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House of 6 militants ransacked relatives arrested in Shopian 
Residence of Devas Khaipora in Budgam alleged army ransacks their houses.  
Resident of three localities in Hajin town Bandipora alleged that the govt. forces beat them.  
Forces ransack houses in Tral village.

	These allegations against the army are not the exceptions. Besides killing the army is indiscriminately indulging in acts of vandalism. They have been randomly beating people smashing the windows of the houses and vehicles whoever they come across. In the beginning of the conflict when the firing or grenade throwing on forces was on, and in case of causality of the army they would respond by killing the civilians, passersby , standers by, shopkeepers any unlucky person who happens to be there. The disproportionate response by the army to the killing of the comrades, may be partly due to human reaction but now when we have the lowest no. of militants in the Kashmir. According to the official figures there are 200 no. of militants which govt. says it is a vestige of militancy notwithstanding the response of the army perceived as occupational force is increasingly resorting to the acts of vandalism. The army is conscience that they are an occupational force and they are in a territory where people are hostile to them and the crescendo of go –India go back, Azadi and sometimes even abusive slogans hurled at the army has frustrated them. The foot soldiers in army besides excessive duty hours are suffering from the disorders which they are bound in a war zone from last twenty seven years without neutralizing the militancy or solving the problem by military means. Five thousand soldiers have got killed thousands injured and hundreds have committed suicide, fratricidal killings are going on without any end. The frustration is also at the top by admitting that it is not a law and order problem but a proxy war and dirty war which is to be fought with innovative means. the military leadership is conscience that the morale of the army is sagging and  in a war the greatest of the military leaderships is to retain the morale of the army that is why any act by the army soldiers are condoned and there is complete impunity provided to the army. So the use of disproportionate force over the civilians is accepted and with the impunity granted by the corporate media who are making heroes of the army and considering army as a wholly cow who can do no wrong, criticizing army is anti-nation un patriotic and OGWS of terrorist and supporters of separatists. So converting the cricket fielding into the killing fields preventing ambulance carrying the injured civilian, preventing fire fighter to do their jobs, showering pellets and killing children’s are condoned. The other aspect of the collective humiliation of the kashmiris is that the new generations are further getting determined to hate soldiers which is evident during the different occasions when India is losing the matches with the rival party. Since the presence of the army is unprecedented in any conflict area during “peace times” and the army resorting to such collective punishment to the natives is likely to increase that too when an army the right wing generals are taking over marginalizing the professional soldiers as they believe on military solution and not on political social solution and they vehemently believe in the Doctrine of sub-conventional war fair of home department that is to break the will of the local people. But it is going to be counterproductive and it convinces us that authorities have learnt no lessons from the history. That according to our experience a significant constituency in Kashmir in the middle is joining the resistance due to the indiscrimination humiliation inflicted on the all and sundry in the valley. From last three years the army have been provided the moral impunity by the electronic media and it is increasing.   


Amir’s killing was end of a dream 

The Informative Missive 	1	October 2017

Nazir Ahmad Wani has been called twice to the police station in connection of killing of his son Amir Nazir Wani, on March 9, earlier this year by armed forces near encounter site at Padgampora, Awantipora. At first time he was given the FIR number but not the copy of the same and on second time he was merely told that his son’s case was forwarded to the DC office for ex gratia relief. 
In October, a researcher of The Informative Missive visited Amir’s house located at Begum Bagh, Kakapora in Pulwama district of south Kashmir to collect the details of Amir’s killing case. On time of researcher’s visit Nazir Ahmad was out of the house while Amir’s brother Bilal Ahmad was about to leave the house to appear in the examination. After a request Bilal agreed to talk to The Informative Missive but for short while.  
Amir was just 14 studying in 9th class. On March 8, 2017 in Padgampora, Awantipora an encounter started. The encounter continued till the morning of March 9. Since last year wherever there is an encounter, particularly in south Kashmir, youth assemble around the encounter sites, at many places tried to help the militants to escape by chanting slogans or by protesting.  [image: ]Courtesy: Family 

“On March 9 at around 9 am, Amir left his home without telling anybody where he was going.  The protests had already started at Golipora, 2 kms away from the encounter site,” Bilal stated. 
Golipora village is only 7 km away from Kakapora Amir’s native village.    
“We later learnt that Amir has also reached Golipora where he was shot by the armed forces. A bullet was shot in his neck by the forces deployed there. Many other boys who were on the spot were also injured. Since multiple armed forces agencies were deployed in the area so far we were unable to ascertain which agency has shot him,” twenty-two-year Bilal stated.    
As Amir fell on the ground some of the youth courageously took him to Primary Health Centre Kakapora. “The moment doctors have examined Amir he was declared dead. He might have died on the spot as the bullet has ripped apart his neck,” Bilal stated.
While this was going on Amir’s family has no idea. “We were unaware about Amir’s fate till his dead body arrived in the village. It came as a shock not only to the family but to the entire village. People were shell-shocked seeing over the killing of the boy,” the brother averred.
The brother further stated see how brute they (forces) were. “Killing a minor speaks enough about the state of mind of the perpetrators. How easily they (armed forces) killed my brother by pumping bullet in his small neck. Their intention was clearly to kill him, otherwise, they could have used other means to control the protests and could have saved a precious life,” the brother lamented.
 	Amir’s body was brought to his native village in a procession. After keeping it for a while at his home it was taken for last rites.  		While Bilal was talking to The Informative Missive his mother was listening all the conversation silently in another room. However, she chose not to come before the researcher as her health conditions were not well since Amir’s killing.
	“My parents have changed a lot after Amir’s killing in last few months. They hardly take any interest in social activities. They talk less and all the time it appears they are missing their son,” Bilal said while relating the conditions of his parents after Amir’s killing.
	Months’ after Amir’s killing, in August a divisional officer from police post Kakapora summoned Nazir Ahmad. Nazir along with his son Bilal and a village Numberdar Fayaz Ahmad Rather visited the police post.  On reaching there, they were told to visit Police Station Awantipora on the same day.  
At Police station, the police recorded Nazir Ahmad and Bilal’s statements.  “After taking our statements police gave us FIR number but not the copy of the FIR.  The FIR no. 26/2017 was filed u/s 307, 7/27, RPC.  Instead of filing the FIR against the perpetrators who killed my brother, the police FIR was against my brother,” Bilal said while expressing his shock over the FIR.  
Bilal stated that how conveniently the forces kill the boys and later police cover up the incident. 
Again in the month of October, Nazir was again summoned by police station Awantipora. There he was told that a case has been prepared for ex gratia relief under SRO-43.  According to the police the case was forwarded to Deputy Commissioner’s office Pulwama by the police itself.  The family has no information about the progress of the case.  
“We were unable to understand what police is doing with us. First they filed FIR against my brother and later they claimed they have forwarded case of ex gratia to the DC office,” Bilal said while wondering to solve the puzzle created by the police in the case. 
The family has given up the hope of fighting for justice in the case. It has no plan to take the case to the court. “Nothing will happen even if we will take the case to the court. Now people in Kashmir understand well that legal fight is merely a time wasting exercise,” Bilal said while rejecting to file the case against the perpetrators before any court.     
Amir was the youngest among three brothers and one sister.  According to his Bilal his brother has all the ingredients of a brilliant student and at the young age he was showing signs of that. “The forces didn’t kill an individual only but they kill a dream,” Bilal concludes.  

In Amir Latoo’s killing family identifies the perpetrator 

Even after over one year passed away, there is no FIR registered against the police official allegedly responsible for killing a young student and injuring another on July 11 last year. The boy Amir Nazir Latoo, a student at New Delhi was on vacation when he was targeted by a police officer, who was on duty to deal with the protests that erupted after the killing of Burhan Wani, a militant commander, on July 8. 
A researcher of The Informative Missive visited Amir’s house at Aladad Reshi, Bijbehara in south Kashmir’s Anantnag district to collect the case details and the circumstances in which the promising student was targeted. The researcher also managed to meet the injured boy Sajad who identifies the police official, who had targeted a gathering of boys of which he and Amir was also a part. 
 	Amir’s father Nazir Ahmad Latoo showed no sign of interest in taking the matter of his son killing to the court, as he strongly believes that justice seems impossible against state actors. “Tell me a single case where a perpetrator from armed forces was taken to justice. Hundreds of young boys and kids were killed by armed forces in last few years but chances of justice in these cases are not even in sight despite court cases and exhaustive efforts made by their families,” Nazir stated while rejecting to file a case against the person responsible for killing Amir.       [image: ]
Courtesy: Facebook

A few days after the killing of Burhan Wani, Amir Nazir Latoo was shot at near his home on the 11th of July 2016. The family, unlike majority of the victim families, has identified the police official responsible for killing Amir. Nazir said, then SHO, Bijebehara Arshid Khan, who is now posted in Sadder Police Station in Anantnag killed his son cold-bloodedly.    
On July 11, 2016, at around 2.30 pm, Amir went out of the house as he heard some commotion outside. Amir and some other boys gathered near the bank of river Jhelum. Noe of the boys were part of any protests. Across the river, CRPF and police personnel, including the SHO, were chasing behind boys who were protesting and pelting stones.
“Soon he (Amir) went out of his house we heard few gunshots. In the firing, Amir and another boy Sajad Ahmad Shah were injured. Eye witnesses (other boys gathered at the spot) say that the SHO got down from his jeep and snatched a gun from one CRPF personnel and shot at the boys from across the river,” Nazir stated while identifying the police official allegedly responsible for killing the boy. 
Immediately, both the boys were rushed to the Sub District Hospital in Bijbehara where from Amir was referred to SMHS hospital in Srinagar. “As Amir was being taken to Srinagar, the ambulance was attacked by CRPF. They beat everyone who was accompanying Amir including me and my brother, who also got injured. The also beat injured Amir further worsening his conditions,” Nazir averred. 
Within twenty-four hours Amir died on 12th of September 2016 in SMHS hospital at 2.30 am. The other boy Sajad survived and works in a medical store in Bijbehara
Amir was not a stone-pelter. He had been studying in Delhi for many years. He had returned to Bijbehara during vacation time. 
Instead of filing FIR against the perpetrator, police filed an FIR against Amir claiming that he was involved in stone pelting. “See the irony they (police) killed my son and to cover up the crime it filed a fabricated case against Amir declaring him a stone pelter,” Nazir Ahmad stated.    
Even after over a year has gone by family is yet to collect Amir’s death certificate from the concerned office.
	The Informative Missive also met Sajad Ahmad Shah, 23, son of Ghulam Mustafa of Bijbehara who was seriously injured in July 11 incident . Sajad was eager to share the details of the incident. He said, as many as twenty boys were standing near the river bank when the SHO targeted them. 
Sajad said, “I spotted Arshid Khan from across the river. We were a gathering of about twenty boys who had gathered near the river bank. Amir and I were standing on the edge and could clearly see the SHO. We saw him (SHO) took a gun from a CRPF person and fired at us.” 
	In the firing Sajad bullet on his left arm and left side of the abdomen and was treated for three months he was admitted in the hospital. 
“We were not pelting stones but were only doing hooting at the police. I recognized the SHO because I had seen him chasing behind a few boys when stone pelting was going on a few hours before the incident. I had seen the SHO getting down from his jeep, caught hold of a boy and dragged him to the jeep. I am sure that SHO Arshid Khan fired at us,” Sajad said while identifying the SHO who had fired at the boys. 
While describing the features of the SHO, Sajad said, “I can easily identify the SHO. He is a tall and strongly-built person and can be seen even from a distance.”  

Army not naming its soldiers accused of killing Tanveer  
Boy was targeted cold-bloodedly 

Oct 27:  A police investigation report prepared by the sub divisional police officer (SDPO) Magam submitted before the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) states the army is not revealing the names of its soldiers deployed at the time of killing of Tanveer Ahmed Sofi, who was shot dead on July 21 by soldiers of 53 Rashtriya Rifles. 
On July 21, Tanveer, a tailor, resident of Beerwah, Budgam was killed by the soldiers when he was on his way to a local Jamia Masjid at Beerwha market in Budgam district when some playing kinds burst an empty juice cartridge which triggered a bang. The explosion coincided with the passing of army vehicles. The soldiers without verifying the cause of the sound start beating the people and fired at two boys. Tanveer was fired by a Sikh soldier first in his thigh and then a pullet was pumped into his mouth. Tanveer has died there and then.  
According to Tanveer’s family while talking to The Informative Missive after killing Tanveer army made an unsuccessful attempt to project him a militant. However, after the stiff resistance from the locals the army design was thwarted. On July 21, the army and CRPF entered the graveyard, where the last rites of Tanveer was performed, and made an abortive attempt to plant a pistol on Tanveer’s and wants to capture photo of it. The mourners there showed stiff resistance and chased away the army and CRPF, who fired tear smoke shells.   
Police has filed a murder case into Tanveer’s killing case.   
While conducting its investigation the police recorded statements of some witnesses, and also of Mohammad Ibrahim Wani, the other person injured grievously in the army firing. Section 302 (murder) has been applied in the case of Tanveer Ahmed’s death, the police report said.
“Correspondence has been made with the army unit to provide a nominal roll of army personnel deployed at the time of incident, but same has not been provided yet,” the SDPO Magam stated in his report. He also said that the investigation is still in progress.
After examining the report, SHRC chairman Justice (Retd) Bilal Nazki directed the Deputy Commissioner (DC) Budgam and the Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Budgam to provide the case diary report and the post-mortem report at the next hearing.
According to eyewitnesses, the army’s 53 RR was on patrol when some playing kinds burst an empty juice packet triggering explosion like noise, the army without verifying the nature of the sound beat people and injured two persons including Tanveer. Tanveer later succumbed to his injuries. 
The locals said they apologised to the army but they were beaten mercilessly. The angry people then entered into an altercation with the army and youths started pelting army soldiers with stones. Tanveer, who was coming down from his shop at this time, fell prey to one of the bullets that the army fired on people.
The army issued a statement saying its patrol party came under heavy stone-pelting by a mob.
The army’s self-defence theory was rejected by Tanveer’s family as his uncle Mohammad Sanaullah Wani witnessed his nephew’s killing.  The Informative Missive researcher could not be able to talk to Sanaullah as he had gone somewhere at the time of this researcher’s visit; therefore, what he witnessed was related by Tanveer’s mother. 
Sanaullah has told Tanveer’s family the moment the sound was heard, a passing army vehicles came to screeching halt and soldiers on board jumped out of their vehicles.  The soldiers beat up the shopkeepers without ascertaining the reasons of the sound. Thereafter, as per Sanaullah’s statement made to Tanveer’s family, the soldiers took positions, as they normally took during encounters, and started firing few live ammunition shots. Among the soldiers, one Sikh army man, who was quite conspicuous by his appearance, targeted Tanveer with clear intent to kill him. The Sikh soldier, according to Sanaullah statement, first fired at Tanveer’s thigh and then fired another bullet into his mouth which caused his death then and there.  In the firing another civilian of Goripora, Beerwah received bullet in his shoulder.  

