these four months.
Between January 5 and April 15, Parimpora police station registered 78 FIRs, Safakadal station registered 70 FIRs, and Sadder station registered 64 FIRs. In all stations, 138 FIRs have been registered for stone-pelting incidents with Safakadal, Nowhatta and MR Gunj stations registering 50% of these cases.
More than half of all the FIRs related to stone-pelting incidents have been registered against juveniles. Of these, 80% of the accused juveniles have been brought before the CJM’s court.
The other FIRs include 58 cases of illegal construction, 9 cases of domestic violence, 46 cases of maintenance (alimony), 48 cases of theft / robbery, 23 cases of drug peddling, 12 cases of fraud, 6 cases of sexual assault, 12 cases of forgery, 19 cases of vandalism, 11 cases of arson, 2 cases of public intoxication, and a few other minor cases.
· Home ministry says only 15 civilians killed in 2016 
April 20: The Indian Ministry of Home Affairs has said in its report of the year 2016-17 that the number of soldiers killed was much higher than the number of civilians killed in Kashmir.
The report says that only 15 civilians were killed in 2016, compared to 82 soldiers who lost their lives. The report, a copy of which is with mdia, does not even mention the name of Burhan Wani, whose killing triggered a massive uprising in the Valley in which above 80 civilians were killed and hundreds blinded, maimed, and imprisoned by government forces.
The home ministry report portrays a rosy picture of Kashmir and makes it seem as if nothing unusual happened in the Valley.
“On April 8, based on intelligence inputs about presence of 2-3 militants at Kokernag in Anantnag, a cordon was laid by J&K Police along with 19 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) of Indian Army. During the ensuing encounter, three terrorists were neutralized. One of them was the commander of the notorious terrorist organization Hizbul Mujahideen which is part of the Pakistan based United Jehad Council. United Jehad Council is a united group of various terrorist outfits viz Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT), Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) etc which acts on advise of Pakistan and gives shape to terrorist incidents in India,” reads the report.
It said that after the killing of the three HM militants, violent protests started in Kashmir Valley, particularly in rural areas of south Kashmir. “During initial days of unrest, Hurriyat leaders were involved in fomenting the trouble in the shape of organizing protests and forcing the shopkeepers to shut their shops through their dictates of protest calendars. However, Police /CAPFs, in coordination with the civil administration of the state have been successful to a large extent to break the cycle,” the report says.
The report added that Pakistan has changed its strategy in Kashmir and is “radicalising youths” through social media.
“The year 2016 has seen a change in Pak tactics following a strategy of the superimposition of militancy over ‘civil resistance’ through radicalization by vested interest groups and social media,” the report says.
The entire focus of the report is on cross-border infiltrations and “Pak-sponsored terror”.
“The union government, in tandem with the state government, has adopted a multi-pronged approach to contain cross border infiltration, which inter-alia includes strengthening of the border infrastructure, multi-tier and multi-modal deployment along the International Border/ Line of Control, and near the ever-changing infiltration routes, construction of border fencing, improved technological surveillance, weapons and equipments for Security Forces (SFs), improved intelligence and operational coordination, synergized intelligence flow, and pro-active action against terrorists within the state,” reads the report.
The report makes no mention of the five-member delegation led by India’s former finance minister Yashwant Sinha that visited Kashmir on October 25-27 last year. The delegation had in its report warned that Kashmir may witness “something bigger” in 2017 and had asked New Delhi to initiate dialogue with all stakeholders in Kashmir.
“There is a near complete lack of faith in anything that the Government of India says or promises because of a history of broken commitments. Even among those who say that they see a future with India, there is anger that India has not done enough to keep the Kashmiris with it,” the report had said.
The MHA report does mention the All Party Delegation (APD) led by Home Minister Rajnath Singh that visited Srinagar and Jammu on September 4-5. “The members of the APD appealed to the people of J&K to shun the path of violence and resolve all the issues through dialogue and discussion,” the report, citing the feedback of the APD led by Rajnath Singh, says.
The report also mentions “engagement of Kashmiri youths with IT industries through UDAAN scheme and enhancement of honorarium to the Special Police Officers (SPOs) in J&K from Rs 3,000 per month to up to Rs 6,000” as “achievements”.
· Kashmir situation not completely under control: Union Minister
April 20: Union Minister Hansraj Ahir accepted that the situation in Kashmir is "not completely under control" and assured that the Government of India (GoI) is making all efforts to improve the same.
"We do accept that the situation in Kashmir is not completely under control. We will continue to do our job," the Minister of State for Home told the media.
· Situation fragile, battle of minds as vital as bullets: Lt Gen Sandhu
