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[bookmark: _GoBack]Fear shall not trump

In the month of July, the editor received an unexpected call from Rafto Foundation seeking his consent as he and Parveena Ahanger were shortlisted for the Rafto Human Rights Prize 2017. Rafto Human Rights Foundation, little known here, since 1987 have been rewarding the Rafto prize, founded on the name of Professor Rafto Thorolf a Professor in Norwegian School of Economic who inspired his students and colleagues to support dissident of oppressed and persecuted groups in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe during the period of cold war. The caller requested the author not to make public the information till 25th of October the day when Rafto Foundation will formally announce the name at Bergen, Norway.  The Rafto Award has been conferred to 28 Laureates and out of them are Burma’s  Aung San Suu Kyi, Jose Ramos-Horta, Kim Dae-Jung and Shirin Ebadi have later received the Nobel Prize.  The prize has a global scope. For the first time this award was shared by two persons and the recipients visited Norway, Bergen to receive the award. For attending the ceremony lot of Kashmir diaspora had come Sweden, Oslo, Germany, Belgium, Netherland to attend the meeting as they were very excited that the award has been conferred to two Kashmiris’ human right activists which believe is a big breakthrough in Europe for highlighting the Human Rights issues of Kashmir. The different groups met the author and they confided that it is a big honor and admitted that they have failed to highlight Human Right Violations for decades, this event has been a big achievement for the Kashmiri diaspora who have been campaigning to highlight the Kashmir issue before the European community but have failed. The author attended the different meetings with the students groups in Rafto House the Norwegian press agencies and different journalists. A portrait photo by Hans Jorjen Bran who has been taking the portrait of  Rafto Laureates took the photograph of both the recipients.  On 4th November at Bergen University the Rafto conference under the title “Voices of Kashmir Defending Civilian in a heavy militarize zones” the laureates addressed the gatherings and highlighted the Kashmir situation to the audience having little knowledge regarding the Kashmir particularly the militarization in Kashmir which is unprecedented. Haley Duschinski’s, Mona Ban, Goldie Osuri academicians also spoke on the occasion. The Indian Embassy which was invited by the Rafto Foundation has apparently chosen not to participate, on the contrary the Pakistani Ambassador was interestingly not only watching but also recording the event. On 5th  at Rafto House in a workshop in which in which the discussion was to lobby and engage the European civil society about  how to aware the Human rights situation in Kashmir as they have little information about them. This workshop was attended by different participants for follow up strategies for highlighting the issue in Europe. At evening at DNS theatre the Rafto prize award ceremony was made.  After the award ceremony there was a cultural show and performance from the Sri Lankan artist which was enchanting. Thereafter there was a torch light precession in which the Laureates were 
leading more than 500 participant in the city of Bergen which was very festive show though it was raining but the participants walked for more than half an hour in the city of Bergen and the march ended at a place where the Rafto Students group gave short speech on Human Rights in Kashmir under the banner Human Rights in Kashmir now. The Kashmiri diaspora participating in the torch light precision were intending to hoist the flag of Kashmir but the author prevailed on them not to do so. It would have been embarrassment for the foundation. There were few Indian students and they were shouting that they are proud the Laureates are Indians. During the visit there were meeting with different politicians, Civil Society leaders, journalists who were not well acquainted with the Kashmir situation and were not well versed with the English language. It was very difficult to answer there question. Then the meeting with the Foreign Minister and the president of the Norway in the presidential house at Oslo was an opportunity to speak Kashmir situation. It was the most exciting moment for the author, as it was the acknowledgment of his contributions from three decades in the field of human rights. The Editor was earlier conferred with the Ludovic-Trarieux award in 2006 but was unable to attend the ceremony as his travel document was not issued by the authorities. Since 2003 the Ludovic-Trarieux award has been awarded jointly by several institutions: the Human Rights Institute of The Bar of Bordeaux, the Human Rights Institute of the Bar of Paris, the Human Rights Institute of The Bar of Brussels, l'Unione forense per la tutela dei diritti dell'uomo (from Rome), the Bar of Amsterdam, Geneva and Luxemburg, the Berlin Bar Association, the Union Internationale des Avocats (UIA) and the European Bar Human Rights Institute (IDHAE), an organization representing human rights lawyers across Europe.
The award contrary to the expectation to the author has provided more space visibility, prominence which is very important for carrying the task in a conflict area where there seems to be no end to the conflict. It also provided an opportunity to visit Sweden and meet different civil society groups like  in Sweden ICJ  and Lawyers without Borders who are engaged in other conflict areas but Kashmir is not on their agenda. Personal meeting and persuasion makes a lot of difference. The challenge is how to take it an opportunity to move forward and get engaged to the civil society groups in Europe. One of the major achievements is the govt. of India have been making the perpetrators, collaborators as the icons through Indian electronic media. The Indian electronic media is an accomplice to the policies adopted by the govt. of India regarding Kashmir. So it is important “dissidents” are getting acknowledgement from the European civil society groups for their audacity to speak the truth to power and demonstrate grace under pressure. It is definitely going to inspire the young generation in J&K who are pessimist and in the era of Islamophobia they feel let down. This award may be a silver lining of the darkest cloud. One thing author commends about the event it was well organized and the success is the institution building but it is also the fact that they have the support from the government. Here at home it differently has gain some hope to the activist.  


Prestegious Rafto Award conferred to Kashmiri HR activists

The Informative Missive 	1 	November 2017

The two renowned human rights activists from Kashmir, Parvez Imroz, Presisdent Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) and Parveena Ahanger, Chairperson Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP), were conferred with prestigious Rafto award 2017 for their contribution in the field of human rights for decades. The Professor Thorolf Rafto Memorial Prize is a human rights award established in the memory of the Norwegian human rights activist, Thorolf Rafto.
Both the dignitaries visited Bergen, Norway to receive the prestigious award.
	This is for the second time that Parvez Imroz was conferred with an international award. In the year 2006 Parvez Imroz was awareded with The Ludovic Trarieux International Human Rights Prize, or Ludovic Trarieux Award, which is an international human rights award given annually to a lawyer for contributions, to the defence of human rights.
The Rafto award, which honours human rights defenders, went to the two activists for their “decades of campaigning for human rights” in Jammu and Kashmir. This prestigious award was seen as an acknowledgement of human rights violations committed in Kashmir by international civil society. [image: Related image]
Parvez Imroz and Parveena at Rafto HR House

The committee which announced the award said, “Parveena Ahangar and Parvez Imroz have long been at the forefront of the struggle against arbitrary abuses of power in a region of India that has borne the brunt of escalating violence, militarisation and international tension.”
The committee further said that “their long campaign to expose human rights violations, promote dialogue and seek peaceful solutions to the intractable conflict in Kashmir has inspired new generations across communities.”
Ahangar won the honour for her “protests against enforced disappearances” and for challenging the perpetrators of violence.
The Rafto Prize Laureates said that the two recipients “complement one another in their work, creating opportunities for different communities to participate in the human rights movement via dialogue, peaceful strategies, and protest against human rights violations in the world’s largest democracy.”
The Prize, which was announced at the Rafto Human Rights House in Bergen, Norway.
The selection process ensures that only those actively involved in rights struggles get the coveted prize. The criteria includes that a candidate should be active in the struggle for the ideals and principles underlying the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights and that the candidate’s struggle for human rights should represent a non-violent perspective.
In 2016, “defender of women’s rights in war-torn Iraq” Yanar Mohammed was the recipient of the award. Winners of the Prize with Indian links in the past have been the National Campaign on Dalit Human Rights (NCDHR) activists Vincent Manoharan, Dr. Vimal Thoral and Paul Divakar.
Burmese rights activist Aung San Suu Kyi, who is now being criticised for her handling of the Rohingya crisis as the elected leader of the country, was honoured with the Prize in 1990 for “leading the struggle for democracy in Burma”.
The award ceremony was held on Noevember 5 at Rafto Human Rights House in Bergen. Both the visiting dignitaries were provided with an opportunity to shed light on the human rights of Jammu and Kashmir. A discussion focusses around human rights was also held where in the awardees responded to wide range of questions of the organizsers.   
The complete text of the lecture Parvez Imroz delivered at The 2017 Rafto Conference at Bergen, Norway. 
After decolonization of the Indian subcontinent and its subsequent partition into two new nation states of India and Pakistan, Jammu and Kashmir became a contested territory between the two countries. The two countries fought three wars and engaged in repeated border conflagrations over their claim on Jammu and Kashmir. The conflict is one of the oldest unresolved conflicts in the United Nations.
I was born and brought up in the shadow of these wars and the continued conflict scenario in Jammu and Kashmir, which is now divided between India and Pakistan. Issues emerging out of the conflict on the population became a primary concern for sensitive minds. I am amongst those people whose life got completely influenced by this situation. Since my youthful days, I became involved in various kinds of activism.
With my entry into JK High Court bar association, I used judiciary as a means to engage with the difficulties faced by people. The dynamics of the conflict of Jammu and Kashmir changed since 1989 after the section of population rose against the oppression of the Indian state through armed rebellion, which was a result of choking all available political means for those who opposed Indian occupation of Kashmir. The armed rebellion was followed by massive public outpourings. India responded by heavy military might primarily against the civilian population, which was coming out on streets, by perpetrating massacres, mass rapes and indiscriminate arrests and torture.
The civilian authority collapsed and the military and police dominated all spheres of life. Impotence of administrative mechanisms for redressal meant that only judiciary was somewhat available for people to approach for some kind of relief. The impunity enjoyed by the military and other security agencies complicated matters even for judiciary. Thus people were experiencing a reign of state terror. This produced endless stream of people with grievances, including people whose kin had been disappeared by the armed forces. This was particularly challenging for us to address in view of the opacity and non-responsiveness of the military authority.

I along with few others, despite fear of reprisals decided to not let the injustices perpetrated on the people go unchallenged. We started documenting human rights atrocities and litigating through courts, in order to make state actors accountable and visible for their crimes. We formed a human rights group Public Commission on Human Rights (PCHR), which has since then been active in litigation and documentation. I also persuaded several family members of the disappeared, who would meet me for filing their cases in the Jammu and Kashmir high court to come together for collective action against the phenomenon of enforced disappearances. Thus in 1994 Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) came into being.
In June 1998 from Jammu and Kashmir, when our struggle locally was becoming difficult and government gave disregarded to our demand for appointing a Commission of Inquiry for probing all the cases of enforced disappearances, we sought international solidarity for ending the phenomenon of enforced disappearances. It resulted in our meeting with Families of Victims of Involuntary Disappearance (FIND) Philippines, and Organization of Parents and Family Members of the Disappeared (OPFMD, Sri Lanka) at Manila. We decided to form a collective Asian response against enforced disappearances. Thus Asian Federation Against Involuntary Disappearances (AFAD) came into being. AFAD now has fourteen member organizations in ten Asian countries and has played a pivotal role in highlighting the phenomena of enforced disappearances in Asian countries and has become an important voice, which played a significant role lobbying at the UN for adoption of the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons against Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances – which is an important hallmark for the global struggle against enforced disappearances. Due to lobbying, India signed the convention in 2007 but till now refuses to ratify it.
In the year 2000, many civil society actors in Jammu and Kashmir due to threat, harassment and paucity of resources and threats came together to form a civil society coalition for creating a role for civil society for conflict resolution, protection and promotion of human rights, demilitarization. In this way Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) came into existence.
During this persistent struggle for truth and justice, the path was laden with extreme hostilities. Shorty after creation of AFAD at Manila, one of our members in APDP, a mother of a disappeared son, was killed in Srinagar in 1998. Previously, several human rights defenders were killed, including prominent voices like Hriday Nath Wanchoo and Jalil Andrabi. The attacks against human rights defenders continued and in 2004 my colleagues from JKCCS were attacked with an IED blast in Kupwara district of Kashmir, in which two of our colleagues - one female colleague Aasia Jelaani and the driver - was killed and another colleague Khurram Parvez, the Project Coordinator of JKCCS, lost his leg. I also have been attacked several times – first in April 1995 when I was shot while driving to my house, in 2003 and in 2008 I was physically assaulted and arrested by police and 2008 a grenade was lobbed at my house in Srinagar.
In my understanding the basic idea of conferring the Rafto Prize on the recipients is to create an enabling environment wherein they receive more international attention and support not only from media but both political and non-political formations. Through this award, the Rafto Foundation for human rights seeks to bring attention to independent voices that are not always heard due to the oppressive, militaristic and corrupt regimes governing their areas of work.
I would like to illuminate here the context of violence in Jammu and Kashmir which is structural, systemic and by its very nature conditions the entire life of the occupied people along with their responses that range from submission to rebellion, acquiescence to resistance and cowardice to cruelty or a strange mix of all these attitudes and actions.
Around 700,000 troops are stationed in Jammu and Kashmir, which is our area of work, making it the most militarized area in the entire world.
In the last seventeen years, JKCCS has done extensive documentation of human rights abuses ranging from naming of one thousand alleged perpetrators to discovery of around seven thousand unmarked graves and mass graves. The reports done by JKCCS have played a crucial role in the development of human rights language and documentation in Kashmir. Aside from engaging in processes of civil society building and democratic dialogue and documentation, JKCCS has been part of many international and local campaigns, advocacy and litigation to bring to light systemic human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir.
The essence of documenting human rights abuses against people is to institutionalize memory of people against State induced forgetfulness and employs the memory as a means to conflict resolution and peace-making between the states as well as within the states.
We believe that sovereignty rests with the people, however, in the current global system, states are the real actors on the global stage which exercise sovereignty on behalf of the people’s governed democratically or through other globally acceptable arrangements.
In such a statist structure, the conflict between states can be addressed effectively through certain global and multilateral frameworks. Therefore, at best, the groups defending human rights and other political formations can engage in advocacy of the rights of those oppressed and the marginalized. In this era of globalization, the responsibility to protect human rights should be a global responsibility. As we are witnessing that governments across the world do not prioritize protection of human rights as their agenda, therefore global civil society has to speak more loudly and boldly on rights of people across the world. The concept of Right to Protect needs to be explained by the global civil society.
Our persistence with our struggle for truth and justice under these difficult circumstances has been acknowledged by several international platforms. We consider this award as your acknowledgement for the struggle of people for Kashmir for justice, dignity and human rights. We profoundly thank you for choosing us for this award.

Body with bullet marks found in Sopore

Nov 08: Police recovered a bullet-ridden body of a middle-aged man at Brath village in the outskirts of Sopore town.
The deceased was identified as Ghulam Mohiudiin Sheikh, son of Mohammad Ramzan Sheikh, 50, who was a resident of Edipora Bomai.
SSP Sopore, Harmeet Singh, said that the body was taken to Sopore Sub-District Hospital for post-mortem. Hospital authorities said that a bullet wound was found on its head.
The deceased’s family said that Sheikh worked as a labourer. He is survived by his wife and 5 children.