Two minors killed in LOC firing

Oct 02: Two minors were killed and 12 civilians injured in cross-border shelling by Pakistan along the LoC in Poonch district of Jammu and Kashmir, a senior government official said.
Five children were among the injured, the youngest being five-year-old Zobia Kousar who was airlifted to a hospital in Jammu in a helicopter.
 “A nine-year-old boy and a 15-year-old girl were killed and 12 others were injured in the Pakistani shelling and firing. Two of the critically injured persons were airlifted to Government Medical College Hospital Jammu for specialised treatment,” Zargar said.
The deceased have been identified as Asrar Ahmad of Mohallha Qasba and Yasmeen Akhtar of Kerma village of Dighwar.
He said two more seriously injured persons were shifted to a hospital in Jammu, while eight others were undergoing treatment at the district hospital.
Ten of the injured were from Dighwar sector, while two others received splinter injuries in Kerni sector, the police spokesman said.
The district development commissioner said Dighwar was the worst-hit in the shelling which sparked panic among the people.
However, he said the residents are reluctant to migrate from the affected villages and have moved to safer places within their villages.
The district administration has rushed ambulances to the affected villages to evacuate the injured who were also provided immediate relief of Rs 5000 from the Red Cross fund.
Zargar said the government has started construction of 40 community bunkers along the LoC for the safety of civilians.
“Work on construction of 40 underground community bunkers has started all along the LoC including areas which were hit by Pakistan this morning,” he said adding the project is expected to be completed in the shortest possible time.
Till August 1, there were 285 incidents of cross LOC shelling between Indian and Pakistani forces while in 2016, the number was significantly less at 228 for the entire year, according to Army figures.

Man’s throat slit, note found on body

Oct 18: In an apparent revenge killing by militants, the body of a man who was seen accompanying army men at Gattipora village, where three Hizb militants were recently killed, was found with its throat slit in Wathoo village of Shopian. The district’s top police officer, however, said that the deceased, Aijaz Ahmad Lone of Gattipora village, was an Over Ground Worker (OGW) of Hizb and the Hizb militants who were killed in Gattipora were hiding in his house.
According to local sources, Aijaz had been seen in a video accompanying army on the day of the encounter at Gattipora.
A handwritten note was found upon the body. It read, “Revenge for the killing of three militants (their names mentioned) who were killed in the Gattipora encounter.” The note further read, “It is the start of revenge and we are warning everyone. We have names of all people who are informing police and army and we are giving them last chance to refrain from their mistakes or be ready for death.”
This reporter was not able to ascertain the authenticity of the note.
Senior Superintendent of Police Shopian, SA Dinkar, told media that Aijaz was a resident of Gattipora and an Over Ground Worker of the Hizbul Mujahideen. “During the Gattipora encounter, the militants were hiding in his house. Militants from Hizb outfit also killed him,” he said.
Asked about the video in which Aijaz was seen with army men, the SSP said, “I have not seen that video.”

Woman killed, sister wounded by gunmen in Tral

Oct 22: A woman was killed and her sister wounded after unidentified gunmen shot at them in Seer village of Tral in Pulwama district on Sunday. As per police reports, the incident took place at about 12:30pm, inside the house of the sister in Seer village.
The slain woman has been identified as Yasmeena, daughter of Ghulam Rasool Bhat, resident of Khunmoh area on the outskirts of Srinagar city. Yasmeena was in Seer visiting her sister when the attack took place.
The injured woman has been identified as Ruby Jan, wife of Muhammad Shafi Wagay, resident of Seer, Tral. Ruby and Yasmeena, as per reports, are sisters.
“The militants barged into their house and fired several rounds at the women, killing one and injuring the other,” a senior police official from Tral said.
The official blamed Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) militants for the shootout.
The women were immediately rushed to the Tral sub-district hospital (SDH), where Yasmeena was declared brought dead with bullet injuries in her abdomen.
“Ruby had a bullet wound in her leg. She has been shifted to a Srinagar hospital for specialised treatment,” a doctor at SDH Tral told media.

Mendhar family alleges army bullet injured their son

Oct 06:  A youth was injured with bullets which his family members allege was fired by the Indian armed forces.
The civilian identified as Mohammed Yasir (18) son of Mohammed Shafiq of Balnoi was cutting grass for cattle with his family members on their fields close to Line of Control (LoC), as per the family members.
Even as there was cease fire violation in Digwar and Shahpur areas on LoC in Poonch, but Balnoi area close the Line of Control was peaceful, said the victim family.
They said that when the family members were busy in cutting grass, one bullet hit their son and he fell down. 
The bullet hit leg, said one of the family members, while wishing not to be quoted. 
He told media “Indian army allegedly fired towards the youth and he was wounded. Immediately after the civilian injured in single fire, the army personnel rushed there and they shifted him to their health centre at Balnoi.”
They further said that when driver approached the army so that the injured youth could be shifted for specialized treatment, the army denied of having any injured youth in their health centre.
“The family members then approached the SDM Mendhar who made a phone call following which the injured youth was handed over to the family members and they admitted in SDH Mendhar for specialized treatment,” informed family members, while saying that “the unwanted behavior of army was suspicious and it shows something is fishy”.
An elderly person in the family told Rising Kashmir that Pak posts in their village falls below Indian positions, while Indian army was guarding posts on hills.
“Even if Pakistan army fires across the LoC, the bullet cannot travel upward and then turns down ward from the mountain to hit anyone,” the elderly person alleged.
They said that the army had fired on the civilian in which the youth was wounded critically and it should be investigated who has done it.

Widespread Braid-chopping, people blame state
Police say no evidence to initiate inquiry  