April 23: While asserting that the situation in Kashmir is “on expected lines”, the Army’s top commander in Kashmir has said that the forces have to win “the battle of minds” as much as “the battle through bullets”.
In an interview to The Sunday Express, Lt General J S Sandhu, Commander of Srinagar-based 15 Corps, called the security situation “fragile”. “Public support to terrorists, their glorification and increased radicalisation are issues of concern,” said the officer in-charge of the Army in Kashmir, adding that “the battle of minds is as important as the battle through bullets, and we are trying to steer them (youths) away from the violent path”.
Saying the Army is monitoring the situation and keeping an eye on the “trends”, Lt Gen Sandhu added, “The security situation is fragile. Violent protests and stone-throwing incidents will occur, but possibly may not be as widespread or as intense… The developments have been on expected lines.”
	Admitting the increased recruitment of locals into militancy since July 2016, when Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani was killed, Lt Gen Sandhu said, “We need to dissuade youth from joining the tanzeems (militant organisations), we can try to wean them (away) to a brighter future. Skill-development, creation of job opportunities, interaction with parents and elders, are several steps that need to be taken.”
Sources said more than 100 locals had joined militancy last year and 13 so far in 2017. Terrorist incidents have been on the rise, with 17 initiated by militants seen till mid-April this year in the Valley, compared to six during this period in 2016. Thirty-eight militants have died in Army action in J&K so far this year, eight of them on the Line of Control (LoC).
Lt Gen Sandhu also spoke about the spree of recent videos fanning passions in the Valley on both sides, saying, “Fake videos, old videos, repetitive screening of such videos, give rise to an impression of large-scale turbulence. Incidents lasting a few minutes, shown repeatedly, give an incorrect perception.”
However, he believes that while social media allows the videos a wide reach, it also enables the Army to counter them. He said the Army is “geared up to meet the challenge”.
The Army is fighting controversy triggered by one such video that shows a Kashmiri civilian tied to the bonnet of an Army jeep in Budgam, to keep stone-pelters away on the day of the Srinagar bypolls. In other videos, civilians have been shown heckling the security forces.
As per data available with the Multi Agency Centre of the state, 49 terrorists have attempted infiltration from across the LoC this year, and 15 have successfully infiltrated so far. The Army has foiled four bids of infiltration.
· 13000 civilians, 22000 militants killed in Kashmir since 1989: MHA
April 30: The Union Home Ministry has said that only thirteen thousand civilians have been killed in Jammu and Kashmir during last 29 years - the figures which are in total contrast to the claims of human rights groups which put the civilian deaths manifold higher. 
In response to an RTI application, the Union Home Ministry has divulged that since the start of militancy in 1990 in the state 13491 civilians and 5055 security force personnel were killed in various incidents apart from 21,965 militants. The data, which puts the total number of killed persons at 40961, puts statistics of injured force personnel at 13000. 
The RTI application was filed by Raman Sharma through online means on February 22 this year and he had sought information related to loss of lives and damage caused to properties belonging to civilians in militancy related incidents in J&K. 
The data provided by the Ministry revealed that 2001 was the most violent year during which 3552 people lost their lives including 996 civilians, 536 security personnel and 2020 militants, besides injuries to 1587 security force personnel. However maximum number of civilians were killed in 1996 which claimed 1341 lives followed by 1995 when 1031 civilians were killed.
After 2006, there had been a steep decline in the militancy related causalities till 2012 which has been the most peaceful year in the last 3 decades. In 2012 there were only 102 casualties including 15 civilians, 15 security personnel and 72 militants and only 65 security men were injured during the year. 
From 2013 onward however there has been vertical rise in the killings in militancy related attacks and last year’s killings in militant attacks is more than double compared to 2012. During 2016 a total of 247 people lost their lives including 15 civilians, 82 security men and 150 militants. Till 31st March this year, 52 lives have been lost comprising five civilians, 12 armed force personnel and 35 militants.
In 1990, the data reveals that 461 civilians, 550 militants and 155 security personnel were killed while 382 civilians, 844 militants and 173 security forces’ personnel and 634 civilians, 819 militants, 189 security force personnel were killed in 1991 and 1992. 
In 1993, the Home Ministry data reveals that 747 civilians, 1310 militants, and 198 security personnel were killed while in 1994 at least 820 civilians, 1596 militants and 200 security personnel were killed. 