Physically challenged re-booked under PSA to prolong his detention

The continuous detention and twice booked under PSA, a physically challenged man Tanveer Ahmad has made his case one of high-profile cases of detention in recent times. Tanveer can’t walk without the support of crutches, which it is doubly painful for his family to see him in jail. 
Even though Tanveer’s family has obtained a quashment order of his second PSA from the court, but hesitant to furnish the same to police, fearing it will make up another detention order against him. The family is in a fix what to do next. 
The prolong detention of Tanveer has taken serious toll on his health. This year in April, he has developed severe eye infection posing severe threat to his eyesight. Tanveer Ahmad War son of Mohammad Shaban War of Fakirwean, Old Town Baramulla was arrested last year on October 21 for his alleged role in post Burha Wani killing uprising reportedly. As many as fourteen FIRs stands registered against him in Baramulla police stations. The FIR numbers are: FIR no. 151/2016 for the offences under sections 307, 149, 148, 332, 336, 353 RPC; FIR No. 203/2016 for the offences under sections 307, 148, 149, 332, 336, 353 RPC; FIR No. 253/2016 for the offences under sections 148, 149, 336, 353, 307 RPC; FIR No. 314/2016 for the offences under sections 148, 149, 336, 353 RPC; FIR No. 317/2016 under sections 148, 149, 336, 353 RPC; FIR No. 320/2016 U/S 307, 148, 149, 332, 336, 353; FIR No. 324/2016 U/S 148, 149, 332, 336, 353, 307; FIR No. 332/2016 U/S 307, 148, 149, 336, 353; FIR No. 186/2016 U/S 307, 148, 149, 332, 336, 353, 12-B 153-A RPC & 13 ULA (P), FIR No. 192/2016 U/S 120-B, 153A, 307, 148, 149, 332, 336, 353, RPC & 13 ULA (P), FIR No. 262/2016 U/S 307, 148, 149, 332, 336, 353, RPC; FIR No. 323/2016 U/S 307, 148, 149, 336, 353 RPC; FIR No. 327/2016 U/S 307, 148, 149, 332, 336, 353 RPC; and in one more FIR bearing no. 329/2016 for the offence under sections 307, 148, 149, 332, 336, 353, RPC.  [image: ]
Tanveer photos shared by his family

	This month an appeal for his release was made from various quarters through local newspapers.  
	Tanveer’s family and his lawyer has left no stone unturned to secure his release but without any success. His continuous detention has disturbed badly his poor family. His wife steadfastly and courageously is being making efforts to get him out of the jail.  
	The dejected wife of Tanveer was sent to the office of The Informative Missive by a volunteer of JKCCS to record her statement. The woman appeared tired, fatigued and stressful on time of recording her statement.   
“I don’t understand why police is prolonging his detention by slapping another PSA on him. When I met him at police station Baramulla in April this year, he complained of severe eye infection. It appears to me that police can go to any extent and invent fabricated cases to keep him in jail as long as they wish,” the dejected Ishrat wife of Tanveer stated. 
 	In April 2017 Tanveer’s family managed to get a bail through advocate Wajid Haseeb.  After the bail he was brought to Police Station Baramulla and was kept there for fourteen days. When family visited him at Police station Baramulla he had developed infection in his right eye.  
His wife further stated, “We made requests to the police to get him treated for his right eye infection, which has rendered his eye almost visionless. However, the police showed no interest in taking him to the doctors. While in police station, shockingly, he was again booked under PSA to elongate his detention.” 
 	Fourteen days after slapping of second PSA he was shifted to Kot Bhalwal jail at Jammu. 
At Kot Bhalwal, his family alleged, he has developed cardiac problems. This year in June Tanveer conditions worsen and on taking him to hospital by jail authorities he was diagnosed with heart infection. “He was not a criminal but the way police was treating him was not only shocking but abhorrent. In a Jammu hospital, where he was admitted for a day for heart infection, he was handcuffed by the police,” the wife stated. 
Tanveer’s wife sees no hope in his husband health improvement as long as he would be in the jail. “How come a person having cardiac complicacies will get better in jail. He deserves to be treated well which is not possible in jail. If he will not be released soon his health conditions may deteriorate further thus posing threat even to his life,” the wife stated while expressing her apprehensions about Tanveer’s health.  
On November 23, 2017 Tanveer was shifted to Central Jail Srinagar after his family filed an application before the court to shift him to Srinagar on health grounds.  
“We had a sigh of relief after Tanveer being shifted to the Srinagar central jail in November,” Ishrat averred. 
The Court has quashed Tanveer’s second PSA but his family chose not to furnish the quashment order to the jail authorities apprehending it may invite another PSA. “We are hesitant to furnish his quashment order to the jail authorities apprehending police may come up with another PSA. We are in catch 22 what to do,” Ishrat stated while expressing her dilemma whether to furnish the court order to the jail authorities or not.     
The wide-coverage of Tanveer’s prolong detention under PSA in local media appears to be annoyed the police. “After his detention get the media attention which has been writing about his prolong detention and health conditions has not gone down well with state forces. On November 6, army and police raided our house and searched it thoroughly. The forces also took the minute details of the family members,” Ishrat stated while expressing the harassment tactics employed by the state forces to mount pressure on the family. 

An explosion Khatana’s family was blown into pieces 

The Informative Missive 	24 	November 2017

Ghulam Qadir Khatana is a rugged 48-year-old Gujjar from Pethpora, Chhatergul village of district Ganderbal. His firm demeanour doesn’t give away the chain of heart-rending ordeals that have befallen him. Khatana’s story begins in the early nineties when armed conflict erupted in Kashmir and youth were crossing the border into Pakistan administered Kashmir for arms training. Khatana was in his late twenties when his younger brother Mohamamad Latief too joined the band of enthusiastic young men of his village and crossed the LoC.
“My brother Mohammad Latief went across in 1991 and returned in June 1992 as Bahadur Khan. He was first with JKLF and then joined Al-Barq,” Khatana said while talking to The Informative Missive.[image: ]
Khatana with his wife and son 

Latief alias Bahadur Khan was an active militant for two years before he surrendered to army in 1994. “But after a year or so, he again went across along with some boys. This time he was with Hizb-ul-Mujahideen. This is what army told us,” says Khatana. “The army men were from 11 RR. They told us that my brother had stolen their weapons, escaped from the camp and gone across.”
Khatana isn’t sure whether his brother really went across or what happened to him. “All that we know is what was told to us by the army and since that day, my entire life changed,” he says.
Soon after his brother’s disappearance in 1994, army started harassing him and his family. “They would come to our house and ask where we had hidden our brother. We were threatened we would be killed if we didn’t tell them about the whereabouts of my brother,” says Khatana while adding, “But we didn’t know anything and we told them so. They didn’t believe us and soon enough, I became their victim.”
Khatana was picked up by 11 RR and detained at an army camp in Wussan. “First they kept me and some other detainees in a tent. But after some days a Brigadier came and snubbed the junior officers why we were kept in a tent as if we were their guests. Thereafter, we were separated and kept in individual cells,” recalls Khatana.
At the Wussan camp, Khatana was severely tortured. “The army not only detained us but forced us to do labour. They threatened me that if my brother attacked them, they would shoot me dead right there. After spending 14 horrible months in the camp, I was released in 1997.”
Short-lived Freedom
Khatana’s freedom didn’t last more than four days. A DIG of the BSF sent him a message to put in an appearance at the local camp of the paramilitary force. “When I went there, the DIG told me that the BSF would come to my house for checking and that I shouldn’t leave my house after 6 pm and before 8 am,” Khatana stated.
Khatana sensed that something was brewing and that it was just the beginning of a fresh ordeal. “They thought I would establish contact with my brother and then they could get an opportunity to nab him,” he says. “They raided our house in the night and took me with them. This was four days after my release from Wusan RR camp.”“When I reached home escorted by the BSF men, I saw many villagers assembled there. What I witnessed I cannot forget to this day. I saw the scattered body parts of my family members. 17 RR, which operated in the area, had blasted my house ripping into pieces each one of my family members.”


Khatana was detained at the BSF camp for the night and in the morning something unusual happened. “In the morning, army men (probably from RR) came to the BSF camp where I was kept. They demanded that I be handed over to them,” says Khatana, “as they wanted to kill me. This put BSF officers in a fix. They got apprehensive. They told me that if they released me, the army would kill me and BSF would unnecessarily be dragged into it.” They immediately sent him to a camp in Zakura where he was kept for nearly two months.
“I grew really restless there. I was missing my children who I hadn’t seen for a while. I asked them why I was being punished for my brother’s sins,” he says.
Khatana pleaded with the officers to shift him to a camp in his  locality and after many requests, he was sent to a camp, which wasn’t far from his house.
One day, in Februray 1998, as Khatana was inside the BSF camp near Chattergul, his father Mehboob Khatana came to meet him. His father conveyed to him that the army had come to their house earlier in the day and had asked the family to move out of the house before conducting a search operation. The elderly Khatana was quite tense and told his son that he feared for his life because of the bahaviour of the troopers towards the family.
“I was cross with him. I shouted at him and asked him why army would kill him,” rues Khatana. “I told him to send my wife and children to meet me the next day. To this day, I regret having raised my voice at him.”
Brief and tense, this was the last meeting between father and son. On the same night at 10:40 pm, Khatana woke up to a loud bang. It shook the whole camp. As if by some supernatural instinct, Khatana knew where the resounding explosion came from. “When I heard the explosion, I told an officer that the army had killed my family. I had the inkling that it was my family. The sound came from where my house was,” says Khatana dejectedly. “I lost my senses and the BSF personnel locked me up in a room.”
Next morning, he was taken by BSF to where his house stood just a day back. It was a heap of rubble.  Army had blasted his house, wiping out the entire family.  “When I reached home escorted by the BSF men, I saw many villagers assembled there. What I witnessed I cannot forget to this day. I saw the scattered body parts of my family members. 17 RR, which operated in the area, had blasted my house ripping into pieces each one of my family members.”
Within seconds in that blast, he lost his father, wife Shareefa Bano, his 4-year old son Sajad, his daughter Rukhsana who was just 2 years old and his sister-in-law Farida.
Beyond a First Information Report (FIR) filed by police that put the blame on “unidentified gunmen,” nothing else but some photographs and Khatana’s gruesome memories of his gutted house and the torn bodies of his family members remain of the incident.
As for Latif alias Bahadur Khan, there isn’t even a clue as to what became of him.

SHRC Orders Government to Investigate 2080 unmarked graves and mass graves of Poonch and Rajouri districts

Nov 22: Association of Parent of Disappeared Persons (APDP) welcomes the recent 24th October, 2017 order of State Human Rights Commission [SHRC] regarding the existence of unmarked and mass graves in Jammu and Kashmir. On 24th October 2017, in response to a petition filed by APDP regarding the presence of 3844 [Poonch with 2717 Graves and Rajouri with 1127] unmarked graves in Poonch and Rajouri Districts of Jammu and Kashmir, SHRC in its order once again acknowledged the presence of unknown, unmarked and mass graves in Jammu and Kashmir and has directed the government for a comprehensive investigation including DNA [Deoxyribonucleic Acid] Testing, Carbon dating and other forensic techniques.
The Commission, after examining the report of J&K Government’s Home Department [Dated 30-06-2012] has observed that the government in its report has accepted that there are2080 unmarked graves in Poonch [1486 graves] and in Rajouri [594 graves] Districts. The Commission has directed the government for a comprehensive forensic examination, including DNA testing into all these graves and said that the direction shall be complied within six months.
The recent order is in line with the SHRC’s 2011 judgment in which the Commission had found that in the 38 graveyards, which they have investigated, have documented 2730 graves, out of which 2156 graves are still unidentified graves, and 574 persons were later after being buried as foreign militants, identified as local residents of Jammu and Kashmir. The then enquiry was conducted after taking suo-moto cognizance of the research report of IPTK/APDP, documenting discovery of 2700 unknown, unmarked, and mass graves, containin
g 2943 bodies, out of which 2373 were unmarked graves, in 62 graveyards spread across some areas of north Kashmir’s Kupwara, Baramulla and Bandipora Districts.[image: ]


Since 2011, instead of complying with the directions and recommendation of SHRC for investigation into all the unmarked graves, the government continued to avoid undertaking any such investigations on the pretext that the investigation would lead to a law and order problem in J&K and also argued government’s inability in terms of expertise and infrastructure for such investigation. The Home Department’s action taken report stated that the DNA testing would be done only when the complainant [relative of the disappeared] could locate the graveyard and the grave in which their relatives might be buried with a fair amount of certainty. APDP termed government’s response as the utter mockery to the principles of truth and justice.
Pertinently, the European Parliament adopted a resolution in July 2008 [RC B6-0349/2008] and called on the Government of India to urgently ensure independent and impartial investigations into all suspected sites of mass graves and as an immediate first step to secure the grave sites in order to preserve the evidence. The EU Parliament resolution also offered financial and technical assistance to the Indian Government for such a thorough inquiry. Further under the UN Convention on Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearances, the Government of India is obliged to fully investigate the discovery of unmarked and mass graves. Despite widespread international call for investigation into unmarked graves, the Indian state continues to decline any investigation into unmarked and mass graves of Jammu and Kashmir and managed to hoodwink the international community regarding the alarming issue of enforced disappearances and mass graves in Jammu and Kashmir.
It is relatable to mention that since 2015, the Spanish government has begun a process of exhuming and investigating mass graves in a search for disappeared victims of the country’s civil war [1936-1939] during Franco’s regime. The government of Spain has also enacted a law titled “Law of Historical Memory”. If the governments like Spain can take remedial measures and investigate mass graves why cannot government of India initiate a similar process?
The families of disappeared amid constant agony and distress have continuously been struggling for knowing the truth behind enforced disappearances in Jammu and Kashmir. APDP today reiterates that unlike past, the government of India, a claimant of the permanent seat in the UN Security council, must initiate a comprehensive investigation into all the unknown, unmarked and mass graves discovered across Jammu and Kashmir, to ascertain the truth behind the enforced disappearance of more than 8000 people of Jammu and Kashmir. Further, the global civil society must urge Indian state to respect international humanitarian and human rights principles by extending comprehensive investigation into all the alleged cases of enforced disappearance as well as existence of unmarked and mass graves in Jammu and Kashmir, so that there will be a way forward for providing truth, justice and reparation to the thousands of victimized families.

Survivors for Truth and Justice Writes to Malala
Survivors for Truth and Justice, A collective of victim families of human rights violations in Kashmir

Relatives of victims of 2010 mass uprsing took a strong objection over the sharing of photo space by the Noble Peace Prize winner Malala Yousufzai with the former Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir, Omar Abdullah at an event at St. Antony’s College in Oxford. Survivors for Truth and Justice, a colecrive of victims famiies of human rights violations in Kashmir, wrote a letter to Malala recalling and informing her about the role played by then CM of J&K during 2010 agaitation when over 120 boys were killed by the armed forces. 
Herein is the complete text of the letter:
Dear Malala Yousufzai,
We are the parents of children killed during a people’s uprising in Jammu and Kashmir in 2010. Through news reports we got to know that you met Mr. Omar Abdullah in an event at St. Antony’s College in Oxford. Mr Abdullah in one of his tweets mentioned that he asked you to click a photograph with him.  We were deeply saddened to hear this. You might not be aware of the role this individual has played, so we would like to take this opportunity to inform you about it. Mr. Abdullah was the chief minister of the state of Jammu and Kashmir from 5 January 2009 to 8 January 2015. He was the head of Unified Command and bears responsibility for the killings of innocent people like our children especially those which took place in the year 2010.  During 2010 protests that lasted for about 3 months 120 civilians were killed, 2500 civilians were injured including women and children, 38 people became permanently disabled and 4046 people were arrested including 137 people who were arrested under the draconian law Public Safety Act. It was during his regime that use of pellet guns on civilians was introduced. [image: Image result for collage of photos 2010 kashmir killings]Some of young victims of 2010

It is during the same agitation that we lost our children. Wamiq was 12 years old when a tear gas shell directed towards his head by security forces while he was playing a board game in Rajouri Kadal, Srinagar, killed him. Zahid was 16 years old when he was shot dead at point blank range by the state forces along the banks of the Dal Lake, Srinagar. Tufail was 17 years old when he was struck by a tear gas canister on his head near Gani Memorial Stadium, Srinagar, immediately resulting in his death. Omar was 17 years old when he was ruthlessly beaten and tortured by the state forces near his house at Soura, Srinagar, while he had gone outside to watch the protests on the street. The state has not punished a single perpetrator responsible for the killing of our children and other victims. It appointed different enquiries and a commission headed by Justice M.L.Koul to investigate into these killings. But they have failed to identify the perpetrators who have since got away with the crimes they committed. The perpetrators enjoy impunity under Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act and the criminal courts have no jurisdiction over it. The victims have no remedy at all except other than to approach the civil society and conscientious citizens of the world. 
We were deeply moved by your words last year when you said that the Kashmiri people, like people everywhere, deserve their fundamental human rights and they should live free from fear and repression. You called on United Nations, the international community, India and Pakistan to work together with utmost urgency to right these wrongs, providing the people of Kashmir with the dignity, respect and freedom they deserve. The people of Kashmir appreciated your sincere concern. People across the world see you as the voice for the rights of children. You must very well understand the pain and struggle of people who stand up against oppression and demand justice. We hope that you will continue to stand up for children across the world including those whose voices have forever been silenced.  We hope that through this letter you take note of our concern in future. 