The people of Kashmir believed that there was nothing mysterious about the braid choppers who targeted women to chop of their braids. As many as over hundred cases of braid chopping were reported in last over a month’s time. Actually the braid chopping incidents has started in the month of September, however, the frequency of such incidents increases in the month of October throwing Kashmiri population in a tizzy. There were incidents which indicate the involvement of the armed forces agencies behind the braid chopping. The braid chopping was chilly reminder of early 1990s when mysterious ghosts used to haunt the civilian populating during nights. Many believe the braid chopping was another part of the state design but this time in a different way.  The braid chopping was not restricted to a particular place or area but spread across Kashmir from north to south to central Kashmir and even in Srinagar district.
At various places, people alleged wherever they were able to caught hold of the assailants (braid choppers) the army and police suddenly appear to rescue the persons. Many people were injured in armed forces actions.   
The unabated braid chopping incidents has injected deep fear among people. Majority of the women folk chose to take a male member along whenever they have to move out of their houses. The incidents also hit the education of girl students many of whom chose not to go colleges and schools for fear of being targeted.  
	Nevertheless, by the end of this month the braid chopping incidents has substantially declined to zero. The police’s lacklustre approach in acting against the braid choppers has buttressed the peoples’ doubt against the state agencies.    
The failure of police to act and nab the braid choppers gave birth to vigilante mobs in towns and villages who have caught and severely beaten up many innocent people suspecting them to be the alleged braid choppers. Not only the locals, some tourists had to face the ire. Two tourists from Delhi and Gurgaon were mercilessly thrashed in Ganderbal area after they were mistaken for braid choppers. 
A 70-year-old man was killed after a brick was hurled at him in Anantnag district of south Kashmir. Vigilantes mistook the man who had went out of house to answer the call of nature as a braid chopper.
	Earlier, the psychologists and police have termed braid chopping incidents as mass hysteria for the braid-chopping incidents. They reason that thousands of such incidents have been reported from various parts of India and mass hysteria has been found to be the reason. Quoting a case of a teenage girl in Baramulla, they said that the girl was suffering from a psychiatric disorder and that led to the chopping of her hair. However, women on the other hand say that their hair was cut after somebody sprayed a chemical on their face that knocked them unconscious.
The situation created after the braid chopping incidents caused nervousness in non-local labourers. Hundreds of non-local labourers fled the valley much before their schedule time. Normally, non-local labourers leave valley in the month of December. 
On October 4, the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) has taken serious note of braid-chopping incidents and directed the Civil and Police Administration to submit compliance report within 2 weeks.
	The SHRC made issued these orders while hearing a petitions filed by local activists.
	Chairperson SHRC Justice (retd) Bilal Nazki issued separate notices to IGP Kashmir, Divisional Commissioner Kashmir and all district magistrates of Kashmir and directed them to submit compliance report “with regard to braid-chopping incidents in Kashmir.”
	Chairman SHRC directed police department to initiate a time-bound enquiry into such incidents, Untoo said. 
One day strike was observed in Kashmir on the call of pro-freedom leadership against the widespread braid chopping incidents. 
The Informative Missive talked to different people to know how they see the incidents of braid chopping. “It seems a well-planned state strategy to inject fear among masses. It has also been seen as an attack on our women folk to demoralise us”, Ashiq Bhat, a local stated. 
	A girl on conditions of anonymity stated, “The police is well- equipped with advance technology and nabbing a braid chopper for them is as walking in the park. Ironically, instead of taking action against the culprits it (police) blames the victims and call for lie detection test. Shocking.” 
	The Informative Missive herein, chronologically, reproduces the incidents of braid chopping as reported in the media: 
Oct 01, massive protests rocked Bonpora area of Batamaloo Srinagar after a woman alleged that unknown persons barged into her house and chopped off her braid.
“Some unknown persons entered into a residential house of a person and poured some spray at the face of his wife Bilquees, leaving her partially unconscious. They later cut her braid and fled,” a group of protestors alleged.
Confirming the incident, station house officer Batamaloo, Pervez Ahmed said that the victim family showed the portion of the braid that had been cut. “We have registered a case and investigations have been taken up,” he said.
Meanwhile, police said that in Shopian district, the braid of a girl from Manihel, Batpora area was cut by some unknown persons.
“In another incident, the braid of another young woman was also cut at Safangari, Zainapora, Shopian,” a police source said.
  Two separate cases have been registered and investigations taken up, the police said.
Oct 01, in Kulgam protests erupted as unidentified people appeared in Nihama village of Kulgam district and chopped the braid of a mother of three children. The victim was shifted to Public Health Centre Nihama for treatment. A massive protest against braid cutting was taken out by hundreds of women in Nowgam area in the outskirts of Srinagar city.
An elderly woman of Bongam, Nowgam, claimed that three masked men tried to enter into her house. However, she sounded alarm forcing them to flee from the spot. The women folk hit the streets as word spread that one of the culprits have been arrested by police.
Fresh braid chopping incident was also reported from Kakawring village of Charar-e-Sharif in Central Kashmir’s Budgam district. Police identified the victim as Nusrat Bano wife of Bilal Ahmed Thokar. “We have registered a case vide FIR number 93/2017 under section 451, 328, 354 RPC and investigation has been started to nab the culprits,” officials said. Reports said that the braid of woman identified as Asmat Jan was also chopped off at Chrarlipora Padshahi Bagah.
As per reports scores of people also hit the road at Lal Chowk in Anantang and clashed with police, who retaliated with tear-smoke shells. The clashes soon spread to other areas of the town including Achabal bus stand and old town localities of Reeshi Bazar. 
Director General of Police, Dr S P Vaid said that the police is taking steps to investigate the incidents.
Oct 02, three incidents of braid chopping incidents have been reported in Shopian villages since October 1.
In Manihal Batapora, a young woman was reportedly attacked and her braid was chopped by “unidentified masked men”.
She was later shifted to district hospital for treatment. The second incident took place at Safanagri village, where another woman was reportedly attacked by some unknown persons and a small portion of her braid was chopped.
According to locals, the woman was working in her orchard, and was accompanied by her nine-year-old son, whose cries brought neghbouring farmers to her rescue. Block Medical Officer Zainapora, Abdul Gani Raina confirmed the incident and said that the woman was a psychiatric patient and a very little portion of her braid was chopped off.
The third incident at Laddi village where a braid of a 16-year-old girl was chopped. She was referred to sub district hospital for treatment.
Two failed attempts have also been reported from Losedenow and Wach villages.
Another incident was reported from Drach village of Pulwama. Sayima Jan, 13, daughter of Abdul Quyoom Bhat was reportedly attacked be unidentified with a liquid spray at a canal near her home. She was unconscious when shifted to Pulwama hospital. The incident took place around 6 pm.
Villagers and police jointly foiled the braid chopping attempt on a girl in Hajin on October 2 evening. Reports said the 11th-standard student had a narrow escape when she was emptying a dust bin outside her home.
A relative of the girl said that a man accompanied with a burqa wearing woman threw something towards her after which she fell unconscious. As locals suspected something fishy and rushed to her help, the attackers managed to escape from the scene. The girl has been shifted to hospital for treatment, while police has started investigation into the matter.
Oct 03, braid chopping scare continues in south Kashmir with more incidents being reported from several areas. 
In Chak Hussain Abad locality of Seer Hamdan town in Anantnag district, few alleged braid choppers were chased by the locals on Oct 2 evening after they tried to attack a teenage girl outside her house.
“Couple of men while emerging from the darkness grabbed the wrist of a girl as she went out to go into the washroom. This girl kicked the attackers and raised an alarm which attracted our attention and everyone rushed out of the houses and chased the attackers. We saw them getting into an army vehicle with our own eyes. We called other people living on the main road about the incident and asked them to obstruct the way of this vehicle, however intense firing by the army men forced the people to run to the safer places,” said an eyewitness.
Announcements were made on mosque loudspeakers as hundreds of locals hit the streets to protest against this incident.
“At around 10 pm on October 2, I received a call from one of my friends living in Chak Hussain Abad locality, which lies some 2.5 kilometers away from main Seer Hamdan area. He informed that an army vehicle had fled from their locality along with couple of braid choppers. The news spread in our locality like a wild fire and within seconds everyone was out on the streets waiting for the army vehicle to come out of the locality as the main highway was the only route for this truck. Within moments this speeding truck arrived at the main highway and everyone pelted stones on it while the windshield of this vehicle broke away. The army men responded by firing more than a hundred rounds in air to make an escape from the spot, luckily everyone among us escaped unhurt in this incident,” said a local.
In Pulwama’s Drabgam area, locals caught hold of couple of men whom they suspected of being the braid choppers. The locals thrashed and beat them up severely only to find out that the caught duo were actually the fruit merchants who had come to buy the apples from that area.
Oct 4, the residents of Bemina and Khanyar areas in Srinagar took to streets against the “mysterious braid cutting incidents’’ which have gripped Kashmir.
In Khanyar women staged a strong protest after a woman’s braid was “mysteriously chopped by some unknown men” in Kaw Mohalla area. 
The protestors chanted anti-government slogans and blocked the road at Khanyar that triggered traffic chaos. They were demanding arrest of the culprits.
People also protested over the mysterious braid cutting of a woman from Wanbal locality of Nowgam. 
People assembled in large numbers in the area and protested against the incident and demanded immediate arrest of braid cutters.
Protests also erupted in Nundresh colony of Bemina after residents nabbed two braid chopper suspects. 
As the news spread, residents took to roads and staged protests against the braid chopping. However, the men managed to slip away amid protests.
There was however, no confirmation about the alleged braid choppers carrying arms. 
A police spokesman said some people at Nundresh Colony of Bemina this afternoon nabbed two suspected braid choppers. 
“After receiving information of the incident, police immediately rushed to spot to arrest the suspects. How people assembled in large number there instead of handing over custody of culprits to the police facilitated the escape of suspects from the spot,” he said.
The spokesman said an FIR 158/2017 was registered at police station Batamaloo and further investigation taken up.
Earlier, braids chopping incidents attempts were reported from Batamaloo area and Nowgam areas of Srinagar. 
Oct 05, protests erupted in Baghat area of uptown Barzulla locality here after a woman narrated to her family that two persons chopped off her hair locks.
	Family told media that the victim (name withheld) was outside her home in Chinar Colony Baghat to empty a garbage bin when two men, not wearing any mask, approached her and cut her hair before fleeing from the spot on a bike.
	“They fled from the spot immediately on a bike after chopping off her hair,” said victim’s husband.
	According to him, the woman was alone and there was no one around when the incident took place.
	“She was unconscious when people saw her. We immediately rushed to hospital for treatment,” said the husband.
	As soon as the news of the incident spread in the area, people came on roads and held dharna on Bhagat Barzulla road.
Sharing details with media, Dr Khurshid Alam Wani said: “Two Kashmiri-speaking youth scaled the wall of the house of our neighbor and cut the hair of a minor girl within the compound of her house.”
October 10, braid-chopping incidents were reported in Srinagar, Ganderbal, Bandipora, Sopore and Budgam districts. 
An incident was reported from Sumbal area of Bandipora district where, according to a witness, the braid of a 27-year-old woman was chopped off in Wangipora area.
“The woman was in the washroom when two unknown persons sprayed something on her, knocking her unconscious. Her family members found her unconscious and her hair chopped off,” the witness said. “She was taken to community health center Sumbal in an unconscious state.”
Three incidents of braid chopping were reported in Ganderbal district since October 9 evening.
Locals told media that braid of a teenage girl was chopped off at Kujar area on Sunday evening, triggering protests. They said that the girl was hospitalised, but discharged later.
In another incident, braid of a class 9 student was chopped off at Arhama early October 9 morning. Her family members said that the victim was found unconscious with her braid chopped off in her room.
Meanwhile, the third such incident was reported from Waliwar area where the braid of a teenage girl was chopped off mysteriously.
A police official said that they have taken up investigations into these incidents, but sought people’s cooperation to crack the cases.
Braid of a 30-year-old woman was found mysteriously chopped off at Seer Jagir village in Sopore area on October 10, residents said.
They said that the victim and her mother-in-law were alone at their home when the incident happened. 
Station house officer, Tarzoo police station, said: “We have started investigations.”
Braid of 16-year old girl was chopped off at Sheikhpora Wathora in Budgam district, locals said.
They said that the victim was attacked by a woman who sprayed some chemical at her before cutting her braid. As the word about the incident spread, people took to the streets and blocked Chadoora-Srinagar road for nearly two hours. They alleged that the police have failed to nab the culprits.
October 11, the braid chopping incident at Batamaloo, Srinagar this morning sparked protests in the area. 
The protesters mostly women assembled outside JVC Hospital Bemina and accused police of saving the suspects while thrashing those who raise their voice against these unabated incidents. 
The fresh braid chopping incident was also reported from Karnalbagh, Samboora area of South Kashmir’s Pulwama district.
Locals said that a biker appeared during morning hours and chopped braid of a young girl. 
The incident agitated people, who disrupted traffic on Srinagar-Pulwama road and demanded action against culprits.
In Malapora area of Pulwama district, the braid of a young girl was chopped off this afternoon, sparking protest in the area.
The braid chopping incident was also reported from Bandi area of Uri, where hair of an 18-year-old girl was chopped by unknown persons when she had gone to a washroom outside her home in the early hours of the day. 
Meanwhile, a police spokesman said police has arrested two miscreants for floating the rumours about rag pickers as braid choppers.
“On October 9, some miscreants floated a rumour that four rag pickers from outside J&K, who were roaming nearby at village Gandbal, Lasjan, were braid choppers,” he said.
He said they were surrounded by a mob, who started abusing and beating them. “Police intervened and rescued all the four rag pickers”.
A case FIR number 116/2017 under section336, 353, 341 was registered and investigation of the case was taken up, the spokesman said.
He said during the investigation, two rumour mongers namely Tawseef Ahmad Dar son of Zahoor Ahmad Dar resident of Padshahi Bagh Srinagar and Mir Musadiq son of Fayaz Ahmad Mir resident Lasjan have been arrested. “Further investigation is going on”
Police also arrested a man on charges of spreading a rumour about the death of a girl after a braid-chopping incident in Habbakadal area of the city, a police spokesman said.
The miscreant, identified as Abid Hussain Saudagar, was traced and arrested from Arampora locality in Nawakadal area, he said.
"The police has arrested a rumour-monger who had spread the rumour about the death of a girl," the spokesman said.
	He said the rumour had spread like a "wild fire" last evening.
Oct 13, the incidents of braid chopping continue to haunt people with three more cases reported across Kashmir.
Incidents were reported from Sopore and Bandipora in north Kashmir and Batamaloo in Srinagar.
In Sopore, unknown men allegedly chopped braid of a woman in Khushal Matoo area early morning, when the victim was busy with her routine work. 38-year-old victim’s braid was cut before she was “knocked down to unconsciousness.”
“If police can arrest thieves, stone pelters and militants why can’t police arrest these braid cutters?” asked a family member. 
Following the incident, people poured on the main chowk and staged a protest demonstration. According to eye-witnesses police fired tear smoke shells to disperse the protestors. They said minor clashes erupted after Friday prayers near police station Sopore and police used tear smoke shells to disperse the stone-pelters. The area observed shutdown and movement of traffic was affected as the Srinagar bound vehicles took alternate routes to reach Sangrama on Srinagar-Baramulla National Highway.
Another incident of braid chopping was reported from Ajas area of Bandipora as unknown men chopped the braid of a 35-year-old woman when she was in a wash room. In Srinagar’s Batamaloo area a fresh braid chopping incident was reported at S D colony.
38 year old was going to bring the vegetables for lunch when she was caught by the braid chopper and her hair was cut off. “My throat was strangulated with rope and someone started punching and beating me ruthlessly. I tried to resist but only to get knocked down on the roof and I became unconscious,” she said and added, “a long portion of my hair was cut off.”
it was the fifth braid chopping incident in Batamaloo area in last fortnight forcing people to spend “sleepless nights.” Nearly 100 such incidents have been reported in Kashmir so far.
In SD colony, local groups ask residents to participate in patrolling the streets during nights to keep the braid cutters away from the area. There have been incidents of beating of braid choppers by people in Kashmir and police have registered over a dozen cases against these groups. Non-locals or strangers often become victim of these vigilante groups. 
In a latest such incident, three lady beggars, who were mistaken as braid choppers, were rescued by Srinagar police from Babademb area. 
“Police received an information regarding the capturing of three ladies (two unmarried girls and one married lady with a lactating baby) by some locals in Babademb area of old city of Srinagar,” police spokesman said.
Police rushed to the spot and took the ladies to the office of the sub divisional police officer (SDPO) Mahraj Gunj. “The ladies were in tremendous fear and shock and were weeping bitterly.”
Out of them an elderly lady said that they are from Nagrota Jammu. “There has been every possible cooperation from the locals,” police said.
Meanwhile, as the police investigation is underway the investigating officers would conduct lie detection test of victims. 
“Investigation is going on and police would conduct lie detection test of victims as and when required,” said a police officer. 
“As and when required during an investigation, if the need arises for lie detection test in any particular case of braid chopping, it will be done. But, the test would not be conducted in general,” said the police officer.
Lie detection test is based on questioning techniques supported by technology that records physiological functions to ascertain truth and false in response.
On Oct 14, Panic gripped Saffron town Pampore following a braid chopping incident, first in the town.
Hinna, 40, wife of Mohammad Ashraf Bhat of Namblabal Pampore was allegedly attacked by burqa clad persons inside her home at Namblabal Pampore on Saturday evening, family said.
As per the victim, she was sweeping the lawn when an unknown person came from the backside and threw spray on the victim’ face.
She was immediately shifted to Sub District hospital Pampore and was discharged after treatment.
The news of the braid chopping attack created panic in the town, and scores of people reached the residence of the victim and hospital and held a protest demonstration.
Police also rushed to the hospital and started investigation.
A case has been registered in this regard, police officials said.
Oct 15, an incident was reported in Rangparistan locality of Rainawari in the early afternoon. Babar Ahmad, a resident, told media that a man wearing a mask and black cloak was found in a house where most of the family members were women. A member of the family shouted for help to fellow neighbours after a person hiding in a corner was spotted, he said
“She raised a hue and cry. By the time locals came for help, the person had left, following which searches among the surrounding houses took place. Locals, mostly youngsters, were holding bricks, stones and sticks in their hands as they searched for around an hour, but no one was found,” Ahmad said.
Locals of Rainawari areas of Rangparistan, Saidpora, Surtang, Naidyar, and Channa Mohallah have been on toes for many days and nights as rumours about the presence of braid choppers have spread.
An incident of braid chopping also took place at Malbagh, Botshah mohallah Lal Bazar. A local of Lal Bazar said that some gold ornaments which the women was wearing were stolen after her hair was chopped. When no was found, the area observed the shutdown, a local said.
Residents of Lal Bazar, Umar Colony, Habak, Zakura, Elahi Bagh and Buchpora areas said that they have had sleepless nights since a week. The Superintendent of Police Hazratbal did not respond to repeated calls from this newspaper.
Reports from Ganderbal said a fresh braid chopping incident sparked protest in Wanipora, Saloora, area on Oct 15. An unknown person chopped off the braid of a 7th class girl (name with held) in Wanipora area, reports said.
A third case of braid chopping was reported from Sopore area of Baramulla district. A 30-year-old married girl from Kaushal Matoo locality was sprayed by some unknown person on her face in her house, and her braid cut.
This was the second incident reported from Kaushal Matoo locality in the past week.
According to reports, the braid chopper entered the victim’s house through the third floor and grabbed the girl (name withheld), sprayed her face, cut her braid, and escaped. The locals of the area searched for the braid chopper but they were not able to catch him. The incident took place around 3pm.
Later the victim was shifted to Sopore sub-district hospital for treatment.
Oct 16, violent clashes in Maisuma area near city centre Lal Chowk occurred soon after the hair of a woman was allegedly cut by unknown persons.
Local youths, several of them with masks on their faces, came out on the streets and asked shopkeepers to close their shutters. Then they hurled bricks and stones at the government forces deployed at Maisuma Chowk.
Protests erupted in Sheeri area of Baramulla after the hair of a girl was cut, the second such incident in the last three days. The incident happened when the girl was in the courtyard of her house. The girl was rushed to the Public Health Centre Sheeri in an unconscious state.
	Three incidents of hair-cutting were reported from three different areas of Sopore, while another attempt of was foiled in Noor-Bagh area.
	The first incident was reported from Ningli area of the town. Unknown persons sneaked into the house of Mohammad Maqbool Dar and cut off his wife’s hair. The family of the victim told media that unknown persons cut the hair of the 50-year-old woman.
In the second incident in Sopore, unknown persons barged into the house of Naseer Ahmad Dar in Shiva area and cut the hair of his wife.
The third incident was reported in Unto-Humam area of the town where the hair of a 20-year-old girl was cut. The girl, according to her mother, was found in an unconscious state after her screams were heard by her mother. The attacker, according to the mother, had managed to cut some portion of the girl’s hair.
Oct 17, people in Kupwara and Ganderbal thrashed army soldiers accusing them as braid choppers.
In Redi village in Chokibal in north Kashmir’s Kupwara district, residents caught and thrashed a Territorial Army (TA) soldier after a fresh braid-chopping incident. In a similar incident in Akhal Kangan in Ganderbal district, government forces used force to rescue three army soldiers of 24 Rashtriya Rifles after people thrashed them and held them hostage.
According to reports, unknown men chopped off the braid of a young girl in Redi and fled the spot. The girl’s family members started an immediate man hunt along with other villagers, however, and caught a local army man belonging to a TA unit, who the locals are alleging is the man involved in the crime.
Later a team of Kupwara police reached the spot and tried to motivate people to maintain calm, but the angered people not only thrashed the army man they had apprehended, but also hurled stones and rocks at the police, resulting in clashes. Two policemen among four people received injuries.
Oct 18, braid cutting incidents triggered protests and clashes in several parts of Kashmir. 
Clashes erupted in Mehjoor Nagar in Srinagar after the braid of a woman was cut by unidentified miscreants, said a local Farooq Ahmed Dar.
He said the incident created panic in the area. Youth took to the streets and clashed with government forces. Protests and clashes led to the area observing a shutdown.
“Forces resorted to aerial firing and lobbed teargas shells to disperse the protesters, who retaliated with stones, triggering clashes which continued for many hours,” Dar said.
	Protest erupted in Chattabal area in Srinagar against an overnight braid cutting incident. Large number of women took to the streets and raised anti-government and anti-police slogans, a local Nadeem Ahmed said.
He said, “A miscreant barged into the secluded house of Bilal Ahmed Gojri. The miscreant attacked Gojri’s wife but he confronted them. He lost balance and fell down on the ground. He suffered injuries and is unable to move,” Ahmed said.
The protesters mostly women amid slogans castigated government for failing to protect the honour and dignity of women folk.
Panic gripped in Dandarkhah area of Batamalloo when the braid of a woman was chopped off. Reports said that people found the victim unconscious with her braid cut and she was immediately rushed to SMHS hospital for treatment, a local Ghulam Muhammad said.
 	In Baramulla, three army men were allegedly thrashed by locals in Sheeri area of Baramulla after being accused of being braid choppers, a witness said.
He said three army men in plain clothes were questioned by locals after they were found "moving suspiciously". “They were thrashed by the locals after checking their identity cards,” the witness added.
A police official said, "Miscreants thrashed the trio before they were rescued.” He said that an FIR has been registered and investigation taken up.
A police spokesman said, “Three army men while travelling in a passenger bus were thrashed after being deboarded  from the bus by miscreants  near Sherri  Baramulla this morning.”
	He said that the Army men posted in Kichama Sheeri were on way to Baramulla. He said, "An FIR has been registered in the matter and investigation has been taken up.
In Budgam, two more incidents of braid chopping were reported in Budgam district.
According to locals braid of a 22-year old girl was chopped by some unknown persons in Shamshabad village.
Another braid chopping incident was reported from Iqbal Colony Khansahab where a girl student was attacked in the courtyard of her house. "She was attacked by some unknown person. As she tried to raise an alarm she was hit in the head and her mother found her laying unconscious with her braid cut," Majid, a local resident said.
	He added that only 3-days back a girl was attacked in the same locality. The girl had foiled the braid chopping attempt.
	A special police officer Bashir Ahmad was thrashed by people in Beerwah after being accused of being a braid chopper, police later rescued the person.
In Kulgam, Kangan, reports from Kulgam district said the braid of a 13 year old student was chopped off by unidentified miscreants.
Eyewitnesses said that people ran after the suspect but he managed to escape. “We were mulling to register a massive protest against this overnight incident, but our village was cordoned off by Army who conducted a search operation here,” said a local from Zangalpora Kulgam.
A braid chopping incident took place at Lari Preng Kangan in Ganderbal district on Oct 18 evening.
Husband of the victim said that the braid of her wife was chopped off when she was sitting in the first floor of her house. “Unknown persons entered the room and chopped her braid,” he said. The victim was rushed to sub-district hospital Kangan.
Dr Adil Ashraf who examined the victim told media that the he found major part of her braid chopped during medical examination.
Oct 18, at least five people, including an elderly woman, were injured in army firing on people protesting against the ‘braid chopping’ of a local woman here in Wulerhama village of Pahalgam, in Anantnag district.
The locals had pelted stones at the army, accusing them of shielding a ‘braid chopper’ about to be captured by locals who chased after him.
The injured people have been identified as Zahid Ahmad Mir, son of Gulzar Ahmad; Zahoor Ahmad Jan, son of Muhammad Anwar; Irshad Ahmad Bhat, son of Muhammad Ibrahim; Farooq Ahmad Khanday, son of Ghulam Nabi and Mokhti Begum, wife of Ghulam Muhammad Magray – all residents of Wulerhama.
Doctors at Anantnag district hospital, where they were treated, said only Mukhti had a pellet injury.
“The rest of them had bullet injuries. Two had minor injuries, but two of them had to be operated upon. All of them are stable, though,” a doctor told Kashmir Reader.
The incident, as per reports, took place at about 7 am on. The locals told media that some unidentified person had cut off the hair of a married woman in Sofipora locality of the village, following which she had raised a hue and cry.
“The alert villagers all came out and were chasing the suspect when all of a sudden an army vehicle appeared from nowhere and the suspect leaped into the vehicle to save himself,” said eyewitnesses who had accompanied the injured in Anantnag.
They said that the locals were furious as it was evident that the army was shielding the ‘braid chopper’.
“The angry locals pelted stones at the army vehicle. The army men in turn fired indiscriminately at us,” the villagers alleged.
SDPO, Pahalgam, Javaid Iqbal told media that the locals had assembled following the ‘braid chopping’ and started to pelt stones as soon as they saw an army vehicle passing by.
“The army opened fire at the protestors, leaving five people injured,” Iqbal said.
Oct 19, the braid of another girl in Uri area was reportedly cut inside her house. Reports said that 21-year-old Gulshan, daughter of Mohammad Maqbool Najar, resident of Pehlipora Uri, was inside her home when some unknown persons barged into the house and curt off her braid. The family of the girl said that her father, brother and other male family members had gone to the nearby mosque for evening prayers when the attack took place.
Suspected braid choppers attacked a 22-year-old girl at her home in Beerwah Tehsil of Budgam district.
Reports said that the braid of the girl was found cut mysteriously at Beerwah Tehsil of Budgam district. This a second attack on the said girl.
She was rushed to Sub District Hospital Beerwah where from she was referred to a hospital in Srinagar.
In the similar incident at Gopalpora Alamdar Colony in Chadoora sub-division of the district, an aged woman was attacked at her home and her braid was chopped off.
Another incident of braid chopping was reported from Zewan area of Srinagar. Braid of a minor girl was cut by unknown persons inside her house on Oct 18 evening.
“The house is a stone throws distance from JKAP headquarters,” they said.
Oct 20, early in the morning, people of Sopore woke up to the news that finally a braid-chopper had been caught, in Mazbuq village near the Sopore fruit mandi. The people thought it a big success. The happy news, though, didn’t last long as the “braid chopper” turned out to be a mentally challenged young man, who was about to be killed when the police rescued him.
	According to locals of Mazbuq village, the mentally challenged person, identified as Waseem Ahmad Tantray, 23, son of Ghulam Nabi Tantray, resident of Shakwara and at present living in Puth Khah Nowpora, was caught hold of at 3am by village youths who were guarding the streets at night. They saw him roaming in one of the streets and when they tried to stop him, he ran away and went inside the local mosque. He was caught there, beaten, and then the local youths tried to run a tractor over him. When that failed, they tried to burn him alive.
Oct 22, a woman foiled an attempt to chop off her braid in Habber village of Khag tehsil of central Kashmir’s Budgam district.
Locals told media over phone that an unidentified man attacked a thirty-year-old woman (name withheld) at her house in the morning.
However, the woman raised an alarm, forcing the attacker to flee.
Oct 23, massive protests broke out at Batamaloo after the police booked a woman for claiming that her braid has been cut for the third time in a fortnight.
	Reports said that scores of women and youth took to streets after the word about the woman’s braid chopped off spread in the area.
	Policemen reached the spot to disperse the protesters but had to face stiff resistance as the demonstrators resorted to stone-pelting, the witness said.
	A police official alleged that the woman is “actually suffering from psychiatric ailment” and has been “fomenting trouble in Batamaloo for the past few weeks by alleging that her braid has been cut.”
Oct 25, violent clashes erupted in Soura area Srinagar after hair of an eleventh class student was allegedly cut by unidentified persons under mysterious circumstances.
Family sources told media that the incident happened when the girl’s mother had left the house to purchase bread for the evening tea. “Her attacker had put a tape on her mouth and tied her hands before cutting her hair,” family sources said. “She is still unconscious and is undergoing treatment the SKIMS.”
Oct 25: A burqa-clad person was thrashed by locals in Awantipora area of south Kashmir’s Pulwama district after mistaking him for a braid-chopper.
An official said that a police party rescued the person from the locals who were thrashing him on the Srinagar-Jammu highway.
He said the person was not a braid-chopper but a transgender who often wears burqa and female dresses.
The official identified the person as a resident of Noorpora village of Awantipora. He was immediately shifted to PHC Awantipora for treatment.
Oct 17:  District Magistrate Shopian, Mohammad Aijaz constituted a district-level committee which would maintain strict vigil and counsel braid chopping victims.
The committee formulated on the directions of the government comprises Additional District Magistrate as its chairman, Additional Superintendent of Police, District Social Welfare officer and counseling psychologist/psychiatrist as its members. 
The village level committees comprising Village Level Workers, Patwari, Chowki Officer concerned, Numberdars and Chowkidars are already in place in the district. 
POLICE ON BRAID CHOPPING 
Oct 17: Director General of Police S P Vaid said police has no evidence to probe the braid chopping incidents. 
“We have constituted SITs in every district and the DSP headquarters has been made member of the SIT’s to be headed by respective DCs,” Vaid said.
He said the members of SITs would visit the victims and record their statements. 
Vaid, however, said the reports about braid chopping are pouring in but they don’t have evidences to probe the cases. 
Oct 16: Police said that blood samples of the braid-cutting victims would be taken to find out the nature of spray used by culprits for knocking their targets unconscious before committing the crime. It ruled out any possibility of conducting lie detection test on the sufferers.
“The investigation into the incidents was not done in a proper manner due to lack of cooperation from the victims or their families. We didn’t get any evidence to investigate the matter properly,” inspector general of police, Kashmir range, Muneer Khan told reporters here. “Whenever police tied to find out the facts regarding these incidents, we were told that some unknown persons came and used chemicals and later cut the hair.”
A report submitted by Inspector General of Police (Kashmir range) before the SHRC said that despite strenuous efforts and measures taken (by the police), no concrete clue has struck so far as victims and their families are not cooperating with investigation agencies “making it quite difficult to take investigation to its logical end.”
“So far now we are studying the cases which surfaced in Punjab and Haryana to get a better clue which may act a connecting link between the cases which are taking place here,” the report stated.
SHRC: 
Oct 30: The State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) asked the victims of braid-chopping incidents that they must record their statements before the police or SHRC help investigations and track down the culprits.