In 1995, the figures reveal that 1031 civilians, 1332 militants, 237 security force personnel were killed while 1341 civilians, 1209 militants, 184 security personnel were killed in 1996. In 1997, 971 civilians, 1075 militants, 193 security force personnel were killed while in 1998, those killed included 889 civilians, 999 militants, 236 force personnel. In 1999, 873 civilians lost their lives and 1082 militants and 355 security personnel were also killed during the period. While 847 civilians, 1520 militants and 397 force personnel were killed in 2000, the next year 996 civilians, 2020 militants and 536 security personnel were killed in militancy related activities. In 2002, at least 1008 civilians, 1707 militants and 453 force personnel were killed those killed in 2003 included 795 civilians, 1094 militants and 314 force personnel. While in 2004, 707 civilians, 976 militants, 281 force personnel were killed the numbers were 707, 976, 281 respectively the next year compared to 557 civilians, 917 militants and 189 security forces personnel in 2006. 
For 2006 the number of killed persons included 389 civilians, 591 militants and 151 forces’ personnel while in 2007, 158, 472 and 110 persons were killed respectively. In 2008 the number of killed persons included 91 civilians, 339 militants and 75 forces’ men while in 2009 the killed persons include 71, 239 and 79 respectively. In 2010, at least 47 civilians, 232 militants and 69 security forces’ men were killed compared to 31, 100 and 33 respectively the next year. 
The number of killed persons in 2012 included 15 civilians, 72 militants and 15 security forces’ men while the number for 2013 is 15, 67 and 53 persons respectively. While 28 civilians, 110 militants and 47 forces personnel were killed in 2014, the number of killed persons was 17 civilians, 108 militants and 39 forces’ men in 2015 respectively and in 2016 the number was 15, 150 and 82. This year, so far, five civilians, 35 militants and 12 security personnel have got killed in militancy related incidents.
· Delhi spent ` 3000 cr on migrants, families of slain forces personnel, surrendered militants since 1989
April 30: A whopping Rs 3000 crore have been spent on the rehabilitation of migrants, surrendered militants and the families of security forces personnel killed in militancy related incidents in Kashmir since 1989, a report of Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, has revealed.
The report for the year 2016-2017 states that under the “Relief and Rehabilitation scheme”, the total amount reimbursed to the J&K government since 1989 is Rs 27228.65 Crore. 
“During the current financial year, Rs 363.04 Crore were reimbursed to the J&K government. The scheme broadly covers relief and rehabilitation of families of civilians and security forces killed in militancy related incidents and the rehabilitation of surrendered militants,” the official report said. “The scheme also covers Kashmiri and Jammu migrants.”
The report, however, doesn’t mention the number of families or the surrendered militants covered under the scheme. Pertinently, at least 300 youth had returned to their respective homes after the then Chief Minister Omar Abdullah introduced “rehabilitation policy for the youth willing to return from Pakistan administered Kashmir, in 2010.”
62000 migrant families: The MHA report further states that due to onset of militancy in J&K in early 1990s, most of the Kashmiri Pandit families along with some Sikh and Muslim families migrated from Kashmir to Jammu, Delhi and other parts of the India. “At present, there are about 62,000 registered Kashmiri migrant families in India, out of which about 40,000 families are residing in Jammu, about 20,000 families in Delhi/NCR and about 2000 families are settled in other states,” the report states.
The J&K government is providing cash relief of Rs 2500 per head per month (maximum of 10,000 per family per month) plus dry ration (9 Kg Rice, 2 Kg Atta per person per month and 1 Kg Sugar per family per month) to eligible 18,250 families living in Jammu. “Expenditure incurred by the J&K government in this respect is reimbursed by the Ministry of Home Affairs under SRE (R&R),” the reports said. “A variety of measures have been taken over the years by the GoI by way of financial assistance / relief and other initiatives to provide succour and support to the affected families, within a broad policy framework that those who have migrated will eventually return to their roots.”
Package for Kashmiri Migrants: The report said a rehabilitation package was announced by the Government in the year 2008 for the return and rehabilitation of Kashmiri Migrants, which provided for many comprehensive facilities for the migrants— provision of 6000 state government jobs (3000 jobs with Central funding and 3000 jobs with State funding), financial assistance for purchase / construction of houses, construction of transit accommodations, continuation of cash relief to migrants, scholarship to students, assistance for self-employment, assistance to the agriculturists and the horticulturist, waiver of interest on unpaid loan, etc. 
“The package is being implemented by the J&K government. So far, state government jobs have been provided to 1917 migrant youths, two families have availed financial assistance for construction of houses, and all the targeted 505 transit accommodations have been constructed in Kashmir,” the report states. “Besides, the Government of India has approved another package, in November 2015, for providing additional 3000 state government jobs to the Kashmiri migrants and construction of 6000 transit accommodations in Kashmir for the Kashmiri migrants to whom state government jobs have been provided/ will be provided. The State Government of Jammu and Kashmir is implementing the package. So far the State Government has identified 3000 posts in 16 different departments; recruitment process is likely to be started soon.”