HIGH COURT ISSUES NOTICE IN SAILAN MASSACRE CASE

On 17 November 2017, J&K High Court admitted a petition filed by the family members of the victims of the “Sailan massacre”. The high court petition seeks further investigations in this case after a CBI court in Jammu by its order dated 25 August 2017, accepted the CBI investigations that declared the victim families as being untruthful and sought closure of this case. Notice has been issued to the government and CBI to respond.
On the night of 3/4 August 1998, 19 civilians (13 female/6 male including 11 children) were shot to death at point blank range in their homes in Sailan village by 4 Special Police Officers (SPOs) and personnel of the 9 Para commando battalion (under the control of Major Gaurav Rishi), an elite commando unit of the Indian Army. Jammu and Kashmir police officers, including then Superintendent of Police (Poonch), J.P Singh, are also implicated in the crime and cover up. Following inaction by the police, the families approached the J&K High Court in 
2011 and on 21 November 2012 the CBI was directed to re-investigate the case. On 27 August 2015 the CBI filed a closure report before the CBI court.
The order of 25 August 2017 has been challenged as the CBI court ignored material evidence and its decision is arbitrary and findings perverse. The order has resulted in a serious miscarriage of justice. The CBI court accepted the conclusions of the CBI and failed to appreciate the detailed submissions made by the family members of the victims that clearly indict the State forces for the crime and emphasise the need for further investigations that would lead to a chargesheet and a successful prosecution. Three eye-witnesses, all family members of the victims, accuse the 4 SPO’s, and Major Gaurav Rishi, for their involvement in the massacre. Further, the CBI court was made aware of 12 witnesses who have vital evidence that support the case but the CBI court in its order does not even refer to this point.
Since 1998, the families of the victims have waged a struggle for justice before the State Human Rights Commission, J&K High Court, CBI court and now back before the high court.

Kakapora student’s family struggle to obtain FIR

Mohammad Shafi Dar of Kakapora, Pulwama made several rounds of Kakapora (Pulwama) police post for obtaining FIR copy into his son’s killing so far failed to bear fruit. Shafi’s son Owais, an eighteen-year-old, a Ist year science student was killed by pellets fired CRPF on August 13 this year when a CRPF cavalcade was passing through the area.  
	Well over two months elapsed Mohammad Shafi is clueless as to whether the police has filed FIR into his son’s killing or not. Even though he has made efforts to get copy of the FIR, which police claimed it had filed, he has been so far unsuccessful.    [image: ]Photo shared by family 

	While talking to The Informative Missive Shafi, a shopkeeper, said, “State agencies first kill our children and later block all ways to file legal cases against the perpetrators. I and my relatives had made various rounds of concerned police station since August to obtain FIR copy but police is refusing the same on weird pretexts.” 
	The seriousness by which the police take Owais’s killing case gave birth to serious doubts in the mind of Mohammad Shafi, who believes that police has not filed the FIR. “I don’t understand why police is not sharing the copy of FIR if it has really has filed one. I doubt were the police really filed even a report in my son’s killing,” Shafi express his doubt.
	Before the burial of Owais, his uncle Noor Mohammad Dar on August 14 visited Kakapora police post to get the FIR registered, however, he was told to bury the boy first and then come to the police. Shafi or any one from his family couldn’t go to police for few days to know the status of the FIR, as their house was flooded by the visitors who came for solidarity with the bereaved family. 
Suddenly, few days later a police part, in civvies, visited Mohammad Shafi’s house to record his statement. “After recording my statement police went to collect the statements of the shopkeepers who were witnessed Owais’s murder,” Shafi stated.        
When finding it hard to get the FIR copy, on September 8, Mohammad Shafi approached the Deputy Commissioner’s office Pulwama for obtaining the FIR copy. “In front of me the DC called on Superintendent of Police asking him to file FIR and furnish the copy of same to me,” the dejected father stated. 
The DC’s phone call raised some hope for Safi who after few days again visited the police for FIR, however, the police told him the FIR has been filed and was sent to SP office. When the father asked for the copy of the same, it was denied to him.
	“If police have really filed FIR why don’t they share it with me. The delaying tactics of police further buttressed my doubt that it want to hush up the matter and police didn’t want me to take the case to the court,” Mohammad Shafi said while expressing his doubt about the police cover  up.   
	Even through police is trying to dissuade Shafi from taking legal recourse, he said, “If police will not share the FIR than I am compelled to move the court for filing of FIR.” Shafi expressed.  

Human Shield 
JK govt says ‘NO’ to compensation for Budgam man used as human shield by Army

Nov 05: Jammu and Kashmir government has turned down the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) recommendation seeking Rs 10 lakh compensation for Farooq Ahmad Dar, a civilian who was used as human shield by Army on April 9 in Central Kashmir’s Budgam district, saying that “no allegation of human rights violation has been levelled by the applicant against the state or its any functionary.” While the SHRC took serious note of the state government’s non-compliance with orders in regard to the turning-down of a recommendation seeking Rs 10 lakh as compensation. 
The government has also questioned the rights body’s jurisdiction to adjudicate on the matter.
In its reply submitted to the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC), the state home department has said that empowered committee has observed that the grounds on which compensation has been recommended by the Commission cannot be accepted due to varied reasons.
“That no allegation as regards violation of human rights of the applicant have been levelled against the state government or its functionary. The State government has discharged its obligation by registering FIR number 378/ 2017 in the matter at police station and consequently initiating the investigation,” reads a detailed response submitted by deputy secretary home department, Mushtaq Ahmad.
The empowered committee comprises officials of the home department, police, CID and law department. It is empowered to decide on whether to accept or reject the recommendations made by the rights body.
	Farooq Ahmad Dar was used as human shield by Army unit led by Major Gogoi on the day of voting for Srinagar parliamentary segment.
The home department has also submitted that “pending completion of investigation in the matter, the recommendation with regard to payment of compensation shall tantamount to establish the guilt of the accused without affording him any opportunity of being heard.”
It has also said that there is no scheme of compensation for such cases. “As on date, there is no scheme or policy in vogue in the state which could cover the payment of compensation in the matters like present case,” reads the reply.
The government has even questioned the rights panel’s jurisdiction to decide on the matter
“That the Commission in its recommendation dated 10.07.2017 has inter-alia observed that the commission is handicapped to go into the conduct of the Army who are allegedly responsible for the incident. Having so observed, the Commission lacks jurisdiction to entertain and adjudicate upon the present matter,” reads the response. [image: Related image]

The empowered committee “disapproved” the recommendation after examining the reports submitted by PHQ, CID and district administration Budgam.
 	In its report submitted to Home department, the Criminal Investigation Department (CID)  of J&K police has also vindicated Dar’s claim that he had cast his vote before he was used as human shield.
“Farooq Ahmad Dar is a shawl-weaver by occupation. On 09-04-2017 when bye-election for Srinagar parliamentary segment was going on, the said individual after casting  his vote left for village Ompora on his motorcycle bearing registration number JK01G-5328 for condolence to one of his relative,” reads the CID report. 
The report states that Dar was paraded/ moved through 20 kilometres after being strapped to bonnet of any Army vehicle .“ While on way at Utligam Beerwah, he was intercepted by Army/patrol 53 RR and was allegedly beaten besides causing damage to his motorcycle. The security tied him with ropes to the bonnet of the Army (Rakshak) and have paraded through various villages covering around 20 kilometre,” the CID report reads
The report however, states: “As apparent from the incident, the motive was to make him as human shield for stone pelting assaults and attacks upon Army/BSF by the youth who were hell bent to sabotage the poll process”.
As earlier reported, both the reports submitted by J&K police and district administration Budgam have established that Dar had cast his vote before he was used as human shield.
On Nov 06, Farooq Dar statged a protest at the Press Enclave at Srinagar. “I was being used for personal interests and awards. It is very disappointing that the state has denied compensating me. I will move to the Supreme Court for justice. I have a full faith in judiciary,” he told media.
He said he has suffered since the day he was used as a human shield. “That scene has paralyzed my life and family. I am not able to move out of my home,” he said.
On Nov 13, the state human rights commission (SHRC) took serious note of the state government’s non-compliance with orders in regard to the turning-down of a recommendation seeking Rs 10 lakh as compensation for a civilian used as a human shield by the army on 9 April in Kashmir’s Budgam district. The commission has asked the secretary to government to appear before it on 12 December to argue the case.
On November 16, Amnesty International India condemned the Jammu and Kashmir government for refusing to pay compensation to a youth who was strapped to an Army vehicle and paraded in the Kashmir Valley.
Amnesty International said: "The Jammu and Kashmir government's refusal to pay compensation to a man who was strapped to a jeep and paraded by Army is a callous attempt at evading its human rights obligations."

Day before ‘amnesty’ for stone throwers, specially-abled Anantnag youth held under PSA

Nov 23: Umar, 21, an auto driver by profession, was shifted to Kathua jail in Jammu region. He was arrested on November 19.
A specially-abled school dropout, he has been living with his maternal uncle in Donipawa village.  
The police have charged him with abetting and advocating violence, a charge denied by the family.
“During the 2016 unrest you were at the forefront of violent mobs and instigated them for closure of roads and damage to vehicles and other public property. You also provoked youth to attack police and CRPF personnel with intention to kill,” reads a police dossier.
It further says that Umar has been delivering “furious” speeches to young boys of Donipawa village.
Umar has been charged with four different cases during the 2016 uprising triggered by the killing of Hizb commander Burhan Wani.
However, records available with Greater Kashmir suggest that Umar has been already bailed out in all cases by the court.
While in the first three cases, chief judicial magistrate Anantnag had granted him bail, the principal and district sessions judge Anantnag had bailed him out in the fourth.
“You have secessionist tendency and always go by the diktats of the separatists and have played a vital role in advocating, abetting and provoking people especially from Donipawa village,” the dossier alleges.
“You have been provoking the people to raise anti-national slogans and damage public property on a large scale,” the dossier further reads.
Umar, according to his family, is specially- able and hence had to leave his studies after primary school only. His four elder brothers also do menial jobs to support their family.  
Umar’s mother Saleema Bano said, “My son did participate in protests after the killing of Burhan but he never resorted to violence. He is specially-abled and on medication. He has never spent a night away from his or maternal house. I wonder how he would be living in Kathua jail.”
She said the family was too poor to afford a visit to Kathua jail.
“I want my son back,” she said and broke down.
Umar’s elder brother Zahoor Ahmad, also an auto driver, said that his younger brother was not wanted in any fresh case.

Army not cooperating in investigation of Lolab disappeared youth: Police tells court

Nov 24: Army is saving its personnel and not cooperating in the investigation related to Lolab youth missing from its custody, police told a court Friday.
The report about two Lolab youth, one tortured in custody and another missing since August 31, was presented by police after court asked it to produce investigation status.
A special investigation team headed by Additional superintendent of police, Kupwara in its report regarding FIR no. 62/2017 under section 307/342/323 RPC said that preliminary investigations have established 

that Nasrullah Khan, resident of Devar, while making his entry at 27 RR Army camp headed by Major Nishnat Gupta as per procedure, was confined inside the camp wrongfully and beaten severely with intention to kill him. The locals made a hue and cry upon which he was thrown out from the camp from the rear gate. The injured was referred to SKIMS for emergency medical treatment.
The report added that the army personnel against whom allegations were made were called through commanding officer 27 RR to appear before SIT, but no one turned up.
A request for relevant records through commanding officer was also not responded to.
About another FIR regarding detention of Manzoor Khan, at the same army camp on the same day, as reported by his uncle who was accompanying him, the police report states that extensive searches were made to locate Manzoor but no breakthrough has been made so far.
“Multiple communications has been made to Army authorities with regard to securing the presence of army personnel’s allegedly involved in the case but no one has appeared before SIT so far. Strenous efforts are on to locate Manzoor and investigation of the case is also underway.”

Attack on prisoners at Tihar jail trigger panic in their families in Kashmir

On the night of November 21, a team of Tamil Nadu Special Police (TSP) allegedly beat up at least 18 inmates of Tihar Jail’s High Risk wards ‘C’ and ‘F’. The inmates sustained severe injuries and the Delhi High Court directed the jail authorities to take the victims for special check-up at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi, in the next 48 hours.
On Nov 29, of 18 prisoners who where manhandled and thrashed resulting in grave injuries to them, four belong to Jammu and Kashmir, an official source in the ministry of home affairs (MHA) revealed. The victims, he said, included Syed Shahid Yousuf, the son of Hizbul Mujahideen supremo Syed Salahuddin.
Other 14 prisoners belong to various states of India and majority of them are Muslims, the sources said.
The source said that four injured prisoners from J&K include Shahid Yousuf, Musthaq Ahmed, Ahtesham and Showkat Ahmed.
The families of Kashmiri prisoners languishing in Delhi’s Tihar jail are worried over their safety as reports and pictures of thrashing of several inmates went viral on social media.
Even as chief minister, Mehbooba Mufti, spoke to Union Home Secretary Rajiv Gauba and expressed concern over the “alleged harassment and manhandling of some Kashmiri inmates” in Tihar jail the families of these jail inmates are under “tremendous stress over their safety”.

