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KOUL COMMISSION – AN ANALYSIS

After several extensions, Makhan Lal Koul Commission constituted to probe 2010 uprising killings, finally submitted its report to the government in December last year. Contrary to the mandate given to the Commission, which was to inquire into the circumstances leading to deaths by firing or otherwise and fix responsibility whenever and wherever excessive force has been used that resulted in fatalities and further recommend measures to avert the recurrence of such instances in future, the Commission has miserably failed to meet the mandate. It didn’t name any perpetrator. The Commission has passed the buck to the CBI for investigation in only two killing cases including Tufail Mattoo's case and has identified police stations in these two cases. The sixty-three families, who were participating in proceedings of the Commission, as forty-nine families didn’t appear before the Commission, are disappointed. Since the appointment of the ML Koul Commission, the families have been regularly participating in the proceedings and pining a lot of expectations and hope. The J&K government in the last twenty-seven years has appointed as many as twenty-two Commissions out of which 14 commissions were appointed since 1998 only. The Pandian Commission headed by a retired judge of Supreme Court of India to probe into firing on protestors in Brakpora was was meaningful to some extent. It had at least indicted the perpetrators. It is an irony that the findings of the most of Commissions, appointed from time to time, have not been made public. Even the findings of the high-profile DNA fudging of Pathribal victims by Kuchay Commission has also been kept secret.
The intention of these Commissions is to douse the strong public opinion against certain acts of those in power, as people demanding to know the truth have come out and want consequential actions. The government in order to subside the anger of the people at large for the moment and by the time the Commission of Inquiry (COI) submits its report after a couple of extensions, which is a rule, the anger of the people would subside. The COI is a fact-finding body and its findings are not binding on the government. The government may consider the findings or may take action or not. Mostly the appointment of the Commission is of political nature and equally the appointment of the person heading it is also on political considerations.
Justice ML Koul, as a Judge of the J&K High Court and Haryana High Court, doesn't boast of remarkable record as a judge. After his retirement in the year 1994, he has been appointed as the head in one after the other Commissions by the government. In 2007, he was appointed to probe into the fake encounter killings of five persons including Abdul Rahman Paddar and others but the commission was shut down in 2008 without any conclusion. The M L Koul was also the Chairman of the Advisory Board constituted under Public Safety Act from 23-11-2000 to 30-11-2012 (12 years).  Also in 2013, he was appointed to inquire into the circumstances that led to the firing by CRPF personnel resulting in the death of four persons in Shopian. According to the media sources the commission has indicted CRPF persons but the report was not made public. It was only after the report “LAWLESS LAW” prepared by the Amnesty International in 2011 on arbitrary arrest/detentions in the year 2013 that he was replaced. During his tenure, there were several complaints against the advisory board, constituted to review the detention orders passed under PSA. Mechanically, he has been approving the detention orders and to our information, none of the detention orders under his chairmanship of advisory board has been rejected or scrutinized. Being a “convenient” judge for the administration he has been permanently placed.
JKCCS approached the home department for criteria and the decision making for the appointment of Justice ML Koul in different commissions and also the remunerations, the retired judge is being paid in these Commissions. Two RTIs were filed by CCS in the year 2015. The response in one RTI dated 28-10-2015 from the PIO Home Department was not surprising, wherein it was told that the record pertaining to his appointment has got damaged (washed off) in the floods 2014. And the response on 20-11-2015 in which the response from the PIO Department of Law, Justice and PA was that under the Commissions of Inquiry Act, there’s no provision for the formulation of any criteria/rules. The two contrary responses from the two departments are self-explanatory. Regarding the remunerations, also the response has been that since said information pertains to the third party, it has been treated as confidential to the third party which is against the spirit of the RTI. It is totally in contravention of the RTI Act which empowers the citizens/taxpayers to know about the information regarding the financial matters. 
On the one hand the victims are facing injustice from the police and the army and on the other hand, the administration is capitalising on the sufferings and miseries of the people by benefiting un-impeccable retired judges, having political connections. It is a vicious circle which is continuing since 1989. And judges like ML Koul, with the political connection, are bringing comforts to the state is getting one after other Commission. Where lies the remedy for the victims of 2010? Legally, they have no available remedy. Victims have right to know and should be given access to the full report of ML Koul, which like Henderson Brooks report 1962 has not been made public. 
One remedy is to file a petition in the High Court of J&K seeking mandamus for making the report public but High Court may direct the petitioners/victims to seek alternative remedies under RTI. It is a long vicious circle with no end but exhaustion and giving up by the victims - and that would be obliging the state functionaries.  
The victims feel cheated and now have made a collective initiative under the banner of “Victims for Truth and Justice” and are approaching the international institutions, UN mechanisms, the leading civil society leaders in different countries to mount pressure on the state for accountability. A country which claims to be a functional govt. depriving the victims about the promise while appointing the commission need to be highlighted. It can also expose the contradiction of the state. It is unlikely that govt. will punish the perpetrators of 2010 uprising because in a conflict area the govt. priorities are different and govt. is conscious of the fact that such incidents will continue in future also and the previous incidences will fade from the human memory as happened in 2016 which was completely the repetition of 2010 and unfortunately in future also is bound to happen.     
 

Koul Commission a Façade
Commission Did a Fantastic Job for the Government: Ashraf Matoo

The Informative Missive 	1   	January 2017 

The Makhan Lal Koul Commission submitted its report to the J&K government on December 30, 2016. The report was not only disappointing for the victim families but frustrating as well. The previous government appointed One-man Commission led by (retd.) Justice M.L. Koul in 2014 under the Commissions of Inquiry Act 1962 to investigate into the killings of 120 civilians in 2010 in armed forces action while dealing with the valley-wide protests. 
 	The Koul Commission sought several extensions and took two-and-a-half years to eventually come up with a report. It did not name any person/perpetrator, while holding paramilitary forces and the police responsible for using “excessive forces in 80 per cent cases of 63 civilian killings” the panel investigated. The rest 49 families did not appear before the Commission. 
 (
“
I will continue to fight. I may feel tired but not defeated. The urge insides me for justice get further strengthened and the hope keeps motivating me
”
)In two cases, according to registrar, the Commission has identified as many police stations responsible for the killing of a couple of youngsters. The Tufail case merits a CBI inquiry, the panel recommended to the government.
Mohammad Ashraf Matoo father of Tufail Matoo, a student, who was killed at the age of 17 in police firing in Srinagar on June 11, 2010, when approached the Commission’s office for a copy of the report the same was denied to him. The denial of the copy of the report gave birth to many doubts and brings under secrutiny the Commisison’s report. 
To secure a copy of the report Ashraf Matoo approached the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) for its intervention.  
While talking to The Informative Missive Mohammad Ashraf Matoo said, “I was compelled to approach the SHRC for a copy of M.L. Koul Commission report. When I asked for a copy of the report from the Registrar of the Commission, the same was denied to me. Instead a piece of paper was given to me which read: The commission has recommended a CBI inquiry into the petition of Mohammad Ashraf Mattoo, f/o Tufail Mattoo of Said Kadal, Srinagar.” 
The 53-year-old father Ashraf Matoo is tirelessly fighting for justice in his son’s case killed by the police on June 11, 2010 in Saida Kadal area of downtown Srinagar while he was coming from tuitions. During all these years his house was frequently visited by the local as well as Indian journalists for interviews. In 2010, Tafail Matoo’s killing worsens the situation in Kashmir valley and the protests spread across valley. Tufail’s case became one of the high-profile cases in the recent Kashmir’s human rights history.  
While expressing the hope Matoo was having on the Commission he said, “I was expecting the Commission would do something at least identify the police personnel and their seniors responsible for the firing at my son and others. But the outcome of the Commission was not only disappointing but frustrating as well.  Now, I understand why the survivors are feeling frustrated and have no faith on judicial system or the government appointed Commissions”.
As many as six times Ashraf Matoo along with other victim families went to the Commission to co-operate in the investigation with the hope that responsibility of killings would be fixed on the perpetrators. 
“The Koul Commission did a fantastic job for the government by scripting the report favouring only the perpetrators. One gets the impression that the government probes and Commission was appointed only to the advantage of the perpetrators. The report was deliberately made hazy to frustrate and tire the victim families,” the dejected father stated. 
For Matoo this is not the end of the road. He still keeps his hope alive. “If locally justice seems far a cry but one can approach the international forums to mount pressure on the government to put on trial the perpetrators,” Matoo resolves.  
“I will continue to fight. I may feel tired but not defeated. The urge insides me for justice get further strengthened and the hope keeps motivating me. I came a long way in the fight for justice in my only son’s case. I keep my fight going on and keep exposing governments on human rights violations and will expose the façade of the Koul Commissions,” the father resolved.

Stress as One of the Main Reasons for the Emergence of PCOS in Kashmir

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is a psychiatric condition that may develop in response to one or more traumatic events, such as deliberate acts of interpersonal violence, severe accidents, disasters or military action. It is easy to understand that victims are mostly women and children exposed to violence. The PTSD Alliance claims that PTSD can be found in anyone “who has been victimized or has witnessed a violent act,” which includes those that had experienced either domestic or war-related violence. One of the major problems which go hand in hand with PTSD is PCOS (polycystic ovary syndrome)  
 PTSD causes PCOS
PCOS is a painful disorder that affects millions of women around the world it’s a syndrome caused by an imbalance of hormones and it results in multiple cysts to form on the ovaries. It’s not really surprising that it has been linked to emotional and mental health issues. PTSD is a major contributor of PCOS symptoms, especially normal or underweight women with non cystic ovaries and normal insulin sensitivity.
Elevated androgens, while causing PCOS symptoms, may be the body’s way of protecting the brain from harmful effects of PTSD.
 (
About 58% of the population has been through mental trauma, leading to 800.000 Kashmiris suffering from PTSD and most of them are women.
The problem, once unknown in Kashmir, now affects 10% of its female population, including teenagers and young women.
“The mental stress due to ongoing conflict has taken a toll on the physical health of young women, especially their maternal health”.
)It is well known that stress can cause the disruption of total loss of menstrual function in women and menstrual dysfunction, along with the physical symptoms of harmone imbalance, has become increasingly common over the past few decades.
It’s now estimated that up to 10% of reproductive age women in the U.S has PCOD, a health condition that not only affects a women’s fertility but also causes frustrating changes to her physical appearance, including weight gain, male pattern, hair growth, and acne.
Its well established that female offspring of women with PCOS are more likely to develop condition themselves and it’s not just the female offspring who are affected the sons of women with PCOS tend to have a greater risk for obesity and diabetes, which are also complications of PCOS. 
The conflict ridden Kashmir valley is witnessing an alarming increase in childlessness and infertility among local women. Physical and mental health expert cite conflict related stress as the main cause of the health crisis among women, which has robbed thousand of their fertility.
A major endocrine disorder in women of reproductive age and one of the leading causes of the infertility across the world, PCOS has emerged as another major cause of infertility among Kashmiri women in recent years.
The number of patients visiting the Government Psychiatric Hospital in the year 2008 reached approximately one lakh, in comparison to 1989 when only 1700 patients attended. By October 2011, a study conducted at Sheri-e-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences demonstrated that 55% of Kashmir’s population suffered from various psychiatric disorders. About 58% of the population has been through mental trauma, leading to 800.000 Kashmiris suffering from PTSD and most of them are women.
The most recent Indian National Family Health Survey (NFHS) indicates that 61% of the currently married Kashmiri women report one or more reproductive health problems. This is significantly higher in comparison to the national average of 39%.
Medical experts have identified stress as one of the main reasons for the emergence of PCOS in Kashmir. As study conducted by Sheri-e-Kashmir institute of medical sciences (skims), the major tertiary health care facility in Kashmir on 112 women with PCOS, found that 65-70% of them had psychiatric illnesses including PTSD, depression and obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD)
Experts in valley are sounding warnings about the catastrophic shape that women’s health in the valley is taking. A study conducted at SKIMS on maternal health indicates that 15.7% of Kashmiri women of child bearing age will never have an offspring without clinical intervention. Thousands of women in Kashmir are increasingly suffering from infertility. Couples are finding hard to fight the problem which has saddened hundreds of families across the valley.
The problem, once unknown in Kashmir, now affects 10% of its female population, including teenagers and young women.
Making things worse for the women are the social ramifications of infertility. Childless women are stigmatised and are looked down upon. Married women face the wrath of in laws and hundreds while unwedded girls fear marriage. Many women are divorced over their inability to bear children, a trend common in rural areas.
The leading psychiatrist Dr. Margoob says “the mental stress due to ongoing conflict has taken a toll on the physical health of young women, especially their maternal health”.
Infertility caused by PTSD is not alarming for women but has taken toll to male population as well. In a study Doctors say some of their young Kashmiri patients who come with sexual dysfunction problems are victims of torture by the security forces who may suspect them of involvement in militancy activity. Patients say, they are interrogated brutally with electric current passed through their genitals.
So this has led male and female population to the new trend of committing suicides because of impotency and infertility, which doctors attribute to mental trauma from shock. Doctors in the state's summer capital Srinagar say Kashmir's insurgency has spawned a generation of youngsters suffering from depression and stress, which in turn has led to "psycho-sexual malfunction.” Other Some, "Often the victim is rendered impotent, not by the electric shock but by the psychological fallout of the torture” (Health-INDIA, August 2, 2002).