PSA Slapped On Ganderbal Man For Tying Cop

Oct 25: Calling him ‘mentor of stone-pelters and threat to economy”, Government has slapped Public Safety Act (PSA) on a shopkeeper who protested and helped a woman tie a stalker cop accused of taking her pictures recently in the Manigam area Ganderbal district in central Kashmir.
The District Magistrate Ganderbal passed order under PSA on Muhammad Shafi Khan son of Ghulam Hassan Khan of Yarmuqam Lar, Ganderbal. 
According to the dossier prepared by the DM, Khan was responsible for creating “disturbed atmosphere in the area of Manigam Ganderbal by such nefarious act”.
The DM said that the shopkeeper was involved in case FIR No. 219/2017 under sections 147, 341, 342 RPC, 18 ULAP Act of police station Ganderbal. 
“On 14-10-2017, a police party from police station Ganderbal reached Manigam Bypass at about 10:30 hours and found a uniformed policeman tied by a rope with a chair.
“The gathering raised anti-national and pro-Pakistani slogans. The NHW-1 was blocked by the gathering. (Khan) was found leading the protests and raising anti-national and pro-Pakistan slogans in favour of ‘militant Zakir Musa’ and (he) created law and order problems on the day. The uniformed policeman was rescued and the vehicular movement restored.  
Reportedly, (Khan) has beaten the uniformed policeman on the road. The case has been registered against (Khan) and others, investigation of the case is going on,” reads the dossier, according to news agency GNS.
The shopkeeper, as per the dossier was also involved in other cases of law and order in the dossier. As per the PSA dossier, he has been declared involved in case (FIR No. 164/2016) under sections 148, 149, 307, 341, 336, 427, 332 RPC of police station Ganderbal. “On 1-08-2016, an unlawful mob came out on the general road and pelted stones upon vehicles.
“The police party/ others paramilitary forces reached on the spot and tried to disperse the unlawful mob peacefully, but the subject and unlawful mob started stone-pelting on the police party/ others paramilitary forces, resulting in the injuries to police personnel and damaged ambulance bearing registration No. JK0AG-9392 and ambulance bearing registration No. CH-1292 from PHC Wussan and SDH Kangan respectively. The above mentioned case has been registered in police station Ganderbal against the subject and others,” it reads.
The DM in the dossier called the Khan “a chronic trouble monger”. “The activities of the subject have been creating disturbance in maintenance of public order. The subject either directly or indirectly has been found involved in almost all the stone-pelting incidents on NGW-(Bypass)/Manigam areas.
“The subject not only headed the unlawful mob but also acts as counselor and mentor to the stone-pelters by playing a lead role and fuelling such violent processions. The activity of the subject has even affected economy of the State and educational career of the students. The subject has been specifically identified/ involved in the above mentioned cases. If allowed to remain at large will adversely affect the maintenance of public order,” the dossier claims.
It further reads that "he has developed his contacts with the like-minded people affiliated with anti-social elements. He is encouraging and instigating youths of the area to create law and order problems". "The subject is playing a lead role in stone-pelting on government, police, paramilitary forces, private vehicles at every opportunity in the district, especially on Srinagar-Leh National Highway (Bypass), Manigam, Lar etc," the dossier reads. 
“The activities of the subject are prejudicial and detrimental to the maintenance of the public order. The detention of the subject under the relevant provisions of the J&K Public Safety Act has thus become imperative as the normal law is not sufficient to stop the subject from indulging in the activities which are prejudicial to the maintenance of public order,” the PSA dossier of Shafi prepared by DM Ganderbal reads.
On October 14 a policeman was detained for allegedly clicking pictures of a woman while she was standing at Manigam Bypass and after her objections had mobilised onlookers who caught and tied the cop till police arrived on the scene.
The policeman, who was disguised as a commoner, was tied to a chair.
"One girl gave statement in police station that her pictures were allegedly clicked by a cop. We have immediately registered an FIR in this case,” Fayyaz Lone, the Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Ganderbal had said.
SSP Lone had further said that strict actions will be taken against the cop, "We have taken actions against him and he has been arrested. Law will definitely take its course.” The accused cop has since been let off.