On November 27, the Delhi High Court appointed a three-member committee led by special judge Brijesh Sethi and having two other members including Delhi University professor Mrinal Satish to examine the preliminary fact-finding report submitted before it on the assault.
Even as week has passed since the incident, the Jammu and Kashmir government is yet to receive any communication in this regard. “We are yet to receive anything in writing in this regard,” said RK Goyal, J&K Home department secretary.
Giving details of the case, Advocate Chinmay Kanojia told media from New Delhi, “I had gone to meet Shahid, who is my client, on November 22 where he narrated the incident”.
“On November 23 I filed a petition before the court and submitted Shahid’s ‘baniyan’ (vest) before the Chief Justice of Delhi High Court, who immediately formed a 3-member committee which visited the jail on the same day,” Kanojia said.[image: ]
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Counsel of Shahid, Advocate Jawahar Raja, told media that after submission of the preliminary report, the High Court formed another special committee to examine the report. “The court directed the Tihar Jail authorities to take the victims to AIIMS, following which the new committee will start its investigations,” Raja informed.
Kanojia is an assistant to Raja in the Delhi High Court.
“They are not fine; they were beaten,” Raja said about the condition of the prisoners. He said one of them, Mushtaq Ahmad, could not attend the court of district and session judge Poonam A Bamba on Nov 27.
The preliminary fact-finding committee submitted a 20-page report before the Chief Justice of Delhi High Court on November 27, along with two representations from the prisoners of Tihar Jail’s High Risk ward 1, and also a CD containing the CCTV footage.
“There was an alarm in Tihar Jail’s High Risk ward 1 on the night of November 21,” the report said. During the routine search of the High Risk ward, done twice a day, the prisoners had objected to withdrawal of pillow covers from them. The committee was informed about this during a brief meeting in the office of Additional IG, Raj Kumar.
“The incident was the result of some arguments between the prisoners and the search team which comprised the personnel of the Tamil Nadu Special Police (TSP),” the report said, quoting minutes of the meeting.
One of the victims, the report said, was identified as Shahid Yousuf, whose vest was submitted before the Chief Justice when the petition was filed.
“Shahid was found housed in Cell C-9(1) and was injured,” the committee said in its report.
“The search team came around 8:30 pm on 21/11/2017 and carried out intensive and vigorous search of their cell under the supervision of Mr Muthu Pandi, SI, TSP,” the report quoted Shahid as having informed the committee members. “After completing the search, the team locked the Cell from outside and went away.”
The report further said, “…after about 15 minutes of the search team leaving the Cell, C-9, they initially heard loud noises from outside the courtyard and thereafter an alarm was sounded.”
“He (Shahid) further said that at around 9:15 pm, the TSP personnel, who had earlier come for checking entered the ‘C’ Ward in large numbers and started beating the inmates with ‘fibre’ as well as ‘wooden’ sticks or whatever else came in their hands,” the report said.
The 42-year-old Shahid told the three-member committee that he was “hit on his head many times, consequent whereto he started bleeding from his head”.
“He also sustained injuries on his back and left hand. He complained of having pain in his left shoulder. This inmate (Shahid) informed the Committee that such an incident had not occurred earlier,” the report records.
Shahid told the committee that the ‘baniyan’ (vest) which was presented before the court was used to wipe the blood from his body after the assault. “The doctor came around 10:00/10:30 pm and gave them first-aid,” the report said.
“The essence of the statements given by the victims was common,” the report observed.
The report added that the existing TSP unit led by SI Mr Muthu was undertaking the search of C-9 cell for almost 15-20 days and even the routine searches carried out by them were always very intensive and aggressive, in as much as they turned around each and everything lying in the Cell and virtually ransack the inmates’ belongings.
“The TSP personnel, however, do not touch their religious books,” the report mentions.
It said that the jail inmates brought to notice, once in writing, of the jail authorities the aggressive checking by the TSP personnel.
	According to the report, which ascribes the sequence of the events to the version given by the victim prisoners, certain loud noises were heard by the jail inmates around 9pm on November 21.
“They appeared to be the voices of the inmates of Ward ‘F’. There were loud noises as well as of the TSP personnel,” the report says. “They could not move out as the main jail was locked (but) they could make out that there was some dispute with regard to seizure of the pillow cover(s) of the inmates.”
“After some arguments for a short period of time, there was an alarm ordered by Mr Muthu Pandi, SI, officer-in-charge of the search unit. During the search of their Cell, the TSP personnel also threw three pillows from their Cell towards the open area beyond the Ward,” the report says.
The victim inmates said, “At around 9:20 pm, the TSP as well as QRT (Quick Action Team) staff entered their Cell and started beating the inmates with lathis and whatever else they could lay their hands on. Even the buckets lying in their Cells for water were used to beat up the inmates. There was no provocation for such beating from their side nor were they in any position to offer any resistance or retaliation to the beatings.”
The report said that Shahid Yousuf, Mushtaq Ahmed, Mohammad Sajid and Azhar sustained injuries: “Mohammad Sajid suffered three fractures in his right hand index finger. The other inmates also suffered severe bruises on their backs and leg. Mushtaq Ahmad suffered a swollen hand and severe injury on his left leg.”
All the injured inmates were treated by the jail medical staff and there was no hospitalisation of any of the injured inmates.
The committee found that the statements of inmates of Ward ‘F’ – which has four Cells and 3-4 prisoners – were “almost identical” to the statements of prisoners of Ward ‘C’. “The only difference in their case was that their main courtyard door was unlocked which enabled them to move out in the open area when some arguments were stated to have taken place with the STP team leader, Mr Muthu Pandi, SI,” the report says.
“They stated that they were objecting to the pillow covers being removed from their Cells which appeared to have enraged the TSO personnel who retaliated by not only beating them blue all over their bodies but also raised an alarm which resulted in the QRT also swinging into action,” the report explained.
The case has been listed for next hearing on December 18.
The prisoners assaulted inside Delhi’s Tihar Jail by police have alleged that it was a “targeted assault on Kashmiris, especially on a prisoner named Mushtaq Ahmad”.
“They came shouting the name of Mushtaq Ahmad,” Shahid Yousuf, one of the 18 victims of the assault, told his family members who met him in Tihar Jail.
Shahid Yousuf, the son of Hizbul Mujahideen chief Syed Salahuddin, is in Tihar Jail in judicial custody, which a special NIA court on Monday extended to December 22.
“The Tamil Nadu Special Police (TSP) had heated arguments with Mushtaq over his pillow cover. Then they started beating him and the rest of the prisoners became anxious,” Shahid’s brother, Dr Wahid, told Kashmir Reader.
“The last 15 days were tough as the TSP personnel led by SI Muthu Pandi did intense checking. Even the walls of the prisoners’ cells were dug up in a few places,” Shahid told his brother and brother-in-law during the half-hour meeting inside Tihar Jail premises.
“That day (November 21), after checking our cell, the TSP personnel left the cell and went to Mushtaq’s cell, where loud noises were heard from before the beating started,” Shahid told his family members.
Mushtaq Ahmad is in Tihar Jail as an accused in a case filed by the NIA in 2011.
“Then they returned… it was indiscriminate; I was hit on the head, kicked, and brutally beaten,” Shahid told his kin. “I saved my head with my arms and hands, which bore the brunt of the assault. There is persistent pain in my elbows and shoulder.”
Shahid told his family members that the Kashmiri prisoners “could not understand the language spoken by the TSP personnel”.
“They threw out our belongings, including mattresses, quilts and clothes, and poured water on them… they used the water that was inside our cells for our use. Then they used the empty buckets to beat us,” Shahid said.
Dr Wahid told media that Shahid had swelling in his left arm, while his head, elbow joint, and shoulder were injured.
“Most of the Kashmiri prisoners had been locked up in their cells where the assault took place,” Dr Wahid quoted Shahid as having said. “It was a targeted assault and indiscriminate.”
He added that a total of nine victims were driven to AIIMS today for medical check-up and treatment. “The court has asked to see the medical certificate for ‘nature of injury’. Shahid will be taken to hospital,” Dr Wahid said.
The report submitted by a three-member committee constituted by the Delhi High Court has identified the 18 victims as Ahtisham Farooq, son of Farooq Ahmad; Hakeem, son of Abdul Kareem; Sajad, son of Siraj Ahmad; Mushtaq Ahmad, son of Abdul Hamid; Ashidullah Rehman, son of Ansur Rehman; Showkat, son of Abdul Hai; Ashutosh, son of Dina Nath; Irfan alias Cheenu, son of Meraj ud Din; Afsar, son of Mohammad Yousuf; Adnan, son of Mohammad Hussain; Sameer, son of Mufeer Ahmad; Farhan, son of Mohammad Rafiq; Sajid, son of Abdul Hamid; Mohammad Azhar Khan, son of Mohammad Taufique Khan; Imran, son of Moazzam Khan; Sajid, son of Nizam ud Din; Azimushan, son of Abdul Sattar; and Shahid Yousuf, son of Mohammad Yousuf.
The case has been listed for next hearing on December 16, after a new three-member committee led by a special judge will examine the preliminary fact-finding report and other evidence.
One of the victims from Kashmir Ehtisham Farooq allaged that the Tihar authorities are refusing to provide medical treatemnet till the court intervened. 
Twenty-nine-year-old Ehtisham Farooq is now admitted at SKIMS hospital in Soura for the severe injuries he suffered in the assault by policemen on 18 prisoners, most of them Kashmiris, on the night of November 21. He told media that the Tihar Jail officials denied him proper treatment for many days till the Delhi High Court intervened.
Ehtisham, a native of Mumkak area of Sopore, was admitted to SKIMS Soura, a day after he appeared in a Sopore court in a militancy-related case registered in 2016.
The Sopore court directed the authorities to get a detailed medical report of the prisoner from the Department of Neurology, SKIMS Soura.
Doctors at SKIMS told media that Ehtisham had sustained serious injuries and the delay in treatment had deteriorated his condition.
“The beating has fractured several bones in his left hand and arm. He has also received serious injuries and bruises all over his body, especially in his back, hips and legs,” said a doctor who treated him in SKIMS hospital.
Ehtisham’s X-ray and CT scan also suggested that he should have been admitted earlier for proper treatment.
“He needs close observation, so that any damage to the brain and internal organs is negated,” said an on-duty doctor at SKIMS.
Outside the X-ray chamber in SKIMS Soura, Ehtisham told Kashmir Reader that the Tihar Jail police staff assaulted him and other inmates without any provocation or reason.
“They entered the jail wards and started abusing all the inmates. Later they started beating me and other inmates mercilessly, with sticks and metal containers,” he said.
“I was pleading before them but they didn’t stop,” Ehtisham said.
The young man has bruises and wounds all over his body and is unable to move his left arm since the incident.
“Most of us were screaming when the jail staff was beating us. Later, we were left unattended by them even as we were groaning in pain,” he said.
Ehtisham was arrested in February 2012 by Delhi Police on charges of conspiring to carry out an attack in various parts of India.
			However, he was brought to the Sopore court in a different case. On the directions of the court, he was taken to sub-district hospital Sopore, where he was given first-aid. He was later shifted to SKIMS on recommendation of the Sopore hospital.

Harassment of J&K students: MHA issues advisory to take strict action against miscreants

Nov 30: Concerned about the safety and security of students, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has issued an advisory to chief secretaries, DGPs for students belonging to Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) state studying in other states. In the advisory issued by the MHA, it has asked the authorities to monitor safety and security of students, especially over incidents like harassment to J&K students. Mentioning that there have been reports of harassment of students studying in states other than J&K. The Home Affairs ministry has also directed the state government and police to take strict action if any harassment incident surfaces. 
The Ministry of Home Affairs further conveyed to the concerned authorities to ensure safety and security of Jammu and Kashmir students and take action as per needs of law against miscreants. Safety of students need to be fully ensured. The ministry has also directed chief secretaries to sensitise nodal officers and asked to file direct submission of action taken report if such incidents reported. 
The new advisory has come in the continuation of earlier advisories dated 23/2/206, 21/3/2016, 7/4/2016 and 21/4/2017, regarding ensuring safety/security of students studying in states other than their home states, especially students from J&K. Recently there have been reports of harassment of students of J&K studying in education institutions in some states. The state government and police authorities are hereby again requested to take strict action to ensure safety and security of the students from J&K. Action per law needs to be taken against miscreants and safety of students from other states, including J&K, needs to be fully ensured.
The state government/UTs are also requested to sensitise the nodal officers already appointed earlier for addressing such complaints from students of state of J&K. The nodal officers of the states / UTS may be directed to send the reports of such incidents, if any, along with action taken thereon to Dr Sanjay Roy, the designated nodal officer in the ministry.

Just an FIR – a police investigation that does not appear to progress

Nov 07: Nearly three years after two youth from Nowgam village in the outskirts of Srinagar were killed by army’s 53 Rashtriye Rifles in neighbouring Chattergam village of Budgam district, after “mistaking them as militants”, police investigation into the case has not advanced beyond filing of an FIR at Police Station Chadoora.
A police official said that the “matter is under investigation”, but no one has been arrested so far. Mohammad Yousuf, who works as Munshi at the police station, said that the FIR (231/2014) has been filed against 53 Rashtriye Rifles for killing two youth in Chattergam. “We are investigating it, but no arrests have been made so far,” he said.
Station House Officer Chadoora, Mohammad Rouf Bazaz, only heard a question about the progress in investigation and hang up. Repeated calls to his number went unanswered. 
The youth, Faisal Yousuf Bhat and Mehraj-ud-din Dar, were killed and two others, Shakir Bhat and Zahid Naqash, were injured on the evening of November 3, 2014, when troopers of 53 RR fired upon a Maruti car they were travelling in at Chattergam village in central Kashmir’s Badgam district. They were on their way home after watching a Muharram procession in Chattergam.
Interestingly, a statement by the inspector general of police (IGP) Kashmir zone, has made a similar statement at the time of the incident. He said an FIR has been registered and investigation has started.
A day after the incident, Indian Army regretted the incident, ordered an inquiry into the circumstances leading to the incident. “Anyone found guilty will be severely dealt with,” a statement issued by the army said.
After widespread demonstrations, army later admitted that firing at the car was a “blunder” and four troopers were found guilty of “violating Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)”.
More than a month later in December, prime minster of India, Narendra Modi while addressing a maiden rally in Kashmir, had even said that “for the first time in 30 years has government acted against army men responsible for killing two innocent teenagers in Budgam recently.
“Anyone makes a mistake…for the first time in 30 years, it is the Modi government’s wonder, that army admitted at a press conference that the killing of two youth (at Chattergam in Budgam district) was a mistake.
“An inquiry commission probed the matter and those who fired the bullets were slapped with charges. This is the proof of my good intentions. This has not happened in 30 years. I have come to provide justice to you,” Modi said in his maiden election rally in Kashmir.
Maisira, Faisal’s mother, told Kashmir Reader that they were not informed about any action taken against the involved troopers even though army officials claimed so in statements to media.
“We want to know the names of those troopers who shot our son dead. We want to see their faces. Get their trail done if army and prime minister claim that they have taken action against the culprits,” she said.
While the army claims that the trail is going-on in an army court, the mother says that they have been repeatedly demanding the trail be shifted to civil court, so that family could know about any developments in the case.
Ghulam Mohammad, father of another slain youth, Mehraj-ud-din, says that the investigations of army as well as the police has so far yielded “nothing”. “Police has not filed even a single challan in court against the involved,” he said.
“No one from police or any government agency approached us to hear our version and neither did police record statements of witnesses to the Chattergam incident. It is as if nothing has happened.”
Defense spokesman, Rajesh Kalia, didn’t respond to phone calls on Saturday. However, in reply to a text message, Kalia said that he will check the status of the case and respond. Till Sunday evening, however, no response came. His mobile phone was also switched off.
Senior superintendent of police, Budgam, Tejinder Singh refused to reveal the details about the case and said the case is under investigation. “(The) matter is under investigation. Till it is completed, we can’t say anything to you,” Singh said.