A Kahimiri Journalist Shares his Experiences of Working in Indian States

Since the eruption of armed conflict in Jammu and Kashmir in 1989, Kashmiris who travelled different Indian states for educational or business purposes have gone through layers of harssments. There were Kashmiris who were falsely implicated in terror related activitites only to be acquitted later by the courts for want of proof of their involvement. Many had spent years in jails for none of their fault. There were cases where students were rusticated by college authorities for merely expressing their views or support. When it comes to a Kashmiri there were harassments at every level. 
	This month, The Informative Missive, has managed to talk to a Kashmiri journalist Sheikh Saliq who has spent years working in Delhi. 
Sheikh Saliq shared his detailed experiences to The Informative Missive while working in India’s capital New Delhi.  
Sheikh Saliq is a Journalist, worked for Hindustan Times (HT), currently working on a report on PTSD in conflict societies, stayed in Delhi for 4 years and continues to travel across India for work. 
A Kashmiri when comes to India has a hard time adjusting. As someone who stayed in Delhi, I can say that it is difficult to mold to the Delhi culture. When I came to Delhi I was very politically and emotionally charged, hence very vocal but then I had to change myself. Indians look at you very suspiciously when they know you are a Kashmiri and I think the reason for that can mainly be the lack of communication and ignorance to the cause. Even as a journalist when I had to meet people, they feel like Kashmiris are intruders, don’t trust us. Most of the times the discrimination is very covert, anti-Kashmiri sentiment is not out there, it is very subtle but at the same time existent. Many Kashmiris have accepted this way of life, they are aware of the discrimination but don’t do anything much about it. 
This subtlety can be understood in terms of the atmosphere created for Kashmiris. I had a fairly open workspace where there weren’t cases of explicit discrimination but it’s about the freedom an individual feels. The attitude, body language and confidence a Kashmiri has, in an arena dominated by Indians, is what defines this freedom. Most Kashmiris don’t feel very confident, wouldn’t express themselves completely and would be aware of the Kashmiri identity that they have. One doesn’t feel secure in India. On days like 26 January and 15 August, there is a sense of strong cautiousness. We can’t go anywhere out of fear. Other than that there are slight restrictions on Kashmiris in workplaces. My Kashmiri friend was about to get a raise in his salary but he put a Facebook status regarding Kashmir (read anti India) which later led to his raise getting cancelled and his boss giving him a warning that if he  does it again, he would be fired. A similar thing happened to me as well. I wrote a Facebook status and one of my colleagues reported it to my boss. Although I was let go with just a warning, the next day a Social Media Policy for all HT employees was circulated that implicitly stated that no political/ anti India posts should be put out. 
This Kashmiri identity is also linked with the Muslim identity because there aren’t any cases of Kashmiri Sikhs or Kashmiri Pandits being discriminated or facing such issues. So there is a double burden on us and an added threat to our security in India. 
	Post the floods, my friend and I made a documentary and displayed it in our college. This was when there were floods in Bihar, so there was a man in the audience who started questioning us for not talking about Bihar, said “Kashmiris aise hi hotehai” and later openly threatened us by saying he will break our legs if now we talk about Bihar. This was in a hall full of people, so its problematic that A. He felt that he could threaten us openly and get away with it. No one in the audience said anything to him or stopped him.
The books we read and movies we watch are also used against us. I was once accused of selling Kashmiri/anti Indian propaganda when I recommended a book to my friend. I am constantly asked why I don’t talk about Pandits and why I mostly write about Kashmir. 
But not all Indians are discriminatory, a lot are also indifferent and hence don’t make you feel like you don’t belong. So one needs to question if there is a sense of intimidation that the Indians face due to which they react in the way they do. One has to also reflect on the behavior of Kashmiris and understand the situation completely. In my opinion, most the times where Kashmiris are confronted, abused, beaten up for being Kashmiris is when there is either a India Pakistan match or when there is a political debate (not saying that Kashmiris aren’t discriminated just by the virtue of being a Kashmiri because there are cases where Kashmiris are beaten, abused etc when people heard they are Kashmiris). In a college where students were watching an India Pakistan match, when Pakistan won, the Kashmiri student got so charged up that he started cheering and banging the chairs and tables, which then later led the Indians beating him up. There are also cases where Kashmiris hurl slogans like ‘India ki barbaaditak’, which then led to an altercation. So is it fine to just play the victim card or should we also introspect on the threat we pose to the Indians and their nationalist identity. 
	There is a strange dichotomy in the way Kashmiris stay in India. For example spontaneous plans of going to a café for a coffee are made more amongst Kashmiri friends in India than in Kashmir. There is a sense of freedom that they get in India vis a vis the conservative atmosphere of Kashmir. Yet they are aware that they are in a foreign country, they are free in their occupier’s land but they know the land they are in is not theirs. 
One will notice and most Kashmiris, tourists as well as residents of Delhi, stay in one area. There are ghettos of Kashmiris in Delhi. The residents are mostly in and around Okhla, Malviya Nagar and Jangpura-Bhogal whereas the tourists also live in those areas or Old Delhi. It is important to see this trend and understand the reason for this. There is a strong concern for safety that a Kashmiri for him/herself when they move to India and due to this they tend to stay close to their own people. These areas are also inhabited by Afghani and Syrian refugees along with people from Nigeria. So one needs to think why Kashmiris find a sense of security in areas also occupied by other minorities and that too Muslim. 
Kashmiris do face subtle as well as on your face discrimination. Post any terrorist attack Kashmiris are the ones who are picked up. After the JNU incident, there was a witch hunt for Kashmiris. There is a constant surveillance on Kashmiris wherever they are in India. Absurd cases like the one in Chhattisgarh, where Kashmiri students were charged under sedition for writing anti India content on Facebook are very frequent. Reporting of cases where Kashmiris face harassment or discrimination has only increased in the past 3-4 years.  Kashmiris never had any space or avenue provided to them for this reporting. In my college, students of Kerala had a union and could go to them for any issue but there isn’t any for Kashmiris. This mainly arises out of the fear that people will misconstrue their union as something else and create many problems. Along with that neither the national media not Kashmiri media ever reported such cases. I once did a report but due to limited time and resources, it wasn’t intensive enough. 
As far as national media, like the one I worked for is concerned, there are editorial constraints. They don’t want Kashmiri stories to come out as it goes against the nationalist narrative they more often than not try to push. The only time they will cover related to Kashmir is when it is big and the way it is written is also problematic. They don’t present facts, rather negative ideas and biased information towards Kashmiris. There was an incident where my friend was standing in line and got a call from his mother. The minute he started talking in Kashmiri, a couple standing behind him, pulled their child and told him to stay away. When my friend confronted the parents on their behavior, they claimed that Kashmiris are terrorists and they had heard the same on Zee news. This goes to show how the Indian media narrative is important and how it shapes the way Indians see Kashmiris. There is a clash of narratives which mostly exists in the form of electronic media, not print. Hashtags are also detrimental to the way in which Indian mindset towards Kashmiris is created. The visual imagery and villainous image of the Kashmiri that it creates, plays an important part in the propaganda pushed by Indian state. 
The Kashmiri media unfortunately doesn’t report enough, which in my opinion it should. Their reporting is mostly reactionary journalism; they don’t try to go beyond just stating the incident, like they have a template and just change the name and place of incident. They don’t follow up, don’t try to understand why any incident takes places in the first place and what happens to the victim post the incident. The reason why Kashmiri media doesn’t report might be due to lack of resources. But things are changing; there are news portals like Wire, Scroll etc that are giving good unbiased news but the access to that is very limited.  There is a need for the state government to take serious action and help Kashmiris in India and try to find a way out. 

Kokernag teacher alleges custodial torture, SHO denies

Jan 2: A group of residents from Gadool village of Kokarnag area in south Kashmir’s Anantnag district held a protest demonstration alleging a police officer is threatening villagers and demanding bribes. Among the protesters at the press enclave at Srinagar was a government teacher Farooq Ahmed Magray who alleged that the Station House Officer Kokarnag has let loose a reign of terror in the area.
Magray while displaying torture marks on his body told media that he became a soft target of the police after he got a police sub-inspector arrested at the hands of Vigilance Organization. “I am being called to police station Kokarnag on daily basis and recently during agitation a retired Assistant Sub-Inspector informed me that SHO Kokarnag is intending to book you under Public Safety Act and demanded Rs 50,000 to save the skin. I afforded only Rs 10,000,” he claimed and added that after few day’s this ‘police broker’ again approached him and demanded more money. “When I refused to pay anything, I was booked in a criminal case. SHO Kokarnag refused to accept the bail granted by the court. I was mercilessly beaten up,” he alleged.
Terming the allegations baseless, Station House Officer Kokarnag Tariq Yousuf said that more than 8 cases stand registered against the teacher since 2002 in the police station and most of the cases are related to section 354 (outraging modesty of woman) and rioting. He said Farooq Ahmed was a former militant and had been also booked under 7/25 Arms Act. Recently, he was arrested for beating up a woman. The bail he submitted was not valid. There is nothing personal against him,” he said.

Boy in Coma After Hit by DySP   

On 29th April 2015, Javaid Ahmad Lone was arrested by the local police in Baramulla when police and army raided their house in midnight. He was arrested along with his elder brother Parvaiz Ahmad Lone who was a drug peddler. According to Javaid’s father Mohammad Amin Lone, while talking to The Informative Missive Javaid was innocent and the police assured him that he will be released the other day.  
	Unfortunately, he wasn’t. He was released after four days of the arrest. While talking to The Informative Missive Amin Lone says he was severely tortured mentally and he had been beaten as well by the DySP. To complain about the same, he went to then Director General of Police, K Rajendra on May 5. The DGP writes a letter to SSP Baramulla to investigate about the same. Eventually, the DySP arrested Javaid again on April 8 and was beaten badly. The boy slipped into unconscious state presumed as dead. At the same time his father was put in the police custody. 
 (
 
Bedridden 
Javaid Lone
      
)[image: I:\baramulla 1.png]On the same evening Amin Lone was asked to travel to Srinagar SMHS hospital along with two police officials. When he reaches the hospital, doctors declare his son dead. Right at that point of time, the police officials run away from SMHS where the body was lying. When people pick him up, he makes a cry which tells the people around that he was still alive. He was quickly shifted to ICU where he stays till 11th April. On April 11, he was shifted to a general ward keeping his good condition in view. 
On April 12th, a pro-freedom leader, Nayeem Khan visits them in SMHS hospital and enquires about the case. According to Amin Lone he was the one who informed DySP Baramulla about his son being alive. The same evening DySP raided the ward and tried to snatch away all their medical records but fails in his attempt when a doctor stops them. Amin Lone says he continuously got death threats after that. In the meanwhile, the team of doctors who attended Javaid got changed. Allegedly the doctors put Javaid on a drug overdose which worsened his condition and lead to hypoxic brain injury. After a lot of requests, Javaid’s father fails to discharge themselves from the hospital and eventually takes a leave document on a normal piece of paper on May 28. He then goes to Chandigarh Fortis hospital after selling his properties to pay of the costs. Stays there for 90 days and finally leaves with not much improvement and lack of funds. The roller-coaster ride of miseries continues till day and Javaid lies on his bed. Amin Lone is trying to raise the money for his operation which costs around 9.0 lacs. The family lives currently in Baramulla.
 (
 
)[image: I:\baramulla 2.jpg]	Javaid, 9th pass student has memorised the whole Quran (Hafiz) at the early age. He wanted to go again to get a certificate in 2015 but it was not meant to be. Javaid was a helpful and cheerful child, he loved driving, learnt to drive on his own; he had so many dreams of what he wanted to do with his life. 
Detailed timeline of events:
· Year 2010- Mohammed Amin Lone, 50, employed as a stone-breaker in Baramulla, has three sons and three daughters. His wife had passed away in 2007.
He learnt that his middle son, Parvaiz Ahmad Lone, deals with drugs. Parvaiz was arrested by Baramulla police on charges of PSA and remained in custody for almost four months, after which, he was shifted to Udhampur for a year. 
· Year 2011- Parvaiz was released from jail but his drug dealing did not end, and he also consumed and sold drugs. Mohd Lone threw him out of the house. Parvaiz shifted to Sheer, Baramulla but got arrested again for 15 days. On his return, he continued his drug-dealing habits. Feddup, the father threw him again out of house. 
Aijaz Ahmad Lone, the eldest son of the three become an SPO (He has also had criminal record). Since 2006, his father had already thrown him out of house. He wasn’t living with him.
· Year 2013- Parvaiz meets an accident while driving in a car full of drugs. He undergoes treatment but doesn’t get arrested.
· Year 2014- Parvaiz gets arrested in Pampore with car full of drugs. He was himself high on drugs that time. He stays in custody for two months. He fathers pays for bail because Parvaiz was getting married.
· Year 2015, 29 April:  Mohammad Lone had informed police of Parvaiz’s drug dealing and Parvaiz was again arrested. This time, police took the youngest son, Javaid Ahmad, into custody though there was no case against him.  Even the FIR filed doesn’t mention Javaid’s name. In fact when the father enquired as to why `javaid was also arrested, police said he was just being questioned and would be released by evening.
In the evening of that day, police said Javaid would be released the next day. Again, in the morning, the father was told he would be released by evening. This continued to happen for the next four days. 
· Year 2015: May 3: the newspaper Srinagar Times published a story and mentions his arrest. Mohammad Lone came to know of this when CID officers told him of the news.
· May 4:  Javaid is released. He was psychologically tortured severely and beaten very badly. He was severely frightened and threatened that his nails would be puled out. There were injury marks on his body, on his legs and back.
· May 5: father (Mohd Amin Lone) and Javaid go and see DG Srinagar, K Rajendra and complained about Javaid’s condition. 
· May 6:  The DG  called the SSP in Mohd Lone’s presence and later gave him a letter addressed to SSP Barahmullah. Then on the same day Javaid files an affidavit in court that Aijaz his brother tortures him mentally and gives him death threats. 
· May 7: Mohd Lone gets arrested again. Police do not tell him why he is arrested or what the charges are. Lone called his daughter and told her to go and stay in a relative’s home. He told her there were Rs 30,000 with him and told her to take this with her. The daughter, along with Javaid, came to the police statin to visit the father. 
· On May 8: Javaid is arrested and beaten severely by the DySP, Javaid Yehya Teli. On the same evening, Mohd Lone is hurriedly summoned by police to the SMHS Hospital and discovers Javaid i almost dead. On 9th morning, doctors declared him dead.  A shroud was being draped over him when suddenly, he responded and doctors realised that he was alive. Later on treatment goes on and on 11th May he is shifted from ICU to ward. 
· On May 12, separatist leader Nayeem Khan visits them in hospital. Mohd Lone says he did not call Naeem Khan nor does he know how the latter learnt of the case and why he came to the hospital. The same evening, the DySP, Yahya Teli came to the hospital and said that Naeem Khan had called him up to say that Javaid was still alive. 
The doctors go into a flurry of activity and even snatch the medical papers from Mohammad Lone, Lone is unable to understand what the doctors are trying to do. He is not allowed near his son. 
On the same evening by midnight Javaid goes into coma. He remained in coma for the coming 28 days. Doctors do not tell him what is wrong with his son or what the line of treatment is. 
· 0n June 6, he forcibly leaves the hospital without a formal discharge and goes back to home. 
After few days, he goes to Chandigarh with Javaid and the youngest daughter. He admitted Javaid in Fortis for one-and a half- month. He still saw no improvement in his son’s condition. He went to Max Hospital for treatment.
· In August he moved to Jammu and stayed for a month. Then came back to Kashmir.
· In November went back to Jammu and started treatment with Sushil Razdan and KK Pandita. The same goes on for five months.
· Year 2016- In March end they come back to Kashmir. And since then the treatment has been going on in Kashmir and the father is trying to raise money for the shunt that a Gurgaon based doctor suggested while their five month stay in Jammu.