Civilian injured in Litter encounter goes ‘partially paralysed for ever’

Oct 20: A youth who sustained bullet injury during an encounter in Litter Pulwama on Oct 14, has been rendered paralyzed below waist.
Muhammad Ashraf, 25, son of late Muhammad Abdullah Mir, of Sanzan village in Pulwama district is lying on bed number 26 in ward 3 of Neurology department SKIMS Soura, with no hope of recovery.
He is able to speak but is unable to move his body below waist. He has lost “sensation in both legs.” According to the doctors his vertebral column and spinal cord are cut.
“His liver was partially damaged. We conducted the surgery and it is recovering. But his spinal cord and vertebral column are cut. So he has no sensation in legs,” Medical Superintendant SKIMS Dr. Syed Amin Tabish told media.
“He is recovering now but it is very unfortunate that he cannot move his body below waist and the portion is paralyzed forever,” he said.
	He said he will be discharged soon from the hospital.
	Ashraf was working as a labourer. He studied up to tenth class and left the school to earn for the family but now the family “is to look after him forever.”
	“We were hopeful that he would recover from the injury. But we were shocked after he was unable to move his legs,” Khursheed Ahmad, elder brother of Ashraf said.
	“The doctors tried their best to save him. His liver was damaged and many bones broken. We had no hope but thank God he survived. But now doctors informed us that his spinal cord is cut which means his life is destroyed and he has become dependent on others for his whole life”
	“What can be more painful than this that till yesterday he used to help others and now he is dependent on others even for moving a step” Khursheed said and cried.
	“We are ready to take him to any hospital but he should recover,” he added.   
	Ashraf was hit by a bullet below chest during an encounter in Litter Pulwama on October 14. Two LeT militants including district commander Waseem Shah of Heff village and Nisar Ahmad, a resident of Litter were killed in the encounter.
	One civilian Gulzar Ahmad of Alayipora village was also killed in cross firing while as at least twenty persons were injured with three of them hit by bullets during the clashes.

Sopore’s elderly man slapped fourth PSA in a row

Oct 22: Public Safety Act has been slapped for the fourth consecutive time on 77-year-old Haji Sheikh Mohammad Yousuf, who was granted bail thrice in all the cases filed against him by Sopore Police.
Arrested during the civil uprising last year on August 8, Yousuf, a resident of Iqbal Nagar Sopore is languishing in different jails under PSA for the fourteen months. The police have slapped Public Safety Act (PSA) against him for the fourth time in succession without releasing him even for an hour.
Yousuf’s detention orders under third PSA were quashed by the high court in October of this year. During the past day, he was sent to Kupwara jail from Sopore police station, without informing his family members.
“Despite the court giving him bail in this month in all cases, police slapped PSA against him with unknown provisions as we have not received any documents related to his fourth PSA. He was sent to Kupwara jail last day without any information to the family,” said Yousuf’s daughter on phone. “It was only when my father called from someone’s cell phone that they are taking him to Kupwara that we came to know,” she said.
Yousuf has been a pro-freedom activist and a member of Jamat-e-Islami since his youth. His wife Hanifa Begum said the authorities want to change his ideology in his old age on which he has stood through his life. “Isn’t it the extreme level of cruelty and stupidity,” she asked.
Hanifa Begum’s two sons were killed in the past few years, and she fears for his old aged husband, as Yousuf is already a heart patient and has undergone two surgeries in his left eye.
“As soon as we submitted quash papers to the concerned authorities except for police as the senior official in Sopore refused to receive the papers, within few days they slapped the fourth PSA against my old age husband”, Hanifa Begum said.
Meanwhile, in a statement, Jama’at-e-Islami has strongly denounces the imposition of 4th consecutive detention upon Sheikh Muhammad Yousuf and called this act as personal vengeance against the victim of the lawlessness going on in the valley which is a blatant violation of the fundamental human rights. “Jama’at appeals the international human rights bodies and Kashmir Bar Association to intervene in this matter to get justice and save this old man from the personal enmity of some police authorities misusing their position,” Advocate Zahid Ali, chief spokesperson said in a statement.

Vandalism

Ransacking coupled with beating has almost become a norm in Kashmir since last year. Both state and non-state actors were allegedly involved in the act. This month, at least, six incidents of ransacking took place mostly in south Kashmir. 
· Homes of 6 militants ransacked, relatives arrested
Oct 18: Family members of six militants were arrested and their homes raided and property vandalised by armed forces on the intervening night of October 17 and 18 in Shopian villages, the families said.
The families whose homes were vandalised and family members arrested include those of cop-turned-militant Syed Naved of Nazneenpora, Adil Ahmad Malik and Umar Nazir of Maligund village, Zubair Ahmad Wani of Turkwangam, Obaid Ahmad Malla of Babekhider-Trenz, and Yawar Ahmad Itoo of Safnagri village.
The mother of Syed Naved of Nazneenpora village told media that forces entered her house in the night and damaged the entire kitchen and arrested her husband, Syed Mushtaq Ahmad.
Family members of Adil Ahmad Malik of Malikgund village told media that at midnight, men from the police’s Special Operations Group (SOG) barged into their house and thrashed inmates, including the sister and the mother of Adil. “They shouted from outside to open the door. When we did so, at least 12 armed men came in and started thrashing us. They smashed our windowpanes and mixed up all the food material. They arrested my son, Zakir Ahmad, and his friend Hilal Ahmad Wani,” Nazir Ahmad Malik, father of Adil, said.
The family of another militant, Umar Nazir, alleged that government forces forcibly barged into their house and smashed windowpanes, television and scanner, and utensils. “Besides damaging property, they arrested my two sons in the middle of the night,” Nazir Ahmad Malik, father of Umar Nazir, said.
At Babekhider-Trenz village, the family of Obaid Malla alleged that police vandalised their property including washing machine, refrigerator, inverter and windowpanes. “They abused us in the middle of the night and broke every single thing which came in their way. They arrested my husband and two sons,” the mother of Obaid Malla said.
At Turkwangam village, family members of Zubair Ahmad said that forces vandalised their property and arrested Zubair’s father, brother and a guest.
“They (policemen) barged into our house and damaged every single utensil, windowpanes and put water into the food materials which they then threw upon our clothes and beds. It seemed they were drunk. They didn’t spare anything. They left no single utensil for us to cook in. They were not humans,” the mother of Zubair said.
At Safnagri village, family members of Yawar Ahmad Itoo said their property was damaged in the middle of the night. “Forces vandalised our windowpanes, vehicles, and our lights, utensils and other household stuff. Other than this, they arrested my sons,” the father of the militant said.
The raids and vandalism has come on the heels of the killing of a former sarpanch and his house being set ablaze in Homhuna village. A militant, Showkat Falahi, was also killed during the attack on the former sarpanch.
Senior Superintendent of Police Shopian, SA Dinkar, told media that searches were conducted in the militants’ houses and some of their family members were brought for questioning regarding the incident of arson of the former sarpanch’s house. “I don’t have any information regarding ransacking or vandalism of their houses,” he said.
Dinkar said, “questioning of family members of militants is going on and we will release them after its completed”.
In May and June this year, around 15 villages in Shopian were assaulted and property of civilians was vandalised by armed forces in night raids. 
	To protest the armed forces action Shopian observed shutdown. 
· Budgam villagers allege ransacking, thrashing by soldiers; army denies
Oct 13: Residents of Devas Khaipora in Budgam district alleged that army ransacked their houses and thrashed the inmates without any provocation last night. Army has denied the statement of locals.
	Speaking to media, they said that army men from a nearby camp barged into their locality and smashed the windows and doors, besides thrashing the residents.
	“Otober 12, Thursday, night there were rumors that braid choppers are roaming in our area. Announcements were made on public address system asking people to come out of their homes. As we moved out to chase the unknown men, some of the youth clashed with army troopers present outside the village,” said a delegation of locals.
“The army returned late at night and ransacked our houses,” they said adding that doors and windows of several houses have been broken and eight persons were beaten to pulp by the army men.
“We apprised deputy commissioner and senior superintendent of police Budgam who assured immediate action, we hope administration gives us justice as it was none of our fault that we were beaten and our houses ransacked by the army,” said a member of the delegation who met the DC and SSP.
	A senior police officer told Greater Kashmir that locals have informed police about the incident.
	He said an army patrolling party was pelted with stones in the area last night.
	“An investigation has been launched in this regard," he informed.
	However, Srinagar-based defense spokesperson Colonel Rajesh Kalia denied the statements of the locals.
	“Army personnel are not involved in any damage to property or ransacking of houses in the area,” he said.
· Houses in Hajin ‘vandalised’, locals ‘beaten’ after stones hurled at army convoy
Oct 20: Residents of three localities in Hajin town of Bandipora alleged that government forces beat them up and ransacked their houses after clashes broke out between local youths and army soldiers in the morning.
Local sources said that an army convoy was pelted with stones near the main market, after which army men came down from their vehicles and began chasing away the stone-pelters. In the meanwhile police reached the spot and this escalated the clashes. Local residents alleged that army soldiers and policemen ransacked their property in localities of Mir Mohalla, Syed Mohallah and Khos Mohalla while searching for the stone-throwing youths.
“The forces ransacked property, including vehicles, and broke windowpanes of various houses,” several residents of these localities said.
The residents said that “the forces came in huge number, giving the impression that they were about to cordon off the area in search of militants.”
Ghulam Mohammad, a resident of Mir Mohalla, said, “Besides ransacking our house, forces damaged several other houses by knocking down the doors.”
A resident of the adjoining Syed Mohallah said that his windowpanes were shattered by the troops and they “kept knocking down everything which came in their way inside my house.”
Some witnesses said that many students were also beaten while they were returning from tuitions. A student said that “we were used like shields against the stones that were being pelted on forces.”
A local police official said that “the clashes were minor and no property was damaged or ransacked.” He said that the police swung into action after local youths pelted stones on an army convoy at the main market in Hajin.
“We used teargas shells to disperse the youth,” he said.
The clashes led to a shutdown in Hajn town.
Army spokesperson Col Rajesh Kalia said, “Army did not damage or ransack any property or beat up any student in Hajin.”
· Houses of 2 PDP workers ransacked in Tral, Shopian
Oct 21: Suspected militants ransacked the house of ruling PDP worker at Dardsara Village of Tral Township in Pulwama district on Saturday.
An official said that at around 8:15 pm “militants barged into the house of PDP zonal president Peer Muhammad Ashraf at Dardsara village and vandalized his house. At the time of the incident, he was not at home. Militants also fired aerial gun shots and escaped.”
“We were watching TV when suddenly few gunmen barged into our house and vandalized the property,” said a close relative of Peer.
Soon after the incident, forces rushed to the spot and conducted searches to nab the militants.
Meanwhile, suspected militants ransacked the house of a PDP worker in Wachi Shopian this evening.
Reports said that some gunmen entered the residential house of PDP worker Fayaz Ahmad Mir son of Habibullah resident of Wachi Shopian and damaged windows of his house.
“Gunmen thrashed Fayaz before leaving,” reports said. However no official responded for comments on the incident.
· Gunmen ransack house of police officer in Tral
Oct 22: Suspected militants ransacked the house of a police officer in Batagund Village of Tral Township in Pulwama district of south Kashmir on October 21 night.
An official said that militants vandalised the house of ASI Ghulam Ahmed Bhat in Batagund village around 10 pm. 
“Few masked gunmen came inside our house and vandalized the property. Our family members, including my father immediately fled from the house,” said the policeman's son Suhail Ahmed Bhat.
· Forces ransack houses, thrash locals in Tral village
Oct 23: The army allegedly ransacked houses and thrashed the locals in Wagad village of Tral in Pulwama district following protests against the forces’ vandalising a local militant’s house on October 22.
Several people were injured and a few were arrested as chaos prevailed in the village.
According to reports, the army had allegedly ransacked the house of a local militant, Mushtaq Ahmad Chopan, and had beaten his old father, triggering clashes in the area.
A year-old Anouba Gulzar in Wagad village of Tral was also injured by the forces. Anouba’s father Gulzar Ahmed Dar was detained by forces on October 23 morning.
“His all family members including his old aged parents and wife were severely beaten as they tried to save Gulzar from getting detained,” alleged locals.
The situation however remained under control on October 22. The locals, as per sources, had decided to observe a shutdown on October 23 and blocked the main road near the village.
“The army came and not only did they beat people ruthlessly, they also vandalised property,” the locals alleged, “Dozens of houses and a mosque have their window panes shattered, windows broken and doors unhinged.”
The locals, sources said, terrified at the army’s ruthless reaction, ran for their lives to nearby orchards and to other villages in the vicinity.
Following the army highhandedness, the police also reached the village and fired tear smoke shells, further terrifying the villagers.
SSP Awantipora Zahid Malik told media that stones were pelted at the army, which retaliated with baton charging the village.
“The army had gone to the militant’s house yesterday to question his father. In a scuffle between army men and the family, the father of the militant received some bruises, following which villagers pelted stones at the army men, injuring two of them,” Malik said. He said that the locals had again barricaded a road, and when the army tried to remove the barricades, they were again targeted with stones.
“The army retaliated with a baton charge. During the clashes, windowpanes of some houses have been damaged.” he said.

SHRC sends notice to higher-ups over torture of inmates in JK

Oct 18: Taking suo-moto cognisance of alleged torture and stripping of a prisoner at Kot Balwal jail, Jammu, the Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) issued a notice to top police and jail officials seeking a detailed report on the incident. 
Member SHRC, Jang Bahadur Singh Jamwal, issued the notice to the Director General of Police (DGP), Director General Prisons, Superintendent and medical officer of central jail following a media report titled "Kot Balwal jail turns 'Abu Gharib prison'". 
The report carried by an English daily claimed that the jail authorities subjected under-trials to physical torture besides stripping. 
"Prima-facie, I am satisfied that this act of the jail authorities is a glaring violation of human rights and is required to be dealt with heavy hands," Jamwal said. 
"Before proceeding in this case and visiting the jail personally, it would be most appropriate that the DGP, DG Prisons and Superintendent of Central jail, Kot Bhalwal Jammu, are afforded an opportunity to submit a detailed report," the SHRC member said. 
 	"Notice also be sent to medical officer of the jail to report whether he or she has examined and provided medical aid to the victim inmates of the jail," he directed while calling for the detailed report within 30 days. 
The commission also lamented the fact that the authorities were unaware of the embargo laid down by various judicial pronouncements. 
"Unfortunately, despite the embargo laid down by various judicial pronouncements, the authorities ignore them as they are unaware of it. They have to protect the honour and dignity of all inmates of the jail," it said. 
"It has been held by various pronouncements of the Supreme Court and high courts of the country that the inmates have same rights guaranteed under the constitution of India," the human rights body added.