Pellet Data

To ascertain the actual number persons injured in pellet firing demands a detailed research. The figures submitted by the government to the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) is not covering all the persons injured due to pellets but at least some figures are out officially.  The loophole in the official figures was pointed out by the data compiled by the state health and medical education department which reveals as many as 3326 people, who had suffered pellet injuries during last year’s uprising. Hitherto, there are no independent figures available to gauge the exact damaged caused by the pellet firing. 
· 75 percent pellet casualties occurred in northern Kashmir
Nov 16: Although last year's uprising triggered by the killing of Hizb commander Burhan Wani predominantly unfolded in southern districts of Kashmir, more than 75 percent of those who suffered pellet injuries during protests belong to the northern districts, said a report submitted by the state government to the State Human Rights Commission.
Of the total 1725 pellet casualties, 1300 occurred in northern areas, with Sopore accounting for the highest (440) pellet victims in the Valley, which is more than the 261 pellet casualties in southern districts.
	In Ganderbal district, 137 people suffered pellet injuries and 27 people from Srinagar lost their vision due to pellet injuries.
	Taking suo-moto cognisance of a news report published in a local daily, the SHRC had directed deputy commissioners of various districts to submit a report regarding the pellet victims.
	According to the data submitted by the deputy commissioner concerned, pellets have blinded the highest number of people in Sopore (440). On the first day of the unrest, 43 people were injured in firing by government forces in Sopore.
	Baramulla has the second highest number of casualties at 244, with six youngsters blinded in both eyes. They are Asif Ahmad, Ajaz Ahmad Mir, Farooq Ahmad Dar, Azher Ahmad Dar, Shakeela Begum and Rayees Ahmad Bhat. In Sheeri area of Baramulla alone, pellets have damaged the eyes of 155 people and in Dangiwancha area of the same district, 99 people were hit by pellets, one of them, Khazir Muhammad Bhat, had injuries in both eyes. In Kreeri, Pattan, Rohama, Kunzer and Tangmarg areas of Baramulla district, 314 people sustained eye pellet injuries.
As per the data, pellets have not only damaged eyes, but have also perforated lungs, arms, eyelids, legs, face, chest, head and back of the victims.
Nearly 90 percent of the injured treated at the district hospitals were in the age group of 16-25 years. Pellets have rendered either one or both their eyes injured to the extent that their vision has been irreparably damaged.
In another northern district, Kupwara, 48 people have been injured in the eye, of them had injuries in both eyes.
The Ganderbal district hospital, sub-district hospital, and the primary health care centre received 137 patients with pellet eye injury, as per the report of the government.
In southern Kulgam district, 154 people have been injured in the eye. Of the injured people, two were given treatment at the PGI Chandigarh and the All Indian Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi. In the neighbouring Shopian district, where the14–year-old girl Insha Malik became the emblem of the pellet horror, losing both her eyes to scores of pellets fired into her face, 51people have received eye injuries---25 had pellet injury in the right eye, 18 in the left eye and three people had both their eyes damaged.
In another southern district, Pulwama, where the uprising was the fiercest, 47 people’s eyes have been left damaged by the pellet ammunition. The report submitted by the deputy commissioner Pulwama says the majority of the injured have 30 percent disability.
In Srinagar 27 people have been injured by pellets and in district Anantnag, nine people have been injured in the eye – four in right eye, three in left eye, one had retinal detachment and one had his both eyes blinded by pellet guns. Budgam district is yet to submit the list of the injured.
The unrest in Kashmir started on July 8 after Wani's killing. About a 100 people were shot dead, thousands injured and hundreds detained.
· 3326 pellet victims missing from list govt gave to SHRC
Nov 26: As many as 3326 people, who had suffered pellet injuries during last year’s uprising, have been left out of the list of the injured submitted by the government to the State Human’s Rights Commission (SHRC), data compiled by the state health and medical education department reveals.
The district administrators of eight districts – Baramulla, Kupwara, Shopian, Pulwama, Anantnag, Kulgam, Ganderbal and Srinagar – have submitted a report before the commission, stating that 2524 people have been injured by pellets, many in the eyes, in these districts during forces’ crackdown on the protests that erupted after the killing of Hizb commander BurhanMuzaffarWani on July 8 last year.
	Of these 2524 victims, the government has furnished details of 1725 victims, including 59 women, whose identity has been confirmed by the district administrators.
	The district administrator of Bandipora has mentioned “NIL” injuries from his district and the district Budgam is yet to submit the list of the injured people.
	But the figures of the same eight districts compiled by the health department reveal that as many as 5850 people were injured by pellets during the uprising of 2016.
	In the 10 districts of the Valley, the hospitals have received 6200 pellet injured victims.
In Anantnag district, 860 people suffered pellet wounds, in Baramulla 1078, Ganderbal 36, and Kulgam 1029, the data of the state health department reveals.
In district Kupwara, the forces have injured 888 people during the uprising of 2016, Pulwama 1041, Shopian 808 and district Srinagar 110.
But the Anantnag district administration has reported only nine pellet injuries from the district, while district Shopian has received, as per the deputy commissioner concerned, 850 injured people, 51 with eye pellet injuries.
As per the data provided by the government to the SHRC, district Baramulla has received 1252 pellet victims, Ganderbal 137 and Kupwara 48.
	District Kulgam has received 154 injured pellet victims, Pulwama 47 and Srinagar 27.

SHRC this month
· 
· Police report on 1990 Handwara massacre names no BSF trooper
Nov 02: Four years after a petition was filed in the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC), the DIG Police on November 1 submitted a report on the 1990 ‘Handwara Massacre’, saying “BSF men killed 14 persons including a former legislator and a police cop”.
The report reads that on 1st October, 1990, police personnel namely Abdul Hamid, Ali Mohammad, Farooq Ahmed, Sonaullah and Mohammad Maqbool were deputed in Handwara town for patrolling duties. In the meantime, fire engulfed the town and some police personnel tried to reach police station Handwara but it was cordoned off by 76 Bn of BSF (Border Security Force) under the command of Ratan Raveen. “The BSF personnel forcibly entered inside the police station and threatened the police nafri to kill them and set ablaze the police station,” reads the report submitted by the CID wing of J&K Police to the SHRC.
Constable Ali Mohammad, Ghulam Nabi Shapoo (revenue clerk Handwara), Nazir Ahmed Khan of Chogal, Nazir Ahmed Dar of Braripora, Ghulam Rasool Malik of Khanbal, Ghulam Rasool Sofi of Kupwara, Ghulam Rasool Hajam, Mohammad Hayat Najar, Mohammad Amin Banday, Ghulam Nabi Mir Mst.Azize, Mehraj-ud-din Tantray and Shahzad Ahmed Pir, all from Handwara, were killed in BSF firing in 1990, says the report.
The petition in the SHRC was filed by a human rivts activist Ahsan Untoo, on 28 Feb 2013. The SHRC Vs Union of India case made the Union Home Secretary, DG Police J&K, IG BSF Kashmir Range and SHO P/S Handwara as respondents. The police submitted its report four years after the petition was filed.
SHRC Chairman Justice Bilal Nazki has directed the DGP of J&K Police to submit a detailed report and the present status of the case within two weeks. The next hearing of the case has been scheduled on December 15, 2017.
The police report further reads that a case under FIR No 119/1990 U/S 302, 307, 436 RPC was registered and during the course of investigation it was ascertained that due to firing by BSF personnel, 14 persons were killed including former MLC Ghulam Rasool Malik and police head constable Ali Mohammad.
	“During the course of investigation all the legal formalities were completed and bodies of the deceased were handed over to their legal heirs for the last rites,” the report said.
The DGP mentioned in his compliance report that an investigation parade was conducted but no BSF personnel were identified, and finally the investigation of the case was closed as untraced.
· SHRC directs fresh enquiry into killing of three alleged militants
Nov 4: State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) directed Superintendent of Police (SP) SHRC to conduct a fresh enquiry into the killing of three alleged militants of Kakerpati Dever Lolab area of North Kashmir’s Kupwara district in year 1996, 1998 and year 2000 respectively.
The documents provided by chairman of International Forum for Justice, Ahsan Untoo reads that SHRC chairperson Bilal Nazki has directed fresh enquiry under SP SHRC into the killing of three alleged militants including Mohmmad Yousuf Shah, Mohmmad Iqbal Shah and Maqbool Shah who were labeled as militants by the police in their report on “killing of seven family members”.
The SHRC has given a three-month deadline for filing a report based on a new investigation into the killings of three alleged militants.
Earlier this year the petitioner Untoo had filed a rejoinder petition bearing number SHRC/59/2012 and sought a fresh enquiry into the killing of three alleged militants.
“That the police authorities have submitted their reply on 17-02-2014 in which the defective enquiry has been submitted. The enquiry report by the police is misconceived and contradictory to the basic complaint,” the rejoinder petition reads.
Pertinently the police report of 2014 on killing of seven family members had stated that four among them were civilians while the remaining three were militants.
The petitioner has challenged the police report on the grounds that the other three family members branded as militants by police were civilians.
The report filed by the police before the commission into the killing of Yousuf, states, “Mohammad Yousuf Shah S/o Sakhi Shah R/o Dever Anderbugh, “ex-filtrated to PaK for obtaining illegal arms/ ammunition training in the year 1995 and infiltrated to this side in the same year. In the year 1996 he was killed in an encounter between security forces and militants at Devar Lolab Kupwara, in this connection a case FIR No 43/96 U/S 307 RPC, 3/25 A Act police station Lalpora Kupwara was registered. The investigation of the case has been closed as untraced on 09.07.1996.”
On killing of killing of Iqbal Shah the report states, “Mohammad Iqbal Shah S/O Gul Shah R/o Dever Anderbugh was a local trained militant and in the year 1998 he was killed in an encounter between security forces and militants at Sopore. In this connection case FIR No. 217/98 U/S 302, 307 RPC, 7/27 A Act stands registered at Police Station Sopore. The investigation of the case has been closed as untraced on 21.08.1998.”
Similarly the police report into the killing of Maqbool Shah states, “Maqbool Shah S/o Kitab Shah R/o Dever Anderbugh was a local trained militant and in the year 2000 he was killed in an encounter between security forces and militants. In this connection case FIR No. 20/2000 U/S 307 RPC, 7/27 A Act stands registered at P/S Lalpora Kupwara and investigation of the case has been closed as un-traced on 10-05-2000.”
However the same report on killing of Zaman Shah, Dilawar Shah, Muneer Shah and Haseena Begum states that the four were civilians and were killed by unknown persons.
· After govt’s failure to submit report, SHRC orders own probe into poll day killings
Nov 14: After state government’s failure to submit report into the killing of civilians on the day of by-polls in Srinagar parliamentary constituency on April 9 this year, State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) has directs its investigation wing to conduct inquiry into the matter and submit report within three months.
On April 9 nine civilians were shot dead and scores injured by government forces on the day of the by poll to the Lok Sabha constituency spread across three districts – Srinagar, Budgam and Ganderbal.
	After the killing of the civilians, a petition was filed before the SHRC by chairperson Centre for Peace and Protection of Human Rights, MM Shuja, seeking intervention of the commission regarding the civilian killings.
After waiting for seven months for the response of the government, chairperson SHRC Justice (Retd) Bilal Nazki on November 14 said, “The commission has issued notice to divisional commissioner Kashmir, deputy commissioner Budgam and inspector general of police Kashmir. It appears that divisional commissioner has also issued a letter to IGP and DC Budgam, but the government has failed to submit the report.”
The chairperson further states, “Since authorities have failed to file report in this important matter, therefore the commission orders enquiry into the whole issue by SP SHRC within three months.”

Police not letting Anantnag family rebuild house that was blasted during encounter
Police issues rebuttal 

Nov 10: It has been several months now that a family of 12 is living under a tin shed, their large house blasted to rubble by government forces during an encounter with militant commander Bashir Lashkari, who was killed along with two associates while fighting from within the house. The family had told Kashmir Reader that army and police were not letting them reconstruct the destroyed house. Several weeks later, they are still saying the same.
Bashir Ahmad, owner of the destroyed house in Brinti village of Anantnag, told Kashmir Reader over phone that he started work on rebuilding the house this week to create some protection against the coming winter, but no sooner than the work began that policemen arrived and had it stopped.
“On November 7 the work was going on and everything was going fine. Suddenly a few men in civvies came in a car. They claimed to be policemen and said that the work has to be stopped,” Bashir said.
The policemen snatched the instruments of the labourers and asked them to leave the work site, Bashir said.
Ulfat Jan, daughter of Bashir, told Reader, “The next day, on Wednesday, we again started the work. At 11am, when it was time for tea, three policemen clad in pherans came and told us to stop the work. We asked them the reason, to which a policeman said that “sahab” has told them to have the work stopped.”
Ulfat added that the policemen took her and two relatives to the police post at Damhal. “We were kept at the police post for two hours. At 1pm we were released, after some elders visited the police station,” she said.
“They were asking us to either hand over our lone brother Khursheed Ahmad to them or else be detained at the police station,” Ulfat said.
Villagers in Brenti and the local Auqaf committee had collected Rs 4 lakh to help the family rebuild their house, but the army and police allegedly did not allow the reconstruction work to take place. “We are being forced to accommodate our big family in a makeshift tin shed even in these chilling winter days,” Bashir Ahmad said.
“We are facing a lot of hardship here. We do not even have space to sleep. Our children and daughters are not able to sleep in the chilling cold,” Bashir said.
“I have a big family, with at least 12 family members. Among them are seven daughters and granddaughters, two sons, and my wife. All the domestic activities have to be done within the tin shed. From kitchen to bedroom, we have only this space,” Bashir rued.
“We are crunched in a small space like a flock of sheep. We are completely fed up of living like this,” he said.
Duty officer at Damhal police post, Mushtaq Ahmad said, “Their (the family’s) son Khursheed Ahmad is involved in a militancy-related case and that is why police wants him.”
Station house officer of police station Achabal, Javid Ahmad, said that Bashir Ahmad and his family were making a baseless allegation.
“They have constructed the house partially and no one is creating hurdle in construction work,” he said.
Senior Superintendent of Police Anantnag, Mohammad Altaf Khan, told Kashmir Reader that the allegations are baseless.“Police has never interfered in the construction work,” he said.
Police rebuttal:
The police authorities have informed that the story headlined ‘police not letting Anantnag family build house’ in Kashmir Reader on November 10 is “baseless, concocted and imaginative”. “The construction of house is going on. The reporter has not done his homework and has not collected the relevant information,” a statement issued by police said.
The owner of the house Khurshid Ahmad is evading lawful arrest as is wanted in serious criminal offences.
“The news story being malicious in content and baseless is rebutted,” it added.

Every evening, 25 Uri villages are cut off from world

Nov 3: Following restrictions imposed by army over movement of people after evening from traffic check post (TCP) Uri onwards, residents of around 25 villages in this border town are suffering due to these restrictions. 
The blockade came into force soon after the attack on a military installation in Uri in September 2016, when four militants targeted army installation resulting in the death of 17 army personnel.
The affected villages due to the restrictions include Kamalkote, Isham, Chakra, Salamabad, Jabla, Sultan Dhaki and several other villages. 
	Talking to media, the locals said that the restrictions are severely affecting their day to day life. They said that the restrictions are affecting them socially as well as economically. 
	“Irony is that in case of some eventuality, we are unable to visit our relatives. We are forced to wait for dawn and then only we are allowed to travel,” said Fayaz Ahmad, a resident of Uri town. 
	The locals said that despite possessing border identity card which signifies that a person is a resident of border town Uri, they were not allowed to move.
	Haji Asadullah Lone, president traders federation Uri while talking to Greater Kashmir said the diktat is affecting the local population badly. 
	He said that there are dozens of villages which fall after the traffic check post Uri.
	“Be it health issue or any social event, the restrictions are affecting the people of these areas drastically. The restrictions are also affecting the business community of Uri town as no vehicle loaded with goods is allowed to cross the check post,” said Haji Asadullah Lone. 
	The residents of Uri town witnessed other severe hardships following the 2016 militant attack. The army has closed road connectivity to five villages, which include Churanda, Sokad, Sukhdar, Batgran and Basgra. However, the army recently lifted the day restrictions there but the night restrictions are still in force.
	An army spokesperson while talking to Greater Kashmir said there were no restrictions on emergency services and the travel timings had been coordinated with the local authorities. 
	“In case there is some emergency, the restrictions are relaxed. However, since the area falls close to line of control, the evening patrolling and area domination remains priority. We ensure that people who have some emergency don’t suffer because of the restrictions,” said the army spokesperson.