Enforced Disappearance
Man Witness to His Sons Arrest Shocked by Army Claim 

Seventy-year-old man, Mohammad Latief Janjua has witnessed his two sons were taken away by 28 Madras Army stationed at 12 Brigade Camp Machi Krand 2 km from Uri, Baramulla. Later the army claimed both have escaped from its custody and had crossed over to Pakistan for arms training. The escape theory of the army was rubbished by Latief as a pack of lies. Mohammad Latief was also arrested and tortured for eighteen days in the camp. 
 (
They also claimed they recovered a doubtful map from their house (actually a mere document of Uri Civil Power Project with which Latief used to work). 
The Brigadier’s demand came as a shock to Latief as to why the officer wants him to cross border and get them weapon. Latief expressed his inability to oblige the officer.
The MLA shocked him by saying that army had told him they had never arrested his children.  
) (
Disappeared Sons of Latief Janjua
)[image: ]Now almost nineteen years have gone by, there was no clue of whereabouts of Mohammad Latief’s sons Mohammad Younis and Abdul Hameed. However, Latief firmly believes that his sons were executed by the army and their bodies had not been given to him, as the army want to mask the crime. Mohammad Latief had received a relief of Rs. 2 lac from deputy commissioner’s office but that didn’t stop him from perusing the case for investigation. The charges on which Latief’s sons were arrested were far from the truth. 
This month, Mohammad Latief visited the office of The Informative Missive to record his ordeal and to file a case before the High Court to investigate into the double disappearance. Latief, assisted by a local Sarpanch, a Pahari comes from Manchikurende, village of Uri, Baramulla district. He was once part of the Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) but had to discontinue his association with the organization for his personal reason the one given that he can’t regularly visit Srinagar. Uri is over 108 km from Srinagar district.
 	On the evening of August 19, 1998, at 10 pm, army from 28 Madras - 12 Uri Brigade entered Mohammad Latief’s empty houses situated at Manchikurende village. One house belongs to Latief while the other house was of his elder son Mohammad Younis. Both the houses were adjacent to each other. Younis’s house was set on fire while Latief’s house was occupied by the army. They stocked some of their weaponry in a Dhok (shack) adjacent to the houses.  That time Latief and his family lives in a Dhok some 8 km from his house up in the mountains.
Early in the morning Latief was informed by a local woman that his house was occupied by the army and his son’s house was burnt down last night. Latief along with his sons rushed to the village. The trio was beaten by the army and accusing them of being militants and hiding weapons in the houses. They also claimed they recovered a doubtful map from their house (actually a mere document of Uri Civil Power Project with which Latief used to work). 
Some of the soldiers took Latief’s sons to Uri Brigade, 3 kms away from the houses, while majority of them stayed back at Latief’s house. Latief was beaten intermittently for the whole day.  In the evening, Latief’s wife Akbar bi came. She pleaded before the army to leave her husband. The army released Latief on the conditions that he would be there by the next morning. 
Next day, both husband and wife came back.  The army asked Latief that they had inputs that he possesses a weapon. Latief possesses a licensed weapon, which he handed over to the army along with the license. Thereafter, he was also taken to the Brigade camp. There he was tortured {mostly beaten by hands and sticks} for eighteen days along with his sons. The Brigadier (name not known) asked Latief that he would be send across PAK where from he has to get a pistol. 
The Brigadier’s demand came as a shock to Latief as to why the officer wants him to cross border and get them weapon. Latief expressed his inability to oblige the officer. It was the time LOC was hot with intense cross border shelling. Many shells had landed in Latief’s village.  
After 18 days, army called in two locals and wants father and sons to be handed over to them. However, Latief wants that they should be handed over to police station, which was just adjacent to Uri brigade camp. Army paid no heed to Latief’s request and took them in a vehicle along with the two locals. At Bandi village they came down from the vehicle, as the road from thereon was not transportable. From there they were taken by army by foot back to their house. In the evening, army tied Latief in the house and took back his both sons to an unknown location. It was the time when army fully leaves Latief’s house.    
On next day, villagers found Latief tied in his house crying for help.  The village Numberdar Kishan and Latief visited a nearby house where army had shifted from Latief’s house. When the Numberdar asked the army officer about Latief’s sons, he was told they had fled from their custody and had been likely crossed over the LOC. The army’s theory was not convincing. Latief strongly believes that it was impossible for any person, that too tortured, to break through the army custody. 
The brothers were tortured for eighteen days. When Latief was with his son in the camp they had torture injuries all over their bodies. They were not able to walk freely. Latief believes both of his sons might have been died of torture and to lid the crime army had disappeared them or they may have been killed in fake encounter somewhere close to the LOC and pass them as militants.   
 	For months Latief kept going to the Brigade Camp but he was never allowed entry to talk to officails there. 
After three months Latief visited Uri Brigade camp for obtaining his licensed gun. This time he was allowed in, however, he was told that the gun license has been expired and the army had misplaced his weapon. When Latief moved his eyes across the room he spotted his gun beneath a table, and showed it to the army.  Then the gun was given to him but without its cartridge. 
After few months Latief travelled over 400 km to reach Jammu division to meet a Member of Legislative Assembly Mohammad Shafi Uri to seek his help in releasing his sons. In winters politicians move to Jammu.  The MLA shocked him by saying that army had told him they had never arrested his children.  
As there was no hope left for Latief, he started visiting Peers (faith-healers) to seek spiritual help. The peers kept him in dark by their wild guesses. Some told him his sons were alive but in trouble and some gave false hope of their return. 
Younis had three children while Abdul Hameed had none. Younis’s wife re-married after waited for three years for her husband’s return and Hameed’s wife waited only for a year. Younis’s children were living with Latief.  All of them were minors on time of their father’s disappearance. 
After the disappearances of his sons Latief was the only source of income. To mitigate his suffering he filed a relief case before the Deputy Commissioner’s office Baramulla. In year 2016 he received ex gratia relief of only Rs. 2 lac. 

CRPF turns down query on use of pellet guns in Kashmir

Jan 08: The CRPF has refused to disclose the SOP for use of pellet guns and quantum of ammunition fired by the force to quell protests in Jammu and Kashmir, saying the RTI applicant who had made the query had levelled no allegations of human rights violation or corruption.
Human rights activist Venkatesh Nayak had sought to know the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for using pellet guns which led to large-scale injuries and blindings during the recent prolonged unrest in the Kashmir valley, and quantum of ammunition used since July 1, 2016 till date. He also wanted the rank-wise number of CRPF personnel injured while conducting operations since July 1, 2016.
"In the instant case, there appears no violation of human rights as well as the facts do not attract allegations of corruption. Moreover, your application does not make any reference to such allegations. Hence, this department is not liable to provide any information under the RTI Act, 2005," the Central Public Information Officer said.
Reacting to the response of the force to his query, Nayak said, "When SOP is kept a secret, how can victim bystanders assess whether the actions taken by the CRPF personnel were excessive or not. How can they make a case for compensation and demand accountability of security personnel who caused them injury for no fault of theirs." 

Rehabilitate all pellet victims: Doctors’ plea to Govt
‘850 youth have been disabled for life’

Jan 09: While Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti announced jobs for those blinded by pellets during the last summer unrest, doctors have urged the government to rehabilitate all the persons hit by pellet in eyes, arguing that majority of them have been rendered handicapped for life.
As per records at SMHS Hospital more than 1150 persons were hit in one or both eyes by pellets fired by security forces during five months of unrest. Of these, as per the hospital records, about 850 victims have “visual impairment of varying degree”.
“We have already sent the records of these 850 victims to the government,” said a senior doctor at the hospital.
Explaining the nature of the injuries faced by these victims, a surgeon at Ophthalmology Department, who has been following the eye injury cases since July last year, said: “A large number of them are ‘legally blind’ and can’t see beyond three meters of distance. In addition, we have a category of pellet injured victims whose vision is restricted to forms of objects and hand movements in front of eyes.”
“Some of them have just ‘perception of light’ and they can only tell if a bright light is shined on their eye, nothing more,” the doctor said.
The doctor said that despite treatment for past five to six months at least 300 of the pellet victims have not shown “much progress” in terms of restoration of vision.
“These are the cases where pellets had injured and destroyed eye in areas vital for vision – optic nerve, retina, macula or cornea,” said the doctor.
	Of total number of those injured in eyes, at least 50 had their both eyes ruptured by pellets. “Then there are those injured who have lost one eye completely and have injury to other eye as well,” said the doctor.
A senior ophthalmologist said the pellet-injured “would never get accurate vision back”. “Technically they have been left with visual handicap for entire life,” he said.
Health officials said that government had sought details of people with grievous injuries in eyes from hospitals. “We have submitted a list as well as records of 850 victims, all of them had grievous injury and have been rendered ‘legally blind’,” officials said.
	They said as per Section 320 of Indian Penal Code “any injury to eye that induced permanent vision loss was a grievous injury”. Legal blindness, doctors said, is a “field of vision less than 20 degrees and a visual acuity of less than 6/60.”
Giving details of the nature of visual handicaps, doctors said retina injuries due to pellets were the commonest. The retina, they said, was very difficult to repair in case of pellet injuries. “It becomes crumpled with the injury. Nothing seems to work to repair a damaged retina in pellet injury,” they said. Further, they said, people with macula injuries would have “some vision” but “not of much use”. Macula is the critical area near the centre of the retina in eye, the region of keenest vision.
“These people, after vitrectomies and other retina surgeries would not be able to read properly, cannot do daily chores… any task that requires a person to see. There will always be a black hole in front of their eyes,” a doctor said.
He said about 50 victims had their Optic Nerve damaged by pellet injuries. The Optic Nerve is the nerve cable that transmits visual signals to the brain making chances of vision “almost zilch”.
As per official data more than 550 of total 1150 persons whose eyes were ruptured by pellets fired by security forces belonged to the age group below 20. Another 170 victims with pellet injuries in their eye(s) were minors, below the age of 15.
“We can’t say which pellet-hit eye will regain vision, when, and how much,” Dr S Natarajan had told media. “An eye trauma is a life-changing injury where most victims, apart from physical trauma, also undergo psychological trauma due to impairment in a sensory organ, as well as the cosmetic effects.”

SITs to probe summer killings, kin of each victim to get Rs 5 lakh: Govt

Jan 09: The government ordered a Special Investigation Team (SIT) to inquire the killings of an ATM guard and a lecturer while asking district-level investigation teams to probe other civilian killings.
A 21-year-old ATM guard Riyaz Ahmad Shah of Chattabal area of Srinagar and a 30-year-old lecturer from Khrew area of Pampore, Shabir Ahmad Mangoo were among 92 civilians killed at the hands of Army, Police and paramilitary forces during the 2016 summer uprising in Kashmir.
Winding up the adjournment motion on the killings of Kashmiri civilians in 2016, Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti turned down opposition’s demand of ordering a judicial probe into all the civilian killings saying the future course of action would be decided only if the district-level investigation teams that would probe these killings feel the need for it.
The CM did not budge to the opposition’s demand saying the report of the Justice (Retd) M L Koul Commission appointed by the then State government led by Omar Abdullah to probe the killings of 128 civilians in Kashmir at the hands of government forces in 2010 had submitted its report to her only a few days back.
For the past 27 years, the State has been ordering three types of probes into human rights violations committed by the armed forces – magisterial inquiries led by Deputy Commissioners or some senior bureaucrats, judicial inquiries and statutory inquiries under the Commission of Inquiry (CoI) Act of 1962.
Usually, the State governments would order one of the three types of these inquiries into the killings of civilians although most often these inquiries would never conclude.
REHABILITATION OF AFFECTED FAMILIES
Mehbooba said a compensation of Rs 5 lakh would be provided to every family that had lost its dear one during the 2016 uprising while the government was also committed to give a job to one person of the family on compassionate basis.
She said those youth who had been blinded would be provided free education in top schools like DOON International while for those injured having permanent disability, the government was thinking of increasing the compensation of Rs 75,000 normally provided in these cases and also increasing the compensation of Rs 25,000 normally provided to the injured having partial disability.
Earlier, the opposition created pandemonium in the Legislative Assembly and objected to the Speaker Kavinder Gupta’s suggestion of holding Question Hour before the Chief Minister’s reply to the House on the adjournment motion on civilian killings of 2016 in Kashmir.

Govt still ‘collecting’ details of people killed, injured in 2016 uprising

Jan 20: The Jammu and Kashmir government is compiling and collecting the details of persons who lost their lives or received injuries in action by forces during the 2016 uprising in Kashmir to provide them the ex-gratia relief or compensation, the Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti said in a written reply in the Legislative Assembly.
In response to a question by MLA Gulzar Ahmad Wani on steps taken to provide compensation/ex-gratia relief/financial assistance to those who lost their lives or received serious injuries or those who lost their eyesight by use of pellet guns during the 2016 uprising, the Chief Minister, who is also J&K’s Home Minister, has stated: “…the details about the persons, who lost their lives, received injuries or lost their eyesight due to pellets in the recent law and order disturbances in the Valley are being compiled/collected from various sources/agencies.”
Interestingly, the J&K government has stated that they have not received any report of damage to residential houses by the Police or CRPF during the five-month-long uprising triggered by the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani on July 8 last year.
“No such reports/complaints have been received so far. However there were certain media reports which are being ascertained/verified,” the Chief Minister said, in response to the MLA’s query on steps taken by the government to provide compensation those whose residential houses were damaged by the police and CRPF during the uprising.