	Date
	Armed Forces
	Militants
	Civilians
	Others 

	April 01
	1 (JCO) 
	-
	-
	-

	April 02
	1
	-
	1
	-

	April 03
	1
	-
	-
	-

	April 04
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 05
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 06
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 07
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 08
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 09
	-
	-
	8
	-

	April 10
	-
	4
	1
	-

	April 11
	-
	-
	1
	-

	April 12
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 13
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 14
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 15
	-
	-
	3
	-

	April 16
	-
	-
	1
	1 (Ikhwani)

	April 17
	1 (Accidental Fire)
	-
	-
	-

	April 18
	1 (Accidental Fire)
	-
	-
	-

	April 19
	-
	-
	1
	-

	April 20
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 21
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 22
	-
	2
	-
	-

	April 23
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 24
	-
	-
	1
	-

	April 25
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 26
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 27
	3
	2
	1
	-

	April 28
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 29
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 30
	-
	-
	1
	-

	Total 
	8
	8
	19
	1

	                                                                     Total Killings 
	36 killings 



Chronology of Incidents 
April 01: Three army soldiers were injured in a militant attack at bypass, Bemina in Srinagar. It was an army convoy which came under militant fire. A Junior Commissioned Officer (JCO), Naib Subedar S Sanayaima Som, was killed in an improvise explosive device (IED) blast along the LoC in Poonch sector. While in Lal Chowk and its adjacent areas massive clashes took place between protestors and police after police arrested a mentally challenged person after he forced his entry inside a hotel in Lal Chowk, Srinagar. The armed forces deployed around the hotel took it as a militant attack and fired a gunshot which triggered chaos. In Pulwama youth disrupted a search operation. In forces action three persons sustained injuries.      
April 02: A physically challenged youth, who was allegedly beaten by government forces last year and whose financially humble family was struggling to meet his medical bills and their day-to-day expenses, succumbed. The youth was identified as Mushtaq son of Ghulam Mohammad Kundoo of Ganai Mohalla, Soura, Srinagar. His brother had a job that earned him Rs 3,000 per month, and his father was a driver. Both of them have not gone to work for months because they were busy taking care of Mushtaq. While one Police Constable died while 11 other personnel sustained injuries after suspected militants hurled a grenade on a forces party in Nowhatta area of down town Srinagar. 
April 03: A CRPF trooper was killed and five others injured after militants fired at a civilian passenger vehicle (Tata 407) carrying the troopers at Pantha Chowk. A 10-year-old girl, identified as Zainab Wani of Drangbal, Pampore, was also injured during the attack. The girl suffered an injury in her leg and was shifted to Srinagar’s Bone and Joint Hospital. The civilian driver of the vehicle was also injured in the attack. While clashes erupted in Imam Sahab area of Shopian in south Kashmir on Monday against the detention of a student. The student was detaining during by a police patrol and questioned. Youth took to streets and pelted the forces with stones. The student was later released.
April 04: No incident of violence reported. 
April 05: No incident of violence reported.
April 06: Five youth suffered minor injuries in clashes with police in Manloo village of Shopian in south Kashmir on Friday. Sources said that clashes erupted after youth pelted stones on a police party in the village.
April 07: Paramilitary Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) troopers resorted to aerial firing to disperse protesters in Beerwah area of central Kashmir’s Budgam district, triggering shutdown. Witnesses said that youth assembled in Beerwah market and pelted stones on CRPF troopers. The troopers fired in air to make way out of the market, they said. Following the clashes, shopkeepers downed their shutters and chaos descended on the whole market.
April 08: The gunshots near a PDP workers meet addressed by minister in Acabal in South Kashmir created fear and panic. 
April 09: Eight civilians were killed and over one hundred injured in armed forces action in Budgam and Ganderbal districts during parliamentary elections. The deceased civilians were identified as Abbas Rather, 16, Faizan, 12, Shabir Ahmad Bhat, 22, Nisar Ahmad Mir, 25, Akeel Ahmad Wani, 22, Adil Farooq Sheikh, 19, Amir Ahmad Rathray, 20 and Omar Farooq of Ganderbal.   