Human Shield Case: Jammu and Kashmir Govt ignores SHRC recommendation

Oct 6: A committee of J&K government on Friday “deferred” its decision on the SHRC recommendation of Rs 10 lakh compensation for Farooq Ahmad Dar who was used as human shield by Army in April this year.
A member of the panel, wishing anonymity, told media that the proposal was on agenda of the empowered committee (EC), which met here this afternoon in the civil secretariat to decide on the recommendations made by the State Human Rights Commission.
“After examining inputs of civil administration and different agencies, the committee decided to defer its decision on the case,” he said.
“We examined the reports submitted by the district administration Budgam, police and criminal investigation department relating to the case.”
In its report submitted to government, the police says “the investigation of the case is going on and after obtaining reports from district election office Budgam/coy commander 53 RR Camp Beerwah and analysing video clips, the investigation of the instant case will be concluded on its merits.”
Repeated attempts to seek comments from J&K government proved futile as principal secretary Home, Raj Kumar Goyal, did not respond to repeated calls from media.
The 30-minute long meeting was chaired by Goyal and was attended by director general of police Dr SP Vaid, secretary Law Abdul Majid Bhat, IGP Kashmir Muneer Ahmad Khan and IG CID Abdul Gani Mir.
The case has been pushed into cold storage even as the police and district administration, in their separate reports, have confirmed that Farooq Dar had voted before being used as human shield by Army on April 9 when the voting for Srinagar parliamentary segment was on.
On July 10, the SHRC directed state government to pay Rs 10 lakh compensation to Farooq Dar, saying "such a treatment to human being cannot be accepted in a civilized society.”

KEG asks PCI to withdraw 1991 report on Kunan-Poshpora rapes

Oct 09: Kashmir Editors Guild conveyed its concerns over the Press Council of India’s “silence” on issues confronting media in Kashmir for the past 30 years.
	A KEG delegation that met a full member council, which is in Srinagar and led by PCI chairman Justice (retired) CK Prasad, briefed it about the challenging circumstances under which Kashmir media functions. 
“KEG suggested that PCI will have to revisit its 1991 report ‘Crisis and Credibility’ which KEG believes was sort of ‘joint venture between PCI and then government of India to undermine and subvert the institution of media in Kashmir,” a KEG spokesman said in a statement.
The spokesman said that the delegation told the PCI team that though this report regarding rapes in Kunanposhpora did not impact the conduct of media in Kashmir, it undoubtedly impacted the institutional neutrality of the PCI and the PCI will have to look for some corrections.
“KEG offered two suggestions on this front: either to reinvestigate the media coverage of the incident or withdraw its earlier report,” the spokesman said.

Porter goes missing in Rajouri, FIR registered against Army

Oct 20: Rajouri police has registered a case against the army and Border Security Force (BSF) in a case of “missing of a civilian, working as porter with an army unit in Rajouri district, in suspicious circumstances.
Safeer Ahmed Khan resident of Pathanteer in Mendhar tehsil of Poonch district was working with 2 Sikh LI unit, manning Keri sector in Poonch district.
In the month of August, he allegedly went missing from the area and since then he has not been traceable. Isma Bi, the mother of Safeer Ahmed Khan, Rukhsana, his wife and other members of his family alleged that the army was responsible for the missing of Safeer. 
“I want my husband back at any cost as the army is not responding positively to our queries. If something wrong has happened to him, the army will be responsible,” said Rukhsana and other members of the family, while talking to reporters.
Immediately after the matter was brought into the notice of family, they approached the police at Mendhar police station in Poonch and at Chingus police post in Rajouri district.
They added, initially at both the places the police didn’t respond yet later it assured to take up the matter with the army.
In the meanwhile, the army said that the porter was working with BSF. However, when the family members reportedly approached BSF authorities, they denied categorically that he was working with them.
“BSF officials are probably right as Safeer was working as porter with Sikh LI and not with BSF,” said members of the family.
“When the army and BSF officials failed to give satisfactory reply in connection with the missing porter and evaded the matter on one or other pretext, police have registered a case against army and BSF under sections 343,109 & 364 RPC at Rajouri police station,” said a senior police officer.
SSP Yougal Manhas confirmed registration of case against army and BSF and said, “The investigation is at its initial stage.” 

Kashmiris persecution outside

There is no end to the persecution to the Kashmiris Indian states be it a students, businessman, traveller or detainee. There seems no serious effort from the state government to mount any pressure to put an end to the harassment and torture to Kashmiris.
· 2 Kashmiri detainees beaten in Tihar Jail
Oct 03: Two Kashmiri prisoners were beaten up and injured in a fight between members of two groups lodged in the highly-secured Tihar Jail. DIG Prisons S.S. Parihar said the beaten Kashmiri prisoners were not part of the fighting groups.
The September 13 brawl over some "trivial issue" in the overcrowded prison has raised safety concerns for Kashmiris in the jail that also houses several Kashmiri separatist leaders.
DIG Prisons S.S. Parihar confirmed to IANS that there was a "fight between members of two groups in Jail No. 3 and that two Kashmiri prisoners were beaten up", though they were not part of the warring groups.
"It was a trivial issue and a police complaint has been filed," Parihar said.
The two Kashmiri prisoners were identified as Mohammed Shafi and Javaid Ahmed.
The incident has raised concerns over the safety of other Kashmiri prisoners, including eight separatist leaders.
· Kashmiri mutton dealers allege harassment in Punjab
Oct 27: Kashmiri mutton dealers, who have suspended supplies of livestock to the valley from last three days, allege that despite paying all taxes in outside mandis, truckers on their way to the state are being demanded hefty amount as ‘illegal tax’ by local goons in Punjab.  
Aggrieved sheep and goat traders on Friday told media that “gangs of almost two dozen local goons” in Punjab pretending to be Cattle Fair representatives are extorting a tax of “4 percent on the total live stock value” on trucks plying on the Pathankot- Madhopur- Lakhanpur road stretch in the name of ‘Punjab Cattle Fair Act 1967’.
Almost 30-40 truckloads of livestock are transported to the Valley every day, Ganie said adding that he has informed Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti’s office and apprised them of the harassment meted out to Kashmiri mutton traders in Punjab.
Confirming this development, a highly placed source in the CM’s office, said they have been apprised about the development and government will initiate action in this regard soon.
"The CM was made aware about this issue today and she will soon take it up with the concerned people,” a highly placed source said.
Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti had written a letter to Punjab Chief Minister Prakash Singh Badal in April 2016 about “illegal tax” being demanded from Kashmiri mutton dealers, however, these traders say there has been no end to this practice. 
Worried by the sorry state of affairs in Punjab, Chinar Sheep and Goat Suppliers Welfare Association, which supplies huge quantities of livestock to Kashmir on October 27 wrote a letter to DGP SP Vaid about the harassment to truckers. “The receipt which we have been receiving for the Cattle Tax states that the lax is in lieu of purchase of livestock from the cattle fair but the fact is we purchase the livestock from Delhi and nowhere close to Madhopur. By now it is quite evident that this tax is illegal,” said senior member of the association, Mukhtar Ahmad Mattoo.
Dealers say Punjab government is not taking any action against these “ransom collectors”.
Last year also mutton dealers from the Valley had to face similar kind of harassment. The move had drawn ire from sheep and goat traders along with truckers as well who had alleged that vehicles carrying livestock are “detained by Punjab and Haryana police on the highway for hours every day, which delays the supply to Kashmir and poses threat to the life of the livestock.”


Masked men in black attire terrify family in Kupwara village

In Ward 17 of the Bone and Joint (B&J)Hospital, Barzulla, Zahid Ahmad Khan, 16, from Dewar, Lolab, is fumbling to narrate the horrific events he and his family endured over four days at their home in remote Kupwara district.
With him still not having recovered from the trauma of the violent series of attacks that culminated in the intervening night October 26, Zahid’s elder brother, Yasir Khan, substitutes for him and recalls the sequence of the onslaught.
At around 10 in the evening of October 24, Khan says, a group of masked men in completely black attire attacked their one-storey house in Dewar with stones and bricks and left the windowpanes and glasses of the house completely damaged.
As the family crouched terrified inside, Khan says, one of the around six masked men tried to barge into the house by breaking one of its windows. “We couldn’t make much noise to alarm our neighbours about the attack. We feared that the stones they were hurling might hurt us badly or that they might be possessing arms and if we went out, we could be killed. Then, suddenly, the attackers stopped throwing stones and left,” Khan said.
While the orphaned family that includes four sisters, two brothers and their 45-year-old mother were recovering from this attack, the attackers came back only five hours later and attacked the house with stones once again.
“This time, the locals came out of their houses and started chasing these masked men but failed to nab them as they all hid in the nearby forest,” says Zahid’s elder sister, Tasleema, bewildered as to why only their family, out of the entire locality, was attacked so many times.
The attackers continued to torment the family for almost four days by attacking the house thrice every night. On October 27, Tasleema says, the masked men came again and this time seemingly with the intent to kill any of the family members.
They (the masked men) started knocking at windowpanes and doors from several sides. They banged at a window near which Zahid was sitting; in anger, he opened it. As soon as he did, one of them pulled him out of the house, dragged him away nearby and began beating him mercilessly,” says his sister.
She says that after the family raised a hue and cry, neighbours gathered and chased these men once more and they hid again in the dense nearby forests. “We called the local army camp and told them that either their men were throwing stones at our house or some gang was intending to kill us. They told us they would immediately send their party to get to know the facts,” says Irshad Ahmad, a cousin of Zahid.
But when the army party did not arrive for quite some time, Irshad says, the family called the camp again, but this time nobody responded though they called the number twice.
In the shocking outbreak, Zahid’s left arm was fractured. He was shifted to the Kupwara district hospital, but due to the severity of the injury, doctors referred him to Srinagar’s B&J Hospital for further treatment. He is likely to go through an surgery.
A student of Class 10, Zahid was busy with his exam preparations, but following the incident, doctors have advised the family that he won’t be able to write his exams because he needs to be operated upon after at least 9 days.
An official at Lalpora police station told Kashmir Reader that they have lodged an FIR vide number 82/2017 against unknown men and have launched an investigation into the matter.
“We have intensified the night patrolling in and around that locality. Since the attackers haven’t been identified by witnesses as they all had their faces covered, we can’t say anything as of now as to was behind these attacks,” a police official at Lalpora PS said.

Perpetrators untraced for police 22 years after rape and murder of Sumbal woman

Oct 20: Twenty two years have passed since Haseena Bano of Bandipora was raped and murdered by unknown gunmen but the state police have failed to track down the culprits.
Bano was raped in 1993 by unknown gunmen and died in 1995.
Ghulam Hassan Rather, brother of the deceased had filed a petition before the court seeking directions for constitution of Special Investigation Team to investigate the gruesome rape and murder case. The court has already directed the police to report to district magistrate Bandipora about the investigation status and thereafter before deciding on constitution of SIT.
“For all these years I have done everything to get justice for my sister but nothing much happened. Every time I used to visit police station, the answer I get is the killers were untraceable,” said Rather.
The police in its reply before the court stated that the SHO of police station Sumbal Sonawari conducted investigation into the allegations of rape and murder of the woman.
During verification, it said, the statements of witnesses acquainted with the case were recorded and during verification it ‘appeared’ that the victim was raped by unknown gunmen and became pregnant.
“It also emerged that the victim was tortured by unknown (gunmen) due to which she not only suffered miscarriage but also died on 5 December 1995. Police filed FIR (39 of 1995 under Section 302, 376, 316 RPC) and the matter was investigated.”
The investigating officer after recording statements of witnesses, visiting the spot and collecting the circumstantial evidences, proved she was raped and murdered. However, the unknown gunmen, who had committed the gruesome act, could not be identified or nominated by any of the witnesses examined during the course of investigation. The accused, thus, remained untraced.
	On previous hearing of the case, the J&K High Court had ordered police to “immediately” forward a magistrate’s report about its investigation into the rape and murder of the deceased.
A single bench of Justice Sanjeev Kumar had ordered the magistrate to pass appropriate orders thereafter.
	“Whatever be the outcome of investigation, the Investigating Officer concerned, should have forwarded the report in terms of Section 173 CrPC to the Magistrate concerned, who alone should have taken appropriate decision thereon with regard to its closure or otherwise,” the court said.


Internet shutdown, slowdown hits one and all 

Oct 15: Internet remains partially or completely shut for more than a week in many parts of the valley due to the chaos that prevails over mysterious braid-chopping incidents.
Mobile internet services were initially suspended on October 6 to prevent “rumour mongering”.
Later, the authorities restored only 2G services in most areas. Since then, high-speed internet continues to remain snapped.
The continuous clampdown on the internet is badly affecting daily lives of people in Kashmir.
The business community, students and people associated with tourism and e-commerce are the worst sufferers.
“The internet clampdown is the worst in last three years,” says Kashmir Traders and Manufacturers Forum (KTMF) President Yasin Khan.
After the implementation of Goods and Services Tax (GST), the business community says, it has added to their woes.
“We have to file returns online but due to the prevalent internet speed the work of five minutes takes hours,,” Khan said, adding, “Now business is changing and most of the work is now done online but we are being pushed to the stone age.”
	Khan says that they had raised the internet issue with government prior to GST implementation.
Kashmir valley is leading the list in facing the most number of internet shutdowns in India.
In 2017, J&K witnessed internet clampdown at least 25 times, higher as compared to the previous years, as per the data collected by Internet Shutdown, an internet watchdog.
Students complain that in the prevailing situation, internet was their last resort to study.
“We were not able to complete our syllabus due to the prevailing uncertainties. Is was internet from which we would download our study material and prepare for the examination,” said Sajad Ahmad Dar, a college student from Hajin area of Bandipora district. “But due to the restrictions on access to the internet we don’t get to know even when our exam gets postponed,” he said.
Tour and travel operators say their bookings have reduced drastically.
“We are not able to communicate with the customers. Due to the slow speed of internet, we respond late. So they (customers) turn to operators working outside the valley,” said Director of travel company Fly Paradise Travels, Sheikh Danish Farooq.
“When situation is not well we would advise our employees to work from home but now we cannot do even that,” he said.
A scholar at Kashmir University who had applied in a foreign university had to “face humiliation” after he could not face online interview four times.
“I had to appear for an online interview in a foreign university for my PhD program but due to no internet I apologised to them,” he said. “Perhaps it is going to affect my selection process now.”
Journalists, working mostly in the smaller towns, are also suffering due to the internet slowdown.
“After returning from an assignment, I have to find a broadband connection to send my work out. Most of the times I have to pay half of what I earn for sending an email,” said Asif Shafi, a freelance photographer from the southern district of Anantnag.
There is also a steep decline in the online shopping and business of courier companies working in Kashmir.
“In 2016, most of the e-courier companies reduced their staff and closed down their offices in peripheries. If things continue to be like this, apart from one or two units in Srinagar, most of the companies will close their units,” said hub manager of an e-commerce company.
The government’s e-governance cell is also suffering as it executes most of the works on the internet.
The motive of e-governance division is to make all government services accessible to the common man in his locality, through common service delivery outlets.
“We have around 1200 active centres in Kashmir valley but due to internet clampdown most of these units are not able to work properly,” said an official in the department.