HC dismisses petition regarding youth killed by Maharshtra police

Nov 16: The J&K High Court has dismissed a petition from the family of Kashmiri man killed by Maharashatra police in 2003 and labeled a militant.
The family alleged that Mohammad Iqbal Wani, a businessman, was allegedly killed in police custody at Gurgoan, Maharashtra and labeled a militant.
Dismissing the petition, the court said that under article 226, no cause of action, wholly or partially, had “arisen within territorial jurisdiction of this court”.
“So no direction can be issued against Union of India as prayed… However, petitioner, if so advised, may approach competent court of territorial jurisdiction for redressal of his grievance,” the court said.
While Mahrashtra police had claimed that Iqbal was Lashkar-e-Toiba militant, the J&K police had maintained that he had no militantly record.
“We have nothing incriminating against him: he was not a listed militant, had no militancy related record. He simply was a computer engineer,” SSP Pulwama Vipul Kumar in his statement to the press had deposed.
According to the petition Iqbal was a computer engineer engaged in business of selling hardware and software in his native township Shopian. He used to purchase software from Mumbai. On 29th March, 2003 he was allegedly arrested by Gurgoan police and killed in a fake encounter. The deceased was carrying Rs 7 lac in cash in connection within his business, out of which Rs. 4 lac were shown to have been recovered from the possession of the deceased whereas remaining Rs. 3 lacs were missing.
“SHO PS Shopian had also submitted a report to the Chief Judicial Magistrate Shopian declaring that Iqbal was not involved in any anti-national activities, as such, Union of India and State of Mahrashtra and the J&K State have failed to protect the life, liberty and property of an innocent civilian and have put petitioner and other dependents of the deceased to great irreparable loss, mental agony and uncertain future life. They are therefore, responsible for having violated the constitutional guarantees under Arts 14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution,” the petition stated.
Police in Gurgoan had stated that the Iqbal was killed in an operation along with other three militants on 29 March 2003.
“The deceased was carrying .380 pistol and he fired 4 rounds and police in self defense retaliated and deceased died,” they had said.

Excesses
· 
· Army soldiers occupy train at office hour, commuters stranded
Nov 02: Leaving many office goers and other commuters stranded, army soldiers occupied three of the six bogeys on an early morning train, not allowing anyone else to board them.
The army had also parked their heavy vehicles inside the railway stations at Srinagar and Budgam to ferry their men, much to the displeasure of the Railway officials.
According to many commuters media talked to, the 7:00 AM train from Banihal had three of its bogeys occupied by the soldiers.
“I was waiting for the train at Anantnag railway station and was left aghast to see that three of the total of six bogeys had been occupied by army men,” a commuter told media.
He said that the troopers, despite requests from the commuters, refused to open doors of the bogeys to allow anyone else to enter.
“I was lucky to get a foothold at the door of one of the three remaining bogeys, but many people were not. They had to leave and board a vehicle outside the station,” said a commuter.
Another commuter who was not able to board the train said he reached his office in Srinagar at about 11:30 AM.
“I don’t understand how the railway authorities allowed this kind of gundagardi by the army men. Hundreds of commuters were put to severe inconvenience,” he said.
Two bogeys of another train from Budgam to Qazigund were also occupied by the army.
People say that this was not the first time such a thing had happened.
“In the past couple of months they have done this quite a few times,” several people alleged.
A railway employee told media, “We were out for a morning walk and when we returned, the army men did not allow us to enter the railway station. We were shocked at their behaviour.”
Railway officials acknowledged that bogeys were occupied by the army and the incident was not the first one.
“They probably talk to our higher-ups for doing so but we have no intimation regarding such travels by the army,” an official said.
Srinagar-based army spokesperson, Rajesh Kalia said, “move of Army personnel by train was done in co-ordination with the concerned authorities. All laid down procedures were followed during the move”.
· Budgam family ‘beaten’ by soldiers
Police Says Investigation On; Army Denies Accusation
Nov 04: A family from Khag tehsil of Budgam district has accused the army of ransacking their home and beating up six members of the family, one of them a government teacher, last night. Howver, police refuses to file FIR in the case. 
The family members of Assadullah Khan (85) in Habber Lassipora village said the family went out after noticing movement of some persons in the lane outside.
“We saw dozens of soldiers. They escaped to nearby fields after they saw us,” said Majeed Khan.
He said the soldiers returned at about 11:45pm and started beating the family members with gun barrels.
The family said four of the six injured members’ sustained wounds. They said police didn't register their complaint.
"A formal complaint has been lodged by the family at police station Khag and the police are investigating the incident. The army was patrolling the locality but the family had raised a wrong alarm,” a senior police official told media. 
Srinagar based defense spokesperson Colonel Rajesh Kalia said the soldiers had neither ransacked any property nor beaten anyone.
In two similar incidents, civilians had accused the army of ransacking houses and beating people in Hardu Dalwan of Char-i-Sharief and Devas Kahipora of Arizal area on Oct 5 and Oct 13 respectively.
Police had said the issue was resolved in both cases.
On November 7, family members of Assadullah Khan, 85, of Lassipora village of Khag told media that the approached the Khag police station with a plea to file first information report (FIR) against 53-RR. They said that the army personnel thrashed the family members and injured six of them.
“We submitted an application at the police station on the same night when the assault took place. The police initially assured that an FIR will be lodged against the army,” schoolteacher Riyaz Ahmad Khan said.
He said police directed them to report on November 7 to get the FIR copy. “However, after meeting a police officer and army personnel, we were left disappointed,” he said.
“All of our family members visited police station today and after having a conversation with police they did not entertained our complaint. We were totally hopeless,” he added.
“Police instead of investigating the case asked the army officials to provide details,” he said.
SSP Budgam Tejinder Singh said that police have not received any application for filing FIR.
“SDPO Magam was with them. They are sorting out their problem. We are in touch with the family,” he said.
· Protest against ransacking of houses by ‘forces’ at Khaigam Pulwama
Nov 08: The government forces last night allegedly ransacked residential houses and damaged property at Khaigam village of Pulwama district.
The locals staged protest and also blocked Pakharpora-Chrar-i-Sharief road for the whole day.
"The army personnel last night came to the village and without any provocation beat up some residents and damaged dozens of houses, smashed window panes", the residents alleged. 
“There have been no clashes or protests here but despite this, the forces are targeting us" they said.
The residents later rushed to Pulwama and held protest. Later they apprised the deputy commissioner Pulwama about the incident who assured them help.
"The residents alleged that army personnel ransacked their houses last night. I have asked a DSP to ascertain the facts and report to me on Thursday so that I can accordingly take action in the matter" DC Pulwama G M Dar said. A police officer said “we are ascertaining the facts.”
· ‘Forces go berserk in Rajpora’
Nov 26: Army has allegedly beaten up a shopkeeper and a minor in Rajpora area of Pulwama on Sunday, family alleged. The victims have been shifted to a Srinagar hospital.
According to the family, Mudasir Ahmad Wani, who is a shopkeeper in the main chowk Rajpora, was mercilessly beaten up by army personnel of Shadimarg camp.
“My nephew was working at his shop when army men came to his shop. They caught him and started beating him without any reason. He was later bundled in an army vehicle and again assaulted,” victim’s maternal uncle, Ghulam Qadir told media over phone.
He said another victim, a 13-year-old boy Asif Ahmad has also been injured when army men kicked him out of an army vehicle after beating him to a pulp.
“The army personnel of Shadimarg camp were returning from a nearby village when they went berserk at Rajpora market. They started chasing people and beating them. Mudasir and Asif have been injured during the incident,” Qadir said.
Asif had fractured his sacrum bones due to the assault.
Doctors at SMHS Hospital said while the victims were stable, they need close observation for at least 24 hours.
“We will shift both of them to Bone and Joint Hospital soon as the assault has impacted some of the vital bones,” said a doctor, wishing anonymity.

Ex-gratia for cops at par with central forces now

Nov 23: The ministry of home affairs has decided to provide Rs 30 lakh ex-gratia for the policemen who would be killed during counter-insurgency (CI) operations.
With this hike in ex-gratia, the policemen killed during CI operations will get a total of Rs 30 lakh, which includes state government’s share.
Bringing the ex-gratia for the policemen at par with central forces has been a long-pending demand of the police force.
“Jammu and Kashmir police have been at the forefront of anti-militancy activities along with the central armed police forces. The government of India has therefore decided to enhance its share of ex-gratia relief,” a source in the ministry said.
While Rs 18 lakh will be sourced from the state budget of J&K, additional Rs 12 lakh will be provided by the home ministry, the source said.
The MHA has also decided to reimburse the relief amount paid by the state to the victims of firing along the Line of Control.
“Due to the intermittent ceasefire violations and cross border firing, the people living in border areas have been suffering unexpected losses in terms of damaged houses, agriculture, livestock etc affecting their livelihood,” said another source.
“As new initiative, the MHA will reimburse the expenditure incurred by the state government for providing relief to the people affected by cross border firing according to National Disaster Relief Fund (NDRF) guidelines,” he said.
Talking to media, director general of police SP Vaid termed the enhancement of ex-gratia as a “great morale booster for the police force”.
In yet another decision, the MHA has raised the ex-gratia for special police officers (SPOs) after considering their role in combating militancy.
“The ex-gratia relief for SPOs has been enhanced from Rs 2 to Rs 5 lakh. This entire amount will be reimbursed to the state government by the MHA,” the source said. 

Police claim breakthrough in a braid chopping case

Nov 14: The police claimed breakthrough in one of the scores of cases of braid chopping which created a scare in Kashmir and sparked off dozens of protests in September and October before dying down suddenly.
Ganderbal senior superintendent of police Fayaz Ahmad Lone told a press conference that the police have arrested two men who had cut the braid of a girl in Wakura area of Ganderbal last month.
	Lone said, “The girl had identified the duo during an identification parade that was carried out in the presence of executive magistrate (tehsildar). Further investigation is on.”
	The accused hail from Khag area in Budgam. They had come to Wakura with the intention of carrying out burglary. Their plan was to create a scare by cutting the braid of the girl and then break into the homes of the people whom they believed would leave their homes and come onto streets for protests, the police said.
	Hair of several young girls and women in many parts of the Valley had been mysteriously found cut during the past two months. These girls and women had told their families and police that unknown persons cut their hair after knocking them unconscious with some spray.
	The police had formed Special Investigation Teams to probe the incidents. The police had also announced a reward of Rs 6 lakh for credible information leading to arrest of any person behind braid chopping incidents.

Anthem row: FIR against 2 BGSBU students

Nov 23: An FIR has been registered against two students of Baba Ghulam Shah Badshah University, Rajouri, for allegedly disrespecting the national anthem, a senior official said.
	The two students did not stand up when the national anthem was being sung at a function at BGSBU on November 22 where Governor N N Vohra was the chief guest, district magistrate Shahid Iqbal Choudhary told PTI.
	“Disciplinary action will follow. Law will take its own course,” he said and added that a report has been sought from the university authorities. PTI

Militarization
Army occupies SICOP land at Wuyan leaving no scope for industrial units

Nov 28: The army continues to occupy the prized State Industrial Corporation (SICOP) estate Wuyan in Khrew area of Pulwama district. The presence of army is taking a heavy toll on the industrial potential of the estate.
Formerly known as J&K Minerals Corporation, SICOP’s Wuyan estate was recently ‘inaugurated’ by Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti on 9th August.
The army has erected huge bunkers covered with razor wires in the estate, occupied the industrial land at a time when thousands of unemployed youth are looking to establish their industrial units in Kashmir. The government however fails to help these youth due to shortage of land.
The occupation of a huge chunks of industrial land by CRPF, army and BSF at various places have become hurdles in increasing employment opportunities for youth.
The land was occupied in 2013 by army’s 50 Rashtriya Rifles. According to locals, army without seeking permission from concerned authorities occupied one building of SICOP and later expanded their camp to 25 Kanals.
Locals reacted strongly against it by holding protests but till date not a single bunker has been vacated. They said that army has not only occupied industrial land but has also destroyed their saffron crops located on the backside of the industrial land.
 	“The army is not allowing us to enter our own saffron fields. Our precious lands have turned barren as army troopers are using our saffron fields for practice and drills,” said Abdul Majid Sheikh, a local.
As per official sources, SICOP officials repeatedly directed the army to vacate the land for the expansion of the industrial area.
Despite government’s plan of making SICOP estate Wuyan as an attraction for investors to start their units, the same may not be possible as local entrepreneurs are reluctant to establish their units inside the army garrison. “There is no question of setting up an industry when army is around the area, we cannot move beyond a particular point. Every day it will be annoying to seek the permission from army and provide them our identity cards," said Abdul Wahid, a local entrepreneur from Khrew.
	Managing director SICOP, R.L. Tiku, told media that the army camp will be removed within next 25 days.

Stop ads if newspapers print ‘anti-national’ articles: New Delhi to J&K

Nov 03: The ministry of home affairs has asked the Jammu and Kashmir government to stop advertising in local newspapers that allegedly publish “anti-national articles”, Hindustan Times reported.
As per the report without naming any newspaper, the ministry has told the state government that some publications were publishing “highly radicalised content glamorising terrorists and anti-national elements”.
The report said that the Centre has written to the Mehbooba Mufti-led government in the state to deal strictly with such newspapers.
Referring a letter dated October 18, 2017 and addressed to senior officials of the state government and the Jammu & Kashmir police, the home ministry the Hindustan Times report says: “It is understood that some newspapers in J&K are publishing highly radicalised content glamorising terrorists and anti-national elements. This is against the Constitution of India as well as the Constitution of Jammu and Kashmir.”
The letter further says, “…publishing of anti-national articles in the newspapers of the state should be strictly dealt with. Such newspapers should also not be given any patronage by way of advertisements by the state government. This may be circulated to all concerned for strict compliance.”

Soldier shoots colleague at BSF Hqrs in Bandipora

Nov 28: A BSF soldier shot his colleague dead by “pumping nine bullets into his body” at the Border Security Force (BSF) Headquarter in Mardar locality of north Kashmir’s Bandipora district.
Reports said that “gunshots were heard from the barracks in the middle of the night,” and on inquiry, a head constable Hari Chand, a resident of Kurukshetra, Haryana, was found lying dead in a pool of blood.
The initial investigation by police and BSF has revealed Constable Ravinder Singh of Kupwara to be involved in the incident. In this regard, a case has been registered at Bandipora police station vide FIR NO. 163/2017 under Section 302 RPC. Police officials said that “further investigation will reveal the real cause of the incident which appears to be a fratricide”.
Meanwhile, the postmortem report has revealed 9 bullets marks on the soldier’s body. A medical official said that “9 bullets have been pumped into his body and all the bullets have pierced his vital organs.”
The Bandipora BSF’s 129 BN sector Headquarters where the incident occurred is the biggest in the district and serves as one of the main units in securing Gurez Border, a frequent infiltration zone.