Kashmiris in India States 
· 
· Jailed in Chhattisgarh for sedition, Sopore boy ‘won’t go back’
Jan 15: Tawseef Ahmad Bhat, a resident of Gund Brath in Sopore, was jailed in August on sedition charges by Chhattisgarh police. He was released three months later in November from central jail of Durg in Chhattisgarh. Since then, he has been living at his home in Sopore and says that he will not go to ‘India’ again.
Tawseef was arrested on the night of August 2 after activists of Bajrang Dal complained to police against a post on his Facebook wall which displayed a cartoon of a broom shooing away a mouse that was rendered in the colours of the Indian flag. The caption read, “Go India Go Back”.
Tawseef Ahmad, 25, who did an MBA from Chhattisgarh and was employed in a mobile phone company until he was arrested, now sits unemployed in his home in Gund Brath. His father Ghulam Ahmad said that his son had lost much weight in the three months in jail.
“I was picked up by police of Motilal police station from Sagar railway station. When I was in the police vehicle, I asked them on what charges they were arresting me. Instead of telling my crime, they asked me, ‘what have you done? We got orders from higher officials to arrest you’,” Tawseef told media.
“After reaching Motilal police station, I was chained and tied to one of the tables for the whole night. No one told me my crime. On the second day, a police team arrived and told me that I had been arrested for writing against the Indian state on my Facebook wall. Print-outs of my Facebook wall were in their hands which they showed me. I was shocked to learn that someone can be arrested for writing or sharing something against the state,” Tawseef said.
His bail pleas were rejected twice in three months, one by a lower court, and the second by a session court. “It was really hard for us to fight for our son’s release in an alien state. When we applied for bail in the high court, it lay pending there for more than one month. Finally it was Justice Gautam Bhaduri who released my son’s bail orders,” Ghulam Ahmad told media.
Tawseef said that the post e was arrested for was just one of the posts uploaded by a Kashmir news agency.
“When I was first produced in court, the judge told me you have to go to jail, without hearing anything from my side. I was taken to central jail in Durg where I was kept in a separate cell for 20 days before I was produced again in court with a chargesheet. They didn’t let me meet my family until I was produced in court the second time, where my father told me we are doing our best and we will get you released very soon. The words of my father were my only hope in those difficult days,” Tawseef said.
“For those three months in jail, I was so afraid because I was the only Kashmiri in fourteen cells. Thanks to God, nobody harmed me there. I avoided even eye contact with the other prisoners,” Tawseef recalled.
“I still wonder if writing on Facebook was enough reason to destroy my career. I was the best performer in my office in Chhattisgarh. But now I am jobless and if I apply somewhere, they reject my application because of this charge, even in Kashmir,” Tawseef said.
“I am finding my life more difficult than in jail. No company is ready to give me a job. If I go out with my friends, my parents call me to come home, because they are still afraid for me.
I don’t want to go out of my Kashmir anymore. The people in India don’t accept you as their own. In colleges, offices and at other places, you are alien to them,” Tawseef said.
“It was the most difficult time in our life. We were affected mentally as well as financially to get our son released. Now we will not let him go out of our sight even if he is jobless,” Ghulam Ahmad said.
While I was coming out from Tawseef’s home, I saw people still coming to congratulate the family for their son’s release.
· Kulgam man sentenced to death for sedition by Bengal court
Jan 21: A Kashmiri man was sentenced to death by a court in Bongaon in West Bengal's North 24-Parganas district in a case of “waging war against the government”, triggering protests in his native village and adjoining areas. 
Muzaffar Ahmed Rather of Khee-Jogipora village of Kulgam district was sentenced to death by judge Binay Kumar Pathak of Bongaon fast track court-1 alongwith two Pakistani nationals arrested by BSF in 2007 from the Indo-Bangladesh border at Petrapole. According to officials, the Pakistani men- Mohammed Younus and Abdullah- are residents of Pakistan's Karachi and Haripur respectively. 
The three have been booked under IPC Sections 120B (punishment of criminal conspiracy), 121 (waging, or attempting to wage war) and 122 (collecting arms with intention of waging war against the Government of India), CID DIG (Operations) Nishad Pervej told PTI.
“They were arrested by BSF while trying to enter India through its international border with Bangladesh at Petrapole on April 4, 2007. They had a plan to attack army camps in Jammu and Kashmir, but before they could proceed with their plan they were caught by BSF and handed over to Bangaon police station," he said.
“The probe found that all the four were well-trained in using AK-47 rifle, hand grenades and manufacturing bombs.”
Sheikh Abdullah Nayeem alias Sameer from Maharashtra, who was also arrested along with them, had managed to flee in 2013 when he was being taken to Mumbai.
“During investigation, it was found that Abdullah was a teacher while Sheikh Abdullah Nayeem was an engineer by profession. They were involved in an incident of bomb blast in Mumbai,” he said.
The three underwent polygraph tests, narco tests and brain mapping during the probe conducted by the state CID.
Meanwhile, hundreds of people assembled to protest against the death sentence of Muzaffar and tried to march towards Kulgam town. The police, however, dispersed them using force triggering clashes. People continued to hold protest demonstrations in Khee village throughout the day alleging that a Kashmiri man cannot get justice in an Indian court.
· Police intervene to release youth from Andhra
Jan 28: Five youth from Shopian detained on suspicion by Vijaywada Police in Andhra Pradesh were released only after intervention of District Police Shopian, sources said on Saturday.
The detained youth were identified as Javaid Ahmad Dar son of Abdul Rehman Dar R/O Safanagri Shopian, Javaid Akbar son of Mohammad Akbar Wani R/O Darwani, Amir Paul son of Ghulam Mohammad Paul R/O Darwani, Sanullah Bhat son of Mohammad Akbar Bhat R/O Darwani and Bashir Ahmad Sheikh son of Abdul Aziz Sheikh R/ O Kashwa Shopian, sources told media.
All of them had gone to Vijayawada to seek admission in a madrassa, sources said.
They were found capturing videos and taking pictures around Gannavaram airport and were detained for questioning by the Police.
No sooner their family members came to know they informed Police station Zanapora in Shopian district.
Sources said that SSP Shopian Tahir Saleem personally spoke to the concerned authorities in Vijaywada and ensured the release of the youth.

Media Agony

With noticeable drop in the intensity of the protests, there was no change in the attitude of the army forces towards local media men. The journalists continued to face the armed forces wrath. This month a photojournalist got injured in a teargas shell fired by the forces and two of the journalists were abused and threatened with blindness by pellets. In past, the journalist fraternity protested the hostile conduct of the forces with the concerned authorities; however, nothing seems changed on the ground. The journalists continued to run the high risk while performing their professional responsibilities.
· Photojournalists say cop told us ‘leave or get blinded’
Jan 13: Many photojournalists working for local media outlets said police and paramilitary troopers abused and threatened them in Nowhatta, where they were covering clashes between protesters and government forces on Friday.
“A policeman holding a pellet gun shouted at us ‘tuih chivva yecchaan aen gacchin’ (do you want to get blinded)’. He was effectively threatening us that he would fire pellets at us. ‘Leave then’, he said. Then he abused me in particular,” said a photojournalist on the condition of anonymity as he fears reprisals.
Enraged by the threat, the photojournalists had a heated argument with the forces, telling them that these threats were preventing them from carrying out their professional duties.
“One of our colleagues (Zuhaib) was recently permanently blinded in one eye by pellets fired by CRPF troops in Rainawari. The fresh threat by this policeman has created fear psychosis among us,” said Omar Mehraj, a freelance journalist.
On September 4 last year, day after government forces assaulted several photojournalists at Batamaloo, two photojournalists — Muzamil Mattoo working with Kashmir Reader and Zuhaib Maqbool who works for an online portal — were hit by pellets while covering a protest in Rainawari area of old city.
Muzamil suffered pellet injuries in the head, back and an arm, while Zuhaib was hit in his eye, chest and face. The attack was followed by a heavy criticism from journalist fraternity and other organizations.
Inspector general of police (Kashmir) Syed Mujtaba Gillani told media, “We will get it addressed.”
Speaking on the issue, Kashmir Press Photojournalist Association president Farooq Javed told media that the Association will raise the issue with higher officials.
“I wasn’t myself present there. But being a president of a photojournalist’s association, we would talk to higher officials about the issue,” Javed said.
· Photojournalist Bilal Bhadur injured by teargas shell in Bijbehara
Jan 16: Photojournalist, Bilal Bhadur was injured in Bijbehara after hit by a tear smoke shell fired by the government forces during clashes between protesters and forces.
Affiliated with Weekly Kashmir Life, Bilal was in the south Kashmir town to perform his professional duties.
Clashes hit south Kashmir parts after three Hizb militants were killed during a gunfight in Awoora area of Anantnag district.
Bilal, according to eyewitnesses was hit by a direct tear smoke shell. They said that Bilal was rushed to Bijbehara hospital.

Highest number of people charged with ‘offences against state’ Jammu residents
50 in Jammu, 2 in Kashmir booked for sedition

Jan 29: The majority of the people booked for “offences against state” during and after last year’s uprising belong to Jammu region.
As many as 263 people have been booked for “offences against state” after the killing of Hizb Commander Burhan Wani on July 8 last year, 52 of them face the serious charge of “sedition”.
According to the data revealed in the assembly by the government, 177 people charged with ‘offence against the state’ are from Jammu region.
The J&K police under PDP-BJP alliance has also charged more (50) people in Jammu than Kashmir (2) for sedition under section 124-A of the Ranbir Penal Code.
In all, the police have registered 33 cases against civilians under various RPC sections of 120 to 130, all dealing with offences against the state, in Jammu and Kashmir. Nine of them include charges under sedition.
Eight of the 50 people from Jammu who have been charged with sedition have been charged in more than one FIR.
One of them, Saif-ud-Din Baagwan, 65, figures in all five FIRs (139/2016, 140/2016, 157/2016, 158/2016 and 174/2016) registered in police station Kishtwar.
Besides sedition, Baagwan faces charges under 120-B RPC (criminal conspiracy) and for offence against public tranquillity under RPC sections of 151-A and 153-A.
	Three cases have been slapped on one Abdul Qayoom Mattoo, a resident of Bagwan Mohalla, Kishtwar, while six others—Rehmat Ullah, Irfan Shah, Nissar Ahmad Bagwan, Fardoos Ahmad, Firdoos Ahmad Hajaam and Shabir Peer—have two cases registered against them each.
The data released by Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti in response to BJP MLA Ranbir Singh Pathania also reveals that of the 177 people in Jammu, 127 were booked in Bahihal area of Ramban district, 55 of them under a single FIR (105/2016) under RPC section 120-B (criminal conspiracy), 121-A (waging war against government of India), 147 (rioting), 148 (rioting armed with deadly weapons), 149 (unlawful assembly), 153-A (provocation causing rioting), 336 (endangering life of others) and 427 (mischief).
	As many as 40 persons have been booked in Kishtwar and 10 in Doda district, including prominent advocate, Babar, whose release was ordered by high court after quashing his detention order under draconian Public Safety Act.
In Kashmir, the police have charged 86 persons for the offences against the state and two of them— Mushtaq Ahmad Bhat alias Mustaqa Veeri of Anantnag and Zaffar Akbar Bhat of Bagi-e-Mehtab— have been booked for sedition.
Mushtaq has been also charged under section of 18 of Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act and RPC section 120-B in FIR (17/2016) registered in police station Anantnag while Akhbar, who heads Salvation Movement, has been booked in FIR (31/2016) registered in police station Chrar-i-Sharief in Budgam district.
Of the cases filed in the valley, three have been registered in Srinagar, two of them (168/2016 and 168/2016) in police station Saddar against persons who are “yet to be identified”, one each in Budgam (Chrar-i-Sharief) and Baramulla (Kreeri), three in Anantnag and nine in Kupwara districts’ Handwara area.
The most number of people (25) named in a single case stands registered in Handwara (FIR number 365/2016). They face charges under RPC sections 148, 149,336, 332, 436, 511 (attempt to commit offence), 307 (attempt to murder), 121-A and 13 Unlawful Act.	
While 263 persons have been charged with offences against state, government arrested 8,587 persons to quell the last year’s uprising. Among them include 519 juveniles.

JK Govt identifies 100 acres for settling Pandits
Pockets to come up in all 10 districts of Kashmir: Home Ministry officials

Jan 23: The Jammu and Kashmir government has identified 100 acres of land at eight places in the valley for settlement of Kashmiri Pandits.
These pockets will be spread across all 10 districts of the valley, officials in the Union Home Ministry said.
According to the official figures, as many as 62,000 Kashmiri migrant families are registered with the government out of which 40,000 are registered in Jammu, 20,000 in the New Delhi and remaining 2,000 in the rest of India.
The NDA government, after assuming office in 2014, had earmarked Rs 500 crore for rehabilitation of the Kashmiri Pandits.
Taking up the issue of their rehabilitation, Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh had written to the then Chief Minister Omar Abdullah to identify land for resettling them.
The Union Home Minister had suggested that land may be identified near their native places also keeping in mind the security aspect.
However, the Abdullah government had cited the model code of conduct for elections, which was in existence at that time, as the reason for not taking up the task immediately but told the Centre that the idea was fraught with a danger as they could become easy targets for militants.
The Centre has also asked the state government to fill vacancies earmarked for Kashmiri Pandits. The sources said that out of 6000 jobs, 1700 had already been filled and the selection process for the remaining 4300 was being completed.

Court-martialled army officer reinstated after 26 years, def min fined Rs 5 cr

Jan 21: The Armed Forces Tribunal (AFT) has restored the services of a second lieutenant, who was court-martialled in 1991 and imposed a fine of Rs 5 crore on the ministry of defence.
SS Chauhan, who was a second lieutenant in Indian Army’s Sixth Rajput Battalion, was posted in Srinagar when he was court-martialled on various charges and also declared a deserter and mentally unstable.
The rank of a second lieutenant is no longer in use in the army and all new officers are commissioned as lieutenants.
Passing the judgment on January 19, justice DP Singh and air marshal Anil Chopra quashed Chauhan’s court-martial and ordered the defence ministry to reinstate the officer as well as provide him promotional avenues up to the stage of lieutenant colonel for the purpose of arrears of salary, pension benefits and rank.
The tribunal also ordered the ministry of defence to pay Rs 4 core to Chauhan and deposit Rs 1 crore with the Army Central Welfare Fund within a period of four months.
Chauhan, a native of Uttar Pradesh’s Mainpuri district, was court-martialled on November 4, 1991, and the order was approved by the then General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Srinagar.
The officer’s ordeal began when he recovered 147 gold biscuits weighing around 27.5kg during a search operation in Srinagar on April 11, 1990.
In his petition, Chauhan pointed out that the gold biscuits were recovered from a house in the presence of other soldiers and were handed over to the then Colonel KRS Pawar and then Lt General Zaki Mohammad Ahmad.
The gold biscuits were allegedly ‘embezzled’ by the senior army officers.
During the trial, the tribunal observed that Chauhan’s senior officers implicated him in false cases to ensure that the recovery of gold could be concealed from the government.
Justice Singh and Air Marshal Chopra directed the chief of the army staff to look into the matter and ensure that appropriate action is taken against those who were instrumental in persecuting Chauhan and complete the inquiry in four months.