April 10: A driver Ali Mohammad Dagga of Barathana, Srinagar was hit by a stone due to which he lost control of his vehicle he was driving and died on the spot. While army claimed four unidentified militants (infiltrators) were killed in Keran sector of Kupwara district. Kashmir valley and Kishtwar area in Jammu region observed a complete shutdown on Monday in protest against the killing of eight civilians by government forces on April 09. In south Kashmir, two schools designated as polling stations torched.  
April 11: A woman died allegedly due to suffocation caused by intense teargas shelling by government forces in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district. The deceased woman was identified as Shameema Akther wife of Nazir Ahmed of Pulwama. While Kashmir observed a complete shutdown for the second consecutive day to mourn the killing of eight civilians in action by forces on the polling day April 9. 
April 12: The entry of an army vehicle in the premises of Government Degree College Pulwama triggered massive pro-freedom protests by the students who also attacked the army vehicle with stones. Reports said that at about 12:30pm, an army Casper vehicle entered the college when classes were being held. As soon as the army vehicle entered the premises, the students came out of the classes and began throwing stones at the vehicle. The stone-throwing continued for about ten minutes, damaging glass panes of the army vehicle.  
April 13: No incident.  
April 14: Protests, and clashes between youth and government forces, occurred in several areas across Kashmir soon after Friday prayers. The police and paramilitary forces had to resort to tear-gas shelling to disperse the protesters. Three youths were reportedly injured in Sopore clashes. 
April 15: A youth was shot dead by Border Security Forces (BSF) in uptown Batamaloo area of Srinagar district. The youth was identified as Sajad s/o Ghulam Hassan of Baramulla. In another incident, suspected militants killed a ruling People’s Democratic Party (PDP) activist and injured two others in Pulwama district of Jammu and Kashmir, police said. The slain was identified as Bashir Ahmad Dar, 45, in Rajpora area of Pulwama district. Militants had earlier fired at another person identified as Altaf Ahmad Dar near the local bus stand. Altaf sustained a bullet injury in his leg, police said. A bullet ridden body of a businessman was recovered from an orchard in Watergam area of Rafiabad, Baramulla. The deceased was identified as Suhail Ahmad Dar, alias Jana, 23, resident of Khaiepora, Qazipora of Handwara, Kupwara. He was missing from April 14. While army thrashed four boys and damaged windowpanes of residential houses and vehicles in Chakoora village of Shopian. According to locals, as soon as the army reached the village they indiscriminately started damaging property and thrashing people who were present there. Soldiers entered in our house courtyards and started damaging windowpanes of our houses and parked vehicles. 
April 16: Notorious Ikhwani commander Rashid Billa was killed, police said, by the militants at his residential house Hajin area of district Bandipore. A national conference activist was killed by suspected militants in  Pinjoora, Shopian the deceased was identified as Imtiyaz Ahmad, a former Public Prosecutor, of Shopian. While three persons were injured, one of them with a bullet, in clashes with government forces after militants managed to break the cordon laid by armed forces with the help of people in Heff Shirmal village of Shopian.
April 17: As many seventy students were injured in armed forces action across Kashmir valley during protests against Pulwama incident on April 15 where over 60 students were injured in forces action. While cross border shelling took place along LOC in Rajouri district. In  Rajouri, an army soldier dies in an accidental fire in along LOC in Rajouri.
April 18: Student protests continued in several parts of Kashmir for the second day even as all high schools, colleges and universities remained closed. While another army soldier dies in an accidental fire in along LOC in Rajouri.
April 19: A youth from South Kashmir’s Kulgam district, injured in the firing incident on the poll day in central Kashmir’s Ganderbal district succumbed to his injuries at SKIMS Soura. Muzaffar Ahmad Mir son of Ghulam Mohi lu din, (25) resident of Zangalpora, according to sources was injured at Baroosa Ganderbal when government forces opened fire on protesters on April 09 poll day succumbed early morning. Muzaffar was working as a labourer at Baroosa market. With the passing away of Muzaffar, the death in polling day clashes has gone up to 9. While students continued to protest for the third consecutive day in Kashmir against the assault on college students in Pulwama last week. 