Militarization

· 27 years on, forces occupy 5 govt buildings in Tral
Oct 02: In December 2015 Jammu and Kashmir government announced that five buildings of the government departments occupied by the government forces in Tral area of Pulwama district would be vacated within a week. Till date not a single building has been vacated and the force personnel continue to call the shots. 
The buildings occupied by the forces include headquarters of Irrigation office. It is presently in control of 185 battalion of Central Reserve Police Force. Five quarters of R&B department are occupied by 180 Golf company of the force since 1992.  Four quarters and one shop of Municipal Committee Tral have been occupied by the government forces since 1989. One building of ICDS was occupied by the forces in 1993. Since 1989 seven quarters of Sericulture department are presently housing personnel of Special Operation Group of J&K Police and CRPF’s 180 Golf company. One building of police department is under the occupation of the central armed forces since 1989.
“In 1999, CRPF illegally occupied Irrigation office, spread over 100 kanals of land, since then the land is under their control,” said an official of the Irrigation department.
“Everyday our officials have to seek the permission of the CRPF men to visit our own office premises,” he added.
On the other hand inhabitants of the area are aghast at the presence of the CRPF camp in the area. “The presence of CRPF men causes immense inconvenience to the employees, students and patients,” locals alleged.

Now, protest organisers in J&K to be jailed for property damage

Oct 25: In a move that could apparently have far-reaching implications, J&K governor NN Vohra on Thursday promulgated an ordinance that would make persons calling for shutdowns, demonstrations or other forms of protest wherein properties are damaged liable for imprisonment and fine.
An official spokesman said that “The Jammu and Kashmir Public Property (Prevention of Damage) (Amendment) Ordinance, 2017” has led to amendment in the existing law relating to damage to public property to “more effectively discourage and prevent the deleterious activities of individuals and organisations which result in damage to public and private properties.”
	The amendment to the existing law has been made to implement the directions given by the Supreme Court in the case titled “In Re-Destruction of Public and Private Properties vs. State of A.P and others (2009)”, the spokesman said.
	Underlining the “twin objectives” that the ordinance aims to achieve, the spokesman said: “This Ordinance has been enacted to make mischief to public and private property due to direct action punishable; and to make any person calling for direct action liable for abetment of such offence.”
	“Consequently, whoever announces direct action in the form of strikes, demonstrations, or other public forms of protests which result in damage to public as well as private property can be punished with imprisonment for a period of two to five years and can be imposed a fine equivalent to the market value of the property damaged or destroyed,” the spokesman said.
Further, the scope of the existing law which was earlier restricted to public property i.e. primarily government property or property owned by government entities has been enlarged to also include private property.
“As the State Legislature is not in session, the Governor, on the recommendations of the Chief Minister, in exercise of the powers conferred upon him under Section 91 of the Constitution of Jammu and Kashmir promulgated the aforesaid Ordinance, which will come into force with immediate effect.

CRPF sends 21000 "less lethal" plastic bullets to Kashmir

Nov 07: The CRPF has sent 21,000 rounds of newly-developed and "less lethal" plastic bullets to the Kashmir Valley to tackle street protests, says a top officer of the force.
	The bullets, developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and manufactured by the Ordnance factory based in Pune, can be fitted in the AK series of assault rifles and will be an alternative to the much-criticised pellet shotguns.
	"Tests have shown that these plastic bullets are less lethal. This will reduce our dependence on pellet guns and other non-lethal weapons used for crowd control," CRPF Director General (DG) R R Bhatnagar told media. 
	He said this will be newest less lethal ammunition the force has introduced to tackle crowds and counter stone pelters in the Valley.
"About 21,000 rounds have just been sent for distribution to all our units," the DG said.
	The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), deployed in counter-insurgency and law and order operations in Jammu and Kashmir, had ordered for the plastic bullets so that troops can just replace lethal metal bullets and use the new plastic ones.

Officially Stated
· 
· 2016 Agitation: 136 persons booked in Chenab, Pir Panchal regions
Oct 05: In 2016 when Kashmir witnessed over 90 civilian killings and around 15000 injuries in firing and shelling by Government forces, 16 FIRs were registered against people in Chenab Valley and Pir Panchal region of Jammu province for taking part in protests against the killings.
	The details submitted by the J&K government to estimates committee of the Assembly reveals that 16 FIRs were registered against protesters- identified and unidentified- in Doda, Kishtwar, Ramban and Poonch districts of the regions.
Like Kashmir, both the regions of Jammu province witnessed massive pro-freedom protest demonstrations after the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani on July 8 in Anantnag (Islamabad) district.
	Of the 16 cases, five each were registered in Doda and Kishtwar districts while three cases each were lodged in Poonch and Ramban districts.
	In total, 136 persons have been named as accused by the police in these cases.
	The cases are presently at different stages. Of them, four have been challaned while remaining are either under investigation or closed as un-traced.
	The brief gist of FIRs reveals that protesters were booked under different sections of RPC for taking part in anti-government, anti-forces and pro-freedom protests and even accused of promoting religious enmity.
	The protesters have been accused of chanting “anti-national” and “objectionable slogans” like “Hum Kya Chahte Azadi, Jis Kashmir Ko Khoon Se Seencha Woh Kashmir Hamara Hai” and “Shuhada-e-Kashmir Zindabad.”
	Cases have been even registered against people even for announcing bandh against Kashmir killings.  
·  1726 Pellets Victims in Kashmir Valley: SHRC
Oct 13: A whopping 1726 persons including children have been victims of pellet firing by government forces, as per the official details revealed before the State Human Right Commission.
“While going through the reports received from all the districts, it has been observed that the total number of (pellet victims) is 1726. It has also been reported that some victims while they were undergoing treatment, they did not mention their original names because they apprehended arrest,” said Justice (retd) Bilal Nazki while hearing a suo-moto plea with regard to various incidents in which people suffered pellet injuries in the recent past.        
The commission also directed senior superintendents of police and SP to direct the victims belonging to their district to appear individually before the commission on December 28. The commission also requested Human rights lawyer, Parvez Imroz to assist it in the case on next date of hearing.        
· 12 militant commanders killed this year; recruitment a concern: Police
Oct 16: Police said recruitment of local youth into militancy continues to pose a major challenge for it even as 12 top commanders of various militant groups were killed this year so far. The security agencies made a fresh appeal to local militants for surrender.
Addressing a press conference here, inspector general of police Kashmir, Muneer Khan, said 12 commanders of HizbulMujahideen, Lashkar-e-Toiba and Jaish-e-Muhammad were killed this year. “We have been targeting the militant leadership as they are the ones who lure youth into militancy. The number of militants has decreased since we started collective operations against them, but recruitment continues to remain a major challenge for us,” said the IGP, flanked by inspector general of CRPF (operations) Zulfikar Hassan and sector commander of Army’s 2 Sector, Sachin Malik.
Police, army and CRPF launched ‘Operation All Out’ in May this year in a bid to kill all militants in Kashmir. Apart from 12 top commanders, over 140 militants were killed this year.
“We reiterate our call for surrender for the local militants. Even if they surrender during encounters with their arms up, we will welcome them. We assure them proper rehabilitation,” said Khan.
IG CRPF Zulfikar Hassan said: “We request militants to surrender. We will walk 100 steps for them and ensure their proper rehabilitation and safety.”
· 1,622 policemen including top officers killed in 28 years of insurgency
Oct 19: Since the onset of armed militancy in Jammu and Kashmir, 1,622 policemen of the J&K Police have been killed, reveal police data.
Formed in 1873, the J&K Police have a force of over one lakh men and more than 20,000 Special Police Officers (SPOs).
Police data about the death of its men since 1989 reveals that among those who died in the conflict are a deputy inspector general of police (DIG) and a superintendent of police (SP) rank officer as well.
“Besides the regular policemen, VDCs [Village Defence Committees] and SPOs too come under our department,” said a top police official.
	VDCs were formed in the state’s Chenab and Pir Panjal valleys for the training of Hindu civilians who were allotted arms to safeguard them and their areas. SPOs are civilians engaged by the police administration on a contract basis with the option of being regularised after at least five years of service.
Giving rank-wise details of the slain policemen, the official said a DIG named Muhammad Amin Bhat was killed in a militant attack at Barzulla.
“Most of the slain policemen are from the constabulary,” he said, putting the figure at 828.
“One SP, 20 deputy SPs, 24 Inspectors, 34 SIs [sub-inspectors], 63 assistant SIs, 142 head constables, 166 senior-grade constables, 520 constables, 490 SPOs and 20 followers were killed since 1989 in militancy-related incidents,” he informed.
Besides, the official added, 131 VDC members were also killed by militants.
“Since September 2016,” the officer added, “the J&K Police have lost 30 men in one year.”
The police official said that a deputy SP was killed on June 22 in Nowhatta area of Srinagar by a group of people during night hours which coincided with Shab-i-Qadr, a sacred night for Muslims. At least 10 persons, including juveniles, have been arrested in the case.
Sources in the police said that around 5,000 government forces personnel, including soldiers from the Indian army, Border Security Force, Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and Central Industrial Force have been killed since 1989 up to September 2017.
The families of policemen who die in the line of duty, the official said, “are paid an ex-gratia of around Rs 43 lakh”.
“From our Welfare Fund,” said the official, referring to the J&K Police Welfare Fund, “the slain policemen are given Rs 15 lakh.”
He added that donations for the welfare fund are deducted every month from the J&K Police personnel’s salaries.
Besides, sources informed, “the state government now pays Rs 20 lakh as ex-gratia. In the past, it would pay Rs 7 lakh only. The slain cops also get insurance and other benefits… The government of India is examining case of paying slain cops ex-gratia equal to that of central forces including the CRPF.”
The “increase” in the number of killings, another top police officer said, wishing to remain anonymous, “are related to the increase in militant attacks.”
In one of the deadliest attacks, six policemen were killed this July in a coordinated attack by the Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) in Achabal area of Anantnag district. The slain policemen included an SI rank official, Feroz Dar, who was station house officer, Achabal Police Station.
The J&K Police will observe its commemoration day on October 21, the official informed.
· 1000 cops died fighting militancy in 28 years: DGP
Oct 21: Director General of Police S P Vaid said that 1001 policemen were killed while fighting militancy over the past 28 years in J&K including 20 this year.
Addressing the police commemoration day at J&K Police Armed Complex Zewan on Srinagar outskirts, Vaid said that from September 1, 2016 to August 2017, 370 forces personnel died across India. “Of this, 20 policemen died in Kashmir which include Dy SP Muhammad Ayoub Pandit, Feroz Ahmed and assistant sub inspector Abdur Rashid, who left behind his daughter Zohra. We can’t forget the moist eyes of Zohra.”
He said during the period top commanders of militant outfits were also killed. “Militancy and stone pelting incidents have declined across Kashmir,” the DGP said.
· Social media in Kashmir used for destruction: DGP
Oct 23: Asking Kashmiri sportspersons to use social media to further their careers, the director general of J&K police, Shesh Paul Vaid, said that Facebook and other social media platforms were being used for “provocation and destruction”.
“We don’t have that (destructive) vision,” Vaid said, addressing a sports event that was held as a valedictory function for the J&K Police and in which 182 players from five south Kashmir police districts participated.
“Not like how social media is being used for destruction… We want peace and progress in J&K.”
Talking to reporters on the sidelines of the function, the DGP said, while responding to questions regarding attacks on pro-India political workers in south Kashmir, “We are taking measures and investigating the issue, following which we will take action under law against those involved.”
On braid chopping, he said that there was “no need to give it hype”. “We are taking strict measures against those involved in beating innocent people, and the investigation is going on in the matter,” he said when asked about the unabated braid chopping of women in Kashmir.
· Appointment of interlocutor won’t affect our operations, says Army Chief Gen Bipin Rawat
Oct 25: Army Chief Bipin Rawat said the appointment of an interlocutor for Jammu-Kashmir will not impact Army operations in the state. On October 25, the government announced that former IB director Dineshwar Sharma will lead talks with stakeholders in the insurgency-hit state.
“The government has appointed him. Let him work. His appointment is not going to affect Army Operations,” Rawat said, adding that “the situation (in the Valley) has improved with “infiltration on the decline”.
The Army Chief also said that the Union government’s strategy on Kashmir has worked and that India was negotiating from a point of strength.
· Have worked out formula to weed out separatism: Madhav
Oct 29: Asserting that “separatism” was the “only problem” in Kashmir, BJP General Secretary Ram Madhav said that his party has formulated a four-point formula to tackle this issue.
Addressing the executive meet of the J&K unit of Bharatiya Janata Party at the SKICC in Srinagar, Madhav said that for the past many days the party leaders in Delhi have been working on a cure for the “cancer of separatism” in Kashmir.
“We are ready with a 4-point formula by which we can root out separatism from Kashmir. First of all, we have decided to show ‘zero tolerance’ towards terrorism in Kashmir. Earlier, there was the notion that that only those are terrorists who have come from the other side (Pakistan), not the ones who were within the Valley. But now we don’t differentiate and we consider all of them as terrorists,” Madhav said.
The second part of the formula, he said, is to act “very tough” against those who are “misusing” social media in Kashmir. “We will identify them but will not kill them. However, whatever force we can use, we will use that. We have achieved good results so far here,” he said.
The third part, Madhav said, was to target “separatists” living a “luxurious life”. He said they have been receiving “a good amount of funding to spread terror-activities and violence” in Kashmir.
“For that, we have been dealing legally to break the chain of terror-funding. While they (pro-freedom leaders) have been living a luxurious life from the received amount (of alleged funding), a good portion of it is used to spread violence and terror activities in Kashmir,” he said.
The last point that he mentioned was the following of the party’s “core objectives” – of good governance and development. “After all of this, we will initiate a dialogue on Kashmir,” he said.