Assembly passes resolution for return of Kashmiri Pandits

Jan 19: Jammu and Kashmir Assembly unanimously passed a resolution for creating a conducive atmosphere for the return of Kashmiri Pandits and other migrants to the Valley.
Soon after the House met in the morning, former Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said the Assembly should pass a resolution for the return of Kashmiri Pandits and other migrants, rising above party politics.
As the Question Hour came to an end, Minister for Parliamentary Affairs Abdul Rehman Veeri approved that the resolution should be brought in the House. Speaker Kavinder Gupta moved the resolution which was passed by voice vote.
“Today marks the 27th year when our Pandit, Muslim and Sikh brothers were forced to leave the valley and toady this house should pass a resolution favouring their safe return,” Omar said.
He was supported by members from the treasury benches who welcomed the resolution by thumping the tables.
	Parliamentary Affairs Abdul Rehman Veeri said the government supports the resolution “as it depicts the real essence of ‘Kashmiriyat’ wherein people belonging to all faiths have lived together since antiquity. 
The resolution was passed unanimously, barring Independent MLA Langate Er Rashid, who opposed it on the contention that such resolutions have no effect on ground.

Irreversible loss to Kashmiri students due to unrest: Report

Jan 10: The education sector has been badly hit in Kashmir Valley during the five-month-long unrest, causing "irreversible loss" to students, the Economic Survey Report has said.
"Due to the closure of schools, the academic session got badly hit to the extent that it caused irreversible loss of study and tuitions to the students. The exams conducted by J&K Board of Secondary Education for 10th and 12th standard students covered only 50 per cent of the total syllabus. However, an option has been given to the students to appear in March (for 100 per cent syllabus coverage) also," according to the Economic Survey Report, 2016, tabled in the Assembly today.
It said 31 school buildings were gutted -- 17 fully and 14 partially -- during the five-month-long unrest following the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani in an encounter, whereas 15 school buildings were saved by employees of education department and local community from being burnt.
In 2016, schooling could be conducted only for a period of four months in Kashmir valley, it said. The 10th class and 12th class exams held in November covered only 40 per cent to 50 per cent of the total curriculum, it said, adding that students of classes 1st to 9th had to be given mass promotion.
The exposure to violence and armed conflict reduces the quantity of education attained by children of conflict areas.
Main contributories to the lessening of attainment of quantity of education include destruction of infrastructure, fear of sending children to schools, incorporation of youth into armed groups, negative economic shocks to households and forced displacement, the report said.
The loss of 50 per cent content of the syllabus will surely have to be covered by the student community itself so that they are able to compete in ensuing entrance exams held at the national level, it said.
Around 95 per cent students have appeared in the 12th board exam and 99 per cent students have appeared in the 10th exam in the Valley and decision was taken by the government for relaxing Term-2 examination from classes 1st to 8th.
The total strength of the enrolled students in 10th and 12th classes in the Valley schools is of the order of 56,277 and 31,964, respectively, during academic session 2016.
In higher education institutes, where the session started in March, class work could be conducted up to July 8 only and from July 9, the colleges have also been closed, resulting in loss of study of 130 days and more, the report said.
This has resulted in the delay in the coverage of 1st semester syllabus and also is resulting in the delayed conduct of 1st semester exams, it said, adding that hartals have also badly affected coverage of other semester studies.



Fake gunfight murders: Former SP Parihar out on bail, seeks transfer of cases to Jammu

Jan 27: Hans Raj Parihar, a police officer accused of picking up at least two civilians, murdering them in staged gunfights and passing them off as militants for money and awards, has sought transfer of the three cases registered against him in Srinagar and Bandipora to Jammu.
Parihar has been released on bail by the high court at Jammu in November last year after the state government said it has “no objections” if the former SSP assures that he will not leave the state without prior permission of the court.   Parihar had filed the petition before the high court’s Jammu wing and was granted bail on November 15 in three FIRs—06/2007 in Batamaloo-, 04/2007 in Zadibal- and 52/2006 in Sumbal police stations.
The cases among others pertain to the killing of a carpenter, Abdul Rehman Padroo of Larnoo Kokernag, and Showkat Ahmad Kataria, who was an imam (cleric) in a masjid at Zadibal here.
Parihar had sought the bail so that he could attend his daughter’s wedding ceremonies commencing 27 November and concluding on 1 December 2016.
State’s senior Additional Advocate General SS Nanda submitted before court that “he has no objections in granting a short bail to (Hans Raj Parihar) with a condition that during this period he shall not leave the state without the court’s prior permission and shall surrender immediately after the expiry of the bail period.”
“Having regard that (Hans Raj Parihar) in his capacity as father of the bride, besides making arrangements for the marriage has to perform some religious duties, (he) is granted temporary bail for a period of twenty days from judicial custody on furnishing personal bond of Rs 100,000 in each case to the satisfaction of the SP jail where he is lodged with two sureties of like amount to the satisfaction of registrar judicial,” the court had ordered.

HRW Reports on Kashmir Unrest 2016

Jan 13: Human Rights Watch (HRW) in its 'World Report 2017', said a crackdown on violent protests in Jammu and Kashmir beginning in July 2016 killed over 90 people and injured hundreds, fueling further discontent against government forces.
"Violent protests erupted in July 2016 after the killing of Burhan Wani and two other Hizb-ul-Mujahedin militants in an armed exchange with government forces in Jammu and Kashmir. In all, over 90 protesters and two police officers were killed, and hundreds of others were injured. The Central Reserve Police Force, a paramilitary unit, defended the use of shot guns that fired pellets and resulted in hundreds of eye injuries, even as it told the Jammu and Kashmir High Court that “it was difficult to follow the standard operating procedure given the nature of the protests.”
It also mentioned that in August 2016, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein expressed regret at the failure of Indian and Pakistani authorities to grant his office access to Jammu and Kashmir for a fact-finding visit. “Without access, we can only fear the worst,” he said.
In the 687-page 'World Report', its 27th edition, Human Rights Watch reviews human rights practices in more than 90 countries.
In his introductory essay, Executive Director Kenneth Roth writes that a new generation of authoritarian populists seeks to overturn the concept of human rights protections, treating rights as an impediment to the majority will.

No Compensation Provided to Burhan’s Family: CM

Jan 18: No compensation has been paid to the next of kin of slain Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani or his brother Khalid Muzaffar Wani, Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti said on January 18 while revealing that such exgratia has been given to the next of kin of 77 soldiers killed in the state since January 2015.
In a written reply to a question in the Legislative Assembly, Mehbooba, who also holds the Home Portfolio, said, “No Ex-gratia/compensation has been paid to the next of kin of Khalid Muzaffar Wani and Burhan Wani”.
Some months back, there a major controversy after the state authorities listed Muzaffar Wani as a potential beneficiary of the ex-gratia despite his being killed by security forces when he was returning after meeting his elusive brother Burhan.

Speaker Orders Probe into Minor’s Detention Under PSA

Jan 23: Amid demands for review of detentions under controversial Public Safety Act (PSA), Speaker of J&K Legislative Assembly Kavinder Gupta ordered inquiry into detention of a minor under the law after MLA Langate Er. Rashid produced his school birth certificate in the House.
The detention of Sahil Ahmad of downtown Srinagar echoed in the Legislative Assembly once again this morning when Er. Rashid produced his birth certificate which mentions his age as 14 years.
“It is hereby certified that Sahil Ahmad Malik son of Ghulam Mohiuddin  Malik was the student of our institute and his date of birth as per the school records vide admission no: 381 is 10-03-2002,” reads the certificate issued by Government Middle School, Pamposh Colony Palpora, Eidgah Srinagar.
Waving the birth certificate, Rashid stormed into the Well and demanded action against officials for detaining the minor under the PSA.
“This certificate has not been issued by Geelani. Pakistan has no hand in issuance of the certificate,” Rashid sarcastically remarked.
As Rashid continued his protests, MLA Kulgam Muhammad Yousuf Tarigami asked the Government to review the PSA detentions.
“The Government should show magnanimity and review cases of those who are behind the bars under PSA,” he said.
Amid uproarious scenes in the House, Law Minister Abdul Haq Khan accused Rashid of disrupting proceedings of the House.
	“You always behave like this,” Haq told Rashid.
The Minister, however, said the Government will examine the matter and take appropriate action under law.
	“We are committed to the announcement made by Chief Minister (regarding review of cases) on the floor of the House. We are releasing those who complete their detention period,” he said. “The minors are being lodged in juvenile homes.”
	As pandemonium prevailed in the House, the Speaker directed the Government to inquire the matter.
	“You (Government) should inquire into this,” the Speaker said.
	The Speaker’s direction prompted Rashid to return to his seat.
On January 21, Deputy Speaker Nazir Gurezi had directed the Government to ascertain Sahil’s age from the school where he was enrolled.
“Get his certificates from the school to ascertain his age,” Gurezi had directed the Government.

Arrests Spress Continues…
· 
Despite noticeable change in the political siuuation there seems no end to the arrest spress in Kashmir. Police keep hunting the youth who last year participated in the valley-wide protests. This month there are various reports of police arresting youth from various parts of the valley forcing many to keep chaging locations. 
· Police registers 3 FIRS in Kathua communal violence case
Jan 18:  Police have registered three FIRs in Kathua communal violence case and constituted a special investigation team (SIT) headed by a Dy SP level officer to probe the incident.
Police sources said FIR No.5/2017,7/2017&8/2017 have been registered for the three separate incidents and a SIT headed by SDPO Border Chadwal has been constituted to probe the cases and bring the culprits to justice.
SSP Kathua while divulging the facts of the incident said, “On January 9 Police Post Marheen learnt that one Muskeen Ali son of Alam Din resident of Haria Chak Kathua in league with some other persons has slaughtered a calf and has kept its head near his house with the intention to hurt the sentiments of Hindu community. A police party rushed to the spot and seized the head of the calf from Haria Chak, where some people had assembled to protest the sacrilegious act. Body of the slaughtered calf was also recovered from Village Hardo Muthi and the other remains were found near the house of said Maskeen Ali. Four persons were taken into custody, who were later on set free as per the laid down procedure.”
	However, he claimed, during course of investigation it surfaced that one Shukur Din alias Shonku son of Alam Din resident of Sunjwan in league with some other persons had indulged in this act and tried to involve Muskeem Ali in order to harm him on the basis of personal grudge.
“Details which came to light during investigation are that one lady namely Sakoora, sister of Maskeen Ali had married to Shukur before some 6/7 years. Having not good relations with her husband, the said lady left him and later married to another person Attar Din, without getting divorce from first husband, who was not also having good ties with (brother-in-law) Maskeen Ali. This led to enmity between the two and Shukur Din hatched a criminal conspiracy with Suleman (brother), Murad Ali son of Hanief Ali resident of Hardo Muthi and other two persons, slaughtered a calf, threw the head near the house of Musken Ali and cunningly conveyed some people from Hindu community in order to instigate them and take his revenge,” the SSP claimed.
He said, as a result of this communal tensions arose between the two communities and clashes erupted. “Police was deployed and senior police and civil officers visited the spot. Mild cane charge and aerial firing was resorted to save the situation from worsening. 11 persons including 4 police men and 3 Gujjars sustained injuries in stone pelting from both sides,” he said.
The SSP said again a group of people from majority community blocked the road and tried to march towards Gujjar Basti. “Some persons were also injured in stone pelting. Later some Gujjars pelted and attacked upon the police party deployed for law and order duties and also the other community members. Situation in the area is completely under control and the progress achieved on the investigation front is monitored by the senior officers on regular basis,” he added.
· 30 arrested in Baramulla locality
Jan 22: As many as 30 people, most of them youngsters, were arrested in Fatehgarh area of Baramulla district.
The youths, according to police, have been involved in pro-freedom protests and stone-pelting.
Local residents saaid police and army raided several houses in the locality on January 22 and rounded up the youth for questioning. The raids started at about 12am last night and lasted till 11am on January 22.
The arrests sparked off protests by locals, who demanded the release of these youth.
In a similar crackdown last night, four people, including two brothers, were picked up by police on charges of stone-pelting.
By evening, five of the arrested persons had been released.
A senior police official, posted in Baramulla district, said several youths have been preventing the police from carrying out anti-insurgency operations in the area.
· 14-yr-old Sahil being released
Jan 30: Chief Minster Mehbooba Mufti announced that Government would release Sahil Ahmad of Srinagar, whose detention had triggered frequents protests in the ongoing session of the Assembly. “We are going to release Sahil,” Mehbooba informed the Assembly. In the past two weeks, MLA Langate, Er. Rashid, had repeatedly disrupted proceedings of the Assembly seeking Sahil’s release.
He had also produced his birth certificate in the House which stated his age at 14 years.
· Hajin youth booked under PSA
Jan 31: Police booked a youth under Public Safety Act (PSA) at Hajin in this north Kashmir district, taking the total number of booked persons under PSA in the district to 51.
Sources said that Muhammad Iqbal Wani son of Ali Muhammad Wani of Hajin was booked under PSA on charges of stone pelting. He has been shifted to Kotbalwal jail in Jammu.
Earlier, 50 persons were booked under PSA for fuelling unrest and leading protests in the district. “Out of 51 persons, 33 were booked under PSA in Sumbal and Hajin areas while as 18 were booked under PSA in Bandipora township,” sources said.