Officially stated
· 
· Militant recruitment a concern: Gen Raju
Nov 03: Around 80 militants have been killed in south Kashmir in the past six months and around 115 militants are still active in the region, of whom over a dozen were non-local militants, a top Army official has said.
“There are around 115 militants in south Kashmir and out of them, 99 are local and 15-16 are foreign terrorists. The actions that we have taken in past 6-7 months, we have neutralised nearly 80 terrorists including top leadership.
“…as soon as the number of terrorists decreases, the situation will improve,” General Officer Commanding of the Army’s Victor Force, Major General B S Raju, told reporters.
Asked about the killing of a BJP youth leader in Shopian yesterday, Major General Raju said these were “acts of desperation” by the militants.
“Two to three such incidents have taken place in the recent past. We are given to believe that these are acts of desperation by the terrorists.
“They are not able to make any concerted action against the security forces. So they are looking at weaker targets and I am given to believe that police are taking necessary action against the perpetrators of these crimes,” he said.
He said the Army and other security agencies would continue to take all necessary actions against the militants so that the people of south Kashmir could live in “peace”.
“The situation in south Kashmir is much better. Stone pelting and random acts initiated by terrorists have also decreased. As the winter season sets in, our actions would be more effective and peace shall return,” he added.
On the Jaish-e-Mohammad militants in south Kashmir, Major General Raju said the process of killing of the Jaish cadre has already begun.
“We intend to act particularly against the Jaish”.
 On fresh recruitment among the militant ranks, he said that it was definitely a cause for concern.
“A lot of stakeholders need to work in a concerted manner to ensure that new recruitment is put in check. I would put the onus on the parents to ensure that they are able to take care of their children and I would put the onus on village elders, to the Moulvis in the villages and towns to ensure that they get right message across to the young people,” he added.
He said teachers and principals of schools and colleges also have a role to play.
“The security forces have to ensure that they conduct operations in such a manner that would not alienate the population and the youth,” he added.
· Army committed no HR violations in JK: Gen Rawat
Nov 04: Indian Army Chief General Bipin Rawat said that army has committed no human rights violation in Jammu and Kashmir but added that it has taken stringent action whenever such incidents occurred.
Speaking to reporters after honouring 23rd and 24th battalions of the Maratha Light Infantry at a glittering ceremony at Belagavi, Karnataka, he said said no one would be spared in case of violation of human rights.
Asked about reports about rise in recruitments of Kashmiri youths by militant groups since 2013 and resentment against the Army, he said some youths are carried away by wrong conceptions due to social media.
He lauded the excellent patience shown by the Army in the Valley.
· 170 militants killed in Kashmir this year: DGP Vaid
Nov 08: Director General of Police SP Vaid claimed that government forces have killed around 170 militants, including top commanders, across Kashmir since January this year.
The police chief said the slain militants include Tallah Rashid, nephew of Jaish-e-Muhammad chief Moulana Masood Azhar; JeM’s Mehmood Bhai, Lashkar-e- Toiba’s Abu Dujana and Waseem Shah as well as Burhan Wani’s successor Sabzar Ahmad Bhat of the Hizbul Mujahideen.
“I think, roughly, 170 militants have been killed this year only (in Kashmir). This is a record going by the last 10 years. Except four to five commanders, other top militants have been killed,” Vaid told PTI in an interview here.
On police personnel joining militancy, he said that two such cases had come to his notice. “We are looking into the causes. There are various reasons. After all the policemen are also part of the same society and you can get influenced. You live in same society, same villages. It is not a serious challenge. We have taken steps to safeguard the police force from being targeted by the militants,” he said.
· Stone-pelting incidents at all-time low: DGP
Nov 10: Jammu and Kashmir police chief SP Vaid asserted that stone pelting incidents are at “all time low” in Kashmir and the situation is “improving gradually.” 
	Talking to reporters after inaugurating the “police martyrs’ football tournament” at TRC grounds here, the director general of police said: “Weeks passed off peacefully without any incident of stone pelting, which is a good sign. Credit for this peaceful environment goes to various security agencies operating in Kashmir.
	Talking to reporters after inaugurating the “police martyrs’ football tournament” at TRC grounds Srinagar, the director general of police said: “Weeks passed off peacefully without any incident of stone pelting, which is a good sign. Credit for this peaceful environment goes to various security agencies operating in Kashmir.”
	Vaid’s assertion comes after Kashmir witnessed a turbulent 2016. According to the police estimates, 2690 incidents of stone pelting were registered by the police in 2016, with Baramulla and Kupwara witnessing 1248 incidents—highest as compared to Anantnag, Pulwama, Shopian, Srinagar and Budgam districts. 
	“This year, I don’t remember the exact number of stone pelting incidents, but there is a significant decline,” the DGP said.
	He said that the Ministry of Home Affairs has sanctioned funds for establishing three football turfs where day-night matches can be played. “There will be one turf in Srinagar, one in Awantipora and one in Handwara,” he said.
· Police to preserve DNA of non-local militants
Nov 11: From now onwards, the police will collect and preserve DNA samples of non-local militants killed during gunfights in Kashmir.
	In a circular issued by Kashmir Range inspector general of police Muneer Khan, officers in Kashmir have been asked to “ensure to collect the DNA samples and fingerprint impressions of all foreign militants who get killed in encounters or counter militancy operations in Kashmir zone.”
	The police circular coincides with the government of India’s appeals to Pakistan High Commission to claim the bodies of non-local militants killed in Kashmir encounters.
· Mehbooba asks Kashmiris to ‘stop inflicting pain on themselves’
Nov 12: Urging people to “stop inflicting pain on themselves”, the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti aid that other than Kashmir people nowhere in the world inflict so much pain on themselves.
Speaking at the first business conclave in Jammu in the backdrop of demands highlighted by Kashmir’s business community, the Chief Minister said: “What have the people of Kashmir achieved in the past 30 years by such self-pain inflicting protests? An inch of land hasn’t moved on any side. We have to think about it…every Kashmiri feels relaxed after crossing the Jawahar Tunnel, even boys pelting stones in Kashmir go to Jammu and watch movies in theatres there,” she said.
Urging people to “stop inflicting pain on themselves”, the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti said that other than Kashmir people nowhere in the world inflict so much pain on themselves.
Speaking at the first business conclave in Jammu in the backdrop of demands highlighted by Kashmir’s business community, the Chief Minister said: “What have the people of Kashmir achieved in the past 30 years by such self-pain inflicting protests? An inch of land hasn’t moved on any side. We have to think about it…every Kashmiri feels relaxed after crossing the Jawahar Tunnel, even boys pelting stones in Kashmir go to Jammu and watch movies in theatres there,” she said.
She urged the business community to ponder on shutting business establishments when any dignitary visits Kashmir. “We close our shops and doors when somebody from New Delhi comes to Kashmir but then afterwards we go to them asking for money,” she said. Urging people to “stop inflicting pain on themselves”, the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti said that other than Kashmir people nowhere in the world inflict so much pain on themselves.
“It becomes very difficult for the government to plead cases as they (Centre) talk about it,” she said, adding that people of India are “debating among themselves why Kashmiris pelt stones on tourists when the central government is allocating so many funds for them.”
“They are baffled because of the fact that we pelt stones on them when they come here even though so much money is given to us,” the Chief Minister said.
She said that this year, the tourism flow reduced drastically following an attack on Amarnath pilgrims.
Taking a jibe on national media, she said that news channels invite those Kashmiris “who spit venom against the country, which causes more hatred.”
She said that those seeking solution to the Kashmir issue through means of agitation need to be told from time to time that Kashmiris are in a “serious state of loss.”
Referring to recent braid cutting incidents, she said that in Rajasthan, hundreds of such cases were reported, but in Kashmir “some other connotations were added to the whole fiasco.”
She said: “Kashmiri people beat their chests for months and then settle down again demanding waivers and incentives for the losses.”
“We as a people have to ponder what we are doing. First, we protest then we come with a bowl asking for money,” she said, adding that “we start agitating on any issue particularly during the summer months, bringing all the activities to a standstill, which has hit our economy badly.”
Pointing towards incidents of burning of schools during the 2016 uprising, the Chief Minister said: “We don’t even spare our schools. Our kids are at home for months and we even burn down the schools.” 
· Juveniles jailed for stone pelting to be shifted to remand homes: Rajnath
Nov 18:  Home Minister Rajnath Singh has asked the Jammu and Kashmir government to move all juveniles arrested for pelting stones and other unlawful activities from jails to remand homes and to review their cases sympathetically, officials said.
The decision is considered to be an attempt by the BJP-led government to reach out to the people of J&K after the appointment of Dineshwar Sharma as the government of India’s special representative to initiate talks with all stakeholders.
The issue was discussed in detail at Wednesday’s meeting of the core group on Kashmir chaired by the home minister and attended by Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and National Security Advisor Ajit Doval, where it was decided to ask the J&K government to work on the cases of juveniles.
After the core group meeting, the J&K government has been asked to shift all juveniles who were arrested for pelting stones and other crimes to remand homes and review their cases sympathetically, a home ministry official privy to the development told PTI.
The state government is expected to take the initiative to shift the juveniles to remand homes and review their cases soon, the official said.
Besides Sharma, top officials of the ministries of home and defence and the chiefs of intelligence agencies also attended the meeting.
Sharma also briefed the home minister and others about his first round of talks with various sections of society there last week.
Sharma will visit the state again to continue his mission of holding a sustained dialogue process.
However anti-militancy operations in J&K will go on even though the Modi-led government has appointed the special representative to initiate talks with all stakeholders in an effort to bring a lasting peace to J&K.
· Lashkar wiped out in Hajin, but 200 militants still active in Kashmir: Army
Nov 19: Asserting that Lashkar-e-Toiba group active in Hajin belt has been completely decimated, General Officer Commanding (GOC) 15 Corps, JS Sandhu said on Sunday that a total of 190 militants have been killed in Kashmir this year.
“We have killed around 190 terrorists in Kashmir this year in 2017. Out of this number, 110 terrorists were killed in the hinterland. The rest were killed along the Line of Control (LOC),” Sandhu said.
The GOC was addressing a jam packed conference inside the 15 Corps. He was flanked by GOC victor force BS Raju, Director General of Police SP Vaid, and Inspector General (IG) of Police Munir Khan.
“Out of the 110, the local terrorists killed in the hinterland numbered at 80 while as 66 were foreign terrorists,” he added.
He said the successful operations across Kashmir have led to “remarkable change” on the ground.
“The agitations have been brought under control due to concerted efforts,” Sandhu said.
He said that there were around 200 militants still active in Kashmir.
“Out of this number, 110 to 120 are local,” he said1.
· J&K govt announces withdrawal of FIRs against first-time stone-pelters
Nov 23: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti has announced withdrawal of cases against youths involved in stone-pelting for the first time.
The decision has been taken considering the suggestion of the New Delhi’s special representative Dineshwar Sharma.
Mehbooba said this confidence building measure reaffirms the central government’s commitment to creating an atmosphere for sustained dialogue.
“It gives me immense satisfaction to restart the process of withdrawing FIRs against first-time offenders involved in stone pelting. My government had initiated the process in May last year but it was stalled due to the unrest,” she posted on Twitter.
“It is a ray of hope for these young boys and their families. This initiative will provide them an opportunity to rebuild their lives,” she said in another tweet.
“It is encouraging that the interlocutor has started on a positive note. His recommendations are being taken seriously by both the central and state government,” she said.
Taking the suggestion of Sharma forward, over 4,500 cases against youths involved in stone pelting for the first time will be dropped in a bid to win hearts in the Kashmir Valley, officials had said earlier.
Sharma, who visited the Valley earlier this month, was flooded with requests from various individuals and groups for withdrawing cases against youths who were booked by the police for indulging in stone pelting.
Over 11,500 cases have been registered against stone pelters since July last year when unrest broke out in Kashmir following the death of Hizbul Mujahideen militant Burhan Wani in an encounter, they had said.
Out of these, over 4,500 cases were registered against youths who were found indulging in stone pelting for the first time, the officials had said. PTI
· 3000 to 4000 cases of stone pelters under review: Police
Nov 23: The police on Thursday said that at least 4000 cases of stone pelters are being reviewed in the wake of Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti’s announcement that cases against first-time offenders will be withdrawn.
	Kashmir range inspector general of police Muneer Khan said that stone-pelting cases from 2008 onwards will be reviewed.
	“The review will cover 2009, 2010 and 2016 also. The number of youth is between 3000 and 4000 tentatively,” he said.
	A list of youth who have been charged with stone pelting will be compiled for each district, Khan said. The list will include even those charged in two cases.
	He said that it appears that Srinagar district tops the list of the youth involved in stone-pelting.
	“This is my assumption, let’s see what the final figures suggest,” Khan said.
	“Those having three or more than three charges against them won’t figure in the list. This should be clear,” the Kashmir police chief said.
	Mufti, in a tweet, had stated that her government had initiated the amnesty process in May last year but couldn’t carry it forward because of the uprising triggered by the killing of Hizb commander Burhan Wani in July 2016.
	However, the ministry of Home affairs claims it has directed the J&K government to drop the charges against first-time offenders involved in law and order situations.
	Khan has cautioned the youth against going to police stations for clarifications.
	“They should not go to police stations. The charges against youth having not more than two charges will be dropped automatically,” he said.
	A police source said that 7000 persons, majority of them youth, were arrested and slapped with various charges in 2016.
· ‘Centre has no plan to set up composite townships for KPs’
Nov 24: The government of India has no plan to set up composite townships for migrant Kashmiri Pandits in Kashmir, according to union home ministry’s reply to an RTI application.
The ministry’s reply came in response to a query on the matter by social worker Rohit Choudhary.
	Ram Krishna Swarnakar, director in the home ministry, said: “This ministry doesn’t have any plan to set up composite townships for displaced Kashmiri Pandit migrants.”
	On the measures taken for the return and rehabilitation of Kashmiri Pandits in Kashmir, Swarnakar said: “It is advised to you to seek the information directly from the government of J&K.” PTI
· 19 persons lost both eyes to pellets: Govt to SHRC
Nov 28: At least 19 people have lost both their eyes to pellets fired by government forces during the last year’s uprising 
in Kashmir, the data provided by the government to the state human rights commission has revealed.
Taking cognisance of a news report, the SHRC had sought a detailed report from deputy commissioners of 10 Kashmir districts regarding persons injured due to pellet shotguns during 2016 when Kashmir saw a six-month-long uprising triggered by the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Muzzafar Wani.
	The deputy commissioners of only eight districts submitted the report and stated that 2524 victims have been injured by pellets, many in the eyes, during crackdown by government forces on protesters. Of these, the government has furnished details of 1725 victims, including the 59 victims whose identity has been confirmed by the district administrators.
In Baramulla district, where 1252 people were injured, seven people have lost both their eyes to the pellet injuries. The other areas of Baramulla—Rohama, Tangmarg, Dangiwacha, Kunzer and Sheeri—have not received any pellet victims with injuries to both eyes, the concerned district administrator has said. He has also not described the nature of injuries inflicted upon the victims admitted to various hospitals of Sopore.
In district Kupwara, three people of overall 48 victims have lost vision to pellet injuries in both their eyes, the concerned deputy commissioner has said.
In district Srinagar, one person has lost both his eyes to pellet guns while in district Anantnag, of nine people injured, one has received pellets in both his eyes, according to the concerned district administrators.
In Pulwama, two people have lost vision because of unabated use of pellet guns by the forces while these figures for Shopian are three. In Kulgam, 154 people have been injured by pellets and of these two have been blinded, according to its district administrator.
Of 2524 pellet victims, the government says it doesn’t know identity of 804. However, the data compiled by the department of Health and Medical Education about the pellet victims reveals that during the 2016 uprising, at least 5840 people were injured by pellets in eight Kashmir districts.
· Over 3800 hit by pellets in Valley last year: Govt to SHRC
Nov 29: The government has disclosed that at least 3896 people sustained pellet injuries in forces firing during over five month long unrest in Valley last year following killing of 21-year-old Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani.
In response to a notice by State Human Rights Commission (SHRC), the government submitted the reports about the pellet injuries compiled by deputy commissioners of eight out of 10 districts of the Valley and medical superintendents of eight hospitals to the commission.
As per the reports of the deputy commissioners’ and hospitals, at least 3896 people were hit by pellets in forces firing during unrest last year following killing of Burhan on July 8, 2016.
As per the reports, 364 people sustained pellet injuries in eyes. “Of them, 24 were hit by pellets in both eyes”.
22 people were also hit by tear gas canisters fired by forces during unrest last year. 22 people also received bullet injuries in forces firing while 10 sustained injuries in forces beating.
North Kashmir
The report by Block Medical Officer (BMO) of Sheeri block of Baramulla district states that 155 people were injured by in the block.
In Kreeri block of Pattan area, 107 people were hit by pellets.
In Pattan block, 131 people received pellet injuries in forces firing. Of them, 23 victims received pellet injury in one eye, 45 on the whole body, 11 on their faces.
According to Block Medical Officer (BMO), Sopore, 440 persons hit by pellets in the apple town during the unrest.
In Dangiwacha area of Baramulla district, 99 people received pellet injuries.
In Kunzer block, 23 people sustained pellet injuries. Of them three had sustained pellet injury in the eyes.
47 persons were also injured in Rohama and one of them was hit by pellet in eye.
As per Medical Superintendent (MS) of district hospital Baramulla, the hospital received 244 injured during unrest last year.
Of the 244, four died while 64 had sustained pellet injuries in eyes, four of them in both eyes.
According to reports submitted by DC Baramulla, 10 persons sustained injuries in forces beating, 29 were hit by pellets, 11 by bullets and 12 by tear gas shells.
Deputy Commissioner Kupwara in his report to SHRC disclosed that 48 persons sustained pellet injuries in the border district in forces firing during the unrest.
Of the 48 injured, 47 were hit by pellets in eyes, two of them in both eyes.
Srinagar
Deputy Commissioner Srinagar in his report to the commission disclosed that 1396 people were injured in the forces firing in Srinagar during the unrest.
The report disclosed that of 1396 injuries, 27 suffered ophthalmological disabilities.
“19 victims were treated at SKIMS Medical College Bemina and 8 were treated in SHMS hospital Srinagar,” it stated.
Ganderbal
Deputy Commissioner Ganderbal informed the commission that 137 persons were injured in the district during the unrest last year. Two of the injured had received pellet injuries in one of their eyes.
South Kashmir
Deputy Commissioner Pulwama informed the SHRC that 47 persons sustained pellet injuries in eyes in the district. Two of the injured were hit by pellets in both the eyes.
In its report, Deputy Commissioner Kulgam informed the commission that 154 were hit by pellets in the district.
	Of them 71 were hit by pellets in one eye and two in both eyes.
	Deputy Commissioner Anantnag in its report informed the SHRC that nine people were injured in pellet firing in the district.
Of the nine, 8 were hit by pellets in one eye and one in both eyes.
The District Police Headquarters Anantnag in its report mentioned cases of three more pellet injuries in the district.
As per their report, two victims received pellet injury in one eye and another in both eyes.
In its report to SHRC, Deputy Commissioner Shopian disclosed that 61 persons were hit by pellets in the district.
Of them, 51 were hit by pellets in one eye and seven in both eyes.
However Chief Medical Officer (CMO) Shopian in its report informed the commission that 850 injured people were treated at various health institutions of the district.
It states that of the 850 injured, 67 had sustained eye injuries.
· Mehbooba orders withdrawal of cases against 4,327 youths 
Nov 29: Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti on Wednesday approved the withdrawal of charges against 4,327 youths booked in 744 cases of law-and-order violation. The decision was taken on the recommendation of a high-powered committee headed by the Director General of Police which submitted its report to the chief minister on November 29, an official statement said.
A communication from the Home Department, which is headed by the chief minister, sent to the DGP late this evening asked the DGP to regularly monitor the progress in this direction and furnish a fortnightly report on it.
	The official statement said that the decision marks the revival of the process of withdrawal of cases which was started by Mehbooba Mufti last year, immediately after taking over as chief minister.
	The statement said that the chief minister had started a process of review of cases registered against youths between 2008 and 2014, and 104 cases involving 634 youths were withdrawn within two months of her assuming power. The process, unfortunately, was disrupted due to the violence and unrest last year.
The statement said that the total number of cases withdrawn so far on the directions of the chief minister has gone up to 848 and the number of persons benefiting from these withdrawals stands at 4,957.
	The statement said that the chief minister recently ordered a review of cases lodged during the period 2015-2017 (till date) and a decision on the same would be taken on receipt of the report by a high-powered committee.
	The chief minister described the decision as a ray of hope for these young boys and their families, and as an opportunity for them to rebuild their lives. She hoped the decision would help in creating a positive and conciliatory atmosphere in the state where the youth would be able to build their lives in a much more constructive and positive way.