Suicide
· 
· Cop found hanging in his room in Jammu
Oct 19: A policeman was found hanging at his residence on the city outskirts in an apparent case of suicide, the police said.
Head constable Bishan Singh was found hanging from the ceiling of his room at Lower Jallochak in the Gangyal area, a police official said.
He said a police party rushed to the spot after hearing about the incident and found him dead.
The body was handed over to his family members after completion of legal formalities, including post mortem, the official said.
He said inquest proceedings have been initiated in connection with the Singh's death.
Quoting preliminary investigations, the official said he had apparently committed suicide.
However, the cause of his taking such an extreme step was not known immediately, he added.


	Date 
	Armed Forces
	Militants
	Civilians

	Oct 01
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 02
	1
	5
	2

	Oct 03
	2
	3
	2

	Oct 04
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 05
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 06
	-
	-
	1

	Oct 07
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 08
	1
	-
	-

	Oct 09
	1
	4
	-

	Oct 10
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 11
	2
	2
	-

	Oct 12
	1
	-
	1

	Oct 13
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 14
	1
	2
	1

	Oct 15
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 16
	-
	1
	1

	Oct 17
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 18
	1
	-
	1

	Oct 19
	1
	-
	-

	Oct 20
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 21
	-
	-
	1

	Oct 22
	-
	1
	2

	Oct 23
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 24
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 25
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 26
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 27
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 28
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 29
	1
	-
	-

	Oct 30
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 31
	-
	-
	-

	Total
	12
	18
	12

	                                                     Total Killings 
	42



Chronology of incidents
Oct 01: Authorities foiled 10th Muharram procession of Shia community by clamping heavy restrictions at Shia dominated areas in the valley.  
Oct 02: Army claimed to have killed five unidentified militants near Line of Control in Kupwara and Baramulla districts.
Srinagar-based defence spokesman Col Rajesh Kalia said that two militants were killed while they were trying to infiltrate into this side from Rampur sector of Uri on October 2. In another gunfight along LoC in Tangdar of Kupwara district, army claimed that they killed three militants. While two minors, a boy and a girl, were killed and 12 civilians injured in cross-border shelling by Pakistan along the LoC in Poonch district of Jammu and Kashmir, a senior government official said. The deceased have been identified as Asrar Ahmad of Mohallha Qasba and Yasmeen Akhtar of Kerma village of Dighwar. A policeman was shot at and killed by suspected militants during a marriage ceremony in Padgampora area of Awantipora. The slain cope was identified as Ashiq Hussain. In a grenade attacked by suspected militants two policemen were injured at joint naka party of police and army at Juhama on Srinagar-Baramulla highway. 
Oct 03: Three Pakistani origin JEM militants and a BSF soldier were killed and BSF men were injured when the militants stormed a BSF camp in Humhama area of Srinagar district. Two civilians were killed by unidentified gunman in Anantnag and Qazigund. The slain persons were identified as former PDP panch Ghulam Rasool Ganai, 55, of Bon Nambal village and Showkat Ahmad Dar son of Abdul Rehman Dar, a post graduate in physical education of Arwani village of Bijbehara. Showkat was abducted on September 29 by unknown gunmen. While an army man was killed in Pakistani troops firing and shelling along the Line of Control (LoC) in Krishna Ghati sector of Poonch district.
Oct 04: Three army soldiers were injured in cross LOC shelling along LOC in in Poonch district. 
Oct 05: Protests erupted at various places over continuous braid chopping of incidents. 
Oct 06: A former militant now working as fruit vendor was killed by unknown gunmen in main town Tral of Pulwama district. The deceased was identified as Rafiq Ahmad Bhat, 36, alias Dada. This was the second attempt on his life in the last few years. In 2014, Dada was shot at the same place in the same manner by unidentified gunmen. In cross LOC shelling, an eighteen-year-old youth suffered a bullet injury at a Hamlet along LOC in Poonch district Jammu. Meanwhile, a policeman and his minor son were injured after suspected militants opened fire on them at their Handwara residence. While the protests against braid chopping continued to press the government to put it to the end. 
Oct 07: A CRPF office and two others were injured in a suspected militant attack on CRPF at Mir BazaarQazigund in south Kashmir. The continuous incidents of brand chopping triggered protests at various places across Kashmir. While fierce clashes erupted during a cordon and search operation in Below village of Pulwama district. 
Oct 08: An army soldier shot himself dead with his service rifle in Pahalgam area of Anantnag district.  There is no let up in braid chopping incidents in valley and the protests continued against the act. 
Oct 09: Four militants were killed in two separate encounters in Gattipora, Shopian and Ladoora, Sopore in north and south Kashmir areas. In Shopian encounter three militants killed were associated with LeT and HM. Police confirmed the killing of the militants. Police said Irfan Abdullah Ganai of Heff village of LET, Zahid Ahmad Mir of Ganawpora village, and Asif Ahmad Paul of Kellar village of HM were killed. In Sopore, Jaish-e-Muhammad (JeM) chief operational commander of foreign origin Khalid alias Shahid Showkat was killed by government forces in a brief gunfight in Ladoora village of Rafiabad on the outskirts of Sopore town. Army claimed, its JCO who was injured in a militant attack in Drag area in Khag tehsil in Budgam on October 8 night succumbed to his injuries.  While Protests over braid chopping disrupts life across Kashmir. An army soldier was injured in a mine blast along LOC in Mendhar tehsil of Poonch district. One day strike was observed in valley to protest the unabated braid-chopping of women in Kashmir. 
Oct 10: Militants attacked a CRPF patrol party in Sanat Nagar area of Srinagar district, however, no damage was caused. While army claimed that it had foiled an infiltration bid of militants along LOC in Keran sector of north Kashmir. People at various places protested against braid chopping as there seems no end to the crime.  
Oct 11: Two Indian Air Force commandos and two Lashkar-e-Toiba militants were killed in an encounter in Hajin area of north Kashmir’s Bandipora district.The slain militants were identified as Abu Bakr alias Ali Bhai alias Maaz (a Pakistani national) and Nasrullah Mir son of Nazir Ahmad Mir of Hajin.  
Oct 12: An Army man and a porter were killed and six others injured in cross LOC shelling along the Line of Control in Poonch district while a girl was injured in a grenade blast in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district. In the cross-firing, Sepoy T K Reddy (21) and Defence Porter Mohammad Zahir (22) suffered serious injuries and died. Suspected militants lobbed a hand grenade in Rajpora chowk of main town in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district. Police said the grenade was lobbed outside the beauty parlour near Shaheed Park area of Rajpora Chowk at around 3:45 pm. The injured girl was shifted to hospital, where she was discharged after being provided the treatment. 
Oct 13: Many areas of Kashmir witnessed massive protests and clashes between the youth and the armed forces against the continued braid chopping incidents, with people accusing the government of failing to deal with the “grave issue.” On directions of the government, all educational institutions remained closed for the second consecutive day Friday, while authorities disallowed the Friday congregational prayers at historic Jamia Masjid for the third consecutive week.
Oct 14: Lashkar-e-Toiba’s (LeT) district commander for Shopian, Waseem Shah alias Abu Usama of Heff, Shopian, and another LeT militant, Naseer Ahmad Mir of Litter village (Pulwama district), were killed in a gunfight with armed forces at Litter village early morning. A civilian was killed and two others were hit by bullets that government forces fired on protestors who gathered around the encounter site and clashed with government troops. Dozens of civilians were injured in these clashes, several of them by pellets, locals said. The deceased civilian was identified Gulzar Ahmad Mir, resident of Lassipora area in Pulwama district, “brought dead”. In another incident a constable was killed and an assistant sub-inspector (ASI) and a head constable wounded in an attack by militants on a police vehicle that was part of a Road Opening Party (ROP) in Nandimarg area of DH Pora, in Kulgam district.   
Oct 15: Braid chopping incidents were reported from three Kashmir districts Srinagar, Ganderbal and Baramulla. 
Oct 16: A former PDP sarpanch and a militant were killed in Imam Sahib area of south Kashmir’s Shopian district, after guns were fired as militants and family of the sarpanch entered into a physical brawl. The slain were identified as Sarpanch Muhammad Ramzan Sheikh, in Homhuna village of Imam Sahib area and Showkat Kumar alias Showkat Falia of Tremz, Shopian. Some local sources said that the militant was killed not by a bullet but because he was hit on the head during the scuffle at the sarpanch’s home. While braid chopping by unknown persons continues in the valley so do the protests against it. 
Oct 17: At least two persons were injured, one of them by pellets, during clashes between local youths and government forces soon after a cordon and search operation (CASO) was launched in Hajin area of Bandipora district. Medical official at Hajin hospital confirmed to media that the youth was shifted to Srinagar for advanced treatment as he had visible pellet injury, “which had inflicted damage to his one eye.  While the braid chopping incidents followed by the protests continues in the valley. 
Oct 18: A throat slit body of an alleged army informer was recovered in Wathoo village of Shopian district. The deceased was a teacher identified as Ajaz Ahmad Lone of Gtipora village. Suspected militants shot dead a SPO in Gutroo village in Tral area of Pulwama district. While five civilians including an elderly woman received bullet injuries when army opened fire on protesters who were on the roads to protest braid chopping of a local woman in Wulerhama village in Pahalgam. The army was accused by locals of shielding the braid chopper.    In cross LOC shelling between Indian and Pakistani troopers along LOC in twin districts of Poonch and Rajouri at least eight civilians were injured.  
Oct 19: Suspected militants lobbed grenade towards the residence of PDP MLA Wachi, Aijaz Ahmad Mir in south Kashmir’s Shopian district. Aijaz Ahmad Mir at Zainapora area of Shopian at around 5 pm. The grenade exploded inside the premises of the house without causing any damage. In the retaliatory action, cops guarding the house fired several rounds in air. However, the militants had managed to escape from the spot.  A policeman was found hanging at his residence on the city outskirts in an apparent case of suicide, the police said today. Head constable Bishan Singh was found hanging from the ceiling of his room at Lower Jallochak in the Gangyal area yesterday, a police official said. While the braid chopping incidents continued abated trigging protests. 
Oct 20: Suspected militants targeted residence of a ruling PDPMLA Mushtaq Ahmad Shah in Tral in South Kashmir. The grenade exploded the compound of the house without causing any damage.  In Srinagar, restrictions were imposed in downtown area to prevent protests in the backdrop of widespread incidents of braid chopping. 
Oct 21: A porter working with the Indian army was killed while two women were injured in cross-border firing in Kamalkote sector along the Line of Control (LoC) in the Uri area of north Kashmir’s Baramulla district. The slain porter was identified as Syeed Abas Hussain Shah, 22, son of Syeed Muzamail Shah, resident of Maryan, Kamalkote, Uri and the injured were identified as Nasrena, 19, daughter of Faqir Mohammad of Maryan, Kamalkote, and Asifa, wife of Manzoor Ahmad Khan of Kandi, Kamalkote.  Armed forces launched CASO in Munghama village of Pulwama, as soon the forces arrived in the village the youth protested and to break them forces used tear smoke shells. 
Oct 22: A non-local militant was killed in a brief encounter with government forces in Handwara area of north Kashmir’s Kupwara district on October 22 morning. In another incident, a woman was killed and her sister wounded after unidentified gunmen shot at them in Seer village of Tral in Pulwama district. As per police reports, the incident took place at about 12:30 pm, inside the house of the sister in Seer village. The slain woman has been identified as Yasmeena, daughter of Ghulam Rasool Bhat, resident of Khunmoh area on the outskirts of Srinagar city. Yasmeena was in Seer visiting her sister when the attack took place. The injured woman has been identified as Ruby Jan, wife of Muhammad Shafi Wagay, resident of Seer, Tral. Ruby and Yasmeena, as per reports, are sisters. In another similar incident, a non-local, from Uttar Pradesh, tea seller was shot dead by unidentified gunmen here in Arwini village near Bijbehara. The slain has been identified as Shakir Ahmad. While suspected militants targeted the house of a National Conference leader and MLA Mushtaq Ahmad Shah’s house in main town Tral in South Kashmir. In the attack a CRPF officer was injured. The cross LOC shelling between India and Pakistani forces continued in Uri.
Oct 23: A civilian was shot at and injured in Kellar area of south Kashmir’s Shopian district. The injured man has been identified as 40-year-old Muhammad Maqbool Bhat, a resident of Battemuran village in Kellar area. While intermittent exchange of fire between Indian army personnel and Pakistani troops continued for the third day in the Uri sector along the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir, forcing the authorities to shut down schools in the affected areas. 
Oct 24: One person was injured in an explosion in Tral township of Pulwama district. Reports said that at around 10:34 am militants fired a rifle grenade at a police party at Tral bus stand in which one person sustained critical injuries. However, Awantipora superintendent of police Muhammad Zahid Malik said somebody threw a firecracker at the vendors who were setting their stalls at the bus stand Tral. “No one was injured in the blast,” he said.
Oct 25: Policeman was shot at and injured by suspected militants on the outskirts of Shopian area of south Kashmir.
Oct 26: Two policemen, a CRPF personnel and a civilian were injured in a grenade blast hurled by suspected militants aimed at a police party in Damhal Hanjipora in South Kashmir.   
Oct 27:  Kashmir valley observed strike to mark the day as Black Day of Kashmir history, the day when Indian forces landed in Kashmir in 1947. To choke the protest the state administration has imposed restriction in various places of Srinagar. 
Oct 28: Two army soldiers were injured in firing under suspicious circumstances along LOC in J&K Poonch district. 
Oct 29: One SOG personnel was killed and another injured in an encounter with militants, who managed to escape the armed forces cordon in Hajin area of Bandipora district. While the encounter was going on people assembled around the encounter site to help militants to escape the cordon, to disband them armed forces used force as many as fifteen civilians were injured by pellets including one civilian sustained pellet injury in the eye. 
Oct 30: Clashes erupted in Belov village of Pulwama district after armed forces launched CASO. Search operation was also launched in Rawalpora, Khan Sahab.  
Oct 31: A minor girl was injured along LOC in Poonch district.  
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