Militarization
· 
· 13-yrs on, Army fails to pay rent for land occupied in B’pora village
Dec 2: Even after passing of 13 years Army is yet to pay the rent for the land occupied by them at Paribal village in this north Kashmir’s Bandipora district. 
As per the documents available with media Army’s 27 RR Unit has occupied 198 Kanals of land on a hillock in Paribal area of Aloosa tehsil. Out of the 198 Kanals, 113 belongs to State while 85 Kanals belong to locals.
A Revenue official told media that Army is bound to pay the rent both to the state and to the local land owners whose land is under their occupation since 2003. “As per the assessment out of 85 Kanals of land belonging to local land owners Army has to pay the rent for 58 Kanals since 2003. They also have to pay the rent towards the state for 113 Kanals of state land under their occupation since 2003,” he said.
Pertinently, Army had occupied the land spread over 198 Kanals in Paribal hillock In Aloosa tehsil of the district in 2003. Since then they haven’t paid any amount as rent either to state or to the local land owners.
Documents available with media reveal that Army has to pay an amount of Rs 16, 04992 from February 2003 to February 2013 and onwards to the land owners whose land is under their occupation.
“As per the assessment by Army and revenue department Army has to pay an amount of Rs. 1,79245 from 01-02-2003 to 15-02-2008. From 16—2-2008 to 29-12-2009 the payable amount was Rs. 6,32347. From 30-12-2009 to 15-02-2013 the amount paid was to be Rs. 3,78760 and from 16-02-2013 onwards the payable amount was Rs. 4, 14640. Since 2003 the total payable amount as rent by 
Army towards the local land owners for 58 Kanals becomes 16,049920,” the documents reveal.
A revenue official said that the rent assessment has been done only for the land belonging to local land owners.
Meanwhile, Srinagar based Army spokesperson, Col Rajesh Kalia said the concerned department has been informed to look into the matter.
· Govt Forces Occupy 1036 Buildings in JK
Jan 20: The Jammu and Kashmir Government informed the Legislative Assembly that 1036 Government and private buildings were still under occupation of security forces in the state.
In a written reply to a question, Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti, who is also Minister in-charge Home, disclosed that 1036 private and government buildings are still under the possession of security forces in the State.
The disclosure about massive occupation of infrastructure by government forces in the State comes at a time when successive regimes, post- 2001, have been making tall claims about the return of peace and normalcy in the conflict- hit region.
The Chief Minister also revealed that eight college and school buildings are still under occupation of forces- something that shows that students continue to study under the shadows of gun.
“Among these, 4 school buildings, 4 college buildings and one hostel are partially under the occupation of security forces,” the reply reads.
To a question on whether Government would evacuate security forces from Sher-i-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences and Technology Wadoora Sopore, the CM said no timeline can be set for eviction of forces from the varsity. “A small portion of SKUAST Wadoora Sopore is under the occupation of security forces (92 Battalion CRPF). However, no timeline could be laid down, considering that no alternate accommodation is available in the area and the presence of security forces is needed in view of prevailing security scenario,” the reply reads.
· Troops vacated from 1463 occupied buildings: Govt
Jan 27: The troops and paramilitary forces have been vacated from 1463 government and private buildings.
Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti, who also holds the portfolio of Home Ministry, on Friday told the Legislative Assembly that so far 1463 buildings including 495 government buildings and 968 private buildings had been vacated by shifting troops and paramilitary forces to alternate accommodations constructed for the purpose.
The CM was responding to a question of opposition Congress legislator from Bandipora, Usman Majeed.
She said Government of India (GoI) as well as the State government had issued directions from time to time for vacation of all government and private buildings under occupation of the troops and paramilitary forces in Jammu Kashmir.
The CM said Ministry of Home Affairs, GoI had released funds for construction of alternate accommodations in a phased manner.
	However, she said the buildings of Fisheries department at Bapoir, Ajas, Papchan in north Kashmir’s Bandipora constituency were still under the occupation of troops and paramilitary forces.
	The chief minister said steps were being taken for identification of alternate accommodations.
She said all these buildings would be vacated by troops and paramilitary forces as soon as alternate arrangements would be made.
Earlier, the CM had told the LA that troops and paramilitary forces continued to occupy 1036 buildings across the State of which four schools and four colleges and a hostel were partially under their occupation.
However, she had ruled out a time frame for the CRPF personnel vacating the agriculture college at Wadoora in north Kashmir’s apple township of Sopore.
“A small portion of SKUAST Wadoora, Sopore is under the occupation of 92 battalion of the CRPF but no timeline can be laid down considering that no alternate accommodation is available in the area and their presence is needed in view of the prevailing security scenario,” the CM had said.
	In February 2014, then chief minister Omar Abdullah had informed LA that 1856 buildings were under occupation of the troops and paramilitary forces after they had vacated 1468 of the 3324 occupied structures.
Omar had said that out of the 2445 private buildings, only 919 were vacated while 267 were vacated of the 547 government buildings till February 2014.
In March 2015, the government informed that 1307 private houses, 278 government buildings including educational institutions, 18 industrial units, five cinemas and 27 hotels continued to be occupied by troops and paramilitary forces.
In 2014, Omar had also divulged that 66,690 kanal and 10 marals of land was under the unauthorised occupation of the troops and paramilitary forces and that no rent had been paid to the land owners against the use of occupied land.
In January last year, the government constituted a three-member high-powered committee to monitor the decisions taken at a Civil-Military Liaison Conference on 29 September 2015, relating to Gulmarg, High Ground Anantnag, Tattoo Ground, Khurbathang-Kargil, Jammu Airport and University Campus Jammu.
In the CML meeting, chaired by former chief minister Mufti Muhammad Sayeed, three months’ timeline had been set for the Army to vacate High Ground Anantnag.
Similarly, three months deadline was set for the Army to vacate 139 acres of prime land at Tattoo Ground at Batamaloo that it has been occupied for decades.
Sayeed had called for delinking the vacation of land from all other issues to enable the government to develop basic facilities at the ground in the heart of Srinagar in the interest of the general public.
The meeting had also agreed to direct a high-level committee, constituted to work out the modalities for transfer of the 175.64 acres of land under the ‘unauthorised’ occupation of the Army at Gulmarg, in lieu of the land to be exchanged for the Tattoo Ground.
In fact, the decision to constitute the panel was taken at the CML conference chaired by then chief minister Omar Abdullah in November 2013.
The CML conference had also taken decision regarding vacation of Lower Khurbathong by the Army in Kargil.
Regarding the issue of 182,865 kanal of land with the army in Ladakh, it had decided that the Army and the civil administration would reconcile figures so that further course of action could be initiated in the matter.

· LC constitutes House Committee to investigate illegal occupation of Wakf assets 
Jan 30: Jammu and Kashmir government informed the Legislative Council that over 2871 kanals of Wakf land is under “illegal occupation” of Armed forces and JK Police in the State.
The Minister for Hajj and Auqaf, Farooq Andrabi, while replying to a query of NC, MLC, Shehnaz Ganie about the land occupied by government departments in the state, revealed that 2719 kanals of Wakf land is “illegally” occupied by the Defence and paramilitary forces in JK on which they either have established camps or bunkers. He said that 152 kanals of Wakf land is occupied by the Police and Home department in JK.
As the minister was responding, both the opposition legislators and treasury benches started blaming each other for illegal occupation of Wakf properties. However, later the Chairman, Legislative Council directed constitution of House Committee to investigate the matter. 
The Minister informed that total tally of 3265 kanals of Wakf land is occupied by the State. Giving details, Andrabi said that Health department has occupied 61 kanals of land , Irrigation Department , 39 Kanals 8 marlas , PHE department, 34 kanals 03 marlas, Revenue Department, 03 kanals ,18 marlas, Local bodies, 39 kanals 12 marlas. Sericulture department, 17 kanals 13 marlas, Horticulture 21 kanals 01 marlas of wakf land.
Municipality has occupied 11 kanals 12 marlas, Power Development Department, 4 kanals, 18 Marlas, JK Bank Authorities 1 Kanal 8 marlas, DoorDarshan Kendra, 3 Kanal, High Court 4 Marlas, GREEF (BEACON) Authorities, 2 Kanals, 16 marlas. Land Acquisition Department , 66 Kanals 9 Marlas, Post office 5 Marlas, Higher Education Department, 10 Kanal, Information Department, 3 Kanals 8 Marlas and Forest Department has occupied 4 Kanals, 10 Marlas, the minister stated.
	Andrabi said that process of retrieval of Wakf properties has been initiated and the matter has been taken up with the Home Department, as well as various others concerned departments for eviction of the Wakf property under their occupation.
“They have also been directed to pay the rent accrued from time to time. So far as individuals occupying the Wakf land are concerned, necessary proceedings under the Wakf Act 2001 have been initiated to retrieve the same,” the Minister said. 
	The minister said that the State Wakf Council has decided to open three nursing institutes, modern level schools and hostel facility in order to provide better education to the students of poor and downtrodden sections of the beneficiary community against the most affordable rates. Some seats in these institutes have also been earmarked for the poor meritorious students on subsidized fee.
	To a question whether there is a proposal to merge Wakf Board and Wafk Council, he said the Wafk board as well as Wakf Council are being administered by separate laws and in order to merge both institutions combined legislation is required.

From the Horse’s Mouth 
In Assembly, Legislators Speaking Facts of Ikhwan Era
· 
During the winter Legislative Assembly session at Jammu legislators while exchanging the blames brings out certain facts about the Ikhwani era. There were accusation and counter-accusation between the legislators, which hot up the assembly atmosphere, thereby, bringing out certain facts about the Ikhwan (renegade) phenomenon. 
· Cong MLA to House: But for Kukka Parray, we would not be speaking here
Jan 09: Congress legislator from Bandipora district Usman Majid said that if it were not for Kukka Parray, nobody would be speaking in the assembly today.
Kukka Parray was the chief of a barbaric government sponsored militia called Ikhwan, which has been accused of crimes against humanity by human rights bodies. He became a legislator after contesting polls on his party Awami League’s ticket during the NC rule in 1996.
“If we are speaking the assembly it is because of Kukka Parray. His role in bringing about normalcy and peace in Kashmir cannot be ignored. He is the person responsible for breaking the back of Pakistan-sponsored militancy,” Majid said.
	“Yes I again said the role of KukKa Parry in restoring normalcy and peace cannot be ignored. He is the person who fought when all these big leaders were relaxing in their luxurious rooms with their families in Jammu or in Delhi. Who was on the ground? It was Kukka Parray.’’
Majid was reacting to the remarks of PDP legislator Noor Mohammad, who had called Majid a “killer of innocent people”.
Noor Mohammad, MLA from Batamaalo constituency, said in the assembly that Majid was involved in the killing of eight “innocent persons of Sadrekoot Bala”, who were shot dead by Ikhwan militia. He said his own relatives had been killed by “Ikhwanis who were working for Majid”.
Demanding an apology from Noor Mohammad, Majid said, “He can’t call me a killer without evidence. If he has evidence let him present it in the House.”
Majid said the MLA Batamaloo should apologise for his remarks or “we will move breach of privilege motion against him.”
He said Mufti Mohamed Syed had told (Parray) to “go ahead, I am with you.”
Training guns at the PDP, he said, “If I open my mouth there will be destruction. In the interest of the people I am not opening my mouth.’’
However, MLA Batamaloo insisted that Majid was involved in killings, adding a large number of Jamaat activists had to migrate from Bandipora for safety.
· Usman Majeed abducted me and my father during Ikhwan days: PDP legislator
Dec 11: MLA Batamaloo and PDP leader Noor Muhammad Sheikh alleged that he was kidnapped by MLA Bandipora and Congress leader Usman Majeed when he was the Deputy Commander of the Kuka Parrey-led Ikhwan group.
Sheikh informed the legislature that Majeed abducted him and his father during the Ikhwan days and that he was released only after paying Rs 60000.
He said that Majeed had threatened to “kill me once I came out of the House”.
Upon hearing this, the PDP members asked the Speaker to provide security to Sheikh.
The remarks enraged Usman Majeed who stormed into the Well of the House to register his protest.
· All PDP members are militants: Cong MLA
Jan 10: Congress legislator Usman Majeed told the Legislative Assembly that all PDP members were militants and submitted a breach of privilege motion against a PDP legislator Noor Muhammad.
Submitting the breach of privilege motion to Deputy Speaker Nazir Gurezi, who was conducting the proceedings of the House on behalf of Speaker Kavinder Gupta, Majeed, the Congress Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA) from Bandipora said PDP’s MLA from Batamaloo, Noor Muhammad had made allegations in the House against him and accused him of being a killer involved in many killings in north Kashmir’s Bandipora and Sonawari areas.
The PDP legislator had accused Majeed of being directly or indirectly involved in the killing of eight members of a family of Saderkoot Bala area of Bandipora besides many other killings during an era when renegades had created havoc in Kashmir.
 	Majeed, a militant-tuned-counter insurgent-turned-legislator, was part of the notorious Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen outfit that the State used to break the spine of militancy during 1990s.
He has from time-to-time been accused of being involvement in the killings of innocent civilians, a charge he denies vehemently.
After accepting the breach of privilege motion, Gurezi told the MLA Batamaloo if he would like to say anything in clarification or apologise before the motion was accepted.
However, MLA Batamaloo sought to know whether Majeed was also involved in the killing of a Jamaat-e-Islami worker Muhammad Khaliq Wani on 6 June 1993.
This infuriated Majeed all the more and he responded saying all the PDP members were militants.
When a BJP legislator Choudhary Sukhnandan asked the Congress legislator if he had any proof that all PDP members were militants, Majeed responded saying if he would furnish him with the proof, would he resign from the government.