April 20: The student protests continued on the fourth consecutive day at various places in Kashmir valley. A girl student was admitted to the hospital after she received injuries in armed forces action. 
April 21: Clashes erupted between youth and government forces in many parts of Kashmir after Friday prayers. However, there was no report of casualty in these clashes.
April 22: Two LeT militants were killed in an encounter Hayatpora, Chadoora in Budgam district. One of the militants was identified as Younis Maqbool ganie of Patrigam, Chadora, Budgam. While protests erupted in Maisuma area of Lal Chowk after a youth Ashiq Ahmad was booked under PSA.  
April 23: A search operation of army to track-down militants was followed by intense clashes between forces and protesters in Padgampora village of Anantnag district. While thousands gathered to offer funeral prayers of the militants killing on April 22. Three persons including a SPO was handed over to police after they attacked a tourist bus in Nagbal area in outskirts of Srinagar district.   
April 24: Suspected militants shot dead the ruling PDP’s district president Abdul Gani Dar in Pulwama. A police official said that two motorcycle-borne militants fired upon Abdul Gani Dar. In another incident, a  civilian was injured after an army patrol opened fire in Manloo village of Shopian district after observing  suspicious movement in the area, reports said. The injured civilian has been identified as Shabir Ahmad Teeli. While the SP College reopened after a week of being shut to avoid student protests, and immediately college students clashed with government forces. During the clashes, a youth fell unconscious near the college’s main gate. A few policemen went closer to the boy but backed off. After sometime, at about 2pm, students pulled away the youth behind the frontline of the protesters. A few minutes later, a group of students came out of both the SP College and the Women’s College on Maulana Azad Road and started throwing stones at the troops, bringing activity in the city centre of Lal Chowk to a complete halt for hours. The forces used teargas, PAVA shells, and coloured water cannons to contain the protests. Rumours of the death of an injured boy caused a further flare-up in the protests. Two photojournalists were injured during the protests. Senior photojournalist Danish Ismail of Reuters and Basit Zargar, who works for a Delhi-based news portal, were injured while covering the clashes. Ismail was injured in his leg and Zargar was injured in his head, following which he was rushed to SMHS Hospital for treatment.
April 25: No incident of violence reported. 
April 26: No incident of violence reported.
April 27: Army soldiers shot dead a civilian in Kupwara during clashes that broke out when people demanded the bodies of the slain militants who had stormed an army camp in Kupwara’s Panzgam area, killing 3 soldiers, including an officer. A civilian Mohammad Yousuf Bhat, 60, son of Khazir Mohammad Bhat of Panzgam, Kupwara was wounded by a bullet and died on the spot. Three army soldiers, one of them a captain were killed in the fidayeen attack. The identify of slain militants were not ascertained. While clashes erupted in Pulwama over the arrest of students on April 26.  
April 28: Protests and clashes broke out in several parts of Kashmir after Friday prayers against the killing of a civilian by army in Kupwara. A youth was injured in his eye by pellets fired by the forces. A CRPF soldiers was injured in south Kashmir. While authorities had imposed restriction in Kupwara to prevent imminent protests against civilian killing by army. Meanwhile, two militants who stormed army camp in Kupwara on April 27 were silently buried in Gantamulla, Baramulla. With burial of two more militants in Gantamulla the number of buried militants there reached at 32.
April 29: Students clashed with government forces at government polytechnic college in Srinagar’s Gogji Bagh against the civilian killing in Kupwara. The forces allegedly barged in the college premises firing teargas shells and pellets to disperse student protestors. They also accused the forces of damaging vehicles parked in the college.
April 30: A civilian was killed while four others, including three policemen were injured in a grenade blast in Srinagar’s Khanyar area, police said. The civilian was identified as 60-year-old Ghulam Mohammad Khan of Illahibagh Buchpora. In another incident, a civilian sustained critical injuries when unidentified gunmen fired upon the house of a BJP worker, Gulzar Reshi, at Prichoo in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district, police said. Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Pulwama Rayees Bhat while giving the details of the incident said: “Initial reports suggest it was firing on the house of a BJP worker but one person, who was standing outside the house, was hit by the bullets.”
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