	Date 
	Armed Forces
	Militants
	Civilians

	Nov 01
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 02
	3
	1
	1

	Nov 03
	-
	1
	-

	Nov 04
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 05
	-
	2
	-

	Nov 06
	1
	3
	-

	Nov 07
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 08
	-
	-
	1

	Nov 09
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 10
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 11
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 12
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 13
	-
	2
	-

	Nov 14
	1
	1
	-

	Nov 15
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 16
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 17
	1
	1
	-

	Nov 18
	1
	6
	-

	Nov 19
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 20
	-
	1
	-

	Nov 21
	1
	3
	-

	Nov 22
	1
	1
	-

	Nov 23
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 24
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 25
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 26
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 27
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 28
	1
	-
	-

	Nov 29
	-
	-
	-

	Nov 30
	-
	5
	-

	Total 
	12
	27
	2

	                                                                         Total 
	41 killings 



Chronology
Nov 01: No incident of violence reported 
Nov 02: One BSF soldier was killed when a patrol party came under the attack along international border in Samaba. In an encounter in Samboora village of Pampore in Pulwama district between armed forces and militants, two army soldiers and a militant was killed. The slain militant was identified as Badar of JeM. In Shopian, police recovered throat-slit body of BJP 
youth leader in an orchard at Killoora area of Imam Sahib in Shopian district. The body was throat slit and there were cut marks on his face and near ear. The slain was identified as Gowhar Ahmad Bhat of Bonagam area of Shopian. While six CRPF soldiers were injured when militants attacked their convoy in Laizbal area of Anantnag district.  	
Nov 03: Army claimed that they killed a militant along the Line of Control in Kupwara’s Machil village during an infiltration bid from across the border. 
Nov 04: A policeman was killed in a militant attack in Rajpora in Pulwama district of south Kashmir. 
Nov 05: Army claimed it had killed two unidentified militants along LOC in Uri sector of north Kashmir’s Baramulla district.  
Nov 06: Three JeM militants and an army man has been killed in Aglar village of south Kashmir’s Pulwama district.  The slain militants were identified as Talha Rashid, a Pakistani, Mohammad Bhai and Waseem of Drubgam, Pulwama. Report said, while the encounter was going on the forces allegedly fired bullets and tear smoke shells at the protesting people near encounter site, leaving at least one youth with a bullet injury. The injured was identified as 22-year-old Muhammad Amir, a resident of Aglar Kandi. While a man was injured in a firing, allegedly by the troops, outside their camp along the Jammu-Srinagar highway in Banihal, Ramban district of Jammu and Kashmir, officials said. The injured Showkat Ahmad Nayak, working as a security guard of a construction company, was on his way home from work when he was allegedly fired upon by the Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) personnel near their camp at Chapnari at around 9.15 pm, they added. The incident sparked protests as the locals demanded action against the erring SSB personnel who fired at the man without any provocation. While the two militants that the army claimed were killed along Line of Control (LoC) in Kamalkote sector on November 5 in a brief gunfight, were buried near the TV tower at Uri.
Nov 07: Family of the one of the unidentified militants killed on November 5 along LOC in Uri claimed one of the slain was its relative. "One of the persons killed near the LoC was my uncle," said Mahmood Chara, a resident of Madya village in Kamalkote area of Uri. The slain Moazzam, along with his wife and younger brother, had crossed to Pakistan administered Kashmir in 1990 after militancy escalated in the area. Chara said he came to know about Moazzam's death from his niece who called him from Muzaffarabad last night and requested him to claim the body. SSP Baramulla Imtiyaz Hussain said they had no claimant for the bodies of the slain infiltrators. "Even if there is a claimant, we will go for a DNA test. If the test establishes the relation, we will hand over the body to them," he added.
Nov 08: Police recovered a bullet-ridden body of a middle-aged man at Brath village in the outskirts of Sopore town. The deceased was identified as Ghulam Mohiudiin Sheikh, son of Mohammad Ramzan Sheikh, 50, who was a resident of Edipora, Bomai.
Nov 09: A policeman was shot at and grievously injured by suspected militants in main town Anantnag. While CASO was conducted by armed forces in over dozen villages in Budgam district.  
Nov 10: Militants fired at a police vehicle in Qazigund area of Anantnag along Srinagar-Jammu highway. No damage was caused. While clashes erupted between protestors and armed forces at Hajin village of Bandipora in north Kashmir and Lassipora in south Kashmir during CASO. A police officer was injured at Meemander in Shopian when the house of MLA Shopian was stoned by youth. 
Nov 11: No incident of violence reported.
Nov 12: Clashes erupted between people and armed forces during a CASO in Rangmulla village of Pulwama district.  
Nov 13: Two militants of the Hizbul Mujahideen were killed in a brief gunfight with armed forces in Sultanpora area of Handwara in Kupwara district. The killed militants were identified as Toib Majeed Mir, son of Abdul Majeed Mir, resident of Brath Kalan Sopore; and Ashiq Hussain Bhat, son of Gulam Mohammad Bhat, resident of Palhallan area of Pattan tehsil, Baramulla district. After the encounter mobile internet services were suspended in Baramulla and Sopore. 
Nov 14: A militant and an army soldier were killed and a policeman injured during a gunfight in Qazigund area of Kulgam district. The identity of the slain militant was ascertained as Muzamil Manzoor of Badroo-Yaripora area of Kulgam.  Intense clashes erupted in the area soon after contact with the militants was established. Meanwhile in Tral town of Pulwama, a cordon and search operation ended peacefully in Laam area. In the wake of the encounter in Kulgam and the CASO in Tral, mobile internet services were suspended across south Kashmir from early morning. Broadband internet speed was also reduced by the government authorities. 
Nov 15: Cross LOC shelling in Qasba area of Shahpur sector along LOC in Poonch district.  
Nov 16: No incident of violence reported.
Nov 17: A militant and an SOG sub inspector were killed while a cop was injured in a brief encounter in Zakura area on the outskirts of Srinagar district. The slain militant was identified as Mugees Ahmad.    
Nov 18: Six Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) militants including LeT chief Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi’s nephew were killed in a gunfight in Hajin’s Chandargeer village. An Indian Air Force Garud commando was also killed and another army soldier was injured in the gunfight. One of the militants named Owaid son of Zaki-ur-Rehman Maki and nephew of Zaki-Ur- Rehman Lakhvi” (the alleged Mumbai attack mastermind), tweeted Director general of Police SP Vaid. He said the slain militants were from Pakistan. The other militants include Abdullah, Kitaal, Maviya and Owaid, nephew of Lakhvi. Police said that Mehmood was involved in the killing of BSF personnel in Hajin last month. All the six militants were buried in Gatamulla, Baramulla. 
Nov 19: Suspected militants hurled a grenade at a team of armed forces in Parimpora area of Srinagar. However, the blast didn’t causing any damage.  
Nov 20: A Hizbul Mujahideen militant was killed during a brief exchange of fire between armed forces and militants in Seer village of Tral in Pulwama. The slain militant has been identified as Adil Ahmad Chopan, a resident of Laraw Jageer village in Tral.
Nov 21: Three Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) militants were killed in a gunfight in Magam village of Handwara in Kupwara district. However their identities could not be ascertained. While a soldier was killed and two others injured in an encounter in Gujarpati, Zurhama village of Kupwara. In Bandipora, army resorted to aerial firing when its cavalcade was stones by the protestors  
Nov 22: One army soldier and an unidentified militant of LET were killed in an encounter in Keran village along LOC in Kupwara district. 
Nov 23: No incident of violence reported. 
Nov 24: Army resorted to aerial firing in Lurow village of Tral in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district to disperse the protesting youth. Protests erupted after the army men tried to remove the hoardings and banners of deceased Hizb militant, Adil Rashid in his native Lurow village of Tral. While body of the unidentified militant killed on November 22, army claimed, was recovered.  
Nov 25: The body of an Indian Army soldier who was abducted from his home in south Kashmir was recovered. Irfan Ahmad Dar son of Ghulam Mohammad Dar was a resident of Sensen village of Shopian district. Sources said that Dr was in Engineering Regiment of Army and was posted in Gurez. Dar was reportedly abducted from his native place and his dead body was recovered from Wothmulla village of the same Shopian district, police sources said.
Nov 26: Suspected militants hurled a grenade at the house Imtiyaz Yousuf Parrey son of the former counter insurgency commander Kuka Parrey in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district. No damage was caused. 
Nov 27: A CRPF man was injured when a group of unidentified youth hurled a petrol bomb at the paramilitary forces at SafaKadal in downtown. While three women were injured by pellets during clashes after forces launched a cordon-and-search operation in Hajin, Bandipora. Reports said, among the injured was a 22-year-old who was hit by pellets in her both legs. Two other women had minor pellet injuries.
Nov 28: A BSF soldier shot his colleague dead by “pumping nine bullets into his body” at the Border Security Force (BSF) Headquarter in Mardar locality of north Kashmir’s Bandipora district. While the cross LOC shelling took places between Indian and Pakistani armed forces in Rajouri, Jammu.  
Nov 29: The residents of Aglar Kandi village of Pulwama district protested against thrashing of some locals by armed forces. 
Nov 30: In two separate encounters in central and north Kashmir five militants were killed. In Budgam’s Pakherpora encounter, four JEM militants were killed and in Sopore encounter one LET militant died and an army commando was injured. During the Pakerpora encounter two civilians were injured when armed forces opened fire on protesters. One of the slain militants killed in Pakerpora was identified Shabir Ahmad Thokar of Thokar Mohalla, Pulwama while other three were, army claimed, were non-locals while the militant killed Sopore was identified as Muzamil, a foreigner, from Pakistan. 
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