Officially Stated
· 
· 76 Persons Killed, 1059 Arrested including 318 under PSA, during unrest: Govt.
Jan 03:  Only 76 people were killed in “violent protests” while 1059 persons were arrested, 318 of them under Public Safety Act, during the uprising in Kashmir Valley following the killing of Hizb commander Burhan Wani last year, the ruling PDP-BJP government stated in the assembly.
In reply to questions by Opposition members Sheikh Ishfaq Jabbar and Er Abdul Rashid, chief minister Mehbooba Mufti said that only four persons died due to “excessive use of force, torture or harassment” by the government forces.
While the government named Farooq Ahmad, Suhail Ahmad Wani, both residents of Lethepora, Shabir Ahmad, a contractual lecturer from Khrew and Reyaz Ahmad Shah, an ATM-guard from Chattabal, the name of the 12-year-old Junaid Ahmad Akhoon from Saidapora is missing in the list.
The ruling PDP itself had demanded a time-bound probe into Junaid’s killing amid the claim by his family that the class 7 student was killed due to pellets near his home and had not been part of any protest.
Mehbooba, who also heads the state’s home department, named police for killing Farooq and Suhail at Lethopra on 2 August last year. The duo was killed in firing by PSO of an ADC Ramban who de-boarded from vehicle and fired on the people “protesting peacefully” in the south Kashmir area. “The case is under investigation,” Mehbooba said.
Regarding Shabir, she said, soldiers of army’s 50 Rashtriya Rifles entered into village Shar Shali Khrew and “beaten up the people and abducted the victim, later on killed him allegedly in custody.” The case too is under investigation, she said.
With regard to the ATM guard whose pellet-riddled body was recovered by police personnel from Karanagar during the night between 2 and 3 August, she said, “unknown security forces” were involved and that the investigation was still underway.
Mehbooba also said that 2684 FIRs have been registered during the uprising till December 31 last year. “The cases are presently under investigation”.
She said 1059 persons were arrested till 22 December last and at present 469 are lodged in different jails. Those arrested include 1137 from Srinagar, 434 from Budgam, 481 Ganderbal, 490 Baramulla, 325 Sopore, 304 Kupwara, 210 Handwara, 267 Bandipora, 694 Anantnag, 266 Kulgam, 353 Awantipora and 392 from Shopian.
“318 persons are detained under the Jammu & Kashmir Public Safety Act as on 29.12.2016,” she said without giving details about their age, saying “it is being ascertained from various sources.”
Further, she said, it would not be feasible to disclose the particulars of the detainees, “Keeping in view their security and the security of their families.” She said that there were 2690 incidents of stone pelting and two policemen also died during the uprising.
· 150 Militants, 81 Security Personnel killed in 2016: Govt
Jan 03: The Jammu and Kashmir government said around 150 militants and 81 security personnel including Army, CRPF, BSF, SSB and Police personnel were killed during the year 2016.
This was revealed in a written reply to a query raised by MLA Bandipora Usman Majeed during the budget session.
· AFSPA Revocation Needs ‘Critical Review’ of Situation: Govt
‘59 youth joined militant ranks after July 8’
Jan 03: The state government ruled out immediate revocation of Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA), saying it “requires critical review of the security situation.”
“The need and desirability of revocation of AFSPA in various areas of the state requires critical review of the security situation and other relevant factors,” said chief minister Mehbooba Mufti in reply to a question by legislator Vikar Rasool Wani.
Meanwhile, in reply to another query by NC’s Mubarak Gul, Mehobba, as incharge of the state’s home department said that 59 youth joined militant ranks after July 8 last year.
· Over 1900 Transformers Damaged in 5 months
Jan 04: The government has disclosed that over 1900 transformers were damaged in five months of unrest in the Valley.
	“244 transformers were damaged in Valley in July and 281 in August,” the government revealed. 
	After the unrest broke in the Valley following killing of 21-year-old Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani on July 8, people have been complaining that security personnel were damaging transformers to deprive people of electricity.
	“In September 485 transformers were damaged while in October 409 transformers suffered damage,” the official figures disclosed.
	It further stated that 482 transformers were damaged in November.
· Locals Joining Militancy is not a Happy Situation: Army chief
Jan 05: Plans are on the anvil to bring in a shift in the counter-insurgency strategy in Kashmir in which "false" propaganda inspiring youth to take up arms will be targeted rather than individuals alone, says new Army chief Gen Bipin Rawat.
Gen Rawat, who has experience in handling the Kashmir militancy, said that unlike naxalism in which locals are joining due to feeling of deprivation, it is not the case in Kashmir, which has been under the siege from Pakistan-backed insurgency since late 1980s.
"When the local youth join insurgency and pick up gun it is a matter of concern because our own countrymen getting involved in insurgency is not a happy situation," Gen Rawat said.
· 370 People Booked under PSA: CM 
Jan 09: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti said that 370 people have been arrested under Public Safety Act (PSA) during the summer unrest of 2016.
She also said that 138 people have been arrested without PSA.
· 11,199 Non-State Subject Families Living in JK: Govt
Jan 09: There are over 11,000 non-permanent resident families including West Pak Refugees residing in Jammu and Kashmir, state government revealed on Monday.
Responding to a question by independent MLA Er Abdul Rashid about the number of non-state subject families residing in different parts of state from 1965, the minister of revenue said there 9403 West Pakistan Refugees families among 11,199 “non permanent resident” in the state.
Giving district-wise details about the WPR families, the minister said that there are 5457 families in Jammu district, 1612 in Samba and 2334 in Kathua district.
The minister also informed that there are 432 other non-permanent resident families in Jammu district, 62 in Kathua, 25 in Udhampur and 67 in Ramban. However it did not reveal their identity.
The minister said that there are 1208 Tibetan refugee families settled in Leh district on state land at various places namely Chokiamsar, Spttuk, Dongti, Anley, Koyal and Sumdo, Peila-Sasal (Mohlla) village Tangtse.
In Kashmir Valley, the minister said that there is one such family each in Baramulla and Bandipora.
“One family of Joginder Singh son of Buta Singh of Kapurthala Punjab married in 1970 with Inder Kour daughter of Kaka Singh has migrated from Muzaffarabad in 1947 and residing in Uri (Baramulla) since 1953,” the minister said.
He said a family, comprising four members, has been residing in Tehsil Sonwari since 1971. It had migrated from Kurkshetra, Haryana in 1971.
“The West Pakistani Refugee families and other persons who are residing in the State have not been provided any financial assistance or package. However all non-permanent residents including West Pakistani Refugees are enjoying basic amenities like water, electricity, road etc,” he said.
As regards grant of Permanent Resident Certificates, the minister said, “There is no such proposal with the Government under consideration.”
· JK Economy Suffered Rs 16000 Cr Losses in 5 Months of Kashmir unrest: Govt.
Jan 10:  Jammu Kashmir economy suffered a loss of over Rs 16,000 crore due to curfews imposed by the government and shutdowns called by the Hurriyat from the killing of Hizb-ul-Mujahideen commander, Burhan Wani to November end.
The Economic Survey 2016 report tabled by Minister for Finance, Haseeb Ahmad Drabu in the Legislative Assembly stated that the general estimates of the losses caused due to 2016 Kashmir uprising were estimated at more than Rs 16,000 crore over a period of five months from July 8, 2016 to November 30, 2016.
The report said the cost of security-related expenditure was over and above the losses caused due to 2016 Kashmir uprising.
· Police Trying Hard to Discourage Youth from Joining Militancy
Jan 10: Security agencies in Jammu and Kashmir are grappling hard to discourage local youth from joining militant ranks as the figures in past three years show increasing number of Kashmiris taking up guns.
Police admits that more youth have joined militant ranks since 2013 and the efforts to persuade young militant recruits to return needs to be doubled. However, sources in the Army said that youth who have picked up arms are hardcore and “very difficult to melt.”
Reliable sources said that in 2016, 90 local youth joined militant ranks. Of this, 59 picked up arms after the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani on July 8 last year. The figure, according to the sources, is highest since 2013. Official sources said that of the 90 locals who joined militant ranks last year, majority belong to four districts of South Kashmir—Anantnag, Pulwama, Shopian and Kulgam. These four districts were the epicentre of five-month long uprising triggered by Burhan’s killing.
“We are aware of the trend. Local boys joining militant ranks is a concern,” Director General of Police, Dr S P Vaid, told media. “We have persuaded seven youth who had joined militancy last year. They are back now and are living a normal life again,” he said.
According to official figures, in 2013 some 20 local boys joined militancy but a year later there was a sudden spurt as the number touched 56. “In 2015, 76 local boys joined militant groups especially Hizbul Mujahideen and Lashkar-e-Toiba,” officials said. They said all the local militants are being trained locally.
· Govt. says no Compensation for Curfew Losses
Jan 11: The government would not compensate the business community, tourism players, hoteliers, traders, growers, farmers and others for the losses they suffered during 52 days of curfew imposed by it during the 2016 Kashmir uprising.
“There is no issue of any compensation,” Finance Minister Haseeb Ahmad Drabu said addressing a news conference in Jammu, the winter capital of the State, after delivering his budget speech in the Legislative Assembly.
Stressing that the government imposed curfew in response to certain situations, he said people (business community) who had taken sides (of the unified Hurriyat) should not seek compensation for the losses they suffered during the unrest.
According to the Economic Survey 2016 report, Jammu Kashmir economy had suffered a loss of over Rs 16,000 crore due to curfews imposed by the government and shutdowns called by the Hurriyat from the killing of Hizb-ul-Mujahideen commander, Burhan Wani to November end.
· 4088 Missing Persons are Believed to be in Pakistan: Govt
‘377 ex-militants returned from Pakistan via Nepal, Bangladesh’
Jan 12: Government said that 377 ex-militants along with 864 family members have returned from Pakistan via Nepal and Bangladesh since 2010.
Revealed in a written reply in the Legislative Assembly by government, it said that these ex-militants are not entitled to any benefit.
“Since, these youth have not returned via approved routes, they are not entitled to any benefit available under the policy of 2010,” the government documents mention.
“The Rehabilitation Policy of 2010 recognizes four routes for return of ex-militants,” the document mentions. “These routes are JCP Waga/Attari, Salamabad/Chakkan-da-Bagh crossing on Line of Control and through the Indira Ghandi International Airport, New Delhi.”
The documents state that no youth has been able to return via appropriate routes due to “inexplicable reasons and difficulties”.
The documents revealed that there are still 4088 missing persons in the government records who are believed to be in Pakistan.
· Fernandes not Mufti Responsible for Kashmir Massacres, sending Jagmohan to JK: Baig
Jan 13: Senior PDP leader and MP, Muzaffar Hussain Baig, said the two-time chief minister Mufti Muhammad Sayeed was not responsible for the numerous massacres in the Valley or for sending Jagmohan as the Governor to Jammu and Kashmir.
“When Mufti sahab was the Union Home Minister, he had told the then Prime Minister V P Singh to have someone else as Kashmir Affairs minister as he was a Kashmiri and wanted to be impartial,” Baig said while addressing a function at the launch of Member of Legislative Council (MLC), Firdous Tak’s book ‘Remembering Mufti Muhammad Sayeed.’
He said the accusations against Mufti that he had been instrumental in sending Jagmohan Malhotra as the Governor of Jammu and Kashmir and being responsible for several massacres of people in Kashmir (Gaw Kadal massacre, Zakura massacre and Tengpora massacre) were wrong but he never denied it as he believed his own mission.
· 7,000 Youth Detained in 4 Months Last Year, says police
Jan 14: More than 7000 youth were detained from July to October last year and a majority of them were released “after quality counseling,” police officials said on Saturday.
A senior police officer told media that over 7000 youth were detained from July 8 to October 31, 2016 and majority of them were released after completion of formalities. 
“All of them received proper counselling through our experts and (they) pledged not to indulge in creating law and order problems again,” the police officer, posted in old Srinagar, said. 
He said in Srinagar district, majority of youth detained on charges of stone-pelting and participating in street protests following the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani on July 8 last year, “went through several rounds of counselling in police stations and most of them agreed that they won’t indulge in stone pelting again.”
Similar procedure was followed in rest of the districts including those in South Kashmir. However, in South Kashmir districts, many elderly people including religious clerics and leaders of Hurriyat were booked under PSA.
In the State Legislature, Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti recently said 370 people were detained under Public Safety Act while 138 youth were detained in other cases.
Director General of Police Dr S P Vaid said that police has already released majority of the youth detained last year. “We took a most lenient view and released the youth on humanitarian grounds. We want our youth to shine in various fields. We are still reviewing the cases of those still lodged in various police stations,” he said.  He said all those detained on charges of stone-pelting received counselling. 
“Cases of those still under detention will also be reviewed,” he said.
· 26 Killed in Cross Border Firing in 2 Years: JK Govt
Jan 16: ammu and Kashmir government revealed that 26 persons were killed and 158 suatined injuries in cross border firing in the state during the past two years.
The Chief Minister, Mehbooba Mufti in a written reply to the question of MLA, Ali Muhammad Sagar, stated 26 persons were killed in two years. Of which 14 persons were killed in 2015 and 12 persons in 2016. Similarly as per the reply, 158 were injured. At least 79 persons each were injured in 2015 and 2016 respectively. 
The reply reads that assessment of structures damaged due to recent shelling during 2016 is under process. “The compensation @50 percent in respect of loss to immovable property damaged due to border shelling subject to the ceiling of Rs 1 lakh as per the norms will be paid after completion of formalities,” the Chief Minister stated.
· No Effect of Demonetization on Kashmir Unrest: Govt
Jan 16: The government said there was no impact of demonetization on Kashmir unrest and it has not come across any case of use of fake currency to foment violence.
In response to question of BJP MLA, Sat Paul Sharma, state’s Home department noted that it has not received any reports of the effects of demonetization on the recent violence in Kashmir Valley. 
“No reports have been received so far,” stated the Home department. 
The government response was in contradiction to statement of Union Defence Minister, Manohar Parrikar, on November 14, 2016, that none of the incidents of stone pelting were reported in Kashmir after Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, announced demonetization decision on November 8. 
The government said a report has been received from the intelligence wing of the police -Criminal Investigation department (CID), that hawala channels are being used to fund militants in the state. 
Since 2001, government said, 173 hawala cases have been registered by the police. 
Of these, 90 cases were charge-sheeted and 9 others remained untraced. Police is awaiting sanction for prosecution in 23 cases, while 45 others are under investigation.
· 32 Schools Torched During Kashmir Unrest: Priya
Jan 19: Minister of State for Education Priya Sethi informed the House that the “miscreants” torched 32 school buildings during the past 5 months of disturbances in Kashmir Valley.
Among the schools torched, 14 were fully damaged and 18 partially, she said adding police have registered cases and investigations are on. She said 47 “miscreants” have been arrested so far in connection with the burning of schools.
Replying to a clubbed question by Qaiser Jamshed Lone and Dr Bashir Ahmad Veeri, in the Upper, the Minister said in view of these incidents in the Valley, the Divisional Administration took various measures for protection of schools which included, among others, deployment of watch and ward staff, associating Members of Village Level Education Committee (VLEC) and Numberdars/Chowkidars/Local Auqaf Committee/Local Imams and respectable persons of the society, besides regular monitoring, fire safety measures, better lightening, etc.
· Govt. yet to compile figures about deaths, injuries by pellets in Valley
Jan 20: Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti disclosed in Legislative Assembly that the PDP-BJP coalition government has not yet prepared a list of people killed and injured in use of pellet guns by security forces during the over five months long unrest in the Valley.
Mebhooba, who is also Home Minister, in a written reply informed the Legislative Assembly today that details about persons who lost their lives, received injuries or lost their eyesight due to pellets in recent law and order disturbances in the Valley, are being collected and compiled from various sources and agencies.
She was replying to a query of Congress MLA from Shangus Gulzar Ahmad Wani.
In reply to another question of Congress MLA about steps being taken to compensate those whose residential houses were damaged by forces during the unrest in Kashmir, Mehbooba informed the House that no such complaints against the forces have been received by the government.
She said there have been some media reports about such excesses and these are being looked into by the government.
· 368 transformers damaged in 2016 uprising, says govt
Jan 21: To a written question of a lawmaker, asking the government whether government forces damaged power transformers during last year’s uprising, deputy chief minister Nirmal Singh said that 368 transformers were damaged, without stating by whom.
Replying to NC Legislator Abdul Majeed Larmi’s question, who also asked about the number of such transformers in his Homshali Bugh constituency—he was told 14—Singh said all damaged transformers were repaired at the cost of Rs 1.55 crore.
As per the data provided by the government, Sopore tops the list with 76 damaged transformers followed by Shopian with 52, Budgam 41,Srinagar 33, Baramulla 28, 27 in Anantnag, 25 in Kulgam, 24 in Bijbehra, 17 in Awantipora, 14 in Handwara, 12 in Pulwama, six in Tangmarg, five in Kupwara and three in Ganderbal.
During the uprising, people in these areas had accused the government forces, especially CRPF, of damaging transformers. Newspapers published pictures of many transformers that had bullet marks. Depriving people of electricity was, according to people, a form of collective punishment.
Recently, the government absolved government forces of vandalising homes and public properties during the uprising.
· After 15000 injuries, Govt to train forces in pellet guns
Jan 23: After indiscriminate use of pellet guns and other such weapons by security forces inflicted injuries to around 15000 civilians besides killing several youth during last year’s Kashmir agitation, J&K government today said that forces will now be trained to use these “non-lethal” weapons.
Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti, in a written reply in the Legislative Assembly, stated that “the training in use of non-lethal weapons has been introduced in the Basic Induction Courses of jawans and officers at the Police Training Centers.”
The CM was replying to a question by MLA Anjum Fazili about the sort of training imparted to security/police officers/officials to use non-lethal weapons to maintain law and order in the state.
Mehbooba, who is also J&K’s Home Minister, stated, “Besides, refresher courses in use of the non-lethal weapons, which include tear smoke guns, tear smoke grenades and pump action guns (pellet guns) are being regularly organized for Security Force Personnel and police jawans jointly in all the District Police Lines.”
“These trainings also include riot/mob control trainings to deal with the mobs, as and when required,” she adds.
While there has been demand for blanket ban on use of so-called “non-lethal weapons” which became cause of killings and blinding of dozens of youth in the 2016 unrest, the government has continued to maintain its rigid stand on the issue.
As per reports, 29 persons have died after being hit by pellet gunfire and tear-smoke shells in Kashmir since 2008—the year massive anti-India uprising took place against transfer of land to Amarnath Shrine Board by the then PDP-led government.
While 16 persons were killed by pellet guns in 2010 and 2016, 13 civilians lost their lives after being hit by teargas shells in vital parts of their bodies since 2008, details reveal.
· 2403 detained under PSA since 2007, says CM
Jan 27: Chief minister Mehbooba Mufti said as many as 2403 persons have been arrested since 2007 under the provisions of the much-criticised Public Safety Act, in which a person can be detained for up to one year without a trial.
Detention of 1392 of the PSA detainees had been quashed, she said while replying to the question of BJP MLA Ranbir Singh Pathani.
She said there can be a variety of reason, including technical grounds for quashment of detention orders, depending on merits or facts and circumstances of each individual case as well as the relevant statutory provisions.
She said that in a number of cases the government disapproves of detention orders passed by the district magistrates if they are not in conformity with the provisions of relevant laws.
To another question about “offences against state” committed since July 2016 till now in the entire state, she said, “35 cases relating to offences against have been registered in the state since July till December 2016.”
She further stated that all supervisory officers are monitoring the investigation of criminal cases in their areas of responsibility and maintaining records as per the JK Police Manual.
· 8,587 arrested during 2016 uprising, says Govt
Jan 28: The J&K government informed the Legislative Assembly that 8,587 persons including 519 juveniles were arrested in Kashmir during the last year’s uprising triggered by the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani. In written reply to a Cut-Motion, Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti, who is Minister in-charge of J&K’s Home department, said 8,587 “accused” were arrested during the six-month-long uprising in Kashmir. Burhan was killed in a gunfight in south Kashmir’s Kokernag area on July 8.
“8,587 accused were arrested and of these 8473 have been released up to January 22, 2017,” the Chief Minister said.
Mehbooba, whose government came under sharp criticism for launching a massive crackdown in Kashmir to quell the pro-freedom uprising, said 519 juveniles were among 5826 persons detained “under substantive laws during this period.”
“3987 of those were in the age group of 18-30 years,” the reply reads.
The age of 1320 persons detained under similar charges has not been shown in the reply. “In total, 5826 persons were detained under substantive laws during the period.”
PSA DETENTIONS
The Government also disclosed that 2761 persons were bound down (sic) and detained under different laws. Of them, 522 were detained under the controversial Public Safety Act. “522 persons were detained under the J&K Public Safety Act as on January 21, 2017 and of them 257 have been released,” the Government said.
The remaining 265 are still serving detention, it said.
The Chief Minister said 2655 FIRs were lodged in Kashmir against “those indulging in violence.”
To a question whether the Government would grant general amnesty to those arrested “but not involved in heinous crimes”, Mehbooba said: “The Government will consider reviewing cases against first-time offenders and those not involved in any heinous crimes, subject to provision of related laws.”
The Chief Minister said social media and Public Announcement Systems of Masjids were used to trigger the uprising.
“The news of Burhan Wani’s killing was exploited by the inimical and unscrupulous elements to spread unrest and destabilize the situation. A malicious campaign was launched through various platforms including social media to instigate violence and disturb peace in the State,” the CM said.
“Further PA Systems of Mosques were also used to raise pro-freedom/anti-national slogans and deliver inflammatory speeches to incite youth to indulge in stone-pelting/protests.”
· For permanently-disabled, JK Govt has just Rs 75,000 to offer!
Jan 28: J&K Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti said her government has constituted a panel to identify civilians who were permanently or partially disabled during the 2016 uprising to provide them relief of Rs 75,000 and Rs 50,000 respectively.
In reply to a Cut-Motion, the Chief Minister informed the Legislative Assembly that the J&K government has constituted a committee under the chairmanship of Divisional Commissioner Kashmir to identify the persons who have been permanently/partially disabled “during law and order disturbances” in Kashmir between July 08 to November 2 last year. The committee constituted vide Government order No 61-Home of 2017 dated 27.01.2017 also comprises  Inspector General of Police (Kashmir Zone), Principal Government Medical College Srinagar, Director Health Services Kashmir, a representative of Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences Soura (not below the rank of an Associate Professor) and a representative of CID (not below the rank of SSP).
According to the reply, the Government would pay ex-gratia relief of Rs 75,000 for those permanently disabled and Rs 50,000 for those partially disabled.
The Government has constituted another committee to determine eligibility of families/Next of Kin of those who were killed during the anti-India uprising last year for consideration and grant of ex-gratia. The panel set-up vide Order No 62-Home of 2017 dated 27.01.2017 has Director General of Police J&K as its chairman and comprises Commissioner Secretary Finance Department and Inspector General of Police, CID as members 
·  No proposal to ban pellets guns, says Govt
Jan 28: Terming the use of pellet guns as a “last resort to control violent mobs”, the Jammu and Kashmir government said there is no proposal to ban use of the weapon in the state.  
	In a reply to Cut-Motion of National Conference legislator Shameema Firdous on banning use of pellet guns, the government said: “The pump action gun or pellet gun is being used in the situations where all other means of dispersing furious mobs get ineffective.”
	“This is the last need-based requirement to handle uncontrolled situations. The men and officers dealing with the law and order are regularly sensitized about the use of this weapon as per the laid down SOP,” the reply reads. 
It states that during the recent “law and order situation”, the Police and CAPFs “as a first resort used less lethal ways for bringing law and order situations under control.”
	‘The pump action (pellet) gun was used as a last resort while facing rampaging mobs and in consonance with the laid down SOP,” the reply mentions.
· 223 people killed in 3 unrests in Kashmir: JK govt
Jan 30: Over 200 people were killed in unrests in 2008, 2010 and 2016 in Kashmir, the government told Legislative Assembly.
	Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti, in a written reply, told the House that 76 civilians and two police personnel were killed in "law and order disturbances" in the Valley last year.
	In 2010, 101 persons were killed and 4,288 others, including security forces, injured, she said. 
	Mehbooba said 46 persons were killed and 1,265 others, including security forces, were injured in 2008. 
	In 2016, as many as 8,587 persons were arrested, out of which 8,473 have been released till January 21, the Chief Minister said. 
	In addition, 522 persons were booked under the J&K Public Safety Act (PSA), and 265 persons among 1,978 booked in the recent unrest were still under detention as on January 21, she said. 
	Mehbooba said as many as 133 buildings, including police stations and schools, were damaged or set ablaze during the "law and order disturbances" in the Valley last year and 213 persons were arrested in this connection 
	She said 2,655 cases have been registered in various police stations across Kashmir since July 8 last year.
· 82 security personnel killed last year in JK, highest in 8 yrs: GoI
Jan 29: As many as 82 security personnel were killed in Jammu and Kashmir last year, which was the highest in the last eight years, the state Home Department said. 
According to a data released by the home department, in 2016, 82 security force personnel were killed, while 2008 witnessed 85 deaths.
In 2009, as many as 79 security personnel were killed, while 69 were killed in 2010 followed by 53 deaths in 2013, 47 in 2014, 39 in 2015, 33 in 2011 and 15 deaths in 2012, the data said.
As many as 122 security force personnel were killed in 2007, 182 in 2006 and 244 were killed in 2005, it said.

 
	Date
	Armed Forces
	Militants
	Civilians

	Jan 01
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 02
	-
	1 (Pak)
	-

	Jan 03
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 04
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 05
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 06
	-
	1
	-

	Jan 07
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 08
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 09
	-
	-
	3

	Jan 10
	-
	1
	-

	Jan 11
	-
	2
	-

	Jan 12
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 13
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 14
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 15
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 16
	-
	3
	-

	Jan 17
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 18
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 19
	-
	1
	-

	Jan 20
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 21
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 22
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 23
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 24
	-
	2
	-

	Jan 25
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 26
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 27
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 28
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 29
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 30
	-
	-
	-

	Jan 31
	-
	-
	-

	Total 
	0
	11
	3

	                                                  In Toto
	14 Killings 



Chronology of Incidents
Jan 01: No incident of violence reported. 
Jan 02: A militant was killed in an encounter with troopers in Tarzoo area of Sopore in district Baramulla. Police identified the slain militant as Abu Umar Khatab of Pakistani origin. While two Border Security Force (BSF) men were seriously injured in mysterious firing by a BSF jawan in a camp in Poonch Mandi.
Jan 03: No incident of violence reported.
Jan 04: Army personnel fired many speculative shots after cordoning off Madwan area of Hajin in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district, reports said. 
Jan 05: No incident of violence reported.
Jan 06: A top militant of Al Badr militant outfit Muzaffar Naikoo alia as Muza Molvi was killed in an encounter in Mouchua area in outskirts of Srinagar district. 
Jan 07: No incident of violence reported.
Jan 08: No incident of violence reported.
Jan 09: Three labourers working with General Engineering Reserve Force (GREF) were killed and another critically injured when three militants stormed into a GREF camp near the Line of Control, Akhnoor in Jammu. The militants reportedly forced their entry into the camp at around 1.15am, firing with automatic rifles and lobbing grenades. Three labourers— Salman Khan, Ramesh Topono and Abdul Aziz—fell to the bullets initially while another labourer, Irshad Alam critically injured in the firing was shifted to hospital. Nine persons, including five cops, were injured today in clashes between the people belonging to two communities in Kathua district, following which four persons have been arrested.
Jan 10: A militant was killed in a gunfight with government forces in Hajin area of Bandipora district. A soldier sustained minor injuries in the encounter. The slain militant was identified as Mavaiya of LeT. 
Jan 11: Two militants were killed army claimed as it foiled an infiltration bid along the Line of Control (LoC) in Poonch sector of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Jan 12: A Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) man shot himself with his service rifle in south Kashmir’s Tral township. Constable Bearu Ram Raiger of CRPF’s 180 Battalion shot himself with his service weapon at a camp in Tral area of Pulwama district, said an official. He was shifted to Sub District Hospital Tral where from he was referred to 92 Army Base Hospital Srinagar in a critical condition, added the official.
Jan 13: Protests, some of which morphed into stone pelting clashes, erupted at a few places in the valley on Friday against an assault on Muslims allegedly by RSS men in Kathua district of Jammu region on January 09. While a police constable was injured in an alleged accidental firing incident when his service rifle went off in south Kashmir’s Pulwam district, Police said.
Jan 14: No incident of violence reported. 
Jan 15: Clashes broke out between state forces and youth in southern Kashmir after a gunfight between militants and armed forces started in Pahalgam’s Awoora village. 
Jan 16: The 14-hour long gun-battle that erupted on Jan 15 evening in Awoora village of Pahalgam in South Kashmir’s Anantnag district ended on Januray 16 morning with the killing of three Hizbul Mujahideen militants, all hailing from Bijbehara area. Police said the bodies of three militants were retrieved early morning at around 7 and the operation was called off. A police official said the three militants hailed from Bijbehara area of Anantnag district and were identified as Aadil Ahmad Reshi of Bijbehara town; Abid Ahmad Sheikh of Satkipora village and Masood Ahmad Shah of Bewoora village. While a photojournalist, Bilal Bhadur was injured in Bijbehara after hit by a tear smoke shell fired by the government forces during clashes between protesters and forces.
Jan 17: A civilian was shot at and nabbed by the army in Nagrota outside the army camp. 
Jan 18: No incident of violence reported.
Jan 19: Police claimed to have killed Abu Musaib, a foreign national, district commander of Lashkar-e-Toiba, in a gunfight in north Kashmir’s Hajin area of Bandipora district. A member of the police special operations group (SOG) was injured during the gunfight and a second trapped militant managed to escape, police said.
Jan 20: The shutdown, protests and clashes affected normal life in Valley while authorities detained JKLF chairman Mohammad Yasin Malik and Hurriyat (M) leader Hilal Ahmad War ahead of Gaw Kadal massacre anniversary. While suspected militants hurled a hand grenade at a police party at Narbal crossing, however, the explosion didn’t caused any damage. 
Jan 21: Authorities imposed restrictions in Lal Chowk area to foil protests on the 27th anniversary of Gaw Kadal massacre. All roads leading to Gaw Kadal were sealed by police and paramilitary personnel early in the morning. The cops enforced restrictions in Maisuma, Gaw Kadal, Ghanta Ghar, Budhshah Chowk, Abi- Guzar, Regal Lane, Basant Bagh, Habba Kadal and adjoining areas. The cops had placed barricades on the roads to restrict movement of people.
Jan 22: No incident of violence reported.
Jan 23: No incident of violence reported. 
Jan 24: Two militants were killed in an encounter with Indian armed forces in Hadoora area of Ganderbal district.  Police said both the militants were of Pakistani origin and identified them as Abu Anas and Qari Hanzulla. Suspected militants injured a police man when they attacked a mobile security picket in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district. 
Jan 25:  Gunshots were heard in Qaimoh area of Kulgam in south Kashmir. Police said it fired several shot after noticing suspicious movement.
Jan 26: No incident of violence reported.
Jan 27: No incident of violence reported.
Jan 28: No incident of violence reported.
Jan 29: No incident of violence reported.
Jan 30:  No incident of violence reported.
Jan 31: Four persons were injured after the government forces resorted to firing to disperse protesters in Samboora village of Pampore area in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district, police said. Deputy Inspector General of Police S P Pani told local news agency that 50 RR launched a search operation in the Samboora village of Pampore area. Meanwhile, people started pelting stones at them after which the forces opened fire in which four persons received bullet injuries. 
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